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W 


it  ('*)iini8t€iit  with 
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/  oyni  feel- 
opriato  regard  to  yours,  it 
ould  bo  no  difficult  employ  to  demonstrate 
ow  greats  how  numcrouj*,  how  inustiinahic  are 
jthc  obligations  under  which  you  have  place<i 
he  British  Empire,  by  an  official  life  of  un- 
wearied assiduity.  in<lefatigahlc  lalwur,  80und 
discretion^  sUtcsuiHU-hke  policy,  and  incorrup- 
iblc  integrity.  The  tcinpcratu,  and  benign^ 
and  judicious  rcforui  of  the  criminal  coile,  has 
endeared  your  name  to  the  philanthropist* 
while  the  wisdom  of  your  domestic  policy, 
both  in  this  and  the  sister  kingdom,  is  already 
acknowledged  by  the  sensible  and  discriminat- 
ing j  but,  when  the  turmoil  of  jwission,  and  the 
misrepresentations  of  i^arly  shall  have  passe<l 
away,  both  will  be  more  universally  appre- 
ciated.    On  these  topics  I  withhold  the  full 


DEDICATION- 

expreBfiion  of  my  own  feelings,  that  I  may  not 
wound  the  delicacy  of  yours, 

llespccting  one  point.  Sir,  as  connected  with 
the  Bubjcct  of  the  following  pages,  I  must  be 
pt^nnitted  to  observe,  that  your  recent  sacrifice 
of  influence,  power,  and  high  station,  on  the 
ultar  of  public  principle,  and  of  poUtical  con- 
HiHtoncy,  is  an  example  not  less  of  patriotic 
disinterestedness,  than  of  conscientious  feeling, 
which  tnuiscendently  contributes  to  immor- 
talise your  exalted  repute — to  emblazon  your 
litUlowcd  fame.  It  was,  heretofore,  the  oppro- 
lurimn  of  public  men,  that  in  the  pursuit  of 
private  advantage,  they  too  firequently  lost 
aight  of  principles,  and  abandoned  their  own 
counsels  when  no  longer  compatible  with  their 
interests*  lUn^nt  events  have  disproved  the 
ctdiuimy,  so  &vt  at  least  as  those  British  States- 
men, the  im(H>mpromising  advocates  of  Con^ 
stitutioual  IVktestantism.  are  coucemed;  they 
haviJtg  dcmonslratetl  to  the  world  more  noble 
luotivi'^t  of  action,  and  more  honoimible  princi- 
ples of  *H>uduet,  '"  Ctir*  sunt  tfAcW,  propinqui, 
y^miiiarrs;   stti  omnts  ^mtmrnm   curiiatcs  pairia 

The  ioUowii^  |>agv^  arc  de:sagned  to  nm- 
c^ntratc  th*^  opiuioas  of  whatever  i$  hisrfi  in 
raittk.  suUiuie  in  $<t^auiie4it.  virtuo^u^  in  vleport- 
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inent,  illustrious  tn  talc^nt,  on  a  qucfition  of  vi- 
tal uuportaiice  to  the  interests  of  the  United 
Kingdom-  Tlie  jxirtisiins  of  tlic  Koiiiaii  Ca- 
tholic preti^nsions  have  Ix'en  h»ng  nnd  strenu- 
ously endeavouring  to  coniince  the  world,  that 
all  the  virtue,  ability,  <ind  wisdom  of  the  coun- 
try wcrt?  mlvocates  of  their  cause,  whilst  ig- 
norance, prejudice,  and  bigotry,  were  its  only 
opponents.  How  much  of  truth,  how  much 
of  candour,  linw  much  of  justice  there  ia  in 
aucb  an  assertion,  the  following  ])ages  will 
enable  tlic  Nation  accurately  to  determine: 
X  sliall  not  attempt  to  impeach  the  integrity 
and  tulcnti}  of  thohu  who  di0er  frum  us  on  tlm 
momentous  ({uestion,  but  1  do  sincerely  la- 
ment the  course  they  pursue,  and  the  opinions 
they  mBintimt,  feeling  assured  that  ultimately 
they  cannot  be  otherwise  than  prejudicial  to 
the  welfare,  and  happiness,  and  prosi>erity  of 
these  realms.  Strengthened  as  the  cause  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Claims  must  be,  by  the 
late  Ministerial  arrangements,  it  indubitably 
l>ebure!»  the  numerous  couscientiouH  opponents 
of  that  measure  to  unixk  in  their  resistance 
to  its  further  progress ;  and  who  can  despond 
of  their  successlul  efforts,  to  preserve  unim- 
paired the  venerable  fabric  of  our  unrivalled 
CoostitutioUj  reared  by  the  zeal,  the  piety,  the 


DEDICATION. 

wiHcIom,  and  magnanimity  of  our  immortal  an- 
cestors ? 

"  Ycsl  in  thftt  generous  cause,  for  ever  strong, 
The  pnlriot's  virtue,  and  the  poet's  song, 
Still,  as  the  tide  of  ages  rolls  away, 
Shall  charm  the  world>  unconscious  of  decay  T 

Slioiild  the  following  pages,  Sir,  meet  your 
npprobation,  I  shall  consider  myself  fortunate; 
niid  if  they  tend  to  confirm  in  genuine  Pro- 
testant IMnciples  a  wavering  mind,  or  to  en- 
ligliten  an  ignorant  one,  my  object  in  their 
publication  will  be  in  happy  progress  towards 
its  tVilfilment.  In  the  earnest  hope  that  a 
kind  Pnwitlence  may  long  spare  you,  as  the 
able  frion<l,  the  eloquent  advocate,  and  the  un- 
compnuuising  ehamjiion*  of  Protestantism,  the 
onlv  sun*  tbuutlation  of  Civil  and  Religious 
FrtHxlom, 

I  httvo  the  honour  to  renuun. 
Sir 
Your  tUithtVil  and  devototl  Servant, 

M'4%  \4i%.  t^:. 
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TO 


THE  PROTESTANTS 


OV 


GREAT   BRITAIN   AND   IRELAND- 


"  BoRK  aod  edaCAted  in  this  country,  I  gloiy  in  the  name  of  Bnmn  ;  Ubd  tb« 
pecultar  bappioeu  of  my  life  wUl  erer  coouil  in  promatuig  the  woUiuc  of  t  ptt>pU, 
whose  loyal^  utd  warm  afection  lo  me  I  coiuider  u  the  greatest  and  moil  perma- 
lunt  iecurily  of  my  throne ;  and  1  doubt  not,  but  theii  iteulineu  Ln  thcH  piinciplcA 
wilt  cpfoal  the  finnneu  of  mj  idrariable  molutioD  to  adheFC  to,  umI  Mienf^tben,  that 
exceUent  CoiutitutkiD  in  Church  and  Slate."— Finl  Roifol  Spttdt  ofKina  Gaoaaa 

TBI  TbIHD. 

"  1  reJf,  witb  the  utmoai  confidentv,  upon  jour  zedoui  exertioni  to  promote  tnt 
pie^  and  virtue — to  reclaim  thow  who  are  in  eiror  by  the  force  of  Divine  Troth, — 
and  to  uphold  and  ertenct  among  my  people  the  preference  which  is  >o  justly  due  to 
the  pure  doctrine  and  service  of  our  EAtabliihed  Church.  That  Church  has  eveiy 
claim  to  my  constant  support  and  protectioQ." — Speech  afhu  Majestv  Georoh  thi 
FouRTB,  Id  hi$  Grnctf  tke  Archbiihop  if  CanteHniry,  ortd  athtf  L^t  tmd  Cttrgy  of 
CawtuMion,  Nm,  28, 1826. 


Bretons  an'd  Irishmen, 

The  auspicious  period  has  arrived  for  your 
benign  co-operation  with  those  ioestimable  Consti- 
tutional Patriots,  who  maintain  and  defend^  in  both 
Houses  of  Pariiament,  the  Laws,  the  Religion,  the 
Liberties  of  this  empire.  Public  opinion  indubitably 
accords  with  their  hallowed  maxims,  especially, 
with  those  advocates  of  "  Protestant  Principles" 
who  have  manifested  a  fearless  determination  to 
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INTRODUCnOX. 


repudiate  the  ptetcusiDus,  and  to  oppose  the  di 
mands  of  iadividuals  professing  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion. 

A  unison  of  Bcntiment,  in  behalf  of  the  barriers 
erected  by  the   wisdom  and  experience  of  your 
immortal  ancestor."*,  for  the  security  of  our  glorious 
Constitution  in  Church  and  State,  pervades  almost 
every  rank  and  cJase,  and  portion  of  eocictyt  within 
this  realm.     Britons — loyal  and  noble-minded  Bri 
tons— displayed,  during  the  past  general  elections, 
an  enthusiastic  ardour  in  promoting  the  return  of 
those  personages  who  unveiled  and  exposed  in  the 
Senate,  the  Jesuitical  devices  of  your  opponents, 
and  while  auccessfuily  combating  proposals  to  en 
tertain   claims    irreconcilable   with    Constitutional 
Protestantism^  they  also  proclaimed  the  danger  and 
non-cfficicncy  in  conceding  their  ''total,  unqualified, 
and  unconditional,"  demands.      Your  former  clo- 
ijuent  and  consJfilcnt  advocates   were  re-elected,^^ 
besides  numerous  friends  of  the  established   laws^f 
chosen  tn  preference  to  those  politicians  who,  here* 
tofore,  aicouragcd  innovations  on  your  most  sacred 
riglits,  and  indefcisible  pririleges.     The  spirit  of 
Liberty,  and  of  Protestantism,  predominates  in  the 
kingdom. 

At  this  condilion  of  affairs  you  have  unquestion- 
able cause  for  rejoicing;  but  remember,  ibat  your 
political  and  religiouH  opponents  are  sedulously 
endeavourijig  lu  consummate  their  perilous  designs. 
They  leave  no  means — no  opportunity  untried,  for 
asuiling  the  hitherto  impregnable  pillars  of  Piotes- 
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tantism,  and  of  misrepresenting  the  maxims  on 
which  Brilisli  Freedom  is  founded.  Every  creed, 
with  the  clergy  and  professor*  of  every  sect,  nncon- 
Dcctcd  with  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  arc  vitu- 
perously  aspersed  by  ihcir  professional  agitators, 
and  intermeddling  political  Priests- 

Bcsides,  they  have  rc-d^nized  Roman  Catholic 
AsAOcifltions — they  recollect  Roman  Catholic  Rent, 
for  purposes  the  most  iniquitous.— and,  during  the 
recent  county  elcciions  in  Ireland,  they  adopted  the 
demoralizing  course  of  dissociating  a  mtt^erable  pea- 
santry from  their  beneficent  landlords,  Tbey 
calumniate  not  only  the  supreme  tribunals  ofjuBticc> 
and  aulhoritalivc  puwrrs  of  the  reulm;  but  also, 
the  noble,  the  benevolent,  and  the  iH««irious.  from 
the  liighest  to  the  humblest  subject,  who  durst  ex- 
press accordance  wiih  the  established  Iaw«  and 
commendable  principles  of  our  Protestant  Constitu* 
tion. 

Friekdr  an'd  Britons.— Whether  this  opprobrium 
of  the  mngintracy,  the  parliament^  and  the  laws—* 
this  diflparagcmcnt  of  your  invaluable  institutions, 
— thi»  detraction  of  your  apostolic  religion,  and 
similar  untoward  events,  are  to  pass  cnnoticed  and 
unreproved,  remains  for  you  to  determine.  But,  is  it 
expedient — is  it  just,  that  a  few  disftffected  indivi* 
duals,  rccfelcsis  of  honour,  and  disregarding  the 
tranquillity  of  the  kingdom,  Bbould  be  daily  rolling 
the  fire-brand  of  dissension  among  the  people,  to 
further  their  ambitious  and  unde6nable  projects? 
If  it  toler&ble,  that  these    discontented    persons 
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should  he  annually  disturbiog  the  Council  of  the 
Nation,  and  be  incessantly  stiraulating  the  ignorant 
to  petition  for  privileges,  the  atlainmect  of  wliidi 
would  confer  on  them  do  possible  advantage?     Arc 
we,   or  are  we  not,  to  maintain  the  political  and 
religious  liberties  of  this  empire — to  support  the 
prevalence    of    constitutional     pri[iciples--aud    to 
rebuke  the  intolerant  demeanour  of  ourdcfumors?     ^ 
Arc  we,  or  are  we  uol,  to  preserve  the  blessiu^  w^H 
inherit  from  our  illustrioufi  forefathers — are  we,  or 
arc  we  not,  to  transmit  those  unendangered  and 
unimpaired  to  our  Prutestant  potiterity  ?    These  are 
important  tupicH^  wiiicb,  if  you,  the  zealous  admirers 
and  eliampioiis  of  rational  freedom,  of  social  order, 
and  of  Protestant  Ascendancy,  were  lo  investigat 
would  certainly  induce  the  adoption  of  such  pre- 
cautionary measures,  as  must  effect  nn  indissoljble 
Umon  among  the  frieudj^  and  udv(jcutc»  of  o 
benign  political  and  religious  Establish  men  ts. 

To  promote  this  desirable  object^  let  it  therefore 
be  considered, — Whether  the  measures  adopted  by 
our  ancestors,  to  render  the  British  Nation  osacnti* 
ally  Protestant,  ought  to  be  rescinded;  and  whether 
ihc  barriers  erected  at  various  periods,  for  the  secu- 
rity uf  our  glorious  Constitution  in  Church  and 
Slate,  ought  lo  be  dismantled,  merely  for  ephemeral 
political  expediency,  and  to  mitigate  the  rancour  of 
a  body,  which  acknowledges  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
foreign  ecclesiastical  monarch  witliin  this  kingdom? 
Without  expatiating  un  the  vital  importance  of  tins 
aubjectfOrthc  necessity  of  its  thorough  invcstigatioiit 


PBOPOSmONS- 


^the  following  propositious  are  intended  for  Us  de- 
Binonstmtion.  not  only,  by  incoolrovertiblc  facts  from 
Protestant  authority,  but  aUo,  by  the  avowed  decia- 
ratious  of  Roman  Catholic  lay  and  clerical  leaders. 


I. — Tb»t  the  PrfJtestaiiu  of  Greae  Briub  and  Ireland 
poifto&s  ati  acfjuin^fl^  jind  inAlirnahlt^  right  to  poli- 
tical vid  Tvligiou*  ascendancy  in  the  Slutc. 

tlL^Thftt  the  Tloman  CfllhoIicB,  who  recognize  n  foreign 
eccksiiLetkal  jurUdtction  witliia  this  realm,  enjoy  a« 
niADy  privilcgcn,  as  it  i»  cx|>cilicnt  for  u  nation  caocn^ 
m       tially  Protcataiit  to  conccdv. 


HI*- — Xhftt  tlic  ftcriuuition  of  political  and  rcli^oiid  power 
ill  the  Lijj^ilt^ax,  h  tht;  mauiA^t  ubject  of  (lur  Roman 
Catltulics;  and  tliat,  as  similar  power  lit  |)0!tbUK»lou  of 
fcnons  ]?rorcssing  the  same  creed  has  been  procluc- 
tire  of  baneful  consequences  in  tbo»  Gtatcs  u-licrc 
exigent,  such  power  tnutit  tlierefore  prove  imminently 
dctrimetital  to  the  welfare,  peace,  ami  IiuppiiiD4i(  of 
thift  Prolchtant  empire. 


JV. — Tbit  the  spcccbefi  and  publications  emanatini;  from 
ilirers  tncraberi  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Association, 
and  the  piibltc  tr^n^fictionft  of  thiK  imjitrriiim  in  imtK^- 
rio,  arc  dcnwnstrwtivc  of  the  uncorittiiutional  courM 
which  Roman  Cfttholic*  would  pnrstir,  if  ever  i\iey 
possess  '*  total,  imqualilled,  and  unconditional  f^man- 
cipatioD-'* 

V<f-That,  during  the  recent  chtctioni  in  Irolanil,  the 
Roman  Catholic  Priesthood  cxcrci^d  an  inauspicious 
«in]  ujuluc  iuilucncc  uvt-'r  theic  flocks,  ami  manifested 
symptoms  of  splniual  domination  over  their  conuBu* 
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nicants,  for  the  untluguiiicd  udainmcnl  of  poHticsl 
purposes. 

VI-— That  Ihe  Roman  Calholic  Forty-Shiiling  Freeholders, 
baving  violated  the  original  object  which  the  legis- 
laEure  contemplated  wlicii  conceding  to  tbb  body  the 
Eleciivc  Franchise,  they  have  therefore  incapaduted 
theimelves  from  being  retained  in  possession  of  thJs 
privilege; — ihU  portion  of  tlie  Elective  Fnincliise 
fihould  consequently  be  re-modelled,  or  the  amount'j 
pf  freehold  quatificatioti  hicreased, 

VII. — Thai  the  wiseat  Statesmen^  and  inoit  dtfilin^iched 
Piotcatimta  of  the  pant  age,  v^erc  decidedly  opposed 
toft"  tottil,  unqualified,  and  uiKTonditionaL"  coaicv^-^ 
sion  oftlie  Hoinfln  Catholic  claims. 

VIIL— Tliat  a  prcpondcr^itiiig  majonty  of  Britiahaud  Iriah^ 
Pcer^  iritli  a  majority  of  British  Keprcaentattres 
being  oppo&cd  to  this  misn^tped  "  Emancipation" — it 
is  a  measure  vrhkli,  being  repugnant  to  the  funda- 
mental axioms  of  the  Hntt^h  Con?{titutiori,  and  dis- 
conlant  with  the  inclitiatiom  of  tW  people,  U  there- 
fore unsuitable,  inexpedient,  and  unnecessary  for 
Proteatani  nation. 

These  are  the  topics  that  require  your  most  carn- 
(?sl  attention  aud  fierious  consid^mtiop— thcBc,  the 
propoottioDs  which  eball  be  clearly  iltu&tnitc<l.  and 
satisfactorily  proved.  Bui,  prcvioua  to  entering 
upon  their  jmrticutar  demonstration,  it  muy  be  de^ 
manded,  what  are  the  enactments  which  preclude^ 
Roman  Catholics  from  a  full  participation  of  power 
with  Protestants^ 
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The  prinapal  Statutes  are,  the  Istof  Klizabeteu 
(cbtip.  iO  being  "  An  Act  to  restore  to  the  Crown 
the  ancient  juriiuliction  over  the  state,  ecclesiaattcal 
and  spiritual,  and  aboiUhing  aUJorcti^n putters  cooirary 
10  the  same;'  the  30th  Charles  11.  (chap.  i.  bl  2.) 
being  "  An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  preserving 
tbe  King's  person  and  governmenl,  bydisabliti^  Pa- 
pistx  fnnn  sitting  in  either  House  of  Parliament;^ 
niE  DiLLor  Riuut»  (I  William  and  Mary,)  which 
excludes  Roman  Catholics  ("rom  the  Crown  for  the 
following readou,  ''Whereas  tiielatc  KingJaaiea  the 
Second,  by  tho  asAiKtanre  of  divers  evil  coun^tllors, 
judges^  and  ministers,  employed  by  him,  did  cndca- 
Toor  to  subvert  awl  extirpate  the  Protestant  7'eli* 
gicn,  and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  this  kingdom^ 
and,  "  Whereas"  proceeds  the  Bill  of  Rights  "  it 
halh  been  found  by  experience,  that  it  is  inconsis- 
tent with  tbe  safety  aud  %velfare  of  thi^  Protestant 
kingdom  to  be  governed  by  a  Popish  prince,  or  by 
any  King  or  Queen  marrying  a  Papist;  the  said 
Lords  spiritufll  and  temporal,  and  Commons  do  fur- 
ther pmy  that  it  may  be  enacted,  that  all  and  every 
person,  or  peri^ons,  ihat  is,  or  are,  or  shall  be  recon- 
ciled to,  or  shall  hold  communication  with  the  See 
or  Church  of  Rome,  or  shall  profess  the  Popish  re- 
ligion, or  shall  marry  a  Papist,  shall  be  c:rc/nded, 
and  be  for  ever  incapable  to  inherit,  pofl5Css>  or  en- 
joy, the  Crown  and  government  of  this  realm  and 
Ireland ;'*  Ihc  Act  ov  Vs iox  w [th  Scotlan u  (5  Anne, 
chap,  viii.)iKtates,  in  order  '' tliat  tbe  true  Protestant 
rchgion  professed  and  established  by  law  in  the 
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Church  of  EDgland,  and  the  doGtriDe.  worship,  dis- 
cipline, and  goverament  thereof,  should  be  effectu- 
ally and  ufiaUcrabi^  secured,'*  it  was  enacted,  that 
"  aii  andsmgular  Acts  of  Parliammt,  in  force /at'  Ifi 
estahii^kment  and  pttjcrvaiioft  of  the  Church  of  Ejig* 
land,  and  the  doctrmr.,  yjoriliip,  dhdplhtc^  and  gavd 
metit  thereof^  shall  remain  and  be  infuiif&rcc/or  everi 
the  Kings  CoKONATioN  Oath,  the  words  of  which 
are,  "  I  will,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  maintain 
the  laws  of  God,  the  true  profession  of  the  Gospel 
and  the  ProtestatH  reformed  religion  established  by  laxv; 
and  I  wil!  preserve  unto  the  bishops  and  clergy  of 
this  realm,  and  to  the  churches  committed  to  their 
charge,  all  such  rights  and  privileges  as  b\f  law  do  Oi 
shall  appertain  to  tJiem,  or  any  of  them ;''— besid 
the  Act  of  Uniformity,  the  Corpcration  and  the 
Test  Acls. 

Whether  these  preservative  statutes  against  Po^ 
pery— these  lemaioing  safeguards  of  Protestantism 
—be  maintained  or  repealed,  must  be  determined  hy 
your  the  friends  and  admirers  of  our  glorious  and 
unri^'aUed  Constitution.  Why  were  the  principal 
of  these  protective  laws  enacted?  To  exclude  the 
Stuarts  from  the  throne  of  this  realm,  and  their  par 
tisanH,  whose  religious  prejudices  and  arbitrary  po 
litical  principles  were  repugnant  to  the  spirit,  and. 
incompatible  with  the  existence^  of  British  Liberty^ 
from  offices  of  trust,  emolument,  and  power. 

The  creed  of  the  Romish  commtinion  had  beei 
discovered  by  rueful  experience  to  be  irreconcilably 
opposed  to  civil  freedom  and  tu  our  apostolic  reli- 
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gion.  Whenever  any  opportunity  occurred,  have 
not  the  adherents  of  the  Pope  uniformly  employed 
their  strenuous  exertions  to  obtain  not  an  equality, 
but  a  pernicious  and  an  overbearing  ascendancy  in 
the  Stale:  ?  They  adopti^d  !>nch  perilous  inodcti  of 
proceediug,  and  so  frequently  disturbed  tbc  tran- 
quillity of  the  empire,  Ibat  our  wise  forefathers  wore 
impeilcd  in  self-defence,  to  relieve  tlicraselvcs  by 
these  enactments  from  tyrannical  oppression,  and 
to  render  their  posterity  unfettered  from  the  into- 
lerable shackles  of  a  foreign  ecclesiastical  despot 
And,  this  leads  immediately  to  the  consideration  of 
our  first  proposition : — 


I 


I. — That  the  Protestants  of  Great  Britaix 

AND  l&EI^ASI)  POSSESS  AN  ACQUIREU,  AND  INALIBN* 
ABLR  BIGHT  TO  POLITICAL  KSD  RELIGIOUS  ASCKN- 
IJAXCV    IN  TIIK  StATC- 

Protestants  have  acquired  a  right  to  political 
ascendancy  in  this  empire,  in  consequence  of  their 
faithful  and  in>mutable  adherence  to  the  fundamen- 
tal maxims  of  the  Britisli  Constitution  in  Church 
and  State,  bes^Jdeis  their  zealous  guardianship  of 
those  la\vs,  established,  at  various  periods,  for  the 
protection  of  this  empire  from  foreign  dominion. 
Actuated  by  these  principles,  our  Protestant  an- 
cestors selected  the  Brunswick  fomily,  from  its 
manifest  devotion  to  civil  and  religious  liberty,  to 
vield  the  regal  sceptre  over  these  kingdoms.  And. 
that  choice  v^hich  originated  in  ntoUves  of  prudence 
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and  patriotism,  hzs  been  revered  by  the  loyaU'i 
ii  «adeared  by  the  iioblc*iuinded,  for  the  tnagQaDi- 
moutf^  consistent^  and  const  it  utional  virtues  of  this 
illustrtouH  lineage. 

Since  that  memorable  epoch,  our  national  pro^ 
spcriiy  has  advanced  in  an  iincxpectfid  and  unexam- 
plud  degree.  The  beneficent  power  of  our  Sove- 
reignty has  been  extended  over  divert  states,  and  oui 
alliance  coDstaiitiy  besought  by  numerous  forei; 
potentates.  While  British  valour,  with  the  ^ory 
of  our  victorious  fleeiit,  and  armies,  have  been  the 
perpetual  Ihenie  of  rejoicing  at  home,  have  they  not 
been  iuccHsauily  envied,  but  never  surpassed,  by 
Burrounding  nations?  Have  not  the  enactments  of 
our  legislature,  and  the  measures  of  our  govern- 
mcnt>  bceu  frequently  commended  for  succouring 
the  oppressed,  aud  for  tending  to  rescue  millions  of 
meu  fn»in  the  most  ruthless  tyranny  ?  Have  we  not 
successfully  negotiated  in  behalf  of  tottering  em- 
pires, and  preM^rved  them  from  apparently  loevi* 
table  ruin  T  Audj  why  have  such  political  blesaiogs 
accompanfod  our  measiurc^  !  Because  we  possessed 
SovoTcignf,  wbuAO  ruling  maxims  accorded  with 
prudence,  and  w^re  tempered  with  clemency, — a 
ParUumont,  wtu^se  nu«picioua  eikactuients  were  justly 
applaudi^d  an  cond^tovo  to  the  public  weal, — asd  a 
toyal  daiifu)  people,  nalow  for  ttie  happiness, 
prv«(tcf)tv,  and  tlra  glory  t^f  our  em|>UQ. 

BRITAIN  huviu]*  Houri^ixi  under  aaltttary  Prcv? 
t«aiant  eouncdN  nndwtth  tho  bea^ co-operatioD of 
a  WolMtiwt  p€Of4ch  n  it  puliiic,  U  it  just  by  ravm* 
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iDg  Uie  scene^  to  endanger  tlm  happy  alliuuccofChurcb 
aod  £tAte,  or,  to  impede  a  coutinuaucc  of  thin  rdtcU 
togis  conditioa  ,of  our  atTairsI  Doej  it  accord  wUfa 
the  most  visionar}-  poliHcal  principlcjs  to  endeavour 
to  appease  tlie  rancour  of  a  deitiguiD^^  aiul  Jcauitical 
party,  by  eipaudiog  tbe  iiortals  of  our  venerate 
Constitution ;  or,  by  dismantling  tbe  Few  remaiaing 
barriers  of  Protestantism?  Should  Dot  the  natural 
consequenceB  of  these  measures  be  sedulously 
^'cigbod,  and  thoroughly  contemplated  before  their 
baneful  adoption?  Koactmentsof  thisexpcriuieu- 
lal  nature  should  never  be  passed  without  diligently 
considering  those  for  whom  the  risk  is  run,  besides 
tbofia  who  are  deprived  of  their  indefeisible  rigbu 
and  privileges, 

The  British  Gotcmmcnl,  even  iu  the  acttilb  of  iu 
happiness  aod  prosperity,  should  never  forget  the 
gratuitous  exploiu  of  those  who  contnbuted  to- 
wards raiding  this  nation  to  an  uorivaUcd  piniiaclo 
of  grandeur*  and  of  glory.  It  should  still  remem- 
ber, that  Constitutiunal  Britons  and  loyal  frisbnieQ 
vahintarily  enrulUid  themselves  into  military  bodies, 
when  appalling  perili^  menaced  the  State;-  perils 
which  portended  the  sub\er!>ion  of  regal  power,  aud 
ibo  destruction  of  legislative  authority*  Who  can 
Ibrget  tb^  zeal  and  uoaoirtiity  which  iovigorateil 
BritODSt  when  Buonaparte— the  coloasua  of  tyranny 
— cuutemplated  the  invasion  of  this  kingdom  ?  Who 
can  forget  their  unparalleled  liberality  in  contri- 
i^uliog  sexera)  millions  sterliag  towards  defraying 
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flte'p«!uniary  exigenoips  of  thfit  period  ;  and  their 
intense  anxiety  for  being  mursballcd  to  meet  the 
insidious  aud  deceitful  foe?  Who  can  forget  their 
dauntless  determinatioD  to  sacrifice  titeir  property, 
their  interests, — nay,  even  their  lives*  in  defence  of 
those  principles  which  have  long  guided  and  ac- 
tuated the  government  of  this  realm?  Who  re- 
members not,  that  thost  were  ihe  Protlstants  o 
Ekolakd? 

And.  who  remembers  not  the  PaoTF-srAvr  Volun 
TEEHs  ofTbeiand,  With  those  Protestant*  who  pre- 
served that  kingdom  to  Great  Britain,  at  a  critical 
epoch?  Viho  can  forget  the  conduct  of  those  pa- 
triots, enroUii^  themselves  into  a  national  militia, — 
encountering  privations  and  fatigue  to  defend  their 
country;  and,  thus  scouring,  as  a  precious  jewel 
in  the  royal  crown,— that  important  portion  of  tlic 
empire  to  Great  Britain?  *'  Respect  I  entreat  you/' 
(said  the  Earl  of  Limerick  in  the  House  of  Lords,^) 
'*the  feehngs  of  the  ProlCRtants  of  Irelnnd.over  true 
to  their  religion,  faithful  to  their  king,  and  enthu- 
stafiticaUy  attactied  to  the  British  connexion.  De* 
gcemled  from  yourselves;  in  fij^'hting  ^'alinntly  their 
own  battles,  they  have  served  your  interef^ts,  and 
have  prevented  by  their  exertions,  thut  fair  nod 
beauUful  island,  from  being  torn  from  the  British 
empire.  In  seeking  new  friends,  whom  possibly 
you  may  f»il  to  conciliate,  neglect  not  your  old  ones; 


*  Sp«orh<fib«Cu1orLltMtMliiibeHou»flOrLordf,Uar  ioilt,  leOS. 
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but  rtmainfirm  Iq  thouc  who  fratx  in  tht  iwrii  of  ttmts 
remaiiiai Jirm  to  ifou"  "  Remember/'  (said  I^ord 
OriellO  "  tbat  you  have  settled  us  (Proteatauts)  in 
Ireland,  und^r  the  failh  of  your  protec'tion ;  that  on 
that  faith,  we  claim  a»  our  inheritance  all  Ihe  bled- 
abgH  uf  tlidt  glorious  Coustitutiua  whjch  uur  ances- 
tori  and  ytiurs  have  rou^Hit  and  bled  for;— the 
Hanover  Succession,  tlie  illuKtrious  House  of  Bruns* 
wick  on  the  throne,  a  ProlcBlont  Kmg.  wilii  Pro- 
testant Cuuu!^eUor»,  Protectant  Lords,  and  Protec- 
tant Commons.  Tiiis  is  \vhat  I  call  Proit^tant 
Ascc^OAXQr  in  the  true  sense  of  tbe  plirase»  and 
while  I  can  utter  my  voice  in  thi«  Houste,  I  will  ever 
demand  it  for  my  coanlry."*  The  Earl  of  West- 
moreland, lute  Ijurd  Liuulcuutit  uf  Iretaud,  nl»o 
declared  in  tlie  House  of  Lords,  that  the  Protestants 
of  Ireland!  were,  *'  a  ptvptc  bi)  whose  io^aUj/  and 
tMurrige  that  kingdom  uas  svcartd,  whose  cvmhict  was 
ncK''  cqmiUtd  iy  atrjf  JccscripiioH  of  tnc/t  m  any  couh' 

But,  why  were  those  Britons  and  Irishmen  uniteil 
tn  fien1imcnt,-*uititcd  in  operation?  Because  they 
mfituatly  veucmtcd  the  l.aw3;,  the   Liberties,  and 


kom  ihc  lail  <T3is:vtt  Ukva  in  tH^I,  whidi  shows  thixi  m  Uktcr,  lie  pvpulft- 
tioa  vcm  1,?0(^OUO  »f  nbom  ],1T0/»CKJ  were  Prolci^untt.  lu  LdnM«r>  tli« 
fH^lAliiMi  wai  I,7.^7tDO0,  cf  vihom  ^TO/KX*  ntte  ProEedtaiiU.  In  Uunslcr, 
the  |H»])Ulaiion  niu  t,'>:id/MXi,  or  wbom  •£WJ)t)0  yttre  I'rolefttatiU.     Id  all 

•ad  tome  otd  niimbi^n-     &h:  Spi  oib  urLc^iilitj  J'ufctvr,  I'lv^.,  in  HR>itf*ttant 
Pniici|>U».  js  WO,  nlrn  the  suhjcvl  »  RiLly  cuirovol- 
l  Specoli  cftli<  Hod  (if  Westmorelani).    St'e  t^te^uni  Pntic\\i^v9,  p.  64. 


XIV  SUPREMACY  OF  THE  CHUttCH- 

Constitution  of  this  r^lm,  the  jioliliCftl  blesrfngs  o( 
which,  having  long  enjoyed,  they  Were  consequently 
desirous  to  transmit  them  unendangeredj  aiid  uninh 
paired  to  their  Protestant  posterity. 

That  Protestants  poeBOSs  an  iDalieDahle  right  to 
religioud  ascendancy  must  be  manifest,  vrhen  it  is 
considered,  that  they  have  ceded  to  the  State,  the 
supremacy  of  their  Church— which  cession  natU' 
rally  entitles  it  to  civil  protection  and  to  exclusive 
establishment.  If  divers  religions  were  admitted 
to  an  equality  in  the  kingdom — the  United  Church 
of  England  and  Ireland,* — that  Church  which,  Uke 


A  rock-built  temple  stands. 

Stupendous  pile!  unwrought  by  mortal  hands, 

in    consequence    of   having    lo5t    her    supremacy, 
would  hold  an  inferior  station,  and  be  therefore  in- 


*  Hiat  the  TrUh  aod  Bnti^h  Churches  were  united  at  an  eariy  p«riod 
and  agreed  in  their  religious  worship,  b  manifeflt  frorn  both  coDcuning  In 
the  time  of  celebrating  Easter ;  also^  Austin'^  three  bishops,  who  invited 
the  Irish  to  join  the  Church  of  Rome,  said,  in  their  letter  to  the  Irish 
faish<^^  that  the  Iiish  differed  in  nothing  fiom  the  BrtiODs- — Beti^t  HM. 
1.  ii.  c.  4.  "  Tbe  bishops  in  Ireland  were  nominated  bj  the  Irish  Kings, 
■S  the  bishops  in  England  by  the  Sajtnn  and  Norman  Kings  down  to  tbe 
beginning  of  ihe  rmrJflA  century.''— TiAb-**  Rf/^.  o^^AcjLh^oi/ fr^i^p^  7g^ 
79.  DMm^  1815.  "  It  cannot  be  Stowed  ont  of  voj  Aonameat  of  uti- 
tftitj,  that  Hx  Ksbop  of  Rome  appointed  any  legates  to  exercise  sprntna] 
jarisdictioa  otct  Ireland  before  GillibertDS,  that  is,  before  the  tvetkk  c«d- 
l3trsr^UtittrtRiiig.eftheAiKinUlr^,y.74.  ** The  first  ecclesiaaticai 
tribote,  that  cTCr  CUM  into  the  Pope's  coSenootoriretutd,  was  the  rohia.- 
t»y  oftr  of  Henry  U-"— fifar,  p.  1*0-  "  All  ecclesiastical  aatbority  in 
IrahnH,  had,  tjB  about  fan  jvus  before  the  accession  of  Uoiry  U.  bca 
entciaed  by  her  own  pretatea." — I^ln^t  Bat.  uf  Inimtd,  roL  L  c^.  i. 

An  ample  descripbon  of  tbe  amieni  nUgtomtjilnA^j^^Mod  o4ker  maOtn 
perttaettl  AticiOy  ia  si^ijomed  in  the  ippendix  to  *^  PnccBtant  Frindpfcs.*' 
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competent  to  coDteud  against  rival  sects,  with  pro- 
porttoDute  streD^tb.  The  State  is  consequently 
bound  to  maintain  her  security — to  preserve  faer 
riglitd  and  privileges — to  render  bcr  paramount  and 
uscendant  above  every  religious  sect  in  Iheae  domi-^ 
nions. 

The  independence  and  antiquity  of  the  Church 
of  England  are  indubitably  established  by  the  most 
failliful  and  eminent  histurians.  Gitda»  ^italce^  that 
the  Go»pcl  was  preached  in  Britain  before  the 
defeat  utl3oadicca,  which  took  place  in  the  yearfil. 
Tertulliun.  in  the  second  ceniury  «y»,  that  before 
hia  time  Cbristianity  had  extended  itself  to  parta  of 
Britain  inaccessible  tu  the  Roman  arms,  EuBcbius 
remarks,  that  the  Go$pcl  M*ua  jireachcd  in  the  Britiiih 
isles  "  tn/  sovit  of  the  Ajfosiles:^'  while  Thcodorct  and 
Venantius  declare,  tliut  St.  Paul  was  in  Britain  and 
founded  tbe  Brilit^i  Cbtirch.  To  these  facts  re&pcct-* 
log  its  antiquity,  a  few  observations  may  be  sub* 
joined  aa  to  its  independence  of  the  Papal  See. 
And,  tbe  principal — that  which  difEiingui^hed  alt 
ancient  churchcit  that  dissented  from  the  Romish — 
is  tbe  remarkable  diflurence  in  the  lime  of  celebrat- 
ing Kasicr^  %vluch  demonstrates  the  British  Church 
to  bare  been  totally  independent  of  tbe  Pa|)a(  See 
until  the  seventh  century.  Fiirlher,  at  that 
period,  the  British  bishops  disallowed  the  Popes 
supremacy  or  power,  in  rejecting  the  overtures  of 
Austin,  and  in  refusing  to  acknowledge  any  spiri- 
tual authority,  but  that  of  their  own  metropolitan. 

The  Church  of  England  (Eeele«ia  Anglicana)  bs* 
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came  incorporated  with  the  civil  Constitution  of  the 
realDi  at  an  early  period.  It  was  placed  under  the 
special  protection  of  the  law  by  Magna  Cbarta; — 
that  great  Charter  which  was  framed  by  the  Barons, 
who  refused  the  Pope  s  mediation,  and  by  a  Clergy, 
who  hated  the  Pope  for  his  exactions.  And,  the 
Church  of  England  continues  to  this  day  the  same 
national  Church,  that  has  subsisted  from  the  time  of 
its  first  apostolical  institution,  having  the  same  epis- 
copal government,  and  the  same  fundamental  doc- 
trines, which  it  had  from  the  beginning;  but,  freed 
from  the  uDscriptural  usages  and  anti-cbristian  doc- 
trines, which  had  crept  into  it  during  the  dark  ages 
of  Papal  influence.* 

*  Svo  th«  ■'  Prolt^lant'a  C&teclusiD"  by  Dr.  Bukgess,  Bishop  of  Salis- 
bury  {ivAi"  o{  Si,  I>flvid'fl)  whcrcj  in  p,  1 1>  the  question  arises : 

i).  \Vh«t  uiti^wt^T  do  yoti  ^ve  to  the  question,  vhich  Popish  writera  ex- 
ul(iii)rl>\  bui  ignoranlly,  ask:   IVhtrtwai  tk£  Omrckt^EHgltmd  b^bre  tht 

J.  1  AitiiviTr  Omt  xhf  Church  rtf  Britaia  existed  for  mjt  trntttrkt  before  the 
iS^i^^ik /inl  misth^mtritt  vivtf  *eat  tu  thu  country  for  the  convenion  of  our 
I^xoH  AiK^h^TS :  Aiul  fi>T  rlftxn  <rHttrin  bcA>re  the  cstablishmeot  of  the 

tj«  \Vh«t  ftirv  thi^  K^v«r«t  ii^()ocKfL  tif  Oie  British  Churdi  before  the  uriml 
^th«  lV)>cV  m(»«it^Miy,  Au»tinf 

1 .  Si.  I\«ri  pn^^tttwi;  m  ttht^m  in  ihieini  ^Nntury. 

4i  I  wmi V  |Mvl(VtiM(  t^'  ^'bri»tMu«1y  in  the  arvMaJ. 

^i.  X\w  \'^\\S'\ti\AM  ("•TSTv^xihxn.  "(thich  txi  th*  Iw^animr  of  tike  fourth 
vt^\m\i  w«vt,>visi  ihr  ttrtiud  »unt^  wh^^  «rnv  Chnslnas  of  tbe  Onudi  in 
tW  ri*»«\v«iw^. 

<.  IV  i\*wK'il  *>(^  AiW,  •(  *hK*  *Y*r  |^K4r«t  »nyt^  Bdush  bbbop^ 

f    IV  ^MJr*\'^^'*  *■*'  t*is*  IX^^xV  **itSKv\V  *?  <V  l^-ioA  bobops  in  the 
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But,  why  does  our  tolerant  Refonucd  religion 
ostly  dej^crve  a  naiional  prc-emiuenee  f  Because 
the  Chrititian  Apostolical  Church  of  England — (ob- 
serves a  modern  writer) — siuiptc  in  its  worship, 
pure  in  iCfl  creeds,  modest  in  its  pretensions,  pastoral 
iu  its  care,  joining  humility  with  inquiry,  and  tem- 
pering freedom  vriih  obedience,  with  a  liturgy  full 
of  practical  holinc&St  a  discipline  of  plain  and  Bound 
ordinances*  and  doctrines  or  peace  and  i&ulvation,  is 
formed  to  he  the  handmaid  of  justice,  and  the  meet 
companion  of  good  government.  With  such  a  religion 
the  alliance  of  ttie  State  ift  noble,  generous,  and 
grateful.  To  avoid  the  Aolecinm  of  an  hnpcrium  in 
imperii,  the  supremacy  is  vested  in  the  civil  magis- 
trate. But  the  supremacy  keeps  within  its  natural 
bounds.  It  leaves  untouched,  the  province  of  the 
minietryt  its  duties  and  it«  exterior  discipline,  while 
it  prtaide«  over  uud  regulates  the  external  economy 
of  the  Church.  Thus,  there  is  a  close  alliance  with- 
out intermixture  of  office,  or  the  interference  of  the 
magistrate  in  matters  purely  eccle^tastticai;  and 
without  the  danger  of  a  paramount  Pricflthood»  or 
factious  hierarchy, — Parallel  gradations  and  disiinc- 
tioDs  clothe  with  dignity  and  gravity  the  ministers 
of  religion,  and  match  them  in  equal  eodety  with 
the  civil  orden*,  from  the  humblest  to  the  highest 
ranks.  The  luxuriant  harmony  of  our  free  atate  i« 
accompanied  and  controlled  throughout,  by  the  au- 
tborilativc  voice  of  truth  and  divine  morality — 
Church  and  State  under  this  happy  temperament, 
form  but  one  society-    Every  member  of  the  one  is 
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z  memberof  the  other  and  Liberty.  La\r,  and  Reli 
51011,  is  the  triple  ligature  which  bindj^  tlieConsutu- 
tion  round  uur  hearts. 

The  legislature,  therefore,  in  gratitude  for  services 
rendered  to  the  empire,  by  the  spiritual  and  lay 
memhera  of  Protestantism,  should  ever  manifest  an 
earnest  zeal,  and  an  auxiou»  determination  to  accord 
with  tlie  views,  and  to  promote  ihe  intereHU,  of  its 
immutable  adherents.  When  petitions,  in  behalf  of 
Protestant  Principles  and  against  Roman  Catholic 
pretensions,  are  presented  to  either  House,  they 
should  be  estimated  as  coutuinini>:  the  sentiments  of 
men,  who  render  to  the  Sovereign  an  iniequivocu^j 
and  an  undivided  allegiance — who  acknowledge  ti^| 
foreign  power,  prelate,  or  potentate,  within  this 
realm, — and  whose  devoted  attachment  to  the 
Britniiwick  family  has  been  frequently  cviuced,  atkd 
still  reigns  predominant. 

Adhering   to   the   maxims,   propagated    at   tiie 
earliest   dawn,  and    resplendent  consummation    of 
British    liberty,    Protestants   of  ihc    preitent  day, 
reprobate  nut,    but  commeud,  mi  iudclmitc  tole 
tion,  lu  every  sect  and  class  of  persons  in  this  kin, 
dom*     But,  forewarneil  by   history  and  existi 
statutes,  that  Roman  Catholics  have  l>een  sedulousi 
excluded  from  power,  in  consequence  of  their  in- 
eliaation  to  arbitrary   political  principles,  besides 
foreign  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  and  convinced  by 
experience  of  tbe  inefficiency  and  danger  of  further 
coocessions. — we  oppo4>€   their  "  total,  unqualified 
and  uncouditiuaar  demands,  as  rcpugnaut  to  the 
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established  laws  of  tbe  Natioot — incompatible  witb 
tbe  spirit  of  ourg^lorious  Constitution,— and  iticon- 
g^uous  Nvitb  the  precautionary  principles  of  PratUA- 
tantism-  -'Our  Cburcb  is  Protestant,  our  SUtc  i« 
Protc^UiDt,  our  Goverrmient  ih  Protesliint  in  all  its 
parts:'  or,  as  Loao  Colchester  sigmlicantjy  re- 
marked, **  Our  Protestaat  a^endaocy  mufit  be 
paramount,  or  we  shall  have,  in  no  long  time,  a 
Roman  Catholic  doiDiibation.  Let  us  not  deceive 
ourselves,  Theso  iwo  claims  lo  power  arc  utterly 
inoonipatibie  and  irrecuncitable.' * 

11» — ^TnAT,  THE  Roman  Catholics  who  rkcoonize 

A  FOREIGN  ECCLfiSMSTlCAL  JURIHOICTtON  WITHIN  THIS 
REALM,  ENJOr  AS  MAXT  PRIVILEGES,  AS  IT  IS  EXPE- 
DIENT FOR  A  NATION  E-SSBNTlALLY  PrOTBSTANT  TO 
CONCEDE. 

What  privileges  do  individuals  profef^sing  the 
Romau  Catholic  religion  enjoy  indiscriminately  with 
their  Prott'stant  fellow^aubjects?  They  possess 
every  benefit  of  civil  liberty, — arc  eligible  to  almost 
every  uflice  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  to  the  Magis- 
tracy, to  the  freedom  of  Corporations,  and  can 
legally  exercise  the  Elective  Franchise,  Tliey  arc 
members  of  the  teamed  professions,  and  in  the  law 
department,  several  persons  of  Ibis  creed  enjoy  lu- 
crative situations,  among  which  is  ihe  Chief  Remem- 
brancership  of  Ireland,  and  the  Assistant-Barrister- 
ship  of  some  counties  in  that  kingdom.    They  gra- 

*  S;>occl)  of  Lof^  Cdtltttfcr  in  the  IIodh!  cf  Lor<U.--Sc«  Proi«suni 
IPnaciplaf,  p  76 
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(hiate  at  the  IJnivemty,  hefiideBjKiRpessing  a  collfig 
(Maynooth)  built  at  the  public  expense,  and  sup* 
ported  by  an  annual  grant  from  Govemmenlp  for  Ihe 
exclusive  inBtruclion  and  preparation  of  their  clergy* 
They  are  pf)vernors  of  public  hoards,  and  several  of 
this  sect  have  been  appointed  to  influential  sitiia- 
tioutt  in   the  excise,  custom,  ami  other  revenue  d^^ 
partments.    They  are  free  in  the  acquisition,  in  tHi 
enjoyment,  and  in  the  disposal  of  every  species  of 
property.     They  can    pnrchase    land,   fiettle    their 
estatefif  and  enjoy  all  the  profits  arif^ing  from  com- 
mercial industry.      They  poi^se&s  the   undit«turbed 
exercise  of  their  religious  worship,  immunity  from 
partial  burdens,  and  the  unrestricted  choice  of  resi- 
dence, ftociety,  occupation,  and  discipline.* 
The  Uonifto  Catholics  of  Ireland  enjoy  those  pi 
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*  Br.  ttoj.  111  A  pulOTtJ  Ivtt'^r  datifd  DiiMin,  S^Ui  of  Maj,  I'OS,  totk^t 
%  wum  Hud  EiiiniJKrrDc  i^ulo|i^'  on  \\\v  lartro  ihun*  cf  civil,  polilicail.  >iid 
Tcli^unu  Hgbts  vith  vhich  tiie  Itotnan  (Jaihollcs  wirrcr  now  kjEHlljr  ihTestmd. 
fiul  another  prdiic.  Dr.  Moyinn,  expresses  ilie  taait  sfuitimenis  to  nw^ 
bpii^r,  thftt  J  wouM  prcf>^r  rooking  ttr^o  of  hi»  wonltr.  "  I  would  hftiv  jm^*" 
VH^^  Yta*,  iiddrnning  Ujv  flwuun  Oilliglics  of  liis  dif>cc4«»  Cork^  llMh  April, 
1790>  **  I  woul^  hnvc  y<ni  not  uikiuijidful  <■!  ilio  bJcmiii^  you  ciipy,  nad 

atftfriMia^n  &f  th^  Cmtltttitinn.  The  pevel  inrnt.  untlt^r  nhlHl  oii' 
gro^nvj,  have  httJt  abnoii  ait  dtjne  outii^.  Vou  trnv*'  thv  V4)(iifi>rt  offvi.  i  ^ 
yaut  bol;  rc^ij^ion  vithoui  controiil;  and  to  Ihe  twDignily  of  gorvrointW 
tmt\  llo  Elbe nliiy  oJ  Faninmpni,  v>«  are  indi^bUd  for  ihe  eslabliiliniirDi  ukd 
cndonmmt  cf  a  IloiDvn  Catholic  caUt^^  Oa  tut  e&tciiitnc  |rLitu,  aIuvIb  vfld 
uBopd  A  litxirul  fiduculion  lo  our  yc>uth,  and  ■  ttijkply  vi  durjy  1o  out 
<.  huKli,  svheu  iJw  pit4«nl  iwntraiioo  have  liniihcid  tiieit  «iri*r  "  *•  T*tK 
aroJ'iitSHiTi  that  thottU  ercite  and  call  cut  all  our-  uraJittidf  ;  and  iUa  gnt^ 
(udciA'eihuutd  evince  by  dtfr/if^  altachmrnt  to  th-ConsCirndcn,  ^q  oMlistot 
loyally  to  our  irmcioiis  Sovvnhgii, — u  Soveitign,  who  hv  docu^  non  for 
iImj  Ituui^ti  Cikiliuljc  hviyt  nnd,  indet^l,  fbr  iJiis  kingdom  la  gccml,  Uiaa 
ncy  or  *II  of  hit  prcckomior^ '*  Sec  il<v.  Dr.  PhillpotH'i  *cry  fch 
pc^rrftit  l#tl?r  to  JUr  Canninif,  pn  138*9. 
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riteges  equally  with  their  fellow-5ut>ject£  of  the  Pro- 
testant Church.  Are  not  these  im|>ortaut,  honour- 
able, numerous,  and*  as  several  illtistrious  states^ 
men  conceive,  as  many  a»  it  is  expedient  for  a  na- 
tion csMzntially  Protestant  to  concede  tu  individualBi 
who,  in  acknuwledging  a  foreign  ecclesiastical  jutis* 
(tictton  v^ithin  thia  realm,  consequently  render  to 
the  State,  but  an  imperfect  and  a  divided  alle- 
giance! 

For,  "the  Catholic  prelates  (says  Dr  Doyle,) 
reccgnixe  in  the  Pope,  a  right  and  potrcr,  not  only  to 
tirppreas  and  establish  chapters,  but  also  to  sup- 
press, alter*  modify  and  change  bishoprica,  to 
reduce  metropolitans  to  ihu  rank  of  i»uffragttub, 
and  vice  vers^,  whenever  the  interests  of  the 
Church  or  necessity  requires  it;  but  what  may  be 
more  shocking  to  the  layman,  they  even  believe 
,hat  i/ic  PopeU  thcjutl^c  of  the  ncccssitift  which  would 
warrant  such  a  proceeding-"*  And,  Dr  Doyle,  also 
observes,  '•  whether  a  Pope  ought,  or  ought  not,  to 
have  spiritual  aidhoritt/  in  this  realm,  is  a  question 
which  depends  on  the  other: — Whether  be  be,  or 
bt!  nuL  the  head  of  the  Catholic  Church,  for  if  he 
be,  it  is  manifest,  that  wherever  there  are  Catholics 
be  must  hare  jurisdiction  over  them/'  "  How  can 
a  man  df^clare  that  he  has  not  juriKdiclion  in  this 
m,  whereas  his  having  it,  and  exercising  it,  is  as 
tootorious  'da  the  existence  of  the  suu  at  noon.    In 


*  Dr.  Dojlc'a  (J.  K.  L.)  teller  in  t^  DuUfa  £T«dB$  Pal,  MureU 
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prevents  tbeir  aokuowledgtug  Uic  entire  sove- 
reignty of  their  King, — and  compels  tlicm  to  obey 
a  foreign  jurisdiction}  The  spiritual  autlionty  of 
the  Pope* 

The  Eakl  of  Livearooi.  wah  Llii;relbre  justified  in 
declaring  tliat,— *'  the  Froteslant  gives  ao  eolire 
allegiance  lo  his  Sovereign;  the  Roman  Catholic  a 
divided  one.  The  service  of  ihe  former  is  complete, 
that  of  the  latter  only  qualified  ;  and  unJess  it  can 
be  proved  to  me,  Uiat  the  man  who  works  for  half  a 
day,  is  entitled  to  as  much  wages  as  the  man  M'ho 
^rorks  the  whole  day,  or  in  other  words>  the  half  is 
eqoat  to  the  whole,  1  cannot  admit,  that  th^  Roman 
Catholic^  whose  allegiance  is  divided  between  a  spi- 
ritual and  a  temporal  master,  is  entitled  to  tlie  en- 
joyment of  the  same  civil  rights  and  privileges  as 
the  Protestant,  whose  allegiance  is  undivided,  and 

niki :  "  Q^  Wliui,  ihcn,  ^(  «T«fy  pip^l  iii  Knglnacl  aix<l  Irrlniiil  tlioulrl  i^ 
nmiDta  ibc  ffiMporf/authuritr  of  th«  Hope*  ji.  The  rfriiUDciUion  of  tbt 
I^)p«?'9  ttapttr^  ftulbority,  a  aa  Mcuniy  of^iiurt  iht  inducoc^  of  hu  J|pt/v 
fBi/  juruUicti'Mi,  ftnd  tliorrfbrc  uo  wnnunt  for  eatnuting  Fapitu  vriiU 
polkicnl  |)ov>.T.  U-  Vij  uo(  (lio  ^voraiei  of  Hoprrr  cciiiKd  retigion  witli 
tbfdr  plot  for  tljf  Rouma  CuUiqlio  cJauds  i  A,  Thty  do,  Tlucy  sdmii  ihir 
Popo^  SvpnuRUi^  lo  b«  li  piut  at  u  Rcanti  Coiholic's  relis^a,  And  iirg« 
lift  Mier«d  fights  of  cynit(eien('«  in  hi»  ^Tour :  u  if  a  1'rolcfiant  hud  nisi 
iLfe  lasiB  Mu^rcd  nfUts,  nnd  mu  no€  r<iiuTly  hound  in  ooitfciencj?  lo  deny 
lift  *ud  >Sii{ireniacy,  ajud  lo  oppoM  ii,  &9  a  falm  grouiMi  of  ihc  Roman 
CuIioIk*!  p[«a  Cor  hb  noo-cooformity.  Q.  Is  DOl  rdis><ifi  ^^  ^'^  in- 
iLttftUly  0ODnc<:lcd  witb  lhi^  rioUitiiut'A  objeciioa*  to  Ihe  Eoimui  Caiholjc  - 
cfairap  f  J'  II  b*  Our  l^uUvlHnt  CaiiJilHulJuii  ii  rrl%Jou3k«  vriill  m  ^joliticftl^ 
rWulJfiafdaii  in  CbinfA  ami  Stitr^  \a  ^o  vtModjircl  at  kyuliy  aod  njli^OQ^ 
*tW  Kiev  II  llii>  Kvad  of  OUT  Chutdi,  from  whom  iho  Itomuft  Calhollc 
tmi»£en  hb  spiritual  allegiui<«  10  ilic  Pctp?.'' 
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who  acknowledges  but  one  ruler."*  Dr.  Mabsi 
Lord  Bishop  of  Peterborough ,t  observes  that,  "  &I- 
[egiatiee  to  the  Pope  rrtujtt  interfere  with  allegiance 
to  the  King.  And  whcu  it  does  iatcrfere,  when  ih 
soul  :s  threaieued  on  the  one  side,  the  budy  ouly 
the  other,  men  will  yield  to  that  authority*  of  wbieb 
they  are  the  most  afraid.  The  power»  which  com- 
mands the  conscience,  will  command  the  conduct 
of  the  man.  And  this  power,  which  is  a  foreign 
power  of  a  foreign  prince^  is  so  easily  directed  by 
foreign  intrigue  to  purposes  subservient  of  our  Con* 
BtitutloQ,  that  they  who  fiuhmit  to  such  a  power,  are 
hardly  qualified  to  undertake  the  guidance  of  dui 
Constilution."J 
From  what  privileges  arc  tlic  Roman  Catholics  of 


*  V^t\  at  l.tv«Y|H>f>1'a  ipoiViihr  set,  Prr>1«Blfliil  Priiirrpl«*,  p-  47, 
4  Biihop  cf  I'ulcrbarouKh'i  specdi,  M-e  Ptotcstnnl  Principlct,  p.  233. 
t  *'  To  talk  of  dmwinf  a  Ihie  of  demnrcntion  li^tti^cti  a  Rciin«&  Cs 
lholic*H  Allp-i^aRcr  to  the  Crown  niid  that  Eo  itie  TopCr  »  vuJi'  Whttl  it 
altrgrarice  but  ifcvotnm  f>f  nnmt  arid  body  t\>  a  tuperwr  povtTf  vhnlerrr  lltitt 
mtijf  Iff  U  two  |j(iwi:r<  di^zitimd  ullt^Uncr;  at  lliij  sitvie  tUnv,  aiiil  Oi« 
(4tnructfr  nf  oii«  of  Lh(r«(  powtjnj  and  the  tiutnrc  of  bu  anprvmiicj'  b  «tocli 
ai  diri^cllj  nfftcl  ihfi  ranscinicc  in  it^  UndcTMt  point,  allhough  iJut  Hripn^ 
macy  may  nol  he  pnrtically  fifpciflwi  so  a^  to  inurfere  wiih  ihe  8iI1effia»c« 
due  U>  tLc  oilier  power,  nho  can  prctcod  u>  tny  ttiui  it  will  always  bv  m 
fbrbeaLTin^  ^  Ji  /las  mtt^rktvAf  and  ci^ituinly  mrty  intcrfHcrr,  and  the  coa- 
ccplioD  eiTi«niuiitd  by  Uic  laoil  modciaic  Konuin  (.ntholic  cf  th« olumal* 
•nil  inftUcnuhk  |Kiwi3  of  Oiir  Hcily  C»lJic>lJc  aad  ApuslotJi;  Ctiunhj  wc«lil 
previmt  9tiy  *on  of  that  Church,  who  dtd  nol  wilfuUy  «4vil  undifr  ilio 
influMifQ  4>r  panj,  from  dpoyiTii:  ifv  t^»sibility.  Mr.  Ch&il«  Dutlcr,  im 
h»chftinbtf«  rti  LtUGohri  Jiifi,  may  piotr^i  agt;ni.t  any  such 90rern|nty  ni 
he  pkiuo ;  but  what  in  a  lAUta  ot  a  Qook  from  that  ifiK«Aiouj  penon  to 
nt^  who  know  nbai  has  b^m  pi?rpeir«ied  aud  tiefendfiJ  ilurinf  the  »cry 
butt  jcAT  \a  FiaAcv,  in  SpAJn,  and  in  PDClujpiJ,"— IlcnuLrU  oa  tf]«  Kuoao 
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Ireland  disqualified,  but  the  guidance  of  our  Con- 
stitulioDf    They  are  excluded  from  those  judicial, 
parliamentary,  and  \%\^\\  official  diguilies,   which 
mufit  he  indiH]>cti«ably  (^retervcd,  in  the  sole  pos&cfl- 
aiou   of  I'roleatauis,    for  the    balance  of  impartiui 
legislation^  and  due  administration  of  justice  over 
the  various  orders  of  society,  and  the  divers  sects 
which  exiftt,  and  arc*  loleruted,  in  this  empire-     If 
the  remaining  disabilities  on  Roman  CaihoUcs  wore 
repealed,  iK^sidcs  the  uiishapb  cuuse<|ueut  on  un- 
restricted   foreign    junsdiction,    it  would  also   be 
opening  a  broad  path  for  the  destrucUoa  of  onr 
unrivalled  Constitution,  tlie  fundamental  axiom  of 
which,  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  dcctarcdt  is  "  not  only 
that  the  King  should   be  Protestant,  but  that  he 
ihould  have  I'rotestant  Lords,  Protestant  Commons, 
ProtCHtuut  Counsellors,  and  Protestant  Judges." 


UL — That,  tub  AcguisinoN  op  political,  and 

BEUCttOL'S  POWf.K  EN  THK  KINGDOM,  18  THE  MANIFEST 
OBJECT  OF  THE  UoMAN  CaTHOIJCS;  AND  THAT,  AS 
StMII.AR  POWER  \S  POHXHSSION  OV  PKHSOXS  PROFES- 
S1NO  TUE  SAME  CRIlBD,  HAS  UCEN  niODUCTlVK  OF 
PANKFVL  CONSKQl'KNCeS  IN  TBOS£  STATES  W]IP;RK 
EXISTKKTj — 8UCO  POWEn  MUST  THEREFOHE  PAOVE 
IMMINENTLY  DETRIMENTAL  TO  THE  WELFARE,  PEACE, 
ASD    HAPPINESS    OF    THIS    PrOTESTANT    EMPIRE, 

Power— political  and  religious  power, — unques* 
tiouably  appears  to  be  the  principal  object  which 
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iuflueoces  the  conduct  of  the  Roman  Catholic  bod^i 
Towards  its  acquisiuon,  the  declantatioDs  of  its  laj^^ 
meOr  the  measures  of  its  priests,  and  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Roman  Catholic  Association  seem  solely 
concentrated,  it  is  not  exemption  from  civil  penal 
enactmenis,— it  is  not  an  equality  with  i^everal  sects 
of  their  Protectant  Dissonting  hrt^thi^cn  which  they 
require;— but  that,  which  only  remains  for  Protc«- 
tantft  of  the  Established  Church  to  concede,  power 
— religious  and  {lolitical  power,  in  the  mftnagement 
of  Slate  affairs.  This  is  their  desired  object;  this, 
their  imperious  demand!  this^  '  their  dream  byaighl 
and  thought  by  day/  Nothing  short  of  it—"  total, 
unqualified,  and  unconditionar' — will  repress  their 
restless  pursuits,  or  appease  their  almost  boundlew 
ambition. 

Butr  Britona  and   Irishmen  should  asedulousl 
quire,  after  considering  the  varioas  disabilities  whi 
have  been  removed   for  the  relief  of  Roman  C 
tbolics,  whether  they  we9^  satisfied  with  those  con- 
cessions when  obtained  7     Did  they  ftufKce  to  ourb 
that  refractory  spirit  maniicfitcd  previous  to  their 
grant,  or,  did  not  the  Roman  Catholics  afterwards 
declaim    with    equal,    if  not  increased  violence, 
against  the    established  instituliond  of  the  realm, 
and  vituperate  the  loyal,  tlie  great,  the  beneficen 
and    the   wise  ?     And,   if  their  prutcstiionti  which 
were  publicly  made,  and  as  pubhcly  recanted 
considered,    mimt  it  not  appear  manifest,   that 
being  impofisiblc  to  rely  on  ijiseduil  aftserltons. 


their 
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it  ifi  impossible  to  determine  whore  their  inooTating 
priociplcft  shall  lemiinate  ?• 

Various  restraints  were  removed  in  I778»bythe 
Irish  Parlianicni,  from  the  Roman  Catholic  body; 
contCDtmeDi  wus  to  ensue — but  were  ihcy  ^utisRcd? 
1q  1782.  additional  favours  wer«  conferred  ou  the 
Roman  Catholics ;  who,  having  souglit  further  boons, 
these  W6r6  not  merely  granted  in  1793^  bnt  niimerotu 
others  far  more  important — yet,  were  they  eatisfiod? 
A  few  montlm  had  scarcely  elapsed,  when  in  179G, 
notwithstanding  their  rc-itcrated  pubhc  dcclara- 
tioDS'^they  petitioucd,  and  have  been  since  peti- 
tioning the  Legfi«laturc,  for  admission  into  the  very 
vital»ofthe  Britiiih  Constitution,  and  unequivocally 
require  a  share  in  the  direction  of  Stale  aftairs,  with 
an  eligibility  to  the  highest  offices  of  trusty  emolu- 
ment, and  power — 


--■  *"    ■■-  ■■■-    ■  "  {jfitni  power, 

AsH  then  1  grnnt  ivv  pnt  n  slinf^  into  iAvm, 

Ttttl  tn  iheir  wil,  tJicy  mty  <lo  dangVT  witb/' 


^M  That  the  concession  of  "  total,  unqualified^  and 
H  iincuuditiuuar'  power  to  the  Romau  Catholici^,  itiu&t 
"  prove  detrimental  to  the  welfare,  peace,  and  hap- 

*  "  C-ilAiVn:  E^Mtnpaiint,"  ritys  Dr.  Dtrfltf  *'  will  i>oi  rcmi'dy  ijic  tv\{% 
tC  ibfi  XrfAt  t^fiem  -  It  viH  nft  aMfty  fht  JiJrvmir  vf'  rfO^Kttt  tcut^  ihc  (ntr- 
pHn^  HmIiiciit  fif  two  rhiirrilM.  Ani>  oLnfltMl,  ihf  fitli^r  fallen,  liaTli  high* 
niodud.  (tcrtiaiA  iatoltfiutl  i  it  mli  wn  cAe<k  Iht  rstiCorvu$  aniattnitie*  ttilA 
nJmJ,  d^crtnt  KCU  MtaU  rwrJb  otA^.  It  niU  nut  r^ntmr  alt  sutpicion  af 
forlniiity  in  f*ir  (i^rcf  awff nf,  wtfr*  Anioniut  hiTuiMf  Ih'i  t-it'eroy:  it  iritt  not 
ertrntt  that  lympatrAy  Utsitfn  tlit  ti^krcnt  cnftr*  of  tfa  ^atCf  Bhiefi  it  trvr 
iMiM^  rfrprWu^f  i«f  r€tigion^  M'ulifilt  C^lholii:  (.-munc^jiatiou  n  a  grmt 
n«afun.s  tkoA  if  xi^ot^t  not  <idy  vxruld  cRuci  mticli,  hxit  cy#H  n  pmung^  t^ 
Ultriar  fwiuum,  wliich  i.  provident  ttviitbtun-  ctmld  without  diffifully 
Act."— Lrllcr  l<i  Mr-  Ro1>crt>on.  (ingm  i  nnd  6, 
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ptiie»  of  this  Protestant  kiDgdom,  is  demonstrable 
not  only  by  contemplating  the  depressed  and  ea- 
Blaved  condition  of  those  states  where  they  predo* 
minate,*  but  also  from  the  undeniable  fact,  of  two 
opposite  political  and  religious  parties  being  then 
conjointly  established  in  the  State. 

Protestaats,  at  present,  perform  the  responsible 
duties  connected  with  municipal  legislative,  and 
high  constitutional  stations  of  trust  and  powers  but, 
were  the' Roman  Catholics   "emancipated,"  would 


*  "  It  11  not  frotn  this  country  (Ireland)  that  we  are  to  take  our  estimftie 
of  Ihtt  Uoman  CathoUc  Church — her«,  under  the  eye  of  a  moreeoli^ttf^ 
community,  her  Uity  are  reserred  aud  circumspect,  and  her  priests  can^ 
not  a»  in  other  countries—"  Play  such  fantastic  tricks  before  high  heaven, 
u  might  make  angeb  ^Br«ep."  Look  to  ^ere  she  haa  established  ber 
head-^uarterS|  loc^  to  Spain,  to  PoTtu|:a],  to  Italy,  what  a  picture  do  they 
present!  A  clergy  without  leunjng, — «  uobUity  vrithout  education,--'^ 
commonalty  witiuMit  occupation, — a  population  without  mhustence, — a 
loass  of  m«tidicant3  without  numb«r,*'-and  a  country  wiihoat  a  national 
character,  sare  that  of  indolence,  be^iguy,  sensuality  and  superatitionf^^t 
««untiy  th*t  unii«£  the  wHleat  extremea  of  mental  and  mond  dcgndaiioa, 
and  combines  all  the  refinements  of  rice  with  the  simplkity  of  the  pit^ 
Roundest  i^nonuioe :  where  the  libertine  rushes  reekii^  from  the  l^othel  to 
^  oonfeaatoiftal,  and  ^  shrine  gires  attentate  iMier  to  the  penitait  and 
the  assassin^  a  <twntTy  vlwre  the  native^  the  bom  vassal  of  the  deadliest  of 
all  <k9por$  ^firie$t1y  pc^wer,  d»re  not  even  call  his  ami  his  own,  where  he 
|ji*es  witboot  <wie  pMwwudi  pt)Tpo»^  <»ne  lofrr  thoofiht,  oae  glorious  aspiia^ 
tML  after  vk«u1  di&tinclion  or  monl  utility,— najK  ei«n  one  impforemeru 
■a  PCKtooe.  <r  oine  €lk^  of  ima^natkm^  for  ^  latter  would  cousin  hia 
boak  to  dte  mdrjc  ^rjmayrtiiw-w^  and  the  fbnneir,t  hit  pcnon  to  Ae  prison 
«f  the  lT>qw«kran,-'>^In  a  «-o«i^  wtiere  those  w^  ahuoabet  n  the  swbce  ot 
A*  pvwd  scarce  diUft^  from  th«»e  nV'"  f^mber  M^m  it,  »i»d  the  teiMuit  of 
^  Mh  IE  >ite  tW  tn>aint  <4  the  p^^v^  f^x^  n  ^  ptcture  of  Italy,  the 
li«»d-9UTf«n  <^  Ac  KovMm  ^^tln^to  TelifrMMi«-*««f4i  are  ^te  cfeoa  of  Uai 
vehptfi  wlN*re  it  w  permitted  to  retcn  t<nbo«iidod  and  iE«ir«»troUed." — See 
Kit.  Ma-  Mk^  t:\>^  SerwKvif  w^air^^  tV  t^ivm  f^ihf  Koman  Ca^Kilic 
Onx^    Mbhn  IPjd.  \^\.  ft^  IM-^^. 
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they  DDt  strive  to  participate  in  those  employments? 
And,  would  not  this  rivalsbip  cti^ndcr  appalliug 
animosities,  and  noeessarily  produce  ominous  dis* 
sensions  ?  Unless  the  Soverei^  clovuted  iiidivi-* 
duals  profesiiing  tliis  crtred,  |a  Uit-  bit^hcst  Conati' 
totioDdl  offices^  displeasure  would  be  expressed  at 
his  Majesty's  assumed  partiality;  unless  govoru- 
meiit  ap|>oinled  them  lo  colonial  situations,  dissa- 
tisfaction would  prevail ; — unless  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  selected  tbcm  as  privy  couusellors, 
judges,  hi};h-shc'rtffs,  and  nimilar  influential  djfrmties, 
violoni  declamations  \rould  be  fuhuinated  agajtijit 
the  Irifih  govemmcut.  The  feelings  of  envy  and 
irritation  would  not  terniinfite  even  here.  What 
nnpleassnt  proeeedings  would  inevitably  occur  in 
the  various  corporations  ?  In  every  city,  town,  and 
borough,  a  constant  clashing  of  interests  would  ap*- 
pear, — particularly  at  the  annual  election  of  mayors, 
frheriffs,  and  other  municipal  officers.  May  not  tliis 
rational  appreliension  of  evils  be  deemed  a  critc- 
rioQ  of  the  turmoil  and  confusion,  consequent  on 
"  totalp  unqualiBcd,  and  imconditional  emancipa- 
tion" — a  mcHKurt,  Oial,  if  carried,  must  blight  tin; 
leoowu  of  these  realms,  and  cause  dissatisfaction  lo 
arise  and  prevail  in  every  district.  Is  it  not,  there- 
fore, more  prudent  to  p*?rpeluate  that  syUem,  under 
which  Great  Britain  ha.s  acquired  immortal  celc-^ 
brity, — a  system  calculated  lo  promnte  the  univer- 
sal happiness,  prosperity,  and  glory  of  the  ?Jation  ? 
Suppose,  however,  that  the  demands  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  w«re  conceded ;    their  laymen  ren- 
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toyaUy-""*  Must  not  these  declarations  of  such 
diBttnginshcd  iodiriduals  ia  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  excite  the  mORt  {latnful  and  portentot 
apprehensions?  Do  they  not  clearly  dcnioiistratc 
the  aspiring  genius  of  timt  religion,  which  the  Pro- 
testant House  ol'  Commou!^  in  their  reinonalrance 
to  King  James  1.  siguificantiy  declared^  "  hath 
rc&tlc5:»  spirit,  and  will  strive  by  these  gradation^ 
If  It  once  get  but  a  connivance,  it  will  press  fori 
toleration;  if  that  be  obtained,  they  muHt  have 
equality;  from  thence  they  will  aspire  to  a  super 
ority,  and  will  never  rest  till  tbey  have  got  a  sul 
version  of  tbe  true  religion." 

Let  Protestants  contr^t  these  remarks  with  th 


^111  tho  Sfrrnth'«  Icitf^  to  thn  Uomftn  Citliotic  liiitii>ptt 
l^'JdM«d  Ifitr!.  B\iU  Uuit  Pope  V\<as  iht-  Stvcnih  only  ^voutod  thi 
union  for  iht^  piiTpo^c  of  cxaldn);  the  RoaiiKh  Church  nppvnr^  evtd«n^  frecn 
the  fuTtnat  in^lnidions  en  rariout  topid  which  H15  tsaucd  on  ilw  17Ui  of 
Febninry,  t6C9p  to  Hit  eardmaU,  archbishop*,  biihops,  naA  vican'Opt- 
LulMr  of  Frji[ict,  ropcctiog  ibc  idbrmvd  i^hnrclitt  oC  UillI  kirij^ijum,  In  liiii 
dooimpnl,  lh|i  I'opfl  dutwi,  r«rpoinm;f  murriniiij :  **  Sofoc  of  j<>a  dciiLitnii 
from  ui  a  diipcn^ilinn,  or  poWL-r  of  i^raiiting^  mniTiagaa  la  hu  cc>nfraot^ 
bi*lvreGa  two  puiticji ;  one  vf  ifhom  prof«sf««  xhv  Cuihulic  ^lilJ),  knil  l)m 
oth«r  in  UERUT  [PtfAl«»Lukt):  biH,  w«  «uppc»(>  you  pcrfpctly  w«1I  Itnow 
ihdt  thef  rar  C:iih(^ic  Cliiireh,  ib«  Church  of  Scan  Chri*i,  hu  aJwayi  itfon^t  j 
reprobuutl  murriagw  with  ocntTKi;  BiQCc  (hf  Church  ut/fiori  ihtm,  a» 
Clt'mniit  XI.  mid,  cut  ^mJmj^MUf  of  '"ippX  mvmojy,  '  ob  pluritaaiu 
dHpnnitatii  n^o  pttrum  ^ptntualis  pericuti  quod  prai  ic  fonxiit  ;*  fcocftUMr  of 
tfw  STvat  difloncuT  nm!  spinliinf  dangipr  which  thry  pruJQc^.  TW  now 
Jftw»  which  prohibit  ChriilL^ai  Trom  (idqi  racling  marriage  with  fnfidcb,  J 
Hh«  mutufr  Ibriud  Catfiolict  from  makin;  mcmitTciocM  wrriAt^ 
tttntztc\:  -ahfiact^  wt?  Iutq  boon  moul  hirtcrty  ftatci4^1  (mout  pn 
n<TiiccliL'i  XfV.fjf  happy  nivmory  waj,)  to  Cud  Xhe  Calbolics  *o 
iTnungli^d  by  n  «ha(n«fii1  piufion,  lu  do(  to  vbrtAin  mou  *ven  miMt-Atu; 
foxT-inoY^  itiiira  or*  uni^V  VOtiifii  rMtriErir  tvr%  luni  i^ivikiiuyio  4*fr 
rOitttlDHfS-*' 
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omipous  evenu  which  actually  occurred  iu  Irelaud, 
during  the  period  that  King  Jamcfl  11.  in  propriA 
pcrM^mi  ruled  that  country,  and  wbcD  tlic  perilous 
projects  of  the  Roman  Catliuliofi  were  fully  rcaltzed. 
The  ProtCHtant  judges  were  then  removed  from  the 
bencb,  Protestant  magistrates  from  the  comrais- 
aioQ  of  the  peace,  Roniun  Catholics  were  put  into 
therr  pluces;  every  office  ofjiifttice  from  a  f^heriffto 
a  oonstoble  wm  filled  by  a  Uotnan  Catholic.  The 
corporations  were  all  disfraticlu^cd,  and  new  charters 
granted,  by  %vhich  the  King  reserved  to  himseU  the 
powerofdisplacingauy  mayor,  alderman  or  burgess. 
A  parliament  met  in  Dublin — the  House  of  Com- 
mons consisted  of  228  members,  eight  of  whom  only 
were  Protestants;  the  IIou>^e  of  IjqhU  consisted  of 
forty -fiix  members,  of  whom  only  eight  or  nine  were 
ProtestaaU*.  Tlieir  first  act  was*  to  repeal  the  Act" 
of  Settlement,  their  next  act,  was  an  Act  of  Attain- 
der/ by  which  2,300  Prutc^tauls  of  all  ranks  and 
degrees,  and  of  all  sexes,  were  attainted  of  high 
treason;  "some,"  (to  use  the  words  of  the  Roman 
Catlmlic  Speaker)  "  upon  evidence  which  had  Balis* 
£ed  the  IIou£C  of  Commons^  the  rat  ori  comm&N/amc* 

^  !■  otfier  Acts  of  Atiaiivler  which  hnre  btai  UfcHcd  agsumri  itulividuald 
ofoasffvcW  fU*//,  attdo*  iMtun  evttatfuxlyon  ofprot>fi,  itic  ti^lrli  QftvmAiii- 
^t-«eii  Mdd  rt*unD>rifir»  have  narurully  been  unen^Jt^l  to;  but  Ihii  Act  of 
AUvate  vru  dillit^iiih^il  bj  tonjitctiting  tht:  Jtf  oni/  vi^tittnti  nnAcrcm 
vM^Kfvf- Itfc  U4J  a/'  titt!  u'vi'tfltf  uSw/i  fAf  jjcthj/u  tfHttfnin<d  Aw/  14  tfte 
itmdt.  The  pvtJMn  uiunvXt^ti  ««t  fo  nurijudtr  iv  NotvJHlxr,  )iut  Ijord 
Oo^rteti,  ik>  Roinan  CalhoLc  Clmnci-Ilor  of  tl«  iby,  Lcpt  lbi«  a^t  in  ht« 
tjtn  r,'^.,-.....r,  unptin^d  and  unpuhJit&cd  until  fcnir  roonlhi  aftrr  tbAl 
Iff  >:iapOTd ;  uul  during  that  i«hol«  ;>i!rv>d  ill  ihac »«(  ki»wn 

^*\  IM^L  u^vc  urn?  BboQl  }|dO0  jKnOfU  atlaiiiUiij  ^u:  leha  they  hxrc,  na 
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The  Protestant  Provosi  aud  Fellows  were  removed 
from  the  University  of  Dublin,  and  their  places 
filled  by  Roman  Catholics.  An  act  of  Parliament 
was  |>ai>}^d,  whereby  all  tithes  payable  to  the  Pro- 
testunt  clergy  were  to  be  taken  aud  given  to  ihe 
Priests;  and  au  act  was  also  passed,  depriving  the 
Protestants  of  their  churebes,  in  consequence  of 
which,  the  Cathedral  of  Chrifit  Church  in  Dublin, 
with  twebty-six  Churches  in  that  diocese^  were  im* 
mediately  seized  by  the  Roman  Catitolics.  Orders 
were  sent  to  the  provinces  for  the  same  purposes, 
and  no  doubt,  every  church  in  Ireland  would  have 
been  in  their  posdesflion,  if  tbe  measures  of  this 
Roman  Catholic  Parliament  had  not  been  providen- 
tially terminated  by  the  battle  of  the  Boyae. 

Let  the  histories  of  foreign  kingdoms  be  also  con! 
suited — particularly,  that  portion  of  the  history  of 
Poland,  commencing  with  the  rcign  of  Sigismund 
Augustus  and  continued  to  tbe  rcign  of  Augn»tu$ 
III.*     These  must  ineffably   elucidate   the  peril* 


*  TbiK  portion  of  I^^i4h  hi«lory  ilM4<rvC4  Xh»  ptnvU  ol   cvrry  individi 
auxioiH  (oT  ihe  f;taf>iliiy  oS  car  PtolcMivnt  ConKliTuticn.  siiil  Uic  hapu 
of  our ProteAiiini  kl[i^ili:>m-     Hy  a.\itw  p^s^Cfl  ai  l^e  diet  orOr^no^j 
I5C8,  the  hoiwuri  usii  i]i)^T)rlicfloriltciifii)Jil^>  jtni]  nW  ibe  bij;b  office*  i 
coTjaidf-niblG  tniftd  of  ih?  iiatc,  und  vwn  tLt  crown  itwlf^vrcre  Ukl  i 
tiruly  upvu  Co  HJtiy  oils,  "  oj*  uhattvet  Cfirutian  cnmmunhrt  or  rtm/i 
ftxivv  Jic  Iv,"    ThtB  law  conocding  aa  equality  of  HgliVi  to  lie  Mv^nJ  rvli- 
^anii  cf  tl;i?  Grwk,  tha  Momxtif  ih«  T^ithprnn  anrl  iho  CnliinialitrlMi  ,1.. 
wau  scil«inii1y  ^vTiGrni^,  nnd  inad<r  n  part  oflLe  rui>darTte»lat<t>^]ir 
on  unioQ  b«t«ccn  rolttnJ  und  iht.-  (^r^ut  Duchy  of  Lilbuann*  «hi- 1. 
ttCCODiplixlicd  by  SijtutDvad  Au^»tu*^    Tbi^BCwml  rvUgi«(i«,  tbt- ,. 
be  ooniLd«r(tl  u  biviiig  8iaricd  l^ir  m  lUe  cnrc^r  of  otimlftijcin.     7V  i£i>> 
man  CofAo^frfi  a/  tKU  fiAH  4fii'  nof  Uar  a  p/vpoftion  in  nUfH^cr  to  1^4  Grak* 
mnii  Hdfi^rmat  t^  »^(v^  fitn  ime  tv  ftfMn-     JVlWrlliOifffaili  cf  Si^rnQaiJ,  and 
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oua  consequences  which  have  followed  the  pos- 
session of  power  by  the  Roman  Catholics.  And, 
these  baneful  facts  must  inevitably  demonstTate, 
that  similar  political  and  religious  power  conceded 
to»  and  enjoyed  by,  individuals  professing  similar 
tenets,  cannot  but  prove  imminently  detrimental 
to  the  welfare,  peace,  and  happiness  of  this  Pro- 
testant empire. 

the  new-modellLng  of  the  state  into  a  republjc  with  an  elective  crown^  the 
fim  king  on  -whom  tbe  choice  of  the  diet  felJ^  was  a  Protestant,    A  per- 
petual peace  was  at  the  same  time  established  between  the  Greeks,  Ro- 
manists, and  Protestants^  as  the  fiindamental  taw  of  the  republic.    Thii 
amicable  aitd  reciprocal  toleration  lasted  for  a  short  period.     But  by  little 
ukd  little,  the  Roraan  Catholics  iacreased  in  power,  till  under  Sigismund 
111.  they  obtajoed  an  evident  superiority-    That  prince  had  been  educated 
by  Jesuits,  and  during  his  [oog  reigo  nhich  lasted  for  near  half  a  century, 
all  the  material  interests  of  the  nation  were  entirely  neglected,  and  into- 
lerance and  persecution  took  the  place  of  those  equal  and  conciliatory 
laws,  to  which  his  predecessor  Sigismund  Augustus  owed  his  prosperity 
and  his  grcatnesB-    The  churches  of  the  Dissidents  were  gradually  demo- 
lished, bishops  abandoned  their  flocks;   the  priests  and  people  were  com- 
pelled to  follow  them.     Every  gentleman  who  embraced  the  Roman  Ca^ 
tKolic  fiutb,  immediately  destroyed  all  the  churches  of  the  Dissidents  upon 
lus  C0t«lefl.     The  tradesmen  and  mechanics  dispersed,  and  the  peasants 
were  converted  without  difficulty.     If  the  priests*  or  any  of  the  vassals 
■were  fiisi  converted,  they  were  supported  against  the  lord,  who  was  com- 
pelled at  length  by  a  variety  of  chicanery  and  vexations,  either  to  become  a 
convert,  or  to  dispose  of  his  estate.    In  this  manner  the  Dissidents  lost, 
during  the  reign  of  Sigismuod,  upwards  of  one  hundred  churches,  and  the 
Homan  Catholics  increased  so  fast  that,  from  five  only  who  were  mem- 
bers of  the  senate  at  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Sigismund  111.,  tfie^ 
ttmtniTiied  tU  hi$  death  to  three  parts  of  the  a>hole  tusetuhli/.    During  the  suc- 
ceeding reign,  the  Dissidents  being  much  oppressed^  decreased  rapidly  in  their 
numbers ;   and  means  were  at  ienglh  found  to  keep  them  entirely  out  of  the 
fCTutie.     Besides  the  laws  previously  mentioned,  the  treaty  ofOUviOf  in  the 
second  article,  stipulates : — ^*Tbatall  the  subjects  of  the  kingdom  of  Poland, 
qf  *That  condition  or  religion  soever,  were  to  enjoy  for  the  fuiure,  ail  the 
rights   and  privileges   as   well  temporal  as  spiritual,  which  they  had  en- 
joyed before  the  war."     Yet  this  treaty  was  shamefully  and  disgracefully 
Tiokitedlll 
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IV, — ^ThAT,  THE  SPEECHES  AND  PUBLICATIONS  EMA- 
NATING PR03I  DIVERS  MEMBERS  OP  THE  ROMAN  Ca- 
THOUC  AbsOCIATIOS,  and  TIIB  PrBMC  TRANSACTION* 
OF  THISIMPERIUM  IN  IMPERIO^  ARE  DEMONSTRATIVE  OF 
THE  UNCONSTITUTIONAL  COURSE  WHICH  HOMAN  CA- 
THOLICS WOULD  PURSUE.  IF  EVER  THKV  POSSBSS 
"  TOTAL,  UNaUALtPIED,  ANJ>  UNCONDITIONAL 
CIPATION." 


3r^f 


Notwithstanding  the  recent  enactment  for 
suppression  of  *'  Unlawfiil  Societies  in  Ireland," 
which  was  particularly  intended  to  prevent  meet- 
ing of  the  Catholic  Association,  aad  all  Ixnlie^  act- 
ing on  similar  principles,  yet  the  Koman  Catholics 
oftbatkiDgdom  have  re-organized  a  *'  ^'ew  Associa-^ 
tioD»"  which  as^mbles  in  the  metropolis  at  regular 
periods — which  appoints  "  secretaries'*  fur  coutluci- 
ing  its  affairs — which  discusses  the  general  policy 
of  the  nation, — and  which  has  caused  a  re-collec* 
tion  of  that  noxious  impost  on  the  miserable  and 
distrceeed— the  oppressive  and  illegal  Catholic  rent. 
This  body  re-ai^umed  its  jierilousduininatiaR  under 
the  specious  pretext  of  promoting  education.  Uut, 
that  its  meetings  evidently  hetokea  a  far  difierent 
spirit  actuating  its  members,  appears  manifest,  from 
the  epccchca  there  delivered^  and  from  its  general 
tincoastitutional  proceedings.  For,  do  not  those 
persons  instead  of  aiming  to  attain  their  professed 
object,  frequently  promulgate  the  most  virulent 
baraugueit  against  ihe  judicial  bench,  the  inngis- 
Iracy,  the  Parliament^  and  the  lawa?     Do  they  not 
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calumniate  the  highest  and  most  spotless  private 
individuals  iu  Gretit  Brtlain  and  Ireland  ?  Do  they 
oot  strive  with  peniicious  ardour,  to  debase  and 
defamo  the  motst  illustrious  public  characters  of 
these  realmet  *  Do  they  not  cuutinually  declaim 
ag:ain5t  Protestant  rights  and  privileges,  conjointly 
with  the  benign  institutions  of  this  Protestant  em- 
pire? Have  they  not  comnieadcd  the  uugratcful 
forty -shilling  Roman  Catholic  freeholders,  whoigno< 
tuiniously  bctmyed  tlie  interests  of  their  benefac- 
tors, and,  by  reimbursing  those  deluded  creatures 
for  their  "  aaerilices"  forsooth,  do  they  not  encou- 
rage equally  disgraceful  proceedings,  whenever 
opportunities  occur  ?  And,  is  not  the  "  New''  As-* 
5ociation  daily  arranging  a  partial  eeasus  of  those 
districts  iu  Ireland,  princi|>ally  inhabited  by  Roman 
Catboiicii,  dividing  the  people  into  rcUgious  sects, 
and  political  parties? 

The  measures  of  this  itnpcrious  society,  previous 
to  the  late  election,  maoifestly  deserve  a  cursory 
fbscrvatiou.  At  that  period,  resolutions  were 
idopted  by  thin  body,  with  the  unanimous  accord* 
incc  of  its  members,  exhorting  the  Roniau  Catholic 
tlectors  to  congregate  under  the  banners  of  the 

i^ricsts,  who  were  to  guide  and  govern  their  political 
conduct  during  tlte  election.     Speeches  were  fulmi* 

lied  by  its  avowed  leaders,  cvuchcd  in  tbe  most 

evolutionary  language,  and  branding  with  debasing 
^epithets  those  representatives  who  concurred  not 

bt  their  unhallowed  views  and  dissociating  princi- 
Letters  were  authoritatively  written  by  mem- 
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bers  of  this  "  New"  Associatioo,  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  niergy,  in  various  districtfi,  sUnuilatin^ 
thorn  to  dissever  the  forty-shilling  freeholders  from 
their  landlords, — to  oppose  certain  candidati:s,  and 
to  co-operate  solely  witli  those,  who  pledged  them- 
selves to  support  their  ''  total,  unqualihed,  and  u 
condittaiiar  demands. 

The  leudcr^  of  this  AKHKrialioii — Mr.  O'Conn 
in  the  county  of  Waterfortl,  and  Mr-  Shiell  in 
county  of  I-oulh — stimulated  the  adoption  of  mhid- 
debasing  measures,  during  the  elections,  which 
having  terminated,  ihcy  retiirned  to  the  focuti  of 
exasperation  and  discontent— the  metropoUian  Ca- 
tholic Association.  Votes  of  thanks  were  pasaed 
by  this  body*  to  the  lay  and  clerical  agitator»»  for 
their  uuhalli^wcd  and  difiquieting  exertions  dnrin^ 
the  contests,  and  to  the  ignoble  freehulders  who 
were  incessantly  panegyrized  for  betraying  their 
generous,  confiding,  and  beneficent^  but  misguided, 
Protestant  landlords.  Reside-s  varioufl  letters  wen* 
Imnsmitted  to  this  society  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
Priesthood  applauding  "  the  noble-minded  and 
Spartan  race. '  while  the  Catholic  rent  was  freely 
disbursed,  "  to  tiie  relief."  as  a  certain  poiiticul 
prolate  nbscrwd,  "  of  that  patriotic  and  incorrup- 
tible body,  the  forty-shilling  freeholdors,  so  basely 
oppn,^ssed  by  bigoted  and  tyranuieal  landlords^/' 

But,  Kince  wc  anftcrt  Ihat,  (he  proceedings  of  thu 
"  New"  Association  have  already  produced  di«i5- 
notm  occurrenci^f^  in  Irolnnd,  it  muxt  be  deemed 
nul  unucccfWiry,  tu  ndthicn  u  few  ftfwciraeiii  of  tb« 
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speeches  delivered,  and  publications  dissemiuated, 
by  its  principal  members,  as  domi>nfltni(ivc  of  llieir 
portentous  tendency.  To  every  rational  and  reflect* 
ing  mind,  these  will  appear  8uHicicnt  to  arouse 
public  atteotion  uj  the  injurious  measures  of  this 
Association,  and  to  evince  the  necessity  which 
imperioudly  demauda  its  iDiDtediale  auppres^ion. 

**  Aivl  whcncf'"  («ald  ^tn.  Shiull)  '*  diJ  i)):tt  vcacc  whicli 
lias  callttd  up  tUe  ngour,  tb«  cncrgivf,  ami  the  virtue  of  Ir«> 
land  inlo  wiiuAiioii  ontl  to  Life — whence  Jiil  ih^t  ^oicc  pro- 
Qttisdt  1  do  uot  exaggcTAte  when  I  uy,  that  wc  hi^ioM  in 
tlic  CTtmts  vrlitch  are  pjkniii^  aromid  a»,  /Jk  rtrsrrii^  of  thr 
Cathoik  AiMOciation,  (Loud  checn.)  fVc  {\  um*  the  word 
ctDpbjiiically)  «w  have  anticipated  ^11  thecc  grtat,  these 
gloiiQUit  and  useful  tlungi^  \  we  have  routed  ihu  rrvM.  potent 
spirit — vrc  have  awakened  the  people  to  the  cotuciouBOCSfl 
of  their  religious  and  poliUcal  Jut> ;  ue  hjive  taught  clieu  to 
kiujw  their  rigUUi  and  after  having  impressed  them  with  a 
Jut  sense  of  tbetr  value,  ve  huv4>  tnitruetcd  them  bow  to 
Blitarfi  thoi«  nohlc  pnrilegr^,  of  nhieh  wo  hnd  tnuglit 
to  form  a  lofiv  r^ttimnic-  It  is  not  with  any  fccringst  of 
duune  that  I  conless,  hut  /  oim  mth  a  lofttf  pride,  ihat  vc 
iare  kindled  ihu  greut,  this  wide,  tJtis  extenMtteJfame,  uiftich 
mtftopcf  the  country,  Jl>  tiarr  apfificd  ihc  torch  ttbtch 
kai  9et  tAc  papuiar  fjassions  onJirt\ 

"  H-V  (the  Catholic  Association)  thati  be  masters  of  the 
rtfrffsmtation  of  Jrfiaad,  We  have  already  driven  the 
faction  0'  tf,  Prololants)  out  of  their  stron^f  holds,  and  iin- 
prarinff  upoa  cur  success,  having  :ic<|uireil  aconndenccin 
oar  rujiDurce^,  hfiving  learned  irhnt  union  and  organixation 
nm«^Ib<ct,  m  ihciil  not  le^ve  a  Wji^/^  Or^pge  (Protectant) 
Bfprcs^ntativc  in  IrcUtid.  (Cheers-)  Look  for  ctfli?iplc,  at 
t«ulU.     In  fottj-eiglit  hourn  notice,  trr  heat  the  u^Ao/^  Pr<»- 
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tctdant  aristocracy  to  ticgrcund.  I  am  not  given  to  boast^j 
ing,  bot  tlm  I  may  venture  to  assert,  that  however  uncoa^^ 
ncctcd  Willi  the  county,  /  could,  without  any  confiidcrabic^ 
exertion,  nay,  almost  with  the  movement  of  my  finger,  have  | 
thrown  Mr.  LrsuH  FosTEit  out  of  titc  countj.  1  forbore 
to  make  any  Timorous  exertions  against  him,  in  the  hope  tin 
he  m»y  turn  the  lcf«on  which  he  has  received  to  good  uecounf 
Bui,  ifhc  doeaiiot — if  ho  I*  dctemiiocd  to  bid  dcfi^mce 
the  people  (n!)^if  be  is  not  dead  to  nil  ndnigmtione, 
never  shall  represent  Lonth  again-    (Cheers.) 

"  If  the  fountains  of  bitlemes:^  nre  HliU  lei^  uoM^alcd.it 
will  scarcely  be  our  care  to  check  them  in  thdr  Abundanc 
and  to  restrain  their  flow.     And  how,  how  in  the  naine 
God,  is  idi  this  to  end  I     Doe»  any  man  imagine  that  politici 
erentH  will  make  a  st^ind  and  come  to  a  Iialt  ?     Doc9  any  maif 
think  that  nothing  of  w?rioui  consequence  will  ensue 
all  that  we  IjehoKI?     //  h  ad  any  fit^re  tfinpon^rsf  ahd  ^ttan 
esrent  e^Umcnt  whtck  «v  ftoctt  aUe^iedJ*^ 

Mji.  O'Coknell,  in  his  letter,  "  to  the  Caiholicfi" 
of  Ireland,"  dated,   '*  Merrion -square,  July    lOih, 
182G/'  thus  declaiiii2«, 

"  Hereditary  hoiuUmen.  know  )-e  not, 

Who  nnuld  be  A??,  dicuioclvcM  ntuii  suikc  ibc  bbw  f" 

"Catholics  of  Ireland,  can  any  proposiiion  be  more  Heir 
than  lhi«— that  we  are  bound  by  every  tie  of   hirresl. 
Honour.  Good-feelino,    und    CoS'»<:iEXCn,+  to  afford    nl 
pructical  protection  Co  the  ircoholdcrs  who  have  achic 
<*tfr  recent  ptctm^c^  f 

"  But  resources  are  wanting— money,  ihc  life-spring  of* 
public  exertions,  U  wonting.     Individual  Mibifcrlplions  ca 
never  be  «unietentp     It  requires  a  national  eftbrt — it  required 
t/ie  rerirai  of  the  CcthoHc  rent.    It  b  true,  that  some  of  thi 

■  Spwch  of  Wr-  Sh*ll  it  ihe  N*w  Catholic  AstociAiion,  July  BtK,  l02t^ 
t  ll  i%  thus  primed  in  ih<^  wij^iott 
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land  ?  Has  not  Mr.  Shiell  declared,  that  *<  we  (the 
Aisociation)  have  applied  the  torch  which  lias  ^ci 
tiic  populnr  pafisions  on  fire;'*  that  "  we  (the  Amo- 
elation)  shall  be  masterfi  of  the  representation  of 
Ireland;"  and  that,  "  wc  (the  Associatjon)  heat  the 
whole  Protestant  ariMocraey  tn  the  ground  V  Ought 
ParlinmcQt  to  tolerate  that  tbia  body  *'  eliould  have 
something  in  the  nature  of  a  nuiiuna)  treasury;**  and 
that  it  should  collect  rent,  as  "  a  loan-fund  to  pro* 
tecl  the  freeholders?-  Is  it  cxi>cdicot— is  it  just-^ 
is  it  conftifttent  with  Ihe  welfare  of  Ireland,  that  the 
**  New'*  Catholic  A&Micialion  should  be  allowed  to 
coQUnucitH  hebdomadal  meetings  in  the  metropolis 
<if  that  kin^om,  as  a  ratlyin!;  point  for  the  dift- 
nfTected,  and  an  arena  for  promiilging  the  most  diB- 
ioyal,  trreligiouSt  and  demoralizing  wntimcnts?* 
But,  who  are  the  principal  declaimcrs — who,  the 

*  Al  thi;  N'cifl  (^ilholic  ASMFiatiob,  S«pU-m1i«r  ICtli,  XB2C,  Mr.  LiulMt 

«ttd,  "  ^he  Auo^-iauoo  AduM  know  their  Mp«iditaie-*iioc  osly  w^t  wH 
|iira  to  »g9ut9  in  tr«Un(l,  but  lo  ^mii  m  Efi^nd.  \l^  diij  uot  knovr 
ftnj  mun  n^ore  useful  lhtt&  Mr-  £D«a  M^JIonnrll,  bul  iL  vttA  fur  itie  Amo- 
dafton  iv  conviJcr*  IT  ii  vru  recMMiy  to  give  £WSf  per  unMrm  to  Mr- 

Ui.  OX^KHioan  it^tod,  al  the  N*w  CaiLolir  A«cici<kliofi,  TCowmbfir  tit*. 
1696.  lU  frtp«*aM«  of  Oic  body  (i^trnvti  of  Mr,  M^Ponncli,  sii  tnatn 
Wy  targe  apcnm  irmto  kU  vda>y)  to  tm  nc^H;  h»  fotlows : 

RtatoTrconi,  &c.           ,     ,    ,     ,         ,   £300    0    0 
rorc«ns&c >    .    .      100    0    O 

AitrvriEnrniKCAf         ,    1,000     0     OHI 

111.  O'Dvfyrrr'*  C^crMAfy)  tsUry   ,     -     ,      200    0    0 

fl^d^    O    tiperiniii 

JiMt  Mr*Q't>wyer>  t«^1ar  offki-r  of  aiJt*ociciy?    U  iiiji  Mr.  M'Doik- 
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ostensible  directors — who,  the  democratic  leaders  i 
the  New  Caihojic  AsRot^iatinn  ?  "  Dariiel  0*ConnelJ 
of  the  Order  of  Libcratom,"  pampered  by  the  fu 
Goine  adulation  of  the  fJckle'iiiiuded,  guides  an 
governs  the  illiberal  and  calumniating  host    Ai 
hering  to  no  fixed  polilical  principles,  he  suffers  ll 
judgmcot,  which  should  dispai^iauately  contemplat 
the  real  situation  of  the  country*  to  be  warped  bj 
prejudices  of  the  illiterate,  and  reiulers  that  rca 
soa»  which  should  he  discreetly  exercised,  subset 
vient  to  their  views  and  designs.     Emulous  of  bein^ 
deemed  a  popular  leader,  be  commingles  with  tl 
humblest  classes  of  society,  aud,  if  aught  he  dia 
pleases  the  lay  and  reverend  compeers,  publicly  r€ 
cants  the  offensive  declarations  to  lull  the  suspiciouSt 
and  to  gratify  his  sycophantic  admirers.    To*daj 
condemning  the  Veto,  he  spurns  those  who  maintai 
an  adverse  opinion — to-morrow^  discarding  thoa 
ideaS)  on  finding  them  unchenshed  by  the  ignoraol 
he  a$sailR  with  greater  virulence,  the  advc»catea 
sontimcnts  similar  to  those  which  he  previously  pro" 
mulged*    Tu-day,  conuueudiug  llie  pi'ess,  lie  uneoi; 
rages  the  conductors  of  this  influential  and  potent 
working  engine,  to  laud  and  propagate  particuli 
tenets— to-morrow,  deserting  the  misguided,  he  io^ 
dulgea  in  vehement  tirades  against  the  Constitution^ 
palladium  of  British  liberty,  and  ferrets  out  somj 
obsolete  statute,  with  the  intention  of  prosecuting^ 
public  journalists  for  descantlnp:  on  public  measures? 
To-day,    lamenting    the    existencft   of  party    spirit 
among  Irishmen,  and  the  wearing  particular  colour^ 
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as  badges  of  distiaction — to-morrow,  establishing 
new  party  &ocieties.  be  iravftU  through  Iho  [irovincct ' 
of  I  reland,  capariaoued  in  green  ribbons,  and  with  mc* 
dali4,  &c-  exhoning  Uie  people  to  become  party-mea, 
to  wear  particular  budges,  and  lo  cun>l  themselvcji  , 
members  of  his  uew-fanfrled  "  Order  of  Liberators,' ' 
To-day,  rpprobuling  before  llie  highest  Iribunnla  ia 
tho  State,  the  irreligknis  rcckteAAncss  with  which 
certain  freeholders  forswear  themnelves — to-morrow, 
in  »train9  of  unexampled  itdulation,  and  for  mcnj 
electioneering  purposes,  he  rulogizes  their  relentless  1 
Ud  tgnomiQiou»  iflgr;itiUidc.  To  day,  advocating  tho 
meaitUTCM  uf  adniinistrntion,  bclaudsthcfjovcnimenl 
and  their  sincere  supporters — to-morrow,  be  maligns 
the  members  of  this  identical  administ ration,  ud  I 
applauds  Uie  conduct  of  their  beartlefls  revilcnt  and 
opptiQciits.    To'diiy,  declaiming  in  behalf  of  reitgiuus 
toferaii<in,  he  praises  Protestants  of  various  dcnomi- 
aatioDS — to-morrow,  he  dcnoimces  divers  dissenting 
ftecta^    beftideti  the   doctrines  of  the    Established 
Okorch,*  conjointly  with  its  venerable  clergy,  noble 
peers,  eloquent  senators,  and  others,  the  most  illus* 

*  Ur.UX^ounell,  in  a  tcurr  aJ^fcucd  lo  Ibt  Ulv.  Rodcki  Dai^y,  rvcior 

*I  fchualillJIiA  IbhATfl  Allvkod  VfHif  cr€*d  brnrgumrnl — (iiAlic — fT  I  coald 
tognbly  ducincf  wli;it  that  crc^ii  t^     ]f  jrou  lavn  not  made  room  aaaXfj  j 

Uvuirtuafy  xwi^y  UMi/t^r  Es/tiUiiM  C^atdt If  (hi»b«  ootM, 

mi  thU  70U  tdhttv  lo  ibic  tends  <it  ik/v  CLurch  a*  by  Inw  «»lali1iAh«<l.  I 
«liwliiIoMiAfWplhiQi9Bliackt  by  M3aM  ttrgumcnt.iu  «mirf  r/ lAi/T*,  «mI 
nvvprunMCt,  aud  tonitaJKii^rv.  I  >houlJ  1ik«  to  cxpoac  iIiaI  moat  molaa- 
i^y  «aj  tlnptornb^  cyctcvn  of  »fiTii4ng;,  in  ArlidM  of  Bitlinf  fur  the  miu- 

mrf,  tod  m  Catcchiim*  for  ihr  youflf.  Utojeis  viiich  art  denied  in  yaur 

jinJ  contiadkJtd  bjr  yo«r  icdmduBl  iiaiructiont,    Kmally,  if  Iliad 

■-^  _-J  op^rhinUy,  1  ihink  1  would  tatufy  every  miioiul  maH>  thai  quiic 

in4ipciiilcaUy  of  the  ^^untioa,  «-hgtlier  or  ooi  Uie  docirinc  of  th«  CKihoIic 
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thous  iodividuaU  iu  Great  Britain  a»d  Irislau 
And  yet»  "  Daniel  O'Counell,  of  the  Order  of  Lib«- 
rators,"  pIumcH  himself  ou  being  consistentp  as  well 
as,  un  advocate  of  civil  aud  religious  liberty!!! 
Creiiai  Ju^csus  ApeHtr  lion  ego! 

Mr.  Shiell,  another  director  of  the  JSew  Catholic 
A^ociation.  aims  at  the  acquisitiou  of  wealth  and 
faoic,  by  ulteriug  declamatory  harangues,  compiled 
to  tickle  the  ear,  aiid  to  delude  the  judgmeut. 
political  and  religious  enthusiast^  he  vehemeutl; 
rants  against  the  benevolenl  and  pbllauthropicr  wki 
are  daily  extirpating  vicious,  immoral  and  insurrec- 
tionary habits  from  the  iri^h  peasantry.  Frcqucatly, 
has  he  endeavoured  to  mystify  the  past  misdeeds  of 
bis  party*  which  devetope  their  unhallowed  and  Je- 
suitical designs,  and  as  frequently,  bas  he  disscmi* 
natcd  the  poisonous  scedi^of  envy,  hatred,  malice, 
and  utiuhaiildbleiiC^)^,  among  llic  lui^^iiifurmud  and 
seduced.  Uis  splenetic  sarcasms— his  reproachful 
calumnies— bis  mind-debasiug  denunciations,  at  a 
public  festival,  and  in  the  moment  of  conviviality, 
against  tlie  beloved  and  cvcr-to- be- lamented  Duke 
of  York*  were  only  paralleled  by  "  a  vindicaiionr 
more  malicious  and  yet  more  libeliouji,  uttered  from 
that  paudemonium  of  detraction— the  New  Catholic 
AstsociatioD.  A  pleader  for  "  emancipation/'  he 
suffers  few,  if  any,  to  maiulaiu  opiuious  diffe 
from  himself,  without  reprovjng  their  private  con^ 

CInrd  be  uue^»f  u  m  mmtfy  inf^mihit  ttit  thai  fie  3£att^ti*^c4  CWf  A 
«KUit  be/aUet  ttt  it  ii  that  <v!ttraiikiary  frfjjvoiiridV  ttaiU  A>^ri|/,  «r  tM 
blatk  tnJ  trhitt  >Ai<h/«/  It  atu  unrf  /At  <wnr  luAjmr," 
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duel,  and  distoriin^  their  public  motives  of  actiua,* 
But,  it  palsies  tho  iinaginatiOD  to  retlect  on  tlw 
perilous  tendeucy  of  the  dcclamatioos  aiid  rbapso^ 
dies  of  this  fastidious  sclf-couutJtuted  chai]i|>jou  ol' 
civil  and  rcligiouiji  liberty ! ! !  Inferior  to  O  CouucU 
io  iprangliug  and  disputation,  Mbit:!!  Tar  surpasses 
him  in  mischievous  6igbts  ol'  fancy,  and  in  drawing 
perverted  deductions  from  fallacious  misconceptions 
and  xliQ  most  incrodulout;  te&timony.  tie  requires 
uot  the  aid  of  facta,  to  uddrea^  uu  aggregate  meet* 
lag  of  any  sect  or  party,  but  harangues  un  asaump- 
tions,  0$  if  each  word  were  infallible  as  holy  writ 
Detected  and  espos<:'d^  he  veer**  not  like  O'Connell. 
by  publicly  recanting  his  former  {>o»itioQ9,  but  us- 
9iguB  tn  extenuation,  that  the  oftensive  epithets  were 
**  the  mere  bubble  of  tike  mind/l  and  a  poetical  pri- 
vilege in  forming  and  fulminating  "  rhetorical  arti- 
fice«/'t 

Such  are  the  directors  of  the  Xew  Catholic  Asso- 
ciatJOD — suchp  the  fomenters  of  discontent  among 
the  Irish  people — such,  the  individuals  whu»  if  what 

*  tliis  peno*  ohilMcd  an  iniuncc  of  hU  Uhrrol  ^diu«i  ai  a  latr  A^gr#- 
(:ii«  Mr-liDf  in  Dublin,  Miy  "iA,  11^,  where  he  praroalfEaUd  the  moalt 
hiUu^nf  Tirndo  ud  i(Uoh;niit  olnurrtlMM  rc^pMlmg  the  Tiobl^aiiQiM 
mat  (OiititUut  l^:r:oN,  WnttrKcnMi,  Wt¥niO|uti»ES  UtfuUMftj  IVkl, 
and  iidiCT  CDiuLiutiiniul  Vtv\vtt»itU^ 

^  TTib  w  tlw  only  «veuic  ploodc^  hf  Mr  5hi*l1  fbr  hiH  nkhTtanmis  <ik- 
linviom  igniDsl  iliv  UqLc  of  Votk«  utd  the  orutor,  al  Ibc  nine  llaa, 

]  Blfp  Sbtsllr  in  his  evidence  bdW  Ae  CommittM  of  ih«  Hou4«  of  Com- 
lukm,  (p  9?»)  it  r*Culp*lion  of  certain  fimuiki  made  by  him  on  Mr.  Pool, 
ititcii,  "  I  i3JiI  nut  !iljie  In  ^vhtk  tlisi  Kitvun  rocvivcd  do  tvaiiI  ;  but 
IKriulpa  I  WAJ  ^Iil7  oi  HMC  rhiiitrUvt  lulifitc^  iu   nol  ailJing,  lh»t  he  re- 
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U  named  *'  Roman  Catholic  emaucipauou**  w^rv  cuu* 
ced€d»  would  aspire  to  go vc rumen t-ottices  of  lionour, 
of  tnial,  of  emolument,  and  of  power.  Would  Uicir 
avowed  priuciples  accord  witU  our  national  policy? 
Wuuld  ihey  be  ^uituble  legislators,  oradniiLH9iratui5 
of  the  law  for  the  Protestant  Church,  and  the  main- 
tenance of  Protestant  rights?    Would  they  uphold 

l^those  measures  which  characterize  this  Protestant 
empire  as  the  resplendent  sun  of  patriotism — as  the 

^munificent  rtfugii  of  the  oppressed  of  every  naiion  ? 
V'ould  they  unitbrmly  co-operate  with  Protestant 
lcg:isIalors,  for  the  defence  of  Protestant  principles, 

I  and  the  support  of  Protestant  states  ?     Would  they 

not  rather  be  actuated   by  a  simitar  shuttle-cock 
ft' 
[system  as  al  present,  and  changing  tbeir  opinions  to 

Lpleasc  the  inexperienced,  endeavour  to  forward  the 

-.ambilions  projects  of  the   Roman  Catholic  ChnrcU? 

Would  they  not  strive  to  render  that  church — which 
Seing  the  colossus  of  tyranny  and  oppjossion  in 

former  ages,  still  continues  to  maintain  its  intolerable 
if>owcr  in    Roman   Catholic    kingdoms — the    Esta* 

>1i$hcd  religion  of  England  and  Ireland?     Would 

Ijicy but,  persevering  lu  similar  obscrvaliuns  Is 

needlces,  their  public  demeanour  and  professed  prin- 
rciples  indubitably  demonstrate  the  course  which 
iKoman  Catholics  would  pursue,  if  ever  they  possefts 

''  totals  unqualified,  and    unconditional  cmancipa*- 

QOD*  in  tbis  Protestant  empire. 

"  Jmat  tc»rt  llnlUm,  umcit  liu^  pcrKcrc  Icndii 
«\ctVTD«  ini^utl,  nibil  ol,  nUJ  I'aoo  tuilitc  pgtt/ii 
Fra>gimu#  cl  tnnlid  vciiUum  poiM  atiburT^*' 
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LI,ECTIONS  IN  lEEI.AXD.  xVlK 

v.— That,  dyeing  the  uecevt  elbctions  in  irb- 

AND.  THK  lioMAN  CATHOLIC  pRIESTHOOD  BXERCIfiBD 
IKAUSPICIOUR  AKD  t'NDUB  INFLUBNCB  OVRU   TllKllt 
ANU     MANIFESTED     SYMPTOMS    OF     SPIRITUAL 
DOMINATION    OVER    THEIl    COMMUNICANTJi,    FOR    TRB 
NDlSOUlfiED  ATTAINMENT  OF  POLITICAL  PiRPOflBA* 


I 


The  iateruieddliug  spirit,  and  uiicoiistitutiuual 
interiereoce  of  ttie  KomaD  Catholic  Priesthood  la 
political  affairs^  were  indubitably  evidenced  during 
the  recent  elections  in  Ireland.  Every  portentous 
power  of  their  church  —its  ecclesiastical  censures — 
jts  imposing  ritefi — its  excommunicating  denuncia- 
tiooa,<^bc8idcs,  various  priestly  artifices,  were  com- 
bined to  d&ct  tJie  return  of  those  candidates,  who 
pledged  themselves  to  support  the  Roman  Catholic 
claims.  Rallying  beueath  the  banners  of  an  illegal 
association,  and  stimulated  in  tbeir  operations  by 
interested  demagogues,  the  Pric&ts  contributed  in 
propagating  the  most  dangerous  principles  and  dia- 
sociatitig  tenets.  They  arrayed  an  ignorant  pea- 
santry against  their  natural  benefactors,  and  in 
numerous  instaucefl,  dissolved  the  social  compact 
which  subsisted  between  members  of  the  »ame 
family,  and  inmates  under  the  same  roof. 

Previous  to  the  various  contesta,  the  Roman 
Catholic  Priesthood  publicly  canvassed  the  forty- 
shilling  freeholders  of  their  communion,  in  behalf  of 
lA£'-irre8t>eciively  favoured  candidates.  The  landlords 
were  generally  divested  of  every  species  of  influence 
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over  their  tenantry.  The  Priests  required  an  im- 
plicit obeisance — an  unequivocal  compliance  with 
their  commands,  which  were  frequently  extorted 
under  apprehent^ions  of  temporal  cbastisenieiit  aad 
Bpiritual  denunciations.  Every  tie  of  aature,  duty, 
interests  and  atfeclion  were  dissevered,  besides  the 
most  baneful  consequences  entailed  on  the  misguided 
aiid  seduced.  At  the  bu^tiugs,  the  meek»  and 
mo<Iest,  and  maligned  Priests  also  appeared,  lauding 
those  who  exercised  the  franchise  in  accordance 
with  their  dictates,  but  fulminating  dennneiations 
against  the  dauntless  and  disobedient. 

By  these  and  similar  means,  ihe  Roman  Catholic 
Priesthood  induced  immense  numbers  to  vote  for 
ihdr  candidates,  while  hnndreds,  being  unwllttng 
to  disoblige  their  benefactors,  were  Beared  from 
■employing  a  privilege,  vested  iji  the  people  by  the 
laws  of  the  realm,  except  at  Ihe  peril  of  everythiofj 
estimable  in  the  solaces  of  religion,  and  in  danger 
of  being  disunited  tVom  neighbours,  friends,  parents, 
and  children.  What  could  eouncerpoise  this  per- 
nicious, intermeddling,  and  accursed  spirit?  What 
can  extenuate  the  unconstitutional  interference  of  a 
clerieal  body  fettering  tbe  consciences  of  their  corn- 
municants>  and  persuading  them,  by  the  terrors  of 
another  world,  their  religious  prejudices,  and  the 
displeasure  of  their  church,  to  promote  the  return 
'of  members  to  the  British  Senate- 

iJut^  whatever  melancholy  consequences  have  re- 
sulted from  these  proceedings,  one  great,  and  impor- 
tant, and  incshmable  advantage  has  Ix^eu  derived. 


AT  TllE  RECENT  t»13H  F.tECTlOVft.  U 

The  Roman  Catholic  Priesthood*  cao  no  longer 
disguise  the  nfttoundiDg  fact  of  their  iDlerferencc  in 
political  matters — ao  iDtcrfcrcocc  unexampled  in 
the  annals  of  any  kingdom,  and  totally  incompatible 
with  their  clerical  profession.  These  elections 
afford  numerous  confinnatory  proofft  of  this  circum- 
MancCf  together  with  the  insidious  modes  ofcon- 
summatioo.  Besides  the  instances  hitherto  noticed, 
the  Priests  displayed  an  unusual  tact  in  guiding  and 
addressing  mobs— in  violating  the  freedom  of  eloo- 
tion -^co-operating  in  popular  processionB — and^ 
e\en  at  the  bootht^^  performing  thcduticfi  of  |>olitical 
agenu.  Never  were  an  ignorant  peaH;mtry  so 
trepanned  by  clerical  artifices — never  were  their 
intellectfi  rendered  moreBuhsorvtonttothe  machinal 
tions  of  an  imperious  Priesthood.  Aud,  do  not  these 
facts  afford  irrefragable  proof,  that  the  Roman  Ca- 
tlKilic  Church  with  its  lording  and  ambitious  de- 
signs, still  engenders  in  its  prieRlly  fraternity,  that 
portentous   interference   in    political   concerns^  for 

f  which  it  has  been  so  long  and  imminently  distin> 
guished  ? 
mTo  demonstrate  mere  conspicuously,  the  infringe- 
•  "  Who  U  il,"  riftV*  llic  fo«MitHili>nfti  atid  floquonl  Oi:okok  Robh&t 
D^wpost,**  l^atb  (■mployptl  lo  tow  Jj»tnui  between  Uic  ckt^mui  and  htft 
|MiU-|HUtonm  ? — the  Pricttt.  W'bo  in  U  llut  bursts  witliout  rcfiiDrK  oil  th« 
tW  of  ronn«i:ioii  iHttw^n  ihe  ]:in<ilnnl  a.nrl  ihr  tenant — /A<  PnrsH-  Who 
Uodit  en  fooirndiriff  parties  at  eIettions«  ftnd^  in  addition  f<i  poltttctti  ftin- 
mosity,  ihroxva  on  iW  fud  of  relj^ioui  hairedf  vbo  impedca  the  caurse  oi 
td'KotioD,  nnd  hiasti  the  vflbtti  of  tlie  most  bcntvuli^at  indjvidiral^  for  the 
ci^liuttoo  oftlicir  tCDonuy '. — It  is  tfte  Pr\tftt.  In  tvery  sitniLliuu,  in  every 
dkv>u:tcr)  ihu  Priw^l  ^pppan  a;t  a  foe,  Mik«4  th«  ubject  to  br:  obtained  i^gn* 
Ju(««  [o  Ihc  advaDiMfEnuut  of  his  ovn  power-" — SccSi^^ccli  uf  Mj.  Daw- 
MOj*  PAt*t^tftnlPrinOrj>W,"p.  196,        '      --«    '^-    i"-      v  "     '" 
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ft>Snt  bf  thft  Roman  Catholic  Priesthood  on  the 
popular  rights  and  privileges  connected  with  the 
elecHve  franchise,  it  must  be  deemed  oot  iooppor* 
tune,  to  insert  here,  a  few  of  the  tearless  declarations 
of  those  candidates  who  were  supported  by  the 
Protestant  interest,  and  of  those  repreftentatives, 
who  being  elected,  despite  of  clerical  intrigue,  arc 
deterroiued  to  persevere  in  advocating  Protestant 
principles.  Those  illustrious  individuals  have  man* 
fhlly  proclaimed  the  audacious  manner  in  which 
Roman  Catholic  frceholdcrG  were  seduced  from  their 
benevolent  landlords,  and  the  unconstitutional  frenzy 
which  stimulated  the  Priests  to  the  most  abborreDt 
act,H  of  ecclesiastical  domination.  ^^ 

"  The  Honifln  Catholic  Priesthood  of  tlie  country,"  said 
Colond  Le»li<-,  Ute  M.P.  for  the  county  of  Monaghan,  and  a 
Mfldidatc  for  this  county  at  the  la-st  election^ ''  have  supcr- 
Mdadthe  privileges  of  the  electors.  They  havs  thrown  aside 
every  outward  restraint,  and  in  deRauce  of  all  decorum,  ytrty 
pricCj,  tnd  Kocidl  order,  have  o|»enly,  under  the  colour  ^ 
ftj/Sriiua!  aitthority,  Hstttped  iht  eUctire /ranchine^     It  is  tin- 
iiccci^sary  for  »ic  to  detail  the  cvciits  of  tlic  ciccticin,  the 
1>anci\il  eOccts  of  the  «y«tctD  purTiucd  will  he  loDg  felt  Ui  thk    \ 
country.     The  tie  l»etw«eu  laiidJurd  uihI  ceruint  has  been 
dissotve<dr  and  ihe  gentry  and  Inmled  proprkton  have  been 
totally  bereH  of  their  poltt^CAl  irflucnce,  uid  as  yon  very 
lipTDpetlir  obsei've*  Ike  entire  repr^seMtatiom  luu  been  iAroivm 
!  ^ittio  the  kcmdt  m"  the  Homtm  Ca/io&-  Cic^^."^ 

•  Coli>u«lLe4i«VAB*ml6kB  Ai|df««AiMBth*-'IdBlMl  PrapHcten 

^aiid  t^endenui  of  ibc  CovMjr  of  Uonaghin/'  «Wli  ttmthtAn  thu*. 

**  DunBt  thr  tke^m  wa  ««  ibc  CMbalk  Amoommb  imI  Ue  Prm^ 


AT  THi:  REXETiT  IRISH  £L£CTlDtfG.  lUl 

Mr.  Fortescue,  a  candidate  at  the  late  ele^OD  for  iik^ 
county  of  Louth  alao  declared: — "Although  I  haTenot 
succeeded  in  the  object  of  my  wishes,  thetr  kindness  (gentry 
^nd  landlords)  and  exertions  to  carry  their  promises  into 
effect  wjll  ever  be  remembered  with  gratitude  by  me.  That 
they  have  fuled  in  their  wishes  ia^  I  am  convinced,  attribu- 
table to  the  existing  influence  of  an  Assodationt' whith,  ik 
unison  inf A  the  Roman  CaihoHc  Clerg^t  has  been  fbr  the 
present  succeasfiil  in  inducing  the  deluded  peasantry  of  tha 
country  to  act  in  violation  of  the  wishes,  and  thus,  wjthdmr 
themselves  from  the  countenance  and  paternal  care  of  their 
landlords,  to  whom  they  have  ever  hitherto  looked  up  ^ith 
confidence  &nd  respect,  I  shall  not  regret  the  result  of  thig 
contest,  if  it  haa  the  effect,  as  I  hope  it  will,  of  opening  tha 
eyes  of  many  besides  myself,  to  the  real  state  in  which  the 
Irish  peasantry  at  present  stand,  and  must  remain,  so  long 
as  the  Roman  Catholic  Clergy  are  aUowedto  use  for  poUticai 
purposes,  their  spiritual  it^fiuence,^'^  •    < 

I  "...  1 

Such  were  a  few  of  the  fearless  declarations  of 
those  candidateB,f  who  being  supported  by  the  Pro* 


urging  the  populace  b;  menace,  imprecations,  and  terror  of  their  lives  and 
property,  to  forward  their  views ;  and  this  dooe  openly  aa  well  as  privately, 
and  to  an  alarming  enteot,  the  result  of  which,  we  apprehend,  must  ulti- 
tnately  termiuate  in  these  peopk  viftualty  and  abtohiteltf  unding  forward  the 
repretentaticesfor  mattyi  ^'tot,  the  greater  number  cf  t^AMiiitt  in  Ireland" 
Coloael  Leslie  was  advised  by  his  committee  to  resign,  in  consequence, 
as  the  chairmaD,  Colonel  Mayue,  states,  **  of  the  unconstitutional  and  di»^ 
graceful,  but  yet  e^rtensive  influence  of  the  Homan  Catholic  Priesthoodf  in 
detaching  from  you  the  great  mass  t»f  the  Roman  Catholic  fre^iotden  of 
your  friends/' 

*  Mr.  Fortescue^s  address  to  the  electors  of  Louth,  July  4th,  1826. 

f  A  detail  of  the  numerous  priestly  devices,  employed  at  tha  Waterford 
and  Weitmeath  elections,  is  subjoined  in  tbe Appendix  to  "Protestant 
Principles,^'  from  the  petitions  of  X«ord  George  Beresford,  and  Mr>  Smyth, 
to  the  Uouie  of  Commons.  r         .-     .       ^ 
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testant  ioteresl  in  divers  contests^  the  machinations 
of  Ihe  Roman  Catholic  Priesthood  were  conse- 
quently directed  against  them,  and  proved  unfortu- 
nately 3ucc€asfuK  But,  what  say  those  represenla- 
tivesp  who,  despite  the  uncoDstitutional  interference 
of  this  Priesthood,  were  elected  by  the  Protestant 
interest,  to  advocate  and  maintain  in  the  British 
Senate,  the  Protestant  principles  of  their  respective 
constituents- 


i 


Mr,  Foster,  M,P,  for  the  county  of  Loufh,  addressed  iHe 
electors  thus: — "You  hnve  witnessed  the  unrelenling  sys- 
tem by  which  I  have  been  denounced,  not  niei  cly  throughout 
*  every  parish,  but  almost  vitbm  every  cottage  of  our  couuty^ 
and  the  exertions  of  that  tiutlioriry  wbich  Iia&  so  WUIily 
superadded  all  ihe  terrors  of  another  worlJ,  to  every  art  of 
intimidation  that  can  be  practised  in  this*  If  vc  huvc  to 
lament  some  necessary  consequences  of  the  introduction  of 
a  power  hUkerlo  uncoftfemplated  bt/  the  British  Constiftttion^ 
at  least,  it  has  not  taken  away  from  ine  the  opportunity  of 
thanking  yoi),  gentlemen,  for  the  manifestation  of  that,  ns 
yet  unbroken  spirit,  on  your  part,  to  v^hich  I  am  indebted  for 
Euccess.*' 

And,  Mr.  Maxwell,  M.P.  for  ihe  county  of  Cavan,  tkua 

addres^Dd  the  electors: — "  Gentlemen,  were  ihe  eleclion  in 

^hich  we  have  been  engaged  of  an  ordinary  description,  I 

might  content  myself  with  returning  you  my  most  grateful 

thanks  for  the  suppoit  which  1  have  experienced.      But^ 

.'gemlcmcn,  during  the  contit^it  wliich  has  just  ended,  )^u 

fliavG  witnessed  proceedhigii  littiiovto  unparalleled  in  the  his- 

Uory  of  elections-    You  have  seen  the  spiritual  powers  of  the 

Romiah  Cliurch  openly  empbyed  for  thir  promotion  of  |>oli- 

tical  objects.     You  have  seen  pri4;stfi  converted  into  farioua 
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cl^inago^U€9f  ijiduiig  (heir  Socks  to  hatred  of  their,  feUow- 
Chrifitiaas,  and  iDgralitutle  to  tht-ir  benefactors.    WIiAt  t 
sccnedid  the  first  day  of  the  election  exhibit  f     You  beheld 
the    Roman  Catholic  paslora  marching   into  the  county* 
town  At  ihi?  hi^iid  of  their  rc*pr(iivo  flnt-ls.    Voti  h(*drd  them 
rdeootindng  eternal  domration  agaimt  every  one  who  with- 
held their  support  from  their  favourite  candidates.     You 
'iav  upwards  ofy^T^y  of  tlicsc  »fiirilua]  crusitdiTs  mixing  with 
>tho  ntobf  and,  by  their  inflainuatory  harangues,  atimuUtiog 
Uiem  to  acUf  of  violence  and  outrage.    You  tair  not  unfre- 
quently  the  tallies  of  our  opponent!^   brought  up  to  the 
jM>Ilii]g  booths  wjili  a  Priest  in  front,  and  another  in  the  rear. 
Nay.  BQvcnil  voters  were  by  ;iGtual  force  dragged  by  thetn 
into  ihe  tally  rooms,  and  competted  to  vote  against  their 
wixhes^.     In  lOmrt,  Ihtrre  wru  net  Jtpeeiet  qf  iHiimifiation^  wi^f* 
l^tArr  tipiriitml  or  Mecular^  that  was  noi  rt^tortcd  (o^  to  ffftci 
\4k^ir  pttrpo^.     But,  your  energy  arwl  zoal  remlercd  their 
^tury  impolcnti  and  tln^  have  been  defeated  with  di»gra«:e^    ) 
"  The  conduct  of  tlic  Romisli  Clergy,  ai  this  election,  baa 
Laflbrded  u  practical  illustration  of  the  fallacy  of  chc  testimony 
kgiven   by   their   I'rdatcs  before  tlie   Committ4"t!*  of  both 
Lllousea  of  Farliameni.     It  was  there  sworn,  that  the  power 
i<»f  the  Kooitsh  Churcti  was  exclusively  confined  to  spiritual 
affiiirs.  and  that  it  did  not,  in  any  way,  extend  to  temporal 
eoncern^;  bul,  if  the  deluded  Roman  Catholics  are  taught  to 
b<Jiovo   that  the    KomUh    Church    pnK«e&AeA    the    keys  of 
heaven^  aiid  that  the  ministers  of  that  persuasion  can  shut 
tL4  gatc^  nguitLHt  any  pcr&on  who  acts  in  opposition  to  their 
eommands  in  thu  exercise  of  the  elective  franchiHei — b  it 
poesibte  to  credit  such  testimony  I   No,  gentlemen,  let  ua  not 
deceive  ourscKeft,     Tbrt  liomUh  Church  has  evt'r  used^  ^nti 
fffiUec^  t^c,  all  Us  spirih/ai  pown-JS  to  effectuate  itspoUtical 
itbjeciM— 'the  xcimt  prominent  of  which  ]S>(as  has  heen  openly 
and  repeatedly  avowed,)  the  subversion  of  the  Cstabli;^lied 
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Churcli,  and  (he  Protestant  CoTistittitlon  of  tlieae  realms. 
Let  it  not  be  said,  ihat  we,  who  wUh  to  withhold  froni  it  iho 
power  of  effecting  its  mischievcua  purposes,  are  intolerani,  or 
that  we  denj  our  Roiiian  Catholic  fellow-atibjects  an  exer- 
cise of  politics]  power  or  !ir<!Ot]nt  of  their  reltgiotia  opTnion^. 
It  fenot  their  belief  in  abstract  points  of  doctrine,  that  m  our 
eyes  Torms  the  harrier  betvccn  them  and  the  full  cnjoymetrf  ' 
oT  a\\  the  privileges  of  the  CotisLttution ;  but  it  U  tlie  Dttevf ' 
prostration  of  their  mCcllect,  their  submiasion  in  temporal,  as 
well  stiA  spiritual  matters,  to  an  intriguing,  intolerant,  and  ambi- 
tious Priesthood^  that  renders  them  unfit  guardians  of  public 
liberty*     Lock  back  to  hiatoiy— lock  at  the  present  tim^Sp 
and  9ee  if  you  can  iind  a  single  instance  In  which  the  Church  , 
of  Rome  has  favoured,  or  even  tolerated,  civil  and  religious^ 
liberty,     I  »ihoiikl  hail  with  delight  thp  real  emancipation  of  [ 
onr  deluded  eounlrymen  from  its  haneftd  influence — front* 
the  diggrnccfid  thraldom  in  vbii^b  they  are  held.      Then^  ■ 
indeed,  might  all  be  safely  admitted  to  n  full  participation  of 
eh'il  privileges,  and  although  we   might  continue  to  differ 
upon  aome  abstract  points  of  religious  faith,  we  should  form 
A  loyal,  happy,  and  united  peopW 

^  Such  were  the  unequivocal  declarations  of  those 
esteemed  advocates  of  Protestant  principles — such, 
the  avowals  of  those  representati^^es  elected  by 
the  Protestant  interest,  notvi'i  lbs  landing  the  uncoa- 
Ktitutional  interference  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Priesthood.  And,  do  not  these  facts,  recited  by 
ibe  unsuccessful  candidates,  and  the  triumphant 
representatives,  indubitably  demonstrate  that  bane- 
ful species  of  spiritual  domination  v^liicli  the  PriesU 
have  assumed  over  their  unenlightened  communi- 
cants for  pulilical  purpu^c^s  ?     Du  thuy  not  prove  an 
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onconstituttonal  mfringement  on  the  rights  and  pri^* 
vitcges  connected  with  the  elective  franchise  ?  Do 
they  not  clucidctto  th«  perilous  control  which  may 
he  exercised  at  any  period^  or  fur  any  purposes,  be 
they  ever  so  dan^rous  anil  abhorrent,  by  this  clerical 
body  over  their  communicants?  Is  it,  therefore, 
politic  that  such  conduct  Bhould  be  tolerated  in  a 
nation — whose  laws  are  founded  on  civil  liberty, 
and  in  a  kingdom,  whose  Constitution  and  (iovem- 
nient  are  essentially  Protestant?* 

Let  these  fact»  be  impnrlinlly  >nvei;ti gated,  but 
diligently  conaidcrcd.  Occurrences  so  novel  and 
momcnlouR  should  be  viewed  in  respect  both  to 
their  moral  tendency,  and  their  natural  political 
consequences.  What  do  they  prove  and  unques- 
tionably establish?  That  the  Roman  Catholic 
Priesthood  have  exerted  their  spiritual  influence  for 


•  Ooto^TL  .K  htwtft  ttnU-A  bpft»rp  ibu  ]atiW  Committer,  linh  Mny, 
lAt5,  ihtt  1h?  manner  in  which  ihe  RomnD  Catholic  Clcr^  niercisu  llwir 
icflucncc  in  hia  uviglibuurlioud  is,  "  m  )£4:'(ifr]il,  hiy  dvit^in^f  their  Aooks  or 
folTowers  wlmt  nre  called  nits  of  the  Cliurch  :  noi  :idiniuing  ihem  to  con- 
faiiOD,  aufJ.  in  some  inMaiJces,  lit  witlHJmwtnKortlEnary  acoommoditiionj; 
ftt  in  the  pKTi&h  ID  irLuch  I  livi^^  ilai  iVicil  tolU  wuu  persons,  who  were 
objecting  Iv  pnj  the  Roman  CHlhrjhc  rcntf  t\tM  hv  would  not  go  to  their 
hoiMM  to  pcifomi  thr*  f^er(!m<)ny  of  marring  or  r!hnMcrriTiL^r  bol  thi^f  thtiy 
matt  coni«  to  him  ul  ll)e  alini.  Tl^rc  are  other  insUncu  in  iLi;  couoljr, 
(Sligo),  ihcn?  wEu;  ontr  recently,  which  y/as  tried  al  the  U^tqU'irter  session 
but  the  jury  covld  not  nj^rei.',  in  which  dm  Priest  is  chaigccl  wilh  h^vitrg 
stmck  a  tntn  Ibr  n^fuiing  to  pay  the  Itdnian  Catholic  KtiL  There  are 
Otber  u»laricc*i  iu  ttspect  (o  marriri^L',  ihvy  not  unlrequiJiilly  luierfere. 
J  should  here  b«  dr^nirous  to  odd  the  power  of  crcovwiuuictition^  ivhich  htta 
liwn  noi  iiBiV«i[»ofttl7  er^reined  in  the  coiii»ly  of  Sbgo  wilh  cffecl  and 
(tmpmol  initt'v  ^o  tiie  parti^ii  evcommumcattd.  In  two  case5 actioii?^  were 
broii^bt,  ^nd  9omv  compertnalion  was  abtaincd ;  but  the  pardes  who  brought 
tilt*  dctioas  had  fubieqticnlly  b>  Leaf e  the  country." 
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the  attainment  of  temporal  objects—that  they  have 
unconstitutionally  interfered  with  the  return  of  re* 
prcscntativcs  to  the  British  Senate — that  they  bavc 
violated  the  freedom  of  election — that  thoy  ha 
caused  immense  numbers  of  freeholders  to  vote  i 
accordance  with  their  dictates,  and  against  their 
nevolent  landlords — and,  that  by  threats,  inspn 
cations^  aud  clerical  artificer,  they  have  rcnde: 
an  ignorant  peasantry  svibservieat  to  thoir  political 
views  and  designs. 

Besides,  these  farts  demonstrate  the  pehloui^ 
tituation  in  which  the  Roman  Catholic  forty-shilling 
freeholders  are  placed.  The  landlord,  on  tlie  one 
hand,  claims  their  votes  for  numerous  benefits  en- 
tailed— while  the  Priests,  obtruding  their  religion, 
generally  sway  the  minds  of  the  unibrtunate  tenantSt 
who  are  consequently  exposed  to  the  natural  displea* 
sure  of  the  landed  proprietor.  '*  The  only  parties/' 
says  Mr.  Foster  "  that  ever  come  into  contact,  in 
deciding  which  way  a  Roman  Catholic  forty-shilling 
freeholder  shall  vote,  are  the  landlord  and  the 
Priest."  "  I  have  no  doubt  that  ihv  Priests  couid 
drive  the  iamllord  out  of  ihf  field.  I  think  they  have 
done  it  wherever  they  have  tried.  The?  conse- 
qaenccs  arc  extremely  to  be  deprecated,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  unfortunate  tenantry.  Subsequent  to 
the  election,  the  landlord  necessarily  loses  the  good 
feeling  which  otherwise  he  might  have  had  towards 
the  individual  who  has  dcneited  bim;  the  rent  is 
called  for;  and  it  is  in  vain  for  the  voter  to  look  to 
his  late  advisers  for  any  assistance  lo  meetit   There 
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have  fallen  within  my  own  knowledge,  frequent  in- 
stances of  the  tenants  having  been  destroyed,  in 
consequence  of  their  having  voted  with  their  clergy." 
"  Their  motive  is  religious  enthusiasm.  They  have 
been  told  in  terms,  that  it  is  a  contest  between  God  and 
their  laTidlordsS' 

When  the  Roman  Catholic  Friesthood'have  inter- 
fered so  illegally,  and  unjusti6ably,  for  the  return  of 
Protestant  members,  may  not  their  demeanour  be 
rationally  anticipated,  if  that  interference  were  to 
be  exerted  for  the  election  of  Roman  Catholic  re- 
presentatives ?  How  would  they  then  deport  them- 
selves, when  instructed  by  their  episcopal  superiors, 
to  subvert  in  every  possible  manner,  the  Protestant 
interest,  for  the  attainment  of  religious  objects,  or 
of  temporal  aggrandizement  ?  It  is  equally  unna- 
tural and  absurd  to  suppose,  that  they  would  prove 
less  sedulous  in  canvassing  the  electors — in  dis- 
solving the  ancient  and  heretofore  sacred  connexion 
between  landlord  and  tenant — in  fettering  the  con- 
sciences of  their  deluded  communicants — in  re- 
quiring implicit  obedience  to  their  mandates — in 
excommunicating  their  opponents — and,  in  pro^ 
moting  by  every  possible  mode,  the  return  of  their 
religio-political  laymen.  No:  all  their  prowess 
would  be  concentrated  towards  their  portentous 
designs.  Does  not  this  appear  manifest  from  the 
extraordinary  zeal  displayed  in  behalf  of  Protestant 
members?  And,  does  it  not  necessarily  follow, 
that  a  more  chivalrous  and  enthusiastic  ardour  wi 
be  evinced,  to  effectuate  the  return  of  persons 
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fessing;  similar  political  principles  ^ud  maintaining 
similar  religious  tenets  with  themselvea?  Tbia 
undue  interference — this  inauspicious  influence- 
this  spiritual  domination,  should  therefore  be  obJ| 
viated>  and  vigilantly  guarded  against  by  the  vigfOF'^ 
ous,  beneficent,  and  unanimous  co-operation  of  qui 
Protestant  Parliament. 

VL — That  THE  Roman  CAxnotic  PoRTY-SHiLtrac 

FREEHOLDERS,  HAVING  VIOLATED  THE  OHIGISAL  OB-'J 
JECT,  WHICH  THE  LEGISLATUBE  CONTEMPLATED,  WHB^ 
CONCEDING  TO  THEIR  BODY  THE  ELECTIVE  FRANCHISE,^ 
4HE7  HAVE  THEREFORE  INCAPACITATED  THEMSELVES] 
FROM  BEING  RETAINED  IN  POSSESSION  OF  THIS  PRIVI-  | 
LEGE — THIS    PORTION    OF    THE    ELECTIVE    FRANCHIS 

n 

SHOfTLD     CONSEQUENTLY      BE    REMODELLED.     OR     THE 
AMOUNT  OF  FREEHOLD  QUALIFICATION   INCREASED. 

'    Never  was  inquiry  into  the  principle^)  and  actions 
of  the    Roman   Catholic  forty-shilling    freeholders 
more  requisite  than  at  present — never  was  invest!'*  i 
gation  more  opportunely  demanded.     What,  here-i 
toforc,  was  theoretically  slleged  against  this  class  of  j 
society,  has  been  lately  realized  to  the  most  accu- 
rate  and    practical    demonstration.      No   possible 
doubt  can  exist  in  any  rational  mtnd  of  the  perilous 
consequences  which  must  ensue  the  continuance  of 
the  elective  iVanchise  in  the  possession  of  thoAe^ 
Avho  suffer  their  intellects  to  be  sprayed  by  relents 
loss  bigotry,  and  whose  erery  movement  contra^ 
venes  the  original  intention  of  the  le(;Liiluiureincuu- 
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ceding  to  their  body,  tbis  great,  and,  if  duly  exercised, 
important  constitutional  privilege- 
When  the  elective  franchise  was  extended  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  peasantry,  it  was  never  contem- 
plated that  those  obtaining  the  power  of  voting 
from  benevolent  landlords,  would  exercise  the  pri- 
vilege in  violation  of  a  sacred  compact,  orio  direct 
opposition  to  the  private  wishes  and  public  interests 
of  their  benefactors.  The  legislature  never  surmised 
such  unparalleled  ingratitude,  nor  that  those  free- 
holders would  be  seduced  from  their  best  friends 
and  natural  protectors,  by  the  insidious  machina- 
tions of  an  intermeddling  political  Priesthood, 

But,  since  tbis  heterogeneous  and  demoralizing 
system  was  pursued  during  the  late  elections  in 
Ireland,  the  facts  connected  therewith,  should  be 
suitably  considered.  What  caa  appear  more  re- 
volting to  human  nature — more  abhorrent  to  every 
generous  disposition,  than  to  find  hundreds  of  the 
most  uniortunate,  yet  misguided,  peasantry,  pub* 
Ucly  opposing  those  landlords,  who,  not  only  invested 
them  with  a  power  of  voting,  but  frequently  con- 
tributed towardstheirrelief  from  the  most  imminent 
perils  and  poverty  1  This  ungrateful  conduct  has 
certainly  been  exemptarity  punished ;  but  would  it 
not  be  gracious  and  patemal-like  in  the  legislature 
to  interpose  its  beneficent  authority,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  seduction  of  an  ignorant  peasantry  from 
their  landlords  by  any  clerical  body,  and  the  mis- 
haps that  must  consequently  result,  while  ihe  pre- 
sent system  is  continued  ? 
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"  The  forty-Bhilling  freeliolder  in  Ireland,"  saya  the 
honourable  Mr.  Justice  Day, ''  votes  out  of  &  lease,  and  that 
lease  is  of  the  Bmallest  possible  quantity  of  property,  ^either 
perhaps  a  cabin  or  »  very  small  piece  of  ground  for  a  potato 
garden,  and  out  of  that,  on  which  he  barely  subsists,  it  is 
that  this  independent  constituent  is  supposed  to  be  entitled 
to  vote;  he  is  registered  upon  his  positive  affidavit  out  of 
his  wretched  holding,  as  a  freehold  worth  forty  shillings 
a  year ;  this  surely  is  but  a  mockery  of  a  freehold*  He  and 
bis  brethren  are  driven  by  the  landlord*  into  the  husdogs,  as 
a  &aleaman  drives  the  flock  into  the  market  They  Jutve  no 
wiU,  property,  judgment,  or  knowledge  qf  their  own,  to  guide 
or  govern  them*  Those  forty-shilling  freeholders  are  very 
unlike  indeed  to  the  constitutional  freeholders  and  consti- 
tuents of  England  of  the  same  denomination,  who  all  vote 
out  of  inheritances  and  independent  properties,  more  or  less ; 
that  is  a  species  of  property  unknown  in  Ireland  among 
those  wretched  forty-shilling  freeholders.  The  system  is  a 
sort  of  universal  suffrage;  thus  the  beggary  of  the  country 
elects,  and  the  property  of  the  country  is  entirely  out  tf  the 
case:'-f 

Between  the  forty-shilling  freeholders  of  Britain, 
and  those  of  Ireland,  there  is  an  evident  and  im- 
portant difference.  In  En^and,  electors  of  this 
class  obtain  the  right  of  voting  for  members  of  Par- 
liament, from  either  a  fee-simple,  an  hereditary-or 
acquired  land-freehold;  whereas,  in  Ireland,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Blake,  *'  they  pay  what  is  originally 
a  rack-rent  for  the  land,  they  then  build  mud  huts 
upon  it,  and  if  they  make  out  of  the  land  a  profit  of 

•  "Die  scene  19  revecsed.    The  Priests  have  usurped  and  now  exercise 
.  the  authority,  which  the  laodlord  formerly  had. 

t  Evidence  of  the  honourable  Judge  Day  before  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mitteCf  June  2df  1824. 
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yirfj/  siu/lhigs  a  y€af\  a  profit  prodticed  ly  the  street  of 
their  brow^  they  reconcile  themselves  lo  swear  that 
Ihey  have  an  interest  in  it  to  the  extent  of  forty 
sh'dSttgi  a  year,  whereas  the  gain  is  prtniuctd  not 
through  an  isitercst  in  the  iandt  hut  through  their 
labour,'^  In  England,  the  freeholders,  after  de- 
tlucting  the  various  expenses  attendant  on  their 
land,  exercise  the  privilege  of  voting  from  the  actual 
and  absolute  possession  of  freehold  properly  to  the 
anaount  o(  forty  shillings  and  upwards;  but  in  Ire- 
land, numerous  instances  occur,  where  the  peasantry 
cjcerct&G  this  privilege,  from  »olcly  occupying  at  a 
racV-renl,  a  must  iucouimudious  cabin  without  any 
land  whatever.  In  England,  the  freehold  is  ac- 
quired from  an  hereditary  estate*  a  rent  charge,  or 
the  purchase  of  extensive  landed  property  ;  in  Ire- 
land, the  lower  classes  generally  neither  inherit  the 
frecliold  from  their  forefalhcrSf  nor  acquire  it  by  in- 
dustrious habits,  but  obtain  it  under  an  im]>iied  con- 
dition, or  a  positive  pledge.  In  England,  the  free- 
holders honA  fide  represent  the  landed  property  of 
the  kingdom^they  need  no  pecuniary  aid  from  their 
more  opulent  neighbouni,  and  consequently  vote 
free  and  unshackled ;  but,  in  Ireland,  they  are  gene- 
rally devoid  of  substantial  property,^obsequious 
dependants  on  the  generosity  of  the  wealthy,  and 
have  uniformly  voled  in  accordance  with  the  incli- 
nations and  interests  uf  the  donors,  until  the  Roaian 
Catholic  Priesthood  lately  interfered,  and  gained 
ever  iheir  unenlightened  communicants,  an  unto- 
ward polilical  electioneering  interest. 


JXIV  NECESSITV  OF  ALTERING 

This  anomalous  situation  of  the  forty-s 
freeholders  in  both  kingdoniB  requires  amendmei 
demands  Ofisimilation.  That  the  Iri^'h  clcctora 
this  class,  differ  widely  fruni  those  in  England,  mui 
be  evident  to  every  dispassionate  and  reflecting" 
mind.  '*  Their  (the  Irish)  creation  was  in  fact/ 
cording  to  Mr.  Littleton,  "a  fraud  on  the  spirit  i 
the  law  and  of  the  Constitution;  because,  by  the 
great  numbers,  they  keep  down  the  real  freeholdcrB< 
the  country.  They  effectually  suppress  the  exprcs- 
fiion  of  public  opinion  on  the  part  of  that  bod] 
because  whatever  they  may  feel  as  to  a  fitness 
the  candidate,  they  could  neither  return  nor  reject 
him^  if  the  great  body  of  the  forty- shilling  free- 
holders were  opposed  to  tlicir  wishes.  The  free- 
holders arc  fioi  like  the  land  freeholders  of  this  coun* 
try,  (England)  tlie  strength  and  honour  of  tli^H 
nation;  they  arc,  on  the  contrary,  it^  wcekness  am^^ 
discredit^  for  they  ruin  the  vay  property  which  rears 
ihctn"  Is  it  not,  therefore,  advisable  to  remove  tfaia 
difference*  to  aasjmilate  llie  elective  franchise 
Ireland  to  that  of  Great  Britain? 

The  inexpediency  of  the  present  forty-shilli 
freehold  system  in  Ireland  is  unciiieslionable. 
has  long  continued  the  principal  of  the  various  evUs 
that  unhappily  depress  the  internal  condition  of  that 
country.  Judge  Day  declares,  the  "  rage  for  forty- 
shilling  freeholders  leads  to  all  manner  of  offences 
and  vices,  to  perjury,  drunkenness,  bribery,  riotin^> 
and  idleness/'  It  han  generated  a  fubdivision  of 
land  into  the  smalte&t  pos.<%ible  portions,  for  the  sole 
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parpQse  of  creating  voics*  \Vh«^cver  leases  of 
large  tracts  of  grouud  expire^  the  landlords  have 
freqaeoUy  subdivided  the  farms  into  parcels,  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  creating  new  freeholds.  It  has  de- 
stroyed the  bond  of  uuiou  betweeii  latxllord  and 
teuant;  it  has  tended  to  increase  a  very  numerous 
populaliouj  for  which  there  exi^ta  do  adequate  em- 
pluyuicnt;  besides,  iudnciiig  an  uneducated  pea-* 
gantry  to  become  laDd-o^VncrSp  and  like  a  pe&tiforouB 
brood  Lo  swarm  and  impoverish  the  soil.  ,i, 

The  Legislature,  however,  after  considering  those 
pprtaulous  evils,  sliould  interpose  its  benig:ii  au- 
1,honLy,ta  meliorate  this  portion  of  the  elective 
franchise,  to  prevent  an  ignorant  peai^autry  from 
beitig  seduced  into  demoralizing  misdeeds  by  the 
pohtical  management  of  their  Priests,  and  beiog 
sub^quGotly  castigated  by  the  landlords  for  iheii 
baleful  ingratitude.  That  the  spiritual  interference 
yS  ^y  clerical  body  in  electioneering  matters^  is 
d&CLgcrous  to  the  tranquillity  and  welfare  of  the 
realm  cannot  be  denied.  If  then,  such  intermed- 
dling hn»;  actually  occun-ed,  Hhonld  not  the  means 
by  which  it  wa^  effected,  be  annulled  I  And,  ought 
not  the  various  defects  in  this  forty -shilling  free-, 
hold  system  which  ha^  been  proved  so  baneful  to, 
the  peace  of  tlic  country,  so  noxious  to  the  morala 
p^.ti^e  people,  be  also  removed? 

**Vlr.  Shiell  dednmd,  respecting  raising  the  qHAltficiilioii  of 
ibc  ijl^rtivx*  fninchiMOT  "  I  furlhiM"  thinV,  thai  so  far  from  Ut 
Wiit^  jui  injuryf  it  would  be  n  hcncfit  to  the  lotfcrr  order^i 
thai  the  cfualific^iuii  should  be  raised,  wid  that  tht  iuam 
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of  tlie  peaBaiitry  should  not  be  iitveftt^il,  every  fiv€  oi 
ycarSfWlth  the  mere  re^mbbnce  of  political  uuthorit>' u-hkli 
do«i(  not  ii;itiiTjLUy  Ijclonfj  to  them,  and  which  U  quiia  un- 
real." Mr,  0*ConneIl  was  asked.  "  Do  you  think  the  rais- 
ing tiie  (^UiilificatioT)  to  tc:n  pounds  noulcl  be  productive  of 
gr^ At  b(*Tiofit  to  In>1and  ^ — T  thmlc  it  woiiM  hr  pmduci^Tr  of 
benefit.  1i  is,  ir  my  humhU  judgment,  no  smnll  Ix^iij^fit  if 
you  get  rid  of  ^ny  |»ortioti  of  prrjttry  ;  and  it  is  the  com- 
mencement uf  whut  wc  want  cro  much  hi  Iretaod,  a  wih^tan-  _ 
tia\  yeomanry:  at  v^rc^rn[,  the  population  in  loo  much  ^lli^^H 
ded  belueen  the  highest  and  the  very  lowest  clasps/  Anil^^ 
Mr.  Blake  staled:  "  1  think  it  (tbc  nam  of  a  respectable 
yeonunry^)  is  one  main  cause  of  the  evils  that  the  country 
hihours  under,  and  my  notion  in  r^eoinniending  a  change  in 
the  ({ualTficjitton  for  the  cxerciw  of  the  ckctlvc  fninchitit.*, 
h  maiemlly  ititluencet!  by  ihe  hope,  that  it  would  indnce 
gentlenit;n  nho  wish  to  ha\e  poliitcnl  influence  in  Ireland, 
instead  of  parcelling  out  tlieir  Innd  amon^Kt  a  mcb  ^ 
i^f^UJuui  CGiti^g,  to  roisfi  up  and  encourage  tbc  growth  fl^J 
ft  rCApCCtablc  yeomanry  in  the  counli'y/'^  ^^f 

An  amendment  of  this  portion  of  the  elective 
franchise  is,  therefore,  requisite,  unless  it  be  de* 
sirable  to  propagate  dit^iseDsion  among  the  people; 
to  itKlulgc  professional  agitators  with  an  oppor- 
limity  for  di^ieeminating  their  dissociating  princi- 
ples; to  encourage  the  Roman  Catholic  Priesthood 
in  fulminating  spiritual  dennnciations  against  thoM 
who  disobey  their  eommandg;  and  to  promote  a 
luon;  general  disorganization  of  the  ancient  and 
heretofore  salutary  connexion  between  landlord  and 
tenant,  A  recurrence  of  those  evils,  unhappily  the 
Boul- harrowing  nource  of  discord,  and  bone  of  eonj 
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tention  between  tlie  gentry  and  peasantry,  should 

»be  provciited  by  tho  nllcvinting  aad  elBcicot  power 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament, 
But,  the  question  of  jjrccautionary  restrictions 
should  not  be  considered,  as  peculiarly  connected 
with  Ireland.  Tbe  Brilisb  public  muKt  aUo  feci 
itself  interested  in  its  Buccessful  rcsulL  If  the 
lioman  Catholics  ever  posscfts  an  opportunity,  may 
not  Britons  reasonably  expect  araoD^f  themselves 

■  similar   pernicious  operations?     And.   would   not 
Pcquaily  appalling  consequences  ensue,  the  natural 

Gouuexioii  between  landlord  and  tenant  dissolved, 
mobi^  impeding  ihe  freedom  of  election,  merciless 
bigots  over-awing  those  who  purpose  voting  in  com- 
pliance with  the  impulses  of  gratitude  and  of  con- 
science; the  electors'  property  subsequently  dis- 
trained and  &old,  while  their  families  become  beg* 

_gared,  destitute, ar.d  starving? 

W  If  this  gloomy  picture  of  misery  and  misfortune 
be  actually  produced  in  Ireland,  by  the**  undue 
excrcitic  of  a  pririlogc,   the    character    of   wliicb 

■  has     been    sullicd>    and     its    value    depteciatedj 
"vould  it  not  be  consonant  with  the  noblest  feel- 

ings  of  humanity,  for  the  Legislature  to  intercede 
between  the  ignorance  and  the  prejudices  of  those 
f  misguided    individuals,   and   to   render  them    un- 
exposed, for  the  future,  to  similar  mishaps  con- 
sequent on  their  election  misdeeds?    To  effectuate 
'm  this  phtlantiiropic  object,  the  farty-shilling^  freehold 
Hsyetem    must  be  thoroughly  investigated,  the  facts 

■  of  its   tnefficieucy  and   perversion    a^skiduously  ex* 
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amined ;  if  dubstdntiated,  let  it  be  rcmodelledt  lejj 
the  ammint  of  qiLaliBcation  be  incroased^  or  ne^ 
measured  adopted,  tbat  will  relieve  the  poor  peaittint 
from  vicious  teniplatioD ;  that  will  curb  llie  intei 
ference  of  the  Priests,  and  restore  the  lauded  ia^ 
terest  to  the  natural  influence  arising  from  property, 
and  finally,  re-establish  tlie  happiness,  the  pro* 
^perity,  ajid  Uic  welfare  of  Ireland, 

VIL — That   thr  wisest  Statesmen,  and 
DiSTiKGtTi8HKi>  Protestants  OP  the  pastagk.  htcii? 

DBClVZDhX  OPPOSED  to  a   "  TOTAL)  VNQrAUPtBU,  ASO 
unconditional'  CONCESSION  OF  THE  Ko*L\N  CaTIIO- 

uc  Claims* 

The  most  iliustrious  Protestant  Statesmen,  tbofle 
vrho  guidiid  the  helm  uf  the  kingdom,  who^e  fame 
remains  emblazoned  in  the  annals  ot  the  realm,  and 
who  established  the  glory  of  this  Protestant  empire, 
have  uniformly  oppoKcd  the  conce&aion  of  political 
power  to  the  Itonmn  Catliolics.  They  have,  gene- 
rally, been  influenced  by  the  noblest  motives^  a  de- 
votion to  tl»c  inicrestfj  of  their  country;  a  j^incere 
attachment  to  rational,  civil,  and  religious  liberty, 
bc&idcs  an  ardent  admiration  of  our  unrivalled 
Constitution-  Regardless  of  ihe  tavnls  and  devices 
of  ignoble  opiwncnts,  having  engendered  a  hal- 
lowed union  between  our  Protectant  Church  and 
State,  they  erected  barriers  for  its  felicitous  con- 
tinuance; barriers,  some  uf  which  remain  as  in- 
valuable     mcmorial&    of    their     wi^sdum,    justice. 
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magnanimity  and  precaution.  Never  were  any 
indinduals  so  tenacious  of  their  inaltcnable  riglitA 
and  privileffes  ai;  oar  Protestant  forefalli^ra  j  never 
wa»  any  nation  ffci  eminent  lor  its  various  political 
virtues  as  this  Protestant  kingdom. 

However  uecdicsa  it  must  appear  to  expatiate 
on  their  universally  acknowledged  ZL^al  in  th<>  cause 
^of  civil  and  religious  frccilom,  it  is  equally  futile 
[to  detail*  the  numerous  means  adopted  by  them,  for 
tlie  achievement  of  their  constitutional  projects, 
"Whatever  peaa!  slatuteg  were  enacted  by  our  an- 
cestors, are  sudicicntly  justifiable  by  the  urgent 
causes  of  necessity  that  occurred  at  those  awful 
periods.  The  illustrious  statesmen  who  pro[K>sed 
tbe'm  are  shielded  by  tlieir  wetl-eamed  reputations 

■  from  obloquy;  and  their  patriotic  principles  should 
be  duly  estimated  by  constitutional  Protestants  at 
ttiis  imminent  crisis*  But,  further  dilatation  respect- 
ing their  measures,  or  their  merits,  is  evidently  unne* 

»ccssary;  theirsentiments— the  sentimenlsof zealous, 
Doble-mindediand  immortal  Protestant  statesmen—^ 
ahall  be  submitted  to  thu  uatiun.  Let  thusie  tlecla- 
ralions  be  attentively  perused,  and  scduIou«!y  con- 
sidered^ as  they  emanate  from  the  most  devoted 
and  6trcuuou£  champions  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty, 

■  The  Revolution  of  1688,  shall  be  the  epoch  of 
"our  recital.     James   II.   opposed  in   his  arbitrary 

schemes  and  Popish  designi;,  abdicated  the  throne 
of  England.  Immediately  afterwards,  on  Dccem- 
it  1 1th,  1688,  the  Protciitant  Lords,  Spiritual  and 
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Teraporal,  wilb  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen 
Lnndon,  having  assembled  atOuiUihall,  drew  np  the 
following  memorable  declaration,  ^vorthy  of  the  Hi 
lusirioiis  individuals,  and  deserving  the  approval  of 
every  Protestant,  particularly  Ibose  who  value  and 
commemorate  the  glorious  Revcdution  of  1686. 

'^Wo  doubt  not  but  that  the  -votld  hclicveSi"  ftny  tiu; 
rRoreM'A^Tl'£l;Ka  OP  K.sotAi!i0,  "  tb«t  in  Uib  ip^,ki  and 
(Ungcrous  conjuncture,  wc  nrc  heartily  and  ^calou^y  con* 
cernedfor  ike  FroUstant  rcUgimt  the  lavs  of  ihcland,  iipd 
the  liberties  and  properties  of  Che  subject.  And  vre  did 
reniiionnbly  hope,  that  the  King  hnving  issued  ont  his  pro- 
clamation find  writs  for  a  free  Parliauient,  wc  might  have 
rested  secure  under  the  expectation  of  tliat  meeting.  Bu$^^ 
his  Majesty  liavluj^  withdrawn  him^rlf,  and,  aH  rte  apprehendj^H 
in  ordtr  to  bis  dcrpiirtttre  out  of  this  kingdom^  by  the  per- 
nicious couneck  of  persons  ill'iiffcctrd  to  our  nation  imd 
rctigiufi,  ve  c:annot|  irithout  Wing  wanting  to  our  duty,  be 
ailent  tinder  tbu«e  calitiuitit,-?,  vlivivin  the  Popish  counscU^ 
^rhicb  lio  loti;;  prevnlled,  have  n^iscrably  involved  these 
reahns>  Vie  do  therefore  unanimously  reaoKe  to  apply 
ourselves  to  hi*  Highness  the  I'rince  of  Orange,  who  with 
so  great  kiiidticss  to  these  kingdoms,  such  nst  expense, 
and  fin  nniwh  hni^rd  to  his  own  person,  has  uDdcTtJiker,  by 
endeavouring  to  procure  a  free  Parliament,  to  rescue  us. 
with  aK  little  efltiston  as  po^ihle  of  Christian  hlood,  from  the 
imminent  tiangrrs   i^  xlavrrt/  ami  Ptiprrif. 

"  And  we  do  hereby  (U-cUr^,  that  we  will,  with  our  nttnoEt 
endcAVOurf,  asiist  hi?  liighnci?  in  the  obtaining  such  a  Par- 
liument  ulih  all  speed,  wherein  our  taws,  our  liberties,  Knd 
proptrnles  niay  be  secnredr  and  the  ChurcA  oj  Kngtand  in 
particti/ar,  with  a  <lue  iiherttj  to  ProUsiani  iPiswcntert,  and 
in  general,  that  f^c  FroUtiam  reUgion  arui  mitresi  over  tAa 
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tchaic   uorld   may    be  tupporfrd  ond  rnconmg^  to  tbd 
glorj  of  Uod,  the  happine^B  of  the  establbhed  govemmeofj 
m  these  kingdorosr  ^nd  the  &4!v»iiuige  of  all   princL^i  nnd 
atates  m  chrlsteuiloa),  that  nuy  be  hcrctti  coiMrcrnnl, 

"  In  the  mean  time  we  will  endeavour  to  preserve,  as 
much  as  in  ufi  lies,  the  pcAce  and  Becurit:r  of  tliuBe  sreat  and 
{kopulouE  eities  of  London  aiid  We&tniinftti^r,  aiMl  the  piurta 
ndjiiceiit,  bif  l.ikiiig  care  to  ditvmi  M  Fopiitt,  atnd  f^ecuro  all 
Jc^mts  tmd  HomM  PrlewtM^  who  nrc  in  or  nbont  tho  Aftme, 
And  if  there  be  «iij  thing  nioie  to  bo  perbrnied  hj  US|  lor 
promi>tuif(  tiia  lligb^CBsa  geiieix>ut»  inteiUtoiiN  for  tlit?  public' 
gQod,  we  shall  be  ready  to  do  it,  aE  occasion  shall  rc<iuirc.~ 

This  declaration  of  true  Protestant  Pnncipt«H,  being  sub- 
acribed  by  tlie  Protestant  Peerx  of  Rng^land,  it  wa^  pre- 
■cntcd  to  tijc  Prince  of  Oran^,  \ty  the  l^ordef  Pembroke, 
WejmoQtb,  Colepepper,  and  the  Bishop  of  Ely.  The 
Prot&tBDt  Peers  oic&in  assembled  at  Wecbninster,  on  De- 
eeuber  :16th,  168^,  when  they  again  addressed  the  Priikce 
ofOringo  nnd  "  dv»red  him  ta  eauMf  Letter*  Kiib«cnb<'d  by 
hitaseU'  to  be  written  to  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tena- 
pOTalf  i^ffit^g  Pft>i€*taui*t  and  to  all  counttea  aiwl  cor* 
pomtiom  liATlug  the  return  of  meinlwrM,  to  cbooac  audi 
persons  to  represent  them,  as  were  of  riglic  to  be  sent  to 
Parliament,  and  to  meet  at  Westminster,  on  the  S:fd  of 
January  eosumgi''  which  address  was  duly  presented,  lits 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Orange  hiving  Hummoned  tlie  Par<* 
BuDeni,  addressed  the  fr>ll<iwing  letter,  *'  to  the  LorJs 
S|iirifiaa]  and  Temporal  assembled  at  Westminster,  in  this 
present  Convention,  January  3^d,  1689. 


"  My  Lords  and  GentleiD*^, 
"  1  hjire  enJeavoareJ,  to  th«  iihnoU  of  my  poactr,  to  |ier- 
form  what  was  desired  from  i»e,  in  order  to  tbo  pnblie  peace 
anti  finfcty  \  and  I  do  not  know  tliat  any  thing  hath  been  omit- 
ted which  might  tei>d  to  Uie  preservation  of  thowti  since  the 
adaunblration  of  affiurs  wa:)  put  into  my  hiAiid».  It  now  lieth 
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upon  jou  to  lay  the  /ow^daii&n  of  a  firm  security  foi 
rdiglon^  your  Utfvs,  and  ffour  dbertirg,  

**  I  do  not  doubt,  but  that  by  audi  a  foil  and  free  repre- 
sentation of  the  nHtion>  as  ia  now  met  the  ends  of  my  ile- 
cUrAtion  will  he  Mtiktnr<\.  And  since  it  baJi  [^tejisetl  Gtttl 
liJtItDrto  to  b1«etf  my  good  intentions  with  *o  great  sttcctfM,  I 
trurt  m  him,  that  he  will  complete  hisowit  work,  by  ftctkling 
a  sjiirii  of  peace  anil  aniou  to  influence  your  councils,  that 
DO  interruption  may  Ix;  givtii  to  a  Attj^y  outi  iantiH^  wV- 
tlenwni. 

"The  dangerous  condition  of  the  Protestant  Intcrcs*  io 
Ireland,  requiring  a  large  nnd  Kj)cedy  succour,  and  the  [>re- 
sent  state  of  thin^  abroad,  oblige  me  to  tell  you,  that  next 
to  the  danger  of  uu^en^sonable  iliviMons  anionj;  yourselvcst 
nothing  can  he  u>  fatal  as  too  great  delay  io  your  consolta* 
iSonv.  The  States  by  whom  I  hsve  been  pnnUrd  to  n^citft 
this  nation,  mny  euddenly  feel  the  ill  effects  of  it,  both  fay 
being  too  long  deprived  of  the  aervke  of  their  troops  which 
arc  now  here,  and  of  your  eatrly  ii»iatatM:c  agaji»t  a  puwt-rful 
emmiy,  who  halb  declared  war  aguinat  them-  And  nn  Eng- 
land is  by  treaty  already  engaged  to  help  thctn  upon  any 
tuch  exigencies,  so  I  am  confident  that  their  cheerful  con* 
currcncc  Io  preserve  this  kingdom  with  w>  mucli  hazard  to 
themcolves,  will  meet  all  the  retumt>  of  friendship,  and  luvsial- 
anoe,  which  may  be  expected  iirom  you,  as  Pr&testtnrU  and 
Bnfflisim^n,  whenever  their  condition  shall  require  it/* 
"  William  Hkkrv,  Paii^cK  of  Orange, 
**  Given  at  Sl  Jamaa's,  thia  22d  day  of  January,  1689. 


The  above  leiter  hovijiH  been  ts^nA  in  the  House  of  I^nh, 
and  their  lordi^hips  having :ippi>int<rditi:i<iilant)&  tu  advi!M^  ihom 
in  matter*  of  law,  made  an  order  for  a  thanksgiving  to  God* 
"  For  having  made  the  Prince  of  Orinf^  the  glorious  ii*- 
tttruuKnt  of  their  great  dcUvcrancc."  The  same  letter  was 
nlao  read  in  the  House  of  Connnons.  UoiU  lioui;ea  uiuini- 
mously  joined  in  m  address  to  the  Prince,  "  wherein  they 
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ankfully  acknowl^ged  him  the  glorious  uiHtnim^^nt  of  thdr 
/Jf-^nvAm  from   Popcrt/  and  ar^itrtirtf  fiowrr,  rrquestinj; 
ttn  to  continue  the  aJintnislratjon  of  public  atlbir^,  Uie  (lis* 
PqsaI  of  tbe  reienue,  and  lite  care  of  IreUnd." 


K. 


Such  were  ihe  Protestant  Principles  which  in- 

loenced  the  ProtcBtant  Peers  of  England,  and  the 

HLdgloTious  William,  at  the   memui'able  epoch  of  the 

^■tuvolution.    These  are  the  Con^ititiitional  decl&ra- 

^Bions  of  the  entiglitencd   statesmen   who  laid  the 

foundatioa  of  a  firm  security  of  our  religion,  our 

hiws,  nud    our  liberties.     That  their  maxims  have 

Keen  diligently  pursued  by  succeeding  generations, 
i  evident  from  the  dectarationa  and  solemn  pledges 
j^^iven  by  every  king  of  the  illustrious  House  of 
j^pfanorer  to  Parliament  on  their  aecession  to  the 
Throue,  with   ihe  Constitutiooal  answer  of  their 
Protcstaol  Commons. 


mi 

us 


Gcottoc  L  declared:—"  This  being  tlw  first  opportunity 
i  I  ha^i*  had  of  meoUng  my  people  in  I^arlianient,  sioce 
ph-aKi-d  AImii*hty  God,  of  hi«  good    pmdetKC  to  call 
me  to  the  throne  of   niy  ancc«lor:(»   I  moHt  gladly  make 
use  of  it  to  thank  my  faithful  and  lormf^  subjects  for  that 
jil  ami  finnneut,  tbat  bath  been  thown  in  defence  of  the 
ro4c»tant  tticceiiion,"    "  The  EHtablisbed  Consdtutioa  in 
Church  and  SinU\  nhiill  he  the  rule  of  my  govermnent." 
Gfobok  II- rtatrd  : — "  it  fhsiW  bi^  my  coaAUmt  enre   to 
ALTto    the   Constilutton  of  tbiE  kingdom,  ns  it  in    now 
,ppi1^  taiabhifbed  in  Churcli  and  State,  inviolable  in  all 
15  (jutla," 
OcoROK   IH.  decWed :— "  Boni  snd  cdticated   b)  thia 
lUntTT,  I  g!or>'  In  ihe  nnme  of  Briton,  and  the  peculiar 
lappinesH  of  lay  life  will  ever  consist  in  prcmcting  the  vrcl- 
re  of  a  peopte  «tiose  loyalty  and  warm  aiicction  to  me> 
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I  comider  ils  tlie  greatest  and  most  pcmuncnt  security  * 
my  throne  I  and,  I  doubt  not,  but  their  steadiness  ioi 
prineiplei  uDI  ei^ual  tlie  ilrmneaa  of  my  invarisble  retolution' 
to  adhere  to,  «nd  suenglhcn,  this  excellent  ConatUuttou  in 
Church  and  State." 

The  PftorE^TAXT  Couhons  of  England,  in  their  answer 
lo  George  I.  declared: — "It  ia  with  Itiexpre^ible  joy, 
that  vc  approach  jrour  Majerity,  peaceably  »ea1ed  on  the 
throne  of  ^rour  reyal  anccEfton;  und  being  thoroughly  sen- 
sible of  the  many  open  and  wcrct  pnicticcs,  tb«t  have  of 
late  year$,  been  used  to  dcFcat  the  Prolcftimt  ^(ticccsslon, 
we  cannot  ^uiliciently  adore  the  Divine  Providence  that  90 
misoiiahly  Interposed  and  saved  this  nation^  bj  your  Ma- 
jesty's happy  accciston  to  the  erown.  Your  faithlul  Com- 
mons receive,  vith  the  highest  gratitude,  your  ntostgradous 
assurances  that  the  established  Conntitution  in  Church  and 
State  shall  be  the  nilc  of  your  govemnwnt/'  "We  are 
sensible  of  your  goodness  eirpressi^d  to  tho«e  who  h^ve  dis* 
tingtiuhed  themselves  by  tlieir  xtid  und  Srmnvtitt  for  tho 
Protc^ttaitt  AuoceBtion." 

The  PtiOT»TAi«T  CoM»o:<a  of  Enghuid,  in  their  aJiawi^ 
to  George  II,  staled:—"  We  \\mnk  your  Majesty  for  those 
ample  aiAurance^  you  have  given  us^  inviolably  to  pre- 
acnc  the  Constitution  of  these  kingdoms,  as  it  i:^  now  hap- 
pily  establiihed  in  Church  and  State ;  und  to  secure  to  all 
your  subjects  the  full  enjoynent  of  their  religious  and  dvil 
rifthts," 

Th("  Protestant  Commons  of  Enghind,  In  their  ansvrerj 
to  fieorgf*  III.  ih'<*-inp(r(l  ^ — "  Wp  v<^»«>ra!©  and   confide 
those  iiacred  xt^urmncos  of  your  Majo«ty*s  6rm  and  invariubl 
resolution  to  adhere  to,  and  fitrt;ogt)icn  tbid  excellent  Coo 
«tilution  ill  Church  and  Slate." 

We  shall  nuw  proceed  frooi  the  Protestant  Prii 
ciples,  so  clearly  evinced  by  our  Bovereigns  a»^ 
li^gtslativc  bndici^,  tu  the  opiuioub  vf  uur  moat  iJlus^ 
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trious  ancestors.  They  merit  an  equal  conBidera- 
tion  with  the  preceding,  as  emanating  from  those 
'who  attained  the  most  exalted  stations  in  the  king- 
dom ;  besides  those  who,  while  living,  were  en- 
deared for  their  dauntless  advocacy  of  patriotic 
maxims,  wd  whose  writings  are  perused  at  present, 
ibr  the  acquisition  of  high-minded  ideas,  respecting 
our  laws,  our  liberties,  and  our  religion. 

The  Eakl  of  Clarendon,  formerly  Lord  High  ChaDcellor 
of  England,  Ba-ys: — "Itifi  therefore  Teryunreasonable(forthe 
Popes)  to  put  a  yoke  upon  the  necks  of  the  Catholics  who 
live  under  Frotestant  priucea,  by  obliging  them  to  contend 
with  thfs  lavrs  of  their  country  under  which  they  are  bom, 
IQ  thipgfl  merely  temporal ;  and  to  dUtinguish  themselves 
from  their  fellow-subjects,  by  acknoteledging  but  half  that 
obedience  Iq  their  prince  which  others  pay^  and  thereby 
force  their  sovereigns,  who  should  be  common  fathers,  to 
give  but  a  half-protection  to  them  who  pay  but  a  half- 
obedience."  "  It  is  needful  to  make  the  strictest  laws  to 
disable  those  from  doing  hurt,  by  their  depraved  affections, 
to  their  king  and  country,  who  will  not  secure  their  king  and 
country  of  their  good  affections  to  them,  by  taking  those 
lawful  paths  which  are  the  common  bonds  of  all  subjects 
within  the  same  dominions;  and  which  have  as  well  to  do 
vrith  the  iilimited  iancies  of  the  brain  as  the  dutiful  affections 
of  the  heart ;  and  though  men  cannot  reasonably  be  tied  to 
think  what  others  think,  they  may  be  ready  to  ifowhat  others 
do*  For,  no  prince  nor  state  can  be  secured  of  the  dutiful 
actions  of  those  who  subject  themselves  to  opinions  which 
control  those  actions,  and  dispose  the  persons  not  to  per- 
form them ;  as  when  the  Pope  encommunicates  all  those 
whom  he  calls  heretics,  and  absolves  all  those  who  are  in 
subjection  to  those  excommunicated  persons  from  any  oaths 
they  have  taken  to  them,  and  Irom  all  duty  that  they  are  un- 


Ixxvi 


EAHL  OF  CLARENDON". 


clorstood  to  owe  tliem.  Anil  when  princes  we  that,  aoeoni* 
inftly,  tlieir  subjects  depoH  TTom  thar  clutv  and  ol>e4]ici]cet 
liave  they  ftot  greal  reason  to  make  tliemselTes  as  sure  a* 
may  he,  th^t  tliose  mbjecw  to  whom  tbcy  nllow  tb*  protec- 
tjofi  of  th«ir  laws  ^bnll  not  sttbmit  to  such  authority,  nor 
sbouUl  comenC  to  snch  doctrine*?  And,  if  th^^y  shfill  re- 
tvac  to  make  any  such  dccUrcitionf,  hove  they  not  great  rea- 
son to  p«>fidc  for  ihtir  own  security  by  other  rcstrictiom?" 

Lord  Clarendon  tlicn  a»k«  his  countrymen  who  rcfujw  to 
give  fiuJ!icient  secuTi^  for  their  obedience  to  the  HovereigOf 
"  Wliether^  by  adding  something  lo  their  rchgion  which  is 
not  religion,  they  do  not  deservedly  bring  those  pcimitil 
tmi  forfi^ilurei  upon  thera^Ive»»  which  they  ttistain  in 
very  excrcific  of  ihcir  relit^on ;  ard  whether  ihc  Crown  cab 
be  without  a  reasonable  and  just  jealousy  of  their  aSeettc 
unlil  tfiry  renounrr  all  ktmi  of  Kuhjtciion  to,  ami  aU  kind  \ 
it^peniifjif^  ttjt/m  thi^  Bhhop  of  B&mf,  who  doA  deaSte 
o]>|ioTtunitics  by  which  the  peaee  of  the  kingdom  may  1 
di^uTbcd. 

'*  It  i±  ito  more   to  excusie  them  thau  it  h  &ecurit>  for 
king,  to  say  ihai  they  do  not  aektiowledge  any  fiw 
nuthortty  to  be  in  the  Pope,  so  tbat  ho  cannot  disturb 
peace  of  the  kingdom;  and  tliat,  if  himself  came  loinv 
the  kingdom,  du7  would  oppose  ard  resist  him  witli  the  ail 
courage  as  ihey  would  figitt  against  tlicTurk!     SpmU 
authority  had  done  loo  much  mi^hief  to  he  undt^rvalued,  < 
believe^l  to  have  less  mind  to  do  mischief  than  itlind;  nor  i 
lliey  who  ulk  of  rrvfisting,  krrot?  to  wh«1  dcgrro,  thoy 
r«siflt,  or  to  what  degree  they  would  not  ncsist  itf  if  i 
w«T©  oeeJLeion, 

"  No  man  yet  kiwwi  whait  themaelires  mean  by  iJwt . 
iuai  nttMoW/^  which  tlicy  own  to  be  h)  the  Pope;  ami  whic 
they  would  t^efore  this  time  have  carefully  explained,  if  the 
thought  it   »o  innoceat   that   no  harm    could  be    appre* 
hcnded  from  it:  and  till  thoy  do  clearly  define  what  it  ii, 
tliey  aiust  not  take  il  til  if  wc  conceive  that  tliey  mean  enough 
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by  ic  to  t:oinpn:«:«  iinviluiig  lUv  Pope  lliink»  »eafioiuibE«  tu 
ii|iply  it  to.  So  tlwt  Ch4*  aitnbutitig  any  power  to  him,  or 
ackDowIedgii^  any  to  be  in  bint,  of  hew  tpinitiul  \\  nature 
soever  it  m  ttwugbt  to  b«,  slmll  U^  enough  to  give  Jaw  to  the 
tcsip9ratt  when  a  spiritUAl  i^ml  shall  to  din:ct  it:  and  all 
king^  have  reason  to  bclicvL-,  tl^t  cvrry  Pope  thinks  he  Iiuth 
lO  snnw  jiitthority  over  ibctn  which  any  of  hi?<  pnnlvccssors 
[liave  over  cxorci^oO  over  any  of  thuir  pri^cccH^on:  and  as 
loh  aa  Bettannine,  Mamna,  or  any  other  Jesuit,  hath  a«. 
ai|[De<l  them. 

"  Sinct;  the  p0{uw  have  not  in  the  UmsI  degree  disckimcd 

r  vcnouDCcil  thu  higticftt  act  of  puwer  which  any  of  thdr 

ircdece&^or^  have  ever  cxcrcivcU  (thuuj^li  tJicf  ma^  hnre 

not  found  it  jvojonabfc  or  sjife  for  tbiMn  to  aticwpt  the  »itms 

ufiur\ml40n^,  ni>r  hath  the  Calbolic  Lhurc:!!  condcinri4>d  or 

di5Appro?ed  ihofic  o[unions  pubUxhvd  by  Je^uiu  and  other 

wriicrsi  which  have  been  puhlished  by  authority,  we  may 

reasonably,  and  witliout  breneb  of  charity,  believe?,  tltat  it  b 

nnly  want  of  opportuniry,  and  ile^pair  of  success,  which 

nirm  tfirm   from   thoi«  outward  exeet^es,  ancl  not  any 

efbnnation  in  tlwir  judgments,  or  an  opiuioit  that  thuir  juris- 

diction  h  liot  in  truth  a«  Wgv  aihI  ilUmtted  x*  Any  of  their 

prcd«cc»M>ia  ever    prceuBied  to  infest  itie    ChristUn  world 

with."** 

lioni}  Hakb  declared,  "  that  tlie  eecleida^lical  supremacy 
of  Ih^  Crown  U  a  most  unqucvsiionablo  right  of  it,— that  the 

»Vq\k  htd  ma<]e  great  usurpations  upon  it, — that  the  stitutes 
rejoined  and  retiCored  it  to  the  Crown, — that  the  Papal 
tsDcroacbments,  yea,  even  i"  matters  civil,  under  the  loose 
prvl4:iice,  in  vrdine  ct  ipiriiua/ia,  had  obtained  a  ^real 
strength,  itotwitlif^tAndinf  the  security  the  Crown  luid  by 
the  baths  of  fealty  iind  nlbgiance.  So  that  there  wn«  a 
nrcvKsity  to   unrivct   tboie  u»iirpation»  by  rabtftitutiTig,  by 


h 
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fluthorily  of  ParliameriL  a  recognition  by  oatli  of  the  King  • 
mprcmacyr  as  wi-ll  in  causes  coclcsJAstical  as  civil,** 

Th«  Earl  of  Chathah's  observations  on  tbc  Qti^l 
Government  Act  is  thus  reported, — "  He  also  took  notice  Of 
An  ftmendtncnt  whicK  hirl  hccti  mad<^  m  iUc  riAiitt*  uf  Com* 
mons,  which  was  a  n«w  cIsDse,  repealing  so  much  of  the  Act 
of  Keformfttion  of  the  lat  of  Kliiabetb  a^  relates  to  die  o»th 
of  Sopremnuy,  und  subfitltuliiig  a  common  o«th  of  alle^ance 
in  its  pUcc.  T/fu  act  of  Efhabfth  (he  wiihl)  had  aftcatft 
been  hoketi  upon  as  one  that  the  (cgUiature  had  no  ntore 
right  to  repeai  than  the  Great  Charter  or  the  iSiii  of  HightM. 
H4»  expoM-d  ihe  train  of  fntal  mischiefe  attending  the  csta- 
bli»hnM;nt  of  Popery  and  arbHrartf  potcsr  in  thitt  va^it  mu] 
fertile  r^fpcn  now  annexed  to  the  gi)veminent  of  Quebec, 
And  caiuible  of  containing  (if  futlr  pcopletl)  not  less  tlitn 
thirty  millioTtt;,  H■^  <lr*iliieed  the  whole  M^nrft  of  Iawh  from 
the  eoprenwey  firai  rcriftdieated  under  Henry  VIII-  down 
to  thb  dfty,  as  /andarnentai*  coitititrtting  a  clfMr  eonqioci 
(hat  aii  rsicbli/thmrnt*  61/  taie  are  to  i^c  Protettta/tt,  vlitch 
conpucc  ought  not  to  be  filtered,  but  by  the  conwm  oi  the 
colkectiTe  body  of  the  people.  He  further  tnaintained.  that 
the  dangerous  innovittions  of  this  bill,  were  At  variance  with 
all  the  snfe-giiards  and  barriers  agntmt  the  return  of  PopCM 
and  of  Popish  influence  so  uist'ly  provided  against  by  all  lUr- 
oathfi  of  office  snd  of  irust,  from  the  eonetable  up  to  tbe 
members  of  both  Hoiise**,  and  even  to  tbe  Socertrign  in  his 
Coronation  Oiith,  He  paEheticAlly  expr^s^d  hh  fvnm  that 
tI  might  ftbak(>  tbe  nffe(?F|on«  and  eonfideiiee  of  hi*  Mnj^'uly'* 
ProteitAnt  ftuhjecls  in  Itnglond  tind  Ireland.  Hif  lordship 
then  »aid,  that  for  thei^c  and  other  reasons,  he  gm^e  hia 
hearty  negative  lo  tbe  bill."* 

LoBD  EtLisNKOUouon  doc1ared»  iltat  '*  Cathotic  emattcipit-^ 


'  £ar1  of  CfialhRmS  Sj-e^cK  in  xXtt  El^u»t  orLonli,  Jtii>«  irth,  1774,  at 
*e|>oned  mCdbbeii'i  FarUanwnury  ilii^ory,  p.  1403*4  ofib^L  yvtu. 
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iian  (as  it  b  iaipro|>crlj  called,  if  that  term  i«  meant  to  desig- 
nate anj  slurish  subjectwn  aa  still  bubnsting  od  their  pftrt, 
either  in  respect  of  person,  properly,  or  the  profif-w*ion  of 
relij;iou»  fiiUli,  or  tlie  exercise  of  religious  voraUipj  Aoj  btJrm 
Jviiy  tUtaiwd*    The  only  remainiog  emancipation  which 
tlie^-  are  Gai>able  of  roceivJi%  mutX  be  accjuired  bjr  an  act  of 
tfaetr  o-m;  by  nul<-iVinmg  llirm*<*lvi»ji  from  x\\t!  forrtgn  liond- 
Bgo  under  vbicb   they  nrxl    llte'ir  ancc«torB  Khvo  long  un- 
worthily gn>ADcd,  and  from  which  the  Statc^as  it  has  neitJaer 
imiioacd  nor  coatinucd  itp  ha»  no  ade(|uate  m^ans  of  rdiotitig 
X\ktsx»t  consibteudy  tvitli  the  duty  of  Mrlf-preherration  which  it 
owes  to  iiaelf.    Kvery  Kta(e»  claming  uixl  vxcrcttln^  inde- 
pendem  powera  of  Horeretgnty,  liiia  iiici<Icntii!ly  belonging  to 
it,  as  fioch,  the  power  of  binding  iU  KuhjecU  by  laws  of  its 
ovm;  iK>t  only  paramount  to,  but  exclusive  of,  any  auiiiority 
or  coxurol  to  be  exercUed  by  aoy  other  state  wfaatsoerer. 
In  so  tkt  aa  any  foreign  state  or  pennon  h  altoireil  to  ejcerciw 
an  tuitbority,  bn^kiug  in  upon  thi»  exclufti^e  and  independent 
power  of  legi^Utiort,  ami  enforccnK-nt  of  iiuttu^rity  in  another 
alate^  to  that  extent  inch  stntc^  do  entrenched  upon,  itt  T»ot 
jHittireign  and  iiviepen4rni,  but  admitj>  tt«e\£  ttthn  j/ttboniiual^ 
i^,  and  tit'pcndcrtf  Kpon  the  otlu^r-   The  declaration  oontainfld 
1^  ill  the  oiiih  of  S(i|ircmicy,  tihicU  expreasea  a  dvoioi  and 
^B  reaunciation  of  the  existence  of  any  power  and  auihority,  in 
^freapect  of  ecclesiastical  and  spiritusl  matters,  ii|  any  foreign 
^F  fliate,  potcnute,  or  person  whntsocver,  is  but  the  aftinnance 
W    of  a  proposition,  whtdi  la  logically  and  politically  true,  as  an 
ectential  prirciplc  of  independent  sovereignty,  npplicjible  not 
to  tlii^t  government  only,  but  to   every  other  government 
under  the  sun.  which  claims  to  possess  aiid  exercise  the 
IIP      powers  of  independent  S">vercigoly." 

^1       Lord    Kllenlxirongh    also  observed,  that  "  the  Po|>e,  in 

"*       virtue  of  hi*  gcnerml  lipintual  nuthonty,  claims  authority  iii 

matters  otmortkU  (i.  c.  of  moml  conduct,  and  which  extendi 

loall  the  actsufmsn)i  as  well  a»>in  tA^iUexn  ofmcrc/aM:  he 
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daimA  and  habitually  exercises,  on  some  aabjccts,  a  power  < 
(iiKpfiming  with  0\th5,  and  in  thftC  respect  of  nuUif^ing  all 
luinmn  ^uncttors  vhatsocvcr,  as  far  a^  they  affect  the  cod- 
ficicucc  through  the  medium  of  oath^..  He  claims  and  exer- 
cises by  himself,  and  dele^fateii  to  oOiers,  ao  effectual,  or 
suppoftiHl  efTWtUJil  pDWiT  of  abiuilution.  What  fatal  eflecis 
that  poiror,  &k  vxcrcivod  by  tho  Uomun  Catholic  Pric-tthood, 
and  applied  to  a  credulous  multitude,  if^capaldc  of  produciiig 
upon  the  ci\il  and  jtulittcal  coiiditioD  of  that  community  iti 
which  it  U  aUouct)  to  prevail^  lei  the  rcccuC  cxgwricaco  ,oC 
IrcUnd  during  the  late  rebellion  (17d8)  attest;  where 
iTTtlche^  reeking  with  the  blood  of  thur  murdered  country- 
mca,  bive  been  purifjctl  from  the  guilt  of  past  atrocities,  and 
prepared  for  the  commis^on  of  new,  by  the  all-atoQing 
nrtues  of  Popish  absoiation !  Such  a  poiter  as  this  over 
the  coD«:acncc  engrosses  and  directs  more  than  b«lf  the 
factdtics  and  energy  of  the  entire  tnttn-  The  power  of  cX" , , 
eommimfniittn  t«,  tn  the  hunds  of  their  clergy,  ft  moflt  power- 
ful and  dftDgeroua  engine,  not  of  «^fri/u43iand  tecU^attieni 
oidy,  but  of  tt*tBtpontJ  power,  it  acts  at  once  upon  M  the 
comforts  of  domestic  und  social  life  iu  thiii  world,  and  upon 
all  the  hopes  and  expeet-itiun^  of  hiip|unefi$  In  thai  whidi  U 
to  cotiK.  With  what  liarshneKK  and  rigour,  and  with  what 
dartDg  dciiunc«  of  the  eitabli^licd  Iaw  of  ihc  land,  this  moat 
operative  power  of  interdiction  has  been  recently  appfied, 
not  only  to  a  few  indif^iduaU  only,  but  to  Idtge  multitudes  of 
people,  a  noble  and  learned  lord  dctaiktl  to  us  on  n  former 
evemng*    ^ 

"These  are  a  few,  and  but  a  fi^w,  of  the  practical  civU 
inennv«Tiienoes  which  might  be  imhuicird,  as  derived  to  the 
State  and  itn  lubjects  IVoqi  the  authority  of  the  Soo  of  Home, 
apiritual  and  eecletfia»lical,  aa  it  U  exercised  over  the  sons  of 
the  Church  ;  pcxKludng  ah  it  doo,  a  disiracUd  aif^gianctr  {i 
tliv  «iinie  peim^Ti,  acknuw'lcdging  and  living  under  the  tem- 
pornl  |»ower  of  one  w>vCTeign,  atkd  bound  in  fnitli  antl  moraUj 
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thy  the  authority  of  anoclier,  ctainibg  to  be  his  apiritiia) 
guide  and  goverDor,  his  ecclesiutticiil  sorcrolgn,  aikI  in  offedf 
jn  atl  mattcrft  of  supreme  conscientious  concernment,  God's 
viccfferent  aitd  rcprcscnlnlivc  on  earth."* 

LoRt>  Bolton,  Chief  .Secretary  for  IrpUiwI,  dedared, — 

IfKapncitiea  are  not  unknown  to  Prot^stnnU,  and  cannot 

vrhollf  vitlidmwn  from  Roman  CatboUcd  without  surrcn- 

^der  of  even  equality,     If  vrc,  for  u  moment,  ii|>pri?cuiU-  iho 

^Beal  ca§e  u  It  h,  and  nx  it  \s  preceitdcrd  it  ought  to  bc>  vrc 

^n!iaU  find  that  no  penalties  or  resirictioRS  remain  whidi  can 

"  be  felt  l>y  the  great  mass  of  the  Komnn  Ca:holte  people,  and 

that  not  the  grant  of  all  nhich  »  required  vouhl  adJ  »  grain 

to  their  wania  or  w[fihc»;   and  in  res]>ect  of  the  few  who 

miRht  he  objects  of  supposed  benefit  by  the  further  induU 

Kencen.  tlity  are  excluded  only  frotn  certain  situatlofi^  by 

Tt^^fsnry  regard  for  our  conMitutiouAl  e^tHhlif-hini^n?,  and 

from  which  In  fact,  they  exciitde  tkems^ers  \vy  refiual  to 

aspire  to  them  npcn  equal  conditiooa  with  their  Protestant 

fcUow-nubjecls."     lie  concluded  thus— "  '  will  not  shut  out 

tbc  wish  or  the  hope  for  alteration  of  chcuinstaiice>;  but 

vkh  our  limited  power  of  searching  into  future  ehanco  and 

change,  we  ean^  I  think,  retain  this  poi^ible  expectation,  aa 

the  otily  prevention  to  a  positive  declaration,  thai  here,  eren 

^(lero,  must  b£  all  and  the  und  of  all.     Wc  arc  obliged 

oonsdeoce,  honour^  and  duty  to  ourselves,  and  to  our 

l^onstitution  In  Church  and  Stale,  to  throw  our  shield  of  self- 

ervalion  before  u«,  and  on  it  to  exhibit  the  warning  voice 

\>(*  nept»JiKltra:'^ 

Mb*  Pehcival  declared,—"  I  ahall  content  myeetf  with 

ving  that  the  motion  (reitp^cting  tltc  Roman   Catholic 

lims)  i»  rcp<fgi*ani  tv  a  soicmn  9tipnhiti(m  bcltcrcn  Irelanti 

Great  Britain,  and  ia  doing  that,  I  shall  fumishr  I  tm^t, 


gh's  itfMWfh  in  lilt?  Houm:  of  Lurds,  May  13ih,  1805- 
lio&V  fpceth  b  llir  ilouiC  ot  LorJjtr  ^I^X  ^^^  ^^^^- 
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suflicient  mitter  for  its  rejecdon.  The  stipuliition  to  which 
I  allude,  is  that  conUiin^d  in  the  Glih  article  of  the  Act  of 
Union,  which  expressly  mcntloni,  thftt  the  Protestant  Churdi 
is  to  bo  the  EstabliahGd  Church  of  the  State.  Wc  should 
consider  what  u'ouM  be  the  alienating  o|>e  rati  on  oftfac  repeal 
of  the  fifth  arCiole  of  Umon,  upon  th<»  Protestant  population 
of  Irchuidi  1  fear  the  effect  of  it  would  be  to  destroy  that 
traiu^ulllity  which  gentlemen  accm  so  anxious  to  inuntAJn. 
Even  that  morality  and  coudcieiitious  re|[ard  for  thdr  oathe. 
which  is  s^d  to  he  so  strongly  iJiculcated  by  the  tenets  of 
the  Roman  Cnttiolie  religion,  should  convince  honourable 
iDcmbcri,  that  in  a  regular,  orderly  way,  they  wouid  admit 
oo  opportiuiittes  of  procuring  for  their  religion  all  possibfe 
advantages.  Have  they  not  their  bivboimci,  their  deaneri^ 
and  all  the  gradations  which  arc  to  he  found  in  the  EsCi 
bli«hcd  Church  ?  And  knowing  this,  who  can  say  that  the 
have  rclinquislied  aII  hopes  of  ctyoying  the  emolumenti 
appertaining  to  those  dignities?  One  of  their  tenets  iv,  and 
of  which  any  member  who  gous  into  a  hookficUcr  «  jihop  may 
conrijicc  himself,  thiLt  they  arc  bound  tt?  patf  tithes  oaiff  > 
tiair  Uii^tti  pastors- 

"  The  immunities,"  concluded  this  right  honourable  and 
rjruly  iciiloiis  I^roCestant,  "  which  have  been  already  granted 
the  Roman  dthohcs,  1  think,  «rc  suflicient;  and  there  is 
one  of  them,  I  mean  the  elective  franchise,  which,  had  I 
been  a  member  of  the  Ic^^lature,  I  should  have  felt  an  inch* 
nation  to  oppose,  and  also  tlie  Roman  Catholic  college 
(hlAynooth).  "V^liat  privilege  is  there  which  the  Roman 
Catholics  do  not  enjoy,  with  the  exeeptbn  of  Kitting  in  Par- 
liament, and  the  capacity  of  betiig  appointed  to  a  few  great 
ofBce:),  in  ai  full  and  complete  a  manner  as  tho»c  who  profcsa 
tlic  E»tdibU:(hcd  religion?  They  have  nothing  to  desire  ou 
the  score  of  tdenitton,  (hat  ihcy  find  every  other  Dissenter 
from  the  Establiahed  Church  do  not  cnjov  ah  fully  as  ihey 
can  wish.    Anxi^ui  at  I  un  to  coociliaU^  so  impoit^t 
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member  of  the  empire,  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  approve  of 

this  measure.     If  tlie  dtmnrKlfl  of  die  T>ctiiroiicr9  vcre  con- 

^■^Icfl  to  their  numbers,  and  their  cafljority,  no  po&sibility 

^Bould  n^tniun  orrvCuiitn^  to  comply  villi  any  future  demaiuh 

^Btu^  vD-iy  ibink  prupitr  to  midco^     What  tbHr  iiunib<*rH  xnd 

mAJority  Rhftll  baro  onc^  oU^tnodi  vnl)  only  tond  to  ttinuUic 

them  to  fresh  demands,  until  nothing  rcnutina  for  tbem  to 

n»|uirt?, 3iul  tiicy  bt^coiuo  not  merely  a  prevailing  pjirty  in  ijic 

Sutc,  b«t  c^cftisirt!^!/  (he  Slate  itt^tf"* 

Besides  those  condtitutional    aulhorilif!S,   the    immortal 
Loud  Somcr-s  <leclnre<l  that,—*'  If  the  common  people  of 
£nglftnd  once  lose  x\^  cr^  agairut  Popertf,  it  will  be  the 
»lv«t  inattcr  in  the  n-orld  to  take  away  their  libcrtr/'  Loud 
Shesterfield  stated  ihat,  "  the  speculative  errors  of  Papbis 
t<ould  only  de!ierve  pity,  if  their  p^niciofis  ir^Nenr^  npttn 
pciffy  did    not  require  aud   authoriE^    rt^filraint  *      Lord 
LAiti  licW,  "  canonteal  obedience  io  tlie  Pope  to  bo  incoi^ 
KCent  with  the  duties  of  civil  allegiance  to  a  Protestant 
fttc-**    And  LoRDllAKiiu'tcKK  titatt^d/'  It  welldeser^Tn  the 
10US  attention  of  the  vsUo\c  nation,  of  irhat  important  con- 
se^icitce  it  lA,  to  preserve  not  only  tlie  name  and  outward 
Ibrm  of  Proie-sUnti*m  among  ii?,  but  the  real  uniform l)clief 
practice  of  it-     Imliflcrcntc  to  all  religion  prepares  man 
r  citenul  profession  of  any,  and  wbal  may  that  noi  lead  to?" 
jdire  me  leave,"  abided  he,  speaking  in  the  presence  of  the 
OT^a  and  Commons,  "  to  aflinn  before  this  great  ai:sembly, 
t,  even  nbitrLiCti]d  from  religions  con^ideratioiis,  tb«  Pro- 
fltctot  religion  ought  to  be  bcM  in  the  highest  reverence,  as 
heuire^t  barrier  of  our  civil  Constitution.     Kcclcsia^itical 
arpaiion  seldom  faiU  to  ctid  In  civil  tyranny.     The  prcM-nt 
iappy  settlement  of  the  Crown  is,  in  truth,  and  not  in  name 
the  i'roterfant  succesaion— and  the  inviolable  preser- 
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ioflfcift«iie  wd  famiameaid  faw  Bade  siooo  tbe  Re- 

wberebj  cmy  Pkpbt  b  abtohndy  exduded  Erom 

i^CravB.  «3  be  a  «oU  secority  to  OQT  postfr- 

ntfm^mt  aSk  wbo  ttull  ««iali  tat  tbe  dotnctkni  of  our 


BcdcuTOSis  obecrreJ.  "as  to  P«piaCa,  wbu  bu  been  Mid 
•r  the  ProtnUnC  DbscnCcrv,  vonld  boU  nfuaBf  sUopg 
ft  fencnl  t^Uer^icm  of  tbcm;  provided  cbdr  »qttrsiwa 
Ibiiodcd  ooljr  apaa  diA!reiice  of  optmos  ia  rdipoa ; 
th^f  principles  did  not  a1m>  tend  to  a  subrerskui  of  the  civil 
gOfcnaieat-  If  cocechej  could  be  brougbi  toreoouncc  the 
w^rtvMCy  of  the  Pope^  tbey  mi^ht  qtnetly  enjoy  tfaetr  seven 
sacraittcnts  their  pB^ritorj  ukI  auricuUr  confcsvoBS,  ihdr 
worship  of  relioi  uwl  iiaftges,  nay,  ercii  tJieir  traptobit«iti»- 
tion.  But  whilfT  ihf-j  Acknowledge  A^or^i^poiMrr  tttptrrtor 
to  ibo  sovcrff)^  of  tho  Lmgdom,  thev  cjumoc  cooipUin  if  tbo 
Uws  of  tJiAt  kingdom  wUl  not  trfAt  liKm  upon  the  foi>tt 
good  Eobjects.** 

Locke  held,  *'  Tbe^-  have  no  ri^hl  to  be  tolerated 
toa^iirtraie  that  will  not  own  and  teach  the  thtti/  ^ioteraiiti^ 
all  DKO  in  loauers  of  religion.  For  wbat  do  ail  these  and 
the  lata  doctrioea  lignjfyp  but  that  they  may  and  are  n^odj 
upon  anjr  occaako  to  seise  the  ^ovemmi-nt,  and  posaeas 
tbcmsalrea  of  tbe  eat^itei  and  fortunes  of  tlicir  fellow-subjeda: 
and  that  they  only.aKk  leave  to  be  toleraU^L  hy  the  magb* 
iraie  to  long,  until  Ihey  find  ibcn»olT««  aCrong  enough  to 
elTectir.  Again:  that  cTiurch  can  have  no  rigbt  to  be  tolerated 
by  the  magiEtrjitf^,  which  U  so  constituted  upon  mcIi  a  boL- 
touir  that  alJ  thoae  who  ^ntert  do  thereby  ijaofado  deliver 
ilivQtsetvea  up  to  thtf  protcciiun  of  another  prince.  For  by 
ihU  nwam  tbe  magts^aU-  would  give  *aj  to  the  tittfing  of  a 
foreign  juTUtiiciioH  in  hit  oict*  coHtUr^,  and  suflcr  hie  own 
people,  to  be  lifted,  as  it  were,  for  sddicra  againit  his  ovu 
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grrTeninieiit.  Nor  does  thefrtvolous  and  falladous  diitincdon 
between  the  Court  and  (lie  Church  rtflbrd  any  n^medy  to  tfab 
incoDvenienoc ;  especially  wlicn  both  the  one  and  tbc  other 
ore  Cfjually  mibje^t  to  the  Ahfiohite  authonty  of  the  ^atiic 
per^oti ;  who  has  not  only  po««r  to  iH^ntuidc  l!w  metnberfl  of 
the  CbuTch  to  what^tocrcr  he  llstn,  either  ah  purely  religious, 
or  09  in  order  thereunto,  hut  can  aUo  enjoin  it  them  on  fwn 
of  eternal  fire/"* 

Seldes  olwervod,— "  Tlic  Papists  must  (tcVnowledge  live 
Poi*c;  tiicymust  haTo  some  supreme  prince,  and  uomt  ho- 
iRag£  to  do  to  hinif  even  in  this  world ;  and  for  this  rcofon  it 
is  (hat  tbey  cannot  enjoy  tlic  Mame  privileges  vrhicb  are 
vested  ill  ttie  other  suhjcctfi  of  this  rcalm-^ 

And  HoADLtY  declared,—"  The  wonder  i«  not  tliat  t]»c 
profe&sed  inctnbers  of  the  Churcli  of  Rome  unite  their 
hearts  and  hands  and  leave  no  method,  whether  of  deceit 
or  Wolenee,  imfttteropted,  for  tlie  seTviee  of  that  eauice,  whieh^ 
in  all  their  lovest  fortune,  they  ncfcr  sutler  to  be  removed 
out  of  their  sight^  that  they  put  on  ail  [he  forms  of  com- 
pUbanoe  and  dli^imuliytion,  of  civility  and  good  huniour, 
even  to  bcrctie^t  themselves  to  inveigle  tlicm  into  their  own 
ruin;  that  they  flutter,  nod  promise,  and  swear  every  thing 
that  t?:  <iood  ai>d  kind  to  their  feltow-lat>ourers;  artA  at  iht 
some  time  enter  into  all  the  rcsofutions  of  destruction  and 
desolation,  iv^cneter  tUc  opportunittf  of  power  Aait  come* 
Tliis  IS  DothEng  but  vhat  ik  vortliy  of  tliemicelvcs,  and  of  that 
church,  to  the  ufnvery  of  which  they  have  dovoteil  them* 
««b'C8.  It  ia  tin  more  thin  vrh>t  chcy  fairly  and  publicly  pro- 
few,  if  l*roicvtanU  tcUi  hut  open  t/icir  eye*  and  sec  »/.  It  ia 
Uieir  rtdigioii  aud  their  I'utimrience  ;  iL  i»  inculeatetl  upon 
UiciDt  as  the  great  comlition  of  thdr  acceptance  with  God; 
tfaat  no  good'Uature  of  their  own,  no  obligations  from  otber», 
DO  ties  of  oitlH  and  solemn  assurances,  no  regard  to  truth, 

*  Wor(t>  of  Locke,  voL  iv,  p<  44— ed.  t8lt. 
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justice,  or  hoEiotir,  ATc  to  rcstmn  them  from  any  tlungr  kt 
it  be  of  what  sort  soever,  that  i^  for  the  security  or  temporal 
advancement  of  their  Church."^ 


Such  are  the  memorable  declarations  of  our  illus- 
trious Protestant  ancestors.  They  are  fearless, 
honourable,  camlid,  and  just.  They  cuianate  from 
tho5o  untinctiired  by  sordid  affections, — uninflu- 
enced by  ignoble  or  disingenuous  motives.  Pusil- 
lanimity of  character  never  swayed  their  magnaoi- 
mous  minds.  Who  duntt  question  their  sincere  at 
tachment  to  our  glorious  Constitution,  or  their  de- 
voted adherence  to  the  maxims  of  civil  and  reli^oua 
liberty? 

When  such  opinions  have  been  publicly  avowed 
by  individuals  of  no  minor  importance— but,  of 
superior  station,  and  transcendent  abilities,  do  they 
not  dcaurvt:  thu  earnest  attention  of  every  zealous 
and  undoubted  Protestant?  Some  of  those  illns* 
tiious  ^tatetmen  laid  the  foundation  of  oar  Protes* 
tant  Constitution — while  others  raised  that  super- 
structure 'which  has  long  excited  the  envy  of  sur* 
rounding  nations,  and  the  admiration  of  the  world. 
Their  talents  were  devoted  to  the  interests  of  their 
fellow-countrymen — their  lives  pre^nt  an  unche- 
qucrcd  symbol  of  Z4:al  and  animation  in  the  mainte 
oance  of  rational  freedom,  and  of  social  order- 
**.  JJamhics  ad  Deoi  tut/Id  tr  propim  acvaiutitt  yw^. 
salutem  homnlbm damh" 


I 


*  HoftiU^y's  Sem^ni,  \t.  p.  23. 
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But,  tbe  opinions  liere  detailed  are  merely  tntut-- 
scribcd  from  those  who  opposed  (he  coiiccssiou  of 
CTcry  species  of  political  power  to  Ihc  Itoman  Ca- 
tboIk:s,  Numerous  others  may  be  adduced  from 
even  their  quondam  advocates,  which  are  decidedly 
hostile  to  ■*  total,  unqualified,  and  unconditional 
conce&sionB."  These  arc  uoucccasary  to  be  quoted. 
For,  will  not  Protestants  of  the  present  age,  adopt- 
ing the  ma?cims,  aud  pursuiu^j;  a  course  coincident 
with  their  illugtriotis  aaccstors,  rally  beneath  the 
banners  of  Church  aad  State?  Will  they  not  de- 
fend froni  tbeHS^t^uItsof  de»]gniug  Jesuitical  friemts* 
and  publicly  avowed  enemiefl,  that  CotiHtitution  es- 
tablished on  the  basis  of  enlightened  toleraUon,  and 
of  rational  liberty?  Public  opinion  has  recently  ex- 
hibited the  dauntless  manifestation  of  a  spirit  among 
the  wisest*  the  noblest,  and  the  most  esteemed  to 
uphold  our  rights  and  privitcgcfi,  or  to  perish  in  the 
wreck  of  our  laws,  and  liberties,  and  religion. 


'Vni. — ^That  a  preponderating  majority  op 
BftiTisn  AND  TRrsn  Perrs,  ^vith  a  uajoritt  op 
fi&trtflit  Representatives,  iikixo  opposed  to  this 
Hi&NA^fED   "   Emancipation"  —  it    is    a    mhasurb 

WHICH,     EKING     repugnant    TO    THE     FUNDAMENTAL 

AXIOMS  ^v  THE  BaiTisn  Constitution,   and   dis- 
cordant WITH  TUE  ISCUNATION8  Or  TUB  PKQPI.E,  IS 
THKKKFUKB   UNSUITABLE,    INEXPEDIENT,    AND    UNStt- 
ICKSSARY  FOR  THIS  PROTESTANT  NATION, 

If  receiit occurrences  m  this  kingdom— the  petitions 
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preseuted  to  the  legislature  against  RoinaQCatboUa 
pretensions — the  majority  of  British  representatives  J 
^rho  rejected  tbase  claiiuti  in  one  of  the  most  nuJ 
merous  assemblies  ever  remembered  within  tho 
House  of  Commons — the  patriotic  spirit  which  aui* 
males  the  constitutional  Nobility  of  ihc  realm — be- 
sides the  enthusiasm  which  pervades  Uic  people 
against  the  re-establishment  of  Popery — if  thesfl 
circumstances  be  contemplated,  must  it  out  be  ma- 
nifest to  the  most  sceptical,  that  a  preponderating 
majority  of  all  ranks  and  classes*  is  delermiaed  to 
maintain  the  laws,  the  liberties,  and  religion  of  this 
empire.  The  delusion  which  possessed  some  indi< 
\idual9  is  fortunately  dispelled — the  charm  is  broken, 
and  those  who  remember  the  causes  and  baneful 
consequences  of  the  late  spiritual  domination  in  Ire- 
land, have  dauntlessly  re-^olved  to  oppo^  any  fur* 
thcr  encroachments  under  the  Jesuitical  and  specious 
designation  of  Roman  Catholic  "  emaDcipation," 

Kever  was  there  a  period,  since  the  reign  of 
Jamefi  H-,  so  critical  as  the  present — when  Protes- 
tant principles  must  be  manfully  advocated,  and 
sedulously  disseminated  in  every  district.  Whe- 
ther ihc  establishmenLs  founded  by  the  wisdom  of 
our  ancestors,  and  under  which  the  greatest  bless- 
ings have  accrued  to  these  realms,  be  upheld,  or 
the  Papal  institutious,  which  il  was  the  peculiar 
object  of  the  Reformation  and  Kevolution  to  exclude, 
be  re-admitted,  is  the  (lucstiun  iJiat  interests  every 
individual,  and  must  soon  be  dolcrmiued.  It  can- 
not be  any  touger  deferred.      Our  opponents  arc 
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daily  UDdermJDiDg  tbe  barriers  of  Protestantism, 
wliHetbciradvocateshavcsucceeded  the  most  zealous 
supporters  of  the  ConHtilutioD*  ia  the  bitlicrto  Pro* 
t«8taDt  government  of  Britain.  Those  advocates  of 
Roinau  Cattiolic  preteusJons,  at  predeut,  guide  the 
public  affairs^  of  State,  and  the  decision  of  l^rha- 
mcnt  on  this  most  important  topic  may  be  shortly 
inBucnced,  under  the  Prcmiershipof  an  individual — 
^B  **      —  Nil  Alii  tuiqiijun 

"     The  receal  change  of  Administration,  baring  ex- 
cited an  intense  interest  in  the  public  mind,  it  cannot 
Bbe  deemed  inopportune  to  make  a  few  observRtian» 
H  rcspcciing  the  noble-minded  aud  illufttiious  pcrsoQ- 
"  ages  who  eacrificcd  office,  emolument,  and  |H>wer. 
b  M^hat  prompted  this  vivifying  act  of  patriotism  ?  Was 
^it  any  ignoble,  or  puaitlanimou^i^  or  sordid  motive? 
Was  it  conducivo  to  their  immediate  prospects,  or 
beneficial  to  tbeir  pecuniary  concerns  T    Tbey  were 
inSuenced  by  no  selfish  interests, — tbe  auri  sacra 
fiancH  never   hiaft^ed  tlH!ir  ma^ianimous  decision. 
They  were  actuated  isolely  by  public  principle, — by 
political  cuusisteucyp — by  an  ardeut  desire  toaccortl 
inviolably  with  the  injunctions  of  that  sacred  oath, 
by  wliicb  ihey  solemnly  swore  to  resist  tbe  e^ta- 
blisbment  of  a   fnretf^    ecclesioKtical  jurisdiction 
within  the  kingdom, — ^bcsidcs  their  rc«M>lvc  to  dis- 
countenance a  theoretic  system  totally  irreconcilable 
with  the  ancient  policy  of  these  realms! 

The  distinguished  Protestant  patriots,  because, 
ibiBooth,  they  resiyiicd  about  the  same  period,  were 
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shamelessly  accused  of  cabal  and  inlrigue.  A  mord 
calumnious  impulation  never  emanated  from  the  de^ 
signiDg  matigncrs !  If  the  noblo  individuals  actually 
associated  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  Consti- 
tution unimpaired,  would  not  the  indescribable  im- 
portance of  the  measure,  be  a  sufficient  justi^cation 
of  the  event?  But,  the  high-minded  individuals,^ 
instead  of  congregating^  determined  separatelyt-^^H 
each  on  his  own  responsibility.  They  have  pro-  ' 
claimed  it  in  the  Senate — their  declarations  have 
been  diffused  in  every  district — they  are  universally 
acquitted  of  dishonourable,  or  ungracious,  or  factious 
deportment.  The  coincidence  of  their  resignations 
may  be  satisfectorily  explained  by  the  (act — iftat 
Mr,  Cammsg's  Uiter  to  each  wm  /nmuUimtout.  And, 
this  gentlemaD,  instead  of  stating  so  material  a  cir- 
cumstance^iu stead  of  declaring  the  real  gituation 
of  the  case,  cunningly  attempted  (but  fortunately 
failed;  to  debase  those  noble,  and  illustrious,  and 
difiinterested   Protestant  patriots,     Nm<piam   tttta 

Without  (brthCT  observations  on  these  circum- 
stances— without  remarking  on  such  disreputable 
conduct — and  without  detailing  numorou^i  incidents 
connected  therewith,  the  following  justiBcation  is 
subjoined  from  two  of  the  right  honourable  and  illu 
trious  patriots.  Besides  rindicatang  themselves  and 
their  colleagues  from  the  unfounded  aspersions  at 
tempted  to  be  affixed  upon  their  character,  ihey  also' 
proclaim  similar  Protestant  sentiments,  and  exhibit 
an  equally  unconiprumising  determination  to  uphold 
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OUT  glorious  CotiF^titution  tmp,  when  cut  of  office^  as 
when  they  guided  our  national  councils.  Thift  poH- 
tical  conflifitoncy  should  endear  Ihose  personages  to 
every  admirerof  candour,  aud  ever)' frieod  of  truth— 
this  constitutional  deportment  should  render  their 
sentiments  hallowed  by  every  rational  dispassionate 
individuaL 

The  Earl  op  Eldon  docUred> — "  After  having  hten,  in 
cctninon  witli  all  tht  othor  noble  lords  who  thought  proper  to 
resign  uflicc,  >^  uunicrcinjUy  aUttck<?d,  1  coiicx^ivc  it  to  be  my 
duty,  ADd  1  hope  1  may  be  pcmiicteU — I  who  hare  been  so 
long  connecled  with  thin  House,  snd  so  long  an  advocate  of 
principles  dirccUy  conirary  to  Ihose  unpardoiiable  atid  un- 
coitftJtuijDnal  prindplcs  with  which  1  have  b«i>n  cluirgcd;  I 
sayi  I  trust,  my  lords,  that  I  may  be  allowed— to  take  this^ 
tho  cartkft  moment  allowed  lue  aince  I  tint  heard  ihotFe 
charges,  nf  rii^jng  in  my  plac<<  and  ultcnng  my  solemn  docU* 
ration,  diat  ihey  are  meet  b^i^i?  and  inlnmoiis  caluiniiieBt  ai 
fiir  a«  tkcy  have  been  applied  to  my^eir,  and,  1  firmly  behove^ 
M  f AT  u  any  budy  baa  djured  to  Apply  ibcm  to  tbc  nobl« 
persona  who  resigned  ofUcc  at  the  taiur  tirnt;.     That  I,  my 

ird^f  should  be  supposed  gtiiUy, — I,  who  have  unifonnJy 
fiupX^^^  Auch  principles  as  i  have,  at  all  timesj  and  through 
good  report  an  J  evil  report— that  i  s^houhl  be  aceu^etl  or  at- 
tempting to  dicUtte  to  niy  Sovorvigfi  in  tlic  fonnation  of  a 
government  for  the  councr>',  i»a  thing  that  t  never  can  lieac 
stated  witliout  tcllin;pr  the  individual  who  may  dare  to  utter 
it,  that  it  is  a  ba«G  and  scanJalouH  futMohood.  (Loud  cheer- 
ing.) On  the  other  hand,  howovor,  after  h.iving  Jong  mid 
ibatlifuUy  served  my  gractoufiSovereign,aiidftAerh;Lvlugj;erv6d 
Ilia  fibthcTj  I  have  a  right  to  lUalc  in  tliu  place,  and  to  state 
tto  htui,  Uiat  1  i>gvcT  will  duiguisc  my  Jtcniimcnt?  upon  any 
x  that  may  be  subcoitted  to  my  consideration.    My 
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opinion  has  always  been,  and  is  still,  tbat  if  tbe  Roman  Co^ 
tfiolic  claims  wcro  granted,  there  would  be  an  end  to  the  re- 
ligious Ubertiea  of  the  country— and  when  the  reli^oui 
liberties  ot  a  cmmtry  ntv  m\&f  j^<tfte,  the  civil  tihertir^  soon 
follow-  And  tliifi  opinion  I  will  support  lill  iny  dying  day, 
aim)  in  irhfttevcr  station  I  may  be  placed. 

"  With  Te»[)tx:t  to  the  accusation  of  conspiracy  whkb  hns 
been  brought  ajjain^st  iiie,  I  solemnly  dccUrc,  before  my 
God,  that  it  is  pcrfcctly  unfouiidt^d.  The  coiumunlcaiJona  of 
my  iM>ble  friends  wprc  sent  without  concert  upon  my  part. 
Of  some  of  them,  in  iaett  I  ki>cw  nothing,  until  t  read  them 
in  the  ncw&paperfi.  I  feel  stronglv,  my  lords,  that  there  ^^m 
no  censure  too  har^h  for  the  man  wlio  wotild  pre^uine  todio^^f 
tfltc  to  his  Majesty  in  the  exercise  of  his  most  just  and  cortad- 
tiitionnl  right  ofchoosing  his  own  minister;  hut  I  also  feel,  that 
no  censure  can  bo  loo  hanth  for  bim  *vho,  when  bis  Kovereign 
dor»  eonde:?cfind  to  honour  hira  hy  nuking  hic  advice,  hesitates 
to^Tcihatadvice  honestly,  openly,  and  at  once;  and,  in  acting 
Ibus,  a  man  could  n^t,  by  possibility,  violate  any  const itutiooal 
prmciple.  I  have  been  bng^  my  lords,— perhaps  loo  long— 
a  public  sen  ant;  but  I  trust  ibati  if  you  gixc  mc  any  credit 
for  sincerity,  you  will  believe  me  vhen  I  say,  Chat  notbmg 
ever  studl  prevent  mc  from  u*ing  my  utnio^  efforts  to  sup- 
port tlie  (institution  in  the  same  state  in  which  It  was 
Miifved  to  us  bif  our  ancestors  at  the  Reroitithn,  By  such 
conduct  alone,  my  lords,  can  we  hope  to  prewrre  our  re* 
ligious  and  our  civil  litj^rti^fr,  which  inu^it  afwityft  co- 
4>3USi, — by  retaining  tlie  C dii v tit u lion  tn  that  form  which  w» 
appr<»rcti  <?f  by  yotrr  attcestcTf,  my  lordly  in  the  Ad  tifScitfc- 
tneat.  My  whtile  life  haa  been  devoted,  and  it  sUrtll  to  my 
dying  hour  be  devoted,  to  oppose  the  intnxluction  of  altera- 
tions wliieh  must  produce  ecclesiastical  tyranny,  which  would 
KWD,  in  its  cum,  produce  civil  tyranny.  I  contend,  my  lords, 
that  unleaa  tlie  Cont»titalion  \tt^  pri-Ncrve<l  uninjured,  ajtd  ir^ 
we  can   have  f>uLhtii}{  but  ccclesiastica 
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tyranny  to  cipect.  The  events  of  the  last  four  ywrs  prorc 
cliie  to  detDomtration ;  they  must  protc  \i  to  the  perfect  satis' 
fACtion  of  all  who  will  only  afford  them  proper  confiideralion. 
P€ibiii»,  my  lords,  tho  KcntinH-nt»  wliich  itiflucncc  roc  may 
be  erroneous:  they  have,  however,  always  hecn  honestlyi 
sincerely,  and  zcaIoudytnailltailM^(]E  and  your  lordships  will 
acknowledge  thai  ray  own  idea*  must  be  llie  director*  of  roy 
fowu  conduct.*"" 

Bv-Aiid  Ala.  Pecl  ob«erTcd: — "From  the  firat  moment  of 

Bzny  public  Ufe,  I  bavv  lakcn  an  active  and  decided  pari,  oit  a 

'great  and  public  question— that  of  che  extonaon  of  policica] 

privilegcaf  to  the  Itonun  Catholics*    For  a  epace  of  eighteen 

ycam  I  have;  pursued  one  undevi&ting  course  of  conducfa 

during  the  whole  of  that  time  ofTerbg  an  uncoinpromi^g, 

•  but  a  leEuperaEe  and  Huir,  and,  m  I  believe,  i  conuitutioiud 
rcsistuice  to  the  making  of  any  furtlier  conceptions  to  the 
Roman  Catholics.  During  fourteen  out  of  those  eighteen 
years,  I  have  held  office  ;  and  during;  eleven  of  thofc  years  I 
have  hcoiiclosely  councctcd  with  that  couutrymontintcrcjited 
in  tlic  ^Gci^^ion  of  tHo»c  daixnSi  The  opiniom  which  1  held 
^duritigthaiUaicl&tllUctain;  andlth«ught,fromhavijigalwaya 
avowed  those  opimoits,  but,  above  nil,  from  having,  vrhili-  tn 
i  oftice.  Ukcn  an  active,  and  I  may,  perhaps,  say,  important 
I  part  against  the  clatms  of  the  Roman  CatliolicM,  that  1  could 
not  remain  in  office  after  events  had  rendered  it  probable 
that  I  «h<Httd  be  the  single  minister  of  the  Crown  who  was 
likely  to  continue  opposed  to  than.  1  say.  Sir,  under  these 
circumstances,  I  did  net  feci  that  it  would  be  consistent 
with  die  earner  I  bad  hitherto  pursued,  and  with  the  main- 
t<TDniicv  of  my  owu  cJiaractor  as  s  public  man,  to  actiuiesce  ia 
arraDgcvtrnt*  wliioh  trould  benefit  in>self  by  enabling  mo  to 
officCf  whicl),  however,  I  could  not  do  without  acting  in 
calculated  materially  to  promote  the  ;tucccbfifu[  tcr- 
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mmAdon  of  a  question  to  whktu  under  other  clrcumstane 
and  in  other  aspects  of  poLuical  aSatrSi  I  had  oHercd  the 
most  decided  rcsUtancc.  Undt-r  ihcH^  circumstances,  and 
with  veepect  to  the  ntturo  of  tJic  opposition  which  1  bjid 
alwAyA  oflered  to  the  proposed  <:oncessions  to  the  Roman 
Catholics,  1  felt  fDyf^tilf' bound  to  act  as  I  have  doiic. 

"Sir,  tli4*  nflttire  of  that  opjioKition  tvnA  imch  us  to  allow  of 
no  iniddle  counei  it  wa^  founded  upon  the  belief  wliich  1 
hAve  o\vfuy9  aiiworely  eutcrtainod,  that  the  removal  of  tfaooe 
bartii^rv,  which  the  law  opposed  (o  (be  altaiDnwut  of  political 
power  by  the  tionuiu  CjitlioIic!t>  van  incoiuiifttnt  with  ike 
tMoiMtmancc  of  the  Conjiifuihfit  and  with  the  wt^orc  ojn 
sajetf/  of  the  Chnrch.  These  being  cbe  grounds  on  which 
have  always  »poken  And  acted,  1  say,  Sir,  that  I  am  no«r  ia 
the  judgment  of  the  Hcuse  and  of  tlic  country,  whether  1 
had  not  sufKcient  reason  to  decline  acquiescing  in  arranjcce* 
mecits  which  were  calculated  most  decidedly  to  promote  that 
object  to  which  I  had  always  been  opposed. 

"  The  circuDiittancon  1c»  wlilch  I  have  referred,  1  eonsade 
aeriooiJy;  and  having  done  ^o,  I  inadcopmymindto  retire  fW)m 
oflke,  if  my  Ri^ht  llonourftble  Fiieud,  whoAC  optuioua  oi 
liiis  siiVijeot  were  ho  decidedly  oppo»(>d  to  my  own,  should 
placed  at  tlie  becid  of  the  Admiiiblratton^  wliere  be  eouU 
wItJi  more  effect  than  ever  support  tbp«c  opinions.  If  my 
own  had  been  doubtful,  my  duty  might  rH>t  hare  required 
my  resEgmtion  \  but  they  were  not,  and  my  ngid  aenie  of 
public  duly  haa  determined  my  course. 

'^  If  even  (be  Administration  could  have  remained  in  tl: 
Kkmft  iiAtii  %%  tx^tore — if  it  could  hare  contutued  exactly 
poulral  upon  thia  ffttiyAtion^  I  might  have  continued  in  oflice ; 
but  wImm)  1  £aw  that  exact  r^cutrality  cotdd  not  be  exp<^tcd — 
when  I  found  thai  the  Duke  of  York  woa  no  DX>re,  and  that 
the  Toice  of  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  had  become  ailcnt,  I 
thought  I  had  a  ri^ht  to  act,  and,  indeed,  that  I  ought  to  act 
Upon  the  conviction  of  my  own  mind^  and  not  subject  myself 


^ 


^ 


i 


KIOUT  BON.   ROOERT  FEEL. 


xcv 


to  AUd|>iicicaa  by  Mseiiuiig  to  hare  been  convcrtcil  to  oppofita 
opmioii^,  crtpccJally  when  tlic  period  of  that  ap|>iLTcntconTcr-* 
auiii  would  have  coocurrud  prccUuly  with  that  of  ibe  change 
of  adnmtistniiion,  I  [bcrclbre  determined  to  sicriAce  oHioCf 
rather  than  ab^ndoa  that  course  wliich  1  haJ  previously 
pursued  for  ^o  long  n  time,  :itid  uhicli  I  lud  continued  yiUiU: 
in  possession  of  the  otEcc  which  1  lately  held. 

"  The  course  t  pursued  was  thU;  I  felt  my  own  aitualioo 
to  bu  one  of  difliculr>»  and  1  wished  to  in6uejice  the  opioioa 
and  conduct  of  no  ican.  The  firsi  jwraon  to  whom  LeojD* 
tnunicated  my  opinion^  that  1  tthould  not  bo  able  to  concur 
iip  the  new  arrangement,  was  my  Right  IlonouriLUc  Fricndi 
ihcD  Sccrct4ki>  for  Foreign  A0(Ui4«  1  okeuUoiKd  my  iuUsm^ 
Lkon  to  lelii'e  to  luui,  4nd  to  no  oilier,  imd  I  ijiew  uot  the  in- 
tcutivu  of  Any  otiicr  tniui—  L  acteit  on  the  acuiaq  of  my  own 
stttution.  The  moiucnt  the  subject  wap  mentioDcd  te  tnc,,! 
chcwghc  ttiaC  it  did  not  become  pie  to  ftct  with  any  reserve, 
luiring  nude  up  my  mind  not  to  require  that  my  omwer 
should  he  poi»lpoue4lf  until  tlic  questioD  had  been  formally 
anil  oiEciully  puL  This,  I  am  siuc,  aiy  (tight  Honourable 
Friend  will  do  me  thr  jiiKtice  to  julinit.  The  2dtli  of  Marclt 
was  the  first  occasion  on  which  ihc  vtihjcct  vcit%  intrixluccdr 
and  1  thea  said  to  my  Right  Honourable  IVknd,  '^  I  wUl  tell 
you  without  reaervc  what  aie  toy  fedinga  a«.to  my,  |wrti- 
culor  sittutiou  ;  tbcy  dictate  lo  ine  retirement  from  office^  if 
his  Majesty  should  select  you  to  form  an  Admhiistr^ioii. '  1 
am  »ure  he  will  recollect  diat  I  made  tins  ctatemcnU  witJiout 
any  bteach  of  that  good  understand  inff  which  bas  long  sub* 
sistcd  between  u$.  Th^t  information  I  took  c^rc  to  convey 
to  the  bifiheit  cjuartcr ;  for  here  jiguin  I  thought  th&t  there 
should  he  no  reserve.  My  resolution  wa-t  not  aaddeOfT— I 
acted^  upon  long  prctiovs  conviction.  The  step  I  took  was 
'i  in  no  rt^^pect  precipitntCf  and  vo  one  otigbt  ta,Jtave   been 

n  by  fturpri^o  by  it. 

A*  1  Dieted  without  the  concert,  it  is  unncgcfisary  forme 
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to  add,  that  I  did  not  resort  to  Uic  advice  erf  othf^rs.  Ewt 
though  I  ucted  wittiout  comrert  with  others,  let  roe  repel  ihd 
painlul  uccusaliori  preferretl  a^aiusl  mc,  ttut  I  look  upon 
my  late  Coadjutors  now  in  a  different  light  to  thai  in  which 
I  forrnerl)'  ci^ntemplaied  them.  TIi^  esteem^  respeet,  and 
ndminlionp  I  felt  for  ihem,  as  my  Colleagties  in  office,  I  icill 
retain  to  iUi  fullc;;t  extent,  ond  I  am  Cir  from  wUhuig  that 
tny  case  should  be  separated  from  tlieirs.  It  is  equally  truCt 
to  state  that  1  atu  at  thb  moment  prepared,  if  necessarj,  to 
vindicate  ttiem  from  the  charge  of  concert  anJ  cabal.  I  am 
prepared  to  nmiicate  them  oolIecUvcly,  nnd  individti^dlyp  atkd 
to  maintain  that  the  course  pursued  by  each  of  ihem  w«» 
not  only  perfecdy  justifiable,  but  that  their  impressions  and 
views  of  duly  to  the  public  serTicc,  and  the  conduct  pro- 
duced by  those  imprcssionfi  and  ticvs>  ought  to  he  hr-ld  up 
ai  an  example  to  all  who  may  be  placed  hereafter  in  t^imilar 
eircunutaiices.  I  declare  then,  that  the  charge  ngainst  thcflA 
Ministers,  or  any  of  them,  that  tlicy  acted  by  concert  ondf^H 
cabal,  Is  not  only  untrae,  but  dtrootl}  the  revcrM^  of  truth.        ^^ 

"  Tlu-TL'  was  no  attetupt  to  dtcLale  tu  his  Majesty,  by  any 
one  of  the  Utc  Mlnbters.  I  can  ^»»tn  it  vith  reject  to 
iDyself,  with  respect  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  with  lespect 
to  tlial  inuatriousc  individual  (UtUce  of  Wellington)  whose 
name  i*  Rtamped  for  ever  on  the  records  of  immortatily— *  ^^ 
that  man,  who  ift  not  more  remarkable  for  the  brillioncy  ofl^| 
his  militajy  exploits,  than  for  the  ainiplidty  and  Hinglenei*  at 
his  nature — that  man^  whofte  candour  and  oprnness  ar^ 
habitual ;  and  who  ia  dtUtngui^lie^t  not  only  for  tl»o  respect 
be  boaT«  to  the  King  by  office,  but,  above  nil,  for  the  reve- 
rence he  feci*  for  the  penon  of  the  So^-ereign,  Wlien  I  ?»ce 
it  charged,  after  the  services  he  ba^  rendered,  that  for  the 
base  purpoiie  of  any  office  he  has  acted  En  a  way  so  derogfr- 
Cery  and  unworthy,  tlte  accusation  seena  so  shameful  in  its 
injustice,  and  so  revolting  In  it«  tngratittide, — that  it  t«  im- 
possible to  apeak  of  it  without  disgust  and  abhorrciice.    1  sa? 
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that  I  am  prepared,  were  it  necessary,  to  Tindicate  bim  and 
others  from  the  foul  aapersions  cast  upon  them  connected 
witji  their  retirement;  but  I  abstain  from  the  undertaking, 
chiefly  because  it  is  not  required  at  my  bands,  and  because 
elsewhere  they  may  take  an  opportunity,  if  they  think  6t,  of 
meeting  and  repelling  the  imputation.''* 
I  p 

Passing  over  the  recent  declarationB  of  the  Mar- 
quis of  Chandos,  who  "  trusted  that  the  House  of 
Commons  and  the  country  would  never  permit  the 
Constitution  to  be  violated  at  the  will  of  any  minis- 
ter;' of  Mr.  Bright,  who  stated  that,  "the  deeply- 
rooted  aversion  to  Popery  which  existed  in  this 
country,  arose  from  a  strong  conviction  that  the 
prevalence  of  that  system  is,  always  hadbeen,  and 
ever  would  be,  inimical  to  civil  liberty;^  of  General 
Gascoyne,  who  observed  that,  "  he  represented  a 
town  (Liverpool)  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
inhabitants,  and  he  could  bear  testimony  that  the 
increased  chance  of  carrying  the  Roman  Catholic 
claims,  had  already  excited  the  utmost  alarm  in 
Liverpool ;''  and  of  Mr.  Seymour,  who  said  that, 
"  if  the  question  should  be  carried  through  the 
House  by  means  of  the  talents  which  at  present 
support  the  government,  it  would  be  found  impos" 
sibk  to  ram  it  down  the  throats  of  the  people  of 
England/'t  Our  observations  on  the  propositions 
shall  be  concluded  by  the  opinions  of  the  Bishop  of 


*  Mr.  Peel's  speech  in  the  House  of  Commons,  May  Isl,  1827.  The 
Noble  individuaJs  aUitded  to  severally  vindicated  themselves  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  May  3d,  1827. 

t  See  Debate  in  ihe  House  of  Commons,  May  2d,  ia37> 
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London,  his  Grace  tbe  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  and 
Mr.  WilmotHr^rion.  The  f^enrimctitfi  of  the  Bishop 
of  LondoL  arc  adduced,  as  they  elucidate  the  pre- 
Talenee  of  public  opinion  in  the  metropolis  of  Bri- 
tain, over  which  his  lordship  presides;  of  his  Grace 
the  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  a^  ihey  coincide  with 
the  principles  of  Iri^  Protestants  genemlly,  bvit  in 
particular,  with  tho»e  of  the  diocese  of  Dublin,  of 
which  be  is  the  zealous,  the  estimable,  and  the 
eloquent  prelate;  and  of  Mr.  Wilmot  Ilorton,  as 
demonstmting  the  sentiments  of  ihe  quondam  sup* 
porters  of  Roman  Catholic  prctcnAionsi  r€5j>ectii^ 
their  recent  dangerous  and  unconstitutional  raea^ 
&ures. 


"  The  ])oint  to  which  T  would  direct  your  attention,"  said 
the  Ut^itor  ov  LoNnoK  to  hU  ciWj^y,  "  is  the  light  whidi 
ha«  been  throvn  on  tbo  chumcicr  of  tho  Romiali  Church; 
tiU'  tittrr  di*pror^  xff  UH^  &Ucrati<a*t  or  eem  the  pouilaiity 
i^f  attrration,  in  ftrr  fthciples^  dams,  or  tlcctrinei,  >VJial- 
f  vcr  dilTcrcnce  of  opinion,  under  the  connlvanee,  if  not  llv 
nllowAnce  of  her  rulerti,  nuy  be  tolerntetl,  in  some  re^pix 
Aiid  In  ftoine  countrice,  all  her  divines  of  anyautligrity,  agr 
tti  ik*Mrlii]f(,  ihnt  »he  aloiH%  vrith  the  successor  of  St.  Pet 
at  htir  hendi  Ihi'  rcprescntxiivc  iif  CUmt  u]>on  eurth,  U  tlie 
tkitP  Hilly,  Catholic  tuul  Apostolic  Church,  out  qf  wftOAf 
AiUftw  iMftif  it  HO  talratiofi,  that  to  her  all  churebeH  are  sub* 
Jvs'l,  01  ih%Af  tnotlior  and  mifiires^  ;  the  prent  to  uhoin  they 
ikfv  liitfvhicd  for  their  bccngt  ^ht*  vovcrutfjn  from  whom  thoy 
l|«tlt%iK  ihrir  AUlhoriljr,  and  to  uhom  theU-  oUcgtuicc  u  due: 
itial  ttt  flrluvof  the  promivvs  of  Climt,  and  the  coniinufil 
I.-  .  of  hi"  S|nril,  ihe  is  infaiiii^j  exempt  from  the 
(         '      I   itC  f*fmr  in  tnuttorA  of  faith,   and  autliorii^d  to_ 
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^herclccbjon  on  the  consd^nce  of  all  Christiana.  Tht 
unity  of  Taithj  of  worship,  orgDVommenl,  all  flrnwn  lo  n  point 
vier  thr  ttiprtmae^  of  thr  Pope,  h  essential  to  tbc  consti- 
btJoQ  of  licr  cfaurdi,  and  admits  of  no  impe-Actirnent,  Her 
bUthorily  she  cennot  renounce  in  the  aligbteil  particuUr, 
be«i<)et  eottiuting  from  Cbmt,  a«  a  trust  to  be  oxerciictl 
fpr  th(?  good  of  mankind,  it  is  inherent  «n<l  innlicnablc;  not 
the  vuhjcct  her  doctriiK-s  to  revision,  because  inrallibLGty 
eludes  abcrraiioii.  Tbe  systein  of  tloctrJoe  »liicli  ab«  is 
thus  engaged'  to  niatntain,  Iuik  been  long  ilnce  defined  and 
eitablisbcd  by  the  council  of  Trent,  tiid  the  creed  of  Pi 
IV*»  which  Uuer  embodies  the  peculiar  iloctrii>e9  reject' 
by  ProcettantA.  and  enjoins,  under  pnin  of  damriAlion,  llteii 
reception  by  every  Christian,  together  with  impUcit  belief 
of  all  that  ia  held  by  the  Rovnish  Church,  eukI  the  rcimncia- 
doa  of  all  oppr^xtie  errors.'*  '^Other  churches  inay  dillt?r  from 
tu  In  poinht  of  iinpoHance  T  may  reprcaeh  ua  vkh  defects 
and  corruptions,  nnd  think  it  rigitt  to  abstain  from  our  cont- 
nanion.  The  Hoiui^h  Church  aaaerts  a  title  to  pTivi'c|[ev^H 
wliicli,  if  tliey  rvjU)  K'lonjt  to  licr,  cuius  off'/rom  foitfffe.cMM^I 
irif  A  Christf  amt  f>Uxct  tis  at  rebels,  tssurpers^  ami  apottaiu^ 
Gut  tifihepaie  of  the  CfmstinH  Church,  Otlwr  churches,  if 
they  [all  into  error,  may  be  corrected  by  time  and  reason. 
The  obnoxious  tenets  of  many  Christian  sects,  have  either 
been  droppe<i  from  their  confessions,  er  have  silently  sunk 
into  oblivion.  But  the  errfirs  of*  the  Churc/t  of  Rome  are 
impmjtli^fiir,  they  derive  from  her  principles,  the  character 

,  of  tmoiut^bdicy  irhich  belongs  to  divine  truth,  and  are  aju 

Htrted  nitb  ct^ual  eonfidencfi."** 

"  It  U  the  misfortune  of  the  prcflcnt  day,"  mid  his  Grace 
Ibc  Archbbhop  of  i>ul>lni,  *'  that  the  Roman  Catb<dic4  have 
made  now  their  religion  their  poUiic9>  and  their  politico  their 
rcfigion,  and  if  the  consccitience  of  my  having  a  very  unfa- 

[•Sec  tlms««fi|}ebis)iopof  I^Lidon  iohit  Qersx»5eptemlieT,  laws. 
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roumWe  opinion  of  their  syEtem  of  religion  be^  tliat  I  muil 

be  supposed  to  be  adver*ic  to  tUeir  pollticai  claims,  I  cnnnQ| 

help  thatf  It  ifl  tWir  act  not  mine.     As  long  as  1  Itiid  that  thf 

Roman  Catholic  system  btill  avowed  in  that  cburcht  and  in 

no  oni^  part  <]isclainied  by  any  autbcrity  of  that  churchi  i| 

fiuch  n«  to  be  in  its  nbvlouK  oon!(rr|u<*necft  nl  wjir  with  tD 

p»aoe  and  safety  of  soci^ly*  eo  long  it  in  ]inpo»:iblc  for 

to  <1c£arc  to  give  the  mcinbei's  of  that  communion  increon 

power.     I  feci,  that  if  power  be  given  to  those  who  acklioii 

ledge  as  a  vital  principle  a   spiritual  aupreiiiacy,  power 

actually  given  to  the  person   who  pos^tcftses  that  spirit 

supremacy;   and,thcretore,  we  let  into  our  Coa^tkution i 

foreign  iniluctice  of  a  much  more  dntigcroDs  character 

if  it  were  avowedly  temporal.     I  conceive,  that  admitting  tt 

Roman  Catholics  of  these  countries,  subject  to  such  an  infl^ 

cncc,  to  the  full  priviiegr*  of  thi;  Comticutton,  is  not  max 

admitting  30  many  individitaU  to  cc;rtain  ptivtlcgcti,  but  tt 

it  is  actually  maiing  a  chmgtf  f^ihe  ProtfjufoiU  CoKstituti^ 

qf  the  empire.      T^e  CoNsiitntion  of  ihereaiM  Ihoits  ^  i 

twe  aJi^gia/tce,  ecclv^iaiftifai  a*  w^ff  ua  cieii ;  and  the  Ron 

Catholics  rc<|turo  in  their  political  deii)ntidN,  before  ihcy 

accvpt  of  vriutl  ihey  profess  to  «c*?k,  that  wc  shall  in  the 

instance,  acknowledge  a  new  xNpremacy,  which  from  its  iM 

end  charutter  must  necessarily  (is  the  next  world  will 

felt  hy  every  conscientious  man  to  be  more  important  tl: 

the  present)  be  jianunount  over  tJiat  which  the  loyal  Pec 

tant  subjects  of  this  realm  consider  to  be  aupreme,    '11 

apt>c^rs  to  me  a  (treat  alteration;  ii  atena  tm  itnjusi^ 

f/rwemd;  it  is  not  a  petition  for  admission  to  pririlegea, 

H  in  a   demand   that  the   Constitution  shall  ubule  its 

power,  sikI  ah(>r  tu  owu  cluirat^tcr-     And  herein  the  j 

difficulty  with  regard  to  Koman  Catholic*.  There  is  «:Ar 

any  other  description  of  religionists  in  cktstencef  that 

not  be  admitted  into  oAlcea  in  tlic  Sutc,  without  introdtj 

a  new  power  hitherto  unknonn  to  tlie  St-ite.    'Iliere  niu 
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in  tb«  first  instance,  be  brought  in  a  now  suprcouicyi  bcrorc 
lb  Roman  Catholic  vill  cond^^f  ntl  to  accept  of  any  of  tbose 
offices  that  he  seemsi  to  be  «o  dc«irous  to  obtitin,  bitt  whicli 
at  the  sxmt  time  he  holds  cheap  and  contemptible  coinpurod 

I  with  t]i>t  allegiance  vrhftch  in  any  State  is  dangerous  a  foreign 
nll^glnnce;  hal  which  im  the  Proieitanl  State  ttf  Brilain  is 
emn^ititff  thngerous  as  Mng  at  dk^H  tMriancs  iw#/A  Mtf 
rdif^on  of  the  nwptrr."* 
'  Mb,  Wilxoi  IIdilton  avU,  ''what  hare  the  British 
Catholic  A«»odation  done?  They  ha\^  blamed  the  supinetiess 
of  (lie  British  lioman  Catholics  as  contrasted  vith  thofi«  of 
Ireland,  I'hey  liav^  unanimously  vot^Hl  their  thanks  lo  Mr. 
O'Connell,  thereby  idrntifying  thcnucUcs  with  him.  They  - 
havcrcsolrcd— "  That  the  thanks  of  the  British  Catholics 
arc  pre-eminently  due  to  llie  most  reverend,  rijfht  rcvcr«nd^ 

^aIld  re^'crend  the  Catbolic  Clci^ry  of  irclaod.  for  their  inde- 
fati^ble  and  patrtotic  lutiiLttiince  in  the  cauito  of  freedom, 
'  during  the  hite  elections  in  that  country,"  Tlicy  have 
reaoived— "  That  they  hail  with  delight  the  splendid  tri* 
uinpha  achieved  in  Iichnid  by  the  foriy-shUling  freeholders ; 
and  tluit  it  b  wilh  seutiinenta  of  the  highest  nduiirauoji«  they 
tender  their  wnrineat  acknoHW|^aient8  to  those  hottest  and 
independent  men,  who  preferred  to  ei>dtirc  every  privation 
rather  tlian  lose  tlteir  aelf-respect  by  the  vtoLatJon  or  their 
consciences/'  Now  what  is  this,  if  it  be  not  calculated,  1 
will  not  say,  to  confirm  Uie  prejudices,  but  to  verify  the  pre- 
diciions  of  those  rro(c:«taiits  who  have  always  »iiJ — "  You 
tTHJti  ftf  tie  CaiAoUcs  that  they  wUi  not  aliow  their  religiam 
t0  oprrnir  in  citU  i^tu-^riut.  Depend  upon  it  they  are  dtsetit^ 
ing  yon  %ekcH  they  prttfess  such  abiiint*nce.  Th^y  ttiti  ap^tiy 
tha4  religion  as  ar»  ertgiuff  to  prc's  on  their  ctaiwx,  »iot  merely 
fsr  un  cqutU  partieipiUiotA  in  the  prieilcgcs  which  Protestanis 


*  Ambbuapp  or  Uab4iD'«  evul«ace  Mow  Um  Lord*'  ConmuKer,  JUajr  ^ 
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enjctft  butio  obtain  the  unqualified  triunij}h  t^f  lioman  Cai/t<h^ 
lie  asccmiancif"  Ami,  i»  whit,  I  would  beg  to  ask,  constats 
the  virtue  on  the  imrt  of  the  KomAU  Catholic  Priesthood,  of 
«ndeaTOiiriiig,  through  the  n^CAns  of  rcH^on,  to  hrcnk  that 
link,  a[>d  to  destroy  that  rdatioi)  of  muuul  depend  on  c<>  ntid 
protiHrtion,  which,  if  it  e^obsbt  not  between  ihe  laiuUcrd  snd 
the  tenant,  must  be  fatal  to  the  pronpcrityof  anjoountry  where 
liropcft}"  exists.  Take  the  inst^nice  of  tlic  Duke  of  Dcvon- 
fihlre.  lie,  and  his  family^  and  his  parly,  have  been  the 
unfiinching  promot4>r»  of  the  Komon  Catholic  Question. 
h  it  an  act  of  virtue  on  the  part  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Prkslhood,  to  show  their  graiitude  to  the  Duke  of  Deron- 
sbire,  by  ciDfiloying  thuir  religious  injtneuce  to  dnre  hit 
tenantry  intoucu  of  ihcr  grossest  bgratitudc?  If  the  appUttsc 
cf  the  British  Roniau  CathoUcs  had  been  limited  to  tho 
ejcereise  of  sucti  infloeitce  on  the  part  of  the  Honun  Catho* 
lie  Priesthood  during  that  tbne.  and  that  time  only,  when 
their  coutitrTnicn  were  debarred  fVom  tlie  ex;;ridnc  of  the 
civil  rights  ciijtiyri)  by  ProIi^Manls — ahhongh  I  should  liaTC 
conndi:tx'4l  the  principle  as  infinitely  too  dangerous  to  admit 
of  real  justification  for  one  moment,  yet  the  diattnctioii  would 
have  been  palpable,  and  the  danger  of  the  present  would 
have  been  mitigated,  though  not  removed.  But  to  talk  of 
Prie«ta  '  pocseesing  Irish  beans  that  heat  responsive  %o  the 
liberties  of  their  country,'— who  i^  to  deddu  at  what  precise 
point  tli060  liberties  begin  and  end?  AVho  can  be  fairly 
Toproachefl  for  e:;pr'e^iiing  their  fears,  that  if  the  Calholic 
Qiiefllion  be  granted,  /Atf  Pfi^ah  viU  i>e  /tiund  rcdouliing 
thffit  energy  fa  rffcct  fie  return  of  Homnn  CatMir  rwrmbcTM 
iaattati  of  Protettaaiit,  and  thtia  perpetual  in  j^  tlieiratiaci 
OD  the  rij^hiful  privileges  of  property?  In  it  well  to  teach^ 
men  tJiat  mfrratitude  and  duplicity  are  in  fact  *  virtue  and 
patriotic  dcvotednesf,'  and  that  tlie  cau£c  of  true  religion  ii 
acrvcd  by  resisting  the  wishes  of  a  l>enevolent  landlord,  who ' 
may  hare  proteclcd  and  fostered  them  on  the  moat  irjio^ . 
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IoocasioBs — aiul  above  ail, /0^^4'jrA  up  the  perpetual  rtUg^omi 
crusmkf  to  tie  reai  cxtiHction  0/  chii  Uberttf,  and  to  the  ruiM 
bj  tkdr  country  ?'"• 
Protestants  «hou)«l  remember  that  tlie&c  senti- 
ments were  expressed  by  an  individual  who  has 
hitherto  supported  the  Roman  Catholic  prelensiMs, 

PTIiey  should  be  duly  estiaiated  by  every  friead  of 
civil  liberty^  the  rights  of  property,  and  otir  glorious 
Constitution.  If  they  emanated  from  an  ardent 
champion  of  Church  and  State,  some  doubt  may  be 
suggested  by  our  upponentd  against  their  impartial 
delineatiot).  But,  when  they  were  promulged  by 
Mr.  Wilmot  Uorton,  the  qijondani  panegyrist  of 
their  merits,  the  pamphleteer  to  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
—  folk,  and  a  zealous  Parliamentary  advocate  of  ihcir 
W  chiims — must  they  not  excite  universal  apprehen- 
sion, or  can  their  portentous  tendency  be  possibly 
questioned  ?  These  topics,  with  the  preliminary 
remarks,  clearly  prove  the  dangerous  nature  of  the 
mis-named  "  emancipation '—that  it  is  repugnant  to 
|the  ruudamental  maxims  of  the  British  Constitution. 
Besides,  the  numerous;  petitions  recently  presented 
[to  the  legislature  from  every  district  of  the  kingdom 
[ugainst  ibofie  claims — the  benign  deportment  of 
[British  representatives,  and  the  dauntlci^s  conduct 
of  Br!li.sh  Peers,  indubitably  demonstrate  \X3.  dis- 
tcordancc  with  the  inclinations  of  his  Mnjesty  s  faith- 
])  subjects — which  consequently  renders  it  inexpe- 
ient  and  unnecessary  for  this  Protestant  nation. 


■  Ur,  IVOnot  Uoclon't  kUci  to  Mr.  Blount,  July  fSib,  !»(>■ 
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Firxsafr  A33>BftiToss- — ^Frora  the  Boman  Catho- 
jc  ainBKTngB&  berc  addiHred, — from  the  dedazatioos 
01  CcoffCiDiDtHEil  Protestants  sulMiutted  tD  jour  coa- 
<nrt*f"M-^Tn  tfijn^inwJ  with  the  aigumeuts  DOW  ad- 
^iXDreiL — ran  aa.  saci^ctonlT  detennine  th^  im- 
-guraoL  ^^sshm.  wbeh  pieceded  those  pn^iositiotis. 
^  Viecm^  xibi  aueKOXCs  adopted  In-  oar  ancestors, 
ai  jmuar  ok  Beriiish  aalm  cs&enttallT  Protestant, 
ouHOi:  XT  K  cecaujied:  aad  whether  the  barriers 
eyst^^ssi^  xc  v!tC]iQt^  poiMk.  for  the  security  of  our 
^ojcutis  Ccnificinoi!iL  izK  Cbuch  and  St^e«  ought  to 
^  .nsnaaiz&i^  s&fccnr  bc-c  e^ihcmeral  political  ex^ 
j^tmsnry.  imi  ft^  ncc^Ke  due  rancoor  of  a  body, 
m^o:a  s^:nrmr.eciscs  ife  j:2Rsdkt]oii  of  a  foreign 
ArcifsobfOctL  nca&nch  vntEa  thts  kn^om  T  No 
^^occ  CXI  TOSS^T  z«£»itt  oa  your  minds,  as  to  the 
iflxCT  ie  w^  K  afO£S£cty  of  pref^riE^  the  andoit 
ai£C:;:td:iiis  cc  ibfst  i^aJcts;.  and  to  maintain  that 
jirccy*i:.ca  ins  bccrss  this  Empire  triamphant  over 
Use  ctKrJccs  rriCs  wiiiA  ^rfv  occsmd. 

1:  Tv«£  k^rxte  in  the  coarse  which  Protestant 
*a.vaiazv''T.  azd  pciiticil  expediency  require  you 
r<.*  fc:r^:jje^  pens^e  the  Pftrliamentary  orati<His  coo- 
tf^^K*'  a  ^*'  Pr\>te$tant  Principles."  These  must 
t|i£S>tpjite  whatever  visioQary  dreams,  or  theoretic 
il^^sficcs;.  cMv  varp  the  undecided  judgment-  The 
Scat^^scQcn.  vbo  have  uttered  those  seotimeots  in 
&e  Senate,  are  iodiTidual^  of  no  interior  repute — 
sooke  have  rt:s«en  by  their  own  splendid  abilities,  and 
ai^r  per^^'eiance  in  the  advocacy  of  their  country's 
««aL  10  the  highest  and  mo$t  responsible  constitu* 
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tional  dignities.  I^ttht^irorations  be  perused  with 
attention.  They  satisfactorily  refute  the  unanthen- 
ticatcd  assertions  of  your  opponents,  while  they  pro- 
mulge  tbotse  priuciples  tliat  Imve  induced  them,  and 
wlucb  should  influence  you,  to  maintain  unimpaired, 
the  estabiisbmcntti  of  the  realm  in  Church  and  State. 
Bul»  "  the  titaic  of  Ireland  requires  ameliorution." 
Granted.  The  boon  should  he  adequate  to  the  ne- 
cessity. How  will  you  ascertain  the  real  situation 
jof  that  country,  and  the  remedies  requisite  forita 
efficient  improvement  t  Penisie  the  minutes  of  evi- 
dence before  the  Parliamentary  committees— read 
the  reports  of  Parliamentary  commissioiicrSj^with 
the  declarations  of  the  Protcslatit  nobility,  gentry, 
and  clergy  residing  in  that  kingdom — but,  form  not 
your  opinions  from  the  speeches  of  those  non-resi- 
deuts  who  never  visit  that  island,  but  to  exhaust  its 
resourcei>,  or  perhaps  to  distrain,  and  lord  over  its 
unfortunate  peasantry. 

"  Tlionpt  poisT  tW  p«ju&nt*a  lint,  liii  fctkAt*  Uiniigli  «n»l]. 
He  ffOCi  lii4  litlk  lot,  tbr  tot  of  ftU  i 
Scca  nt:  coQtifcuouR  pnljicc  rcftr  iu  hcucl. 
To  ibame  tlic  iiicanncss  of  hit  buniblc  »lie<l." 


Ireland,  in  tlic  first  instance,  requires  the  sup- 
pression of  illegal  and  unconstitutional  political  as- 
sociations. These  have  proved,  and  yet  continue, 
the  greatest  bane  to  the  prosperity  of  the  kingdom. 
When  they  are  suppressed^  let  capital  be  procured 
from  those  non-residents,  who,  derivinjj  very  con- 

Icrablc  revenue  from  their  estates  m  that  portion 
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of  the  empire* — contribute   7wt  towards  its  local 
mtes,  or  general  asflessmentSj— and  have  never  con- 
tributed  aught  towards  the  improvement  of  the 
couDtry,  excepting  their  illusory  passionate   liar* 
aiigues.    Let  this  l>e  effected  by  the  following  mode 
— tJtat  all  those  u>ko  possess  property  in  IreinJid  to  the 
amount  of  3O0/,  per  annum^    and  upwcrds,  arid  wfi 
rwdc  not  in  thai  kingdom  for  two  fRonths  m  every  yeari 
become  suhj€ct  to  a  tax  of  5  per  vcnl.  0U  their  net  Iri^* 
incornc.    The  sum  derivable  from  this  source.  ivouM 
amount  to  nearly  100,000/.  per  annum^     Thi^  should 
bo  apportioned  to  the  erection  of  comfortable  vil- 
lftges>  ibe  establishment  uf  manufactories*  the  dif*^^ 
fasion  of  education,  and  rendering,  by  every  possi<^H 
ble  means,  the  peasantry,  orderly,  industrious,  and 
iutetligeat — "  ^bfieittecisfn"  said  the  Earl  of  Liver- 
puul,  '*  combined  with  the  great  subdivision  of  pro* 
porty,  have  occasioned  an  increase  of  population^  to 
a  most  enormous  extent;    this  has   brought   the 
country  (Ireland)  into  a  state  of  beggary,  auc)  htfj* 
have  ^rufig  aU  the  disorders  of  the  State  "^ 

The  tntniduction  of  capital  into  Ireland,  would 
noctminrily,  promote  a  due  cultivation  of  the  soil — 
the  product  of  which  could  be  easily  appropriated 
to  various  useful  purposes,  If  landed  proprietors 
lonipuntrily  resided  there,  it  would  prerent  a  de- 
VOnptkm  of  individuals  who  have  uniformly  proved 
Ut^lfimontal  to  the  |)eace  and  improvement  of  i 
cotukiry;  it'  tbey  do  not  reatde,  is  it  not  natural 
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is  it  not  just,  that  tkt^y  should  contribute  towards 
the  happiness  of  a  people,  and  the  prospenty  of  a 
kingdom,  whence  they  derive  very  con^tderablo 
revenue?  If  comfortable  villages  wereerecied»  and 
roanulactorKs  established,  these  would  powerfully 
tend  to  repress  disturbances,  and  prevent  the  pea- 
santry being  made  the  tooU  of  eviUniinded  inccn- 
dmries,  who  scatter,  at  present*  among  them,  the 
firu-brand  of  turmoil  and  sedition.  Finally,  if  edu- 
cation werediSused  in  every  district,  ifthe  peasantry 
wer<^  rendered  orderly,  industrious,  and  intelligent* 
it  wuuld  benefit  the  nation  generally,  but  iii  parti- 
cular, Ltie  tiovemmcnt,  whose  enactments  being 
duly  regarded^  would  render  the  adoption  of 
rigorous  measures  unnecessary,  wliich  would  natu* 
rally  diminish  the  military  force  now  stationed  there, 
and  that,  in  the  jireM^nt  condition  of  afiairs,  is  un- 
questionably requisite  to  protect  the  loyal,  and 
to  tranquilltze  the  kingdom. 

These  measures  would  considerably  facilitate 
the  influence  of  the  benign  sun  of  that  auspi- 
cious Reformation,  which  is  daily  irradiating  Ire- 
land, with  indubitable  proofs  of  the  wisdom  and 
providence  of  the  Most  High!  No  longer  can 
Ithe  Roman  Catholic  Priesthood  coerce  the  peo[jlc 

m  examining  their  tenets  —  they  have  daral 
to  think  for  themselves,  they  are  determined  to 
act  on  their  own  judgment  and  discretion.  Hun- 
dreds arc  weekly  *'  emancipating"  their  intellects 
from  the  trammels  of  bigotry^  of  ignorance,  and  of 
Aunerstition.    The  glorious  measure  is  eoniiued  to 
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ao  particular  district^  nor  class  of  society, — its  bles- 
sings arc  clitFusiDg  themselves,  and  reign  uncon-^ 
trolled  from  nonU  to  souths  TrDm  east  to  west*  Tbei 
comummation — tho  blissifut  anticipation  of  all  wise, 
and  benevolent,  and  religious  Protestants,  —  has 
arrived; — within  iho  past  few  months,  thousands 
have  discarded  the  dogmas  of  men — have  conformed 
to  tlic  ancient  religion  of  bxlaml^' — and  have  founded 
their  belief  on  Cehlling worth's  declaration  that— 
"  iftc  Jiiblc,  the  Bible  alone,  is  the  religion  qf  Proles^ 

Its." 

What  has  produced  this  inestimable  Reformation? 
What  causes  have  coDtributed  to  the  great  changes 
now  progressing  in  every  district  of  Ireland?  ''The 
first,*'  says  the  beneficent  and  illustrions  Lohd 
FaknhaMi  **  is  the  increasing  knowledge  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures.  Notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  of^ 
the  Romish  Priesthood  to  keep  the  Bible  a  sealed 
book  to  the  people,  the  light  of  the  Gospel  has 
broken  fortti,  and  shone  over  this  benighted  land,  in 
despite  of  theirexertions?" — "Thcsceondcan&cmay 
be  traced  to  the  opposition  given  by  the  Komish 
Priests  to  every  system  of  moral  and  religious  edu- 
cation. This  operates  mofit  injuriously  on  the 
temporal  as  well  as  the  spiritual  interests  of  the 
peasaiUry." — "  The  third  cause  may  be  found  in  the 
pecuniary  exactions  of  the  Priests.  These  are  ex- 
tremely heavy  on  an  impoverished  people.  Nothing 
is  to  be  bad  without  payment ;  every  rite  has  its 

*  lathe  Appeudii to "^ Piol«)tftnt  PfMHTplo"wnbi»£nniilMi(hiiDporiaiii 
£nct*  M  mdnetdy  derooosUUe  Ihal  i'opetf  wu  not  lb«  ancictil  rctigvon  of 
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price,  which  is  rigidly  exacted.    To  this  may  be 

I  added  the  mudera  .nyRtem  nf  tascntion — the  new  Ca- 
tholic rent— the  old  Catholic  rent— tlio  frocholdcra' 
fuud,  Sic."  Besides,  "  the  couducL  uf  ihc  Roman 
Catholic  Priests  at  ttie  late  ^^ncral  election,  has 
greatly  tended  to  impair  ihcir  authority  with  ttte 

Ipeo)>le.  The  latter  found  themselves  merely  politi- 
cal instruments  in  the  hands  of  the  Priests — worked 
as  pjppets  to  suit  the  convenience  and  forward  the 
views  of  persons  witli  whom  they  had  no  common 
interest,  and  ftacrifired  to  the  ambition  of  every 
speculating  adventurer  in  purfltiit  of  his*  own  per- 
sonal aggrandizement.  Tliey  found  ihemM^lves  se- 
parated from  their  landlords — alienated  from  ttteir 
bG8l  fnonds— set  in  direct  opposition  to  their  own 
liDterests;  and,  at  tcnf^th,  having  detected  the  fraud 
'practiced  against  lUcm,  ibey  fell  iucliued  to  repay 
the  treachery  by  withdrawing  wholly  from  the  in- 
fluence of  their  betrayers/'*  Such  are  the  causes 
assigned  by  the  noble*minded  and  highly-esteemed 
promoter  of  this  ineffably  important  measure. 

That  tJie  new  RdWmutiou  must  eventually  confer 
incalculable  advantages  on  Irelaud  is  manitest-  For 
centuries  the  mai^^i  of  its  inhabitants  have  been  do* 
luded,  benighted^  and  misled.  But  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic population  have  resolved  to  "emancipate'* 
themselves  from  the  yoke  that  presses  on  their  in* 
tellects,  and  consciences — "  a  yoke  that  centuries 
ago  has  been  shaken  off  by  countries  less  civilized^ 

*  Riff1<l  Hon.  LenJ  FarnJinm'a  Speecli  ai  Ca^n,  Jatauary  Q6lJi,  1027i 
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as  well  as  by  the  most  civilized  countries  in  Europe." 
England  and  Scotland."  They  have  determined  or 
mental  ctifraochi&ement.  Tbey  perui^c  tbe  Bible  tc 
ascertain  tbe  rebgion  of  Christ,  wbioh  they  contr 
with  the  dogmas  and  canons  of  the  Romi$;h  Church. 
Tboy  have  asserted  their  claim  to  the  iodcfeisible 
birthright  of  maakind^of  deciding  for  tliomrsclvcs — 
they  demand  that  spiritual  freedom  which  U  their 
iaalicDable  privilege.  For>  "  He  is  a  freeman  whom 
tbe  truth  makes  free,  and  all  are  slaves  beside/* 

pROTfiSTANTS     OF     THE     BrITISII     EmPIUe!  YoU 

have  been  iuformed  that  tolerant  and  hberal  pnaci- 
ples^  forsDoth^  are  engrafted  on  the  Komi&h  Church. 
What  is  the  fact?    Look  to  America !  where  an  im* 
proved  spint  might  naturally  be  expected  in  this 
system — where  free    institutions    ai^  said    to    be 
founded,  and    hberal   doctrines    are    reported 
flourish — yet  even  in  the  enlightened,  and  civilized, 
and  emancipated  republics  of  South  America,  it  was 
recently  decreed,  that  the  puhlic  ej^^rvisc  <f  any  other 
than  the  Roman  Catholic  rtiigion  ihmtid  tiot  be  t&krutcdt 
Look  to  liberal  France!  where  the  law  of  sacrilege, 
so  iucompatible  with  toleration,  wa5;  lately  enacted  ;i 
and  where  the  Jesuits  are  Rubverting  every  specie^] 
of  social    happiness  for  the   propagation   of  their] 
maAinis,  and  the  ascendancy  of  their  Order!    Look' 
toSpain!  sosubjugated  to  ecclesiastical  domination, 
as  that  the  people  were  induced  to  protes^t  agninstj 
a  constitution  which  had  delivered  it  from  tho  mer^ 
ciless   tortures  of  tbe    Inquti»ition; — and  where  a 
rcaniresto  is  circulated  under  the  name  of  the  Areh-j 
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bishop  of  Toletio,  the  second  ecclesiastic  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  calling  on  the  sovereigu  to  wage 
war  a^fainst  the  toleraot  iiLHtitutions  of  a  neighbour- 
iDg  oatiiKiI  Id  tlicsc  statci^ — in  Italy — iuall  Roman 
Catholic  corilincntal  dominions,— nay,  even  in  Ire- 
land, the  same  arrogance  and  domination  prevail, 
on  the  pan  of  tlm  Kcmtsh  Prieslhood,  a?*  eminently 
charactcri^d  this  clergy,  on  tar-rcrootc.  and  les» 
ealighieued  epochs  of  the  world,    Sentpt^r  &tdcm* 

Such  being  the  true   position  uf  ttte  C3«c — the 
temporal  |X)wer  of  the  Romish  ChurcL  having  been 
restored  in  divers  nations— the  Jctiuit»»  having  re- 
established their  dangerous  institutions  in  verious 
districts  of  the  United  Kingdom.— is  it  prudent, — 
ja  it  necessary,— is  it  just  to  the  faithful  and  constitu- 
tioua]  Protectants,  to  dismantle  the  remaining  bar- 
riers of  our  E^tablisftiineut  in  Church  and  State? 
Are  the  partisans  of  the  Port  to  legislate  for  our 
laws,  our  liberties,  and  our  religion?    Is  the  Pope 
by  hh  bjj^hops,  ftU  vicars-apostolic,  his  thousands  of 
ipricdts  and  lay  nubjects  to  found  an  impcrtum  m  im- 
iprWfifwithinotir  tolerant,  and  unsubjugatcd,  and  in- 
^de[iendetit  kingdom?    Will  his  hoUnessgrant  similar 
ipowcr  tu  the  Protestants  of  England  ?    Will  he  allow 
3>rotet>tant8  to  exercise  a  co  equal  iafljcnce  in  his 
conclaves  and  council?*,  ^viih  that  demanded  by  Uis 
jadberents  in  these  realms  ?    Will  he  suffer  the  Pro- 
kestants  of  Britain  to  co-operate  in  framing  laws  for 
khe  Church  of  Rome? 

The  Protcslaulism  of  England  is  ibe  key-stone  of 
[Prolestant  principle**  in  Earopc.    Prute&laut  t^Utes 
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estimate  England  with  an  equal  filial  adrairatioDr  if 
not  more  ardent  devotion,  than  Roman  Catholic 
nations  tlo  that  of  Rome.  If  then,  equal  privileges 
be  solicited,  let  equal  boons  be  conceded.  If  Eng- 
land, through  her  present  Premier,  (as  he  recently 
declared.)  be  about  to  effectuate  a  measure  pro- 
nounced by  the  statutes  of  the  realm  illegal  and  un* 
constitutional — if  he  enter  into  a  cortcort/ai  with  the 
Pope,  let  that  Premier  remember  to  obtain  recipro- 
cal privileges  for  liis  Protestant  fellow-countrymen. 
If  otherwise — if  Rome  retain  her  power — if  shfi 
yield  not  to  tbosc  terras — if  her  imperious  domina* 
lion  be  re-established  in  England — let  that  Premier 
beware,  how  he  debases  the  sovereignty  of  )m 
King — how  he  tarnishes  the  glory  of  our  legislative 
councils — how  he  humbles  our  national  superiority 
—how  he  depresses  the  honour  of  Enoland — 

"  ThU  royul  lUroDc  of  kin(^i  Ms  totptcrcd  ul*, 
Tbn  earth  oi  Majputy,  ihu  ncflt  nf  Mum, 
Till*  titlier  Grl«n>  rltmii-pAmrfUc ; 
This  forlrctH.  built  by  Nuture  for  licrsdf, 
AjsaiuKt  infection  nml  the  hand  of  vtta  j 
Tbi»  happy  breed  of  men,  this  little  norlJ  j 
Tli»  pr«riouft  atone  *et  to  tk\c  vlrcr  sot, 
M'hicb  *cncs  it  i&  the  office  of  a  wall. 
Or  et  a  rnont  ^kfttitire  lo  a  bamic, 
Affftiust  tbc  unvy  of  k»  bappicr  im^%  !"* 
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H.  It.  H.  FREDERICK.  DUKE  OF  YORK. 


f «  the  Howe  of  l^rtli,  A|>HI  95tli,  IS?.),  on  |iiVA*niJng  a  P^rtinn 
frncn  tbr  F>4^D«nil  CrQriAnflnf  Wiiidu>r.ngtm«t  further  ooncfiittloiii 
to  tlie  Iloman  Catholics.  His  lute  Royal  Hi^incai  FyisoBiucXt 
DvKB  or  YoHK.  Hvir  Pr^nuinptive  to  the  Bntish  Crown,  mniie  ili? 
folloTiin^  doqucm,  pcrbpiciioiis,  coiulicuttonal,  anil  truly  Pro* 
tesiam  declaratkiD,  wdl  uortJiy  K\\t  flrat  subject  of  the  Suie,  And 
Ihn  ilhittrJotu  tnctnhcr  of  ibc  Houjw  of  nHCK^viOK. 


[Mr  LoRM. — I  liATo  been  requested  to  prciK^nt  to  your  Iord> 
[fthipit  the  Petition  of  the  Dean  And  Canors  of  Windsor, 
ipniyini;  thAt  :io  funhcr  eonce&Bions  be  matte  to  the  Roman 
tCtttholicd.  I  consider  it  unnecessary,  in  bringing  before 
[your  lordships  the  petition  of  f>o  learned  and  reifpecCalilc  a 
jbody,  to  aiAure  yon  that  it  i«  worded  i^o  as  to  ensure  ita 
iTCceptton ;  but,  before  1  move  chut  it  be  read,  I  tnu?t  be  per* 
^tted  to  VMy  ft  fcw  worda. 

Bensiblc,  my  I^ordit,  as  T  ftm  of  my  wfttit  of  hnblt  and  ability 
to  Ukc  »  pATt  in  your  lordships'  debates,  it  is  not  without  the 
greatest  rcluctai>c«  that  I  veiUure  to  trespass  upon  your 
Lime  and  atteulion ;  but  I  feci  thnt  there  are  occasion*  when 
STcry  man  owe*  it  to  hia  country,  and  to  his  statb^i^  lo  drclirc 
Ufl  sentitnciita  ;  and  ng  u|i|>ort unity  can,  in  my  opiuiuu,  ofier* 
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a  question  80  iniportiuit,  I  cannot  lie  altogether  ^nt;  and 
ODi  unwilling  to  postpone  asking  for  your  lordships'  Attention, 
till  thnt  period  when  ^tigiie  might  disable  mc  from  giving 
my  own  aUcntion  snificicntly  to  the  subject  of  debute>     Tb 
question  upon  which  the  House  is  to  decide,  is,  whether  the' 
bill  dkould  be  read  a  second  time?     I  am  ready  to  say  that  v. 
ought  to  be  rend  a  second  time  if  the  House  aj^provca  i 
pnnciplct  and  If  ihc  imperfections  in  iu  cnacttncnU  weria 
each  us  admitting  of  amenflmunts  and  modi&cations,  the  bill 
'Amended  and  modified  might,  ii1\cr  all,  in  some  sense    bo 
considered  as  a  bill  fioniewhat  alike  to  that  which  the  Com* 
mons  had   sent  up-     But,  making  thia  admission,  I  cannot 
bring  myself  to  consent  to  the  second  reading  of  this  hill. 

My  Lords. — I  have  heard  with  regret  the  observations  of 
the  noble  earl  (Donoughmorc),   with  respcet  to  my    con- 
duct, and  that  of  another  noble  lord  (Liverpool),  when  lli«      , 
Brtft  reading  of  this  bill  was  proposed.     Disrespect  to  tho^H 
mover  of  this  bill,  I  altogether  dtsckinl.     It  is  also  a  inislalce^^ 
OQ  the  part  of  the  noble  mover  Co  suppose  that  the  bill  bad 
been  represented  by  mc,  or  the  other  noble  lord  (Liverpool 
as  altogether  unworthy  of  any  coiisi deration.     What  the  bill' 
boa  fur  its  general  object  ha^  been  luider  eonhidvraUon  fcr 
neatly  twenty  year»-     M^hat  the  particuW  provisions  of  cliii 
bill  arcr  have,  by  rumour  and  report,  and  the  votes  upon  the 
table,  been  so  thoroughly  understood  before  ii  was  read  & 
first  thne,  that  it  Is  dilllcult  to  sup]>ose,  that  in  the  progrei 
of  such  a  bill,  if  it  is  to  proceed  further,  any  new  light  citn 
be  thrown  upon  the  subject  of  It.     With  respect  to  myself 
also,  I  trict  that   1  may  stand  in  some  measure  cxcunrd  ft 
an  early  and  prompt  inter]iQnition  against  ii  measure,  which, 
wliiLnt  it  seems  to  impose  upon  n  lord  chancellor,  who  under 
the  bill  may  be  the  only  lay  servaut  of  the  erowu  iu  Great 
Britain  necessarily  a  Piottfstant,  the  pccult4iT  duty  of  watching 
over  Protestant  in(cxc>ts,  appears   to  inc  necessarily  and  ob*j 
viously  to  bring  all  those  interests  mto  extreme  perih 

Tlie  noble  earl  (Darnlcy)  who  tjwke  last,  dechire^I  hiaj 
conviction,  that  thia  measure,  or  one  of  the  i^ome  ch^rjicterj 
must  frooucr  or  later  be  carried.     It  auy  be  ao,  but  I  sh. 
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l>o  my  chiiyi  as  «ltaobed  to  citil  lilwrty 
atid  to  rrligiouR  libcrly,  (tx^Ft  protected  by  ttu  Protefltant 
KstftbliFbineiit  in  ibis  country  connecting  iu  Cburcb  Kstji- 
btishmGnt  witb  an  edUghtvit^xL  aihI  liberal  toIvrAtion,)  to 
oppose  the  introduriion  and  progrvaa  of  erery  such  mt^nHurc 
IL6  the  proGDt,  through  evil  rci>oTt  and  good  roport,  as  long 
as  oppOBJtion  to  it  can  be  offered.  If  the  majority  of  tbi: 
,Ucnifte  sbould  nt  any  time  finally  (teierniine  tbat  my  opintono 
littTci  been  founded  in  error,  I  ^hall  at  least  enjoy  the  «iitis- 
facdon,  which  will  reuitt  from  a  conviction  thiit  I  hnve  not 
vftUin^ly  erred,  and  that  1  Have  mo^t  nnxiouiily  endeavoured 
to  avoid  error. 

My  Lords.— 1  now  come  to  the  (|U€M3oii.  Con  your  krd- 
aliipe  pass  t^ir  bdll?  k  tbU  hill  fit  to  be  adopted  !  Are  the 
enaclrocDte  of  Mut  bill  auoli  m  tlic  I^Iohm  con  approve  of? 
1  think  I  may  assert  that  ibt;  Hoiuc  cannot  pas:»  /Am  bill, 
It  ts  however*  1  adont,  u  different  c|i;c!»lioii,  whether  the 
IIousc  fhould  read  the  bill  n  ^cond  time,  and  resolve  ilaclf 
into  a  commiuee,  to  modify,  alter,  and  amend  it  I  To  com- 
milting  ttie  btti  I  object,  not  only  becauHu  I  am  avcr=tc  to 
the  pnncjplc  of  the  bill,  but  bccait^c  I  cnnnot  admit  that  we 
arc  in  a  committee,  un<ier  colour  of  modifying,  amcndiu^  and 
allernig,  to  propose  oikI  enoetf  (for  auch  mu^t  be  the  case,) 
»omc  moanurc  in  cfleet  entirety  new;  this  I  think  in  utl 
CAseii  objectionable, — and  with  reference  tt>  the  provent  im- 
portant aubjeetT  peculiarly  objeclionablc,  upon  the  principles 
upon  which  t  have  zilwAys  voted  uj^ain^t  goin^  into  com- 
mitteea  respecting  lE,  beftirc  specific  incaaurcs  be  propoued  aa 
tliOM:  wK>cb  arc  to  be  adopted. 

If  it  con  be  suppo£e<l  that  thiH  bill,  if  the  House  went  into 
a  committee*  could  be  reported  upon  witiiott  ver>  material 
variation,  deacroying,  in  a  great  mcabure,  if  I  inciy  so  expreas 
myself*  it»  idtntityj  the  Roman  Catholic  would  knoir  what 
he  haa  to  hope  for,  and  the  Protestant  what  he  baa  to 
dread.  Butj  in  my  judgment,  any  bill  or  mea^iure  which 
coiild  come  out  of  a  committee,  must  be  alto^etber  different 
from  that  which  the  House,  if  It  read  Mht  bill  a  second  time, 
FFOuld  propow  to  cot^imitt  and  thcrcfoiCi  the  further  pro- 
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a  question  eo  important,  1  cannot  bo  alto^tLci*  eilent;  and  1 
am  unwilling  to  postpone  asking  for  your  lordahips*  attention, 
tilt  that  perbd  when  fatigue  nii^ht  (JUablo  me  from  giving 
my  own  attention  sufficiently  to  the  subjecl  of  debate.  The 
question  upon  wliicli  the  House  is  to  decide,  ia,  wbctbcr  tbe 
bill  should  be  read  a  second  time  ?  I  aiu  ready  to  Uky  iXuxi  it 
ought  to  1>G  read  a  second  time  if  tbe  Hvums  approve:!  its 
pnnciplc^  and  if  the  imperfcctiona  in  its  cnnctnicnti  veto 
aucK  as  admitting  of  amendments  and  niojificationn,  the  bill 
-amended  and  modified  miglkt,  after  a\\,  in  sonic  &cnsc  be 
conaidei'ed  as  a  hill  somewhat  alike  to  that  which  the  Com* 
mons  had  eent  up-  But,  making  this  ailmb&ion,  1  canitot 
bring  my»elf  to  consent  to  the  second  reading  of  this  bilk 

My  Lords, — I  have  heard  with  regret  the  observations  of  ' 
the  noble  earl  (Donouglunorc),  with  respect  to  oiy  con- 
duct, and  tbut  of  unotbei  noble  lord  (Liverpool),  when  the 
fiist  reading  of  thi:»  bill  v/o-^  proposed-  Di»re»pect  to  the  j 
mover  of  tliia  bill,  I  altogether  diaclaiul.  It  i^  also  a  niifitoke 
on  the  part  of  tbe  noble  mover  to  suppose  tliat  the  bill  hod 
been  represented  by  tne,  or  the  other  noble  lord  (Liverpool), 
as  altogether  unworthy  of  any  cuni^ide ration.  What  the  bill 
has  for  its  genu lal  object  has  been  undei  coti^idemtion  for 
nearly  twenty  years.  What  the  parlicuUr  provisions  of  this 
bill  are,  have>  by  I'lunour  and  leportj  and  the  voles  upon  the 
table,  bt^eii  t^o  tkoraughly  uiiderscooJ  before  it  was  read  a 
first  time,  that  it  is  difficult  to  ^juppocie^  that  in  the  progress 
of  such  B  bill,  if  it  is  to  proceed  further,  any  nrw  light  can 
be  thrown  upun  the  subject  of  it.  With  respect  to  myself 
alw,  I  tru«t  tliut  I  may  stitnd  in  ftomc  measure  excused  for 
an  e&rly  and  prompt  interposition  agaliiiat  a  measure,  which, 
whilst  it  »eeni?<  to  un]>o£c  upon  a  loril  chaiicellor,  who  under 
the  bill  may  be  the  only  lay  M.'rvunL  of  tlie  crown  in  Great 
Britain  necesHirily  a  Protest&iit,  the  peculiar  duly  of  watchiug 
over  Protestaot  interests,  ap|>eard  to  roc  aeocs^arily  and  ob- 
viously to  bring  all  tho^e  interests  into  extreme  periK 

The  noble  earl  (Durnley>who  spoke  last,  declared  hi« 
conviction,  that  thix  measure,  vt  oi>c  of  the  aatne  character, 
Diust  Huoucr  or  kttcr  be  utrrkd.     It  may  be  «o,  but  I  ahull. 
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of  wMcli  I  have  subscribed,  after  serious  conskteration,  when 
I  attained  more  muttirc  years ;  and  tliviw  arc  the  priociptea 
to  whicli  I  Adhere,  and  which  t  will  maintain  and  act  up  to, 
to  tlic  ]itte>»t  monieiic  of  niy  exitUcncc,  whatever  tnay  b<.<  my 
'  ^lUAliOD  of  life— So  h(i[i  ine  God  * 


SPEECH 

or 
r  ERNEST  AUGUSTUS,  DUKEOF  ClMBIiHlANa 


When  ibc  lEonian  Catholic  Petition  iv:tH  pn-ite-nt^il  in  iho  Mon«f  of 
l^tda,  May  lOtJi,  380^,  hia  Koyal  VligfmcM  I^ukl^t  Auoiistubi 
Drxft  or  OvMnr-KL^KH,  dflivcred  llie  IoUohihk  oonciiM-,  b4it  tiuty 
Proteaitiint  addrr«s,  contjuoiiig  a  briirf  |t4»rtnut  of  tlic  nioiJvirs 
whldt  aciuated  our  conatilutioikai  Jiarc^ttorH  m  *i-Uviii^^  Uie 
Bhlmsu'KX  pAmLY  to  MriclJ  tUc  reg^l  »ceplrc  o'vr  thin  rt-ulm,  nn\ 
tlucidMing  t1u>  |tri»d|iU9  ulticb  innnoriiklij^c  thr  nKmiKyof  Vttiiuua 
inigiiaiiiniouiL  im-iitbcTiL  of  di»  illuHuiouji  li&L-agir, 


:Mv  LoKi>s> — After  the  very  able  manner  in  which  ray  nobbi 
(rioad*  has  irx|>lained  to  this  Uoune  the  rcauoii^,  whichj  1 
tniBlr  will  imlucc  your  lonUhips  to  reject  the  proposal  of  the 
nubic  lord,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  mo  Iq  enter  diSuncly 
into  thlti  que&tioi).  But,  when  1  reflect  on  what  were  ihc 
Icircumiitaucoi  whieh  brought  our  family  to  the  tlirone,  und 
'wlien  T  consiilcr  what  is  the  object  uf  the  petition  on  your 
tiiblea  it  t»  tm^QHi'Mc  for  mc  to  reaioin  totally  stlcnt. 

Withre«][>cct,  my  lords,  to  ihecircumsiances  which  brought 
our  fjuiiily  to  the  Brilieh  throne,  your  lonlships  woU  ktiow 
that  they  origmatcd  in  the  Revolution.  Tlie  great  object  of 
that  revoluliou  wna  to  secure  the  religion  And  libertiea  of 
thcac  realms*  These  objects  wove  confirmod  by  the  ftct  of 
;n>cntj  by  tbo  declaration  of  right:^,  by  the  oath  of  tu~ 


•  Ij&rf  !I*wVcsbury,  nofr  Earl-of  Livefpeoh 


A  queetion  bo  important,  I  cannot  be  altogether  silent^  and  I 
am  unwilling  to  postpone  asking  for  your  lordships'  attention) 
tUl  that  perio<l  when  fatigue  might  disRbIc  me  from  givuitf 
my  own  attention  sufticlendy  to  the  subject  of  debate.  Tlic 
(jue^tliofi  upon  whicU  iho  Houso  is  to  decide,  is,  whether  the 
bill  tihould  be  read  a  second  time  ?  1  am  ready  to  say  that  it 
ought  to  be  reful  a  second  time  if  the  House  approvtf«  its 
principle,  and  if  the  imperTectiotij  in  itn  eu^ictnientd  wtre 
such  as  admitting  of  amendments  vnd  modific^Ltions,  the  biU 
•  amended  attd  modified  might,  after  all,  in  sonic  aonso  b6 
considered  aa  a  bill  somewhat  alike  to  that  which  tbo  Cont* 
mone  bud  ^ent  up-  But,  making  this  admissioit^  I  cannc^^ 
bring  myself  to  consent  to  the  second  reading  of  thi^  bilh     w^t 

My  I^erdij. — 1  have  heard  with  regret  the  observations  of 
iho  noble  carl  (Donoughmore),  with  respect  to  mj 
duct,  aud  that  of  another  noble  lord  (Livcipool),  when 
iirflt  reading  of  this  bill  was  proposed.  Difsrcspcct  to 
mover  of  this  bill,  I  allogclhcr  di&cluini.  It  is  aUo  a  mist 
on  the  part  of  the  noble  mover  to  suppose  that  the  bill  had  i 
been  represented  by  mc^  or  the  otlier  noble  lord  (LivcqiooQ^f 
as  altogether  unworthy  of  any  conalderationH  ^^^lat  the  Ix!^^ 
has  for  Its  gener&l  object  has  been  under  coDsideration  for 
nearly  twenty  ycara.  M'hat  the  particular  provisions  of  this 
hill  arc,  have,  by  rumour  and  report,  and  the  votes  upon  the 
tabic,  beeik  so  therougldy  understood  before  it  wa£  read  a 
iirst  tiinc^  that  it  is  diflicult  to  suppose,  tbat  in  the  progress 
of  auch  A  bill,  if  it  Is  to  proceed  further,  any  new  light  can 
be  thrown  upon  the  ftubject  of  it.  With  reapccC  to  iny»elf 
a1»0f  I  trust  thnt  I  may  stand  in  aome  mcoLmrc  excused  for 
an  early  and  prompt  intcrpoailion  against  n  measure,  wbich^ 
whilnt  it  sccuia  to  impose  upon  a  lord  chancellor^  who  under 
the  bill  ma^  be  the  only  lay  servant  of  the  croirn  in  GreM 
Britain  necessarily  a  Protestanl,  the  peculiar  duty  of  watchititf 
over  Protestant  interests,  appears  to  mc  ncccsvanly  and  ol 
viously  to  bring  all  tho»c  intereftle  into  extreme  pcrih 

The  noble  carl  (Darnley)wbo  spoke  laal,  d^ared  his 
conviction,  that  thi«i  measure,  or  one  of  ihe  aame  charoctcr, 
must  sooner  or  later  be  currtcdi     It  may  be  ao,  but  1  i<balJ,. 


Krcvrr  bok.  iord  elook. 


wvoHbelcs^,  fool  il  to  be  my  <luty,  u  niU<b«d  to  civil  Ubovtj 

El  to  rdigious  liberty,  {b««i  prot«cC«(l  by  tli«  i^rot^itaBt 
EaMuhtnent  In  thin  country  cono^ctUifc  ^  CliurcH  E»u- 
linsbnient  with  mn  coli^btonKl  and  hbural  lolrrHlioD,)  to 
tppoee  tbe  uilroiltiction  and  progri»»  of  every  nicL  iiMuure 
u  ibc  prvftcatj  through  CYtl  r«port  an«l  good  rvpori,  mm  long 
If  opposition  to  it  con  be  ofiereJ-  IT  the  majority  of  tho 
Hovwc  should  lit  ftny  tii&c  iin«ny  ili.Homiiii«  ihni  my  t^iniotis 
Wt  been  fouDdcd  in  crrcr,  I  nIioII  at  ]tA%i  erjo;  the  aatin- 
factioii,  whidt  will  resuk  from  a  conviction  thut  1  haw  not 
vUUagly  erred,  and  thut  1  huvv  inoa  vnxJoiuly  endeavoured 
to  avoid  error. 

My  Lords.— <I  now  eotne  to  the  i|uefltion.  Can  yotir  lord* 
ifatpa  pauii  i^is  Ull?  U  thia  bill  fit  to  be  adopted?  Are  tho 
aiACtDtcntJ<  of  'Au  bill  vuch  ftSi  the  llonw  cun  approve  of? 
1  tbtidc  I  amy  Assert  tiiot  the  1Ioi]«c  cannot  piw  iJ^U  biU* 
It  h  however,  t  adnit,  n  difTcrcni  question,  irliclbcr  tho 
House  tfhouI«l  rc.id  0\c  Ul)  a  becortd  ttinc.  and  resolve  Itwlf 
lAtO  A  committee,  lo  modify,  oitefi  und  umrud  ilF  To  coia- 
nuttlng  tbe  bill  I  object,  not  only  becjiusc  I  am  Avorsc  to 
llic  priuctpte  uf  the  bUI,  but  beCAUFvc  I  citanot  adiuil  cliat  mc 
arc  in  A  committee,  under  colour  ofmodirj  ing,  atmnding  and 
■illeiinj^  to  propose  nnd  enact,  (for  fucb  muit  be  the  co^c*) 
Kime  uiea&ure  in  cftcc:  enlirely  newi  thi»  I  tbink  in  all 
CiMcH  obpeclioiuble.— and  "illi  refi^rcuce  to  ilic  |)rG»eut  Jm* 
|kortunt  subject,  peculiarly  objcctJoiiable,  upon  the  prindplc^ 
upon  which  1  have  alirav.n  voted  u^AinBt  ^'oiog  jiito  cotii- 
luitieet*  i'e»peeting  it,  before  s]>ccific  menvures  be  pro[HJ9ed  as 
thoite  vhkh  are  to  be  adopted. 

If  it  con  be  auppoaed  thut  thid  biU,  if  the  House  went  inlo 
■J  comiuittce,  could  be  reported  upon  without  very  uialcml 
toriution,  dcstroymg,  in  a  great  measure,  if  1  may  bo  c\prt;»tf 
myself,  itr»  identity,  the  Roman  Catholic  would  Liiow  what 
be  hw»  to  hope  for,  and  the  Froteatuiit  whit  he  luis  to 
Hread.  But,  in  my  judgtnetit,  itny  \n\\  or  ine4«iire  whic^i 
;ould  come  out  of  u  commit (ee,  inii»t  l>p  altogether  different 
From  thnt  which  the  IIouac,  if  it  i^^d  i^  bill  a  MrioDil  time, 
IV0uld  prupoac  to  euLumit^  uiid  thercibit^,  ihe  further  pro* 
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u  question  BO  important,  I  uannoi  be  altogether  evlcnt;  imd 
nm  unwilling  to  postpone  asking  for  yont  lordships'  ^ttcntiorti 
till  tUat  period  when  fatigue  might  disable  mc  from  giving 
my  own  attention  suiHciGntly  to  tbe  subject  of  debate.     Ti 
(juc!»tion  upon  wliicli  the  House  is  to  decide,  b,  wlieclier  the 
bill  should  be  read  a  second  time  ?    I  Am  ready  to  any  that  it 
ought  to  bo  rcjtd  a  seeond  time  if  the  House  approves  lU 
principle,  and  if  the  iin|»crftcUona  in  ila  cnactraento  wcne 
such  A3  admitting  of  amendments  and  modiBcation^,  the  bt 
'amended  and  modified  migbt,  aUcv  all,  in  some  sense 
considered  a^  a  bill  »omevrhat  alike  to  that  which  tbe  Coi 
mon9  bad  «cnt  up.     But,  matting  tJiis  admisaioftj  1  cannoi 
bring  myself  to  con:Knt  to  the  aecond  reading  of  tbis  bill. 

My  ItfOrda. — I  have  heard  witli  regret  the  obscrvntions  of 
iho  noble  earl  ^Donoughmorc),  vith  respect  to  my  coit-^^ 
duct,  and  tl»t  of  dnother  noble  loid  (Liverpool),  when  thci^^ 
first  reading  of  this  bill  was  proposed.  Disrespect  to  the 
mover  of  this  bill,  I  altogether  disckinl*  It  is  also  a  mistake 
on  the  part  of  the  noble  mover  to  £uppoK  that  tbe  bill  hiid 
be«a  represented  by  me,  or  the  otlier  noble  lord  (Lirerpool)i 
as  altogether  unworthy  of  an)  consideration.  What  the  bill 
has  for  its  general  object  has  been  under  con^ideratioa  for 
nearly  twenty  >care.  What  the  particular  iirovisloim  uf  thiv 
hill  are,  liave,  h)'  i-umour  and  report>  and  thi?  votes  upon  the 
tabic,  beni  »o  thoroughly  under^tood  btfore  it  ftos  read  a 
first  timci  tlut  it  is  diflicult  to  suppovc>  that  in  the  progress 
of  »ach  a  bill,  if  it  i^  to  proeec«l  further,  auy  new  light  c 
be  thrown  upon  the  subject  of  it.  \\'itli  respect  to  mys< 
alao>  1  trust  thst  I  may  stand  ia  some  measure  cxcumtJ  A 
an  early  and  pvoinpt  interposition  against  a  nKasurc,  whi 
whilst  it  »eciiis  to  iin^iose  upon  a  lonl  cliaiicellor,  who  undi 
tlie  biU  ma^  he  the  only  lay  Mrrant  of  the  crown  iu  G, 
Britain  nnje^sarily  a  Protestant,  the  peculiar  duty  of  watching 
over  IVotestaot  interests,  apiiears  lo  tnc  neceaAarily  and  ol 
vloy»l>  to  \>nng  all  those  lutcresU  into  extreme  peril. 

The  tkohle  earl  (1>arnte}>  who  spoke  laxt,  declared  hb 
convlcctoih  that  ibit*  measure,  or  one  of  the  some  cltaraclcr, 
mu«l  sooner  or  later  l>e  carried^     It  laay  be  so,  but  1  a, 
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L  nevertlteke9f  fcol  it  Co  bo  tny  daxy,  as  AlU<:liod  U»  civil  Ubert/ 
HJid  Co  reliKioui  liberty^  (bc?t  protcctcil  b^*  the  Protostanl 
l£siabli»luxM»]t  in  iLiii  coutitry  connecting  it9  Church  EsUi- 
jblishmimt  with  an  onli^tbtooed  aani  liberal  toletuUon,]  to 
Lopp<wo  tb«  ifliroduction  u>U  progress  of  every  6uc1i  measure 
las  tbe  prc5CEit,  through  evil  report  and  good  rc|>ort,  as  k>n^ 
[as  oppoAition  to  it  con  be  offered.  If  the  majority  of  tlie 
IHouac  should  nt  any  lin>c  flnftlly  dctcnuinc  that  my  o|>inio»t 
I  have  bteti  rounded  in  error,  1  shall  at  least  enjoy  the  sAti«- 
l  faction,  wbicli  vritl  rcault  from  a  conviction  thtit  I  hftvc  not 
(  frilluagly  cfrcd^  and  that  1  have  laoat  oaxiou^y  cttdcavoured 
I  to  Avoid  error* 

''  My  Lords, — I  now  conw  to  the  <tijcBt»on.  Can  your  lofd- 
Isbipt  pa»j»Mc#  bill?  U  (bis  bill  fit  to  be  adopted?  Arc  the 
cbACtmcnu  of  tkh  bill  such  aa  tlic  House  c^n  approve  of! 
1  think  I  nuiy  a£3<crt  that  the  Ilouthe  cojiuot  \nAai  i/iiw  bill. 
It  ia  however,  I  admit,  a  dlfierent  queationt  whether  llw 
House  should  read  the  bill  a  ?«cond  tiaic^  and  resolve  itself 
into  n  conunittcc,  to  inodifyi  alter,  and  Auicnd  it?  To  couk- 
niiltiEig  the  bill  I  objet:t,  tiot  only  because  I  am  averse  Co 
the  |irinct)tle  of  [he  hill,  but  bccnuM^  1  c^iin^jt  aJmk  that  we 
irc  in  CI  couuaittee,  under  colour  of  modifj^ingi  anicndio^  and 
Altering  to  |]iupu9ie  und  euacl^  (for  such  must  be  the  case,) 
fonie  itMrasure  in  effect  entirely  new;  thia  I  think  in  all 
coaca  objcctionfible, — Mii  with  reference  to  the  pre^t-nt  im* 
porCiuit  subject^  peculiarly  objectionable,  upon  the  principle* 
upou  which  1  have  always  voted  again.-«t  going  into  com- 
inittvoA  rcbpectiui;  it,  befuro  ajjccific  measures  be  proposed  as 
those  which  are  to  be  adopted. 

Ifit  can  be  nuppo-ted  that  this  bill,  if  the  Hoiivc  went  into 
a  committee,  could  he  reported  upon  without  ^cty  ujaterial 
variatlont  destroying,  in  a  great  iiica«urGv  if  I  may  so  expresa 
myaelf,  it«  idciuityi  the  Roman  Catholic  would  kjiow  nrhal 
he  hna  to  hope  for,  atid  the  Froleataut  what  he  Uas  to 
dread.  But,  in  tny  judgment,  any  bill  ur  tueAHuro  which 
CQidd  eonie  out  of  n  commitlee,  must  be  nltogetliei'  different 
from  that  n  hieh  the  Houdc,  if  it  ixrad  Mm  bill  a  second  timc^ 
Kould  prupuae  to  cuiuuiit ;  and  tJicteloiCv  lUc  further  pro- 


10 


fPECCfl  OP  THE 


i 


ceeilirig  on  this  hill  nppcars  to  tnc  its  objectionable  as  fori 
Diotion&f  always  rtjcctcd  by  this  Houae,  were,  wlien,  vritboi 
tb^  introduction  of  billa,  tlie  House  was  movei)  to  form  co: 
mitteea  to  consider  generally  whnt  measures  might  be  intro- 
tluced;    motions  which,  if  adoptcij,    vrould    probably  hav« 
rui^eil  expectations  iu  the  minds  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
which  couM  not  be  graliliec),  and  have  created  aUrms  Jn  the 
minds  of  the  Protestants,  which  the  legiilature  ought  not  to 
excite. 

The  noble  lord  (Darnlej)  who  spoke  last,  enumerated  t 
Danie:^  of  maiiy  illustrious  men,  existing  in  our  time,  thou 
now  no  more,  who  had  been  advocates  for  some  mea'-^UlCA 
emanoIpaCioit,  and,  luuongst  others,  the  illu^lrious  imiiH!  of 
Pitt  i  and  the  noble  lord  who  has  moved  the  second  reading 
of  Lhe  bill  has  been  pleased  to  i-epresent  those  who  liare 
opposed    these    measures,    as    constantly    changing     tbrir 
ground; — a   charge    which    may,  with   much   justice,    be 
stated  as  clearly  obaeivahle    in  the  conduct  of  those  who 
have  advocated  the  measures-     No  man  living  hud  a  inorc 
anectionalu  regard   for  Mr.  Pitt,  or  ever  held  in  higher 
icneialioii  the  virtues,  tlie  talents,  Jind  wisdom  of  th«t  gresit 
man,  whose  name  will  be  held  in  everl^t^ting  renietrbrance. 
lit  common  with  my  country,  I  owe  to  that  great  aiutr^man 
(be   bigbet^t  obligations; — the  debt  of  grntiludc,  which 
individually  owe  to  him  is  also  birge.     I  feci  it,  however, 
be  my  unbending  duty  not  to  surrender  my  own  opioioi 
unless  1  can  be  »/itistlcd  thiit  that  surrender  can  be  T^ifcly 
mude.     If,  af\er  the  union  wiih  Ireland,  (hut  great  man  ba< 
been  iibic  to  satisfy  me,  that  ample  securities  could  be  o 
lahted  for  the  Protestants,  whiUt  concessions  weie  made 
the  Roman  Catholics,  I  would  have  iteconJed  all  liis  pur- 
povci^  respecting  concej^nonai. 

My  Lords. — Tliat  securities  were  necessary,  Mr.  Pitt  hjid 
always  admitted  i    that  ihey  were  necessary  to  teeure  tlw 
Pnjteslant  interest,  ainl  to  quiet  aW  the  fearv  of  the  Pro-      . 
teatant  mind;  but  it  haid  iie>vr  yet  been  stated,  and  I  pro-^f 
sume,  chcrefore,  tlifft  no  mun  had    learnt  from   that  great^^ 
sutesuiaiL — for  ui;  own  part  I  never  could  learn— what  k* 
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ciiritle^  were  to  be  proposed^  aiid  tiow  die  Rouiaji  OlUioIic 
tntiul  ynt»  1u  be  coutiliati-d,  and  die  ProteiUAnt  mind  at  the 
same  time  diverted  uf  lU  npprclicnKions.  That  ^eat  ma» 
now  lies  buried  in  tb€  ticpulcbres  of  mortality;  but  ihew  in 
spared  to  u&  and  the  country  a  noble  barou  (Oren^illc) 
ttittbig  near  me,  a  friend  to  cuiices^ionsi  to  tbc  Romuii 
Catholics, —  1  wincvrcly  believe  n  frii-iKl  to  the  Estubli^hed 
Cburdi ;  a  noble  baton,  Ut  H-hom,  notwithstanding  all  dif- 
ferences of  opinions  between  n^,  I  tiavu  ever  looked  up,  nnd 
now  regard  with  the  hi^heal  reii|)ecl  and  reverence,  and 
who  al3o,  I  bare  always  undentood,  b»»  contidcred  secu- 
rities us  C4»cntial  and  ntfovvsary,  tf  conccssiona  wore  to  be 
made. 

Vfe  know  not*  in^  lordtJ,  now,  wLat  aeeuritiei  it  wan  tlie 
purpose  of  Mr.  Pitl  to  reiguire.  We  do  know  that,  in  tho 
courM;  of  the  ninny  yeant  which  havo  now  elapsed  sir>ce 
what  lA  called  Roman  Catliobc  emancipation  has  been  con* 
temptated,  no  man  fani>  yet  found  out  what  ^^CLiriiiet  he 
could  ]iro]iuw  on  the  part  of  the  ProU'^iant.s  which  tho 
Koioan  Catholics  would  give,  an  the  price  ofwhat  they  were 
to  receive.  And  what  is  the  state  of  msiiers  now  ?  Tbac 
tke  House  has  before  i:  a  bill,  propo^in^  conccHHions  ahnojiC 
unlimited ;  but  with  snctirltles,  the  only  jtecuritieH,  I  ptcsmne, 
which  the  w]s<Tani  of  tho^r  who  have  intniducod  this  bill 
could,  after  meditation  for  twenty  ytMrj^^  sugi^est,  quite  iti- 
efTicacions,  tf  enacted;  which  the  Roman  Catholics  will  not 
only  withhold,  but  which  they  deem  It  ntatter  of  gross  In- 
sult to  have  had  it  proposed  to  them  to  give. 

T'be  bill,  ui  Its  prcnmblo,  my  lords,  represents  the  Pro* 
tostant  succession  to  the  crown,  by  ihc  act  for  further  Umi- 
tfltion  of  itf  to  be  estaMished  permanentiy  ami  invhtabl^: 
and  the  united  Church  of  England  and  IrelanU,  and  that  of 
Scotland,  to  be  severally  c^^tablJshLHl  ptrmancntljj  and  in* 
tioiaOfif*  Thai  after  due  consideration  ^where  had,  does 
not  appear,}  of  the  situation,  dispositions,  and  conduct  of 
tus  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  imbjects  (i.  e.  his  Majesty's 
subjects  prolessing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion),  it  ;ippear^ 
fitting  to  extend  to  them  the  enjoyment  of  the  cstabliUied 
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conHitution,  thereby  putting  an  end  lo  religious  jc&ioustes, 
comoliduting  the  Union,  and  Lmittng  and  knitting  together 
tl»c  heart*  of  aii  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  one  »ml  tJic  same 
interest.  And  then  it  reciiee  that,  by  divert  nct^  of  parliA- 
ment,  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  supretnucy,  and  abjuration, 
thcrem  provided,  are  required  to  be  taken  for  certain  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned. 

It  ,then,  my  lords,  states  the  terms  of  the  oath  of  supre- 
nmcy, — tJiat  the  Roman  Catholics  arc  ready  to  take  the  oath* 
of  allegiance  and  abjuration^  in  common  w^ith  h\s  Majc:&ty'» 
other  subjects;  but,  ihat  they  entertain  certain  n^cruple^r 
«ith  respect  lo  the  oath  of  supremacy,  inasmuch  as  they  aji- 
preliend  that  the  liume  might  be  construod  to  import  a  dis^ 
clainker  of  the  spiritual  authority,  which  ihcy  ascribe  lo  the 
Pojw  or  Church  of  Rome,  in  matters  of  religious  belief. 
And  then  it  emicts,  tliat  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  in  all 
cases,  where  the  oath  of  supremacy  i«  now  by  the  law  re- 
quired to  he  taken,  as  a  qiialiricncion  for  the  holding  or  en* 
joying  any  civil  right,  oflice,  or  franchi^ei  In  lieu  and  place 
thereof,  to  make,  take,  and  subscribe,  tlie  outli  therein 
following.  This  oath  contains  n  declumtion  agaicst  foreign 
jurizfdktioti  ''that  in  any  manner  conflicts  or  interferes  with 
the  duty  of  full  and  undivided  allegiance,  due  to  hijt  Afajesty 
from  all  his  subject^;,  or  with  tlie  civil  duty  aiul  obedience, 
which  i»  due  to  his  courts,  ecclesiastical  and  ctvil,  in 
mattcrn  concerning  the  legal  rights  of  bis  subjects  or  any 
tbcm.*'  The  act  tlien  proceeds  to  repeal  all  the  acts  re< 
quiring  thi^  declaration  agaitiNt  transubstanliation,  aa  rehuing 
solely  lo  matters  "of  spiritual  and  religious  beWf,  which  do  ^ 
not  in  any  wise  affect  or  interfere  with  the  allegiance  or  civfl/^M 
duty  of  Im  Majesty's  subjects."  The  act  then  contains  a  ^^ 
proviso,  that  it  »ha]l  not  alter  the  hivi;  relative  to  the  luc- 
ciession  of  the  crown  in  the  Protectant  line,  or  n-spccting  thej^f 
marriages  of  the  royal  family,  or  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  It  ^^ 
then  proceeds  to  eauaierate  excepted  cases,  to  regulate  pre- 
senutioiu  loehurcliea;  and  to  make  it  uiduvful  for  Ron 
Catholics  to  advise  as  lo  ofliccs  or  preferments  in  the  Churchij 
of .  tjigland  and  liclandr  or  thai  of  £»coUand.     It  requirei 
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tbe  pcrsoni;  holding  the  great  seals  of  Great  BHiain  and 
IreUnid  respectively^  and  tl>e  lord  lieutenant  and  cliicf 
iffovernom  of  Ireland,  to  be  Protenants— <li!fijibl«*  Roman 
p6fct]iolics  to  vote  \\t  pnriHli  vestries^  and  provides  in  vliae 
courts  tbe  ofiths  of  allegiance,  nbjuration,  and  the  oath 
ord^ned  by  this  statule^  shall  be  takenn 

Sitcb,  my  )ord«,  arc  the  provisions  of  the  billj  or  rather  of 
that  port  of  it  which  does  not  imtnediately  apply  lo  whftt  ia 
to  be  required  of  person*  exercising  eccli^sbsliad  functions^ 
professing  iltr  Koniun  OitTudic  religion,  and  what  is  to  be 
enacted  as  to  bulls,  di^^pcnsations,  and  other  instruments 
coming  from  the  Sec  of  Home.  Wilh  res|*ecl  to  Buch  pJiri* 
of  the  bill,  as  do  so  apply,  litUc  has  been  »aid  in  dcbatCi 
Whether  ilie  Rotnim  CalhoUcft  do  or  do  not  object  to  them, 
much  of  objection  tn  tlu^m  most  ri-asomibly  mny  be  urged; 
but  probably  the  whole  of  this  part  of  the  l>il1  has  beer  found 
so  unpalatable  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  that  litde  ha<l  been 
fitated  in  debate  respecting  ihem — little  but  general  ex* 
pre^tons— or  tliat  they  tiray  be  altered  in  the  committee, 
with  no  very  iilight  intimation,  that,  at  last,  we  might  snfely 
act  0*  to  the  l'rote!*tunt  intcrerts,  without  any  Aecuritics  at  aU 
to  be  given  by  the  Roman  Catholics.  And  here;  I  state  that 
1  ant  ready  to  admit  tliat  securitieit  ought  not  to  be  required^ 
if  there  i>  a  well-rounded  opinion  thnt  concessionn  can  b? 
made  without  dan;{or ; — an  opinion  to  which  1  cannot  agree, 
and  which,  until  this  period,  seems  not  to  hnve  been  avowed, 
if  entertained  hy  anybody. 

MyLordjf.-'lnall  tlic  Jebalcfn  upon  thiAVubjertJC  has  been 
I  eonndered  as  wandering  out  of  our  line  of  duty,  to  consider 
these  raea»nrcR  in  whnt  in  called  the  religious  view  of  them. 
Cdncession  has,  as  to  this,  been  too  largely  made.  A  right 
reverend  prclatt^  (Norwich),  in  the  preceding  evetjing,  pro- 
mulgated principles  rc«pccting  the  Church  of  Christ,  upon 
which  the  legislature  could  not  act  with  respect  to  any 
church,  which,  as  a  church  of  this  world,  is  an  Established 
Church,  I  have  always  felt  that  it  is  one  of  my  first  duties 
to  maintain  tlie  established  religion  of  the  country,  Fortti- 
tly  for  tlie  country,  it  has  adopted  the  purest  system  of 
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ChrUtian  faith  In  its  estaUbslicd   rcligioa;    bv  connecting  j 
witli  the  lnwa  wliicli  established  ks  cliurch,   l&ws  securing'^ 
41  Jiberul  uiid  eiilightenetl  tulerutiiiij,  a&  to  iboiie  who  dJsttcnt 
from  iU  church— it  has  probably  pWed  upon  the  bi:«t  and 
surest  foundations  the  civW  and  religious  UbGrtieii  of  all  wh«^ 
live  in  the  kin^om. 

But,  niy  lords,  we  are  told  that  all  this  i«  vrong,  and  that 
we  should  allow  every  body  of  Christians  to  take  its  chancfii 
in  the  world.     I  am  of  a  different  opinion.     I  ahall  tiv<*r  | 
assert  that  an  established  religion  U  a  gre;it  benefit  to  a  pco-*  ] 
pie — that  the  object  of  such  an  establishment  is  not  to  make  i 
the  church  political,  but  to  mnlic  the  state  religious.     Such 
js  my  firm  persuasion — a  persuasion  so  strongly  entertaineOt 
that  I  would  much  rather  see  a  less  pure  system  of  Cliristiftn 
faith  establislied,  with  a  liberal  and  enlightened  toleration  of  | 
those  who  difler  from  ic,  under  which  Coleration  we  who  adhere 
to  tlie  doctrines  of  our  present  Established  Church  might  en-  J 
joy  shelter  and  security  without  pow^r^  politicul  power,  than 
t«  see  this  country  without  an  Established  Church.    Such,  I 
say,  must  also  have  been  the  sentiments  of  all  those  great 
men  who  had  concurred  in  establi^hmg,  and  repeatedly  re* 
fusing  to  shake,  the  provisions  of  the  Corporation  and  Test 
Acts,   which,  according  to  Blackstone,   ''secure  both  our 
civil  ani  religioiis  hberties:"  among  the  latter  of  whom  are 
to  be  numbered  Mr.  Pitt  and  others,  who  have  at  di^erent 
times  meditated  and  proposed  the  repeal  of  the  laws  rej^pect- 
ing  Roman  Catholics. 

My  Lords. — It  appears  at  first  sight  unaccounuble  Jiov  it 
should  happen,  that  those  who  brought  forward  the  present 
measure,  a  measure  which  thoy  annDunced  **B6  putting  an 
end  to  all  je»lou»i^J^»  as  uniting  and  knitting  together  the 
hearts  of  all  his  Majesty  s  subjects  in  one  and  the  s<inic  in* 
teresi/  hare  not  bestowed  the  benefit  of  one  single  enact- 
ment upon  their  Protectant  dissenting  brethren.  When  the 
constitution  wa«  s^tkd  ut  the  lime  of  the  Involution— a 
settleinent  now  about  to  be  shaken— the  Church  Kstnbliab- 
mt^nl  was  secured ;  the  Toleration  Act  passed  at  the  same 
time,  in  Givour  of  those  Protcitutnls  who  could  not  Juiherc  to 


RIGHT  HOK.  LOED  ELDON. 


15 


tht»  Cliurch  KatAblUhtDcnt— the  membcrc  of  both  were 
lhotj;^tit  to  have  cuntributcil  Lo  the  overthrow  of  Poporj 
and  Tyranny.  The  prewMit  mcaaurc  relieves  the  Homnn 
C&tholicit  from  tlt«iibilitic«,  from  wbicb  it  ntm*  not,  in  iiny 
maivnor  or  d<T^4^r-,  to  r«tiovc  our  Pr^Etv^t^nt  bri^chrcn.  Caii 
this  bo  right?  Con  tb<^  Icgisbturc  think  of  doinjj  ihtal 
No^nor  cim  it  he  »o  inton<led.  If  you  a^ree,  my  lordtt,  to 
this  bi)t,  tho»v  who  bring  it  before  you  tor  udoptioiir  well 
know — cniinot  but  itnowT  tbat  you  must  re|>e«l — that  you 
I  cannot  refuse  Co  rDprvl,  'bc!  Corporution  und  Test  Acts  of 
I  J£nghind<  *llic}'  know  thie— it  bohovcs  the  Hou&o  not  to 
'  forget  it,  for  the  sake  of  tbe  Kstubli^hed  Church.  If  it  h 
fitting  And  jtifit  to  communieuti:  to  the  Ilomitn  Cntholics^  in 
the  metieuro  and  extent  proposed  by  tbU  bill,  **cbe  bcnc6U 
and  advaiitugcH  of  the  constitution  und  government  happily 
c-stablUhed  in  thi.t  kingdoat,*^  according  to  the  preamble,  it 
must  be  c|UaUy  fitting  And  juNt  with  respect  to  our  Prote^ 
tAnt  bn:thrcn.  It  should  not,  however^  be  forgotten,  that 
our  eonathutioii  ai^d  government,  a»  etttabbtihcd,  a  a  con- 
0titiittoo  and  govcninivnt,  which  doca  not  consider  political 
power  aa  one  of  '^  the  benefits  And  advantAges"  to  wbich 
all  sub)ectrt  are  €t|UAlly  entitled. 
I  My  Lortls.— 'Aa  it  is  fAshionable  in  this  House  to  rcfcir  to 
Bhickstone»  as  an  sutbor,  your  lorilHhr|)»  mny,  in  his  vtrorks, 
lind  the  giu'  -ld^  and  pritii:iplc^!i  upon  which  tbe  dlMtitiction, 
as  to  tho  gTA-.t  of  politicjil  power,  or  this  wttUlurlding  polili- 
c*d  power,  re^tsi  nntl  the  grounds  upon  wbichf  hoivcvct 
friendly  tbat  writer  was  to  tbe  icl^xatiuu  or  abolition  of  the 
jx-nn)  lawKBgAiiut  lioiitan  Calbolics  in  fjiven  eveutA,  he  hold* 
that]  "vbiUt  they  nckiiowhTdgr  ii  foTcigii  power  ^^upcrior  to 
llie  aovemgrity  of  tbis  kingdoin,  tbcy  eann;>t  complain^  if  the 
InwBof  tht  kingdom  wUlnui  extend  to  them  wbftt  it  has  done 
for  Protectant  dtsveuleia,  ur  eompbuvi  if  tlic  Iaws  of  the 
kinploni  will  i)ol  acknowledge  them  upon  tbe  fuotiitg  of 
good  stJbjcct«."  A  docliinc  equally  belJ  by  St^lden,  Locke, 
CIureiKloD.  Sotncrsr  und  otbera  of  the  grcatt^st  name  in  our 
liistory-  It  i»»uitl,  however,  thai  theydonotnowackiiowltsjge 
such  n  foreign  |H>ffuri  or,  uC  least,  if  they  Imve  lieretofore 
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acknowledged  «ucli  a  |>iftvrer,  they  will  uiteily,  or,  as  far  bs 
reason  canroijuircurilivin,  disavow  idljuni^tUctJun  now,  tli^t 
is  forei^Qf  if  ib^,  according  to  tbis  proposed  ocl,  ukc  Uk 
oailis  of  aUe^taiiceaod  objuration,  and  the  oaths  epedScd  In 
the  proposed  acu 

And  we  are  toltl,  my  lordv,  tbjit  tlie  ProtC5Unt  Huccefialoa 
to  the  Crown,  and  the  Cburcb  of  Eoglund  and  In^land*  and 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  are  already,  by  the  a€(9  mentioned 
in  tbis  bill,  pern^anently  und  inviolably  secured : — an  acknow- 
ledgment tbts,  ihai  they  ought  to  be  so  secured;  thnl  ibey 
nre  by  the  effect  of  these  acts  permanently  ttnd  tnvioL&bly 
estabbsheil  and  secured^  if  ibc  means  and  provisions  adopted 
by  these  acts  are  connniied  in  force  peruiaoendy  and  invio- 
ably,  may  be  granted.  But  If  ibe  means  and  providona 
oidabied  by  these  acts  are  destroyed  by  your  proposed  Itgi-*- 
lation,  and  nothing  i^  to  remain  of  tbeee  actii  but  declarations 
that  your  Constitution  in  Church  nnd  State  b  Protestant, 
you  have  nothing  better  thun  what  has  been  called  a  piper 
or  parchcnent  constitution. 

My  Lorda. — To  ascertain  the  effect  of  what  wc  arc  doin^^ 
it  is  necesaarj  to  see  what  we  are  undoing,  and  to  trace,  thero- 
fore,  in  some  measure  through  ouv  history,  what  the  supre* 
inacy  of  the  Crown,  and  the  allegiance  of  tiic  subject,  mean. 
With  respect  to  the  oath  of  allegiance,  Ihia  bill  proposes  no 
moddicalion  of  it.  There  are  many  statutes  respecting  the 
ofttliofalk^ginnce:  but  the  common  law  not  only  recognixes 
wh^itiscalleil  virtual  or  implied  allegiitnce,  but  aho  expre«M?d 
allegiance — that  ia»  allegiance  expressed  by  oath— the  com- 
mon law  oath  of  lideUty  and  allegijuice.  Allegiance  Is  un- 
divided allegiance.  The  common  law  and  Hie  statute  law 
look  to  tindtvidtd  allogiancc.  The  supretnacy  of  the  Crown 
is  an  indiiisihle  supremacy ;  the  aJIc^ance  due  to  tbe  Crown 
U  an  indivisible  allegian>ce.  ^H 

l';iAsing  over  that  long  and  eventful  period  of  our 
hiElory  previous  to  tbe  Ueformation^  in  which  the  Crown 
aiKl  its  subjects  were  so  often  involved  in  conte^ta  with  the 
rojK'  and  tbe  See  of  Home,  often  working  the  lU-gTAdation 
of  tbe  Crown  «*»*  wbmt6»ioii»  lomctimes 
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aseerting  in  those  struggles  the  honour  of  both,  and  exhibit- 
ing a  display  of  the  most  ardent  love  of  Uberty; — it  is  from 
the  comroencement  of  the  Reformation  down  to  the  present 
time,  that  we  must  look  more  especially  to  the  course  of 
events,  and  the  nature  of  our  laws,  with  reference  to  the  pre- 
sent rigbtsj  liberties,  and  duties  of  the  Crown  and  the  sub- 
jects in  matters,  civil,  ecolesiasticalj  and  spiritual.  It  is  there- 
fore, unnecessary  to  trouble  the  House  with  the  history  of 
all  that  passed  in  this  kingdom  from  about  the  time  of  Ed-' 
ward  III,  and  before,  to  the  period  of  the  Reformation, 
respecting  Papal  provisions  of  benefices,  the  purchasing  of 
benefices,  the  appeals  to  Rome,  pensions,  Peterpen'ce,  dispen- 
sations, bulls,  rescripts,  &c.  and  other  Papal  usurpations. 
The  supremacy  of^  the  Crown  bad  been  most  solemnly 
asserted  and  re-asserted  by  Henry  ^^IIL  and  Edward  VI. 
The  acts  passed  in  the  reigns  of  those  sovereigns,  it  would 
be  worthy  of  those  whom  I  address,  accurately  to  acquaint 
themselves  with.  Not  that  those  acts  were  the  foundations 
of  the  Crown's  supremacy  in  ecclesiastical  matters,  or  of  this 
doctrine  of  the  Church  of  England  respecting  it :  they  as- 
serted a  supremacy  inherent  in  the  Crown  according  to  the 
constitution — they  did  not  create  it,  and  I  am  mistaken  if  we 
had  not  an  Ecclesia  Anglicana,  with  the  King  its  supreme 
head,  before  the  Pope  of  Rome  could  be  said  to  have  endea- 
voured to  obtain  any  footing  in  thia-island. 

To  determine,  my  lords,  what  was  the  supremacyr  which 
the  Pope  did  claim  in  this  country,  it  may  be  important  to 
see  what  was  the  supremacy  which  was  claimed  for  and  on 
behalf  of  the  Pope.  I  wish  your  lordships  to  read  the  sta- 
tute of  the  1st  Philip  and  Mary,  cap.  8.  Few  have  read  it: 
but  a  more  humiliating,  a  more  degrading,  a  more  debasing 
national  record,  I  believe,  does  not  exist  in  the  annals  of  the 
world.  Observe  there,  how  many  acts  of  parUament  touch- 
ing temporal  Yights  are  repealed,  as  contrary  to  the  Pope's 
supremacy  acting  in  ordine  et  gpirituaUa ;  and  then  let  it  be 
determined  by  the  old  rules  of  construction  of  statutes,  by 
looking  at  others  in  pari  materia — by  the  cofUemporanea 
ewpoHtio ;— by  seebg  what  was  the  miEchief  contemplated, 
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and  the  remedy  jiropoacd — what  was  claimed  l>y  llie  Popt 
ns  belonging  to  hU  supvemjicy — and  whuC  Klt^aljeOi  in  Urn 
oath  uf  supremacy,  and  Jumes  I.  iit  his  uatlL  of  obedicnoCi 
meant  to  tli^ny  to  the  Pope,  mtd  to  assert »»  inhorcut  in  llieit 
cmwEis^  Let  it  he  so  detenniiicd  what  tUe  Pope  of  Wome 
d&uned^  if  represented  as  claliuiiig  only  a  spiritual  supremacy. 
These  fiire,  what  Lord  Hale  calU,  the  twu  etniiiciit  cMths  of 
supremacy  and  ohedieace,  observing,  "  tltnt  the  ccclc-siosucil 
supremacy  of  the  Crown  is  a  invst  uiH|Ue£t]onuhUr  right  of 
it, — Umi  tlie  Pujje  had  imidegreaL  usurpations  upon  it, — tiial 
the  statutes  rejoined  and  restored  it  to  tlie  Crovru, — tbat 
tiie  Papal  eticroacliincnlSf  yea,  even  in  muttL'rs  dtil,  uiulcv 
the  lf>os(?  pjeience  in  ordine  ci  ^^^irfVtjfl^'f?^  ha«l  obtained  a 
great  strengtli,  no twttha landing  the  security  the  Crown  Jiud 
h^  tbe  oatlis  of  fealty  and  allegiance.  So  that  Lh^re  was  a 
necessity  to  unrJvei.  these  usurpatioiis  by  auUitit tiling,  by 
authority  of  Parliament,  a  recognition  hy  oath  of  llie  King's 
supretnucy,  as  wdl  in  causes  ecclesifL^tical  as  civiL" 

^Vljen  Parliament  lo  the  oath  of  allegiance  added  this 
oath  of  supremacy^  there  could  be  no  necessity  of  further 
explaining  the  common  law  oatb  of  allegiance:  and  if  the 
pR'sent  oaili  of  supremacy  remains  tuialtered,  the  oaih  of 
allegiance  will  require  no  alteration  now.  But,  my  lord«,  if 
allegiance  means  nndiviilcd  allegiance  to  a  sovereign  Kupreroe 
head  in  Church  atnl  State,  ii  may  not  perhaps  be  otherwbe 
than  op(^D  to  much  doubts  wlicthcr  if,  for  the  sake  of  Uoiitan 
Catholics,  the  oath  of  supremacy  iaexpkined  by  stauiie,  the 
oath  of  allegiance  may  noE  also  rc<^uire  for  thcmexplanatioQ. 

It  aeons  to  tnc>  my  lords^  that  Locke,  writing  on  Tokra* 
lion,  thought,  if  liis  meaning  was  such  as  it  may  he  supposed' 
to  have  been,  that  ihc  Church  of  Home  can  have  no  right 
even  to  be  iotcrotcd  by  the  magistrate — *'  ua  constitutiKl  on 
such  a  bottom,  that  all  those,  wlui  enter  it,  ilcliver  themselras 
up  to  the  ttervicc  and  protection  of  anollicr  prince,  who  has 
power  to  persuade  the  members  of  his  churcit,  to  do  wbat- 
CTcr  he  livU,  eitlier  aa  purely  religious,  or  in  ordine  ct  apirr- 
ttiafia"  It  IS  most  singular  tliat  our  oaths  of  stiprenucy 
were  adopted  for  the  ezprcaa  piirpoee  of  uftrtrrUmg  tho 
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^TTOrsi  which,  notwithiitaiuluag  our  oaths  of  ttllegitLncc,  IiaU 
crept  Ittf  lit  consc<|Uirncc  oF  the  Roman  Cfttbolica  dccmiji^  to 
be  spiritual  wh&tcrcr  tbcy  ihouj^ht  proper  to  conttiJirT  u 
vpiritunl)  and  thjit  it  u  proposed  to  110  to  Tcforin  the  <Kith  of 
»upreinAcy  by  ^iib^ll tilting  another,  which  vill  Leave  it  open 
to  the  UomAi)  Cathohc  to  introduce  Chc  very  c\jU  vhich  the 
oath  of  supremacy  was  intc-ndcd  to  guard  aj-^inat.  . 

In  tlic  votes  on  the  tabic  it  apjicara  that  it  was  at  first 
mcslitiitGd  to  cxphiin  th42  oalh  of  Srupremacy  by  reference  to 
Queen  ElisMbcth'a  injunctions,  to  the  statute  of  the  fifth 
year  of  her  reign,  and  the  S7tU  Aitielc  of  the  Church  of 
£ngUnd.  Either  I,  or  those  who  thought  of  »o  coiutruct- 
iog  the  oath  of  aupreiuucy,  do  not  undcratand  the  Kugtish 
hniguagc-  Neither  the  wlmoiution,  uor  the  slatutCi  nor  the 
article  admits  of  this,^-4n  urticlc  which  expressly  asserts 
that  the  Bishop  of  Rome  has  no  junsdiction  in  thu  realm. 

My  LorcU- — The  preamble  of  this  proposed  aeC  atates 
icntpJes  inasinuch  as  the  Homun  Catholics  appretwnd,  that 
"  the  oath  of  supiemacy  might  in  part  importa  dtM:)aimcr  of 
the  PopcV  spirittial  authority  in  matters  of  religious  belief;" 
I — ztod  what  in  uiaiU'r»  of  reli^ioud  belief  that  authority  may 
vc^uirc  from  lliem  baa  not  been  ascertained  by  in(|iiiry  here 
^odc,  or  informntion  here  given,  uid  »ceais  not  to  be  very 
Bftnly  ascertainable.  The  proposed  catb  Joes  not,  how- 
ever, aswrt  that  he;  has  no  othef  spiritual  4LulUority  "  than  in 
nutters  of  religious  belief?"  but  that  he  bos  not  any  "autho- 
rily*  which,  in  any  manner,  conflicts  or  interferes  with  the 
duty  of  full  and  undivided  Allegiance,  v-hich,  by  the  Uws  of 
^his  lealiOf  is  due  to  bia  Majesty,  or  with  the  eiril  duly  and 
obciliencc  which  la  due  to  bis  courts  civil  and  ccclt^siuatical, 
in  all  oiatter«  coucemiiig  tbt^  legal  rights  of  his  subjects,  or 
iioy  of  tbtim."  U  b  tjuite  oi>v  lous  that  this  loaves  it  entirdy 
with  the  |>3rty  taking  the  oatlt  to  determine  ibr  him^^elf  what 
does  or  docs  not  so  conflict  or  interfere  witli  audi  aUegiance, 
duty,  and  obedience.  And  of  how  many  errors  may  tlie 
removal,  or,  «s  Lord  Ilalc  expresses  it,  the  unritettingt  be- 
£:ome  the  parent,  when  the  Roman  Catholic  shall  (ae  he  here* 
Uiforc  determined  for  hiin»;eif  what  was  spiritual — and  what 
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portion  of  spintuol  obedience  be  coulJ  nilliliolJ,  though  he 
cweil  full  ami  undivided  alk-giaucc) — when  he  shall  dctcnninc 
hi;ri;iil\er  Coi'  luuueir,  what  ^uthoiity  of  the  Po|ic  does  or 
iloea  not  coittlict  or  iiitcrfcri;  with  the?  duty  of  auch  full  ajid       ^ 
UDdivliJed  allegiaitcei  and  buch  civil  duty  aiu!  ohcdwiKc,  '■'^^H 
if  iiieiilioiied  in  this  propose  act.  ^^ 

My  Tiunh. — That  it  h  pituUaily  iiecessarj  to  cootjtlcr 
alterations  of  this  kind  in  oath?*  with  jealuui&yT  ht  u  proposition 
which  experience  may  ^allctIOl].  In  the  onth  permitted  by 
the  IrUh  Act  of  tie  \Qt\\  and  Itlh  ijf  Georgt;  III.,  tlic  Irish 
Roman  Catholic  swears  to  iimiiitahi  the  succcAsuon  of  tlw 
Crown,  nut  in  the  lieirs  of  the  hotly  ufPriEicea^  Sophu,  hcirtg 
t^rotc^tants,  hut  in  hb  Mujesty*!^  ro^val  Jamilvi — and  not  Ju  that 
frnnilyt  6ctn^  VnUatlanli.  If  this  oath  was  the  oath  rcgtt- 
Ittin^  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics,  ii^  effects 
would  he  to  be  e^iiuiateiit  if  theic  should  be  in  that  family^ 
upon  the  demise  of  the  CrowUf  an  individual  not  Prote4i<ud> 
It  at  least  demonstrate*  how  cardiilly  ihc  eflect  of  ever; 
woril  in  a  presctibcd  oath  should  be  considei^J> 

After  the  English  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  passed  in  1791,  in  17D3  that  act  p^tssed  in  Ireland, 
from  which  a  noble  marquis  last  nigbt  read  the  oath  wbtcb 
k  prescribes.  That  noble  lord  observed  ibat,  after  renouncing 
and  repuiiiating  certain  principles  and  supposed  article*  of 
faith,  and  ilisitvowing  any  intention  to  subveil  the  present 
Church  Estahlisbment,  for  the  purpose  of  a  Homan  Catholic 
Establiahmont  In  its  ;»tead,  the  concluding  part  of  the  oath 
wm  thus  expressed :—"  I  do  solemnly  swear,  that  1  will  uot 
exercise  any  privilege,  to  which  I  lun  or  may  become  en t it li!d, 
to  disturb  or  weaken  the  Protestant  religion  and  Protestant 
government  in  this  kingdom."  I  now  hoM  in  my  hand  a 
print  of  that  act  of  Parliament :  I  Jiave  also  luolu;d  into  cbe 
printed  Statute  Book:*:,  and  I  find  that  tho  words  arc  n* 
'*  wcaJten  or  disttirb,"  but  '*  weaken  and  disturb  f  and  it 
observable  that  the  print  of  the  statute,  which  I  hold  in  my 
iiond,  is  peculiarly  calcuhLted  to  draw  atteotioR  to  tliU  dt»- 
tlnction, — the  eunjunctivc  (tftd  being  printed  in  \ikt^  charac- 
tcrit  and  made  Lhv  subject  of  the  follovrtiig  conunenu    The 
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irJnler  appears  to  be  Mr.   Cogl>n.      Tl>c   frith  Romui 

^jithulic  vrUI  probably  ha\'c  ro  diOicuUy  in  (inJin;:  tbc  com- 

ruiiCuiur  ill  u  lueiubtr  of  lua  t>wu  vburcli.     Tbo  t^umuwiit  in 

U5  cxprci»»cJ : — '^  All  are  here  Agreed  that,  lo  viobitc  the 

e  clmisc,  it  U  tHTo.-inry  to  di^lurb  utid  u'calt«>n  not  only 

:e  Protestant  rellgioiit  but  likcwi>e  the  ProttstuiiC  govern* 

)i0ent.     They  ai-c  Gumiectcili  evidently,  by  thv  cut ijuiic lite 

hntif  vrithout  niiy  copiitiJi  A^vt  religion.     Duth  intj>t  be  diK- 

llirbcd  And  wenkmed,  nut  in  any  manner,  but,  g>rwiKe]y  by 

me    exorei«c    uf   tbc  |>riviU<gc«    now    granted,      hi  other 

espect^,  we  are  in  our  former  Mtuaiiotis  aa  to  preachbig* 

tjLching,  vrritiii^i  &c.     Weaken  uHer  tli>stiirb  a|i]>t-arH  ratlit?r 

ti  vicptclive  Oiitu  u  wurd  cuiiviryiiig  «  ditttinct  int-aiiing,  for 

jl  it  implied  in  disturb ;  lu  whoever  iiilond»  to  disturb^  ojbr^' 

Isforf,  int«-nd«  to  ucjiken.     Hence,  tbeexprci^on  is  generally 

(Indt'tatoudp  and  ko  it  liov  been  cxpbiiiicd  by  every  one  con- 

Vuh^  on  \if  to  weaken  by  ilisluTl>ance.     IndecJ,  if  or  wjis 

tK;twcH?n  the  «urd   diatuib   and   tlio  word  weakeHf  at  \i  ivii$ 

>ropo«eO  to  bt^Uie  .ligiiificjitioii  wouJdbi;  ebmigcd  n»il  inad* 

ttiAsible-"     Surely  this  twit  of  reanoninj^  upon  the  (oriua  of 

n  oath  «hiiuh1  teach  uu  to  use  fi;reut  eaulion  ^htni  we  are 

irc^ribing  in  wluil  lerinia  we  sbiiU  lequire  uaLli9  of  security 

7  bo  ukcD. 

My  1-ords. — In  these  two  Irish  aiaiuics,  in  the  KngliNli 

Uitutcf  of  1T9I,  much,  very  much  is  jire&crlbed  in  the  ouths 

verein  rcj*peetivoly  re<^iiircd,  of  which  no  mentbn  whatever  U 

^ntairtcd  inihcojiihrec|uircdby  the  propost-d  bill.    Hut  tliis 

not  all  that  IS  necessary  to  be  pressed  upon  the  attention  of 

le  Hoiue.     If  the  Dill  of  ISld,  iaUroduced  into  the  IIoukw 

^  CoRnnoiiN,  and  vrhicli  bail  nearly  pa-saed  that  lloiue,  bi 

oked  into,  it  will  be  $icen  that  in  131^,  an  oJtth  a»  cumprc- 

utsivo  was  thought   necessary    to    be    luki^n    by    Human 

ithoUcs  to  entitle  them  to  relief,  as  the  oaths  required  by 

e  statutes  of  lTf)l  and  17^;  nay,  more  comprehensive. 

[ie  preambhs  of  the  proposed  bill  asserts,  tlmt  Farlioinent 

G  bad  flue  consideration  of  this  matter.     HaK  this  cunKt* 

ration   enabled  m  to   learn   upon  what  grounds   it  was 

'h%  Decessary  in  lT£>i  aud  lu  WJ^,  and  even  so  lately  a& 
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tn  1815,  to  require  in  the  securities  of  osths  so  mucb  more 
bom  the  Roman  Catholics  than  this  bill  proposes  in  tbat 
species  of  security  to  require  ?  Has  this  been  in  any  minner 
explained  to  the  Housed  It  may  be  materia)  to  know  wlijut 
number  of  Koniaa  Catholics  have  taken  the  oaths  pre* 
bribed  by  the  sUtutes  of  1791  ard  1793,  Vpcn  a  former 
occasion  we  learm  that  a  very  few  had  taken  the  oaths  pre* 
scribed  by  these  statutes  of  1791  and  1793,  Of  che^  tail* 
vidaals  of  the  Romjin  Catholics,  who  have  taken  the  oaths 
prescribed  by  these  statutes  it  may  not  be  necessary  now  to 
Teqiure  an  oath  in  the  same  terms.  But  iho  Hou^  ought 
cither  to  km>w  why  the  proposed  oalh  is  »o  different  from 
that  which  was  deemed  necessary  even  in  1813,  or  to  be 
informed  how  far  the  Roman  Catholics  have  or  have  not 
taken  the  oaths  prest-ribed  by  former  statutes. 

My  Lords. — There  \s  another  very  mtttcriAl  obfcrration  to 
he  made,  upon  a  comparison  of  the  propoced  bill  and  then 
former  atatules  of  1791  and  1793.  If  they  are  read,  aikI 
their  numerom  provisoes  attended  to,  many  of  those  provi- 
soes, it  rau£t  be  admitted,  were  either  unnecessary  in  those 
bills,  or  they  ought  to  be  inserted  in  tbL4.  Take,  for  eiE* 
ample,  one  out  of  many;  one,  which  vrhfit  is  f^iid  to  l>o  pas- 
sing in  tbe  kingdom  may  make  it  not  unfit  to  point  out,  viz, 
the  proviso  to  prevent  (he  founding  of  any  monn£tic  or  reli- 
gious onler.     Many  other  provisoes  might  be  mentioned. 

Another  cstraordinary  effect  of  this  oath,  my  lords,  which 
is  proposed  in  a  statute  which  in  to  unite  the  hearts  of  sU 
his  Majesty's  subjects,  is — that  no  greater  security  by  oath 
being  heretofore  retjuired  from  his  Majesty's  1^'otcatant  sub- 
jects than  from  his  suhjectft  professing  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  the  Protestant  is  now  to  be  required  to  take  e 
stronger  oath  in  support  of  that  which  his  conscience  would 
lead  him,  vithont  taking  any  oath,  to  support  than  the 
Roman  Catholic  b  to  take,  whorn^  Oomcienee  might  lead  hitn 
if  not  bound  by  oath  to  support  it,  to  dijtturb  or  wc/iken  il< 
The  l^teatanl  la  to  ^wear,  ttiat  Che  foreign  prince  or  prelate 
hu  no  jurisdiction  whfltcver.  The  Roman  Catliolic,  that 
he  ba*  all  the  jurisdiction,  vbich  he,  tlic  Komjui  Cothoiicj 
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ibtnlcs  di>e«  not  conflict  or  inti.*rf«re  with  allegiance,  civil 
duly,  anil  vlKfdivncc,  ns  hv  imtlcT«tnn<U  th«m.  SbouM  tbiA 
bi))  paEs  u-iih  t])«T  present  Jbrm  of  oath,  tlie  (jaui«  Purlmmiiic 
iroiild  se^m  to  ratfjuire  some  of  hb  nubject^  to  twonrr  that  no 
fereigD  prince  or  firt-tute  Ihk  aiw  j ur indie i ion  in  tliic  coutitty, 
Isttd  olbers  of  tbem  li>  sweArr  tliat  a  foreign  prolate  has  M>mo 

bUdiction  in  ibic  country.  The  Parliao»cnt  eitb«r  uiidor- 
ndfi  tJint  such  ifl  the  rffcict  of  tbo  oalh  now  to  be  |jro|tofi«d 
|d  tbe  lUiman  Catholics,  or  vbat  it  uiMlerstandB  i*  to  others 
pot  altogeiber  intelligiblo. 

f  My  L^rdi.— "Without  adverting  tncrc,  an  yet,  to  wltat  in  or 

m  not  to  bctb«  state  of  cc<:le:^iaetical  por«ons  profo^ing  the 

[U»ED&Q    Catholic  reIt;{ioR,  und^r  vrbat  tnay  be  c^Ucil   itio 

IGCond  p«n  of  thU  h'lU — originally  anotber,  or  vocond  bill — 

^w  would  a  Roman  Catholic  clt^rgyaian  deal  wjtb  nuch  tt 

fcoso  M  tbo  following^     Two  pori^nfi  inicnnorry,  btnrtg  in  m 

■tlUO  o£  COOfiftngiunily,  euch  as  doos  not  prevent  a  marriage 

between  ibem  betn^*  valid  according  to  our  law — a  convan- 

ptinity  wb»ob  is  aaid,  howcvt^r,  to  form  wliat  ia  an  iM/Jt-Ji" 

nenimn  dirlmtua.      Should  a  Roman    Catliulic  cccUsia»tio 

M  it  to  be  bis  duty  to  rofuee  the  sacrnmont  lo  tbc  parties, 

Uleee  tbey  voluntarily  toparnto,  it  i&  lo  be  luppoaod  that  he 

foold  act  according  to  that  duty.     It  hatt  bevn  understood 

bflt  vucb  would  be  hi«  dutj';^  he  dijicbargcx  tbiit  duly;  arid, 

\y  th*  oxcrcise  of  it,  induccH  the  ivoman  to  vepiiratv  bi^rself 

rom  the  person,  according  lo  our  law*  her  husband.     Tbo 

luebandp  on  the  conlrai-y,  thinks  prop&r  to  8ue  for  u  reatitu- 

lon  of  conjugal  ngbtUT  luid  compcis  the  wife  to  return.     If 

icb  a  ease  as  this  could  happen,  no  rO-uioningj  no  casuistry, 

o  distinction  between  what  U  tomporul  and  wbnt  if-  ecclesi' 

ftical,  between  what  ia  civil  and  what  U  Rpiritualj  could  leud 

ItgisJatitrc  or  a  stale  to  the  endurance  of  it,  or  entitle  an 

;closia«nc   lo  claim  the  chnrnct<!r  of  a  tjood  bubject,  or  to 

tEtcrt  that  he  wils  doing  nothing  which  convicted  er  inter- 

fied  with  oJlegiancCi  civil  duty,  und  obedience,  wlien  be  was 

ung  ffptntual  mcinf  in  putting  asunder  (hofff^,  who,  nccordirTg 

the  law  of  his  country,  were  joined  together, 

,To  return  to  the  period  when,  after  what  Hole  calls  ihc 
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Rct'otntiotu  oiv  tHe  death  of  Henry  VIlL  Edvrard  VI. 
and  Mary,  revolutions  in  tlic  struggles  bclvrcen  icgal  and 
pajjal  supreoiacy,  Queen  Elizabeth  aitiatitvd  btivngly  tli« 
fiuprcmacy  of  the  Crown,  the  rights  of  her  nubjectOf  and  the 
inde}3eiidencc  of  the  national  church.  Tlic  progress  of  Pro- 
testantisjn  and  the  Rcforinationi  my  lc>r<)»r  hwl  not  at  tlut 
period  been  Auch  ns  to  enahte  any  i^oveveign  to  nccomphsh 
for  the  country  whftt  coiUd  only  bc'  graJufLllj'  atld'nied,  aa  tbc 
necessity  of  further  legislation  became,  from  events,  to  b4' 
evident.  It  was  futuid  necessary  from  time  to  time  betwecv 
tliat  period  and  the  Revolution  of  l(>86»and  at  the  [icHod 
of  tliat  Ilevolulion,  further  to  jnovitie,  then  futallyand  effec- 
tually to  provide,  for  ihtr  security  of  tttoM  ^real  objecU,  i 
betveen  the  inatntcnance  of  wliich,  and  the  utteupta  14^H 
weaken  and  destroy  them,  the  quii^t  und  happinrsti  of  tlifif^^ 
country  liad  been  so  often,  in  the  jucaij  time,  disturbed. 
J*aa^h>g  over  tlicae  unquiet  tiuicar  let  ua  advert  to  what  waa 
^ieltled  at  the  Revolution  for  the  mainteuance  of  a  I*rotc^ 
tant  church  and.  state,  by  ejiactmenta  then  ordained,  and  by 
rcfiTCticc  made  at  that  time  to  the  statute])  which  had  before 
paui^ed  hi  and  subsequent  to  Elizabeths  reip^n,  and  the  u 
ration  of  some  of  Avhich  was  then  anxiouiily  continued. 

My  Lords. — In  the  discuasiona  upon  sach  u  bill  tt»  is  nuvr 
proposed,  it  cmnot,  too,  be  wholly  without  uh:  to  rt:c)iicst 
the  lloujftt:  to  remeaiber  how  anxiously  dunug  the  icigQ 
of  Charles  IL  it  waa  botight,  on  the  one  hual,  to  exclude 
a  Popiah  buccessoi'  fiom  the  throne;  and  how  mixiouiily,  oa 
the  other,  the  struggle  waa  uiade,  but  iu  vain,  to  convlnoe 
our  anocators  that  o  Popi.ih  king  might  be  ao  surrounded 
with  cnuit^'sellon,  m  to  ^tccurc  u  Protectant  church  and  go* 
vcrntnont-  It  seeing j  accorxling  to  niodern  nolioiid,  that  boi 
may  be  ttafe,  if  a  kiuj^  in  Protchtanl,  and  hb  couuaellorv 
and  out  of  parliament  are  all  Uotiion  Catholkn.  The  .-statute 
of  the  ^th  Kli^bcth  had  required  mcrobcra  of  ihv  IJoiuc 
of  Coainion^  to  take  the  oath  of  Supremacy,  but  not  the 
members  of  diiti  I  louse.  The  Corporation  Act,  t^  Cbarlce  II. 
cap.  I,  "  for  the  prc&crvatioti  of  the  public  pence  in  Church 
Hnd  3latc/*  luul  rcquued  pcreonB  admitted  into  curporatiotM 


lorc 


5*^ 


^^^^^^K       Ricirr  iioH.  lokd  kldon.  90 

to  fxke  the  oatbs  of  A))cgiit»c«  nml  Suprcmiicy,  nnd  ibe  Sa- 
crament, Tltc  vtaltUc  of  L'nifonmijr  had  nude  Ut^it  pr^vi* 
Isioiis  for  the  security  of  tbc  KiitublUhcd  CLuribf  I'tUi  nud 
'I4tbChude8Jl.caiK4.  ThcTrs>tAi:^2aihCharlc»  ll.cap.2, 
"  to  priTVctit  thingiirs  nhkti  might  hn|>[)cn  from  Popish  rccu- 
■  Kant^**  had  rccjuireO  nU  |>ci>on«,  peers  na  well  asutbcrs,  who 
should  bcAf  2n>  office,  civil  or  mUiUryr  tu  take  the  oath»  of 
AI]e|p«inGe  aud  Su|jreiiiacj-,  uud  the  SjicninH;RU  JM:cotdii)g  to 
the  U0age  of  the  Church  of  EngLiitd ;  uod  PATtUinciit  bating 
recorded,  "  diat  nil  those  lava  hud  not  die  dc^rt^l  eilVvt/- 
by  the  Act  90  CLuirlcs  IL  cap.  S,  required  pecni  and  menu 
bcrs  of  the  IlouttC  of  CoiniaonFi  to  tukc  (he  uatlis  of  Allegi* 
atiee  aiul  Supremacy)  and  to  inidKe  tlte  decUir»tiuu  ngniiiKt 
tranaubstaDtiation,  the  neceaaity  of  makuig  wluch  b^^  anybody 
but  the  King  la  intemled  to  be  abrogated  by  ihn  acc- 

Jmtcs  li.,  tbe  eridcavoun  made  t»  rxcbule  him  from 
the  throne  kaiin^  failed,  Miccecdcd  to  tlic  ci'owa,  itialuiig 
liu(  ntU  tbe  Uw  of  tbe  laud,  oitd  cluitum^  (hut  <li.i|icnsi]]g 
power,  which  tboac  who  incline  to  adujH  the  act  which  we 
are  now  called  upon  to  pass,  sccid  disposed  to  coiDniit  to  the 
lay  aiKl  ecck'Tii;utkal  commUjiiuub,  wliu  arc  to  be  Hppoiiiled 
under  it5  audiority*  He  rendered,  aa  far  aa  Jn  him  lay,  the 
tuws  of  the  land  ino|)efativc,  aiid  in  bin  conduct  justified  the 
issertion,  (hat  Pojtcr^  tiwt  ti/rarttty  nrrcttsarUif  tr.visi 
^age^ker;  and  nonviuceti  ihc  mithn  ihaC  its  UbrrSkn  cannot 
iest^,  if  a  Pajml  «/«  upon  the  throne^  It  had  befort^^ 
^  Uib  nut  be  ftirgotten — lieni  convinced  that  a  Ikiug  must 

Se  Protestant  advij^erv  only  in  Parhaineat. 
Ldvertr  then,  my  lords,  lo  what  took  |fUc(}  when  Jainei 
bdlcated  the  goveminent,  and  when  Willium,  acting  with 
^testant  advice,  becauie  the  glorious  insirumecC,  as  the 
Ull  of  Rights  cxpretf.Hcs  it,  of  delivering  this  kingdom  from 
'Opery  and  arbitrary  power.  Tbe  Hou.te  cjui  never  look  at 
ae  Iran^ctiona  of  that  memorable  era,  and  degrade  llm 
reat  deliverer,  and  tboiie  who  acted  with  him,  as  H:tt]iii^  the 
berticAof  the  kingdom,  not  under  tlie  influence  ofa  rational 
rve  fuid  attachment  tu  civil  and  religioui^  ficedoin,  ^liicb 
^fuiot  co^exiAt  vith  eccle&ijuiicaJ  tyranny^  but  under  the 
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effect  of  a  panic,  created  by  Titus  Oates  and  hia  peijuric^ 
and  by  Popish  plots  real  or  imaginary.  The  King  and  Par- 
liament solemnly  continue  the  declaration  against  iransub- 
stantiation.  They  re-enact  oatljs  of  Allegiance  ami  Supre* 
macy,  and  impojsc  upon  the  subject  the  duty  of  snearing 
that  no  foreign  prince  or  ptx^late  hath,  or  ought  to  have,  tny 
auihorityi  ecclesiastical  or  apirirual,  within  tbiH  realm;  and 
this  cerEainly  ineana  what  in  other  statutes  is  expressed  by 
the  words  "  any  manner  of  authority."  And  here  be  tt  ob- 
served, that  every  member  of  this  House  has  sworn  thAt  a 
foreign  prelate  "  ought  not  to  have  any"  authority.  But  ht 
tills  act  are  not  vre,  who  have  sworn  that  he  ought  not  to 
hare  anv  authority,  proposing  [o  give  him  all  tJiat  a  Uomau 
Catholic  shall  think  does  not  conflict  or  interfere  with  his 
allegiance  iind  obedience? 

They  then  established  the  coronation  oath,  tJie  object  of 
which  they  declare  ^o  be  the  maintenance  of  "  all  the  people 
in  ibeir  spiritual  and  ci^tI  righis  ontl  properiies/*  They 
require  ihc  King  lo  swear,  that  he  will,  to  the  utinoJ<(t  of  liis 
power,  maintain  the  Protestant  refonned  religion  estabtished 
by  la^r.  In  the  same  sesdon  they  enac:  the  law  for  exenipt- 
jjig  the  Protestnnt  Kssenters  from  penalties— the  Act  of 
Toleration — "  as  an  efiectiial  means  of  uniting  the  Protestant 
subjects  in  Interest  ami  affection/'  requiring  from  them,  ncTer- 
theless,  tliat  they  should  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
supremacy,  and  tuak«  the  declaration  against  transubstantia- 
tion,  extending;  the  benelits  of  toleration  to  Protestants — not 
to  Roman  CalboUcs — lo  those  whose  inleresis  this  proposed 
bill  overlooks,  and  not  to  those,  who,  from  this  proposed 
bill,  are  to  reap  benefus  uiul  advantages,  whtcli  the  consutu-* 
tion  ha$  hitherto  dt^nvi^l  to  Dii^^entert.  In  the  succeeding 
session,  they  pass  the  Dill  of  Ri;{htA ;  stating,  that "  by  tbo 
assistance  of  evil  councillors,  judges,  and  ministers"  (our 
Protestant  King,  it  seems,  ts  now  to  have  Koinan  Catholic 
councillors,  judges  and  ministers)  King  James  endeavoured 
to  subvert  and  extirpate,  not  merely  the  laws  and  libortiea, 
but  what  they  ranked  in  value  and  estimate  as  ecjual  to,  and 
necessarily  connected  with,  the  laws  and  liberties  of  tlie 
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H^UoiD,*^the  Prgtcstani  n;ligwn,"-^y  the  Tniious  (liiv)  flcu 

^Hicrc  t-fLutnervtt^U.     TIioj  declare  lliut  the  Wilti  spmtua)  and 

I  tempOTvli  buiag  Pn>tc3t9uUi,  a»i]  cumoiotiv,  met,  ''  in  onler 

I  to  Mttle  such  nil  C!(ta1)li»limciit,  aa  that  tlicir  rdigioiip  Uw, 

'sihI  liliertk-3,  nughl  ti^t  nguii  be  in  d^ingcr  of  being  «ub- 

vdteil.''    Wiial  religion  ?  Tlic  ProtcstAiil  Tcligtoii  ftniiredly. 

Thejr  dpn;»v  Xhw  cuufidejice,  my  kirdu,  that  they  shall  be 

proiecled  sgninst  nil  uther  iittempUi  upon  the  same  r^UgJOlii 

laws  and  libertie!*.     'Ihcy  rc^^iuct  t^athii  of  aUegiaiicc  and 

suprenucy.     And,  then  prefucmg  the  enju-tincitt  with  the 

memontbLc  ttccWadon,  *'  tliat  >t  has  been  fotmd  by  experi- 

eooB  tbac  it  b  iiicoti»btcnt  with  the  s^fciy  und  welfare  of  this 

I'  Protestant  kingdom' (n  kingdom  i'roiestant  vitli  ProtostnDt 

tdigion)  lo  be  gorenied  by  a  Poplsli  prince,"  tiicy  exclude 

such  a  prince  from  the  Ctowii,  and  ahsuhe  ihe  subject*  of 

their  allegiance   to  any  audi   prince.      And   they  require 

eTcryperson,  coming  to  the  throne,  at  bis  caronatioTi^  or 

coming  to  ParliameniT  wliich  8h»11  ftrTit  hjippcn,  to  make  the 

dcclaraiior    against   tmmukttarttiatjoti,  vhhtcU,  in  a  foruei 

act,  they  bad  required  the  subjecis  to  make,  and  which  they 

Donsidered  the  only  sure  atid  certaui  test  that  a  King  nr  a 

tnti^eet  wa5  a  Protcrtant.     All  which  »re  then  d<<dared> 

raaoted,  and  establisbcd  to   lie  t)ic  bw  of  this  realm  for 

;ver. 

True  it  b,  my  lords^  tliat  ParUsment  cannot  he  nbsoluiely 

Knmd  by  aucti  an  ennctnieot  for  all  generations : — but,  when 

tia  disciiv^n;^  wheihcr  such  hwa  as  dieae  <tre  to  be  const- 

lered  as  fundumenial  and  cstentUIr  as  nudcing  the  state  and 

he  reiigion  of  the  coiintry  fundamcntatly  and  essentially 

^roCeflaat,  and  the  kingdom  itself  a  Protestant  kingdom,  no 

lan  can  deny  that  tJiey  are — as  far  as  in  the  nature  of 

iws  chcy  can  be — unalterable;  Le.  (hat  they  arc  not  to  be 

itered  vithout  cogent  necessity  clrnrly  shown,  and  that  it 

I  iocumbenc  upon  tbosf?  whs  propose  the  changes   now 

laditated,  to  make  out  tlie  necessity  of  so  much  ;ilterutioii 

I  tjie  nature  of  "  an  estahltshment,  expressly  formed  in 

rder  that  our  religion,  laws,  atid  liberties,  which  bad  been 
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subverted,  miglit  never  again  be  in  danger  of  being  sub- 
leTted." 

The  act  for  :be  further  limitation  cf  the  Crown,  12  and' 
13  Wifliam  HI.  states  thai,  after  the  passing  of  the  Hill  of 
Rights,  \m  Majesty  s  subjects  were  restored  to  the  full  an 
free  possession  and  enjoyment  of  their  religion,  laws,  and ' 
liberties;  and  makes  further  provision  for  the  auccc^^ion  of 
the  Crown  in  tile  Protestant  line,  for  the  happineea  of  thfl 
nation,  and   the   security  of  its   religion, — requiring  ever 
person^  who  comes  to  tlie  possession  of  the  Crovn,  to  join] 
in  coQitnunion  with  the  Church  of  England^  as  by  law  min 
blislied;  and  for  confirraiiig  all  the  laws  for  securing  the  csta^* 
blished   religion.     At   the   Union   with   Scotland,    botli   in 
England  ami  Scotland  respectively,  it  is  made  an  "  c&sential 
and  fundamental"  condition  of  the   Union   "  id  all  titi^ 
coming,"   that  the   Protestant  religion  in  eadi  shall 
efiectuully  and  unalterably  secured;"  and,  with  respecc  to 
that  of  l^nglund^  that  ail  Acts  for  the  establishment  of  thf 
Church  thereof  shall  remain  and  be  in  full  force ybr  ercr. 

My  Lords. — The  Hoiue  has  beentold,  that  in  Scotland  the 
<lo  not  acknowledge^  as  we  do  in  England,  the  supremacy  of~ 
the  King  as  lieud  of  the  national  church :  but  k  J5  most  ma- 
terial to  recollect  that  they  have  no  intercourse  with  an; 
foreign  pruice  or  prelate,  as  connected  with  their  religion; 
tbat'tbcir  c^tahlished  religion,  the  religion  of  the  country — 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  people — U  Protestant;  and  that 
hjcotland  is  not,  like  Ireland,  with  a  nationally  religious  esta- 
blishment unaliorably  Protestant,  and  a  great  body  of  the 
communily  Roman  Catliolics  and  in  constant  intercouno 
with  Home.  The  e^lablisJied  religion  of  England^  and  thi 
cstaljlishcd  religion  of  Scotlainl^  diOcring  in  some  respectf 
though  both  Protestant,  their  established  churches  arc  per 
fectly  diatiikct.  The  Established  Church  of  Ireland,  on  tbi 
othn  hand,  is  ptirt  and  parcel  of  the  one  Kstublishcd  Church ' 
of  England  and  Ireland:  a  church  allected  in  both  its  parts 
by  what  aHects  it  in  either  of  its  partu;  ^nd  that  |>art  of 
which  is  in  Ireland  is  opposed  coiuftantJy  by  a  rcUgiouA^ 
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\)ody,  Co  whkK  tlicre  b  iiolliing  nlikc,  in  number  or  nature, 
in  ScDtlnJiti,  vrhicli  cnit  enter  into  conirorvrfty  wUh  Scotlard*s 
Established  ChuTcb.^ 

My  LoriSt). — Tbe  flflh  article  of  cb«  Act  of  Union  virli  Irc- 
Ijuiil  unites  iiUo  "  one  Prote»tant  Cliureh  cbe  cburehes  of 

*  In  tlie  ScoUh  Act.  r«ciu<i  in  iIlp  5lh  Qntpu  Anne,  c,  A,  (Oia  Act  of 
'  ITniOD,)  «&ttllcd  "  An  Act  tor  idtlmK  llic  manTtcr  of  «lf!Ctnjc  tho  iulM*n 
Ptrn  (uad  forty-ftvu  Memb*ni,  lo  rqirM^'ftl  !^r^o(U»<J  in  iTu-  I'^rliu^iKi^t  of 
Otfux  MmAifi ;"  ihie  <JiJWTi,  with  ibo  idik^c  and  ccnispiil  of  t!if  c«ui««  of 
i^liuucnt,  uMmiii  tiiw  mnnner  in  wliich  i\w  iixtmt  |H^n  Aliall  ho  ncuixciji 
WmI  u  «)iidi  liic  ^tty-fltti  aK-ui1>cr:i  loi  ilic  alun-j  aiul  InifK^iA  aIihII  bt- 
|c4iCHm-      And  it  i«  llmr^tn  ii^irv^vly  i1t'<'LiT-i-i1,  (liiit  iiriTa(>  <(iall  be  capable  1q 

lelect  ot  to  t»  «lccicd»  for  any  nf  ilw  -ciicl  viuid,  but  nuchas  tn  Prole»unla» 
ettlwTlng  ill  PbpifU;  and,  by  ihc  Act  of  Union,  ihio  act  U  dtfcUret!  M 
vnttd  u  if  ilir  atme  bul  befn  one-  of  lh«  trtidM  of  Union,  niijfkn!  lucj  ip- 
pTOV«d  by  the  Act :  vvery  ikuw,  dkiIIlt,  and  llung  in  which  vt^ui»  nra, 
by  lilt  Atfi  of  Utiiou,  foi  oVi-r  r.aiQcd(  ap^iruvtil,  ku\i  cunlirtpid. 

llk«  Ad  of  the  CHx  i^f  <Ju(ii;ti  Aiinv,  fijt  ivudvMi^  tho  Union  nioro  corn- 
|4^p,»n^  |trovidiiig  l}mt  ili^rc  »!iould  1>c  only  nnn  privy  roMTicil  in  GrtuI 
n»iUun,  nude  it  nt^ct^siry  to  maie  otijer  provi*ioiu  in  t1)«  proc^m|E« 
Ud  10  ihe  election  of  ni«mbn^  of  lite  Honsc;  of  Comroonf,  and  Ih^  iuiiecu 
\jfKn :  but  ilic  aj^  mokin*;  «nch  [irovisfofift  do  not  aippetr  lo  ah«-  tho  pro- 
vision, thjit  both  tifrcturi  And  ducted  sliould  Yv  l'ro1«<taiit«< 

And  ibr  Aci  «jf  dii:  :t3d  Gt:OLx<^  HI,  wluch,  u  lu  ymOM  pmftviin^  the 
Stftnaa  ClUhoUo  rcrljgion  in  Sootland,  enhtlitnteflifi  ii«w  form  of  oaih  instead 
rfthe  forcnnla  rfquirrd  by  Kin^  Wilbun**  ttntufc.  dorn  not  ajipnnr  lo  a^ci 
bu  iiroiuion  t^quinnffas  to  Parliammi  ihe  rli^cLora  and  decti>d  to  b« 
^OKolnnti. 

■Itit  propofod  Ri!I  hsd  no  cIauhg  continmne  to  confine  ihctijhl  locleol, 
nd  to  be  otected,  lo  FrotMiiint«, -kvitta  r«*p«ct  to  the  mi«en  pe«r»,und 
Nly'^1'1?  iDcuibcra  of  Lhe  Iloiue  nf  Coiamoiu  i6x  Scollaud. 
,  It  it  then  inlviiiliuJ  (0  ult4T  llm  ftrljc1»«i  nf  ITbion  willi  Scotland  in  tbi* 
ttpectt»nd  ivLtti  rc^ni  U>  one  of  their  most  fundamental  proviMons, 
Or*  b  a  ap^bl  chithc  to  h<*  Anally  iniicnrd  in  the  Bill,  fxcrplinjj;  those 
nf«  and  mcnibttr^.and  iheu  «r*cTori,  from  the  operation  of  ihii   HiM,  Attd 
itncmnf  the  ^d  of  ilie  Scotch  I'mtTitunti,  f^piesientin^  $;;oiUnd  in  the 
n>  UouMb  of  Purlianidni,  ;n  i^uppon  of  ihe  Pron^t^ii  auccL^uJon  tmd  go- 
munnDtin  iho  UniUd  Kingdmri  ui'  l«n'tt  lirilam  atid  JrdiuaJ,  wjii;n  the 
)on  of  both   1lon»C4  shall  b«  openrd,   as   lo   Ktigbnd  and    Irelojid,  ti> 
icn  and  conuaoueT«  prof^Rain^  the  Roman  Culholic  religion  ? 
h  it  mteoded  thixt  a  nativG  of  Sooiinnd  not  a  pc*^  profeg^inif  the 
Mnao  Cithobe  religion,  tnighi  be  a  refj^^si^ntHl^^-e  of  »ii   FjiB:lirii  county 
ttity,  huL  liiat  bo  abouid  not  repreiicnt  a  Scotch  ihiiu  or  bur^ii  f 
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England  and  Ireland,"  declares  tliat  the  doctrine  wor»lii|] 
discipline^  aiid  tUe  government  of  that  church,  ftrc  to  vnuiBxa 
in  full  force  for  ever,  ai  novi  bj  kw  esUtblidhttd;  thai  lUe 
cortiiiuaiice  of  it  tiS  the  E!»UbIbhe<d  Oliurcli,  sbuU  be 
dctmcd,  anil  uken  U  be,  ati  easential  and  futidanKrnlaJ  part 
of  ihc  Union.  Aiiil  if  die  eiglitli  article  can  bo  taken  to 
affi:ct  thia  provision  made  by  tbc  fifth  articlci  it  caii  never  be 
contended,  tUut  it  can  be  consistent  witb  the  ititeiilioii  of 
ParliameLit  to  enact  laws,  endangering  tliat  pirt  of  UbC 
Unitejl  Cburch  wbicb  exists  in  Ireluidj  and,  through  tbii 
medium^  endangering  the  whole  one  Protestant  Cburch  i){ 
tbe  United  KiiigdouK 

My  Lords. — Nut  laeaiiing  to  lafei'  an  intention  to  endau^r 
tbe  Churcb  from  any  thing  whlcli  has  been  proposed  to 
Parliament  since  (bifi  Union,  no  man  can  deny  tbnt  nioaiurc* 
ha\e  been  proposed^  from  imte  to  time,  wlikh  some  well- 
di^posed  persons  and  &ome  u&ually  deemed  wcll-jud^iii|E 
peisonti  have  found  !l  difBcnlt  to  consider  a^  not  endangering 
tbe  terms  of  that  Unioilf  as  to  the  Kstabli^hvd  Protectant 
CbiiKht  utmost  »s  soon  as  the  Union  was  inadc  Let  it  be 
observed  that  acts  of  ParUaineat  reguUte,  according  to  the 
language  of  thcui,  the  discipline,  worship,  and  govt^nmctit 
in  the  Prote:»tant  Church.  Will  his  Miijc«ty*H  subjects,  pro* 
fessiitg  the  Roman  Catholic  religioiij  and,  if  this  Bill  pajt^eSf 
:4Uiiua^ncd  to  both  Houses  of  PiLrUitmeat  tc  coui^ult  coo*- 
cci-ning  the  aflaira  of  the  Church,  and  iberefore  joining  in 
acta  relative  to  tlic  discipline,  wotabip,  and  government  uf 
the  Protestant  Churi!li,  conA&nt  that  the  ProtestAitt  a»cm- 
beis  of  these  Houses  shall  so  legL^tate  afi  to  tbe  like  ecclesi- 
Uhllcal  nmiters  affecting  the  Rouiun  Catholic  body.  If  tbe 
fttatutei*  of  1791  and  1793  do  not  sufGcieiitly  relieve  t]ie 
Roman  Cutholics  of  the  United  Kingdcm  frcm  |iiUi»  and 
penalties,  let  them  be  so  relieved.  That  is  not  the  object  of 
thU  13111;  which  la,  tu  give  them  pcliticnl  power  in  almt-st  aa 
great  a  degree,  and  to  aa  large  an  extent,  afi  it  possibly  cau 
be  conferred.  If  there  be  any  tlihig,  not  pclUical  powers 
which  it  may  be  proposed  to  enact  for  tbctDj  or  any  of  the 
neither  h  th»t  the  object  of  thb  Dili. 
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Thb  Bill  does  not  |in>p(M«  ceriainly  to  cbuige  tbo  syMan 
edUiUblicd  at  the  RcrQlutlon,  »>  ftr  v  it  ordwo  that  the 
Sovereign  shall  be  t^iestant,  by  positive  enocaacpt.  It 
dec«  propo!>e  tliat  that  ayatem  sliaU  be  chu^icd  by  »ueb 
c^iaclmeott  »o  as  to  «<ImU  Ituiuan  C^tbulics  io  offices  of  tbt 
highest  truKt,itt3il  villi  the  exception  of  ulmu^t  none.  It 
cc^tjiijily  b  uut  ])ro|nnnl  to  difichjirgc  iliv  Croim  of  iu 
»vom  duty  to  maintain  the  Church  of  Englaodr  as  by  law 
eatablisbed — iiul,  Inie,  and  strouge  it  is,  that  it  does  not 
propose  lo  re|K-al  the  Teii  Act  aud  Corporation  Act.  But, 
my  lordbr  wbeilier  tlie  Bill  has  not  a  temlency  to  veakcn  the 
«}stccn,  ulilcb  reqtiirus  the  Kin^f  to  be  a  Protestant — to 
weaken  bis  power  of  efiVctualty  EuaintamiDg  the  I'rolcstant 
Clmrch  and  re)i);M>ti,  and  the  IVotestsnt  throoe^  and  to  lead 
unquestionably  to  ttic  repeal  of  lUt-  Te^t  and  Corporaiton 
Acts,  is  a  question  of  great  importance,  aiul  thu  solution  of 
which  is  matter  of  do  ¥Cty  great  difliculty. 

My  Lords.— Our  ancestors  thought  there  vaa  DO  suiHcieiit 

security  if  the  Si>v(.-reign  profe^aed  the  Koman  Catholic  re~ 

Ugion,  though  his  ministers^  councillons  and   p:u-Liaaieiitt 

Here  ProtestAnt.     Can  it  rationally  be  donbtcd  tJist  there  Is 

cnucb  icsj»  ficairity  for  citil  and  religious  freedom,  if  the  King 

8  Protectant,  and  his  ministers,  councillors.  Parliament,  aiKi 

udges,  are  Roman  Catholics?     The  I lousi- is  told,  indeed, 

bat  there  i»  simple  tiecurity,  if  the  Lord  Chancellor  )>e  Pro- 

catont;  find  it  soenij;  to  have  been  thought  thnt  the  acttul 

fcurity  nrould  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  Crown  never 

rould  actually  appoint  those  whom  the  Act  makes  eligible. 

D  chose  great  oHices.    Tho^  who  know  Che  etalu  in  whioh 

Proteslnnt  Chancellor  would  Ktand  in  a  cabinet  of  Komaa 

Catholic  ministers,  will  readily  belic^'c  that,  if  he  had  either 

ense  or  honesty,  he  neither  would  remain  tliere,  nor  be  ]ier- 

lUted  to  remain  there  an  hour.     And  look,  my  lords,  to  the 

Sect  of  rendering;  the  Roman  Cathobcs  eligible   to  high 

ffices,  but  not  ap|K>inting  tbein  to  such  olhces.    Tliia  is  insult 

>wards  tbein,  more  intolernble  than  ineligibility,     tint  what 

ouid  be  the  cfTcct  with  reference  to  tlie  King?     Do  the 

piaan  Cathobcs  now  €om)>lai;t  i    Does  the  present  atato  of 
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llio  diMgWifying  atatutcs  go&d  and  irrluxtc  themf  Mat 
iheiii  eligible  to  oflice,  aikd  ^et  withbold  ofllct;  from  tliun 
wImI  is  ihi^i  but  aclini^  inuat  uuwurlliiij'  towurdft  ihi-iiif  Yott' 
are  also  du^ectin^  tbctr  dlaGontentf  hUberta  pomlcd  a(  the 
litw»  uf  tbeir  country,  agaitial  lUe  King  upon  the  throue; 
it  beiii^t  Coo,  your  duty  to  render  bim  an  objeci  of  alFectioit* 
as  r^r  a^  may  be,  with  zlIL  bb  subjects  |  and,  cuinpijUijig  bim 
to  continue  Pruteatniit,  you  are  cngugingi  in  u  grvnC  degreCi 
his  conscience  to  deny  to  the  Romaii  Catholics  ibc  beDefita 
you  pretend  to  enable  bini  to  confer  upon  tbem. 

But  it  may  be  said,  my  loidtif  tbe  Kin^^'s  confidential  Kcr 
vants  may  h*.-  partly  Prolostiint,  partly  Roman  Caibolic— ' 
tbal  sin'b  was  che  case  under  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  olhcE_ 
sovereigns-  Dutwbntdul  her  experience  teach  her  as 
llii.s?  And  what  did  the  cxpeneiuje  of  those  who 
after  her  u-^Lch?  That  experit^ncc  led  to  the  uliungc  Qf 
system  ^bich  was  completed  at  the  Rvvolutioti.  If  ifac 
King's  confidential  sen-ants  ought  not  to  bo  Roman  Catho- 
lics, It  is  sdid,  nevertheless,  h'ns  privy  counclilom  way  be, 
chosen  from  aicong  them ;  providing  only  they  ub^tuin  fr 
advisii]^  the  Crown  »s  to  benefices  and  olliccs  in  the  Pro* 
te^L/inc  Chui'ch,  and  that  Roman  Catholics  may  safely  be  ad^ 
mitted  into  both  Houses  ofParhAment. 

My  lords,— villi  respect  to  the  privy  councillors,  ic  seemfl 
strange  that,  if  their  duties  are  to  be  changed,  if  they  are 
be  restrainei!  by  tlii«  act  from  advising  in  the  inatterK  specif 
ally  mentioned,  it  ba«  not  occurred,  lo  alter,  by  cnaclmentpl 
the  privy  councillor's  oath,  when  administered  to  a  Roman 
Catholic-    It  may  be  said,  that  the  law  which  required  th6 
oftthr  vitJ  fjnatify  the  oath :  but  It  in  a  little  diHicull  to  admit 
the  consistency  of  my  submitting  to  a  law  to-day,  requiring 
me  to  wiihhL>ld  advice  on  some  matters,  and  to  take  an  oath 
to-morrovr  that  I  viiil  faithfully  give  my  opinion  in  all  matter 
moved  and  debated.    In  the  matter  of  oatli:*,  it  is  surclfj 
satiflactory  ond  neec&sary  lo  prevent  ihe  swearing  ia  t«rmsj 
which  are    in  apparent  contradiction,   According  to   the 
obvious  meaning,  to  what  in  really  intemlcd  lo  be  H worm] 
Tlie  Roman  Cathohc  pmy  councillor  is  not  lo  advise  thoJ 


^P  RIQIIT  HON.  LORP  ELDOK.  3S 

Crovn  tn  the  dUposal  of  any  benetice  or  office  tn  the  Pro- 
CeiCant  Church;  hut  in  how  mnnjr  nuittcrs  of  mighty  import 
to  Uic  wcIfiiTe  of  the  community  is  he  lofl  at  1ib<?Tty  to  ad- 
'  vise — AtmI  how  many  rcBpccling  even  the  welfare  of  this  very 
.church^  and  of  hovr  much  more  consequen<:e  to  its  velbre 
than  the  disposal  of  a  church  prerermem  7 

It  hii9  been  said,  vny  lords  «i"d  mn^it  rrAAotiably,  that  tf 
you  admit  Romnn  Calholicfl  inlo  Parliament,  you  ought  not 
to  exclude  them  frcm  the  Privy  Council ;  if  you  admit  them 
into  the  great  council  of  the  ii:itton,  ihut  you  camioi  well  ex- 
clude them  tTom  among  the  number  of  those  who  are  to  aet 
in  inferior  coiincilv.  In  truth,  this  argumf^nt,  which  point* 
out  the  extent  to  which  you  muBl  go^  if  jou  admit  Roman 
CathoJics  into  Parliament,  in  a  country  whose  government 
Bad  church  are  essentially  ami  fundamentally  Protestant, 
furuishcii  very  weighty  rea«ona  why  you  nhouU  not  iLdmU 
tliem  into  Parliament. 

My  Lords. — It  has  been  urged,  that  the  repeal  of  the 

lavs  which  prohibit  Uoman  Catholics  from  sitting  in  either 

Hou^c  of  Parlinment,  wouUI,  in  fact^  make  little  change  in 

:he  composition  of  Parliament — that  it  would  not  introduoe 

norc  than  six  or  seven  peers  into  the  Mouse  of  Lonl^,and  very 

ew  commoners  into  the  other  Home  of  Parliament.    And 

t  hmt  also  been  urged^  that  afler  giving  the  el(*ctive  franchise 

0  the  Roman  Cxitholic^  in  IrclEind,  you  arc*  nlmost  of  neces* 

tty,  required  to  render  them  capable  also  of  sitting  tn  Pnr- 

ianent     With  respect  to  the  House  of  Lords^  that  reason- 

Pl^Was  enforced  by  the  fact,  that  Roman  Catholic  peersdid 
in  tlu!4  House  until  tlie  30tli  of  Churli^s  ihc  Second,  and 
lat,  being  very  few  in  number,  if  they  »hould  now  sit  in  thii 
louse,  it  cannot  be  very  objccUonable :  ami  their  preten- 
ons  to  sit  here  have  been  strongly  recommended  in  obser- 
ittons,  unquestionably  most  just,  upon  the  excellence  of  the 
taracters  of  the  modem   Roman  Crilholic  peers.     In   a 

Eion  of  this  nature,  my  lords,  the  personal  merits,  how- 
^at,  of  particular  individuals  must  be  laid  out  of  con- 
ition — it  must  be  decided  upon  general  principles.     If 
otnan  Catholics  are  unfit  advisers  of  a  Protestant  king^ 
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in  a  Frote:jtaiit  Htat«  in  the  llt>u»e  of  Commons — unilt  there 
to  counsel  tlie  king  with  reupcct  to  the  worship,  dUciptijkc, 
and  government  tjf  a  Protestant  ExtahlUhed  Church,  they 
cannot  be  fit  advisers  to  give  counsel  touching  such  mattery 
io  the  other  Houae  of  the  Protcj^tant  Parliament,  Previous 
to  the  Revolution  it  was,  if  not  from  aL-tual  danger,  upou 
principle,  determined,  that  persons  profesalng  this  religtoiij 
should  sit  In  neither  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  ^H 

This  exclusioii  from  both,  my  iorda,  the  Princ«  of  Orwi^^ 
sanctioned,  when,  as  the  Bill  of  Rights  &tat«a  the  tact,  he  ad* 
dressed  his  letters  only  to  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  TemponJ 
heing  Protestants.     This  exclusion  King  William  xanctioneJ 
in  the  several  acts  which  passied  during  his  reign,  which 
comuiittcd  to  (he  hands  of  Protestants,  or  continued  in  the 
liand.s  of  Protestants,  all  oOlceiJ  connected  with  ihe  govern- 
meni  of  hi»  "Protestant  kingdoin/'     If  the  government  o^ 
this  kingdom  is  fundamentally  and  essentially  Prote^^taiit,- 
and  Protestant  it  ia,  fundamentally  and  e^seniialtvi — it  is  tioCT 
in  just  reasoning,  matter  of  niu<:h  contteiiocnce,  whtther  ih^^ 
passing  of  lh]&  bill  would,  orwould  not,  introduce  many  Rc^H 
man  Cutliolics  into  the  Hou?;c  of  Commons ;  but  it  is  diffiourt 
to  assent  to  ^hat  has  been  staled  repeatedly  hi  assenion, 
that  the  number  Jotroduced  would  be  too  small  dangerously 
to  inHucnce  the  decisions  of  that  Houfie.     What  has  be 
the  etfect  of  giving  to  the  Koman  Catholics  in  Ireland 
elective  franchise  I     Tt  has  operated,  as  Lord  Clare  foretcfi 
hi  bis  able,  prophetic,  and  constitutioiiul  :$prech.     It  may 
perhaps  be  reasonably  asserted,  that  though  as  yet  Homan 
Catlioiic  representativeB  have  not  been  sent  to  Parliament,— 
Euch  Jmj»  been  the  influence  of  Uoman  Cathohc  cli^ctors,  that 
to  this  very  act,  which  gave  them  the  elective  franchise,  it  is 
owing,  that  the  bill  now  uuder  discussion  has  passed  the 
llouae  of  Commons,     lie  must  have  been  a  very  inattentive 
observer  of  uhat  passes  in  Parlinment,  who  lin^  not  rcmarketl 
that  a  »uiall  band  or  knot  of  individuals,  acting  together  upon 
system— ^constantly  acting  together  and  watcliing  for  op| 
tunities  and  moTcments  favourable  to  llieir  viewi  and  proj<K 
may  achie%'t  greAt  and  fanportant  changes. 
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\       My  Lords.^lt  must  be  further  rccoltected,  that,  if  tbla 

'   bill  passes,  the  Tc«t  And  Corpornttofi  Acts  n)U»t  be  repealedf 

Bnd  tbe  members  of  lloman  Catholic  corpcratioiis  entitled  to 

lerKl  representaEivei«  to  Parlidtmciit  wouM  not  be  likely,  if 

tlicy  had  dii  caption,  to  choose  Froloataiit  members ;   and, 

■Biidcnng  (be  (itber  means  wliich  many  Homan  CalholicG 

Bnld   have  oi"  obtaining  seats  in  the  Commons'  Home,  ibe 

calcuUtion  of  the  miml)er   of  them    tb^t   would   become 

,tiieml>er»,  fteemi<  in  {irgumcut  to   have  been  stated  much 

toi>  low. 

It  IS  of  little  consequence  that  this  bill  provides  that 
nothing  contained  in  it  fball  bo  conntnied  to  aller  the  laws 
for  establi^iiing  the  unlfurmttyof  publik:  prayern,  ami  admi- 
nistration of  ttic  »jii:rcimcnt»  in  the  united  episcopal  CImrcb 
of  Kngland  and  Intland-  How  futile  and  ineflicacioiLE  must 
such  an  enactment  appear  to  us— when  we  are  enacting  by 
this  )»ll  Itself  what  s^em^  to  have  a  tendency  to  subvert  all 
we  liare  se«n  to  have  bi>^n  declttreil  by  {'arliament,  esscntittti 
fmdamcnta(t  fwtrf  fo  contrntui  for  4*C€r  / 

Kly  Lords. — This  bill  evcbdes  from  the  Ecclesiastical 

:ourtft  of  judicature  the  Uoman  Catholics;  but  it  ^eeks  to 

capacitate  them  to  fill  all  i\\\-  benches  of  the  ti^mpoml  courts, 

ind  the  hif^hest  scats  of  jucltcature  in  «uch  courts,  with  an 

ixcoption  only  in  thcca&c  of  tfac  lord  cham'cllor  ^ — an  ex- 

epdon,  not  founded  upon  duties  of  his  judicial  character) 

lut  uiK)n  the  nature  of  his  other  duties.     Such,  however,  ia 

tu  nature  of  our  tx^mpomt  and  ecclesiastical  laws — such  the 

onnexian  between  tbcm,  that  the  assertion  mny  bo  ventured^ 

lat  thi*  object  of  the  bil],  as  to  this  matter,  is  unattainable; 

ul,  indeed,  unless  misinformation  ha4  been  given  to  the 

iblic  as  to  what  has  passed  af>mewheri>,  the  answer  which 

IS  been  given  to  those  who  have  objeclect  to  this  provision 

'the  bill  iias  been^  that  robody  could  conceive  that  Roman 

itholica  vould  actually  be  appointed  to  the  judicial  seats  m 

'estminster  Hall.      To  enact  by  law  that  you  may  do  what 

in  &ct  never  intended  to  be  done,  does  not  seem  very  wise 

conciliatory  legislation.     Suppose  it  enacted,  and  Weat- 

Qstcr  Hall  crowded  witli  Roman  Catholic  judges^  and  com* 

■  dS 
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missions  cf  review  of  the  sentences  of  the  Ecclesiastbcsl 
Courts  (a  issue ;  to  wh»t  class  of  men  are  they  to  be  ad- 
dresi^din  the  place  of  those  temj^oral  Ih'otestaot  judges,  who 

'  now  form  so  essential  a  part  of  the  c:oiirUs  constituted  \>y  Mtcb 
eomnitssions?  ^M 

If  Roman  Catholics  are  not  to  be  judges,  it  is  said,  m^^ 
lond^,  tiiat  you  ouglit  to  allow  them  to  liave  silk  govns,  tliat 
nopolicy  can  justify  your  prohibitions  agalmt  their  being  dis- 
tinguished by  professional  rjink  of  this  Ittnd,     Cerlalidjr&t 
the  law  stand^i  they  cannot  he  appointed  king's  cotiDsd*  but 
there  is  no  law  to  prevent  their  having  the  same  rank  b^H 
stowed  In  paienis  of  precedence — such  a  patentee  h^9  n^^ 
office,  and  takes  no  oath,     Mr,  Ponsonl)y*s  bill  did  not  aflec^^ 
their  situation^  because  they  had  not  the  situation  of  of8ce.^| 
It  appears,  then,  my  lords,  from  wliat  passed  at  the  Revo- 

Jution,  that  our  ancestors  were  satl^lied  that  poliiicul  poirer 
in  Tiny  department  of  the  state,  in  tike  lumU  of  Papisti^t  vras 
inconsistent  with  the  niainteiiance  of  a  Protestnnl  cstabli>1i- 
ment.  Upon  the  principle  that,  in  a  Protestant  kingdonif 
political  power  should  be  placed  in  Protestant  haiidf,  the 
settlement  then  made  was  made.  Upon  this  principle,  the 
settlemeat  then  aiade  has  been  continued  from  generation 
to  generation;  and  the  wisdom  of  the  principle  is  in  itself 
sudicIenE  to  account  for  the  adoption  and  maintenance  of 
tliat  settlement,  without  reference  to  ttic  dread  of  Popit 
plots,  or  apprehensions  about  Popish  pretenders. 

Mj  LordSp— With  respect  to  the  repeal  of  the  lawsrclattre 
to  the  declaration  agaiic^t  trantiubstantiation,  the  llou-'te  may 
be  referred  to  what  has  been  before  statedMn>d  to  its  de^ 
cision  tipoii  a  fiiuiilur  project  in  a  former  session.  Tbia  is 
said  to  relate  solely  to  matters  of  spiritual  and  religious 
belief;  not  interfering  with  allegiance  or  civil  duly.  Tlic 
object  of  it,  however,  was  to  ascertain  effectually  nhAt  per- 
sons did  hold,  or  were  tliought  to  hold,  opinions  interfering 
with  allegiance  properly  understood.  This  provision  nas 
must  industriQusIy  preserved  at  ani  since  the  KeTolutio»t  us 
a  most  e-stentml  provision  of  law:  not  oidy  the  &uhjvct»i 
whetlier  members  of  llie  Church  of  En^Uind,   Prote^tac^t 
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Dissenters,  or  Quakers,  were  required,  but  the  Sovereign 
was  required  to  make  this  declaration, — the  sovereign  to 
make  it  in  the  most  Bolemn  EDanner,  upon  the  most  solemn 
occasion ; — from  that  era  to  this  hour,  from  reign  to  reign, 
the  declaration  has  been  continued  to  be  required.  And 
the  present  king  (George  IV,),  upon  his  first  entrance  into 
thb  House  as  king,  solemnly,  on  the  throne,  made  this 
declaration.  From  all  his  successors, — from  none  of  his 
subjects,  it  seems  to  be  the  purpose  of  this  bill  hereafter  to 
require  it. 

Let  us  now  advert,  my  lords,  to  the  other  parts  of  this 
bill, — this  bill  of  conciliation, — which,  professing  to  unife 
and  knit  together  the  hearts  of  ail  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
has  unfortunately  set  them  all  together  by  the  ears,  to  use 
a  vulgar  phrase.  It  has,  however,  been  said  that  tfou  are 
to  legislate;  others,  satisfied  or  dissatisfied,  are  to  take  the 
measure.  Be  it  so — but  then,  if  all  are  dissatisfied,  do  not 
insult  them  by  calling  this  a  bill  of  conciliation ! — by  telling 
them  that  it  is  a  bill  knitting  together  all  their  hearts  in 
interest,  and  love,  and  chanty,  one  towards  another, — do 
not  remind  them  of  the  fact,  that  a  person,  perceiving  one 
man  running  after  another  with  a  cat-of-nine-tails,  and  being 
asked  what  he  was  about,  declared  that  he  only  want^  to 
make  a  volunteer  of  the  person  be  was  pursuing. 

My  Lords. — As  to  all  the  rejnaining  parts  of  this  bill,  the 
first  objection  is,  that  the  Protestant  sees  no  suffident  se- 
curity in  its  enactments,  and,  such  as  that  security  is,  the 
Roman  Catholic  is  utterly  averse  to  granting  it.  But  the 
bill  is  open  in  these  parts  of  it  to  many  observaticms.  The 
House  must  be  aware  that  this  bill  is  composed  of  what 
ori^ally  appeared  in  two  bills^ — the  former  confined  to  the 
concessions,  the  latter  to  the  securities.  Tn  the  former  bill, 
his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic'  subjects  were  frequentiy 
mentioned  as  such,  but  no  mention  was  made  in  that  bill 
of  "  Uie  Roman  Catholic  Church  within  any  part  of  the 
United  Kbgdom/*  The  second  bill,  now  forming  the  latter 
part  of  the  proposed  bill,  provides  the  precautions  to  btf 
taken  in  respect  of  persons  in  holy  orders  professing^  '< 
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Boman  Catholic  religion,  wbo  may,  at  any  time  hercnE^er, 
be  elected,  uomixiatedf  or  uppointcil  lo  tlic  uxcrci^e  or  di»* 
charge  of  episcopal  dudes  or  functions  of  a  dean  in  the  said 
church,  within  any  part  of  the  United  Kiiigdoui; — uiid  tha 
oath  spe»ks  of  a  Romun  CiutLclic  hishtjp  or  deiin  in  tlis  , 
Konian  CuthoUc  Church,  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Surely,  my  lords,  the  House  would  expect,  if  it  thinks 
proper  to  acknowledge  in  statutes  a  Roman  Catliolic  Cliarcb 
«s  a  church  in  England,  that  this  acknowledgment  shouldfl 
ha%T  appeared  in  some  other  fonn.      Surdy  llie  House,  be- 
fore it  can  pass  such  a  hw  as  this,  speaking  of  bishops  and  | 
deans  in  tlie  Roman  Cadiolic  Church,  a£  a  church  acknow- 
ledged by  English  kw  as  existing  in  EngUnd,  will  expec 
to  be  soinewhat  better  informed  than  K  now  is,  bow  thes&4 
bishops  and  deans  arc  to  be  el^^cted,  noinmuteil,  or  appolntt'd  1 
to  the  exercise  or  discharges  of  iheir  duties  and  functiom. 
We  have  often  beard  of  the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  in^ 
Ireland, — of  its  titular  bishops  of  panicular  places  in  Ire*^ 
land, — it!&  titular  deans  and  <:Iiapteis; — and  if  thts  bill  pa^sed^ , 
j-ou  will  have  two  Churches  there  ready  formed, — the  Pn>-  '■ 
testant  Church,  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  with  all 
its  members  ready  to  take  their  places.     Whether  the  Uw  ^J 
of  Ireland  acknowledges  the  right  of  these  furctionarics  to^f 
nsstime  the  titles  of  archhtsbops  and   bishops  of  Dublin,  ^ 
Armagiij  and  the  other  episcopal  sees,  the  House  may  satisfy 
itself  by  inquiry ;  but  is  it  meant  that  in  England  we  art  to 
see  a  similar  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy,  with  its  titular  arch- 
bishops and  bishops  of  Canterbury,  York,  London,  Durlianit 
&C-,  its  titular  deans  and  chapters,  &c.?     Can  it  be  possibls 
that  the  legislature  c.nn  paxs  such  a  bill  as  this;  and  that  too 
as  a  bill  of  peace  and  conciliation,  without  previously  settlm^ 
in  some  measure,  how  and  in  what  form  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion  is  to  be  exercised  In  England?    Can  it  be  0Kant» 
that  in  England,  you  are  to  hitroducc  all  the  inconveaicnccfl 
and  mischief,  which  are  experienced  in  Ireland  by  the  c^ 
exijtcfKO  of  ibi;  Protestant  bierarchyand  the  Roman  Ca-^ 
tholic  hierarchy?     Wu  do  not  hear  in  England  of  utuld 
•uchhishops  and  hibhoi>s  of  j^lacci^  in  England-     We  adai 
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Ibe  epittcoi>al  clurActt^r  re«Mc5  in  the  Popish  biithop;  bul 
pur  Uw  hum  ni  Iciut  hcrctofonr,  bfN:n  supposed  io  pTohibit 
tbcir  BsBuming  titles  cotmectcd  with  places  Jii  England  as  a 
Disdflnettuour.  It  tteems,  Uicrefurt;,  to  be  a  great  ol>jectioti 
10  the  bill,  if  ^ou  think  tu  gtve  to  the  Romno  Catholics 
X>)iUcal  povi-r,  that  you  make  no  prorisioti  for  the  peaceable 
;o-«idsttiK«  of  the  ProtcstAiit  Church  and  what  is  termed 
he  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  the  United  Kingdom,  but 
emre  tht^ni  to  josile  agulmt  each  other  u»  they  may. 

My  Lord».— l^oi  at  tlic  biih  of  1791,  and  I7£»d;  see  the 
»rOTi»3ons  therein  tu  to  the  cxercbe  of  the  Homitn  CnthoUc 
etigioD,"UDong  othcn,  even  ks  to  iho  form  and  Ktmcturo 
if  their  pliees  of  worship — to  preserve  the  predominancy  of 
be  Cbtircfa  of  England,  Ha«  it  been  considered  whether 
ny  similar  provisJon^t  will  Ik  in  force  uflcr  tbin  law  |Miase*? 
>rt  are  wc  to  have  a  Roman  Catbotic  cathedral,  vying  hi 
iingnificctKc  with  our  Protestant  Cathedral,  for  tlic  exercise 
f  the  Roman  Catholic  rcli^j^ion  by  Us  archbiehop?,  deans 
nd  chapters  i  Is  it  iiic^it  there  sltaM  be  this  |>ubljc 
isplsy  of  a  Roman  Catholic  Church  F  A  mode  of  wor* 
itp,  wlicn  set  up  in  opposition  to  tlie  national  wombip, 
nd  when  allowed  to  be  exercised  in  peace,  wc  have  been 
idp  **  should  be  exercised  with  decency,  gracitude,  and 
uinSlity"* 

My  Lonln, — It  is  uiineeesKary  to  trouble  the  lloiwe  much 
I  to  the  enactments  rtOative  to  the  commlssionera  to  be  ap* 
>lnted  in  England  and  Ireland  according  lo  tWts  bill, 
here  has  been  abundani  reason  to  know,  that  the  Ronvan 
athoUe  clergy  of  Ireland  will  not  accept*  as  a  boon,  those 
mctmcnts;  that  tliey  will  not  submit  to  that  inter  position  of 
veto  by  Protestant  uuibority,  which  in  conceded  by  other 
otntin  CatboUcs  to  Ccmporal  fovcrcigiin.  Tbiit  ia  not  the 
It  time  m  which  tbls  sort  of  conciUadon  has  bt»en  at- 

*  b  il  naanl  that  Ronab  CaihoLic  jndgi!*  upon  ihoir  oirouiU,  tobMl  in 
tfenaiaap  aod  furtountif^i]  hj  tlu'ir  nttcndar^ti^  ihull,  b«lbn  ih^  proceed 
die  adcjiniilrttion  of  jtialiL-i^,  ha  tvnduct^d  in  thr  kcx.  ytt  nil  ihc  couniry. 
HotDOii   Catholic  plicct  of  vronbip^  ai  thej  now  ak  to  l*retc*ttni 
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tempted,  and  lu  vain,  aiul  prcWl>ly  90mo    in  the  Ho 
know  whiht  has  passed  in  Ivcldiid  upon  Uib  subject*  in  ti 
course  of  tlie  last  week. 

As  to  tbat  part  of  the  billi  my  lords,  whidi  relates 
bulls,  dispensations,  atid  otlier  instrtunenls  irum  the  see  of 
Roaiej  in  e.  country  in  vrliicli  the  cxrrd&e  of  o  dispensing 
pov'cr  cost  a  king  hU  croTni»  this  bill  proposes,  in  some 
instance>,  to  do  whiit  look&  as  if  it  iiuthonxed  somv  cui 
inisaioneis,  in  others  vue  conrniisaioaer,  tind  that  otie 
eccle&uistlcal  commissioner,  professing  the  Romun  Catholii 
religion,  to  dispense  with  the  laws  itgaliist  receiving  b^i 
iu$U'unient5  from  Rome.  How  can  it  be  expected,  t 
the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  will  admit  the  inspection 
these  infltruments  ?  Wc  have  beard  that  the  preaent  Po; 
has  himself  declared,  ihat  nerer,  in  any  intercourse  wi 
a  Protestant  or  Raman  Catholic  power,  was  the  eccleaianticfll^ 
power  GO  subservient  to  tJie  lay  authorities^  ms  to  nlloo  the 
rescripts  or  other  imtrumcnlA  to  be  submitted  to  them.  It 
well  behoves  tlie  legislature  to  pause  before  it  will  give  ft 
legal  sanction  of  any  kind  to  foreign  hxtercourse  wit))  Ron 
if  such  tire  the  sentimenls  of  the  Roman  Cathulic  clergy  a 
the  Pope. 

Without  meaning  to  impute,  my  lords,  and  dittavowing  ihe 
intention  to  impute,  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  day 
aonic  of  tile  teneC^^  which  some  in  former  times  were  s<ud  Eo 
eitteruin,  their  opmions  and  tho&e  of  their  Church  are  yet 
such,  an  make  it  seem  to  he  altogether  inconsistent  m  ft 
government,  settled  as  essentially  Protectant,  with  a  Protea- 
tnnt  Established  Church,  to  grant  them  pohtical  power. 
The  Churches  of  Bn^^land  and  Ireland  arc  now  one  united 
Pn>tt-»t&ut  Church, — what  endangers  the  one  must  endanger 
the  o4her.  If  the  couceaaiona  proposed  to  be  granted  by 
lliL*  hill  are  granted,  and  without  decuritien,  (and  what  se- 
curities that  will  be  given  has  the  wisdom  of  mnn  yei  do* 
vUcd?)  U  it  possibtc  to  believe  that  the  Iruh  Ronian 
CaCholici  will  make  lhi»  bill  of  coru;c»ion5  a  resting  point? 

My  Lord 3.— Demand  has  followed  from  time  to  time  upon 
demand,  and  demand  wilt  follow  from  time  to  time  upon 
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Semuudi  liU  nothing  more  can  be  asked  ;  for  till  toleriuifiii  of 

llic  Roman  Catholics  in  Irclund  glveu  way  to  Homuu  C^tlio- 

HG  c5Ublij»limcnt,  nnd  I'rolcatjml  tatabliahmcut  aball  be  suC' 

{ecdcd  by  such  a  portion  of  U>1«ratt04i  of  Protc«tanU  m  the 

Etouuj  CAlhoKcs  nia^  he  disposiei)  to  uUov  them,  il  c^iuiot 

be  ratioiiidlj^  expected  that  the  Roman  CAlhoUcs  there  vrill 

teiwe  their  atruggles  to  stip|iUot  the  Protcstiuit  Church,  if 

hey  do  not  disturb  the  ^Itlomcnt  of  property.       In  fAct» 

ibe  Dforc  sincere  the  Komun  CathoUca  arc  in  their  religious 

^het,  ll»c  wore  tlrongly  mu»t  tlicy  ie  impelled  to  weaken 

ho   ProleftUint   Chureh.     The  fcoru  of  those  conajderublc 

pen,  who  opposed  the  ^ant  of  the  eketive  franchise  in  Ire* 

unJ,  vctc  thought  to  be  chimerics)  i  but  do  thejr  now  appear 

0  ha^  been  chimerical? 

Ifthia  Rill  should  pass,  luy  l^rds.  the  next  demand  will 

le  to  ropeol  all  the  necuriticB  which  it  cnoeta,     Aiid,  Indet^l, 

utnoar  ha»  told  us  that  theic  have  not  been  wanting  ihoao 

rbo  bftvc  thought  it  expedient,  on  the  part  of  the  Roman 

'ftlholics  (■>  h:t  the  hill  p*is5T  such  OkSt  it  js,  netwittutandiii^ 

U  their  ohjectiom  toit  \  thereby  establiflhing  the  concea^ionx, 

nd  tru^iling  confidently  to  the  repeal,  in  atwther  scKatien,  of 

ic  aeeuriticjt*     It  ia  said,  that  thta  bill,  if  punM,'^!,  would  be 

bill  of  peace  and  conciliation.      Is  there  not  abundant 

raaon  Co  believe  that  it  would  in  truth  introduce  confusion, 

td  domestic  discord,  mid  elenul  fttrtiggle  Fur  puwur  ?     \Vc 

WW  what  ba«  bci^n  the  vHect  of  our  preaunt  ei»tablUluncnl 

r  many  genrrutionei.      What   will  be   the  cfiVct  of  ihe  pio- 

>«cd  cliangc^  con  at  bent  be  but  matter  of  uncertain  specu- 

tion  ond  conjecture.      The    Lorda  and   Commons*  were 

sembled  at  Wcslnunater,  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  '*  in 

dcr  to  settle  such  an  establishment,  ibut  eur  religion,  laws, 

dlibertiesmight  not  again  be  in  danger  of  being  aubTeited." 

it  possible  to  Riaintain  that  by  auch  a  total  change  of  what 

i%  then  establi&hcd  as  is  now  meditated,  they  may  not  again 

in  danger  of  being  suhvei-tcd  f     Let  us  not  disturb  the 

ppincss  of  the  great  mass  of  Protc£t4ints.      Let  us  not  nits* 

ie  the  present  )>caceubk  doraeanour  of  the  Protcatanl  part 

the  commuuity,  produced   b}'  the  influence  of  the  con* 
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gdcnc€  with  wliiuh  they  liope  Parliament  will  nox  finat! 
adopt  them^  for  their  assent  to  these  mea^uresr  or  An  incliffcr- 
ence  about  them* 

My  Lords. — The  times,  it  is  said,  are  changetl,  and 
Koman  Caiholios,  it  is  said,  are  changed  \ — he  it  so; 
such  change  does  not  affect  the  soundness  of  the  principli 
upon  which  this  kingdom  has  established  ilfielf  as  a  "  Pro- 
testant kingdom/'  with  the  power  of  the  state  in  Protvstant 
hnnds,  and  with  a  Protestant  church  establishment,  and 
toleration,— toleration  from  time  to  time  enlarged  to  the  oi- 
mo£t  extent  the  public  welfare  will  admit;  but  toleration 
only, — for  those  who  dissent  from  it.  It  may  be  ihat  die 
Church  of  Home  itself  has  changed  some  of  its  tenets.  Its 
Protestant  advocates  tell  us  so, — its  Roman  Catholic  de- 
fenders deny  it.  But  we  are  led  not  to  doubt  that  the 
present  Pope  has  re-estabUshed  the  order  of  Jesuits, — that 
the  Inquisition  was  revived, —  we  have  heard  of  bulls  agaui&t 
Protestant  societies  distributing  the  Scriplures.  "We  hav« 
heard  of  transactions  respecting  bishops  in  Belgium.  Vt'c 
hear  of  the  establishment  at  Stonyhurst,— we  hear  of  Jesuits 
there,  though  we  are  told  the  Pope  does  not  consent  to  their 
establishment  in  countries  which  are  not  willing  to  receive 
them ;  and  we  might  ask  where  the  person  at  tlte  head  of 
the  Stonyhurst  establishment  now  is,  and  for  what  purpose 
he  is  whei%  be  is  said  to  be? 

We  have  been  told,  my  lords,  that  in  Ireland,  where  the 
Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  exists,  they  have  their  synods  and 
consistorial  courts ;  and  they  are  misrepresented,  if  tliey  d^H 
not  use  their  excommunications,  and  their  refuels  to  gif^l 
the  sacrament,  for  purposes  which  it  would  he  difHcuU  to 
consider  as  of  a  purely  spiritual  nature,  or  to  reconcile  to 
law  of  the  land. 

"  Persecution   for  religious   opmionf*,"  says  Blacksto 
■'  however  ridiculous  and  absurd,  is  against  sound  pohcy  ani 
civil  freedom-     If  men  quarrel  with  the  ecdesi^itticjil  CKta- 
blishment,  the  civil  magbtraie  has  nothing  to  do  with  it, 
unlc^  their  tenets  or  practice  are  such  as  threaten  disturbance 
hi  the  »Uite.     lie  i»  bound,  howcwr,  to  protect  the  Esta- 


and" 
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ttlUlicd  Cburcli,  and  if  chat  c«iii  be  better  irffccti^  by  adDitt- 
in^  none  but  Jib  geaniiM.'  iiLembcr^  (u  oOlie!*  of  iru^tt^  hv  b 
^citaiiil^  at  Ittwity  mj  to  cli»,  the  tlbpohjil  of  thcin  l>c'mg 
tmtters  of  discretion^'* 

Mcji  of  great  nnnio  seem  to  have  been  influcncctl  hy  a 
crvuuion,  that  Po|ier^  ba$  neccs^iril)   a  connexion   with 
ivil  t^Toiuiv.     Loril  Clare  brU  "  cdUi>fUi:al  ubedieiiie  to  tlic 
^ope  to  be  iiicoii»i5teiil  witb  tbe  duties  of  civil  alkginnoc  to 
Protestant  dUtv/'     Let  tbc  words  of  Lord  IlnrdwieLc  be 
ftd  in  R-n>cinb ranee : — "  It  well  dewrvea,"  he  sojs,  "  the 
friou*  attention  of  die  wbolc  nation^of  Vfhttt  iui])ortttDl  coii- 
quoncc  it  i«,  to  preserve  not  only  tbc  n&mtr  uiid  outward 
rin  of  the  Piotcstant  aiuunti  m,  but  tbc  ivaX  uniform  belief 
id  practice  of  it.     IndiiTercncc  to  all  religion  prepdrcs  man 
r  tLe  Gxtenia]  prufe^nion  of  any,  and  what  nuy  that  not 
id  to?"     "  Gitc   me  tcdvc,"  added   lie,  speaking  ui    tlie 
'««CDGC  of  the  Ijords  and  Cummon^  "  giTC  tac  Icaie  to 
Srm  before  tbia  >|;ii^iit  d^acmbly^  tJiat,  can  ubi^tiacted  frum 
ligious  eoniiiderationFi,  the  PrtitesUtiii  religivn  ougbt  to  be 
Id  in  tbc  liigliest  reverence^  4U  the  surrst  barrier  of  our 
ll  constitution.     Eecte^SastiGol  osurpiuSoii  m:Moui  fuiJa  to 
1  in  civil  l^raiaij'     Tbc  frcsent  happy  Mrtdi-iueut  of  tlie 
UVFO  liif  in  truth,  and  not  in  naine  only,  tbe  Proteatant  auc- 
tion;'— and  tlie  inviolable  prcxervution  of  lb4l  wise  and 
idoiucntol  law  made  uncc  the  Kciolution,  whereby  every 
pbt  is  absolutely  excluded  front  inheriting  tbc  Crown^ 
I  he  a  i^otid  ^eeurity  to  our  posterity  against  all  vrho  shall 
£b  for  tbe  destruction  of  oui  libcrtie**'*     (Hear,  bear!) 
htbe  criea  of  "  IIe2ir»  hear,''  mean  to  intimate  tluit  noble 
u  who  arc  i»car,  dccin  this  ai  Lord  llardwioke's  declora-' 
Lof  opuiioi>,  that  tlie  happy  settlement  of  the  Crown,  con- 
■  only  ui  excluding  a  Papist  from  tlic  throne,  iutd  in  no 
tner  dt-'pernled  upon  the  Crovm's  being  surrounded  with 
estunt  councib,  aiid  that  that  exclusion  aloDCr  though  tl»c 
tiliould  be  aunouoded  in  all  departnems  of  oifitea 
fR^mon  Catholic  odvberB  (eoeinies  to  that  Protestant 
1,  which  i-t  here  sotd  to  be  the  «ure»t  iMUricr  of  our 
:>nstitution)  would  be  a  solid  security  for  our  liberties. 
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tlicy  impute  to  bini  a  want  of  judgment,  and  cwttrjidiclM: 
in  what  Uc  decWes,  altogetlier  incoiiaibttriit  with  hia  xrtrat 
charitctcr*  May  th^  posterity  of  tbo^e  itulric  lurda  ftud,  m^^ 
the  preservitt^on  ofQur  present  laws, — ui  thoM?  vixt  mid  fun^^f 
datnental  laws,  which  rctjuire  the  Thrtmc,  the  Governnteiit, 
and  tlie  Chiuch,  to  be  uimlterably  And  for  ever  Prote-Atanl* 
t bat  solid  sectuitj  fur  their  liberties,  whicli  ihcy  can  uever 
Iijjd  ill  oxcludbig  Ji  Fapiat  from  the  t!ux>»e,  but  aurroundiDg 
;l  TroIeMant  Ulig  with  PopiaU  iulTbers! 
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KiGHT  honoukaulk  the  earl  of  livkrpoov 

l-UIME  UlNBTER   AND  FIRST   LORD  OK  THE  TUt\HVW,\, 

When  the.  Krfond  rcJi^tiiig  nf  the  Ifoiraii  CjilWIc  Itelief  Dili  wa* 
movril  in  the  House  of  LoHa,  May  IT,  1H25,  Irf>rd  ColcHcAicr 
hiviiig  jnopoied  an  amendment  ihai  ■*  tikis  bill  be  r^^ad  this  daj 
wx  nionihs"^aiid  s^^verd  l*eer»  liavjng  ^eliverrd  ibeir  xenlinicriK, 
the  Eti^ht  fiouourable  and  Noblt*,  ihc  K^hi.  or  LivvnrooL, 
PrUne  Minister  of  State  and  First  Lord  oftbo  Treasitry,  addree««d 
ihe  llcu^c  in  tlte  following  tloijueDd  entTKVik',  aud  tndr  coo* 
stituiioriAl  laaguagv. 

^Mv  LottDi^ — I'Hie  as  the  hour  ik,  I  cannot  Buffbr  the  epeecb 

[of  the  noble  Marquis  (Lan^down)  who  has  juU  ^at  dovn,  io 

Ipaas  without  troubling  the  Home,  and  1  fear  at  uomc  length^ 

^Kvitb  some  olwcrvfltions  in  reply  to  it.     1  am  Tc:idy,  for  niy- 

l  ftplf,  at  one*"  to  meet  the  question  as  a  quontion  of  cxpodicn^ 

I  _to  look  fairly  at  the  advantagcj:  which  &ro  expected  from 

rit,  and  at  tho  fvila  to  fthich  it  may  gjvo  rine.     But,  my  lordi^ 

;l  cannot  do  this  wilhout  ii ret  calling  the  attenlion  of  yoa? 

lordshipa  to  tlie  ftituation  in  which  th«  Houtc  stands  with 

'  re!*[M>cl  to  Ihe  qiionlion — a  Mtuntion  ahich,  in  my  judpiicnl, 

IK  rrpiully  novel  and  tn<-onvrnicnt.     Jneonsorjuonce  i>f  evcnlfl 

in  lrclaii<t  whit^h  transpired  prior  to  th«  aiseinbliiig  of  Pai^ 
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Uamcnt,  Parlimncnl  hnn  found  it  ncccasarv  to  p^B$  an  »ct 
pultifip;  down  llic  body  called  the  Catboltc  Aiwodalion,  ami 
ftbo  to  iiifltltute  ao  tiujuiry-t  by  botU  branches  of  tbc  IcguU* 
itirCp  Hito  Uic  atuCe  of  the  sister  king^lom  gcncrnlly- 

NoMT,  my  lords,  ctt^n  if  I  hud  Iwcn  fmourable  to  the  con- 

jcssiODji  of  tbc  Roman  Cutl^oUc  ctiimt8,  I  fihculd  certainly^ 

lader  iiaeb  eircuin»taDee«,  Lave  thouglit  It  right  to  Aw^it 

he  rctfuU  of  the  tni|ULr)i  no  inatttuted,  nnd  at  all  event*  to 

cgi»lotc  only  upon  a  full  inventtgatioii  of  the  nubjcct.     No 

lUch  course,  however,  it  scein^t  w  to  be  adopted  by  ibe  prg- 

DOters  of  tbc  pre»cnt  measure.     The  bill  is  brou^-bt  Ui  witJi- 

kut  one  moment  wutting  for  ifLtelbt;encci  nor  is  it  tbc  mere 

kill  Iwfore  the  House  that  ia  to  ho  brought  forward ;  but  4wo 

thcrs  are  devbe<l,  got  up  with  equal  bu.tte  nnd  equal  want 

f  conaid oration ;  Home  of  the  provUions  of  which  a>ay  ^o, 

letbapOj  to  atlcrUte  the  cribi  belonging  to  the  main  tiie^iiurc, 

■lit  otlura  there  nrej  which  scctn  to  mc  no  leu  Ukcly  to 

icrcane  it« 

Why,  then,  my  lordit,  it  i»  not  one  measure  of  change  that 

propotedf  but  three ;  atid  what  arc  they — on  what  i»  each 

I  depend — and   what  is   tbcir  connexion?      This  conrsc 

igbt  answer  the  purpo?ic  of  the  advocatcn  of  tjjc  Roman 

itlioticS)  it  might  serve — tu  it  Is  meant  to  do — to  C4ileh  a 

vr  dtray  vote»  on  the  right  or  the  le^^  but«  in  wh.it  sort 

Aituation  tH   (he   House  of  Loi-d»,  I  A«k,  placed   by  such  a 

oocvding?     I  desire;  ta  knovr  whjtt  it  is  expected  the  House 

Xord^  fdtjill  do.     The  House  of  Commons  has  put  us  in 

Ib  umidiiiun— it  has  i^ent  us  up  a  bill  which  we  know  not 

w  to  act  by;  having  purcha-^cil  a  mnjonty  for  tbia  bJlb  by 

;  intrxKlnctiun  of  other  mcaaurea.     I  do  protciit  ngnin,  my 

ds,  titat  I  hsve  iKVi-i  known  Jiny  public  body  placed  in  90 

gntcefui  11  bituatioo  as  the  Ix>rda  are  by  tbli  conduct  of 

?  other  ITuuM?. 

Surely,  uiy  lords,  at  least,  we  ought  lo  know  what  it  is  we 
/e  lo  decide  upon— whether  it  ia  tbc  mea^iurc  subimtted 
us  aloi»e,  or  this  measure  as  joined  and  connected  with 
>then»?  For  niysetf,  as  far  as  my  opinion  goes,  perhaps 
luwtion,  bowe\er,  i»  one  of  sUghl  consideration;  for  I 
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detest,  from  tbe  bottom  of  m^  heart,  tbe  bill  abeady  in  tbe 
Hoiue.  A  great  part  of  it  I  take  to  be  ncoisense ;  some  of 
it  is  even  still  worse.  Tbe  least  objectionable  part  of  the 
billj  as  I  tbink,  is  tbe  coocessionB  wbich  it  proposes  making 
to  tbe  Roman  Catholics;  for  upon  this  subject  I  will  be 
content  to  put  one  short  question  to  tbe  House — will  your 
lordabips  relieve  the  Roman  Catholic  from  the  disabilities 
under  which  he  labours,  or  will  you  not? — and  if  your  lord- 
ships reply  in  the  affirmative,  then  I  will  engage  to  draw  up 
a  Inll  for  the  purpose  in  half  an  hour,  which  shall  not  be 
liable  to  a  tenth  part  of  the  objections  wbich  apply  to  this 
now  upon  the  table.  In  short,  my  lords,  the  simple  question 
as  to  the  great  measure  seems  to  me  to  be — will  tbe  House, 
or  win  it  not,  remove  tbe  Roman  Catholic  disabihdes  ?  And 
this  questioD — perhaps  one  of  the  most  importast  that  Par- 
liament has  ever  been  called  upon  to  decide — canuot  too  soon 
be  treated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  place  it  on  a  firm  and  solid 
basis. 

The  noble  lords  oppo^te  maintain,  that  it  is  fittbg  to  grant 
the  concessions  demanded ;  because  the  Romui  Catholics 
of  this  country  and  Ireland  ought,  and  are  entitled,  to  enjoy 
equal  civil  rights  and  immunitiea  at  all  points  with  Aeir 
I^testant  brethren,  Now,  my  lords,  this  is  the  plain  pro- 
position of  the  advocates  for  emandpation ;  and  I  will  deal 
plainly  with  it.  I  meet  it  with  a  decided  negative.  I  aay, 
my  lords,  that  the  Roman  Catholics  are  not  entitled  to  equal 
rights  in  a  Protestant  country,  and  this  opinion  I  will  suatzun. 
Upon  some  points  I  have  been  iavourahle  to  the  Roman 
Catholics;  1  do  not  know  but  there  are  others  upon  which 
I  may  still  be  so;  but,  upon  the  broad  principle — that  they 
are  entitled  to  equal  rights  with  their  Proteatant  fellow-sub- 
jects— I  and  their  friends  are  at  direct  bsue.  I  admit — no 
man  can  dream  of  denying  it — that  all  subjects  in  a  free  state 
are  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  equal  rights  upon  equal  - 
conditions  j  but  then  the  qualification  of  this  principle  in 
ttie  case  of  tbe  Roman  Catholics  is  clear — the  Roman  Catho- 
lics who  demand  these  equal  rights,  do  not  afford  equal  con- 
ditions. 
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My  Lords. — Thedi&rence  is  this — it  is  stated  in  a  moment, 
— the  Proteatant  gives  an  entire  allegiance  to  bis  Sovereign, 
the  Roman  Catholic  a  divided  one.  The  service  of  the 
former  is  complete;  that  of  the  latter  only  qualified ;  and 
unless  it  can  be  proved  to  me,  that  the  man  who  works  for 
half  a  day  is  entitled  to  as  much  wages  as  the  man  who 
works  the  whole  day,  or  in  other  words,  that  the  half  is  equal 
to  the  whole,  I  cannot  admit,  that  the  Roman  Catholic,  whose 
allegiance  is  divided  between  a  spiiitual  and  a  temporal 
master,  is  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  same  civil  rights 
and  privileges  as  the  Protestant,  whose  alle^ance  is  undi- 
vided, and  who  acknowledges  but  one  ruler. 

Thus  much  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  premise,  my 
lords,  before  I  enter  upon  the  question  of  expediency ;  be- 
cause, great  as  may  be  the  arguments  drawn  from  expedi- 
ency, it  is  necessary  in  the  first  instance,  to  found  those 
arguments  upon  the  solid  and  immutable  principles  of  jus- 
tice; and  although  I  have  attended  the  discussions  of  tbb 
subject  for  twenty  years,  I  think  it  can  be  placed  upon  no 
other  intelligible  footing. 

I  shall  not  now,  my  lords^  enter  into  any  theological  dis- 
cussions. I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  power  which,  not- 
withstanding all  that  has  been  said  upon  the  subject,  I  main- 
tain the  Pope  still  holds  over  the  great  body  of  the  Roman 
Catholics.  I  know  that  it  has  been  the  poHcy  of  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Roman  Catholics  to  maintain  that  this  power  is 
extinct;  but  I  need  only  to  refer  to  the  evidence  before  your 
lordships — evidence  which  must  strike  with  surprise  every 
man  who  is  not  acquainted  vnth  it — to  prove  the  extraordinary 
influence  which  is  even  at  this  day  exercised  by  the  Pope  of 
Rome- 

It  is,  my  lords,  incontestably  proved,  by  the  evidence  of 
Dr.  Doyle,  Dr.  Ryan  and  other  dignitaries  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  that  the  presentation  to  vacant  sees  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Ireland  is  vested  in  the  Pope  at 
this  moment — that  he  exercises  an  absolute  and  uncontrouled 
power  of  appointing  whom  he  pleases  to  vacant  bishopricks. 
He  may,  perhaps,  (the  evidence  stated)  yield  occasionally  to 
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the  recaiumendatian  of  others,  but  the  etrict  righc  of  nomir 
tion  he  reserves  to  himself.  That  he  has  occasionally  yielded 
to  the  reprc^cmatiou  of  others  has  been  fully  proved  by  the 
t^vidence  uf  I>r.  Doyle^  who  atateil  before  your  lordsUlp'^t 
committee,  that  James  11.,  his  sou,  and  grantlson,  had.  for 
a  f^ucceasioD  of  years,  recommended  to  the  vucant  irbh 
bUliojjricks,  ami  that  Che  Pope  had  invariably  attended  to 
I  heir  lecoinmendaCions 

If,  therefore,  my  lords,  the  King  of  FVancc,  or  the  Kin 
of  Spain,  or  any  of  the  members  of  ihat  bugbear  of  the  nobb 
lords  opposite,  the  Holy  Alliance,  were  now  to  rectnnincn<l 
the  Pope,  who  can  say  thai  he  would  not  listen  lo  their' 
recommend  all  0:1  ?     Will  any  one  then  say,  that  a  ^leople  so 
drcunistanced  are  entitled  to  a  community  of  civil  rights ; 
privileges  with  the  Protestants? 

I  know,  my  lords,  it  has  been  said,  that  the  progress 
education  and  the  march  of  civiUsation  have  wrought  wondc 
among  the  Roman  Catholics ;  and,  looking  to  the  prfi 
aspect  of  the  tunea,  it  may,  perhaps,  uppoar  to  fiuperficij 
observers,  that  little  danger  is  to  be  apprehended.  Uut  '- 
will  remiud  your  lordships,  that  the  horizon  is  ofl<*ii  tb 
clearest  and  most  serene  when  the  tempe^^t  is  nearest.  An 
here  I  will  appeal  to  history,  and  ask  your  lordships,  at,  ^ 
what  period  did  the  EstabUshed  Church  appear  to  he  in^^l 
more  flourishing  condition,  than  at  the  Restoration  0^^ 
Charles  II.?  And  yet  in  twenty  yearn  jifterwurds  it  waj^  thnt 
the  greatest  revolution  took  place  id  the  condition  of  1 
Church ;  and  it  was  next  to  a  miracle  that,  by  the  macbina 
fioiis  of  a  Popish  prince,  it  was  not  overwhelmed  in 
common  ruin  with  the  iSUiie  and  Constitution  of  thi»i  country. 
This,  then,  my  lonU,  is  a  subject  which  ought  not  to  be 
pasMe<l  over.  It  i»  not  to  the  Pope,  as  I'ope,  that  1  object; 
it  id  to  the  principle  of  the  existence  of  such  a  power  as  tint 
in  the  Pope.  It  is  to  the  doctrines  aiu)  dogmas  of  the 
Koman  CatUoUc  Church  tluLt  I  object.  My  objections  are 
not  to  tlie  doctrine  of  transubstantiatjon  or  purgatory,  but 
the  power,  the  temporal,  the  practical  pover  of  ita  Prieil 
hood  over  ail  the  relations  of  private  life* 
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^The  noble  mar^tiis  ntntv^,  ray  lorJ«,  that  the  cotMltict  of 

C  Ronian  Cnlljolic  clcr^j  hab  iiothin;;  lu  ilo  with  the  pruc- 

lil  dbcLuaioit  iff  (hia  i|ue::ilitii>.     I  caimol  agrrc  wkh  the 

bk  inaT<]u»  in  th^t  opimon;  ns  I  think  llic  conduct  of  th« 

)iniin  CatlivUc clrrg J  mainly  inAu€ii<:es  ihftt  of  the  Iloinan 

Ittolic  bodj  i  and  tbiH  iwrtrssarily  arisen  fVoni  lliv  nature 

Uh!  relattoiia  extStto^;  betirrc<7ii  llit-m. 

Widi  rctpccl,  in)  lonli,  to  tlic  tiuty  of  confession^  for  ex- 

ple— it  has  been  aNM.Ttv«l  by  ioine  »oblc  lords,  tliat  vrCf 

dtv^tajita  also  recognixe  the  <ltity  of  confcHMoii — I  aiUnit 

t  we  do,  hut  mark  the  di0crvitce  between  the  Roman 

tliolie  and  the  ProtestJint'     IVc  do  not  require  the  per* 

mance  of  it  as  an  indispensable  duty,    M'e  do  »ot  even 

tt«p  much  h^  rcr(|uire  Its  perfonnaiice  ;  and,  itlthough  wc 

ievc  that  ub=*oliition,  or  fo^gi\^^pess  of  srns,  h  llie  rosiUt 

sincere  rcpentaoc*!  And  rt^f^nnntion  of  life,  vc  do  not,  u 

Rotnan  Catholics  do,  insist  npon  an  annual  confeitslon, 

maintain  that  what  U  called  the  aKsohttion  of  tlie  Priest 

lUDts  lo  a  sort  of  wliiiu-wawhiiig  of  the  dinner     (Hear.) 

have  not,  however,  tny  lords^  done  with  the  evils  of  this 

Mn  of  corfession,  as  practiced  hy  the  Roman  Cachohe. 

here  I  must  again  ret|iief;t  }'our  lordships'  attention  to  the 

CTice  given  before  ycur  conn^ittee-    From  parts  of  this 

snce  it  appears  that  if  Itie  ^>er&ori  who  confuases  wer<'  to 

Dse  the  commission  of  the  most  enormous  crime,  the  Priest 

»und  to  secresy  (hear),     Neither  is  lh«  bond  of  secrcsy 

■ed  (o  crimes  ubich  have  been  eommitlect;  it  extendi 

Dve  wbieh  arc  intended  to  be  committed,  and  not  only 

le  person  who  makes  the  confession,  hut  hy  any  of  his 

Lintances.     So  that  if  the  Priest  were  to  become  cogni- 

»f  the  most  altocious  conspiracy — of  one,  for  example, 

)w  up  both  Houses  of  Parliameiil— and  here,  i   am 

ig  no  imagiuary  case — it  would  not  be  in  his  pover  to 

Rthe  secret.     1  H-ill  go  further  and  say,  mjr  lord»,  that 
*riest  were  to  meet  a  person  nt  a  |3lacc  where  two 
meet,  atid  if,  under  the  seal  of  confession,  lie  bad  been 
.  that  n  TOurrlercr  was  waiting  for  that  person  at  some 
i: 
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dUtance  on  the  ng1it>  he  would  not  be  jui^tiHed  in  ft*y>ilg 
Tiim,  "  Go  10  the  left,  and  jou  will  escape  ilic  fine  which  ii 
prcpnnng  for  you."    What  description  of  rcligioHi  then,  t 
thi^,  who^e  professors  we  am  c;alle<l  on  to  Jnvctil  wilh  ctxH 
rights  ?     Is  It  too  mueb  to  say,  that  they  urc  under  tJie  e 
cUi^ivG  dominion  of  tlieir  Priesia : 

I  next  come,  m^  lordi^,  to  the  question  of  education.  A 
liere  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saving,  that  1  see  iiisurinoum 
able  di  Hi  cullies  which  apply  to  no  other  class  of  Dissenter, 
and  the  reason  is  obvious.  In  the  case  of  ether  Difific»tci 
tlicy  all  acknowledge  one  common  foundation  for  inscructioj 
— ihe  liibici  but,  from  i.he  indisci hninate  use  of  ihis  ^CTtt 
book,  the  lioman  Catholic  is  debarred  h}  his  Pncfat. 

I  coine  next,  my  lords,  to  a  subject  of  great  importance, 
as  connected  with  the  influence  of  the  Pricsis  atid  lite  difli* 
cidiy  of  reconciling  the  two  lehgious.     1  allude  to  the  sub-, 
ject  of  iiurriogc.    The  Roman  Catholic  Priest  dttallowg  tl 
\aLidi1y  of  marriages  which  have  been  contracted  withi; 
certain  degrees  of  kindred  which  are  not  recognized  by  lii 
church,  altht>u^h  they  are  by  the  [aw  of  the  land.     Tbu% 
die  Fiiest  and  the  law  arc  at  issue:  for,  while  llieone  ac- 
knowledges the  vahdity  of  the  contract,  the  other  tells  ibcwc 
by  whom  it  is  entered  into,  that  they  are  hvin^  in  a  itate  of 
sin,     There  arc  other  instances  of  intcrrcTx^nce  upon  thi 
subject^  to  which  I  think  it  necc^ary  now  toatlvcrL     1  have 
myself  known  instances  in  which  the  Koman  Catholic  Pri^t 
lias  refused  to  marry  a  Koman  Catholic  gentleman  to  a  Pr 
teslant  lady,  unless  he  en^tngcd  that  all  hh  children  &houl 
be  educated  as  itomaii  Cathalic-s.     J  wafi  desirous  to  kno^ 
whether  thii  is  tlic  case  in  IreUnd,  as  well  as  in  this  count 
and  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Munay  has  satisfied  tue  that  it  Is  so. 

How,  then,  I  ask,  my  lords,  can  tlie  profeiisors  of  such  opt^ 
poj>ite  systems  of  faith  and  practice,  be  ever  united  and  km^| 
togetlier  in  the  honds  of  social  luinuoay?  And,  If  thci^i 
cannot  be  so  uniled  ajid  knit  together,  whote  fault  U  it?  I^J 
is  not  the  fault  of  the  law»— it  U  noL  the  fault  of  the  Prot4!aiH 
tint^— 'it  is  not  the  fault  of  England  (hear). — It  is  owing  to 
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tfaemselveSj  uid  to  the  Ingoted  and  intolerant  conduct  of 
their  clergy,  the  natural  eHect  of  vhich  is,  to  create  disunioa 
and  perpetoate  distrust.    (Hear,  hear.) 

I  repeatt  n^  lords,  that  it  ia  my  wish  to  look  at  the  ques- 
tion not  theologically^  but  as  one  of  convenience ;  but  a  part 
of  this  very  question  of  convenience  must  depend  upon  the 
degree  of  inflUeEice  exercnsed  by  the  Romati  Cathohc  fmest- 
hoodj  and  on  the  species  of  influence  which  the  tenets  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  &ith  put  into  their  handa.  Naw^  with  re- 
spect to  another  part  of  their  Church  discipline,  I  mean  ex- 
eommuuication,  what  a  fearful  engine  is  this  in  the  hands  of 
the  priest.  I  know,  my  lords,  I,  shall  he  told  that  it  is  fre- 
quency evaded.  I  grant  that  it  is,  but  the  very  severity  of 
the  punishment  is  that  which  prevents  its  execution;  at 
least,  in  instances  where  the  priest  has  not  the  unanimous 
voice  of  die  congregation  with  him.  But  suppose  the  con- 
gregation were .  unanimous,  and  the  pnest  bent  upon  the 
punishment  of  some  obnoxious  delinquent.  I  do  not  say 
this  from  any  wish  to  impute  unworthy  motives  to  the 
Roman  CathoUc  priesthood  generally,  or  from  any  supposi* 
tion  that  there  is  in  that  body  any  disposition  to  the  abuse 
of  their  pover.  I  say,  however,  that  in  the  hands  of  the 
pohtical  priest,  there  can  be  no  more  fearful  or  dangerous 
engine  than  this  power  of  excommunication,  with  all  its  train 
of  horrors.  Is  not  this  proved  by  the  power  which  it  is 
upon  aU  hands  acknowledged  that  the  priest  possesses?  Do 
not  Protestants  and , Roman  Catholics,  however  differing  on 
other  nuttei^r  unite  in  this,  chat  in  the  various  counties  in 
Ireland,  the  power  of  the  landlord  is  nothing  to  that  which 
the  priest  possesses  in  cases  of  contested  elections,  and  upon 
other  occasions,  when  he  wishes  to  m^e  his  political  influ- 
ence avmlable.  . 

.  My  pecuUar  objection  to  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  is,^ 
my  lords,  that  it  penetrates  into  every  domestic  scene^  and 
inculcates  a  system  of  tyranny  never  before  known.  Now, 
what  are  the  evils  which  we  have  to  apprehend!  I  may  in 
fjumess  require  the  supporters  of  this  measure  to  prove, 
before  we  allow  this  alteration,  that  there  will  be  no  evil 
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attcntling  It.    J  will  nat  ask  so  much  fiom  them.     I  only  r^^| 
quire  them  to  shovr  me  the  benefit  of  conceding.  ^| 

If  all  the  evils  which  I  have  pointed  out  are  really  to  b^^ 
expectetl,  ihen  the  advantages  promUed  by  the  noble  lord, 
are  out  of  the  question,  I  hold — your  lordships  hold — the 
bill  hokls,  that  a  Protestant  sticcesdon  ^i^  Ibc  foundation  of 
our  constituttoual  fijstem.  I  will  say,  my  lords,  that  if  this 
measiu'e  should  pass,  the  Protectant  succesaicn  will  not  be 
worth  one  farthing-  Much  has  been  said  of  rights — ind£- 
feasible  and  natural  rights.  The  state  is  essentinlly  Protes- 
tant, the  crown  is  to  he  Protestant,  and  the  successors  (o  the 
throne  must  rake  to  the  same  faith.  But,  are  tliey  to  be  the 
only  persons  so  limited  f  1  will  speak  of  a  king's  rigbu 
here»  my  lords,  in  the  same  sense,  and  in  no  other^  as  that  tn 
which  1  would  argue  the  rights  of  a  peasant.  Is  it  not  hard 
upon  the  King  and  the  heir  to  the  throne,  that  they  must 
be  bound  to  the  Protestant  faith,  while  the  chief  juntice^  the 
miiiisterB,  and  the  secretaries  of  state,  may  be  Koman  Caibo- 
hcs?  Why  is  this?  Where  ia  the  danger  in  baring  a 
popish  or  a  papist  chancellor,  if  all  the  other  excculivc 
oliicers  may  acknowledge  the  Pope;  I  think  there  is  less 
danger  in  a  popish  chancellor,  who  may  be  reiDoved  at  plea* 
sure,  than  in  a  popish  chief  justice,  who  will  hold  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  criminal  law  In  his  controul,  and  can  only 
be  removed  by  a  peculiar  process  of  law  in  cai€  of  liis  der^^ 
liction.  ^^ 

It  is  said,  my  lords,  that  the  privy  council  may  be  increased 
by  the  ndmission  of  Koman  Catholics  and  that  it  is  unjust 
and  cruel  to  exclude  Koman  Catholics  from  such  an  appoint- 
ment of  trust  and  honour;  in  »hort»  ihat  a  Koman  CathoUc 
nugltt  be  prime  minister,  and  ha\x'  the  whole  patronage  of 
the  Church  and  State  at  his  disposal.  As  long,  however, 
n«  the  svstem  of  the  constitution  is  Protestant,  it  is  e«»eiiliil  ■ 
E  to  maintain  a  Protectant  throne  and  a  Protestant  ndminls- 
Ftralton  of  [Kd>lic  allairH.  ' 

My  Lords.— Tlic  Hoofie  ought  at  once  to  meet  this  bill  I 
ftd(]r  and  imequi vocally,  and  not  to  deceive  the  people-  j 
They  mighl  at  wvce  to  declare,  thnl  if  the  bill  were  to  pas^^ 
Groat  Britain  wiO  be  no  longer  a  Protestant  state.    11i^| 
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*il,  I  apprehend  from  the  passing  of  such  a  bill,  will  not  be 
itl]edi4U^{  but  Jl  y^HX  be  Inevitable,  ami  iflll  come  upon  the 
hintry  in  a  mann(;r  little  fxpoclcd. 

It  is  not  tliG  immcdialc  object  of  the  Roman  Catholict  tt> 

themselves  of  the   property  of   the   Efltablished 

ch.     They  lire  too  wnry  to  proceed  openly  »nd  directly 

I  any  such  design.     No:  ihcir  object  is,  in  the  first  In- 

ince,  merely  to  dimiDisb  the  property  of  <be  Church. 

liftt  i^  thv  longiinge  hvlcl,  my  lord?,  by  one  of  their  great 

thoritiefii  Vi\  Ocyle,  upon  tliis  very  point  ?     That  he  did 

ah  to  decrease  Ibc  mttj^itude  of  the  possessions  of  the 

urch;  but  he  wished  it,  not  as  a  pncst^  btit  ft$  :in  Iriah- 

n.     Is  any  man  so  blind — is  any  man  so  deal'— is  ary  man 

lost  to  all  the  benefits  of  experience,  as  not  to  know  what 

ih  language  n^nlly  means!     Is  any  man  so  thoreiii^hly  ig- 

rant  of  the  ccursc  of  human  actions,  as  not  to  know,  that 

en  once  the  property  of  the  CImrch  is  violated  under 

'  (ueh  a  prelem-e,  it  will  noon  be  seized  upon,  and  that 

h  is  the  real  object  of  Koman  Catholic  cupidity  f    The 

rt  insidious  way  in  which  the  Koman  Catholics  cai»  pos- 

y  set  about  their  work  U  to  say,  "  Take  the  property  of 

Established  Church  and  give  it  to  the  public  for  the  gc- 

il  benefit  of  the  country  "     For  when  once  the  property 

lie  Protestant  bter4rchy  is  invaded  and  impaired  by  such 

TtTti]  attack,  it  requires  but  little  wisdom  to  foretell  what 

befal  the  remainder  of  its  rights  and  possesstom. 

he  grand  maxim  of  the  Roman  Catholics  is,  my  lords: 

one  Church  Mnk^,  the  other  must  swim;  destroy  or  de- 

t  the  Prolestant  Establishment,  and  that  of  the  Roman 

lolics  will  flouriah."    There  is  nothing  inconsistent  in 

Bvidencc  before  the  House;  for  the  Roman  Catholics 

:,  that  if  they  can  destroy  the  Church  by  what  they  call 

,ative  means,  it  is  no  destruction  in  the  sense  of  their 

SEions,    To  de>:troy  this  church  is  in  fact,  their  grand 

It  is  their  duty,  their  rehgion,  their  oath,  their 

ing  to  eSect  its  downfah     Circumstances  might  or 

>t  favour  their  designs^  but  if  the  object  be  efiected, 

it  signify  whether  the  mischief  is  produced  by 
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Open  attacks,  or  by  the  more  in^iklious  method  of  impairing 
the  church  property? 

Treble  lords  seem  to  view  this  measure  ioMy  as  a  Tntmnn 
of  coiiimtjnicating  lo  the  Koman  C;ttholks  alt  die  e»joym£Dt8 
of  government  patrgnage  and  eroplojnicntSj  and  of  kiiilting 
Coj:ethcr  all  hU  Majesty  s  faithful  aubjeclfl  into  one  nation,  to 
the  ultor  oblivion  of  all  I'ormer  dissensions  and  discortl;  but 
I  have  rtlrcady  shown,  my  lords,  tliat  the  dUIJciilty  of  ob' 
tsimng  any  such  object  arises  out  of  the  vtry  spirit  of  thctr 
church.  Noble  Jords  really  upp^r  to  think^  that  hy  eiluc^^j 
tion,  find  hy  removing  the  disabilities  which  are  1^1  on  thjH 
Boman  Catholics,  all  dissenHiona  between  the  two  churcUcs 
will  cease;  but,  (tie  question  is,  ^vhether  thoefleet  of  this  bi^_ 
will  not  l>c  to  iTvcreasc  those dissenaionti?  The  bill  vill  lca«d^| 
the  two  contending  parties  where  tlicy  now  arc;  but,  by 
giving  itew  powers  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  or  at  lease  new 
capabilities  of  enjoying  power,  it  will  bring  lliem  more  into 
contact  vritlt  tlieir  Protestant  fellow-subjects,  plaoc  them  on 
a  nearer  footing  of  e<|uahty,  and  by  thus  eiEciting  desires 
which  cannot  perhaps  be  gnitilied,  fresh  occasions  wiU  axM 
of  (lis^cnaion  and  dissatisfaction.  If  it  were  possibW  to  unic« 
the  Roman  CjLtholica  and  Proiestiints  in  one  friendly  ma35y 
by  any  common  syslem  of  education,  I  should  appluuil  iIm 
etfort  to  obtain  sq  desiv'able  a  resuh;  but,  separated  as  w« 
nov  me,  and  actuated  by  ihe  spirit  by  which  it  is  well  known 
that  so  many  on  both  sides  arc  actuated,  £uch  a  project  U 
absolutely  impossible.  The  very  hope  ii  visionary;  and 
those  who  havr  the  obJErct  at  heart,  ami  have  intr<idaced  ti»e 
preseat  Tncasurcs  as  a  means  of  effecting  this  object,  wi 
find  themselves  entirely  disappomted,  and  most  egre^iou 
deceived,  if  we  have  to  carry  it  into  a  law- 

What,  then,  my  lords,  is  the  good  which  can  result  fr 
this  bill?  Will  it  tranquillize,  or  will  it  tend  to  tranquilhac 
Ireland?  I  am  sorry  that  so  much  delusion  exists  through- 
out the  country  upon  a  point  so  impoHant.  Great  mistAkefl 
h«ve  Arisen  from  the  belief  cotcrtaincd  fay  many  nu^inbert  of 
Wth  Houses,  that  because  Ireland  has  been  in  a  rory  dit* 
turbed  state,  and  because  very  objectionable  measures  ha^ 
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ftecn  resorted   to  fer  keeping    that  country  tn  pCftCCj  that 

bcrcfoK^  fill  tlw  <1i:>ti3rfaAncc3  have  growo  out  cf  the  Roman 

Tatliolic    HuL^ualiflcAtions.      It    hn*    been,    therefore,    the 

JeneniJ,  or  itt  Ien«t  &  very  combion,  impresaton,  that,  if  the 

iiicibilmcs   be  removed,  the  fuundatio[i3  of  pejiee  wHI  be  at 

ncc  cstabliahcd. 

But,  my  lord;^,  it  i»  n  proposition  of  the  dearest  demon- 

tration,  that   the  dUturbi^d  state  of  trelund  for   ihc  Unt 

fcnty  y^skj'i,  htu  had  nolliing  whalerer   Ut  do  with  the 

'lODian  Catholic  I junt lot).     Thi^  point  is  moxt  salixfnctoritjr 

rored  by  the  evideiiec  tyin^  on  your  lonUhiji^'  table.     For 

ic  space  of  twenty -Cve  years  the  Iitfturrectton  Act  bus  never 

•eji  once  put  iu  force  in  any  part  of  the  province  of  IJhlerj 

id  yet  this  province  it  the  ^i^at  scat  of  relimious  nnimosi- 

!«,  and  of  rclij;5i4jua  iielence,  the  two  paiiiea  being  ihcrc  so 

larly  upon  an  tijuality.     The  Insurrection  ,^ct,  on  die  cort- 

^ry,  b«  been  carried  into  effect  in  the  south  of  Ireland, 

4crc  no  religious  dissenaiona  have  exiftcd,  or,  at  least,  to 

e  extent  of  di-t(nrbing  ihc  public  peace.     Absetiieelsio, 

mlnned  with  the  great  subdivision  of  properly,  have  occa- 

■ned  an  increase  of  population  to  a  most  enormous  extent; 

s  has  bruught  the  cou:itry  into  a  stnte  uf  beggnryj  aiul 

[KC  have  s^prun^  all  the  disordcns  ofthe£tatc>     This  grc^t 

I,  I  am  happy  lo  say,  U  now  correcling  itself     I>r.  Doyle 

tc«  in  his  teltenir  that  the  population  of  Irelatid  \&  now 

utively  decreasing. 

tfy  Lords.— I  perfectly  agree  witli  the  right  reverend 
late  (the  Bii^hop  of  Chester)  who  spoke  in  the  course  of 
debute,  thai,  whether  the  Roman  Citholics  amount  to 
>  two,  or  three  millions  made  no  difference,  or  ought  lo 
ce  no  ditterence,  in  the  decision  of  this  question.  It  is  a 
a  question  that  ought  not  to  be  dcciiled  otherwijc  than 
ti  general  principles,  and  upon  extended  views*  But, 
t  respect  to  the  number  of  Roman  Catholic  !iul)jects,  the 
ttest  exaggeration  has,  1  am  convinceil,  Wen  risorted  to, 
oblc  duke  has  this  nigbt  stated  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
uid  to  outnumber  the  ProteUanls  in  the  proportion  of 
>  one,    *rius,my  lords,  I  have  good  reaton  for  behcving, 
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is.  an  «xaggerfition.     At  the  rery  utmost,  I  do  not  l>cltcv«] 
they  arc  more  than  in  tlic  proportion  of  three  to  one ;  and] 
tbe  returns  prove,  that  they  are  as  nearly  an  posMbW  iu  tlift' 
Game  ratio  to  each  other  ais  in  the  time  of  Sir  Wilbam  Fottyj 
with  a.  corre^poLuling  incvease  in  both. 

Your  lordships  are  told  upon  all  oec^ionswhen  thia  quM^^ 
tion  is  debnted,  thiU  the  Roman  Catholic  mhjects  of  foreign 
states  enjoy  many  ad vmUaige^  which  are  not  enjoyed  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  suhjccls  of  the   Enghfth  Cixjwn.     I   bc^j 
your  lurd&hlp!^  io  consider  that  there  are  circuiustaiicea  ia^ 
the  English  Constitution,  growing  out  of  the  very  advaiilagea 
ol'  thi^  coii^itution,  vtliich  may  make  restrictions  upon 
Romfin  Cathohcs  moie  ncce^iiHry  lU.tti  in  absolute  iiiunarcbtc 
Noble  lords  opposite  Argue,  as  if  the  Roman  CatJioiics  is 
this  country  were  deprived  of  all  ftbure  in  the  ulviUitngts 
of  our  free  constitution.     But,  even  after  excluding  lliem^^ 
from  all  which  this  hill  asks,  they  will  still  enjoy  ntorc;  cimH 
and  political  liberty  than  the  Proteat^nt^b  rctiditig  in  iiny 
Ttomaa  Catholic  stale   in  Europe-     Whatever  may  be   ihe^^ 
case  in  other  nations,  or  in  a  country  clrcumtitanced  UU^| 
Maryland,  all  I  will  say  is,  that  it  is  not  iu  the  constitution  o^^ 
this  country  to  admit  Roman  Catholics  to  those  situatioos  to 
which  the  bill  will  render  them  eligible.     There  is  theix-forc* 
no  parity  of  argument  between  the  two  countries.     The  r^ 
li^ous  freedom  desirable  and  proper  in  the  one,  may  be  fa^_ 
from  desirable  or  proper  in  the  other-  i^^ 

There  is  one  very  matenal  point,  my  lords,  upon  which  I 
mu&t  ofler  a.  few  observations.     In  the  House  of  Cominon^^ 
a  resolution  has  been  ccnte  to,  oti  the  29th  of  April, ''  That  1^^ 
inexpedient  that  provision  should  Iw  made  by  kw  for  tlie 
maintenance  of  the  secular  clergy  of  the  Roman  Catholic  r< 
ligiou  in  Ireland;"   not,  be  it  ohticrved,  tii  the  way  of  I 
re^tun  donuin,  but  a  provij^ioii  by  lav.    Now,  my  lords, 
what  is  this  but  to  eatabhsb,  lo  all  intents  aiul  purpu^«  the 
Roman  Catholic  liierarcby  in  iU  full  |>rido  imd  power?    This. 
b  going  al  once   to   the  very  object  of  Roman   Catboi 
Iriumpli.     ^Vby,   those  who  have  been  Ihe  most  alftrmew» 
and  have  thought  tbalsuch  a  state  oftbings  would  grow  ' 
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rf  tt«  present  bill,  Iihtc  n«^cr  inutgitHrd  ihtd  it  vtmld  hftte 

toen  done  ^o  openly.     Is  fluch  ft  moftsure  c^nft(itutiona)? 

b  i<  conHiuteiit  wtth  i\\e  rigbUanil  |>rivili.'L;efl  of  Prott^luutaf 

I  Thii  Roman  Catholic  Church  it)  Ireland*  my  iord^r  pro- 

Kses  to  be  A  nationiJ,  nnj   not  a  mUiionary  ohurch.      Tbo 

pshopric^  iin<l  p&nshc4  arc  the  sam^,  or  nearly  90,  ns  tlie 

IfiKoprica  ttiul  p&rifth««  of  the  Ki<tftUUb«<l  Charcb.    The 

t^nuLD  Catholic  bisbops  cUim  a  parity  of  tiplntiinl  jiiri«dio- 

bn  with  the  bishopA  of  the  Estubluhmcnt.     It  Ufor  PDrJia- 

icnt,  tbcroforci  to  consider,  whether  the  King  cmn  cooserit 

ft  e8Ud>ti«U  by  lav  Huch  a  church  oa  that  now  cUiming  to 

i;ist  in  IrclAnil,  undur  the  designation  of  the  Irish  Roman 

liUholic  Church,  consistently  with  the  obligation — "  to  pr^ 

ir^^  \into  tbo  bt^hopa  and  clergy  of  this  reahn,  nnd  to  the 

burcbes  GOmmittcd  to  their  churg<>,  oil  such  rij^hts  and  pri- 

iWgc^  OS  by  low  do  or  ohulL  Appertuiii  untc  them,  or  any  of 

'  I  have  argued  iht  question  upon  a  narraw  principlcj  my 

rdSf  in  ordci  to  convince  your  lord^hipi^,  that  the  present 

11  is  totally  incompatible  with  the  flrat  princi[>lea  of  the 

institution;     that  it  would   produce  the   inont  ncrioux  evils 

roughokit  the  country  \  and  that  il  would  fail  to  achieve 

J  of  ihotpe  objects  vrhk-h  iVt  pruinotcn  flatter  tbtfut&elve^  it 

U  produce-      Kcritliei   can   I   bring  myself  to  rietv  it  ita  a 

ttUire  of  peace  and  conciliation.     Whatever  it  may  do  in 

i  respect  ill  the  Brttt  instance)   I  am  persuaded  ch^t  its 

turn)  tendency  will  l>c  to  increase  dis^eimon.*!,  mid  to  create 

cord,  even  where  dincurd  did  not  prcvluunly  exist. 

lentreat  your  lordships  to  consider  the  aspect  of  the  Limes 

which  we  live.     It  is  our  fate  to  lit^ar  doctrines  openly 

nnulgated,  which  are  as  novel  as  they  are  mischievous. 

le  people  are  now   taiiglit  in   pubHcatiom  to   consider 

iccn  Mary  as  having  been  a  wise  and  virtuous  Queen,  and 

t  the  world  has  gained   nothing  whatever  by  the  Refor- 

tion.     Nay,  more  than  this — it  is  now  promulgated,  that 

nes  11*  Vp'as  a  wBe  and  virtuous  prince,  and  that  lie  tell  in 

glorious  c«iu«c  of  religious  toleration.     Can  the  House 

aware  of  these  fact6,  and  not  see  that  ft  great  and  power-^ 
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fuJ  engine  b  At  work  lo  eAect  ihe  oI)jecl  of  re-«3UblJAhij>g 
the  Roioan  Cjtiltolic  religion  thn^JgUout  tht:6c  kingilcitns  ? 
And  if  once  csUbU^lmtr  3^>al)  wc  npt  revert  to  a  sUUe  of 
igDQrancef  with  all  iis  barbarous  and  direful  conse(|uenCtfst 

Mj  Lonb. —  Lei  tlie  Ilouj^e  cu:iMJer  what  lias  been  the 
re«uli  of  tties*  laws — ^what  have  been  the  effects  of  that 
fimdaiocatal  principte  of  the  3ntish  Consticuti<m — which 
we  aie  now  cailled  upan  Co  alter  with  an  unsparmg  himd*  For 
the  IxHt  hundred  and  thirty  year^  the  country  h&s  enjoved 
a  state  of  reHgtom  peace,  u  blessing  that  hai  atii;«D  out  of  the 
wisdom  of  oor  law^i.  But,  what  had  been  the  Ktate  of  tht 
country  for  the  huitdred  and  thirty  ye^rs  Inuiied lately  pre- 
ceding that  period  t  England  had  been  in  a  ^tatc  of  the 
most  oui^inary  religious  contentions.  The  blessings  of  the 
latter  period  Are  to  be  altributed  solely  to  the  nature  or 
those  liv^s.  which  grant  toleration  to  all  n^ligiout  creeds  at 
the  same  time  ihiu  they  maintain  a  just,  a  reasonable,  and  a 
moderatf  supcriorily  in  faroiir  of  the  Established  Chutih. 

Your  lordships  are  nov  called  upon  to  put  Prott^stants 
and  llotnan  Catholics  upon  the  same  footing ;  and  if  we  oon- 
ant  to  do  i1ii!<,  certain  I  am,  that  the  con5ec|uence  will  be 
l^M>as  dissension,  and  not  religious  peace.  The  present 
m|e«  bis  the  escpenencc  of  its  good  results  to  recommend 
it,  and  1  prefer  it,  therefore,  my  lonli<,  to  the  oxperimcDt 
pmucaed  in  ihe  present  billr  or  to  any  other  that  1  hare 

The  Hill  was  rejected  by  a  mujonty  of  40. 
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hAXn  tOUD  LUttTUlAIIT  Of  neLAHD. 

VIk  RiHnnn  Caiholk  P^iiJon  havbjc  been  pnvcntf^d  io  ilw  I  loiue 
of  Lufda,  Mfty  Utii,  180J,  the  Kiglii  Honourable  and  Xol>lc  the 

BAItl.Or   WcfTMORKLATrii,   UtC  LurU  LkuUlkOUt  of  I rcloHcl,  BIkd  M 

prcscDl   LarJ  Privj  ^«l,  juJilronaccV  thc'it  hordfthtps   in   i]jc  fol- 
lowing lurvoua,  f»l(M|i>cnt,  nxul  coiDttiiuLional  liuiguagt. 

(Ir  LoftbB, — Halving  been  on©  of  Ina  MajcMy's  servants  «t 
he  timo  tho  Union  wa^i  framed,  hnving  hc4;ti  in  »oniv  degree 
Dueled  to  in  ibc  counc  of  tlic  debate,  und  tW  iinport^uicc 
f  the  mcnsurc^  irill  be  my  excuac,  bowevcr  ably  (be  subject 
104  been  dcbotcJ,  for  stating  the  groand»  of  the  vote  I  shall 
ire  cilia  night.     I  UTing,  whiUt  I  had  cbc  lioiiour  of  serving 
is  Afajoty  in  IrcWd,  twice  given  his  Majuiilv*:*  H^mction 
I  importart  favours  to  (he  Itomjin  Catholics  of  that  ting- 
Dili;  having  bt^rii  twice  thjicikvd  by  tbut  body,  And  a^fiured 
ut  Uie  |)ciiud  ijC  my  i\dmluiiii\niUm  would  c:vcr  he  ranL*ta- 
^rtfd  With  gruutude  by  tlie  Uoauiri  CalholicTi  of  Ixelimd,  1 
U9(,  in  giviitg  Jtiy  decided  n€^>atlvo  tu  tbe  ukjIiotj  of  tlie 
4jle  lord  R>v  a  comuuUee^  it  U  tinneccssary  for  nie  to  rc- 
we  myself  of  any  suspicions  of  lieing  actuated  by  supcmi- 
m  or  bigotry,  or  a  want  of  principk^s  of  Uberabtj^  and 
Icration.     To  toleration  in  the  exevciae  of  hi»  luligioti  and 
joymcni  of  properly,  every  subject,  except  under  imminent 
'cumstanccs,  has  a  right;    beyond  this  the  exercise  of 
litlcal  power  h  a  question  not  of  right,  but  of  expediency ; 
right  which  every  &Eatc  hns  exercised,  which  every  siuitc 
U  excrcisfC,  in  defiance  of  all  the  new  thcrjries  of  the  fights 
man,  and  the  bleeding  exantplc  of  the  French  Kepublic. 
Before  1  eater  into  the  discii.ssion  of  ibis  question,  iny 
da*  I  nil)  preface  two  observations:  first>  notwitbatanding 
1  new  opinions,  that  in  this  country  llie  ecclesiasUcal  es^ 
eiLl  13  iuseparably  connected  with  the  st^ite;  vhh  it 


I 
I 


60 


3TEECK  OF  THE 


the  country  has  grown  to  gi-eatnesSj  and  whatever  has  al 
tendency  to  weaken  or  dcstioy  the  estrthlishmenl  of  tha 
Church,    tends   to  the    destruction  of  our   moniirchy,   ourl 
liberty  and  our  political  existence :  secondly,  that  all  the  cx-^ 
amples  that  have  been  produced  of  persons  of  diflcrcnC 
religions  being  allowed  to  serve  the  stale  in  other  countrieSi 
in  no  degree  apply  to  this  kingdom,  as  those  countries  «re 
subject  to  arbitrary  government;  and,  I  will  venture  to  say, 
that  no  instance  can  be  shown  of  a  free  state,  with  a  free 
parliament,  in  which  persons  professing  a  faith  distinct  from, 
that  establishment  have  obtained  much  weight  and  cons 
qneoce. 

In  discussing  this  question,  my  lords,  it  shouM  be  con>;i-J 
dered  what  is  asked,  how  what  is  asked  is  to  be  obtatnc(I,J 
and  what  is  to  be  substituted  in  the  place  of  that  you  takdj 
away.    What  is  asked,  u  Roman  Catholic  Emancipjition, — B 
term  unfitting   for    this  (]uestton,  and   for  thia  ajscmblyj] 
Emandpate  the  Roman  Catholics!     Do  ihey  require  the 
prfictor'a  wand  to  be  released  from  servitude,  to  hold  pro- 
perty, to  be  protected  in  their  persons  and  property?    They 
arc  as  free  as  any  subjects  in  the  world.     Do  you  talk  of 
emancipating  copy-holders,   custom-house  officers,  exci»c 
officers?     The  term,  as   it   was  first  intended,  applies  to 
emancipate  Ireland,  that  is,  to  separate  Ireland  from  th^V 
government  of,  and  connexion  with  KnglancK     But  what  ts 
asked  ?     To  aboli&h  all  distinctions  between  Protestant  and. 
Papist,  to  place  the  Papist  on  an  equality  with  the  Protes 
tanl ;  whilst  any  distinction  remains,  however  high  or  special, 
the  grievance  remains.    This  is  us  it  is  asked*  as  it  haa  beenj 
argued. 

For  this  purpose,  my  lords,  you  cannot  move  a  atop 
without  the  repeal  of  the  Test  and  Corporation  acts.  In  the 
opinion  of  many,  and  to  the  extent  to  which  the  arguments 
lead,  you  must  also  repeal  the  Act  of  SLipremacy  and  Unifor*- 
mity,  the  Bill  of  Rijihts,  the  Act  of  Settlement,  the  Act  of 
Union  with  Scotland,  and  alter  the  Kiog's  Coronation  Oath* 
There  perhaps  will  arise  a  question  between  original  eom^i 
pact  and  the  supremacy  of  Parliament.     Unquestionably.] 
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our  laws  are  not  like  those  of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  that 
alter  not;  unquestionably  no  Parliament  bos  greater  power 
than  the  succeeding  one ;  but  to  this  only  I  argue  this  ques- 
tion, thatj  considering  the  solemnity  attendant  upon  these 
Uwa,  it  is  most  unwise  to  raise  doubts^  and  agitate  the  minds 
of  men  upon  points  which  even,  in  the  opinion  of  many, 
strike  at  the  settlement  of  and  right  fo  the  crown  itself  with 
urgent  and  pressing  necessity,  without  being  convinced,  firs^ 
that  you  will  do  no  harm;  next,  that  you  will  do  essen^ 
benefit;  and,  kstly,  that  you  have  a  plan  to  egtablish,  for 
that  you  mean  to  take  away,  : 

Now,  my  lords,  what  are  the  reasons  assigned  for  this 
measure  ? — that  it  will  tend  to  the  settlement  and  tranquilhty 
of  Ireland.  Serious  as  I  consider  many  other  parts  of  the 
subject,  if  I  thought  it  would  have  that  efiect,  I  would  enter 
into  a  consideration  of  it:  but  it  is  because  I  am  of  a  diame- 
trically opposite  opinion ;  because  I  am  convinced  that,  at 
this  period,  it  would  plunge  that  country  into  eonfusiOTt,  I 
am  decidedly  against  it.  I  should  be  glad  to  ask,  my  lords, 
if  it  be  hkely  to  tend  towards  the  tranquillity  of  a  country 
composed  of  two  descriptions  of  inhabitants,  the  one  pos^ 
eessed  of  the  property  and  magistracy,  few  in  number,  con*^ 
tending  and  protecting  themselves  against  the  more  numerous 
class,  to  open  every  situation  as  a  scene  of  contest  ?  I  con- 
sider the  first  operation  of  this  meaaure  to  be,  to  make  this 
country  a  scene  of  confusion,  corruption,  and  riot,  not  only 
for  Parliament,  but  for  magistracy  and  situation  in  all  the 
towns,  as  described  by  Lucan— 

"  Lethe  lisque  ambitus  urbia 
Annua  venali  referens  cerCBmina  campo," 

The  Priest,  at  the  head  of  his  flock,  leading  them  to  every 
outrage,  and .  reUgious  bigotry  carried  to  the  utmost  extent. 
The  power  of  the  Protestant  landlords  would  have  no  eSect 
against  a  reUgious  combination. 

Next,  my  lords,  what  are  the  causes  of  the  discontents  in 
Ireland  ?  high  rents,  heavy  taxes,  tithes,  the  property  pos- 
sessed by  persons  spiking  a  diiferent  language,  of  different  ^ 
manners  and  babiU  from  the  peasantry,  a  double  clergy,  the 
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Protcvtitnc  clergy  in  aA]u«n€e,  the  Roman  Catbolic  lu 
poverly*  May  1  a.'ik,  iiiy  lonl:«,  wliicb  of  thu  grit%ancca  *tUI 
thi?  act  toucli?  Will  i;  lower  ibe  rcuia  or  luxcii?  Will  it 
aUer  the  statt;  of  projHMiy  ?  WUl  it  teadi  the  laiidlorda 
Irish*  or  the  peasants  £ngUs!i  ?  M'ill  it  lover  titJtes  ?  WiU 
it  make  the  Proteitant  clergy  low,  and  raise  the  Koman  Ca- 
tholic priest?  Perhaps  it  m^y,  aad  here  is  i\w  difScuIty.  tf 
it  operates  lightly  and  gc^ntly,  aa  possibly  it  may,  it  would 
not  atfecl  the  mass  of  the  country;  if  it  operates  to  iifftct 
the  uias^  iL  may  operate  to  an  extent  that  may  prove  ikal 
to  the  British  connexion. 

I  have  Icng  entertained  im  opinion,  my  lords^  \\ 
dbcoMents  of  Ireland  have  arisen  Horn  other  causea^  i 
not  from  rellgiom  di»Abilittes.  Let  us  eumine  history: 
sh^  not  go  into  the  discarded  code,  except  to  ask  if  »' 
lotich  was  said  upon  it  for  the  sake  of  tranquillity  T  Fintt 
1  look  to  the  year  1T&^;  then  all  the  griovancea  of  tbe 
nation  vere  brought  forn-ard  by  the  patnots  of  that 
period,  various  —  simple  repeal,  independent  Pariiamentr 
free  trade;  not  a  word  of  religious  grievance*.  1  pn^ 
cccd  to  niii);  grievances  etKnigh,  vrongs  enough  of  a 
aobk-  marquis,  wrongs  tliat  never  will  be  forgiven  by  tfaoie 
irho  wished  to  riik  the  separation  of  the  eotinlnes  for  the 
uke  of  party,  nor  forgotten  by  rho%  wlto  know  that,  by  his 
^tityukd  brmness,  ho  preiurrvcd  that  kingdom  to  bis  sove- 
reign, and  the  conneiion  between  the  countries.  The 
parties  in  Piarliament,  and  tbe  Whig  Club^  statiiij:;  all  the 
grievances ;  not  n  word  of  religious  grievances.  U  it  to  be 
bclicvi^t,  that  the  gi-eat  patriots  of  the  day  should  not  have 
moBtioocd  rrligtons  grievances,  if  any  such  oppresMMl  tbe 
peophjt  I  proceed  further,  to  the  year  1791;  rclasatien 
wm$  given  to  the  RofOan  Catholics  in  England ;  the  Irtali 
Koman  Catholica  naturally  apptteil;  what  happened!  Th^| 
IrUh  Ho\iae  of  Commona  would  not  grant  tiie  claims,  Ko: 
{hey  thrvw  the  petition  oft*  the  table,  twcnly-diree  only  ob- 
jecting. Now,  I  argue  not  the  right  ot  the  wrong  on  this 
Hit^cct ;  but  Ibis  I  coulrnd,  that  the  great  patriots  of  that 
liMM  wouU  not  haie  rt^ieclefl  them  petitions  if  the  Bttfc  < 
tte  )m  kad  been  an  oppression  to  the  coantry. 


BIGHT  tlOTS.  TVfi  KAHL  OF  WEfTUORELANU. 


Wfaeii,  tlien,  aty  lorda^  wma  the  ilUcovery  nuule  t     ^'^y^ 

loon  as  it  *ra4  discovered  thjit  tbo  government  of  England 

abed  lo  do  cvcrjr  tiling  that  wu  proper  fcr  tlic  Itouuii 

lUiolicv,  lb«ii  the  ^rjevAi>c«  «a>  made  Dul,tb<ti  il]«  patxiou 

gttti  to  crY  out  i  sind  wliiilcier  wiu  givuu^  ibc  dclcriEuii«tioii 

t»  to  uk  for  more,  so  the  more  we  fjive,  tUc  mora  vrc  ^all 

«aked,  till  >our  lordships  have  nothing  uion;  to  »urrc»dcr, 

ujr  it  Iw  aakcd,  what  b«4  been  the  cRcct  vrthtfconcewioiM 

1793!     Tike  Roauui  Catholics  were  relieved  from  every 

r  aflecting  the  nia>s  of  tlie  |)eople*     The  profewuoii  oi'  th« 

r  WHS  opened,  the  nugittroey,  Hgbt  of  voting,  freedoui  of 

rfmrationa,    (rude,  &c.       What    liappene<l    lauiiediAtely  T 

UTcrbal   insurrection,  devu^Uilion,   und    crueltv,      Muy   i 

jture  to  aski  Uicn,  if  it  is  probable  thut  thoac  who  returned 

ftson   for  kiiidiius&r  and    murder  for  favour,  upou  points 

It  ^rectlj  aflVcted  tht^tii,  ure  likely   to   beeotne   inikt  aihI 

Ucful  >ut^eU«  for  favours  that  aileet  tbvm  unl^  distatnly 

}  collaterjillvr     I'pon  this  point  of  the  arguaMSOt  1  beg  to 

di^tinctl)    uiider^iood.      i  do  noi  bring  this  argijineot 

Linfit  the  mcosorc;  if  it  be  right  with  ii  view  to  the  Ro* 

3  Catholics  of  In^luiidr  let  it  be  done  ;  if  ii  is  ri^ht  wjtb 

jM  to  the  lioman  Catbobcs  of  Kngland,  If  It  \n  right 

■rgejkeraJ  policy,  let  ii  be  done;  but,  let  no  tnaii*s  mind 

Influenced,  in  dt-ciding  upon  tln»  question,  by  ihc  opinion 

trConces«ions  of  this  nature  axe  Wkcly  to  trutiquiilize  Ire- 

Ye  are  told,  my  lords,  it  arises  out  of  ibe  rnion:  how? 
Ljt  pronuscd?  Ccrtntr^y  not.    Did  the  Roman  Catholics 
;  the  Union?  Certainly  not.     Was  the  que^iion  tried  at 
Jnion?     Why,  it  was  previoti^ly  rtjcctud  by  both  Tar- 
ats,  before  the  Vnien,  and  ut  the  time  of  the  Union 
It  yva&  a  strange  sort  of  expectation  that  what  both 
nenta  rejected  before,  and  at  the  Union,  athould  be 
Fas  »ooii  ati  they  were  united.     But,  my  lords,  is  it  not 
known  that  the  measure  could  not  have  been  carried  if 
roposition   had   been  clogged  to  it?     Is  it  not  well 
that  the  niosC  zealous  friends  of  ihat  measure  would 
hopposod  (be  Uaion  if  this  had  inadea  part,  consideting 
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it  fls  leading  to  the  separation  of  tlic  countries?  "  Bttt  i 
will  please  the  people  of  Irebuid."  Are  tou  to  learn  thai 
there  are  two  de^cripliom  of  persons  in  thai  kingdom  ?  Will 
It  please  tiie  Protestants  of  Ireland ;  thoKe  who  cairicd  that 
great  mciimre,  tho^  who  preserved  that  country  to  this^ 
It  «ecmf  aft  if  noble  Lords  had  fort^otten  aitch  people  existed ; 
1  hate  not  heard  mention  of  them  froui  any  one  of  them;  a 
people,  by  whose  loyalty  and  courage,  tit  a  situatioti  nil' 
paralleled,  that  kingdom  was  secured;  whose  conduct  was 
never  equalled  by  any  descriiHto^  of  men  m  any  country* 
Why,  tbcn^  what  tnust  be  done?  I  say,  "  let  tJie  ViiioQ 
alone/'  let  that  ^at  measure  alone^  let  it  work,  as  it  hat 
begun,  die  settlement  of  that  country,  and  let  not  the  opera- 
tions of  that  great  measure  he  impeded  by  bringing  the 
Bonui  Catholics  forward  at  an  unfit  season,  to  be  made  tbis^H 
tool  Mid  sport  of  liritUh  faction.  ^ 

in  considering  the  petition,  my  lords,  several  observations 
might  be  made,  but  1  shall  confine  myself  t]>e rely  to  two ;  the 
fir«t  is,  an  insinuation  that  the  Koman  CathoEcs  have  not 
the  benefit  of  equal  justice.  Now,  for  one,  I  beg  le«vc  to 
observe  on  tlie  unfairness  of  this  insinuation,  and  to  defy  any 
man  to  show  that  eqq&l  justice  in  that  country  is  not  done  to 
eterj'  man,  of  vhalever  religion  or  description  he  toay  be. 
Secondly,  that  the  petition  is  signed  by  no  Priest.  Fron 
tbia  three  observations  may  be  made ;  flrst,  that  the  Priesti 
disapprove  of  the  teneta  and  declarations  contained  in  the 
petition,  and  do  not  choose  to  give  it  their  oiunU-nttnce, 
Secondly,  the  one  which  surprised  me,  and  which  the  nobk 
lord  seemeil  to  countenance,  that,  as  its  reijue^ts  do  not  affbct  j 
their  order,  they  did  not  choose  to  sign  it ;  tliat  it  does  DOt^f 
go  fur  enough,  and  therefore  diJ  not  deserve  their  appro-  ^ 
bation.  To  neither  of  these  obferrntion^  shall  1  give  any 
weight,  bat  I  will  giro  one  more  Suing  the  conduct  and 
character  of  that  reverend  body.  The  reason  that  I  coi>* 
ceive  why  the  Priests  did  not  sign  the  petition  is,  that  they 
disapproved  of  the  season;  that  they  who  knew  the  si^u 
and  temper  of  iheir  own  people,  the  state  and  temper  of  the 
Protestants,  knew  that  this  time  is  unfitting  for  the  discus- 
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sjoii;'tliat  neither  party  had  forgiven  the  sufferings  and 
iT^urie^  of  the  late  rebellion,  and  that  to  rerive  the  consider- 
ation of  this  question,  would  only  be  to  revive  tfae  honors  of 
the  rebellion.  They,  therefore,  in  which  I  concur  with  them, 
wished  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  their  situation  to  at 
more  favourable  moment;  and  when,  as  was  ably  observed,' 
so  very  few  persons  have  signed  this  petition  from  several 
parts  of  Ireland,  it  may  be  argued  tha*  a  large  portion  C)f 
the  Roman  Catholics  concur  in  this  opinion  with  the  priest- 
hood. 

Having  looked  at  this  question,  my  lords^  as  it  relates  to 
Ireland,  let  us  extend  our  views  to  its  general  effect.  What 
is  the  state  of  England,  of  Scotland?  Perfectly  quiet;  no 
religious  jealousy,  every  man  worshipping  the  Deity  accord- 
ing to  the  form  he  approves.  Wilt  the  noble  lord  insure 
the  continuance  of  such  a  state,  if  this  motion  be  complied 
wMi  ?  And  here  an  observation  should  be  made ;  the  Irish 
Parliaments,  taunted  as  they  have  been  as  bigots  and  op- 
pressors, in  1798  gave  considerable  privileges  to  the  Roman 
Catholics;  hftve  the  English  done  so  to  their  Roman  Cb- 
tfaoHcs;  whose  loyalty  and  good  conduct  have  been  unim- 
peacbed,  and  against  whom  suspicion  never  broached  ft 
whisper  in  their  disfavour?  The  argument  of  the  dangers 
aRetl<fing  -the  measures  in  Ireland,  not  applying  in  England, 
wity  do^not  the  noble  lords  propose  relaxations  to  the  same 
extent?^  Because  the  state  and  temper  of  the  country  would 
not 'ine^'^^e  proposition.  What  is  the  case  of  Scotland! 
Why  even  the  laws  of  1791,  were  not  extended  to  that  coun- 
try. What  IB  to  be  argued  from  this  ?  That  those  who  had 
tHe%mttagement  of  Scotland  knew  the  state  and  temper  of 
that  country  would  not  bear  the  discussion;  that  it  would  ^ 
be  "injurious  to  the  Roman  Catholics^  injurious  to  the 
Protestants. 

May  I  then  ask,  my  lords,  what  has  happened  to  induce 
ydtl'to  throw  this  measure  wild  upon  the  country?  Does 
any  TUatiwiShto  renew  the  horrors  of  the  year  1780?  la 
any^njan-sure  that  the  cry  may  not  be  raised  that  the  Church 
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i»  in  danger,  aad  may  not  tlici'c  bu  some  ground  for  ik 
alavm?  It  viwi  wry  itbly  e1ii>w»,  and  I  :kli;ill  not  ugtuu  go 
over  the  groumU  tliul  ibis  quesiion  may  Uiruvi  lUc  one  bun- 
dred  Irish  members^  and  tlie  whole  power  o!  Irelaud,  into 
the  Iksmh  of  the  Koiaaii  CutlioUcs,  C&tcululc  ^bat  the  Db- 
eent^rsof  this  coiinuyarei  add  to  these,  those ofnorcHgloDf 
chose  wiUlog  to  sacriSce  the  ETatabllshment  to  free  tbi^uiselvi:^ 
from  litlies  and  taxe^;  cotuidei'  the  icmptinj  state  of  ihe 
possessions  of  the  Church,  as  a  source  of  taxntion ;  c(inteii>- 
plaie  the  eJfecls  of  an  union  of  these  bodies  acting  syitc- 
mnticiilty,  fEirmin^  subscriptions;  reco11cctth.it  parties  may 
be  in  this  country  ^ho  would  go  all  lengch«  to  nUatn  imd 
maintain  power,  and  nobodj'  can  calmly  say  very  serious  at- 
tacks might  not  be  made  on  the  Establishment  of  the  Church^ 

We  are  told,  my  lords,  this  i«  not  a  time  to  ciccludc  iBCn 
from  the  ser\ice  of  the  state  for  religious  opinions.  In  llic 
first  place,  in  Ireland  the  Roman  Catholics  are  not  generally 
excluded;  and  secondly,  it  is  not  on  account  of  religious 
opinions,  but  because  they  vill  not  actaiowledgc  the  suprt^ 
macy  of  the  King,  and  come,  in  a  general  way  of  eoiuidcrJng 
the  aubjectj  within  the  provisions  of  the  S£Ub  of  Henry  the 
I*^ighlh.  We  are  likewise  told,  that  the  fears  of  the  Pope 
pind  Pretender  arc  gone  by;  of  ibe  Utter  certninlyp  o&ccpt 
by  arguments  there  seem  some  attempts  to  set  up  his  title* 
Uut  the  Pope  has  no  power ;  it  is  not  the  power  of  the 
Pope,  >ny  lords,  but  the  power  of  those  over  whom  the 
Pope  has  influence,  that  is  to  be  considered ;  and  if  that  un- 
fortunate person,  having  disgraced  his  reverend  hand  by 
anointing  an  usurper,  is  a  prisoner  in  his  captUil,  aiu)  under 
bis  nutbority  lias  a  communication  wiih  Ireland,  and  spirittml 
mixed  with  civil  authorily  appointing  the  hierarchy  of  the 
country,  who  can  deny  this  is  a  ftoIecif<m  in  politics^  and 
not  he  contcmphtled  without  apprehension. 

But,  my  lords,  what  t  moat  disapprove,  is  the  manner  xxT 
which  this  qui^stion  is  brcught  forward.  Whoeter  proposes 
a  change  of  so  important  a  nature  us  tidn  is^  whoever  pro- 
poses to  alter  hiws,  ou^ht  to  explain  the  whole  plan,  and  the 
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whole  project-  It  was  said  that  in  the  consideration  of  re- 
strictiTe  laws,  all  that  excluded  persons  from  equal  power, 
the  onus  lay  upon  those  to  show  cause  who  wished  for  their 
continuance.  Is  it  so  ?  I  know  not  how  the  people  of  Eng- 
land will  like  to  hear  that  they  are  to  show  cause  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  corporations  and  their  franchises  against  uni- 
versal suSrage  of  freeholders  agidnst  copyholders,  but  for 
one,  I  am  ready  to  take  the  onus.  "  What  have  you  gained 
by  the  war?''  was  frequently  asked.  What  was  the  noble 
lord's  answer,  "that  I  have  survived  the  shock  under  which 
other  nations  have  sunk,'' — quod  spero  luum  esU 

I  listened,  my  lords,  with  considerable  attention  to  hear 
what  was  to  be  proposed-  The  first  noble  lord  was  all 
general,  and  seemed  to  profess  only  a  compliance  with  the 
petition  in  aid  of  this  favoured  sect,  forgetting  all  others 
upon  equal  claims,  though  his  argument  went  to  the  full 
extent  to  them;  but  no  guard,  no  declaration  of  what  was  to 
be  put  in  the  place.  I  attended  with  great  anxiety  to  the 
next,  in  the  blue  ribbon,  fully  convinced  by  his  mature  judg- 
ment and  discretion,  that  he  bad  some  distinct  plan  to  pro- 
duce, which,  whilst  it  gave  liberty  in  one  instance,  would  set 
up  some  substitute  and  guard  on  the  other-  Not  a  word. 
As  to  the  thinl  noble  lord,  from  the  extent  of  his  arguments, 
I  heard  at  least  nothing  in  favour  of  any  religious  establish- 
ment. We  ought,  my  lords,  to  see  the  whole  plan,  and  the 
whole  project,  that  we  may  be  sure,  when  we  come  into  this 
committee,  any  two  of  the  proposers  may  agree  upon  what 
they  would  wish  to  have  done.  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  this 
new  work  of  Vauban,  and  to  know  if  I  cannot  proceed 
against  it  by  sap  or  storm  with  more  prospect  of  success 
than  against  this  ancient  castle,  which  has  been  fortified 
at  every  point  where  danger  has  threatened. 

We  have  been  told,  my  lords,  that  this  proposal  is  to 
strengthen  the  Church  Establishment,  to  produce  the  tran- 
quillity of  Ireland,  and  secure  the  settlement  of  the  Union; 
but  I  must  not  look  at  the  professions  of  the  proposer,  but  at 
the  tendency  of  the  project ;  and  as  I  am  convinced  that  its 
discussion  at  this  improper  and  unfitting  period  will,  instead 
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of  »ti-engtlicning,  shuke  the  Esublishmciit  of  the  Church  [^ 
Instead  of  uanquilliziEig,  will  convulse  the  kingdom  of  Irclniul,' 
and  instead  of  cemenring  ibe  Union,  will  risk  the  £cparatK>u, 
I  inu?>t  beg  the  nohle  ]ovd&  not  at  sucU  a  moment  to  hazard 
the  horrors  and  the  miseries  of  religions  contests. 
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£KCtET\nV  OF  STATE  FOR   THE  COLONIAL  DT^PARTUXKT. 


When  ilie  Earl  of  Donoughmore  moved  in  the  TlouECt'  of  Lordx, 
May  IClhs  1817,  **  that  \hh  House  do  rcsoWc  iij^clf  inlo  a  Cocn- 
n»tttee  of  ihe  whole  House,  to  consider  the  pefiiionti  of  \u% 
Miyescy*a  Itoman  CatlioUc  subject*/'  die  Right  MonoiiraVT^ 
HAitL  RAxmiBST,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonial  Departinonc, 
addrcascd  their  Lonlships  ii;  die  following  condw,  but  cloquflttt, 
and  nervous  strain. 


IdgoV 


Mv  Lo[ias.— 1  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  why  wc  should 
into  a  committee  on  this  subject,  without  having  in  the  first 
mstanco  settled  ceitnin  princip!(?s  on  which  we  are  to  proceed- 
What  advantages  caii  be  derived  from  a  di&cuBsion  in  a 
comtniltee,  which  cannot  equally  be  obtained  from  a  debat^H 
in  the  House?  My  objection  to  tlie  present  motion,  a»  on 
foriQer  occasions,  is  diat  no  r^pecific  measures  ore  proposed^ 
by  the  supporter*  of  the  Roman  Catholic  claririB.  Thej 
merely  ask  for  a  committee,  in  order  to  try  whether  thi«  s} 
tern  or  that  system,  may  not  be  adopted  with  bencGt.  Ii 
your  lordships  should  agree  to  the  motion,  wliat  will  be  tin 
consequence;  The  committee  will  bo  reluctant  to  scfporut 
without  doing  sotoethin^;  because,  when  cxjtcctations  sr 
so  powerfully  exched,  it  is  not  plea^nt  wholly  to  disappoint 
llicm ;  and,  they  wUl  therefore  be  in  danger  of  being  shamed 
into  a  concurrence  with   some  proposition,   which,  if  djs 


RIGHT  UOX.  EARL  BATUURST.  69 

tinctly  described  beforehand,  they  would  not  hesitate  to  re- 
ject.     No  practical  good  can  arise  from  such  a  proceeding. 

My  JLords. — I  will  not  go  at  length  into  all  the  topics 
which  must  necessarily  be  embraced  jd  the  consideration  of 
the  present  question.  They  have  so  frequently  been  dis- 
cussed, that  it  would  be  quite  unnecessary  to  do  so.  With 
regard  to  the  Veto  however,  I  will  observe,  that  it  was  origi- 
nally proposed  by  the  supporters  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
claims.  Why?  Unquestionably  because  there  was  some 
danger  to  be  apprehended,  from  which  the  veto  was  to  pro- 
tect the  Protestant  interest.  The  veto>  however,  has  since 
been  withdrawn  by  those  who  proposed  it ;  but  in  doing  so, 
they  have  not  stated  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  dangers  which 
originally  required  the  veto  are  dirainishedi  Now,  domestic 
nomination  is  the  proposed  security, — but,  what  reason  ia 
there  to  believe,  that  this  will  not  be  as  suddenly^  and  as  ca- 
priciously, withdrawn  as  the  other  ? 

An  allusion,  my  lords,  has  been  made  to  Scotland,  which. 
It  is  said,  has  been  permitted  to  enjoy  its  Establishment, 
while  a  similar  favour  has  been  denied  to  Ireland.  But  in- 
dependently of  the  consideration  that  the  privilege  was  se- 
cured to  Scotland  by  one  of  the  articles  of  the  Union,  I  will 
say  that  a  similar  concession  cannot  be  made  to  Ireland ;  be- 
cause, the  religion  of  the  great  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Ireland  is  Roman  Catholic  It  is  impossible  to  deal  with 
that  religion  in  the  same  manner  as  we  may  deal  with  any 
sect  of  Protestant  dissenters.  I'he  Roman  Catholic  religion 
.is,  in  its  nature,  hostile  to  the  doctrines  and  practices  of  the 
Reformed  Church — that  Church  which  is  the  key-stone  that 
binds  the  arch  of  our  Protestant  institutions,  and  gives  to 
them  the  whole  of  their  solidity  and  strength. 

Admitting,  however,  my  lords,  that  there  was  nothing  in 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion  to  prevent  the  legislature  from 
treating  it  differently  from  the  sects  of  dissenters  from  the 
Church  of  England,  it  has  been  asked,  whether  it  is  not  &t 
and  proper  to  grant  the  Roman  Catholics  certain  conces- 
sions, and  thereby  put  an  end  to  that  bond  of  union,  which 
now  distinguishes  them,  in  hostility  against  the  Protestants? 
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But,  my  lords,  if  the  Reman  Catliolks  cntcrUm  ulterior 
dengnt;,  injurious  to  tl^e  safely  of  the  state  and  the  Protes- 
tant Establishment,  the  bond  of  union  will  fcttl!  exisi^  ard  the 
addition  of  power  which  it  is  proposed  to  givc^  will  but 
render  it  more  formidable.  If  further  corwej^sions  conM 
safely  l>e  nwde,  and  if  it  were  Irkely  to  establish  harmony  and 
tranquillity,  I,  for  cne,  my  lords,  would  not  oppose  it;  but 
the  experience  of  former  concessions  does  not  warrant  such 
a  presumption,  nor  am  I  willing  to  endanger  the  safety  of 
the  constitution,  for  a  clistnnt  and  doubtful  advantage. 

My  noble  friend  has  asked,  if  we  can  stand  where  wc 
flre^to  this  I  answer,  Yes; — I  think  I  ran  stand,  Itecause  I 
hare  stood,  and  I  do  not  choose  to  go  from  the  spot  whore 
i  can  and  do  stand,  until  you  can  prove?  to  mc  that  the  spot 
to  which  yoti  recommend  me  to  move,  ia<]uitcas  goo<l  as 
thiit  which  you  ask  mc  to  leave.  But  I  confess  that  1  thtnk, 
if  aiy  nohle  friend  conid  prove  that  we  cannot  stand  where 
we  are^  he  would  prove  too  much.  If  the  conces^ionA  to  the 
Rom^n  Catholics  nm  so  dovetailed  into  one  iniotlier,  that 
they  must  go  togother — thai  we  must  either  repeal  the  pfiftj 
or  go  on  further,  lagainask,  when  and  where  are  wcto  stop! 
'Ve  mmt  proceed  npon  a  principle  of  wide  and  untimitod 
[>leration  indeed-  Are  your  lordships  prepared  to  pUce 
lie  Kotnnn  Catholics  of  Irehuid  on  a  better  footin;^  Ihan 
i»c  Protestant  dissenters  in  this  country?  Arc  you  willing 
-biiTe  you  made  your  minds  up  to  the  repeal  of  the  Teat 
I?  Without  gohig  that  length,  all  the  rest  will  amount 
to  little  or  nothing.  If  you  are  not  di^pose^  to  do  sit  this, 
my  lonlft,  allow  inc  to  recommend  to  you  to  paui«  befbie 
you  move  at  nil. 

These  are  the  grounds,  my  h^rdfi>  on  which  I  feci  it  my 
duty  to  resist  the  present  applicalioii.  1  am  not  prepared, 
|4>y  my  vote  this  ni^ht,  to  give  notice  to  quit  my  present 
[tenement,  until  I  nm  Mire  of  having  Another  liowtc  over  my 
lieiid.  I  am  not  prepared^  and  I  trnsl  few  of  yonr  lordidiips 
are  prepared,  for  this  fnndamentil  ehan^e;  lest  k  fthonid 
shake  the  fonndationx  nf  tiM*  Kstahlishment  in  Church  and 
Stat<t.     I    am  dixpn^^il    (o  look  with  gratitudo  to  the  Re* 
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brnuuion, — I  do  imt  mean  to  the  licentious  rcign  in  whtcti 
bftt  btcHKing  (irif-iimtcd,  but  to  the  tnild  and  solid  TJnues  of 
ill?  sucoeediiig  tHODarcIt,  and  to  the  eflbrCA  of  iliose  enidllv 
ad  dUtiDgoisbed  u\eu  who  were  iiatronijwd  by  him,  and 
ho,  li«p|>ily  for  thc^<r  liighly  favoured  reaitns,  pbccd  <nir 
'hiiTcli  on  A  rock,  from  which  1  hope  in  God  it  nuy  never 
B  displaced. 
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hen  dii-  Diilcc  of  Partlnni3  movcil  "die  leconrt  rea()iiig  of  the 
Roimin  C:ji1iolic  FcL^rs'  Dill,"  in  the  House  ef  Lurd^,  Jiim*  2Ur, 
lB2i,  tliir  Rtghi  fhiiiourjiblc  Lo^ld  Cot.cHLni^H,  rormrrly  Clilcf 
Secretary  far  Irpliud,  and  bti^Kprftkcrcf  the  IIouao  ofCoinmun*, 
'o%i\  afjil  ^iitdrt'MBed  tiie  House  in  the  Jbllovrii^  eloquent  and 
^onBtiitJCiomtl  lahfctwge. 

VIy  I^fti>s. — IMflerJng  entirely  Trom  the  noble  duke  upon 
bnportinit  ntejtftitre  which  he  has  brought  uml^r  our  con- 
nration,  I  nm  de»irou!«  of  «tatnig  hriclly  ti>  your  lordships, 
grounds  upon  which  I  must  endeavour  to  nrrtr&t  its  liiture 

cs:t>     Iff  iniieed,  this  day  were  eel  apart  for  declaring 
of  I'arliumcnt  upon  the  high  acid  distiiigiiislK^I 

cter  of  the  ICoindn  Cathohc  t'ecr^  of  the  United  King- 
ly ilie  IJlu^trious  exploits  of  their  aticestorSf  or  their  own 
ional  mcritf;,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  lordships,  with 
most  perfect  sincerity,  that  ihcre  is  no  man  hving  i^ould 
;UT  more  cheerfiilly  or  zi^alously  ihun  myself,  in  the*  cx- 
Pon  or  recognition  of  every  scnliment  which  could  re* 
id  to  their  praise  ond  lionaur. 

lU,  my  lords,  it  is  impossible  for  me,  upon  any  such  con* 
Ifctions,  to  concur  in  this  hill,  which,  by  expre^as  enact. 
C,  or  direct  tonscfiucDco,  deUvera  to  lits  Majesty's  Ro- 
Uholic  subjecls  at  large,  the  keys  of  both  Hou^s  of 
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FarLuLiiicnt ;  a  measure  studiously  framed  for  obtamiDg  uh' 
mediately  and  separately,  the  concession  of  a  general  priit-* 
ciple  ill  jtid  of  the  Komjtn  Cutbolic  claims,  which  cancevAlon 
may  be  afterwards  brottght  to  account,  and  turned  to  advuii«| 
tage,  upon  our  future  discussions;  and  this  measure  i^  repr 
scnled  to  us  now,  as  the  mere  repeal  of  certain  luws  of  ex- 
clusion, jLs  if  tbey  liad  resulted  only  from  the  crisis  of  aaj 
unfounded  and  popular  panic* 

This  exclusion,  however,  my  lords,  if  exammed  histori-' 
cally,  will  be  foiuid  to  have  originated  in  the  general  spirit  of  ^j 
our  legislation,  established  long  antecedent  to  that  period^H 
commencing  from  the  laws  passed  in  the  reign  of  Ehzabtth*  ^* 
against  all  Roman  CatlioUc  i^cusauts  indiscriminately,  an 
continuing  down  to  the  i>eriod  of  the  Test  Act,  and  tlifl 
growing  practice  of  the  House  of  Cotnnions,  to  remove  itfl 
own  Itoman  Catholic  members  rh  no  llomaii  Cattiolic  thcf 
Mtting  in  either  liouse  of  rarllainent,  but  by  suQeranc 
The  exclusion  ihen  established  by  the  act  of  Cliarle*  IL 
was  afterwards  subslantiaUy  recognized  and  adopted  at  thc^ 
Revolution,  by  the  Prince  of  Orange's  declaration  from  the 
Jlaguc,^  requiring  that  Roman  Catliolics  should  be  shut  ou^ 
from  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  by  the  summons  of 
Protestant  Pailiament,  iind  by  the  Bill  of  RightBJl  enacted 
for  the  safety  of  this  "  Protestant  kingdom''  with  a  Protest- 
ant King,  The  like  exclusion  was  formerly  and  ijpccjficiUIy 
enacted  as  to  Scodand,  and  incorporated  in  the  very  Act  oi^i 
Uuion,^  which  requires,  that  the  representative  peers  an^H 
commoners,  and  their  electoras  also,  should  all  be  Proteatant^^^ 
And  thii<cxchi£ioa,  after  tho  interval  of  three  rei^s  from^ 
that  of  Charles  II.  vian  aj^ain  deliberately  conSimcd, 
apphed  to  the  whole  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  tirst  year  of  tfaf 
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f  the  lloiiac  of  Hanover*,  ami  jigmn  in  the  reign 

f  George  lK;t  the  laac  of  tbcsc  stiUuu-s  uinfiniimg  aUtlie 

n&er  securities  by  vx|iresA  word^r  ^d  declaring  tbem  lo 

I  in  ait  full  force  a»  if  ovrry  chiutu:  am!  iiro^ision  of  tbe 

n»er  acts  were  therein  imcnccL  and  ru-cnactcd* 

Sttcb,  my  loixl5,are  the  origin  and  spirit  of  our  policy;  And 

cb  are  the  Uvs  existing  upon  tliis  importune  |>oint.    And 

'  have  been  often  counselled  by  the  wisest  of  our  ancealors, 

utiLii>fotindi'd  on  a  general  principle,  «acha£  this  dintru^t 

political  power  in  Ronwii  Catholic  handr^,  (hoLigh  origi- 

ting  in  a  particular  danger,  which  hjis  it^lf  ceased  to  exis^ 

y  nevertheless  be  n^;btly  r>?iaincci,  as  snfi-^uards  agatniC 

other  NortH  of  danj^er  which  iall  within  the  scope  of  the 

ne  principle.     But  we  are  now  told  by  the  supporters  of 

present  mcufiure,  iliiU  it  in  time  to  rev<^?r.se  our  policy,  and 

repeal  all  our  former  laws  upon  this  subject,  and  tiiat  the 

!Sent  bill  is  the  first  and  fittest  step  to  be  taken  towards  so 

irablc  an  c*nd, 

tfy  Lovds. — Upon  entering  on  this  new  course  of  policy, 

,  considering  how  far  we  can  safely  proceed  in  this  plan 

epeiil,  and  as  to  what  wc  nmy  do,  or  may  not  do,  in  the 

of  legislation,  if  wc  eiiaunnc  iU<:  ground  before  us  step 

itcp,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  Judge  mere  satisfactorily  of  ttie 

:t  And  beaiings  of  the  pairticul&r  measure  which  wo  are 

red  this  day  to  adopt.     And  in  such  u  course  I   have 

•y^  thought  that  httle  bhould  be  done  upon  mere  im- 

iinity,  nothing  upon  menaces  (such  as  we  have  xouietimes 

id) ;  but  every  thing  that  we  can  do  for  the  cofic  of  our 

IAD  Catholic  feliow-^ubjccts,  ^o  far  as  it  can  be  doue  with 

,y  to  our  own  establishment  in  church  and  stale;  and  so 

I,  whatevei*  be  list  amount,  should,  I  think^  be  done 

y  and  promptly  upon  tt»  uwn  fair  grounds  of  justice  and 

yi  and  having  done  that,  we  should  there^  once  for  all, 

I  our  firm  and  final  nand< 

1  civil  rights,  1  haye  always  been  of  opinion,  that  the 
Q  career  of  honours  and  emoluments  should  be  laid 
the  Komun  Catholic  Disr^enleis,  as  much  as  to  the 
*  1  Oco.  Lc.  13.  a.  16.  i  9  Gtio.  IL  c>  Jti-3.  o. 
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Lord  CUrendoD  has  long  since  truJy  told  us,*  that  it  is  vaij 
to  legislate  concemUig  the  Roni^in  Catholic  laity,  unless  you 
also  bind  their  clergy ;  for  they  turn  things  ci\i)  into  thingaj 
spiritual  at  their  pleasure;    and   holding  in  iwnitudc  tlK 
conscieQcei  they  do  therefore  govern  also  the  actions  of  thi 
laity. 

Such  privileges  aa  I  liave  presumed  to  specify^  and  any 
ethers  of  the  like  degree,  but  under  such  limitations  and  ; 
gulaltons  as  I  have  suggested,  may  and  ought,  iti  my  oj 
nion,  to  be  granted  freely  and  promptly;   but  no  politica 
power  in  tbe  ruling  oRices  of  the  state,  no  seats  in  th 
supreme  courts  of  justice,  none  in  the  loyal  coundls,  nonfl 
in  our  Houses  of  Parliament. 

Our  Protestant  ascendancy  must  be  pfiraniount,  or 
fihidl  have,  iu  no  long  time,  a  Rouuin  Catholic  dominatton. 
Let  Kia  not  deceive  ourselves.     These  two  claims  to  power  ^^ 
are  utterly  incompatible,  and  irreconcilable.  ^^ 

The  principles  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  are  in 
diiect  hostility  to  the  reformed  religion;  and  the  basis  of 
my  refusal  to  admit  Roiuan  Catholics  to  the  supreme  offices 
of  the  state,  is  founded  in  my  conviction  of  their  sincerity  io 
the  religion  they  piofess. 

If  you  ask  for  tlie  evidence  of  this  hostility,  my  lordii^i 
it  is  prominent  and  undeniable ;  not  drawn  from  Transalpine 
authority,  nor  from  Spanish  bigotry,  but  from  tbe  higheaCj 
autlioiityin  the  Roman  Catholic  church  of  France> from  tlidj 
vrritin^  of  the  acknowledged  champion  of  the  liberties  of 
tbe  Gallican  church,  the  celebrated  Bossuet,  nbose  exposi" 
tion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  doctrines  is  still  the  manual  of 
the  faithful;  and  in  bis  great  work  upon  the  variations 
the  Protectant  reformers  from  tht  true  standard  of  the  faithif 
wc  arc  told  iigain  and  ajiuiti : — "  The  exercise  of  the  power' 
of  the  sword  in  m^ttiTs  of  religion  and  conscience,  is  a  point 
not  to  be  called  In  [[uestioo.     I'here  is  no  itlu^ion  mor 
dangerous  than  to  make  toleration  a  eharactenslic  of  th&l 
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fio  Church."*     "  Tbo  Church  of  Komo  is  the  most  iotolc- 

lit  of  all  Chnistian  !iec(A.       It  id  her  hol)r  and  tnilcxihlc 

bompatibiUtj'  which   rcmlcrH    hi^r    severe,   unconciliator/p 

4  odious  to  all  sects  8C|)Arfttod  &oiu  her-     They  dcatrc 

ly  to  b<;  tolerated  by  \xcr\  but  hor  holy  seventy  forbid* 

?h  indulgcncc."t     Thcac  doctrines  renewed,  &s  they  have 

en  in  our  own  times  by  the  |>onliilcal  authority  it»elf^  it  U 

vain  for  the  Homan  Catholic  laity  to  ditfclaim,  unless  their 

rgy  olsCf  in  who!^  hands  their  conscience  is  plAcedjVball 

w  come  forward  and  openly  renounce  tins  hosCihty. 

Wc  tire  told,  I  know,   tlial  our   fears   are   ncvcrtlwlcss 

LOnary,  and  the  dangers  we  apprehend  are  unreal  j  that 

who  oppose  these  claims  to   power  [uisealculali;  their 

TnglU,  and  misrepresent  the  spirit  of  the  itomaii  Catholic 

urdi  in  tlic  pnt*c«t  times  ^ — that  what  once  wa?»  hostile, 

ow  changed  ami  mitif^atcdi  that  other  stales  wi^*ly  adopt 

nore  liberal  poUcyj — and  fLimlly,  that  whatever  bu  the 

Kiph^M  «f  the  Uotnan  Cutholica^  their  numbers  arc  too 

*roportiouatc  to  oni^ii,  in  this  Ilouse^  to  ^itc  us  caube  for 

m. 

Tpon  each  of  these  poiits,  my  lords,  a  few  words  may 

ce.     And  ills t,  as  to  ihe  mitigated  spirit  of  hostility  Co 

Church  lu  lucdem  thncs.      All  ^rho  have  visited  the 

inent  of  lute  years,  wil]«  I  rhi  sure,  be  forward  to  allow, 

the  dignified  simplicity,  and  unaffected  piety  of  the 

lijig  Pontin,  and  the  courteous  attentions  of  his  ruling 

rtcr  to  foreigners  of  all  nations,  and  of  England  more 

oaDy,  do  Justly  command  our  respect  and  gratefut  ac< 

'IcdgmenC,     But  it  is  not  upou  such  grounds  that  we 

legislate  concerning  the  defences  of  our  Protestant 

mment.     For  history  has  recorded  ihc  circular  man- 

,^  issued  by  the  pre&ent  Pontiff  himself,  when  torn  from 

^minions,  and  carried  into  eulCf  ty  the  brutal  violence 

mandates  replete  with  the  doctrines  which  we 

,  lliaL  den  VmiaiKsns,  livre  X- 
)  Vunations,  Sixibm^  AclvertiiscmtTOt. 
ularl^«*T0f  Piiii  Vir.  io  ihe  Cardinnlf,  5lh  FMi.  I«0B. 
Fcrb^  1808. 
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liave  most  cau^c  to  dread ;  and  history  nill  not  fflt)  to  record 
nht*,  diat,  upon  hi^  n-*HlurutiiJir,  lie  Iiaa  re-pcoplcd  Italy  vuitli 
nioaliis  of  all  oriWn<,  and  revived  the  Jesuits,  whom  all  Eu- 
rope had  proscribed;  find  has  opened  the  way  for  a  Jt^ull 
ccinfosttor  to  stand  once  more  l)y  the  throne  of  a  momirch,^ 
And  amongst  the  latest  proofs  of  the  s^dic  unchangeable 
hostility  to  ProCeatants,  rs  such,  the  court  of  Rome  hu 
recently  refused  to  protect  fiora  insult  and  destruction  the 
Protei^tnat  tombs  whitth  have  been  erected  \vithjn  the  walli 
of  Rome;  and  has  refuseil  this  rciisonahlc  request  to  the 
joint  solicitation  of  all  ihe  Protesianis  of  Etiropc  thcit 
resident,  though  strongty  ur^e^i  by  the  diplotnaljc  ^ep^e9eI^ 
tatjvc  of  one  great  Protestant  power,t  and  r<?pCiitudlyprca<ed 
by  the  presumptive  heir  of  another  Protestant  crowD,J  an 
illustrious  person,  now  no  stranger  to  the  habits  and  tnstiti^^ 
tions  of  this  country.  ^H 

But  then,  ray  lords,  we  are  nest  desired  to  withdraw  our 
views  IVom  Transalpine  to  Transappennine  Home;  not  (o 
look  to  the  dark  dogmas  of  the  Vatican,  nor  to  the  supemi- 
tious  credulity  of  a  people  who  could  attest  or  believe  in  the 
modern  miracles  of  1797  or  181 1  ;§  we  are  desired  to  coinc 
forth  and  look  upon  the  map  of  enlightened  Etuope,  And 
take  example  from  the  more  liberal  policy  of  other  stale?, 
which  rule  over  a  niked  population  ofdiilerent  mod«fl  of 
feith. 

Be  it  so<  And  what  shall  we  find  here  1  Roman  Catho- 
lic fiovcreigns,  such  as  France,  Austria,  and  Saxony,  (for 
Spain  ami  Portugal  are  blotted  out  and  of  no  vnluc  in  such 
a  question,)   ruling    Protestant    subjects;    and   Protesttst 


*  Kin^frfSardrni^  )fl2'2.  f  Kn^^ofPruciiiii,  ]  Piiniy  of  Dcniuti- 
f  Sht  *'  Mj^ciiIous  Appeaninc«B  of  the  Tmage^  of  ilic  Bleiied  Vi^ 
optuiQi;  lier  v)'i;!t  m  vutiL>ivf  pmt»  of  Ute  Itojnun  KtAlc,  bolwcQii  91b  JiJj'j 
I7f»0,  auJ  Jiumai>>  1797,  [>ublUljcit  ui  l(uiii«,  1T9T,  by  D.  Gto-  Morditfl^ 
Euminntorv  Ap<iAt<iltuvj  with  POfl  Allceuiioiu  by  pCTMinfl  of  Ihu 
rank nnd crndit."  t  vol.  ftT4>.  Aluoihfr '«  MJmnitrm«  Kxu»io«of  Iho] 
Vti^tt  m  SBTOnA,  in  Jttt]«,  Auirmt>  aad  September,  Ittn/'enirravedund  I 
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(vcncigtif,  sihJi  u  Pru»»i;i,  Swctlon,  Denmark,  and  tlio 
clherlauds  riitui>E  over  UomAn  CAthoJie  subjects. 
or  Uit;s<.%  tbt  Itumuu  Cnlliultc  Aovc^rii^ign  has  uolUiiig  to 
tv  frQcn  tlic  admiHiiion  of  PrvtcHmit  »ubjvcU  to  polilicAl 
<wcr;  for  ibc  Protesiunt  han  no  fun-lgn  connexion,  uo 
»»eljtlj>g  A|>tn(  in  lii»  rvligioii,  uiid  he  inuj  be  put  dovu 
[li  tlic:  Klrokt;  ofjt  puu, 

Tbc  Pmlcstiuit  sovi-Tcign  has,  in  every  iiistancc,  jealously 
iuid  bib  Itoiuan  CmlioUc  ^abject  fium  any  uiuuUiuii;iU-d 
encoursc  wUh  Roinc;  and  liv  can  cs]uulJy  dinniiss  Jiim,  If 
^ublcKomCt  by  the  same  process. 

My  Lords. — There  h  amcng  these,  no  ca*?  parallel  lo 

ra.     Arbitntry  guvcrnnicdts  and  Iimit<xt  govcmincnls  stand 

a  difiorcnt  footing,  as  to  the  power  ami  privilegcB  which 

■y  con  safely  allow  to  tlic  different  claiiaea  of  tlu-ir  Hub- 

u ;  4nU  tticrv  exists  >io  utbcr  country  buc  ihu,  where  cl)u- 

vtSTr  talents,  and  popuUr  credit,  can  rai»c  any  sidiject 

tantly  to  thai  eminence  which  commands  an  entrance  into 

flervici*  of  Iii*  suverel^n,  ainl  give  him  ati  efltcUvu  ftharc 

;he  ruling  councils  of  tbc  state,  for  its  preservation,  or  for 

destruction,  as  the  event  ioay  prore. 

I  is  urged,  in  tbc  lasit  placo,  tliat  tbc  d^tiger  which  wo 

bct  to  tbc  present  measure,  must  have  reference  to  the 

ibers  of  those  u'hose  pretensions,  if  adimtted,  are  to  cicato 

danger*     This  is  t]ndi>ubt<<(lly  true.     Kut  we  mti8t  be 

fful,  not  to  lay  what  ou^ht  to  be  the  ihiribblc  foundations 

^ur  Jegi!*latioi]  upon  shitting  grounds-     In  legi&Jatioi],  as 

rcry  ctbcr  prudvntiul  and  practical  ijucatioiL,  we  should 

uder  to-morrow  as  to-day.    Ami  it  is  amazing  to  me, 

ny  per.son^  of  ordinury  ftagacily  can  fail  to  foreseet  that 

Sily  of  present  numbers  aflbrdft  no  security  against 

increase, 
powerful  ininiater  of  the  Crown,  my  lords,  who  ad- 
itcs  measures  like  the  i^rtrscnl,  with  a  strong  sense  of  the 
ttice  which  (according  to  his  view)  the  existing  families 
pon^tute  die  Roman  Catholic  gentry  have  tong  ^aflered,. 
I  and  ouglit,  upon  his  own  principles,  to  iimkc  llietn 
ly   anil   full  compensation   for   ibeir   long-intercepted 
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hoiioars.  In  the  reign  of  Queen  Anm^*  vre  have  n  pn^cnlent 
for  a  simuUaneotis  addition  to  our  peerage  of  no  nii*Dinick'f- 
ahh  amount ;  and  in  proportion  fisthc  fp'i^vancr  is  con^sidercil 
to  havp  been  iong^  heavy  and  unjnstilisblr^,  such  in  propor- 
tion would  nahirally  be  the  reparation.  We  might  well  Jook 
to  have  in  our  House  a  tiiucit  larger  importation  than  took 
pUce  at  thut  period;  and  successive  lainisters,  undcT  the 
occasional  difticulties  which  beset  lUem,  when  the  gate« 
were  set  open,  and  tlie  broad  pat!i  paved,  might,  an<l  would 
enlarge  the  number  without  stiut  or  Hmil- 

By  irresiBtible  inference,  n>y  lords,  what  might  be  cnlli 
equal  justice  should  be  done  also  with  respect  to  the  oilier 
House  of  Parliament.  Tbo  Roman  Catholic  elector  must 
allowed  to  elect  Roiniin  Cutholic  representatives  for  bis 
country,  whether  in  England  or  Ireland,  and  I  leave  it  (o 
your  lordships'  meditation,  how  soon,  and  by  what  courmzfiv 
political  ambition,  coupled  with  or  goaded  by  religious  zeal, 
duly  directed,  might  gradually  appropriate  to  itself,  lij  ihe 
wealth  of  ancient  and  opuknt  families,  in uoh  nUo  of  tb 
description  of  properly,  whicli  bcally  influences  the  retui 
of  other  members  to  the  Commons'  House  of  ParlianH-ni 
J  veriiy  believe,  that  the  current  would  set  strongly  and  ooi 
stantly  in  that  direction,  and  the  consequences  are  manifest. 

And  now,  my  lords,  to  conclude  these  oljser^atioiw  »Itli 
which  I  have  already  troubled  your  lordships  at  too  grevt 
length — With  my  view  of  the  present  character  and  fittiin^ 
consequences  of  this  measure,  by  which  a  new  form  of  pa 
spirit  will  be  introduced  into  both  Houses  of  Parliamem 
directeil  always^  under  all  circumstances,  steadily  nnd  inviiri^ 
ably  to  one  and  the  same  sole  object,  by  which  polemics  will 
be  revived  in  our  universities,  discord  spread  throuj^h  our 
tniimcipal  corporations,  the  land  peopled  with  more  Jesuit 
establish  ment«  for  the  eduoattnn  of  our  youth,  and  a  restless^ 
proselytinof  clergy,  with  all  their  missionaries,  set  at  work 
throughout  the  country — and  preferrii>g  as  I  do  the  rational 
character  and  habits  of  our  country  its  they  now  prevail,  tbo 
sober  piety  of  our  Protestant  form  of  worship,  and  the  miU^ 
and  toleritnt  spirit  of  the  Church  of  England,  ri^rlitly  undeN^ 
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tdf  I  mu^it  of  ncccsaicy  vaie  agaiDsl  the;  furtlicfr  progrcM 
Elii*  biUi  ftnd  I  ibftU  tliercfore  coocluUc,  viih  proposing 
to  uncnditwtit  to  the  origiiuil  mtttioii,  '*  Hbut  iii&teitd  uf 
bOl  being  now  rrnd  a  sccotid  lane,  il  be  r«ad  »  »ccotiii 
i  on  tliu  d^y  six  inoiiihM*" 

Tho  AmeodEieiat  wna  cnrrtt^il  by  a  mAjoHty  of  43. 
Beinir  for  tbc  ^imrndmmt    ....  171 
A|tbLDht  tlr  antrnilTiJCiu     ,   .  ,   .  .    1^9 
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nONOVRABLE  CHARLES  MANNERS  SUTTON. 

SrCAKKR  or  TIIX   It^'tC  OP  C0MUO^l(. 

of  Commons  bnvmE-  rc'solvod  iii^lf  Imo  a  Conniittn*  on 
OQiAO  Cmliolic  Dmbiiiry  Rdi<«f  Bill,  Mjtrrti  24E,  1821,  th« 
;«r,  the  Righl  Iflnn.  C^in^Rr.Ki  Mankeiix  Sutton,  thus  ad- 
ifac  Committrp. 

IMK  Jt  fi^ltl  to  ex|»rcBH  my  Hcnlimcnta  oij  llit-  present 
noil,  uul  to  bt^te  the  rc»!iiiiia  uliicli  kail  iiic  lu  upjiosie 
hfrom  whom  I  bare  tbc  misfurtuncf  to  differ  on  tbc 
.  occAi»ton.  I  vill  cmlciivonr  to  confine  myirlf  to  tbc 
^  <r«R|>cctjng  the  DccliiAtion  of  Transub.iUntiatioii} 
ibrc  the  coimnittcc,  aiid  abstain  from  going  generally 
nitrrita  of  tbc  bill. 
Liait,  vritb  every  one  wbo  Iiaa  tipolieii,  tliat  tbe  exclusion 
r  Roman  CAlhol!c»  is  a  great  cvU — An  cril  th«it  cannot 
^licd  witbout  An  at1c(|LJUtc  reason.  But  tbc  f^'Aiiiers 
0  bill  ixcognite  tbc  |>rincipl«  of  cxcluaiun  —  of  ubuclutCi 
lliftcd  exclusion — from  holding  ecclesiatiLica]  And  judi- 
oic4;,  connected  with  tbc  adnunlstratiun  of  tbe  laws 
;  the  Estflbll^bcd  Cbiircb,  1  do  uot  but  5^y  that 
be  perfectly  justifiable  ^  but,  wbea  there  is  a  jen- 
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lousy  of  a  person  professing  the  Koman  Catholic  refi^on 
participating  in  the  adintnistration  of  ihe  lavs  ilirectly  nftlicU 
ing  the  Church,  I  ilo  not  know  how  I  am  to  he  angwcrwl 
whcD  r  nhjeci  to  their  particiimtion  in  the  iVamin;^  of  laws 
by  which  the  Church  h  to  be  governed.  Thh  cotisicleraliftn 
leads  immediately  to  that  of  the  clause  by  which  the  Koitmii 
Catholics  are  to  be  admitted  into  the  two  Houses  of  Tarlia-^ 
ment. 

When  I  loolc  to  thf?  preamble  of  this  hiU,  in  which  it  i" 
stated  J  that  the  laws  relating  to  the  ecclestasticsl  c^tAhlinh* 
ment  are  permanently  established,  it  in  a  necessary  infenMice, 
thut  the  Reman  Catholics  are  excluded  from  judicial  ofB<«s 
in  ecclesiastical  matters,  lest  any  injury  should  arise  from 
tticir  mal-adinuiis  [ration.  But  when  those  la^'S  are  said  to 
be  permanently  estab]l?ihed,  the  meaning  of  these  words  cnn 
only  be,  thst  they  are  perinauent  so  lung  lu  it  shall  not  ploase 
Parliament  to  alter  them-  Is  it  not  rcasonablCp  therefore^ 
to  feel  a  jealousy  as  to  the  continuance  of  those  laws,  as  wJ^M 
as  to  guard  against  their  mal -administration?  ^^ 

The  honourable  member  (Mr.  Calcraft)  who  hasjuiC  ut 
down,  seems  to  think  that  the  honourable  meiaber  for  CoHe 
Castle  (Mr,  Bankes)  has  carried  \\h  vlevr^  of  dnriger  to  an  un- 
necessary extent;  but  \t.  surely  behoves  us,  in  legislating  on 
«o  importanE  a  subject,  to  take  the  longest  view  within  otf^| 
reach;  for  the  law  once  passed  is  beyond  our  reach,  and  I^^ 
Any  conscqiienC  mischief  should  arise,  it  will  be  no  answer  to 
say  that  the  law  may  be  repealed.  The  honourable  n>eiiib4^| 
'  for  Corfc  C^Tstlij  sai<l,  that  there  is  much  ground  for  alann; 
and  the  iionouriihle  nK»mbrr  whr*  last  addre^^cd  the  liouAe^ 
thought  there  is  no  ground  at  all ;  hut  both  the  one  and  the 
'  other  opinion  are  mere  speculations.  They  are  speculations 
upon  wliich  I  do  not  presume  to  judge;  but  1  mu»t  sjiy,  that 
upon  a  question  of  such  pnrnTnoiint  importance^  I  would 
rather  look  to  the  security  of  the  law,  than  trust  to  the 
results  of  chance.  ^j 

The  honourable  member  for  Bramber  »aicl«  the  oCha^f 
night,  that  he  felt  strongly  inclin<>d  to  b<'littTe  thftC  if  the^ 
reatricttons  upon  the  Uonian  Catholu^s  were  removed^  many 
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ivm  wouJil  abuDcJon  llic-ir  fiiith,  aiul  become  l*i'utcstant«. 

I  natan)  for  tJiat  honourable  j^entlciiian,  bcin^  biaiAelf 

straorili[»ry  good  froleftanl,  atuI  locking  ii#lieUicllo 

intrJrMic  merits  of  the  ProlC!;Unt  fnitLi,  to  cnEcrtain  such 

^Hnion;  but  I  doubl  whether  a  good  Homan  Cfttholic 

not  be  equally  incUiied  to  say,  "  only  giTc  me  sdmiflsioD 

llie  House  of  CunintonR,  aiid  1  will  so  conniice  you  of 

rath  of  my  religion,  ihnt  you  will  all  turn  Roman  Cntho* 

Belicvmiz,  then,  that  ic  Is  u  proper  jealousy  which 

lde9  Hounun  Catbohcs  tioin  the  acImmbtrBtion  of  certain 

I  must  coDfess  that  1  cannot  see  boT  the  same  cxclu- 

shoitld  not  apply  to  the  present  ea»e. 

rcfcrcnco  to  the  jilterutions  proposed  oil  a  formenii^bt, 

rUlung  to  (lisgtiisc  my  opinioni— which  aro  itnfavour* 

to  th«  general  provigions  of  the  bill,  stiEl  I  admil,  that 

llflictiltiea  ore  accumuUtod  in  consc([ue»ce  of  the  oltc- 

fchich  has  been  made  in  the  clause  originally  propofted. 

MitendtHi  by  #ome  honourable  gentlemen^  that  the  words 

>9ed  to  be  addcdj  make  no  difference  in  the  metLting  of 

Inuse;  but,  if  that  vrere  tto,  where  is  the  aeces^ty  for 

tion ! 

w>ttld  wish  to  kiiov,  vhy  a  severer  oalh  is  to  be  Lmposed 
t  Protestant  than  on  the  Hoinan  Cathohc?  If  that  at 
B  in  existence  is  not  thought  necessary  to  secure  the 
k  Cttthohc,  I  CAU  underittaiid  why  it  is  altered ;  but  1 
unflerstand  uliy  u  more  rigorous  o^th  should  be 
L  to  the  ProCcAtaut  than  is  administered  to  tho  lloroan 
The  decision  of  thir  House  gn  v.  former  night  has 
I  some  diflicuhy  in  ihc  way  of  our  proceeding.  It  is 
i,  that  tliere  wiU  be  a  sort  of  breaking  faith,  if  the 
t adopts  the  present  proposition  {Tor  e:tdiiding  Roman 
lies  from  seats  in  Parliament)  after  deciding  as  we 
lone  on  the  oatb.  1  do  not  see  that  there  will  be  any 
klency  in  adopting  the  present  ainerdiYienE.  Tbe 
vhich  haH  btrn  decided  on,  will  admit  the  Houian 
ic  to  many  r^ituations  which  he  did  not  fill  before  j 
(ercfove  it  is  not  fair  to  charge  the  House  with  incon- 
£  having  jigreed  to  the  oatli  proposed  on  a  former 
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day,  we  should  now  adopt  the  aoiendmcnt.  The  diflicultj 
that  i  have  from  the  bediming  ta  this: — I  object  lo  two 
oa(Us  being  tendered  ;  and  the  more  so,  as  the  more  rigof' 
ous  oiith  is  reserved  ior  the  Proteitniils. 

The  bonourable  gentleman  vrho  spoke  La«t  has  said,  tliat 
the  whole  question  turns  upon  tUvec  point.'j ;  whethcr^oii  the 
admission  of  tlie  Koinaa  Catholics  to  Parliament,  the  »»fclj 
of  the  Slate  cnn  be  guaranteed;  whether  the  conduct  of  tbt 
lioman  Catholics  entitles  tliein  to  such  a  privilege^  and 
whether,  supposing  those  points  to  he  allowed,  thiti  is  rot 
the  most  convenient  time  that  the  concession  ought  Co  be 
made?  With  respect  to  the  last,  tliough  I  have  not  the  same 
confidence  in  the  success  of  the  measure,  1  agree  with  the 
honourable  member,  that  never  was  there  a  time  when  Elic 
deliberate  judgment  of  Parhanient  was  more  likely  to  be  the 
dehherate  judgment  of  the  people.  As  lo  the  second  p<jii; 
1  am  most  willing  to  admit  tliat  tlieir  conduct,  for  a  loi 
time  past,  entitles  them  to  every  thing  that  can  be  grant 
consistently  with  the  safety  of  the  Stale-  1  do  not  doul 
their  sincerity,  but  1  do  nol  think,  that  thetr  admrwnon  to 
seats  in  Parliament  is  a  privilege,  which,  in  conformity  wii 
their  tenets,  they  can  exercise  heneticiallj  to  the  country  a 
with  safety  lo  the  Constitution-  In  my  conscience  I  do 
beheve  that  such  a  privilege  can  be  safely  granted^  'VhJA 
is  my  sincere  and  deliberate  opinion ;  and,  ;ii  an  honest  maOr 
I  feel  myself  bound  to  support  uiy  honourable  fncitd's  auiMad? 
menti* 


lie 

i 

i 


•  Mr.  Caolits  mor«l  for  tht  inBtiticia  of  s.  cUumc  in  itc  liU,  excluding 
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if  Sir  FnnciB  Burdeu  iniriHliiced  bin  inolion  Tor  »  CommiltM 
tbe  Hoiue  of  Cuminuii«i  tY»pvctiri>;  ih«  Ruitian  Caibolic  <Uinu, 
bruary  2^tbt  L8'^^^  tbc  Rifihc  lloJAonrablv  ltojir.Hr  r>:i:i^i 
prOMnWiYC  fot  tbc  Cnivcmicy  of  Oxford,  Sccr^rury  of  Stmlc 
die  Homo  DtrpaTtnivTift  ;uid  formrrly  Oiitf  ^c^crelary  of  Irt- 
d,  dcliTorcd  in  tbc  Houc«,  thtf  follomng  nurvoua  Oroiton — 
wtly  eminent  for  itn  ^>rnipiciioiia  ami  nrgiimfnfAliv4»  <1<rfAJ],  as 
D  as,  iit  >HLite»man'1iki.s  coDF^iiEitiionu],  and  PTouiKtfutE  iiiaxiiutt. 

wmiATASDiNo,  Hir,  tlio  length  of  time  occtipieil  by  my 
;  honourable  and  learned  friend,  (Mr<  Pluiikett,)  I  feci 
eonticlcnce  in  the  indulgence  of  the  Hou«o,  or  rather  in 
tsticc,  that  I  hnvo  no  doubt  it  will  allow  mc  to  state,  an 
^  as  1  can,  ibe  grounds  upon  which  I  dJKSent  fnvrn  the 
>sition  of  the  honourable  baronet,  and  the  rc'asons  why, 
nil  the  ArgumcntH  I  have  hcAui,  I  do  not  find  them 
ient  to  induce  mo  to  deviate  from  the  course  1  have 
unifonnly  pursued  upon  thi«  question.     I  will  a£- 
foUow,  as  closely  as  I  can,  the  ditierent  branches  of 
able,  and  not  Lei&  eflectivCf  because  tt:inperate  and 
iatory,  speech  of  the  honourable  baronet, 
bink,  Sir,  that  he  introduced   this  question  for  discus* 
li  its  tine  grounds,  and  I  will  opply  mvKetf  to  answer 
ustiona  put  by  bins  to  the  opponents  of  further  con- 
Id.     1  apprehend  that  E  state  his  case  with  perfect  fair* 
^hen  I  Kay  that  he  reeled  bis  proposition  upon  three 
lb;  first,  positive  treaty;  second,  natural  right;  and, 
prudence  and  policy.     All  the  arguments  he  employed 
e  included  under  those  heads,  and  in  that  order  I  pro- 
b  consider  them.     If,  in  the  first  place,  the  honourable 
n  could  prove   to  me  that  there  really  e?usted  a  claim 
part  of  the  Roman  Catholics  estabhsiied  upon  a  solemn 
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treaty  between  them  and  the  Crown,  I  should  be  ilUjiotK 
to  treat  it  with  the  utmost  deferencep     The  honourable  bi 
ronot,  and  1  believe  the  petition  wluch  he  presented,  demand^ 
the  fulfilment  of  a  treaty. 

I  have,  Sir,  on  previous  occasions^  considered  the  effect  of 
the  treaty  to  which  ihey  allude,  and  1  am  again  prepared  to 
dcny»  that  the  Roman  Catholics  can  claim  any  pri^ile^e  on 
the  foundatlor  of  tlie  treaty  of  Ltmeriek.  It  is,  no  doubi, 
iftiportant  for  the  House  to  consider  whether,  in  withholding 
what  is  ijow  required  at  its  hands,  it  is  viobtiug  the  terms 
of  a  solemn  treaty :  and  1  beg  to  a^  the  honourable  buronet, 
whother  he  has  referred  to  the  articles  of  that  treat;,  and 
whether  he  really  tbinks,  not  that  it  has  been  infringed  at 
any  former  period  of  our  history^  but  whether  any  privile^ 
IS  refused  in  ilefiance  of  itf  I  will  not  nc^  enter  into  tlic 
(juestiou  wbctber  the  act  passed  early  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne  was  an  iafiingement  of  the  treaty  of  Limerick.  I  ftd* 
mit  very  fairly,  th^it  the  slatute  **  for  llw  prevention  of  tlw 
growth  of  Popery,"  was  an  abominable  measure-  Pcrhap* 
this  is  au  unpleasant  point  of  discussion;  mid  z»  the  honour- 
able baronet  very  wisely  abt^lmncd  from  entering  upon  it,  1 
will  follow  his  example;  merely  ob5cn"ing  that  before  wc 
condemn  the  laws  of  the  land,  we  are  bound  to  consider  the 
circiun stances  out  of  which  they  arose;  and  from  tho^e  cir- 
cumstances it  appeai^f  that  it  was  an  net  of  rc^talijitton  against 
the  Koman  Catholics,  for  what  they  had  done  while  in  pos- 
session of  pohticai  power. 

The  honourAblc  baronet  will  find,  Sir,  that  by  the  firat 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Limerick,  tlie  Koman  Catholics  were 
entitled  to  be  exempted  from  all  molestation  on  account  of 
their  religious  leneU;  by  other  article*  certain  persons  might 
claim  the  privileges  of  personal  pro)>erty,  on  taking  no  other 
oath  but  that  of  allcigiunc^s  Now,  the  honourable  bvone^l 
extends  ihia  right  to u  claim,  thnl  the  Homan  Calbolicit  shJ^^ 
be  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  civ  il  olSce  on  taking  (he  cwith 
of  allegiance  only,  'i'hat.  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  deny;  and  I 
am  content  to  rest  my  denial  upon  (be  Sjieech  of  Sir  T- 
liuiJer,  who  was  employed  by  the  HoDioii  Ciuliolici  lo  sf 
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the  bv  of  tbe  House  of  LonK  ngainst  tlie  pamng  of  tli^ 

I  to  prevent  the  grovih  of  Popery.     Sir  T-  liutUir  nay*, 

be  10th,  Ilth,  l^tli,  ISiU  and  Mtli  clmtsi^s  c^f  ihix  bill  r^ 

^  t£t  offices  aiid  empluyniOEit^  which  ihc  Papists  of  Ire- 

d   cannot  hope  for  tbc  ct^oymcot  of,  otherwise  than   by 

ce  and  fjivouL'  extraonliimry;  und  tb<?n?fort*  do  not  m> 

ch  tiffed  th^^ro,  n%  it  ilfUMt  tho  Protj-ntJuU  Di^L^cntrr^:,  who, 

hi-^  bill  pjiKx  into  n  Uw,  nrp  rtpinlly  vnth  th^  PapiHt?,  tie- 

j<rd  of  bearing  any  oUtcc*  civil  or  imlitar^,  under  iho  go* 

ciment  to  whioh  by  right  of  blrlh,  and  thi*1aicaoriho  bind, 

7  are  aft  indisputably  cntitU^d  a«  Any  other  i\mt  Prot(*fi- 

t  hrHhrcn;  ami  if  n-hnt  the  Iri^h  did  in  the  latrditiordrrs 

:hi6  kin^om  made  them  rebels,  (which  the  presence  of  a 

J  they  bml  l*efi>re  been  obliged  (o  own,  and  sne^T  oheili* 

*  to»  guv^  ihrm  a  rra^conahUr  colour  uf  concluding  it  did 

)  ytt  Kurcly  t1>«  DUiic^ntorK  did  not  do  liny  thing  to  make 

n  %Oj  or  to  (lo«;€rvc  wor^  nt  thr  hamKof  the  govrmm^iit 

(  other  Pi-olcsitant« ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  t«  more  than 

tiMe,  that  if  they  (I  mean  the  Di centers)  bad  not  put 

9p  to  tlio  career  of  the  Iri^h  army  at  lll-innAillcn  iind 

donderry,  ibe  settlonwnt  of  iho  govcriuncni,  bolli   in 

land  and  ScotLuid,  ii>ight  not  have  proved  so  efl.iy  av  it 

eby  did;  foi*  if  that  army  had  got  to  Scotluml  (as  there 

nothing  nt  tb.at  time  to  have  hindered  them,  but  th^ 

cry  of  thosD  pQoplc>  who  were  mostly  l)iy.*ienters,  and 

bable  with  do  odier  crimcrs  since,  unW«  tlicir  close  ad- 

^  to,  and  easily  app<>aring  for,  the  then  govi^rntuent,  and 

jkany  fnithfid  »;crvicc>  thi^y  did  thetr  country  were  crimes,) 

I  if  thoy  bad  got  to  Scotland,  when  they  had  boats, 

i,aud  all  thitijL^K  tUa  ready  for  their  trarn^portation,  and 

:  niauy  friend*  there  in  arms,  waiting  only  their  coming 

thnn,  it  t>  cmty  to  think  wluLt  the  con  serine  nee  s  would 

sn   to  both    ihcnc  kingdoms;  and  ihefie  Dissenterv 

ere  thought  fit  for  command,  both  civil  and  military, 

\  DO  low  instrumental  in  contributing  to  the  reducing 

fipgdom,  than  any  other  Proteatanta ;  and  to  pass  a  hill 

deprivo   theiu  of  their  birth-righta   for  tbo^e   thejf 


'  ilifEECIIOFTllE 


idlQQt 


good  servtci^is  would  Hurely  h&  u  most  unkiud  return,  cuu 
the  worst  reward  ever  Rn[nt<;d  to  h  people  to  der^erving^. 
Whatever  the  Papists  may  ho  supposed  to  hvw  dexdTvd, 
the  Dissewterii  cvrtuitdv  aland  as  cltrar  in  the  face  of  th^ 
pvesent  governmtnl,  as  any  other  people  whatsweverj  and  if 
this  is  all  (he  return  tli^y  are  likely  to  ^^et,  it  v\\\  be  but  U 
slender  encouragement,  if  ever  ocai^ion  f^liould  re«|uire  fgi 
others  lo  pursue  their  example."  Sir  T.  Butler  thus  aban- 
dons all  eliiini  to  civil  ulBce-  Yet  he  waa  Solicitor- Qeiieral 
to  Jnmej;  II. — w^s  employed  hi  draning  up  the  treaty  of 
Limerick^  and  was  engaged  by  the  Roman  CmhoUe^  against 
the  bill  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  I  therefore  tbink  thit 
we  are  quite  at  Ubcriy  to  discuss  this  question,  without 
having  to  eomhat  any  argument  founded  upon  a  bup|M 
breach  of  the  faith  of  treaties. 

Nest^  Sir,  the  honourable  baronet,  and  my  right  honour 
able  and  learned  friend  re^t  tbU  claim  upon  ihe  {ground  of 
natural  right.  And  here  again  I  directly  join  issue  wjih 
llicm  both.  Indeed,  this  is  one  of  the  material  points 
upon  wliicb  I  have  ibe  misfortune  to  differ  from  *onw  of 
the  friends  with  whom  I  am  in  the  habit  of  actin<^.  Ic  in- 
volves a  great  const iiutioiml  ijueition,  and  my  right  honourv 
able  and  learned  friend  goes  even  so  far  4ia  lo  argue,  tJiat  Wt 
have  no  more  right  to  exclude  Koman  Catholics  from  chrfl^H 
office^  than  we  Imve  to  divest  them  of  their  property,  H^B 
places  the  spoliation  of  property  and  the  exclusion  from  eivil 
ofiice,  on  precisely  the  same  footing,  but  he  admits  that  botb 
may  be  sacrificed  to  considerations  of  pammoum  neccKStCyt 
but  tlien  (hjit  neee«£tty  must  be  clearly  estabtished.  1  caib 
not  nlh>w  that  the  suhjects  of  this  country  have  any  nxKh 
claim  as  an  abstract  right,  and  I  <lo  not  believe  that  the  dots 
trine  wa-s  avowed  or  maintained  until  comparatively  recent 
times;  I  mean,  until  ihe  year  1700.  Lei  iix  look  for  a 
moment  n*  the  great  periods  in  the  hietory  of  the  conitim- 
tion.  Previously  to  the  Reformation  there  was  tuianimtty  In 
retigiouB  opinion:  thi^re  was  no  dissent,  and  coniterjuendy 
motive  to  exclude,  atid  no  n;a:»on  hv  gtiai^^  or  checkit;  fo 
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iv  tobc  observed,  thfti  thc«c  rcgtilstions  now  cotdjitained 
arc  not  so  imich  checks  on'  tho  fin\ilc;,'C3  of  the  subject, 
guards  tliar  hate  been  tntrodkKcd  from  u  reasonable  jcd^ 
my. 

^^ow,  Sir,  what  lins  been  the  practice  of  the  coualtluttoa 

cc  the  Reformation,  when  religious  t)i»ncirt  Gr»l  bccdtne 

»orlant?     I  snj  that  the  Um  three  hunilrcd  years  Imve  af- 

^ed  a  practical  contradiction  of  the  doctrine  laid  down  bj 

aupportcrn  of  the  claims  of  iJie  Roman  CatKolica,     At 

'time  of  ttic  Reformation,  (he  oath  of  Siiprenmcy  wwi  att* 

\etered;  luid  from  ihc  rei;;n  of  Eliiabeth  up  to  tlic  pro- 

t  motnenl,  thai  oath  liafi  bc^n  I'lifurced,  ami  ha»  opcrntcd 

the  cxeluaion  of  the  Roman  CnthoUcH  from  oflioe  and 

»«c«t*  in  tbia  llotiwr.     My  right  honourable  tViend  th« 

retary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflair«,  says  thnt  the  law  of 

losion  had  ita  oHgm  only  aboui  an  hundred  and  fitly  years 

fbut  i  deity  the  position;  it  had  ita  origin  witli  the  firvt 

of  diasent  in  matters  of  religion, 

/bait  Sir,  Id  mc  i»c|iiitc,  ha*  been  the  doctrine  maul' 
)d  by  the  moat  celebrated  public  ineii  on  the  subject  of 
jvion  fi'om  Civil  i>nicctf.  J  have  hnd  occasion  before  to 
r  to  opinions  entitled  1o  ihc  highcat  respect,  especially 
klh<»)e  honoiiittble  ureiuberf^  to  wliuui  I  am  particularly 
VOMng  myself.  A  eonftrt-ntv  waa  held  rt- spec  ling  the 
or  Occasional  CfinrormiCy,  atid  iht?  lords  wlii>  conJucted 
ta  objectetl  to  a  tncaniiTc  which  subjected  to  the  penalty 
rr])ctual  forfeiiurc  of  oflJce  those  who  were  guilty  of  the 
k  of  occaaioiittl  coidorinity.  At  the  confercucu  tliey 
i  tkia  important  ductrine :  "  The  Iord»  look  on  the 
^  of  the  <|ualifj cation 9  for  places  of  trust  to  bo  a  thhig  >o 
tty  lodgeil  within  the  hrgislature,  that,  without  giving 
Bdon  ffT  it,  upon  any  apprehension  of  danger,  however 
,  everj"  govennnent  maj  pnt  such  rules,  rcstraiiitSf  or 
vna  on  all  who  serve  in  nny  place  of  truHl^  aa  they 
rcaustefor;  but  penalticB  and  punishments  are  of 
natui'e."*     XuWf  can  an)  thhig  be  more  cleady  laid 
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down  th&n  ihc  di^ttnctioD  here  taken  between  exclusion  And 
pifuulty  ?     /Vmi  who  wtic  the  lords  that  presided  ul  ihc  cc 
ici'c'iice  ?     Tbe   Duke  gf  Devonshire,    ibc  E&rl  of  I'r 
bor^ugli,  Uibliop  Burnett,    Lord  Halifax,  und  Itudy, 
Somcrs  liiniselt 

Nest,  Sir,  let  me  ft&k  my  ri^ht  honour^bLe  and  leatiM^^ 
fnend,  ^hnt  be  iays  to  tbat  article  in  tb«  Scotob  Act  o|^| 
Uiiiofij  wbicb  pci'manently  excluded  Roman  CatboUcA  from 
certain  offices?  If  there  be  tins  HAturnl  tight,  and  if  that 
natuml  right  be  conespondeiit  with  the  right  of  propcit}',  U 
it  |>ossible  ti:i  suppo.se  that  the  great  nien  vbp  adjusted  the 
articles  of  the  Scotch  Union,  would  hare  oUoivcd  thin 
maiieut  exclusion  of  die  Roman  Cntholic»?  Aad  yet  stiii 
out  any  of  those  ImntcdiAtc  dangers  from  tlic  povrcr  and 
tenets  of  the  llonian  Catholic  Churcb,  about  vrbicb  uiy  right 
Uonouriihlc  and  learned  friend  baft  epoken  m  the  only  cAUoot 
wliich  could  justify  such  a  measure  nov,  the  luw  of  cxclu- 
Moii  v-us  iutroduired  iuto  that  Act  of  Union.  But  1  much 
lather  wish  that  the  House  would  look  at  the  debatov  of_ 
Parliament  in  a  more  recent  peripd  of  otu-  liintorj. 

But,  £ir,  coining  to  periods  nearer  our  owu  times,  when 
the  dangers  from  Popery  nia)'  be  fiiippused  to  have  bad 
less  ioMuence,  I  ^ould  call  the  oileutton  of  the  lloua;c;  to  the 
tlebfitea  which  took  place  In  1771,  and  1774,  on  the  ^ubject 
of  ibv  Quebec  Acc,--let  u*  look  m  the  dodrinc  uiaintained 
hy  Lord  Oiaihfiui  aud  Lord  Camden,  regarding  tbo  oath  of 
Supremacy.  Both  these  dialiuftubbnl  men  asserted,  that 
the  Q.itli  of  Supremacy  wu»  a»  ,sucred  and  W6  oblj^iory  4M 
Magna  Charts  iuislf,  or  any  of  the  nw*t  ucred  act*  mode  at 
any  period  uf  our  bi-ttor^'.  ^H 

Now,  Sir,  con  tliesc  o|nmoii>  bo  reooncilod  wicb  the  clal^P^ 
of  natural  right?  1  very  freely  admit,  ihal,  at  the  confer* 
cucc  to  which  1  have  leferred,  the  |)eers  tiho  ujonuged  it, 
allowed,  that  c.xciusiou  from  office  by  law  wu  a  punishment 
of  the  aet'crcal  kind.  But,  at  a  blill  more  rc-ecnt  period  of 
our  history,  in  1790,  when  the  repeal  of  the  Te^  Luws  waa 
under  consideration,  did  Mr.  Pttt  admit  the  duclriue  uowj 
contended  for  t    Ccrtablj  not.     Mr.  Uorkua  di^bciit  at  tli^i 


tte,  WBA  OD  tlie  score  of  dunger  from  the  Unitarians ;  but 

!r.  I^Uf  A  mppoTl«r  uf  the  Hoinun  Cutholicfi,  dlredly  con* 

iclicu^l  the  puAtiiuii  uf  tliv  honoumbk  baronet,  atul  my 

[ht  lionourabW  rHcnd.     It  should  be  recollccicfl,  tbnt  i)te 

»(t  Ijm^»  tbcn  umlcr  discus«ioij,  were  eiuictvU  with  a  view 

tbr  defence  and  iiTe^ervatioti  of  the  conitiiiitioD,  and  Mr. 

Li  lidd  die  House,  ''he  ho$tiatcd  not  (o  say,  ihat  H  dii** 

It  verc  L-titerUincd  of  ftn>  oiic  of  ibc  three  braocbc*  of 

'  cocistituiioD,  it  ouglU  to  be  dh^cted  agatn.nt  tlie  Exvcu- 

»   l>ower*     Tlie    |)er»oUK    included    hy    llic    Test    Lawa, 

oured  under  no  ktiid  of  sligotB;  but  it  vras  the  policy  of 

mU  life*  tiol  to  allow  «ny  man  la  maniig^  your  affuin^ 

wc  principles  you  did  not  like :  but  the  eicdnHion  of  Di»- 

Cen  could  be  looked  upon  as  no  ptuiiaUnieiit/' 

L  scetns  10  me,  Sir,  tluit  the  poncr  of  Httiing  here,  or  of 

ng  for  mombcre,  ift  jiii^t  a*  much  o  nntutnl  rigbi,  aa  that 

irliich  my  right  honourable  fncnd  contoiuU.     PractictiUy 

uwv  thai,  hy  an  arbitrary  distinction,  persons  wbo  have 

dljree  hundred  pounds  it  year,  are  tiol  allowed  to  re|>rc-- 

neir  fellow-sohjectx,  and  that  a  qualification  of  an  inffl- 

kind  is  also  requit^  from  the  electors.     If  the  doctrine 

aura)  right  be  correct,  wby  are  not  Individuah  with  two 

hcd  pounds  a  year  allowed  to  sit  m  lliv  Hcuie  of  Com* 

I,  or  why  have  not  all  the  tnlutbttants  of  (lie  kingdom  a 

;,  to  send  them  to  it  ?     The  fact  is  the  rigbt,  such  as  ic 

bsHcrilicM  to  State  conitideraiions,     I  know  that  the 

p)  of  exclusion  in  the  cas^c  of  the  Koiiian  Catbolica  is 

^t,  and  I  do  not  sav  lh»t  it  i^s  more  mortifying  because 

W  personal  exclusion;  but  I  ^ay^  tbaC  the  violation  of 

ps  the  Slime. 

to«,  Sir,  I  think  1  liave  shown  why^  on  the  groundA  of 

tity  and  analogy,  i  difler  from  my  fight  honourable 

Bnied  friciiih     If  I  could  ^ee  any  liolation  of  natur^ 

|and  that  nny  ncc^lies^  Ktigma  wa.^  iri6lctccl  by  the  cx^ 

I  should  be  compelled  to  admits  ttiat  it  was  n  griev- 

a  much  more  onerous  nature.     ISut  1  contend,  Sir, 

!  State  im»  a  right  to  exclude  on  any  npprehen&ion  of 
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dan^r,  and  that  not  immmentor  immediate,  the  onus  prO' 
bandi  of  which  my  right  honourable  friend  would  unftrHT 
cast  upon  the  opponents  of  the  dauins.  My  nght  honour 
able  friend  »ftys,  he  would  not  convert  the  plidosophy  of 
hJAtory  into  a  miaerahle  almanack,  or  represent  experience 
fts  a  swindler,  passing  base  money  upon  tnntikind.  J  ajfree 
with  him;  and  I  would  look  back  to  history  for  the  inAtruo- 
tive  lesson  it  affords ;  and  1  would  consult  experience  iipon 
the  abuses  cf  power  in  all  ages.  If  we  were  to  follow  the 
advice  of  the  honouiahle  baronet,  we  should  ndtlier  take  a 
retrospect  of  the  past,  nor  a  prospect  of  the  future.  Ha  ■ 
wou!il  neither  be  guided  by  events  that  have  already  oc- 
curred, nor  look  to  the  remolei  con3ec[iieni^es  of  granting 
what  U  required.  This  is  certainly  a  very  convetiient  way 
ef  ai'guing  the  <]ue5t]onr  but^  for  one.  1  beg  to  protef»t  against 
the  conclusiveness  of  any  such  ar^umentH.  J  thinks  Sir,  thai 
Me  are  bound  to  consider  what  further  measures  may  grow 
cut  of  that  which  is  now  proposed.  I  at^k,  Sir^  where  i»  the 
overruling  necessity  for  admitting  these  claims  f  For  ihouj^li 
Mr*  Burke  observes,  that  "  it  is  a  question  of  moral  and 
virtuous  discretion,  whether,  possessing  a  right  you  will  ex-  U 
erciae  it,"  I  contend  that  we  possess  the  nght — ^tbal  we  ™ 
ought  to  possess  it,  and  that  a  sound  discretion  requires 
that  we  should  exercise  it. 

With  regard,  Sir,  to  the  grounds  on  which  1  oppose  myaeli 
to  the  denmnd  now  made,  I  have  heard  scvcnd  imput«d| 
njion  which  1  i]o  not  mean  at  all  to  rely.  First,  I  do  not 
consider  that  wc  arc  obliged  to  tak^  into  view,  laws  passed 
at  art  earlier  period  of  our  history,  unless  they  are  solemn 
national  com [>acts — the  foundation  and  settletnent  of  impoV' 
tant  systems  of  government;  but  I  cannot  but  bear  in  mind, 
that  laws  were  pa.ssed  ttiree  hundred,  and  one  hundred  ftnd 
fifty  years  ago^  guarding  against  what  were  then  looked 
upOD  as  dangers.  I  am  bound,  on  the  other  hand,  to  admit, 
that  the  time  is  come,  when  we  ouf^ht  to  consider  whether 
there  €xi»ta  a  necessity  for  maintaining  tlicm.  1  allow  that 
txclu^n  from  oDicc  is  of  itself  an  evil ;  I  regret  it,  and  I  can 
only  juatify  it  as  a  defence  against  a  greater  evil ;  but,  ^ir, 


s 
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^^^Pft  grounds  I  am  against  the  inolioa  of  tbe  Jioiu^ur* 
>1e'bftronet. 

iSiTj  tilt?  real  question  for  the  House  now  to  dclfrminc  is^ 

tiethcr  thcrv  iirc  sufHciont  rontons  tor  iviainin^  in  tlicir 

]e«ent  force  the  c^cisling  laws  aj^ainst  the  Komaii  Catboltcat 

icL  having  stated  to  the  llr>u^  why  I  cunimt  admit  tbe 

4ioiinibte  baronet's  |>r<>[>oi^itiori,  oitlier  on  the  ground  of  llie 

My  of  Liinerick,  or  of  the  abitr^ct  rights  1  come  now  to 

^  coiL»ideration«  of  prudence  and  policy,  by  vbich  I  have 

en  led  to  A  similar  conclu!iioii<    Tbe  honourable  baronet 

U  us»  diat  he  baa  never  beard  wb^t  (be  danger  is ;  and  he 

}$  npOR  tbe  opponents  of  his  mutton  to  point  it  omv 

Before  1  answer  this  caJI,  I  wi«h  to  inquirt^  of  the  bonour- 

e  baronet,  tvhnt  ia  the  object  of  his  pie^nt  proposition? 

teaume  tbut  tbe  object  ik,  to  roinmuniciite  power  to  thoMt 

0  are  at  present  cxchLded  Irom  ii — to  devolve  upon  ilicm 

4r  share  in  tbe  framing,  Administering,  and  executing  of 

laws.     Docfl  the  honourable  baronet  menu  to  giro  a  more 

ren  capacity,  never  beieafter  to  be  available^    lleeaa 

f  claim  upon  this  ground ;  as  there  is  no  danger,  ho  there 

;ht  to  be  i>o  disability — no  distinction  between  tbe  privh- 

■8  of  any  of  the  subjects  of  tbe  realm,  but  allou^fbt  to  be 

lUy  eligible*     If  tbe  two  Houses  of  Parliament  mean  to 

I  u  measure  of  this  kiad,  surely  thore  can  be  nothing  more 

dr  tlian  to  tliroir  ibeodinm  of  refusal  of  oflice  elsewhere, 

to  create  an  unjust  impression  agnimt  the  bigheftC  po 

Lge  in  the  realm.     Parliament  ougbt  not  to  give  the 

oanta  a  ticket  of  admission,  and  when  it  is  pi^sented  at 

ioor  of  the  constitution,  tni^t  to  the  Crown  to  shut  tJtat 

.  the  face  of  the  p^rty  claiming  a  right  to  be  allowed  tv 


He  then  to  what,  in  fact,  Sir,  is  the  main  point,  and 

Lbas  reference  to  the  circumstances  of  Ireland;  aad  1 

whether  the  power  sought  can  safely  be  granted ; 

ther>  if  granted,  it  will  conduce  to  tranquillity  I     I 

rn,  that  if  1  were  perfectly  satistied  that  concession 

A  lead  to  tbe  restorarion  of  poacc  and  harmony ;  if  1 

tilt  it  would  put  an  end  to  animosities,  the  existence  of 


94 


S?£tCl]  Of  T1II% 


whicli  all  tAment,  I,  for  one,  ^ouid  not  oppose  tbd 
en  a  tncrc  tbeoiy  of  the  constitution,  when  consent  would  9^ 
cure  such  immense  practical  advantages.  But,  Sir,  because 
1  doubt  ubetlier  tbe  removal  of  disabilities  on  the  coDdition 
proposed,  will  promote  tranquillity  iu  Ireknd,  or  lessen  reli- 
^oiis  animositiefi;  an4  Iwcause  I  think  you  cannot  safely  r*» 
move  the  diEabilitica,  I  am  disposed  to  continue  the  escluston. 

Now,  Sir,  let  me  ask,  are  these  civil  disabilities  the  causa, 
of  the  diiorders  which  have  so  long  prevailed  in  Ireland^  if 
you  trace  back  tlie^^  disorders  ^»  \)iT  as  actual  commotion  is 
concerned,  you  will  find  thai  they  have  no  such  origin.  Ho* 
happens  it,  otherwiscr  that  the  partial  removal  of  <Iij;&bilitic« 
has  not  been  attended  with  any  hcneiicial  eftect  ?  How  hap- 
pens it.  otherwise^  that,  in  the  Province  of  Ulster,  where  tliej 
number  of  Protestants  otitbalaitcc  tbe  Roman  CatholicSr 
the  Insurrection  Act  has  not  been  in  a  single  instance  en- 
forced ?  In  179^,  the  Koman  Catholics  came  forward,  and 
asked  to  be  rendered  capable  of  holding  the  oflke  of  mapij- 
trates,  and  of  enjoying  the  elective  lianchiBe,  They  wanted, 
they  said,  nothing  more  and  tho^  persons  grossly  maligned 
them^  vho  Hjtid  thai  their  wishes  went  further.  Tbe  elective 
IVanchise  was  conce(lc<l  even  more  fully  than  thoy  re<{uested 
it;  and  ifoman  Catliolics  were  permitted  to  serve  as  well  on 
grand,  as  on  petty  juries.  Since  tliese  concewHionSf  has  theiT 
been  any  diniimilTon  of  party  feeliog,  and  factious  nm]no«> 
ties?  Do  the  Protectants  and  Roman  Catholics  live 
better  terms  than  before?     I  think  not 

But,  Sir,  the  answer  of  ihe  stipportevs  of  tills  ppopi 
will  be  "  while  you  retain  anything,  while  you  rdbse  to  put 
both  parties  upon  an  entire  etjuality,  tbe  evil  will  contuiuc;  M 
but,  as  soon  as  tbey  are  equal,  it  will  cense."  Admitting  ihi*, 
for  (he  sake  of  argument,  for  a  moment,  will  the  concession 
now  claimed  put  them  on  an  entire  eqtiality?  What  isi 
damied  is  a  mere  capacity  or  eligibility  10  ofl&oe,  and  after 
you  have  granted  that,  will  yoct  be  able  to  concede  what  die 
Roman  Catholics  would  conaider  a  jiutC  diRtribulion  of  nflkfit 
^Voald  not  tbe  disimction  ihm  necessarily  drawn,  be  in- 
finitely more  galling  imil  monifybg,  since  ie  would  be  wc- 
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cvd  to  a  mere  pergonal  exclusion?  When  vmbuIm  oe- 
rred,  if  a  Protestanc  were  |iTeferrci1  to  a  Romnn  Catholic 
iild  It  no!  coii^tjuiily  cxpuwe  lJit<  government  to  jeatouay 
I  reproach  ? 

/Mtbout  reviving  painrul  recoltecttoits  of  past  rcbcllionsi 
us  oomider,  Sir,  hiier  tlie  removal  of  the  tlinabilitio^,  tho 
y  aiioinuliius  Hitiiation  of  Ireland.     Ii  up|M;jirs  io  Dtc.  that 
Be  pOT»om  Always  net  unfairlyr  wlio  connect  thcso  disabi- 
*ff  with  xixc  penAl  Jawtja^inst  the  Roman  CflthcUcii.    No 
i-holds  in  greatffr  detestation  ihan  I  do  thoHc  |iennl  Uws; 
Hioc  mean  to  inquire  vhetlier  they  were  nccessury  by 
Tw  ToMlbti^jn;  hut,  a--*  I  Iw'foro  stated,  1  drawn  clear 
nction  hctn^cen  disability  AtM)  pnnishircnt,     but,  look  al 
anomalous  state  of  Ireland  in  respect  to  property.     Tlie 
leetive  numljern  of  ihe  Roman  Cathcilfcc*  and  th«  Pro- 
mts nmy  be  4,*.>IW.OOO  to  l,8iH*,lX)0j  but  I  do  not  oror- 
■t  when  1  Kay,  tliat,  notwithstanding  this  disproportion, 
property  in  xUv  hnnds  of  the  Protestants  is  as  twenty  to 
some  have  aswrted  that  it  is  fifty  to  one;  but  1  do  not 
k  it  near  thnt  amount. 

Iter  etpiul  capacity  of  offiee,  shall  have  been  given  to 
tic  religion  of  the  minority  i$  to  remain  the  religion  of 
tato.  I  am  told,  Sir,  that  it  is  perfeetly  safe  fn  Ireland 
nit  the  professors  of  all  nrlt^fionn  to  the  cnjoymeiii  o'' 
He  privileges;  iin<l  after  this  has  been  accomplbhed> 
lestam  Church  h  still  to  be  retained.  I  know  several 
table  members,  and  among  them  the  member  for  Mon- 
[Mr.  Hume)»  who  contend,  that  it  i»  iEn(K»»»ib]e.  On 
nt  be  agrees  with  mo;  for,  over  and  over  agnfn,  ho  has 
I,  that  it  is  a  mere  mockery  to  suppo^  that  the  Kcman 
lea  will  be  satisfied  with  a  PrcMestant  Church  Esta- 
^ef^u  They  will  cotmantiy  eiKleavour  lo  recover  the 
9  they  have  loM,  by  overturning  a  system  which  they 
fitli  other  tjyes  than  our.i. 

W  not  necesaary  for  rou  to  «jiy,  Sir,  titat  I  woiihl  diahe- 

^  Roman  Catholic  on  hts  oath.     God  forbid :  f  da  not 

|l  on  iho  contrary,  1  will  put  him  or  the  samt^  footing 

Proic^taiu,  and  admit  that,  hi  all  tho  relatJona  of 
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privatr  life,  he  is  as  valuable  a  member  of  society-  Bat, 
fluppoMn^  bim  Inie  ta  his  own  principles,  and  to  posficss  the 
onlinary  feelings  of  man,  ho  cannot  look  with  a  friendly  ejc 
upon  those  ev«iit«  nliicU  ue  are  accustotned  to  reveretioe^ 
4nd  upoii  tbtit  system  of  religion  wliich  has  growQ  out  of 
ihem.  Can  lie  regurd  the  ilefonnation,  far  insuutce,  wi 
the  feelings  of  a  Frote^^iaiit  ? 

Sir,  iny  right  honourable  and  learned  fiiend  says 
liml  that,  at  the  Revolution,  the  danger  to  be  appreberuli 
was  from  a  Roman  Catliolie  King.  What  <iid  you  do  tbent 
Why,  you  passed  a  law,  that  the  King  of  England  aboul^ 
act  in  conformity  witli  the  law  of  Kn^^lamK  but,  Sir,  ihei 
wad  a  danger  of  another  kind  in  the  reign  of  Chariea  I 
Charles  II.  was  in  outward  appearance  a  Protestant;  ttodk 
wafl  not  until  ills  death  ihailt  was  discovered  what  Cbirles  1 
was.  My  right  honourable  fiJend  sayi^,  if  the  evih  th< 
thrcatciK'd  us  in  the  reign  of  ChaHe«  IT  are  at  an  end,  why 
not  remove  your  restrictions  in  this  cnse?  Now,  Sir,  wbal 
would  the  bill  proposed  to  be  brooght  in  do  ?  The  Houm 
Catholic  18  to  be  admitted  without  restriction  into  Parlifr* 
ment,  and  into  oHiee,  provided  the  Kin^  approves  of  hi 
He  b  to  be  jia  perfectly  free  as  we  are  o a r^jtvcs, unfettered 
any  restriction;!,  nnd  nt  liberty  to  pursue  wtiat  be  coikcema 
10  be  the  interests  of  bis  country  and  the  justice  of  hii  cauM, 
with  perfect  freedom.  You  tell  us,  that  these  lava  have  the 
eifect  to  extinguish  the  fervour  of  hearts  that  may  be 
"  pregnant  witb  celestial  fire,"  alnioi^t  etflet^ttal,  and  to  para- 
lyse the  hands  that  might  have  swayed  "  the  rod  of  empire.' 
When  this  man  comes  to  be  the  le^ider  of  a  party,  has  be  not 
a  right  to  maintain  the  religion  to  wliicb  he  belong  T  1  apeak 
not  of  the  dema^ogue^  whom  my  ri]^hl  honourable  frieod 
Hays,  he  should  like  to  see  in  this  House,  as  be  would  sooa 
iind  bis  tev«-l;  but  I  take  the  ease  of  a  man  m  nee  rely  attached 
to  hi<  rcligitjn. 

We  arc  told.  Sir,  in  thi»  very  petition,  that  the  profcoaoni 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  in  England  a5d  Irebuid  ex- 
ceed in  numbers  the  members  of  the  Estublisbed  Cburdi. 
Beit  so.    'Hiu  iadividuai,  then,  comes  into  this  HoBeaiii^ 
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iVr^h#[;k^a».tBJil.tb^  ^uence.  wbjjcb.bis  geraqnM ^phoract^i; 
gi^^^-top^i  be  ifl„placed  at  the  .head  of. ft  pwtj^^,  Ja,Jt^ 
Qrq^ it**fly,  *f though  you  ajfe ^  IBau^of. poi^erfiilabilitif^^ 
jf^-i  iQ^it^^tityou  out  r\  A^r  y^u^bavt;  cafaota^  ibjlfti 
to  beeome  Secretary  of  State,  ot  first  lard  |of  t^e  Tr^f^^iirj^ 
i^^tt'  (>i^*»T*,to^.:tair«  r^wM  and  say,  7 1  capnot,adiiij;t  jw^" 

■  pfli^,%,,tie  ftcovn  employ 9 ,Jiiift  inJts  servicpr-u*, ^I^ 
4))iiti]ati(W^d<>  you  plaoe  Mm!,,,Can  be  e^prcisi-  a  sqiv^ 
iiU#^tipi>i  JR^regard  to  those  measure*  !ffbu;h.r«|atQ  ^.'M 
flft^^f  tba.Cburcb  of  Englwd?  Jt.Appeara  to  ^,,^ 

*W0*  j^YI^^  «fe  judgm«otr«»d.tfK«eft*re,lja?i|  fy^^^j 
«l|diflgBAiimi.*ad,iMrt  trusting  jtQ  tbefown.^jFffttW ^ 
^idtpt^^ipifsion  you  have  ^vefthwn,,,  ,,■  .  ly,  .1/  .,,,» 
vriEbwv-SiW  Wn.Jpto  }>e  *oldv  th^t  I  am  iww(tii«,^,prpftf(> 
^nblO^|J|tMi^tfa,  if  I  admit  that  I  vww  Ib^  t^oeta,pjf,^v?b.,ft 
if^H^n^h  distrust?  Z  have^jight  tftJopfc^tP  tie4RflHs 
^IHhifhwh>H^po0e9iseB  over  the  minds  of  ineft;,^and,  XiAf 
H^jltWQ]^»ilb:tbe  greatest  jeaJou^y  the  re-adjw*^W  of  tjj^ 
BottWftfffttholica  tooffice.  It  is  most  Gxtiaojcdioa^.tbajt  ^^ 
ahpMl^.be-  lamrted  in  this  way  now^. seeing  tb^t^p  tp  thif 
boaC'iof'  debate,  we  hare  not  beard  one  single  word  oa.th^ 
ai^jMUiQf^tJbose  securities  wrhich  used  to  forr^  ^  ,9<^iis4? 
d«ratioi&  l^srt  of  tbe  Romaa  Catholic  profeswofia*.  ^e^th^ 
omt^nbtinsk,  to  give  ua  thoge  seourities  which  ar^,tabeF(,  by 
ftn^^fltherfitate  in  Europe?  I  believe  there  ia  not  a  st^ta 
■tkatjiidttita  their  professors,  that  does  not  keep  a  direct  coj^ 
ihaMJ»^c^-lbeir appointment-  .,■  ,  ^, 

bnlhjs  aii|^o&ed.  Sir,  that  afbet  you.  have  decided  in  favour 
jrfitfafr^nyer  of  thb  petition^  if  you  should  do  bo,  that  there 
felttbe  an  «nd  of  all  reUgious  animosity;  a^.  my  xigbt 
honourable  inend  asks,  "  are  you  afraid  of  the  Pppet  10 
Am^jia^  V*  i  an  not  a&aid  of  the  Pope-nor  of  th^  ^e- 
-tes4a4  but  I  am. afraid  of  a  powerful  internal  party  in-th^ 
«fa«uUrj>,  lof  whom  great  numbers  are  diasfttiafiedji  av  itbQy 
SMsft-te^l^itb  OUT  princq>lea  of  religion.  -    /i 

H 
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-   When  I  hearr  Sir,  that  the  niLtiira  of  the  Uomaa  Catholio 
religion  is  changed,  I  must  say,  after  a  pretty  ucuurtiU;  review 
of  whac  lias  been  pu«?;iii^  iii  IreUnd — and   I  say  it  in  do  iii»- 
frieitdly  fcpSrit — thiit  that  church  would  have  coDSulted 
own  (ligntiv  much  better, ifit  had  avoided  ^ver.d  [>uhlications 
thai  have  buely  appeared.     In  proof  of  the  little  aherittoa 
which  the  spirit  of  the  Uoniiin  Catholic  religion  appears  ;o 
have  eicperienced  ttom  lime,  DotwiihEtandiog  a)1  <1i^  asaerted 
iHun^i nation  of  the  ntneleeutU  century,  I  will  TCa<l  a  pasfagV 
from  a  little  vrork  published  by  one  Coyoei  relative  ta  tilt 
miracles  perforiued  by  Prince  Hohenlohe;   and  I  contend, 
t)mt   so  far  from  the  change  which  gentlemen  HJH^alk  o( 
having  t«ken  place,  I  believe  the  btiigb  with  winch  they 
greeted   the  mention  of  ilie  name  of  Prince  Mobenlofai 
would  have  offended  no  set  of  persons  so  giievously  as  llift' 
Roman  Catholic  priesthood  of  Irelind,     Amoiij^-it  the  eiui»» 
her  of  cures  performed  by  hi*  Highness  in  llw  city  of  Wurti- 
bun^h,  wiTs  ihnt  of  the  Princess  ftlutilda  Von  Schwarlxea- 
biirglK     She  Imd  been  lame  from  her  eighth  to  her  scven- 
lei'iith  year,  and  had  vainly  expended  on  medical  aid  80,000 
florins— but  was  cured  by  the    Prince's  intcKesaon.     Tfce 
WurUhurgh  tloctors,  who  get  the  80^000  florins^  mual  bare 
had  a  very  tine  time  of  it;  the  nam&  of  Pnnce  Hoheniolie 
cannot  be  very  popular  nmong  thctn,  at  any  rate.     But  at 
Bamberg  the  Prince's  succci^  vriis  itilt  more   miracukHja. 
Tvo  sbters  who  had  been  conlincd  with  lainenesR  for  ten 
years  were  cui'ed.    Councillor  Jacob,  a  councillor  of  stiU^ 
who  had  not  stirred  out  of  hi;;  chamber  for  some  years,  auc^ 
denly  accompanied  his  doctor  from  the  third  slory  Co  tbe 
street  door     A  beneficed  clergyman  wa^  cured  of  th^goUt 
while  passing  through  the  streets  of  BambcrfTt  without  0?en 
geitmg  out  of  his  carriage ;  and,  beades  these,  an  uphobtfltw, 
%  saddler,  and  astoncniason.  had  all  been  cperutMl  upon  by 
aimhUr  miracles.     The  saddler  coulil  now  look  afler  hb 
'w<Hrknieii,  without  stick  or  cnitch  (a  Utigh-)     Jlonourable 
«-genCk'men  may  htugb,  if  they  please,  at  so  much  credulttjr; 
'{bat  they  should  know,  that  in  no  part  of  the  world  are  the 
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iep^imkmgs  of  FHnoe  ilohiiiutobe  talked  uf  viib  tnore 

mnd  rvspect  ami  foilli  thua  in  lErljiiid< 

till  iH-xt,  Sir, ivad  au extract  Trvm  aWok  signed  J,K.  L.^ 

to  be  writtrn  by  Dr>  Doyle,  btriii^  a  comumulL-jtliuu  to 

rbole  Uouiaii  C^itbultc  cotumuiLiou  of  lrt!aiid,  of  t]i« 

ipt  of  Lieo  XIL,  tbt;  present  Popt%  iit1drt»»cd  to  tbe 

ip«,   &c.;    Gonipbuimig   of    ibc    mUcliicf    cfrcct4.-di     by 

>  Societies,  oiid  containing  tbiApiuMa^:  "  Tlie  (wwct 

Bporal  piiiices  wtllr  we  iru^t  ia  tbe  Lord,  conic  to  your 

KiRc,  wlto>;c   intt-Tr«t!t,  aif  cx]>cnciuro  »bow9,  Arc  alMayv 

imed  when  yours  iic  in  dfttigor,  for  it  never  balb  hap- 

I  that  tbe  things  vhicb  are  Cffitar's  are  gircn  unto 

r,  if  the  things  wblch  art^  God's  be  not  given ui>to  God*" 

Sir,  a  letter  of  tbis  kind,  talking  of  the  temporal  power 

ber  pzincps  comir;^  in  to  suppress   bibte  AssocUtioius 

;  Co  me  to  tiold  out  a  doclrine  as   moikGCrous  u  well 

ttnaiDtalned.    If  there  were  any  tblng  wancuig,  vfIiicU 

Ball  npf>n  me  to  express  my  deciiled  oppoiiitlon  to  tiie 

bof  ilie  Jtommi  CathoUcs,  it  woid<l  be  tbe  ftdmliMioii  of 

Lof  thtf  flort,  publtDihed  by  tbe  authority  of  the  Itotaan 

lc»in  Ireland,  cciiituinmgpassnges  of  this  description. 

belid'  19,  :Sir,  tbat,  nflcr  tbey  obtain  iboae  prirUegefl 

l^they  seek,   tliey  will  not  cease  In  their  endeavours, 

U  U\ii  strugj^ie  for  the  pr«-pmmencc  of  llu'ir  religion, 

not  my  opinion  oidy.     Tbe  sAme  Dr.  Doyle  nays, 

dUc  emancipatioti  will  not  remedy  the  evils  of  the 

^tem;  it  will  not  aUay  tlie  fer%'our  of  religious  seal/' 

1}  how  can  the  removul  of  civil  disabilities  extinguish 

^our  of  reLi;^ous  2cat;     The  bishop  goes  on  to  say, 

berpetual  dabbing  of  two  churches,  tbe  one  elevating, 

ber  falbng^  btjth  bigU-minded,  will  rot  check  the  ran- 

I  animoMties  with  \i-hic)i  dinbrcnt  sects  assail  each 

it  will  not  remove  the  suspicion  of  partiality  in  the 

pient,  it  will  not  eremite  sympathy  between  tbe  differ- 

CTS  of  ibc  state,  wbich  Ls  mainly  dependent  on   reli- 

or  produce  unUmited  confidence  between  man  and 

Emancipation  would  only  lead  a  passige  to  ulterior 

n  2 
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measures/*     What  arc    (he  "  uhcnor  measures"   to  which 
Dr.  Di>)le  olluilc-s?     1  do  not  pretcaJ  to  know  tlicir  obj«rl, 
but  fiuch  language  satisfies  nie^  tbat  if  thi;  ditfabilitica  wci? 
removed,  tJic  Romwi  Catholics  would  not  be  rotisfied — 

"  Slill  10  new  heights  ihcir  rest1fa«  wishes  aoar; 
Claim  leailH  to  claim,  ns  power  ^vances  more.'* 

I  caniiut,  Sir,  but  vxpruHs  uiy  regret  in  ilinVring  frotn  mjr 
right  honourable  and  otliei:  rri^ncts,  with  whom  I  am  accu^ 
tomed  to  act;  ami,  at  ihc  same  thue,  my  anxiety  that  penal 
\a\vs  slioiild  Ife  abolished,  together  with  oJfensive  preeeatSHOB 
anil  all  otht-r  local  cau.*^es  of  discontent  and  heAtt-^bumtng- 
I  do  ngt  deny  that  grcut  evU  may  h»\v  been  done  by  the 
policy  which  bad  been  formerly  pumucd  toifard:4  Irehtnd; 
but  tliat  is  no  reason  why  ibe  iDea^uie  which  is  uovr  urged 
«hould  be  adoptetl.  It  is  no  reitaon  why  1  should  change 
[tbeopimom  1  have  formed  upuii  a  serious  ond  firm  convic- 
ttlon^  It  IS  th(^  duty  of  public  aicn  to  act  on  ilmr  own  im- 
prt-ssioUH,  and  not  to  defer  to  auihurity,  however  high  it 
linight  b(.-,  while  they  arc  unconvinced  by  argument.  1  am 
not  convinced  by  the  arguments  1  liavcheonl;  and  I  shall 
therefore  not  defer  to  the  &utboiiiy  by  which  they  are  en- 
forced. 

Without,  Sir^  dwelling  on  the  objections  ns  to  the  time  at 

!  which  tliiH  motion  is  proposed,  or  its  present  expediency,  I 

popcidy  flimotuicc  my  i)hjeciion  to  its  principle,     I  shall^ 

therefore,  pursue  the  course  which  hidierto  I  have  uoiformly 

pcrsiF^tcd  in,  and  give  my  decided  oppoaittoti  to  tlie  mcasiue* 
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House  of  l^mmont,  3lnrc1i  Silt,  l$i7,  Smt  FrtnHti  BitrdHt 
<di  "  That  the  Hou^e  is  lit^oply  Imprestied  with  ilie  mrccKuty 
king  into  iu  immc^diaie  cciuHidcraiion  tht"  pwtvni  lUte  oC  tb? 
by  nmns  of  which  ihcir  lUjinan  ('Uthoiic  fHJowr*ciibjcctB  iut 
vd  with  civil  diaabiliticp,  vrith  a  vi«vr  li>  thtir  relief  from 
unc."  Bui,  the  debate  bring  adjourciedt  it  Venn  rcnutacA  on 
ti  0th,  fKi^T,  whi?n  Bcv^T.'kl  individimU  linvJiig  deliv^rM  t\wit 
nttiltt,  tilt'  Right  HoiwuriihTr*  Rohltut  Pkhi,  Srerrfnry  of 
for  the  Hotnc  Dtrpnrtrm^tit  and  RrproirnUtiJvc  Tot  iho 
(fiity  of  Oxford,  iiddrc"cd  ihr  House,  in  the  followitig 
ent,  arJ(umem;ltit4.^  tuaEosman-like,  and  truly  ProttfHtunt  dto 


f  I  w'crc  to  he  influenced  solely  by  conMderationsi  of 

I  interest,  1  i^lioulil  luve  very  little  doubt,  as  to  the 

L  should  pursue  on  (his  occasion— for  what  personal 

^  can  it  be  to  me^  that  a  pena!  system  should  be 

Ul?  Nothing  could  have  induced  me  after  all  that 

ted  on  this  subject,  to  present  inyaelf  to  the  notice  of 

use  now,  exccpc  an  overpowering  sense  of  public 

l^f  It.  13  mou  painful  and  nauseous,  to  be  obliged  to 

I  ingenuity  to  find  new  arguments  on  a  topic  whieh 

t  already  exhausted.     But  I  havi:  no  alternative^     1 

t  shrink,  Sir,  from  my  public  duty,  whether  I  »hall 

h  the  approhition  of  the  majority  or  not.     I   have 

tt  the  subject  %vith  all  the  care  and  attention  that 

to  its  importance;  and  I  now  feel  tnyself  bound  to 

Rafter  consideration  of  every  argument,  and  aftor 

ion  of  every  document  illustrative  of  the  queatioi*,  I 

et  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  making  any  furiJier  con- 

«nd  that  it  is  the  firm  and  unchanged  conviction  of 

that  the  disdhiltties  imposed  on  the  Roman  Catho* 


spteEcn  or  THE 

KcSr  ave  not  stich  as  ought  to  be  removecl — and  now  I  shaXi, 
with  tlic  leave  of  the  Hou^e»  procei?<l  to  »(jitv  the  drcan- 
stances  and  rfasons  on  which  I  have  grounded  that  opin^. 
1  had  hoped,  Sir,  to  have  been  iible  to  ahstain  from  any 
thing  of  a  per^^onal  nature  as  fnr  Jis  1  am  myself  concerned; 
butl  think  it  neres!iary  now  to  repeat,  what  1  slntcd  in  ISSJ^ 
that  the  Roman  Catholics  have  no  right  whatever  to  urge 
their  cl&ims  upon  the  ground  of  any  thing  contained  in  the 
treaty  of  Limerick,  The  House,  Sir,  will  nnl  fhiiik,  ealted 
on  as  1  have  been  by  the  honourable  baronet  (Btird<*lt),  tkui 
t  trespass  on  them,  if  I  renew  the  diftcusaion  3s  to  the  trr^tj 
of  Lhnerick,  in  order  to  explnin  the  scrsc  in  which  I  unfcr- 
8tand  it  I  shall  advert,  therefore,  to  those  arlicleson  wliich 
I  found  the  concluHion  I  have  jilrcady  expressed,  and  1  shall 
tiot  wish  to  escape  from  tHe  dilemma  of  the  honourable  ba- 
ronet if  I  do  not  fihow  that  there  nrc  good  grounds  for  that 
conclusion. 

Sir,  there  are  various  article!!  of  the  treaty  of  Limerick— 

the  first,  undoubteilly,  refers  to  the  condition  of  the  Roman 

Cathohc^  in  general,  ai  that  tirtie.     It  has  been  hehU  IVocn 

ilM  importance,  to  refer  to  grunting  the  Roman  Catbolici 

cerhun  privili-geK,  which   they,   therefore,   now  claims  btu 

^  which  I  daiy  that  it  ftives  to  the  Roman  Catholka  of  Ire- 

^'kfid.    There  are  nther  articles  in  the  treaty  wliich  refer  M 

'the  inhabitants  of  Limerick;  the  second  article  reCors  to  "all 

the  inhabitants  or  residents  of  Limerick,  or  any  other  gar- 

rij^on  now  in  the  po4«f  Nsion  of  the  Irinh,  and  all  officers  and 

soldiers  ntjw  in  arms  under  any  commission  of  Kin^r  Janef, 

or  those  autlioriscd  by  him  to  grant  the  i^ame  in  the  several 

counties  of  I#imerick,  Clare,  Kerry,  Cork,  and  Mayo." 

Now,  Sir,  I  contend,  that  tlie  firflt  article  of  that  treaty, 
cenfera  no  political  privikge*  whatever;  and  tboae  wbo 
aigned  that  treaty,  never  contemplated  conferring  by  it  any 
political  power  or  privileges  whaiever.  The  privileues  atip- 
posed,  were,  securing  to  the  Roman  Cntliolics  the  free  ex- 
ercise of  their  religion,  the  preservalion  of  them  from  any 
n^oUfltatton  on  account  of  their  religion,  and  that  tliey  shoiUd 
not  snfl%r  any  disturbance  on  thU  aecounli  nor  be  visited  by 
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m^  species  of  punishment.  But,  I  must  cont^iidi  tbat  tb^ 
concessions  to  them  of  poUljcal  power  wag  never  contemr 
plated  by  the  persona  who  drew  up  tbose  provUioijs, — th^t 
the  indulgencea  promised  were  never  me^nt  to  extend  to  the 
enjoyment  of  political  power ;  they  were  merely  limited  tq 
such  «n  undisturbed  exercise  of  their  religion,  as  they  en- 
joyed in,  the  time  of  King  Charles  the  Second- 

I  beg  leave,  Bir,  to  call  the  titention  of  the  House  to  the 
so  much  disputed  construction  of  the  verbal  terms,  in  which 
that  privilege  was  expressed.  It  has  been  argued,  I  know, 
that  this  article  does  not  refer  to  the  free  enjoyment  by  tha 
Roman  CatboUcs,  of  their  religion  u^idisturbedj  but  rbat  It 
confers  on  them,  is  the  enjoyment  of  political  priTilegea>  and 
the  eligibility  to  political  power,  Butj  Sir,  I  shall  show  the 
contrary,  &om  the  meaning  assigned  to  similar  terms — in- 
deed, to  the  very  identical  terms,  by  the  contemporary  hisr 
toriansoftbe  time — for  instance,  Lord  Claremdoi^,  by  whom 
they  are  always  held  to  mean  the  undisturbed, ^unmolested 
exercise  of  religion,  or,  in  the  sense  expressive  of  toleration 
ak>ne,  and  independently  'c>f  any  imphcatioo  of  political 
powen 

What,  Sir,  was  King  Willum^s  construction  of  those 
terms  ?  In  his  answer  to  the  letter  addressed  to  him  by  the 
aecretary  of  James,  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Holland,  he  says,  that  he  is  willing  to  allow  to  the  Romas 
.Catholics  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion,  buft  refuses  to 
grant  (bem  any  poUtical  privileges,  or  to  allow  them  to  h^ve 
seats  in  Parliament, — evidently  showing,  that  his  Majesty 
understood  by  privileges,  Tioi  poUtical  potcer,  but  the  exer^ 
cise  of  their  religion.  His  Majesty  expressed  that  determi- 
Batiou  in  the  very  language  which  he  used  with  regard  to 
the  vtides  of  the  treaty.  He  said, "  their  Highnesses  thinly 
that  more  should  not  be  askedj  and  tbat  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics should  content  themselves  by  enjoying  prosperity, 
and,  being  secured  in  their  persons  and  estates,  and  in  the 
free  enjoyment  of  their  religion,"  He  said, "  tliat  they  were 
not  to  expect  to  be  admitted  to  Parliamentj  nor  into  office 
bat  U>  have  thje  free  exercise  of  their  religion,"     He  a^ys, 


Mi 


SPEECH  OP  THE 


firat,  *'  chat  the  Reman  Catholics  ought  to  be  satisfied  with 

J  Vfhnt  they  possessed,  and  not  to  be  discoDlented  on  uccouoc 

[of  not  being  allowed  to  Mt  in  Parliament,  IxrcauT^c  ihc  law 

'  did  not  allow  them,  and  because,  if  they  wcnr  tc  sit  in  Par* 

liaTnciic,    they  would  be  enabled  to  overturn    the   Plrrb^H 

tnent,"    He  goes  on  to  say,  ''  thai,  professitig  the  Chriirtiidl^ 

dispensation,  they  would   not,  therefore,  on  ibis  account^ 

judge  it  Lawful  to  duturb  the  quiet  of  the  realm-" — (Hetr, 

hear!) 

These  were  King  William's  sentiments,  8ir»  and 
plainly  held  that  the  Roman  Catholics  should  be  excluded 
from  Parliament,  and  that  the  privileges  which  he  intended 
to  confer,  and  which  he  conferreil  on  Iht?  Koinati  Cattiolic^ 
by  assenting  to  the  treaty^  were  only  the  freeund  undisturbed 
exercise  of  their  religion*  This  view  is  confirmed  by  the 
debates  which  ensued  in  Parliament,  where  the  matter 
was  gravely  discitssed ;  and  the  legislature  al»o  held,  that 
the  treaty  conferred  only  the  frre  exercise  of  their  religioi^ 
and  not  political  power. 

I  beg  the  House  to  remark,  Sir,  that  the  treaty  of  Limerick 
was  signed  on  October  od,  1691,  and  on  October  iJ^cl,  161*1, 
an  act  passed  concerning  the  ilomaii  Catholics,  which  ccd^h 
firmed  to  them  the  enjoyment  of  their  religion  as  in  the  tnfl^l 
of  King  Charles,  biLt  excluded  them  from  pohtical  power. 
On  the  22d  of  October,  the  Psriinment  met.  only  a  few  dvfS 
after  the  signing  of  the  treaty,  and  then  an  act  was  paMed^ 
applying  the  sameoaths  of  Allegiance  and  Homage  inlrelandt 
as  in  England.     There  was  no  qnestion  Ln  passing  tbb' act 
of  the  rights  of  the  KonianCathohesj  which  were  now  chumed 
forthem  underthc  treaty  of  Limerick.    The  act  woa  brouglit 
in  by  the  parties  to  that  treaty,  and  no  (jucstion  was  ever 
made  a*  to  their  right  to  ImpoKc  those  oaths.     The  act  «"M^ 
freiguently  discussed— a  conference  t^olc  place  between  tb^| 
Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons — no  stipulations  were  then 
made  in  Parliament— and  no  att^^mpt  ^as  made  by  those  who 
were  parties  to  that  treaty,  to  confer  political  pover,  or  p<^ 
ticftl  offices,  on  the  Roman  Catholics. 
For  upwards  of  one  bundn^d  yean^  Sir,  thUad  has 


tcc^umI  o1>e^e(l  without  exciting  an^rctt>on.stmnces;  atul 

,   1   would   jwkt  were  the  principal  partiu  to  that  net? 

1  ttui  ilefeiiilin]^  thv  Wlii^s  of  timt  day^     Ac  thut  very 

.  Lonl  S<mi^rs  was  Stvlicitor  General,  Treby  wam  AtCor- 

0<MK,'Tnt,   urd   l,<ord  Godolpliiit   was  Lord  Trcaxurvri 

,  bad  Kifif^  WiUtAui  and  his  Whig  counwUt>n»  done  m) 

a  iJtiijg  itH  waa  implied,  ui  pii:i»ing  »uch  nii  act  in  de* 

e  of  tlw  stipulntions  of  the  trcnty,  could  Any  Uiing  hare 

tnorc  dishonest?     Is  it  to  be  believed,  Sir,  thaC  King 

am  caniL'  down  to  the  k^alature  to  |>ms  such  nn  act  in 

Iboe  of  hiB  own  treaty,   and   that   Loxds  Gudolphiu 

lonicrK  fin|tii«*9ct-d  T     I  put  it  to  the  htiiii>uriihlv  baroiirt, 

v  had  done  so,  tindcrstanding  the  tre<ity  m  he  inidcr- 

pll,  if  fiver  a  more  groa»  vloJatioii  ofa  treaty  was  mHicted 

«  of  tht?  pnrtii^H  t 

er  this  wet  had  pASMd,  Sir,  on  February  24\  IG98,  King 
I  ratified  the  articles  of  the  treaty ;  and,  in  that  rnti- 
,  he  »pc-Akr(L  of  confirmin*^  lo  ihc  city  of  Limenok,  to 
Bt  snti&taction  of  ihe  inbabitaifts,'  all  their  righia  and 
And  this  took  place  oti  the  24th  of  Februury, 
nth  after  he  hail  ^ivcn  his  consent  to  an  act  of  l*ar- 
%  which  excluded  ihc  Koman  Catholics  from  posLjtoif^ 
its  in  Parliament.  Had  he  understood  the  tre^tty  tn 
■se  attributes!  to  it  by  the  honourable  baronet,  oouhl 
le  added  this  solemn  mockery  to  hift  violation  of  a  po- 
Igreetnent?  This  vas  the  interpreution  of  the  treaty 
PWhig»  of  that  period ;  and  what  says  the  Whig  his- 
t  BUhop  Bomet  nay*— "  And  thttii  ended  the  war  of 
|:  and  with  that  our  civil  war  cnme  to  a  final  end. 
ktides  of  capitulation  were  punctually  executed,  and 
loubtx  that  iirof^  out  of  some  ainbiguoufl  word*,  were 
led  in  &vour  of  the  Irifih." 

Vtf  then,  Sir,  my  raeaniiig  of  tlie  first  article  of  the 
dC  Linenck  from  (he  intrrprt^fatutn  put  on  it  by  King 
ti  Ul.*^l  take  it  from  the  inlerpretitiofi  put  on  it  by 
[ugs  of  that  time— and  I  take  it  from  the  Whig  bisto- 
nd  by  them  all  it  a  held  to  mean,  no/  ptAiitcni ftt^wrr 
H^ett  iNit  freedom  if  religioits  wortAip,    On  tluH 
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ground*  theni — on  tlie«o  aulUarlties — on  W'big  «utliurtuu«t 
too — 1  f^el  mjneir  bound  to  diiJseDt  Iroui  the  iiMCTCioim  Q^H 
the  honounvblc  l>aro:iet  who  opened  tbU  quest  ion,  ub  lo  tli^^ 
conclusions  attempted  to  be  drawn  froiu  the  tni|>(itrd  viola* 
tioQ  or  the  treaty  of  Lhn^iick  -,  and  I  am  1^ntlt1cd  to  withhold 
my  ais!>&nt  *o  the  resoluliou  j^ro^^twcd  by  thi^  honourabUs  fan^ 
raiiet,  jia  far  as  he-  clmincd  lh<it  ubM^nl  on  the  ^lutiiid  tluit 
the  treuty  of  Limerick  conferred  that  pi^litical  power  on  the 
ItouiJUt  Cutliolies,  it  in  [he  object  ^f  liis  resolution  to  confer, 
As  far,  8trj  as  my  a^seut  10  hia  rebolutloii  ha^  been  claimed 
on  this  ground^  I  think  i  have  iitduhicsbly  shovri,  cimt  ibc 
treaty  of  Limerick  docs  not  ju§tify  the  conclusion  which  \aa 
heen  drawn  from  it,  by  the  advocates  of  the  Koman  Ca- 
tholics. 

I  come  now.  Sir,  to  consider  the  <]uestion  on  it;>  own  m©^ 
rits-  And  I  must  confess,  that  auy  flpprcht^nsioua  1  befor^^ 
enteriaiued,  from  admitting  Roman  Catholics  into  th«  pi]d^| 
fies&ion  of  political  power — any  nuwilUiigW!*!!  I  Ik  fore  Ml 
to  lifiien  to  their  claims— any  nlieged  indisposiUon  on  my 
part  to  Assent  to  the  honourable  baronet*^  propotitMm*— 1 
can  nssure  liitn,  that  tliat  apprehension,  thrit  unwiliin;^i<4, 
that  indisposition,  have  not  beon  diiuinibhed  by  the  quality 

^«f  tlie  language,  and  reasoning,  in  which  this  resolution  has 
been  proposed  to  the  Houkc.  and  the  mariner  in  nhich  my 
a^ent  haa  beai  asked.  On  the  contrary,  ^ir,  1  do  say,  that 
the  manner  in  which  the  honourable  baronet  introduced  tbe 
ect  to  tbe  House,  has  aggravated  my  apprehenaloiikS. 
['he  honourable  baronet,  in  claiming  our  a&^nt  to  this  rc«o- 
m,  assertcdi  that  he  daw  no  dfiterence  in  principle,  be- 
tween our  present  exclusion  of  the  Roman  Lalliolica  Irom 
power,  mid  burning  a  man  at  the  ^take !     And  my  right  bo* 

'nourable  friend,  the  Attorney  General  for  irclaad,  (Plun- 
ketc)  appealed  to  the  House,  as  Knglish  gentlemen,  ii'  d^| 

.people  of  Eiighmd  ^vTv.,  hke  Ciie  Roman  Ouholica  of  Ir^^ 

■Jandr  excluded  from  pohtical  power,  if  tbey  would  not  rUe 
in  «nna  for  tbe  recovery  of  their  rights  and  if  Uiey  would 

J-fKit  think  the!aBeive-a_/tf*/*/StVt/ in  riftingmiraia — (hear)— aye, 
(/fed  in  tiic  act  of  rising  in  amu  agaimt  the  Ibvak  i 


JEIOHT  SO».  ROBE&X  PEEL. 


Mr 


Ij  did  ttoC,  irthcy  would  not  think  thctn»clvcB  uDWortby  vf 
I  nunc  of  Englhbuncn  1 

\ndt  tiir,  ibotKT  gcnlluaien  wlKk  a<lvaoc6  tliesc  doctrinea, 

icbinbovc  nU,  excite  cny  appiyihcniiionat  1^0  it,  while  tboj 

^nouiicc  tbc  cxallcHl  n^tnics,  an<L  profci^  to  act  on  tbe  pnu-< 

Icttof  Mr-PiTTAikU  Mr.BuKKF,  wUovrould  bavc  bv4:iJ  the 

t  to  oppoMs  9iic\i  luonatroiid,  ftucb  Aboinin«b|c  doctrimc^--* 

eera)p     It  i»  at  tbii  mQincnt,  vbcn  the  vcb|tioua  ftvudum 

jy«d  ta  Uoglaiitl  Is  j^rcatcr  th«n  bi  «ny  otber  purt  of  tlic 

Id^-^bmr) — thsit    tbe    honour nblc   Uirciuvt    |iut3    fi>rlti 

IB  icntimcnut— irlivi:    tlio  King*   Attorney  Gcucral  for 

and  ap[ieaU  to  tbc  fMis^ions  of  the  people — wbvii  aucU 

trincitf  are  LioJtcbtd  hy  4111  b^tiiourAble  gL'tiLlciitnn  Ttobl- 

oflicc  in  Ireland,  1  am   not  surprised  nt  ihc  ciUAtt-iice 

^it4ition  and   di»contoiit,  in  tlic  aflaini   i>f  :i  country  in 

;h  b€  prcaiiieh. — (Loud  cbcers.) 

on,  Sir,  a»  to  tlie  utie  made  by  ibe  honourubLu  baronet 
be  autboriiy  of  Mr.  Piti  and  Mn  Buikv,  I  ask  ibat 
>UTabic  mcinbcr,  if  be  ever  read  tbe  spevebes  of  Mr> 
and  Mr,  llurke  in  1790,  when  Mr.  Fox  brought  in  biif 
fcr  the  rtrpeal  of  ilie  T«tit  Act,  or  docs  he  kn<»w  tb&t 
Idiose  iilustrieuf)  stato^meQ  vitUbcld  cheb'  support  from 
■iBiqited  repeal?  Mr.  Burke  vindicated  hb  conduct 
nnt  oecfupicii  t»n  the  ground  of  objections  to  the  prin- 
B  of  Dr.  I'ricslley  tnd  other  Dissenters.  Mr.  Pitt  also 
dialed  tbetr  doctrines  in  still  stran^r  termG,  and  op- 
J  tile  bill  by  all  the  means  in  bu  powei\  And  when, 
Ister  pcTi<jdr  Mr.  Pitt  advocated  the  IComaii  Catliolic 
he  supported  them  on  very  dillerent  ground*  to 
^1  ^ated  by  tbe  honourable  bfiroiiet  and  the  right 
Tabic  tbe  Attorney  General  tor  Irelaud;  nay,  1  con* 
»r  il, — Mr.  Pitt  re»l«d  \m  support  of  tbe  ineayure  on 
ds  dlflfcii^nt  from  any  other  tliat  have  been  ever  laid 
^in  this  Hou«e. 

^— What  wa£  tbe  language  used  by  Mr.  Pitt,  iit  1805, 

pie  had  come  to  that  conclusian  in  favour  of  the  Ko- 

fttbohcs  on  which  80  itmcb  stresa  was  now  ludf — a 
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conclusion,  I  must  think,  comt  to  unfortunately,— as  cxcititi 
in  the  Roman  Catholics  hopes  that  vrere  Kahle  (o  dUappoinC 
mem, — but  founded  oii  very  difl^rcnC  grounds  from  Ll)o»e  on 
which  it  is  now  proposed  to  admit  the  Roman  CathtilicM  in* 
to  political  power.    But,  what  were  the  words  cf  Mr.  Pitt  on 
that  occasion  ?     These:  •' That  U  Che  ground  (expediency) 
upon  which  1  feel  the  measure  ought  alone  to  be  dlscu4»ed; 
for  I  cannot  allow  that  at  any  time,  under  uny  drcumstAnceS, 
or  iLnder  any  possible  situation  of  aftairs,  it  ought  to  be  dia- 
€usitcd  or  entertained  as  a  claim  or  question  of  li^ht."     Mr, 
Pitt  went  on  to  say :  "  1,  Sir,  have  never  been  one  of  tfaoce 
who  have  ever  held  that  the  term  '  emancipation'  ie,  in  tho 
smallest  degree,  applicable  lo  the  repeal  of  the  few  remain-^ 
ing  penal  atatuCes  to  which  the  Roman  CathohcH  are  Kt 
liable/'     So  that  he  not  only  took  a  very  difFcrent  view 
the  grounds  on  which  he  wouhl  proceed,  but  he  discards 
the  name  adopted  by  those  who  now  quote  hiin  as  an  jiti- 
thority,       Mr.  Pitt  nlao  said:    "  I  do  not  mean  wilfully  to 
shut  my  eyes  to  this  conviction,  that  a  Roman  Catholic,  how^^^y 
ever  honourable  his  intentions  may  he,  munt  feci  anxious  V<^^| 
advance  the  interests  of  hia  religionj— it  \s  in  the  very  nature 
of  man;  be  may  disclnim  and  renounce  this  wi^h  for  a  time* 
but  there  is  no  man,  who  is  at  all  acquainted  with  the  op^ 
rations  of  the  human  heart,  wlio  does  not  know  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  must  feel  that  anxiety  whcziefcrthe  power^M 
and  the  opportunity  may  be  favourable  to  him.*'     **  WitM^^ 
regard/'  Mr*  Fitt  satd,  "  to  the  admission  of  iUimun  Csthc^ 
lies  to  franchises,  to  the  elective  t^anchise,  or  to  any  of  tho»e 
posts  and  oflicen  which  have  been  alluded  to,  1  view  all  tliefc, 
points  as  dii^tinccions  to  be  given,  not  for  the  sake  of  the  per 
son  and  the  individual  who  is  to  possess  them,  but  /or  > 
Jtakf  of  the  ptibUc^  for  whose  benefit  they  were  crcalod,  aa 
for  who9€  adrantage  they  are  to  be  exerched.     In  all  timeff, 
therefore,  Sir,   and   upon  every  occasion,  (continued  Mr, 
Pitt,)  viiether  relating  to  the  Roman  Catbotic  or  Protestant^ 
Dissenter,  to   the  people  of  Ireland^  or  to  the  people  o^H 
England,  1  have  always,  from  a  due  regard  to  the  Constitu*  ^ 
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tt  be«ii  of  opinion,  that  uv  are  £<nwju/  '0  cvmider^  not 
'riy  v/ittt  U  aicsired  Ip  a  ftitrt,  bui  wltat  U  he»i  and  most 
QfUag^tfU^Jbr  the  w^4>ir" 

7hb, — {coiitinuctl  the  nghl  lionournbtc  Sccrclary,)— ihia, 

is  the  pnndptc  ot\  wh'icli  1  tuppurt  die  vxcIuaioq  of  U)« 

BMi  CathoUcb  (cta>erir]g)-     I  uuul<l  not  mnVc  the  Rumaa 

lUic  fmtli.  or  the  religiuu^  optittuiis  uf  aij)  tiiuti,  «  grvund 

aclu>ion  nguimt  hiin  merely  on  didr  uccouiit;  but,  Sir, 

a  Ixiiiiid  to  consider,  not  onl^'  ulial  they  may  auTer  atul 

t  ihcy  may  de^sire,  but  whai  wlU  he  ^ooU  for  the  whol«. 

II  not  Aay  I  look  on  their  exdudion  its  ito  evit:  No;  I 

b  it  ■»  one,  «iul  nucb  an  evil  il»  I  mu»C  »ii]ccrdy  wish  wo 

il  remove',  constjstcntly  Viith  the  safety  of  the  Stale.    i3ut 

-oiDQval  of  it  U  a  quettiuii  of  degree, — a  question  of  prin* 

>  auti  of  «*x[>ediejicy,  as  to  tbne  and  mode.     Sir,  I  con- 

'  UuN  qiie^lion  as  yet  open  I0  difcus^ton,  tiotvitlisiandlng 

IvAorittcs  qiioied  in  its  favour.     And  mucb  as  I  respect 

bcnour   Mr.  Pin,  my  eetcetn  for  bis  judgment  cannot 

er  my  own  consctemioiis  convicdon;  and  1  miwt  «ay, 

ling  as  1  do  some  danger  to  tbe  Constitution,  from  the 

BSJon  of  iht'  RoniEin  C^Chotici;  to  pohtkal  power,  that  I- 

id&fFcr  from  the  opinion  of  the  statesman  whom  1  have 

id-"-Mr-  Pitt  preferred  secarities  to  exdusion,  while  I 

r  exclusion  to  securities  (loud  cheering). 

Sir,  as  to  the  alhisiun  made  to  the  influence  of  cla* 
aut  of  dooras  I  never  resisted  xlie  <pieslion  on  any 
,  Uke  popular  cbmour.    Whatever  clamour  may  exist, 
bad  no  influence  on  me,  and  it  ought  not  to  have  any 
\t  over  the  decisions  of  the  House.      And,  Sir,  if  I 
II  Dny  »uch  cluinour  iigaiuNt  ic  unfounded  in  reason,  1 
li<^  House  would  not  sulfer  it«e}f  to  be  overruled  by 
llblic  expression  of  prejudices — if  any  such  prejudiees 
tbe  public  mind;  nnd  though  I  think  the  circum' 
of  satisfying  the  people  of  Ent^lund  an  important  e!e- 
in  tlio  adjustment  of  the  measure,  yet,  if  1  thought 
^ftsare  of  concession  rif^ht  and  just  in  itself,  1  would 
ttbe  Hoii^e  to  tftkc  the  lead  of  the  puhlic  sentiment, 
cnn  say  for  myselt^ — \mxA  my  right  honourable  friend 
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has  given  mc  credit  for  diia— that  I  haw  never  eocouriigc 
the  presentation  of  one  pctiibn,  w  iit  mny  way  induced  p«r^ 
s^ons  to  semi  up  petitions.  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  pre- 
i^ciit  pelitiofis  vlivii  bcxil  to  me,  but  I  luve  n«fver  pTomoti'd 
petitinning.  Neither  do  1  j'esisC  thl^  resolution  from  any 
doubt  1  cntertTun  of  the  Roman  Catholics  from  their  copduGt« 
in  former  period!^  I  willingly  dijscusj^  the  question  on  tli^| 
grounds  tAken  by  the  honourable  baronet;  and  1  viU  not  re- 
fer to  pai^t  ages,  but  1  will  appeal  for  a  (leiriMjm  to  the  f^ood 
sense  of  the  present  times;  ^iiitl  I  will  confine  myself  fiMT 
illuRtrations  to  the  present  conduct  of  the  Roman  CAlholic3.^| 

I  must  say.  Sir,  however,  thatmj  rif^ht  honourable  friend, 
the  Master  uf  Lhe  KolU,  (Sjii  JotiN  C'OFLfi;v»>  has  not  been 
fairly  dealt  with.  He  referred  to  the  history  of  Aome  p«t 
transactions,  not  to  justify  present  exclusion,  but  to  explain 
the  grounds  on  uhtcb  the  Roman  Catholics  had  been  origi* 
nally  excluded.  It  is  SA.id,  that  the  penul  lavfa  against  the 
Romn^i  Catholics  are  barbarous  and  severe,  and  i»y  right 
honourable  friend  referred  to  the  conduct  of  the  Komin 
Catfaolics  at  former  periods,  to  show  that  tlie^  meaMUCS 
vere  not  adFipted  ^s  mea^^uren  of  retaliation,  but  of  safety. 

Meeting  the  honourable  baronet,  thereforCt  &«  he  desiresi 
I  must  acknowledge  tliat,  oh  Cojtitiiuiionai  groumtx,  Ijeei  a 
dititruH  of  the  religion  ofltomat*  Calkofics  (loud  cheering) ; — 
I  repent,  Sir,  on  Gondii tutJon.il  grouud»i  oi^  public  policy ;  for^ 
aa  tot]iem6uenceof  his  religion  on  the  private  Koman  Catho- 
lic, 1  entertahi  as  high  an  opinion  for  a  Roman  Catholic  g£u« 
tlenian  as  i  do  for  any  meinhi?r  of  society  ;  and  thi«  sentnnent 
1  have  proved  by  my  conduct.  I  appeal  to  tlie  House  and 
lite  country,  whether  I  have  made  any  dislinctiooi  in  my  offi- 
cial commumcations,  iM-twoen  the  Roman  Cathohc  and  the 
I'rotcstaut.  It  is  a  matter  of  indiO'crence  lo  ine>  wltat  purti* 
cular  doctrines  a  iComan  Citholic  tx:li<Tvcs  as  an  individual-^ 
whether  he  be!ie>v»  in  the  doctrine  of  tranbubttantiation,  or 
exclusive  saltation,  or  any  other.  I  do  not  quarrel  with  the 
rehgion  of  ihc  individual  Uoman  Catholic  t^  a  private  »ul> 
iect ;  but  when  1  ut^  llul,  with  that  rch^ion^  as  professed  by 
nilfionst  ^  plno  <'f  political  influence,— a  grand  Acbev 
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laa  and  of  iforldly  policy,^— is  oooncctedf  1  have  a  ttghc 
fc^uire  iutu  Uul  4c1i<^tiie — I  aiu  sur^lr  juxtiucd  In  looking 
ibc  iiaune  aiul  vxtriu  of  tlut  iiitluci^cc,  and  lo  asceriain, 
can,  vhat  effect  it  is  likely  lo  exerriM*  o^er  ch«  mind  of 
,  and  over  boci^iyi  and  wliat  will  be  Us  tliuil  result, 
in  1  dculit,  Sir,  t!i;il  iliorv  U  iiucli  a  Hcbc^inc  rtigrnAcd  on 
[tamati  CalhulU:  failli,  and  ibnlit  U  more  for  the  sake  of 
^ctuinic  than  die  4loctrin<.'s  that  the  rcli^on  U  so  much 
ired  t  I  CHiniot  doubt,  Sir,  ifaiit  it  is  the  i^oUc^  uf  the 
on  CiLtlLidica  tu  eiignft  liuch  a  sr Illume  on  their  faith; 
ttii  1  dotibi  that  Uiut  H:heiDr  is  cnktdaUKl  and  intended 

K'  \c  man  to  obtain,  Accjuife,  and  oxercisc  dominion  over 
d  of  man-     I)c  I  noi  set^  ibat  ii  t:onfcn(  indulgence!!, 
itdaiina  the  po^i-rof  confessing  people,  litid  granling 
absolution;  aiul,  cun  1  behold  these  doctrines  Hiibouc 
tgt  thjt  ibc  object  oV  inculcating  sucb  rcligioun  t€n€t^,  ia 
onuch  the  ditlbsion  of  a  purcChnstiau  morality, as  the 
iring  of  worldly  power  for  worldly  pnrpoies! 
ay  then,  Sit,  Uiat  the  Koniait  Catholic!^  are  not  excluded 
fron  account  of  thoir  belief,  for  that  is  a  prirate  aOair 
e  individuals:  that  it  is  not  on  acc^Mitit  of  du-ir  rrlrgioa 
iy  that  ttiey  are  excluded,  but  n-ith  that  rcli^on  ia  con- 
iitt  va«t  syMem  of  worldly  power,  which  compeh  me  to 
■hey  ought  to  be  exchtdcd  from  our  councili^.     When 
Mtt  piacticaUy  iaterferjpg  vritb  the  political  affairs  of 
t-*(bear)— that  interference   it  Is  which  compels  me 
|ar  into  a  clo«e  invcstigution  of  the  nature  and  otigin  ot 
tiigious  authority  so  misapplied.     When  tlie^e  ilange- 
loctrines  are  s<miI  out  amou^  millions  of  ititrn,  will  it  be 
|»  that  they  may  be  used  for  other  purposes,  than  the 
)ion  of  pure  faitli,  namely,  for  the  upholding  of  that  spw 
jiulbonty  of  which  some  honourable  memljeTu  see  only 
^rtcd  shade  i 

l^hen  1  see  the  Bulls  of  the  Pope — the  honourable 
man  laughs,  <sotne  uieniber'a  smile  attracted  the  right 
vaMe  secietary'i  attention^  but  let  him  remember,  that 
fe's  Bull  is  of  somr  imporlnnce  among  four  iiulliotts  of 
^Cpptei  wiio  have  not  had  the  aclvaitagck  of  an 
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eilucalioit  such  a£  lie  received.  Over  tkeui  Uie  Popt:'a  BuU 
hax  a  |iructical  cffl^ut ;  and  let  me  teil  binif  wlien  I  »ci:  iliis 
sort;  of  indtieiicG  «xcrci;ie(l,  I  louk  wit^i  suApkioD  on  tiie 
poiTtir  which  Uoe^  U,  mid  I  trnct:  in  iUln  act  the  tttiU-Uving 
spirit  of  that  power  which  has  been  »akL  t^  be  clt^fuiKt  and 
eziiiwC. 

Will  it  be  believeilf  Sir,  that  in  the  year  1^7,  Pope  Plus 
sent  to  Treland,  a — I  vill  not  call  it  OftUf  aa  tbe  term  may 
appear  ofleu;»ive  to  Imiiourable  gentlemen  from  ilie  svtcr- 
coumry— (a  Imigh)— but  a  rescript,  a  decUration,  statJOf 
thnt  every  Roaaan^Catholic  would  be  eniitled  to  a  rembalon 
of  diree  hundred  da\&'  burning  in  purgatory^  who  wonM  re- 
peat,  three  iiines,  the  following  prayer:^" Oh  Jesus,  Muria, 
Joseph,  to  thee  I  offer  my  ardent  soul;  oh  Jesus,  Maria,  Jo- 
seph, hear  my  prayer;  oh  Jesus,  Maria,  JoKejih,  help  me  at 
niy  last  hour."  A  remission  of  three  hundre<)  days  in  ptiT' 
gatory,  for  repeating  that  address,  and  thi:»  iii  the  year  Id07| 
in  die  enlightened  nineteenth  century!     (Cheering  loud  and' 

long-) 

But  tliia  is  mysterious,  and  may  he  explnined  away  in  a 
particiiLir  sense,  exdaims  »oitic  honourable  uwmber.  Nov, 
Sir,  though  this  myi^lerious  exemption  from  purgatorial  flamea 
b  inoK&troiu  enough,  1  ajn  still  more  disgusted  by  the  uttotnpt 
to  explain  or  eaccuse  such  a  doctrine,  proceeding  frocn  .ra- 
tional and  educated  person:*,  and  uddresj^cd  to  an  ignorj 
and  super.Hitious  population  of  millions, 
'  Sir,  I  a»k  any  honouiable  member,  when  I  tee  such  a 
mockery  of  aH  religion  sent  forth,  CJm  I  doubt  vhetlier  it 
any  other  object  than  the  prouiotiDn  of  that  worldly  pob 
to  vbich  1  hav3  alluded.  Can  i  doubt  that  it  is  inceiuled 
solely  to  add  to  (he  authority  of  man  over  man;  wbidi, 
claiming  a  power  to  pardon  hini,  grants  the  pardon  on  aticfa 
ridiculous  pretences^  or  withholds  it,  if  the  comnand  b  mt 
obeyed,  Sly  right  honourable  friend  may  condemn  me,  per- 
haps, for  ridiculing  such  super^tilrous  ideas  ^  but  wherever 
trG«  discussion  is  allowed,  there  is  no  fear  that  any  ridJcuie 
will  turn  the  li-ally  pious  BUU  from  his  nrhgion;  and  I  must 

think  such  aticmpu  «re  in^bemelvea  w|f  wjwt^j.oC 
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tbot)^  "hwik  they  «tc  onty'practiwd  with  ft  vie«  of  obttraung 
undue  iniatnce  over  the  ignorant,  and  cf«dulouG.'  ?Theae 
aMi  otfaer^ingB  of  riie  same  kind  arc,  perhaps,^tvifl€3;  but 
ABymre^ns  Lord  Bacon  says,  'Mike  straws  tkrown:itp  in.thsE 
aSEn^th^eh^fw  the  direction  of  the  wind^"  and,  from  thaa^-vm 
may  learn  what  is  still  the  spirit  of  Catholicism.  '^' ..  v^ 

:  jYftt/  SiH  my  right  horrourable  friend,  (Pkinkett;)  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland,  cenenres  the  attempt  at  a  reflux 
maUon  of  that  religion  in  Ireland,  and  ridicules  the  entight>' 
ened  and  excellent  promaters  of  that  most  desirable  rdat^ 
mation — '(Loud  cheering).  Here  in  this  House,  enjoying  the 
pftvilege  of  free  discuaaion,  my  right  hoBourable  friend' coiA- 
plains  of  the  meritorious  exertions  of  our  clergy,  to  che<^f 
tbe'diffriflionofsuch  doctrines,  and  to  counteract  the  influence 
of  that  religion,  whose  principal  tendency  is,  a  design  to  un^ 
^ermine  the  Church  of  England — (Hear).  Sir,  the  exertiona 
of  the  Pfotesfiint  clergy  in  Ireland  are  not  matter  for  wonder^ 
they  have  been  produced  by  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  and 
the  Catholic  Association,  whose  designs  they  are  calculatod 
to  coanterwork.  If  the  House  has  any  doubt  of  the  emt- 
ence  of  a  political  design  on  the  part  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy,  let  them  look  to  the  writings  of  Dr.  Doyle,. who,  ac*" 
coding  to  my  right  honourable  friend,  is  to  end  the  p<denu- 
ciddisputefl  in  Ireland*  ■-.-'•■■ 

-  '■'I'  must  liiink,  Sir,  when  I  see  that  the  spirit  of  this  religiov 
is  altered  in  no  degree,  that  there  is  great  dang^  in  achnift- 
tiDg  the  Roman  Catholics  to  political  power.  I  repeat,  that 
-I  "qoanid ilot  with  the  faith  of  individuals,  but  I  entertaina 
.Weff^groonded  constitutional  jealousy  of grantingthempoliticd 
rig^/  '  When  I  consider  the  influence  exercised :  by- 4b« 
poKcy'GOiMected  with  the  faith  in  diflerent  countries— when 
■1  see  its  effects  in  those  countries  where  it  is  subject  to  re* 
stralotsand  controul — when  I  see  the  bigotry  which: belongs 
to  it  tbtore — when  I  examine  it  in  its  various  aspects  in  di^x- 
■errt  ccnmtries  where  it  reigns  without  a  rival,  and  where,  it 
la  k^^mdue  subordination  by  a'purer  establishment,  I  can 
, see  nothing  in  it  which  calls  on  me  to  expose  to  the  least 
d^tg^Hhe  mataied'ChurohEstablij^meiit^f  this  country. 
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las  betin  u*ikeO,  Sir,  whecber  w«  think  U  poa&tble 

fKoman  Calbulicv  in  tlic  pos^ssion  of  pulilicnl  puwcr,  Itving 

I  tinder  a  free  constitucion, — contented  and  liappy  tn  ii  milil 
and  libei'algovtfinnit^nt,  could  be  excited  a^aiiitit  »uch  liberal 
instilutions  by  tbe  inlluence  of  their  religion  ?  We  uere  told, 
a  few  ycnrs  ago,  that  the  influence  of  relfgbii  wns  fuse  dyii^ 
avay;  and  we  were  aakcdj  with  pity  for  our  creduUtyt  if  we 
tiiought  any  men  would  now  occupy  tliemselves  with  religioD  t 
iteltgton,  we  were  told^  was,  even  on  the  Continent,  only^ 

'  volcano  burnt  out  that  could  never  be  rekindled, 
|*-J  remember,  Sir,  when  Mr.  Uhiibread,  in  the  course  of  aa 

k«loqiicnt  speech  delivered  in  this  House  tilVcn  year*  ago, 
rijliculed  the  apprehensions  that  were  then  expressed  SB  to 
xeli^ioua  feelings  ever  again  exercising  any  intluence  over 
'mankind.     "'  Look,"  cnid  he*  "  at  Pari!*:  wu«  there  any  fear 

L  Ah.1t  religion  would  be  roived  at  Pariah     Was  it  to  be«3^^^ 

lipected  that  Biicnapavte  wfiuld  revive  reb^nf     Cotdd  I^M 
fixcite  any  apprehensions^     Could  the  ^opQ  excite  any  ap- 
prehensions i     ^Vby^  be  was  Buonaparte's  prisoner,  and  naut 
reroain  subservient  to  him !     Was  there  any  appichenfion  of 
the  Jesuits  being  restored?    He  thought  not.    Atheism  and 

[•indifference  were  the  enemies  they  had  to  contend  with-" 
-Jf  any  individual  had  told  Mr.  VVhitbread^  at  that  time,  that 
that  religion  would  acf|ulre  the  influence  which  it  ihia  day 
esses  in  FrancCt  or  could  preJtct  the  various  cxlraordi* 
ry  occurrences  in  that  country  wiEhiii  fiHcen  years,  an^^ 

[^rhat  had  been  done  by  the  Bourbons,  would  he  not  hs^f 
treated  the  prediction  as  a  chimera,  as  wih3  an  my  right  b^^ 
.nourAble  friend  ha*  described  the  attempted  rcforinatii; 
IreUnd  ? 

How  can  I  then  forget,  Sir>  the  influence  of  religion 
rmindsofmcn;— it  is  a  natural  weakne»»,  and  imcparahlc 
-from  the  nature  of  man;--and  I  am  sure  that  if  the  Roman 
Catholic*  were  admittcrd  to  seats  in  thi^  House,  they  would 

[.attempt  to  iiaprDve  the  condition  of  their  reJigion,  and  lo 
•bring  it  closer  to  a  le%'d  with  the  privili^gcs  of  the  EstafalUhed 

I  tCbuTch,  and  who  would  restrict  or  prevent  them  f     No  lani. 
tay.  Sir,  it  U  not  in  the  nature  od'  tnan,  not  Co  wis' 
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religion  preUominAiit  which  he  himsrlf  professes;  tnd  if 
Roman  Csiholice  were  flduiltled  to  share  jicllclca)  power, 
would,  lihmk,  exeri  it  to  exali  iheir  rdigion  ;  nor  do 
nkj  thnt  the  Ronmn  Cotholk's  coiihl  \>v  Admitted  to  seals 
uliamcntr  without  someiimefi  allowing  an  undue  Intluenee 
leriite  on  their  mind^,  when  legislating  for  ihe  Protesunc 
of  the  comrrunity. 

r,  the  ilefiiruciion  of  the  Proteatnnt  Es^iablishincnt  would 
ie  the  wily,  nor  even  the  vrorsi  evil.  The  conflict  for 
'  before  thai  object  amUi  he  nccoinpl^Khmt,  woitUi  give 
;o  religioufi  divbions  ami  aspchtiefi,  thnt  would  conttiliite 
later  evil  than  the  o\prthr<JW  of  tho  Church  EfitflbhFih- 
i(9flf.  Bnt  u\y  tighi  Itonourahic  fniMiO  tells  me,  that 
mitin|T  of  these  claims  will  be  the  final  consummation 
I  the  hopes  and  wishes  of  the  Roman  Catholics.  We 
|U,  they  will  be  perfectly  saii»ticd  with  a  measure  thai 
■move  their  civil  dtsabitilies,  and  opening  to  them  the 
oJ&ceSf  confer  on  Ihem  the  same  privile^s  as  thcit 
stant  felloW'Mihji'ctA. 

lave  read,  Sir,  the  dectarAtion  which,  since  the  hill  for 
liefof  theKomati  Catholics  was  discussed  in  this  lloufie, 
in  iwucd  by  some  of  ilie  must  eminent  and  respectable 
I  of  theii'  faith,  liut  though  that  declaration  was  in- 
Jto  convince  me  and  ether  Protestants  of  tho  rcason- 
L  of  their  objeels,  I  have  been  unable  to  Hnd  in  it  that 
)n  of  entire  sfttisfaction  with  tlie  prnrisions  of  the 
ftieh  my  right  honourable  friend  alle^cE  was  generally 
^llie  Ronijin  (.atholics.  With  this  declaration,  which 
fUi^hod  in  the  year  I8i?fi,  an  addros:*  apportreil  "  from 

iiish  Roman  Catholics  to  their  Protestant  fellow-coun* 
*"  In  this  address,  which  undoubtedly  is  very  Icra- 
r  worde<l,  and  proper  in  every  respect,  and  well  cal- 
to  conciliate  the  intnds  of  those  to  whom  it  is  directed ; 
ch  is,  at  Ihe  same  time,  calculated  to  warrant  an  ap- 
aon,  Sir,  that  the  mere  reuiova!  of  their  present  difl- 
1^  ia  not  the  iinal  consummation  and  end  of  all  they 
po  ask  for,  or  calculate  upon  obtaimng ; — in  thi*  address 
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j;';.We  eiitreaC  you  to  endeavour  to  divef^t  your  minds  of 
preconceived  impressions  lu  out  UiNJidratitngCi  n»J  calmly  to 
cxuniiriK  ilie  situation  in  wliich  we  amnd.      In  a  country 
bou^ting  of  peculiar  liberality,  we  aiiifer  itevertf  privationSt 
because  we  dieter  from  you  in  religious  belief."     It  tlicn  ro* 
cites  the  diaq u at i Mentions  to  wliicli   Uoman  Cathglics  ore 
subject.     "  A  peer,  for  example,  cannot  sic  and  vole  in  ibe 
Hou&e  of  Peers;  a  Catliolie  commoner  cannot  ^t  anil  vote 
the  House  of  Commons;  a  Caiholic  freelioUler  may  be  pre? 
vented  from  voting  at  elections/'  It  goes  on  to  complain  that  ^^ 
Roman  Catliolie  **  cnnnot  bold  any  oflice  in  any  of  the  co^H 
poradotk'j;  he  cannot  graduate  at  either  ofthi?  two  Univeml^^ 
ties,  nmcb  less  enjoy  any  of  tbe  numerous  beneficial  office^^ 
connected  with  them,  altbough  bocb  thc>ie  seats  of  learniidH 
were  founded  by  Calbolica."     It  furlber  compbiiTi^,  that  "  he 
Cannot  vole  at  vcslrieSi  or  pre^&ent  to  a  living  in  the  Church, 
lliougli  both  of  these  rights  appertain  to  tlie  enjoyment  of 
property."  ^M 

Why,  Sir,  someof  these  very  diaabililies,  nearly  all  of  thei^" 
1  believej  vrhtch  Hve  comprised  in  this  recital,  were  proposed 
to  be  continued  in  the  bill  of  my  right  honourable  frwnd 
liiinseir,  (hear).  Jn  that  bill,  if  i  remember  right,  the 
were  special  reservations  with  respect  to  the  offices  in  tb 
Universities,  and  as  to  the  right  of  appointing  to  In 
Why^  Sir,  the  attainment,  then,  of  these  objects.  I  must  inain? 
tain,  vrotdd  be  the  natural  and  legitimate  aim  of  the  Ambition 
of  any  Konnin  Catholic  members  who  might  i\t  in  thU  Houie* 
And,  ifgreflter  objects  than  these  should  arise— if  views  be- 
yoiKi  those  I  liave  just  mentioned  should  present  themselves, 
could,  or  ought,  we  to  complain  if  they  confederated  for  tlteir 
aequf^itiori? 

HonoLrable  gentlemen  speak  of  the  fewness  of  their  oun^^ 
bera  with  contempt;  but  I  have  h;id  e^ipisneace  enouj^h  I^H 
know,  that,  under  >ome  circumstances,  a  rer}- small  party 
may,  by  dexterous  management,  possess  itself  of  great  iq 
fluence  over  the  Hoti«e.  I  certainly  hdieve  that  Rooii 
Catholics,  in  the  event  of  these  diKahilitict  being  removcc 
woidd  be  found,  Komc  of  them,  mngcd  on  the  side  of  Go- 
vernment, and  some  on  that  of  opposition.     I  make  no  doubt 
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fhey  vould  exerche,  to  a  great  i^xtcnt,  tlial  freeclont  »nd 
tit}-  of  pnlitkiil  opinion,  whjch  my  right  lionourAbUr 
i  nnciripa«r«, 

1^  Sir^  ^here  the  Homan  Catholic  religion  itiight  hap- 
to  he  concernc<I,  I  heliere  that,  m%  the  I'wiflt  Indiiins 
,  unci  i»  tlic  \Wt  Indians  nmtc— however  opfwsed  ibey 
l>c  at  other  timcF,  mid  on  oth^r  mattery  to  get  a  duty 
led.  or  a  duty  repealed,  on  sugar  for  exampk, — so  the 
m  Cfllholica   would  winte,  on  the  very  «imc  principle, 
nmiintty  of  interest  or  rcolinff,  upon  a  question  aflectiDg 
own  fdith.     By  this  adroitness  in  Irimming  the  lulancc 
\en  rival  partte^f,  and,  by  uniting  theinM^lrc5  in  excitiufr 
di^Qus  apprchemionft  and  feeling!;  of  their  brethren  in 
kitbj  I  do  &[>prehencl,  that  the  Roman  Cacholicii  mi^ht 
ise  a  very  eonxid^rable  power  in  tliis  Houft^^  over  their 
socimunity  ;  and  to  a  great  degree,  ahhongli  eompareJ 
;be  Protestant  body,  their  number  sliould  bo  compara- 
trifling,  might  succeed  in  the  nttainment  of  their  ulti- 
^bjeet:*,  however  pxtensin^  these  might  Xx*. 
Mr,  Sir,  1  conceive  it  v\  ident,  that  tt  was  thi&  belief  and 
piou  vrhich  induced  the  legislature  to  interpose  against 
lertions  of  j^uch  inflnimcr,  tlioso  guards  which  were 
d  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution.     I  am  flrinl>  persua- 
fr,  chat,  at  ibat  timer  Kin^^  Willum  and  the  great 
Ko  a<Ivi»ed  h!in>  did  mjilcc  ti  clear  distinction  between 
al  laws  to  which  the  Roman  Catholics  were  then 
^  and  the  laws  which  it  was  necessary  to  ennet  in  order 
tthcHpccics  of  influence  to  which  I  have  juitr  adverted, 
vbich  they  were  much  more  apprehenme  than  of  the 
iaent  of  the  Roman  Catholics  to  the  house  of  Stuart. 
Evidently  thought,  that  they  ought  not  to  admit  the 
I  Catholics  into  the  enjoyment  of  those  offices,  where 
Irtion  of  that  influence  might  be  rendered  meat  eSec- 
B  could  ht  mo:tt  extensively  felc.    Accordingly,  in  the 
^ing  WiM,iAM  wrote  in  1697,  he  said»  "  I  will  give 
privilege  1  can,  consistently  with  the  free  exercise 
eligion,  and  every  other  privilege  but  that  of  adrnft- 
ertain  State  Offices,  ;ind  into  Parliament ;  but  I  can* 
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fhot  content  to  ndoiit  yen  mio  Purliament,  or  to  tho4d  oAbai 
rhich  constitute  the  Executive  Government,  bocuuso  1  do 
believe,  although  I  respect  yoLi,  that  you  must  exercise,  as 
rinemhera  of  that  Government,  nn  influence  to  promoco  Oie 
mws  of  the  Roman  Cutliolic  body."  So  that,  Sir,  King 
''William  and  his  counsellors,  when  tt  was  ciptermined  tiM 
[the  Crown  should  be  Protestant,  did  not  believe  that  ll» 
[Crovn  would  be  safely  secured  in  tliat  «uccc»Kion,  union 
^office*  in  the  Executive,  State,  and  scats  in  Parliament,  veif 
denied  to  tliofe  who  profea^d  th^^  Roman  Catholic  faith, 

Thiw  appejirs  to  me,  Sir.  the  sound  rule  in  «  ProtesUnl 
State  like  this,  for  i  do  believe,  that  a  Romim  Catholic  must 
i'€xerciee  hh  iniliience,  under  every  govenimenl,  in  promoting 
i\s  own  religion.     When  1  eonsi<ler  that  it  hii»  l>ecti  d€4cr- 
rmmcd,  that  the  Crown  shnll  descend  only  to  Protectant  liand% 
rl  iQU9t  frankly  declare  my  coincidence  in  the  opinion,  that 
^the  ^ciirity   for  the  Etitublishmt^nt  would  be  incomplete 
'  unlcHt  Che  great  OJlicers  of  State,  ami  the  Members  of  Par- 
liament, are  also  Protestant.     Suppose,  Sir,  the  two  Hoatea 
partly  itlle<l  with  Ronmn  Ciitholirs,  and  that  the  Sovereign 
f bimself  fthoLtId  say  he  was  convinced  by  the  debates  in  tbo 
'House  of  Commons,  that  tliei-e   wa^  no  serious  dtstinctioi^^ 
between  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  Enghind,  and  ihoe^n 
of  the  Church  of  Rome,  the  peace  and  tran<|uillity  oftbe 
country  mi^ht  depend  on  th«  dvc-ition  of  a  ^inf^le  man. 

1  must  now.  Sir,  allude  to  by  far  tlic  most  important,  and, 
certainly,  by  far  the  moat  painful  topic  connected  with  Ibe 
gueation  of  ibia  evening— 1  mean  itM  bearing  on  the  state  Cj^l 
Ireland.  A\'hatevcr  may  be  my  apprcbctiaions  or  opioioV^^ 
aa  to  the  ultimate  consequerccs  of  the  adniisnon  of  Roqhui 
Catholic*  to  olliceaE  hi  the  Executive  Gov1^mment,  and  to 
aeatft  in  the  le^slature,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say.  thnt  were  I 
«ati5:ficd  that  (lie  removal  of  tbe^  disabilities  would  have  tbo 
eSect  which  lua  beei)  anticipated  by  M>me  of  the  honourable 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  this  subject,  and  would  produce 
tranquillity  in  Ireland^!  would  sacrifice  my  apprehenstons_ 
OS  to  tlie  ulumate  consequences  of  the  mcaaurc  on  the  firit 
Constitution,  if  1  wore  certain  of  obtaining  such  an  ic 
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TRDtag*  Ui  chc  empire  At  large— I  would  fiot  hc»iut«  oiw 

vnent,  1  ^ay,  to  dismufi  my  appn^hemion*,  if  llii«  gmC 

iccical  gotjci  might  be  jiccompllMbcd  by  CAroin^  the  pro- 

ntions  of  my  rigbt  honourable  friend  tnt(>  full  eae<:t.     If 

i  irere,  indettl,   ihe  courie  which   would  lead,  «4  tbt 

[sourabk  baronet  (Burdi^tt)  opposite  hiu  eloquently  ex- 

«M-d  himscir,  directly  to  the  Elyaan  Fields;  or,  if  1  be* 

^,  «0  my  right  lionoumble  friend  has  described  in  }us 

|>hatic  Iftiiguag?,  thni  die  pcucf-  »nd  concord  of  Ireland 

lid  for  ever  be  maintiLiiicd  &o  perfectly,  ihat  ha  an  honour^ 

egcntlemaoha^obaerved,  no  man  should  hereafter  inquire, 

Viiat  ift  your  rcligioua  faitli  ?     What  is  your  piirticular 

ed  i"    1  do  not  hesitate  to  vay,  that,  jn  my  desire  tc»  ul- 

t  to  such  a  slate  of  things,  iBbouldnotseiuple  to  abaadon 

my  fears,  as  to  the  future  consequencoK  of  Uie  ineiuuret 

ieh  are  proposed  to  ii«.     LJut  1  caiiDot  make  up  my  mind, 

1VD,  that  their  eflTcet— the  eflect  of  the  repcnl  of  these 

)tin^  disabilitieit — would  be  such  M  my  right  honouTabie 

nd  auppoae.s — that  their  removal,  iit  sliort,  would  be  tUut 

I  and  fortuAfiitc  consummation  to  which  he  looU  forirard. 

'he  honourable  nieuiber  for  Armagh  (Brownlow)  aay»t 

dwe  Hie  on  the  side  of  a  feuriul  precipice— thai  our  poei- 

jPfe  untenable— that  we  camiot  remain  where  we  are — 

we  cannot  go  back;  and  (hen  he  aBks,  "  Why  will  ygu 

go  on  and  reach  the  iopf*     Why,  Sir,  if  I  were  quite 

that  we  could  get  to  the  lop  of  i\m  precipice — or  if  I 

ight  diat  were  the  toi>,  which  he  points  out  as  being 

I,  I,  for  one,  would  not  coii^enl  to  remain  where  wo  are; 

ndd  willingly  go  on,  if  he  could  satisfy  me  that  the  ^um-- 

RB  within  sight— that  when  I  ascended  with  htm,  n 

t€T  altitude  would  not  yet  rise  above  me,^— "  Alpa  on 

;  arise," — and  leave  me  apparently  further   that)  ever 

Ithe  eminence  I  sought  to  reach ;  and^  if  even  wc  arrived 

e  top,  that  some  larger  and  more  betUttJful  horizon  would 

t  upon  our  view,  and  gratefully  reward  u»  tor  our  labour, 

rs  proposed,  ^ir,  by  my  right  honourable  friend  to 
the  Protestant  Estabhshment  in  Ireland,  fora  minority 

.]  scale.    It  is  contended  that 
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this  might  very  well   be  don^;    and  he  puts  the  case  of 
Scotland,  and  of  other  countries.     And  he  says,  "  why  wiU 
you  not  be  salistied  that  this  may  be  done  witli  the  save 
good  ofiects  in  li  t-Liiid,  if  you  )>ur^ue  there  the  Mitne  measun* 
which  have  been  taken  in  regard  to  those  couctriee?"    My 
nn^^ver  to  lhi8  {{uestion  is,  that  with  respect  to  Irotand,  yott^H 
do  not  niejin   to  pursue  the  snroe  measure*.     'Jheca^co^H 
iScocland  is  obviously  not  a  case  in  pDint.     IF  you  said  to  mev 
**  we  mean  to  make  ihe  religion  of  the  great  majority  of 
people  of  Ireland,   the  religion  of  tlie  Slate— we  mean 
confer  the  emoluments  of  the  Protestant  ChuTx^h  in  CB 
kittgdom,  upon  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  to  inak 
provision  aOerwaids    for   the   louiisters  of  the  former;'' 
could  theri  understand  your  proposal.     But,  Sir,  if  you 
to  retain  in  Ireland  the  ProtesLant  Esl^blishiaeiit,  in  howevCT 
a  diminiij^hed  state,  simply  as  a  bond  of  connexion  between 
England  and    Ireland,  I  must  fairly  say, — although  even  I 
should  subject  myself  to   the   imputation  from  my  right 
honourable  friend,  of  meaning  to  make  the  Establishmc 
of  the  Prote^itant  Church  the  only  barrier  between  the  ProJ 
testant  and  the  Roman  Catholic  communities — 1  must  Curly 
say,  that  I   do  not  thh>k  your  proposal  u'ill  answer-**!  dd 
not  conceive  that  yon  will  arrive  at  thi' cooHcqucrcos  whicli 
are  predicted,  in  respect  of  cither  of  those  communities. 

Sir,  I  will  here  siij^^est  a  <]ne*tkm  to  my  n^ht  honourable- 
friend — I  will  ask,  when  you  have  placed  the  KomAn  Catho' 
tics  and  Protestants  upon  an  equality  in  point  of  law*  do 
really  nnd  fairly  mean  to  admit  them  to  an  equality  ia  point 
of  octual  enjoyment  of  oflices  ?  And,  if  you  do,  do  you  hoptfi 
to  see,  at  »ome  future  day,  that  stnte  of  aiiidrt  in  ^hk-h  a 
Roman  Catholic  and  a  Protestant  shall  be  administering:, 
equally  and  cotijomtly,  the  concerns  of  a  Protestant  state; 
jmd  II  Roman  Catholic  shall  be  found  ai  efficient  and  con* 
atitutional  a  miqUtcr  of  a  Protestant  Crown  os  a  Prote«tantt 
If  you  Jo  mean  to  say,  that  you  look  forward  to  this  slate  of 
things— if  you  mean  to  give  the  Roman  Catholics  nominal 
cquahty,  but  feel  it  Jieceaaary,  in  respect  of  the^ofhccs,  ta 
provide  for  their  practical  cxciUMon,  I  £«y,  Sir,  that  that 
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kctjcal  exclusion,  coupled  Kith  that  noininsl  cqaality,  viH 
far  morp  gallirrg  io  them  than  anj  political  di^inbility  under 
Icb  ihey  ai  present  U1>our ;  becnu.^t^  it  will  he  anoLclasioQ 
>n  personal  ;;rounds,  whercns,  previously,  diey  w«re  ttiOM 
;fac  lavr.     And  tf  you  do  noc  practically  exclude  ihcm,  i 
lb  there  will  be  AucliRceiieR  ofconfit.Hion,  upon  all  oroi^ 
tt  of  local  intcrL<$ti  at  County  cl«ctJons,  and  other  meet^ 
^— such  an  excitement  of  prejudioest,  aiul  personal  foeH 
i,  ad  will  produci^  jmt  a»  much  IrntJition,  and,  in  effect, 
k  no  molt  goixl  than  Wc  at  pnrjteiit  witruM.-^  iti  Jrclam).     , 
lilt  1  oak,  Sir^will  the  friends  of  the  lioman  Cfltholic 
Tis  vindicate  the  n^ht  of  the  Itomaii  Catholic  Frh^lhoodi 
lie  exercifio  of  their  spintviid  aiuhonty  now,  nm]  forbid  iQ 
rvftrds?     My  right  honourable  friend  £aya,  "  thoy  hav«> 
acted  within  the  legitimate  bounds  of  their  proviDce,^ 
n  recent  occastous,  and  that  they  vere  only  endeavouring 
xcitc  the  Roman  Catholic  cotnpiuntty  to  a  ttens^  of  whad 
(pleased  to  dciiignato  decd^  of  palriotif^m  !"     He  ia  the 
B  at  present,  and  ho  styles  it  patriotism,  hecauRc  the^ 
Its  have  rcqniRrd  tlir  voters  to  Kiipport  those  candidates 
lare  friendly  to  the  measures  of  winch  he  is  the  advocate.' 
why,  ?^ir,  should  not  the  Uoman  Catholic  Priest  here- 
claim  to  judge  for  himself  what  it*  [latriotism,  aind  retort 
I  my  riffht  honourable  friend,  that  he  was  acting  upon 
ame  spiritual  authority  as  before,  and  which  he,  there* 
could  tiot  ilcny  I     Patriotism !— and  why  t     BecauHe  it 
«,  foTKooCh,  for  the  bill  of  my  right  henourablo  friend  1  - ' 
byt  Sir,  docs  any  man  mean  seriously  to  vindicate  what 
laman  Catholic  Priests  did  at  the  late  elections  Jn  Ire*' 
p  Jt  hasi,  indeed,  been  said,  that  Protestant  clergymeii 
intcrpoBcd  at  elections    in    England.        But  can   any 
urahle  meniberp  for  a  moment,  pretend  chat  there  is  any 
toy  between  the  exercise  of  that  spiritual  authority  of 
B«inan   Catholic    Priesthood,    endured   at   tlie  leeent 
OnSi  and  any  influence  which  the  Pretestants  may  have 
pack- »  I  have  no  wish,  Sir,  to  encourage  the  inter- 
ne of  clergymen  in  electioneering  scenes,  but  1  am  satis- 
that  no  inistance  can  he  adduced,  on  the  (mitofatiy 


12SS 


eriEBCEI  OF  TUS 


Protestant  elergyinan>  in  any  coLinty  in  Ireland  or 
comparable  to  the  excesses  of  the  Roman  Calliolic  prieats. 
If  any  Protestant  clergyman  had  advised  the  tenantry  in 
neigh  honrltGod  to  tly  in  the  face  of  their  landlord,  and, 
the  grcunit  of  religious  opinions,  h^d  uppeuJed  to  them  as 
matter  of  duty  to  vote  against  bini,  I  iisk,  wouhl  there  \\a,v\ 
been  any  end  to  the  juat  denunciations  that  wc  should  hati 
heard  in  tbis  House?  Yet  this  practice  has  prevailed  io 
Ireland  to  an  extent  utterly  unjustifiable. 

But,  Sir,  let  us  look  at  the  whole  question  vith  opfrn 
and  fairness.  My  right  honourable  friend  has  no4  only  e; 
pressed  unqualified  approbation,  but  has  opeoly  a$Acrtcd,  i: 
Lis  place  in  Parliament>  that  the  public  tranquiUily  of  In 
land,  at  this  moment^  depends  upon  the  Priests.  To  Uil 
extravagant  praise,  1  protest,  1  ccnnot  consent.  1  have  a 
great  respect  for  their  office.  I  i\o  not  wish  to  enter  too 
minutely  into  their  conduct  apd  profeseioas.  Kut  after  Kucb 
extraordinary  adulation,  let  inc  ask  lluM  Mmple  qttcUtofl. 
Has  be  not  denounced,  in  tlie  severest  terms,  the  conduct  of 
tho^e  agitators  and  demagogues,  who,  if  their  object  be  Dot 
to  excite  the  people  to  actual  rebellion,  at  \cttsX  aim  («ccord- 
ingto  my  right  honourable  friend)  to  infuriate  and  exAwp^ 
rate  them,  in  order  to  intimidate  us  into  a  concession  of 
claims  ? 

If  this,  Sir,  be  a  just  character  of  the  Irish  deinagi 
the  simple  question  1  will  propound  to  iry  nglic  boiioiv< 
able  fnend  is,  whetlier  these  Roman  Catholic  Prelates, 
whose  exertion*  he  attributes  the  preservation  of  tnuiquillitfl 
in  Ireland,  hare,  in  any  pubhc  proclamation  or  autboriEed 
document,  discountenanced  the  prcct^cdinga,  or  reprobated 
die  conduct  of  ihoKe  demagogues  and  ai^tators  ?  Hare  they 
put  down,  or  endeavoured  to  put  down,  the  Catholic  Aaso* 
nation?  Have  they,  or  have  they  not,  when  the  CathoGc 
Aaaodation  continued  iu  sittingit  in  Dubhnj  contrary  to  the 
prophcciea  of  thone  honourable  gentlemen  who  are  the  advo- 
cates oFtbc  Roman  Catholic  claims,  and  who  so  coniidently 
told  u«,Wti«ssion,  that,  upon  the  understanding thatthis  ques- 
tion should  be  diiscua«cd  now,  there  would  be  tianquillicy  in  1 
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id  and  Mubmt^iMoa  to  the  Laws ;  have  theyt  or  bave  tliey  nod 

icourjigcd  or  <liviivuwvd  tW  invnsurvti  uftlutt  A«»ocmion  7 

Agaiiif  Sir.    I  d««irc  to  ask   niy  rigiii  lionourable  friend, 

ttiene  PreiatVH  bvlon^^  to  this  very  AK^uciulioii  ?     llav^ 

ey  not  »ut)ftcrilje<l  to  its  fuiuln  ?     Are  tlxsy  not  members  of 

Sir,  I  am  forced,  perhaps  with  somc^  reluctance,  to  imike 

>de  mquiries;  because,  vhen  my  right  hoi)ouraibl«  friend 

[ulrea  me  to  bfiliere,  that  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  arc 

i  gutnVi^ns  of  tbc  public  trati<jiii11ily  iii  ln?land,  and  ibai 

9  House  should   impose  implicit  confidence  in  theii:  de- 

rationSr  and  appeals  to  me  to  give  tliem  mine,  I  beg  to  t«U 

I,  thiit  he  mu»t  not  make  an  appeal  to  my  gruerosity^  and 

ny  fsan,  at  the  same  moment. 

Cimnot  say.  Sir,  for  E  do  not  tbinkr  that  the  Roman  Ca* 
lie  Prelates  have  oxcrtrd  ilirmr^elves  for  the  niatntt^nanet 
be  pubhc  peace  of  Ireland  j  or,  that  they  have  put  down 
pieetinga  of  the  Catholic  Association,  wliicb  took  place 
etianec  of  the  rtprobntion  of  Parliunient,  and  thecK' 
oed  wishes  of  this  House,  that  they  should  ccfiK^;  nor 
[  be  permaded,  at  the  oonie  moment,  that  the  whole  po- 
tion of  Ircbnd  is  b^uuled  together,  from  one  end  of  tlie 
ilry  to  the  other,  in  tranquilUty  or  F^ood  order,  by  tlie  inr 
lee  or  exhortutions  of  these  reverend  persons.  1  cannot 
D  perfiuadod,  f^ir,  while  I  observe  that^  of  the  Roman 
Lolic  Prelates  vho  hnvejtut  now  addressed  n  petition  to 
p  fcwvr  than  eleven  are  absolutely  membcrf  of  that  A^ 
cm,  which  Iim  been  described,  in  the  course  of  ibi«  dc- 
the  centre  and  focus  of  alt  the  mischief  that  agitates 
Biota  Irehnd, — (Loud  cheering.)  1  should  not  have 
[oned  to  the  House  tins  fact,  if  my  right  honeuraUa 
L  hod  not  pressed  it  upon  my  Mttentinn  by  the  Unguo^ 
ii  held  in  respect  of  these  imlividunls,  and  thus  coqv- 
I  me  to  inquire  into  the  aoundiie^  of  those  almost  ex-r 
p  pretensions,  which  tie  hus  put  forward  in  their  bc- 


iir,  the  Roman  Catholic  Prelacy  should  seem  to  have 

rilh  somewhat  more  consistency,  a*  regards  the  agree- 

Ibetween  the  merits  attributed  to  them,  and  the  con- 
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Jw<rt  piimiiwl  I>y  lliftnt  if  ihcy  would  mlopt  ;i  (littt-rcnt  line 
Ofcontlurl  ftvm  tliai  whkli  ihoy  appi*ar  to  Imve  pursued,  ^' 
l»y  rl|;lu  Itfrn^unihlc  frlcml  wnnld  say  leHS  of  the  measures 
UiPy  iK'luAlly  linvr  m)<>|i1o(1— i]|ioi]  tlie  iiext  occA^ion  ofpre- 
flpriHftit  n  fiHltifin  front  llint  body  to  Parliament,  Chpir  i^ 
)iv*ffir<Mtnliimti  wonlil,iJhilonl>C4'(Ily,  Itnrc  i  much  grc&t^refiect 
ii|]nn  llin  lloUko,  ihnn  \)xfty  htq  likely  to  produce  at  [ 
If  pfTMMitt  of  Ibcir  ominriit  rimk  and  station,  while 
dtfcUrttiionx  of  x\m  kind,  of  their  eivtire  respect  i 
lliuihe,  »nil,  nbovo  nil,  for  iKe  Protestnnt  V^ak 
linltvUlunU  oi^rttpyiii^  ihe  po»itioi>s  they  do.  wooUj 
vrht*lhrT  li^l  nvriiy  liy  the  nngr>'  feelings  of  te£gieos : 
ally,  or  (tie  hmn  of  politicil  prejudic* — from 
nRinH  tu  tWUrnluin^.  iib«olutely  mconu^ieni  vidi 
Mbni  Pavlitfiinetil.  their  appKcAlions  cotU  noli 
iftlth  ttuin  muoli  ^n^ater  veightt  and  to 
lii^tter  th'j'rx^e  of  credit,  WhXt  Sir,  I  hav« 
purportin^f  tu  br  writtm  by  I>r.  DotIti  aal ' 
«MtiLtii(ftnt  t«ni»«r«9pentT.  profaBMgfarl 
potMSHKf  of  n>>>ctWttn  to  thtt 
went  ^Iwtumliiidkepetitiomvbithn; 
fcytfc>if<iytrfwi*wl     Iftkei 
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late^  W&9  presented  and  read,  my  nght  boDourable  friend  ' 
bUmed  every  membei  who  hesitated  to  believe  their  allega- 
tions. "  What/'  Eud  he,  "will  you  not.  believe  tbeia? — 
There,  they  say,  are  their  doctrines.  Place  implicit  coo^ 
fidence  in  their  declarations.  How  unjust  and  absurd  to  be 
ransacking  the  history  of  other  times  and  places,  while  here 
you  have  their  own  express,  unequivocal  profession  of 
faith.*'  But  when  there  are  oniy  thirty  members  io  tha 
body,  the  individual  character  of  each  is  a  matter  of  soxw 
importance. 

I  CQuId  not  help  smiling,  Sir,  when  I  heard  the  honourable 
member  for  Drogheda  (Mr-  Van  Homrigh)  relate  the.anec^ 
dote  respecting  Dr.  Curtis,  who,  it  appears  to  him,  expressed 
himself  in  terms  of  great  severity  against  the  Association, 
and  spoke  two  long  Latin  panegyrics  on  the  character  of  the 
Duke  of  York;  one  of  which,  I  believe^  was  in  effect,— r 
Animatn  qualem  candtdiorem  unquam  tulerit  caelum  /  Cer- 
tainly, Sir,  after  the  abominable  reflections  that  had  been, 
cast  upon  the  character  of  that  exalted  personage,  something 
w^  due  from  every  Roman  Catholic  to  vindicate  himself 
from  the  reproach  of  sharing  the  feelings  of  the  calumniator 
who  had  attacked  him.  But,  if  that  was  the  object  of  Dr.« 
Curtis,  he  would  better  have  accomplished  it  by  one  spe^cbi 
openly  delivered,  in  the  vulgar  language,  than  by  whispering 
two  Latin  quotations  in  the  ear  of  the  honourable  member 
foi:  Drogh^a. 

Sir,  my  right  honourable  friend  (Plunkett)  would  bav« 
the  petition  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Prelates  read,  in  order  to 
put  an  end  to  all  doubt,  as  to  their  belief  and  opinions. 
Their  declaration  was,  in  his  view,  something  above  all  sus^ 
piciom  It  was  with  him  an  indubitable  statement  of  the  r&* 
ligious  and  political  sentiments  of  the  Roman  Cathohcs. 

I  object,  Sir,  however,  to  the  declaration  contained  m  thia 
petition,  that  it  disagrees  with  the  declaration  sent  forth  by 
the  Roman  Catholic  clergy.  They  state,  that  they  publish 
it  "  in  the  sipiplicity  of  truth,  as  the  doctrines  of  the  Catholic 
(Jburch  had  been  frequently  misunderstood,  or  miarepre- 
sept^!'j^.^jl9  the  declaration  published,  in  18^,  it  is  stated. 
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thai  "  ihe  Catholic  Cliurcb>  ia  coniDiQii  with  ol)  ChnstiaDvJ 
receiver  tmd  respects  the  entire   of  tlie  tun  eomiuanOmenu/j 
OS  lliry  ure  Toutnl  in  ExoduK  and  Deuteronomy;  Uie  onj/l 
dilfer^nce  bt^tu-cen  tliem  \yUig  in  some  points  of  construol 
lion."     Wlien  I  first  read  this  jJAssage,  1  exdaitned,  "  Then 
I,  jmd  many  other  ProtesUnts,  hare  been  long  In  error,  fbfJ 
I  huve  alwuy^  understooii  that  thu  Roman  Cntholics  did  no| 
recognize  the  second  commandment,  but  excluded  it  fron 
riwlr  CAtechiam/'* 

But,  8ir,  it  happened  fioon  aftervanis  that  a  catechism  oti 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  fell  into  my  hands,  and  tlienlj 
was  able  to  appreciate  the  ''simplicity  of  truth"  In  vhlcl 
they  had  issued  thfir  declaration.     This  Ctttechi»m^  fron 
which  I  am  about  now  to  read,  is  stated  to  have  been  revised 
hy  the  Kev.  Dr.  Butler,  and  recomm<;nded  by  four  RomMJ 
Catholic  Archbishops;  it  is  printed  hy  the  Roman  Catlioli4 
printer  to  the  Royal  College  of  Maynooth,  and  is  the:SMi 
edition,  carefully  corrceted.     No  doubt.  Sir  therefore, 
be  ntuched  to  it;;  nuthenticity.     1  turn  to  the  Command^ 
ments,  to  correct  my  erroneous  conceptions  of  the  Komari 
Catholic  system,  and  I  find,  thjit  indeed  tiJc  first  CommandJj 
inert  is,  in  some  respects,  difierently  expressed,  as  compard 
with  its  appearance  in  Exodus  and  Di^uteronomy.     The 
cond  is,  '*  Thon  shall  not  Uke  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy 
God  in  vain;"  and  the  number  ten  ia  made  out  in  this  man 
ner, — the  ninth  is,  '*  Thou  shall  not  covet  thy  neighboirr^J 
wife,"  and  the  (enlh,  "  Thou  shalt  not  covet  t!iy  neighbour*! 
goods.'    It  would  be  infinitely  better.  Sir,  and  much  mor 
to  my  satisfaction,  if  my  ri^ht  honourable  friend  had  no 
coiled  my  attention  to  this  petition.     And  I  cnnnot  help 


*  The  CcminiandTnent  vhid)  n  eiclurleil  fVom  ttif  Ron^an  CtttfaoBc  C^_ 
tBChtsm  iHf  "  Tliou  abalt  not  nak^  to  tliystiLf  any  graven  ima^,  nor  I 
tikcEies:!  of  any  Uting  iliat  n  la  L^Hiteii  above,  oi  m  iliv  c^rih  bcnuAib,  i 
ia  thu  waUir  umJtir  t)i(i  <rarth.     lliou  ahnit  iial  bow  Jown  lo  tlaom,  &Of  wo 
nhip  ihcm  ;  for  I,  rhrr  Ijvrd  thy  God,  mn   a  jt^aloiit  C«!,  rmd  Tiiil  lh«  ue 
of  the  futlteTS  upon  iho  childrcD,  uniu  the  third  and  fonrih  e^Q^ntioa  Q^ 
IhCTD  that  hutc  \nc,  »nd  show  cncroy  unto  thousuidi  in  Ihnn  thai  tore  a4 
ind  k«p  my  conmuidiiitnts.'' 


ftiaHT  HON.  ROBBllT  PEEL. 


m 


itliDg  tbif  additional  proof  of  iiu:  inoompBttlntity  of  lljtt 

1  with  the  prorvflnion  of  the  Komon  Ctttbolu;  Cburcli,  and 

It  nijr  first  KU^picion  vas  correct,  vu- — that  these  petition-  , 

» tiUi  not  npproAcb  tho  Ilouatr  **  iii  tbo  ^impUciiy  of  truth." 

A^iter  this,  Sir,  let  not  my  tight  hoiiour&blc  fritiiid,  fur  iLe 

urv,  chttllciige  implicit  contiduncc  for  ttuy  pcLition  vrhtch 

m»y  present  from  thnt  quarter.     Whiitever  atatvitieut* 

y  aixotitp^iiy  it*  I  shall  regard  ihcui  wkU  au^picion.  TJietr 

fcascd  ^rnthnirnU  J,  for  one,  must  continue  to  contrtuit 

ti  tJicir  ncluftl  conOtiet :  and,  in  opjioiiitioi]  to  ihifl  ^rt  of 

f  it  is  in  v&in  to  refer  me  to  thiH  or  tbai  letter  from  Dr. 

y\t!j  or  the  <]eeljirntiuu  of  Or.  CurtiVr  when  jfotav  other 

ST,  or  eome  other  dcclufAtion,  from  tho  same  party,  might 

adduced,  of  a  toEuily  oppo:>ite  character^    They  vlH  never 

,n  mystify  mr^     Ami  i  cnnnut  JiroiU  expiesMng  my  pur- 

lation  in  that  tecling  of  di»^usr,  which  insinecrity  and  at- 

pt«  to  mislead  always  excite  in  the  minds  of  the  Knglish 

lie-    (l^ud  cheering.) 

Ill,  Sir,  1  have  been  ajsl^ed^  if  then  Roman  Catholic 
mcipAliOTi  irill  be  no  remedy  for  the  distresses  of  Ire- 
,  what  will  r  I  answer,  that  I  nm  Kure  the  concesi;ion  of 
toman  Catholic  claims  would  only  excite  greater  dis&en* 
,  And  intlumc!  in  a  higlier  degree  thu  spirit  which  now 
ppily  rages  so  strongly  in  that  country.  The  system 
hich  1  have  atleirpted  to  act,  with  perfect  fairne&s  and 
4e<e  &itl],  ha^  hcen,  to  in?ilLtute  an  inquiiy  into  every 
^complaint,  and,  as  far  as  it  h»s  been  possible,  to  ap* 
emedy  to  every  grievance. 

-If  it  conid  be  shown  thut  1  had  ever  culpably  or  ncg* 

^1  inflicted  wrong  on  any  part  of  the  people  of  Ire- 

uyc  even  on  any  individual,   I   slioiild  deserve  to  be 

I  in  a  very  diffcretit  light     But  I  nevertheless  do  see 

,  for  it  is  a  part  of  my  painful  duty  sometimes  to  read 

of  the  C;ithoHc  Association,  loaded  with  per- 

&,  and  especially  by  one,  (O'ConrcIl,)  who,  con- 

ig  some  peculiar  circuinstflncea  of  a  personal  nalnre 

(five  taken  place,  but  to  which  I  ftliall  not  now  allude, 

:>t  to  indulge  in  the  ceaseless  torrent  of  calinnny  he 
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poUTB  oui  Upon  DM.     I  Am  charged  with  imulting  the  peopk 
of  Ireland^  and  sending  emiBfiaries  among  them  to  exdi 
th«m  to  rebellion!     Goil  knows^  m>  laan  ba^  adhered 
strictly  to  hi»  thity  in  tliis  Mouse  a^  1  lure  done,  vvitli 
sped  to  tbia  question.     Without  exception,  in  every  instuii 
ufhere  mv  agency  has  been  interpu^eil,  either  in  com 
with  the  duties  of  my  office  or  otlierwise^  I  never  have, 
language,  doctriiu^f  or  exumple,  directly  or  indireetly,  con 
hul^d  to  the  cxcitcmL'nl  of  hostile  feeUngs.     My  uppositi 
haa  been  confined  within  the  walls  oi  this  House. 
t]iese  limits  1  have  entirely  forgotten  the  feeling  which 
entertain  in  the  advocacy  of  this  cause. 

1  appeal,  Sir,  to  my  right  honourable  fricml,  fPlunkettr] 
whether  1  have  not  cheerfully  concuTred  in  his  endettvoura 
to  appear  the  people  of  Ireland.  I  have  called  upon 
Protestants  with  this  view,  and  conjured  them  to  re^linqui 
(he  gratification  of  their  prejudices,  to  abstain  from  the  coi 
memoration  of  victoHeA  which  must  be  painftd  to  their 
low-country nwn.  I  have  Mpokeii  to  lln-ra  tlius:  '•  Your 
bearance  can  never  be  misunderstood ;  do  not  be  ashamed  at 
doing  right,  liecauie  you  may  be  taunted  with  being  afrdd 
of  celebrating  what  your  ancestors  so  bravely  have  per* 
formed/'  In  the  udminifitration  of  tho  Ggvemroeiit  of  Ire- 
land, I  have  iMM*er  reftified,  but  hai^,  on  the  eontrary,  gifea 
my  cordiAl  concurrence  to  any  mea:4urc  of  grace  or  favoB 
calculutetJ,  conmtently  with  law,  to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  Ruuijin  CutholicM.  In  my  correspondence  with  the  noUt 
lord  ^Wi'lk'Uey)  who  preside*  over  thai  country,  to  whofC 
impHrti^tlity  in  the  di»;po«nl  of  patronage  and  preferment^ 
and  to  wbote  ability  in  discharging  every  duty  connected 
with  good  governiiieat  I  am  ready  to  bear  testtmony,  I  have 
al)U)  testified  my  concurrence  in  opening  tu  the  Ronwa 
CathoSca  of  Ireland  every  prtvilego  and  indulgence  to  which 
they  are  by  law  entitled. 

Thi^  Sir,  is  the  ^pu-m  upon  which  1  have  attempted  to 
act  with  regard  to  Ireland.  1  have,  on  all  occasions,  endea- 
voured to  do  justice,  and  to  give  them  (be  advaata^  of 
every  priiilc^c  to  which  the>  arc  jidmin^ible  by  Uw.     Fur- 
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thtrlhaii'  ^ufr-^-and  ,tludis  to  roe  a  most  palofol  aTOv»l-r^l 
fiaoDot  consistently  with  my  conscience,  and  my  cooyiction 
fermed  aller  mature  deliberation,  cjonsentg  .in  the  presei|t 
state  1^' thiDgi^  to  any  coDCeasion.  -  .\. \ 

;I,kiiow,^Sir,  that  it  is  posfliblet  by  legislation  such  as  this 
country  ^ne  possesses,  and  with  a  gorenunent  conducted 
Qn  soeh  principles  as  those  which  I  baveavowed^  to.obtw 
a  ready  obodience  to  the  laws  from  the  Romans  CathoUoa^ikf 
Ireland,  so  long  as  no  delusion  be  practised  .to excite  aofl 
nuadirect  their  feeliDgs*  lamsuretiiHt  tiie  iK<advjaed  piJCH 
^edli^s  of  certain  Roman  CathoHcs  oflrehmd^  will  have  ifo 
influence  upon  my  mind,  as  to  the  opinioa  I  shall,  entertaiii« 
and  the  course  I  shall  adopt  upon  thi&  question;  lor  1  have 
no  fe^r  of  being  induced  to  yield  any  thing  toasystepi^ 
intiDiidation.  As  individuals  we  ought  not  to  regulate  Pur 
conduct,  or  refuse  to  concede  that  which  is  just  to.any.par^ 
tifmlar^.body,  because  a  few  or  great  number,  of  designing 
14^  attempt .  to  obtain  by  force,  that  vhich  we  refuse  to  arr 
giMPopt.  f  (Loud  cheering.)  .,.j 

1-  Pe^i^^kd  upon  it,  Sir,  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Irel^iid  joe 
1fj;ong  W.  thinking,  that  they  can  intimidate  the  people  of 
tbis.country-^  I  much  fear,  that  by  the  attempt  to  intinud&tet 
tl^ey  Vay  raise  up  in  this  country  an  opposition  to  ^beir  claitm 
ffur,  .vaofe  fonnidable  than  that  which  they  now  experieQi^^i  - 
Not>rithstanding  the  existence  of  such  efibrts,  and  wbatev^ 
th^r^teny^koirary  success,  I  cannot  persuade  myself .  to  think 
its^nqrewfOi^blB  to  expect  from  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Irq-i 
lan^.a.gei^ral  deference  to  the  laws,  to  the  declared  sei^ 
of.tbft  kf^^lature  ppon  this  subject ;  and,  at  least,  a  passivo 
aAtui^scenoe  in  the  proceedings  of  an  administration  actii^ 
u[tf^  [SL^b.  pnndples  as  those  I  have  alluded  to,  and  in  thq 
jP^l^^fptioja  of  measures  so  directly  framed  for  the  ameli^ 
]|^;^s  of  that  country. 

I^  Sir,  it  shall  be  decided,  that  such  is  the  prevalence  of 
opHQioQ:iQh,tbis  couutry,  and  such  the  opinion  of  the  House 
qf^^Jommons,  that  this  system  can  no  longer  be  maintwied, 
Jt.  can,.9nly  express  my  regret,  and  bow  with  deference  to 
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tlic  opmioQ  of  the  majority,     I  shaS,  Sir,  At  ilic  kahic  tin 
put  up  nil  tfarneal  piayci, — a  moftt<:arncAt  suppKculIou — llut 
diut  indjui'it}  nmy  be  riglitj  tuid  that  I  may  he  >vfotig;  bui  1^ 
^liaU  rcuiJiin   unciMivLriced.     1  can  do  nu  incrc  Uinti  this;  I^ 
have  stated  whnC   I   think  to  be  the   proper  <:our^  for  tliis 
country  aittl  the  l^^gi^luCuve  to  puj'bue.    I  think  k  pn^ent 
KtUI  to  maitilalti  the  excliisioi]  of  Rumao  CalhoIicH  Ctom  tbe 
hrgtslaturc,  mid  those  o^cr»  of  state  from  t^liich   ihcy  are 
DOW  by  IfLir  excluded.     I  tliink  it  nght,  Sir,  to  continue  (he 
exchiHion  at   tht'  i^re^eiit  poiTtt,  hccausc  it  Is  mora  (liaii  ever 
combtent  with  the  settlement  of  the  Constitution  ut  ih«  pe^| 
nod  of  iIjo  Hevoltition;  and   bcnraude  I  chink  th:il  the  ns 
iiiuvul  of  the  restrictions   upuii    tho  Koman  Catholics  would 
not  put  an  ond  to  the  cr'ih  under  which  IrcUiid  suRerv,        vH 

Vndci'  thL'se  circuinstancef,  Sir,  I  must,  p^iJkfnl  ua  it  b^ 
persevere  in  tht-  couise  of  oppo!»ition  1  have  ever  pursued 
upon  thih  nuhjectf  not  with  standing  the  difterenco  whioh  I 
the rrhy  prolong  with  tlio4C  for  whom  I  entertain  tlio  most 
cordial  re:spccf,  nnd  ivith  whom,  upon  e^cry  other  auhjecC,  I 
believe,  1  concur  in  opinion,  I  have  now  dischnrf^cd  the 
paiTiAil  duty  which  I  owe  lo  the  House,  1  have  fell  that  I 
had  no  other  course  than  to  state  boneady,  and  I  hop^ 
vUhoul  exaggeration  or  aspeiity,  the  opinion  which  I  tniiiii' 
tain — thnC  whicli  I  have  ever  helil,  and  which  1  now  avow  to 
be  unchanged. 

Sir,  although  I  nerer  nJoptcd  any  opinion  out  of  preftr- 
cnce  to  another,  in  deference  lo  great  names  or  even  to  «(*- 
perior  inielligence,  \et  the  mtluence  of  either  cnnnot  be 
flenied  aa  a  satisfaction  to  th<^  mird  in  the  tnaintcnunce  of 
Any  dii«putv<]  opiniom.  Within  a  «horc  period^  Sir,  a  great 
name  and  n  ^cat  authority  (Bahl  of  Lwzntvooh)  has  been 
Kwt  to  this  cause;  and  while  I  lament — most  bitterly  lament 
— his  loss  to  society,  and  to  the  cause  which  he  »o  wnrmljr 
Cepouwd,  I  cannot  hut  derive  ^u]ne  consolation  from  the  op- 
poriui^ly  thna  afl'L>rdcd  to  me  of  iLvowing  my  stcadlwt  Ad- 
herence Co  the  senlimcntv  which  (hat  exalted  individual  early 
odoptei),  anil,  to  the  la^t,  enlertahicd.     1  make  ihisaTOwd 
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tt  A  moment  wlien  I  think  it  impoMiblc  tliat  uny  human 
>Cin^  can  Ausp<vt  mr  of  llit^  rnotivf-d  of  nfliitotioii,  or  that 
lyconcIiK^t  i«  guidpfl  by  views  of  per^tml  ^idv^iiiuge  or  og- 
randl2cincnt* 

The  riglit  hnnounhle  Secretary  concludt^d  inid«  loud  and  cnchu- 
aatio  cheering ;— ihe  Motian  was  negatived  by  276. 

k  — 
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B  MAflTEft  OF  THE  BOLla. 

^rrftHcit  Bvnl«t(  having  tnovt^d  in  th«  Hiiuao  oj'  Commons, 
Mft/th  itb,  1827.  '*  That  the  Hotiac  ih  dcpply  tmpr«iti4Hl  w)tJt 
:be  ncc^ssiiy  of  taking  into  its  immifdiau*  conKidt^rnUui)  tiitf  ^ire- 
lent  Ktiitv  of  ihr  Liws  by  mcnns  of  i^hich  their  Koman  Catholic 
cUow-eiibject£  aie  aflccied  wiUi  civil  dJ8abiljtieA>«1th  a  view  (o 
heir  rdicf  from  tbo  same/'  aiid  die  dittcusiiiur  b«tn^  protracted 
o  a  very  late  period,  xt  wn*  ;iiljourncd  to  the  cnnning  day.  The 
lotiAC  having  iLccordingly  rc-A«Kpiii1>1ed,  Match  6lh,  1327,  and 
^e  debaic  on  ibe  above  motion  being  resumed,  the  ri^bt  bonour- 
b!e  and  learned  Su  Joh«  Coi-lev,  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and 
Icpn-wntativc  frr  the  Urivtrsiiy  of  CnrabrHgc^  dcHvercd  the 
HJovriiL^  peiti|iie4iou[»  Oralioii^ttrpK'te  nilh  hibloTical  iiuthurity, 
l|gumcntaiiv«  eloquence,  and  eccUoup  conatitntionrd  ener^. 


.— A>  the  Rcpreseiitative  of  u  moat  ilintinguishcd  and 
lerc^ua  body  of  constituents — (the  University  of  CaoH 
Lge) — a  great  majority  of  A%!ioin  ftrel  intensely  the  im- 
ttince  of  rc^isLting  any  further  legialiitive  measure  in  favour 
he  Roman  Cutliolics,  1  trust  thai  I  imiy  be  allowed  to 
rcss  iny  opinion  on  the  subject.    It  is  one  which  has  bi^n 

cniivasecd  in  this  House; 
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to  Ulc  urgutuentsi  which  have  been  urged  wiib  rc&pect  to  H. 
llut,  Su',  I   (kv\  that  1  should  l>e  silirinkiiig  IVuu;  %ay  ^uty, 
tliut  1  j(]»>uld  be  deiierting  the  poat  in  wbicU  I  ba^e  bad  ibe 
bonQiiv  to  be  placed,  IT  I  did  not  stute  tbc  grQundi  on  vrlitcb  . 
I  conceive  tbat  I  am  bound  io  opjiosc  tbc  oitttiuii  of  thfij 
boiioiirablc  baionet, 

III  tlii:  i}r;>t  instance,  Sir,  I  congiaLuUte  Uie  Ilou^e  niOstJ 
i»iiicci'dyi  OIL  tbe  tone  of  moderation  and  temper  in  wbichj 
ihcat^  di^ciisMoiis  iuve  been  c^^nducted.     Tbi>  »  ccitAinly,  lal 
a  grcut  measure,  to  be  atlribuled   to   tbe  JidntiraMc  cx£imp)d| 
wbicb  wuH  set  by  tlie  honourable  buroncti     Nothing  couM 
have  been  more  j^roptr — nothing  could  have  been  mure  judi- 1 
clous — thun  tbe  spirit  in  wbicU  be  introduced  tlie  subject  1(m 
llie  consideration  of  tbe  1  louse.     So  much,  m>  prc-cniiiientlyt  i 
do  I  cslimatc  that  tone  and  spirit,  thai  I  trunt,  in  the  whob 
couiHe  of  iheiie  debate:^,  in  every  stage  of  them,  to  their  tei* 
niination,  tbe  f^ame  temper  will  be  invailally  prc^eived. 

Sir,  we  are  ^landing  oti  the  brink  of  a  gre^tt  cibib,     Tbe  | 
eyes  of  tlie  wliule   country  arc   fixed  iipou   u».      'llie   gre^ 
mass  of  the  Protestant  population  of  tbe  empire  ave  lookiDgJ 
an^ioutly  for  ilie  decision  of  tb is  night;  the  Rouian  Catholic; 
po^uJalioii  of  Ireland  are  also  awaiting  it  with  an  Intense  . 
feeling— whatever  may  be   the   issue  of  our  deliheitttiona^l 
whether  it  be  for  good  or  for  evil,  if  that  is:fnc  be  ibc  roulc 
of  culm  iuvciitigtition,  of  fair  !^ttitemeiLt,  of  Ltuanswc ruble  arifu- 
inenC,  and  of  full  coiuide ration,  it  will  he  eutilled  to  tbe 
quiescence  of  tbe  country,  winch,  1  truat,  it  will  receive* 

With  j-espect  to  the  shape  in  wbicb  tbe  i|uestivn  has  bccn^ 
introduced,  it  Is  unnecessary  for  me  to  trouble  tlic  lloutie  with 
any  ob$ervatiun«  upon  it.  From  (he  honourable  baronetai 
own  speech,  and  fiom  tbe  whok  course  of  the  debate  vrbich 
foUovted,  it  b  obviously  intended  that,  In  dntctuuing  (he  pro-^l 
^Obed  rej^olutlDDp  (be  uholc  Hubjrcl  of  further  conce»«ion  to 
(he  Kumai)  Catholics  aball  he  diticuiAcd. 

For  more  thau  twenty  ^eai^,  Sir,  hot  (his  subject  ttgilated 
tbe  empire.     Abundant  informaEion  has  been  obtmned  oo 
the  queiliun.     W'v  now  know  what  arc  the  demands  pf  (he' 
Rvuian  Cdtliolio^,  and  we  know  open  ^vliat  cimdiiioiis  ibcjr 
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are  willing  their  claims  should  be  entertained.  They  ask  to 
be  permitted  to  participate  in  the  legislation  of  the  country. 
They  demand  admission,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  into  all 
the  high  offices  of  government.  That  is  the  hasis  on  which 
we  are  now  to  entertain  the  consideration  of  their  claims. 
Upon  that  basis  rests  the  propriety  of  the  question,  which  we 
are  now  called  on  to  discuss.  ^ 

In  one  respect^  Sir,  our  present  condition  is  rather  novel 
and  extraordinary.  We  have  had  an  additional  evidence,  in 
the  course  of  the  consideration  which  the  question  has  elr- 
cited  throughout  the  empire,  of  the  influence  of  party  feelings^ 
to  close  the  view  and  limit  the  vision  to  one  part  of  any  ob- 
ject which  ia  under  contemplation-  One  fact  is  beyond  the 
pOBsihility  of  doubt.  The  Protestants  are  put  on  their  de* 
fence.  They  have  been  reluctantly  placed  in  that  situation — 
they  are  the  parties  accused — they  are  charged  with  every 
species  of  intolerance,  of  religious  bigotry,  of  oppression; 
and  these  charges  are  preferred  agdnst  them  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  portion  of  the  community  and  their  advocates. 

Sir,  when  gentlemen  tell  us  of  the  laws  which  have  been 
passed,  onerous  to  the  professors  of  the  Roman  Catholic  re* 
li^on — when  they  complain  of  the  severity  of  those  laws, 
they  carefully  keep  out  of  view  the  necessity  which  caused 
their  enactment;  or,  tf  they  touch  upon  it,  they  touch  lightly. 
That  course  is,  towards  this  House,  highly  mischievous — it 
is  false  and  deceptious.  Are  the  feelings  of  reverence,  with 
which  we  regard  the  acts  of  those  who  have  gone  before  us, 
Co  be  outraged  by  our  being  told,  at  this  time  of  day,  that 
our  forefathers  were  oppressors,  and  had  proceeded  in  those 
enactments,  which  have  so  long  been  considered  the  bulwarks 
of  our  civil  and  religious  liberties,  without  adequate  cause? 
Are  we  now,  after  twenty  years'  discussion,  to  be  told,  that 
men  of  great  knowledge,  of  unimpeached  integrity — the  warm 
lovers,  the  most  ardent  friends  and  champions  of  constitU'> 
tional  liberty,  were  bigots,  persecutors,  intolerants,  oppres- 
sors ? 

Without  uttering  one  word,  Sir,  calculated  to  excite  bad 
feeiings»  I  will,  with  the  permission  of  the  House,  review 
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some  of  the  circumstances,  under  vbicli  joertain  of  those  so- 
mtich-complained-of  statutes  became  the  law  of  the  land. 
If  we  advert  to  the  reign  of  Elixabethj  I  aak,  does  uiy  man 
Inippose  that  the  laws  against  pTofeasort  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion,  which  were  then  enacted,  proceeded  an  spe- 
culative conjecture,  on  imaginary  apprehensions,  on  itigges- 
tibns  of  invention?  Is  it  notj  on  the  contrary,  well  known, 
that  those  laws  were  enacted  for  the  express  purpose  of 
keeping  the  Roman  Catholics  of  that  day  in  subjection;  a 
body,  who,  if  they  were  not  kept  in  subjection,  and  etifectiTely 
•controuled,  would  have  overborne  and  oppressed  tliie  Pro- 
testants to  an  extent  far  beyond  all  that  can  now,  with  any 
show  of  truth,  be  imputed  to  the  Protestants  of  the  present 
times.  The  legislators  of  that  day  had  been  close  ohfEervers 
of  what  had  recently  occurred  during  the  short  doininion  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  in  the  reign  of  Mary,  They  hud  been 
all  of  them  actors,  and  some  of  them  suffirers,  in  that  period 
of  horror.  They  lived  in  that  age  when  bigotry  and  intole- 
rance were  triumphant— they  were  spectators  of  the  frightful 
scenes  enacting  in  Prance  i  the  horrible  atrocities  perpetrated 
tbere,  and  also  in  the  Netherlands,  were  before  their  eyes, 
-or  fresh  in  their  remembrance.  The  power  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  of  that  day  was  seen  in  the  full  force  of  its 
srbitrary  and  tyrannical  character.-  And,  the  Rom&q  Catho- 
lics of  that  period  were,  day  by  day,  endeavouring  to  tmder- 
inine  and  to  overthrow  the  government  of  this  country ;  and 
in  connexion  with  one  of  the  most  despotic  and  bigoted 
governments  that  ever  existed  in  the  world— that  of  %»ain— 
to  re-establish  the  system  which  bad  already  proved  so  hos- 
tile to  our  liberties.  To  guard  against  the  recurrence  of 
evils,  the  most  intolerable  by  which  society  can  be  afflicted, 
our  forefathers  enacted  the  laws  against  the  Roman  Catholics. 
I  will  now,  Sir,  pass  to  the  period  of  James,  when  laws 
were  enacted  imposing  upon  Roman  Catholics  the  oath  of 
allegiance  and  other  oaths ;  not  for  the  purpose  of  wounding 
their  feelings,  or  insulting  their  honour,  but  in  t;onseq)ience 
of  an  attempt  which  I  will  not  describe-r-of  a  character  so 
atrodous  and  horrid,  as  to  be  almost  incredible,  were  it  not 
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7f  the  cIcAr  GvideDGC  on  which  its  iruth  wa*  iDcontcbtably 
iteblivhcd  ;  and  ycir  with  ii€COi^AiU€^  sucU  ha  th<:a<fi  prcHMng 
pon  tbi;  condition  of  our  unccntor?^  ihcy  nrc  cliargcO  with 
tolerance  and  bij^otry,  when  they  nicix^ly  proceeded  on 
rinctplcs  of  sctf-dcfcncG- 

From  tbia  period^  aiHl  tliM  countr^%  I  will  pa^  to  nn  earlier 

ijf  and  to  another  Und*     1  will  refer  yoUf  Sir>  in  ju;»tiilcA^ 

>n  of  the  Protcatnnts  who  are  churgcd  with  bigotrj  and 

tolerance^  for  bnving  pani^cd  the  lavn  rc«pGCtii»g  the  RoniAn 

itholicB — to  the  occurrences  in  Ireland,  in  ibe  reign  uf 

uries  l.t  in  the  year  ICii^  wbeu  insurrection  and  muai^icrc 

luged,  I  Diay  »nyt  ib&t  unhappy  country  with  blood,  and 

caflioned  scenes  of  devaatation  and  horror  more  extcii!»ivc 

tti  the  imnginatlon  of  man  U  capable  of  couceUInfjt     la  it 

Ddcrful  that  with  »ucb  ticciicB  belong  thern,  and  wiuie»»iug 

^  peraevcdi)^  attenipt^  which  wctc  tuadc  by  the;  Roman 

tliolics  of  that  period  to  obtain  prcdomiiiADCc,  men  at~ 

\hci  to  the  Uwj( — ui en  of  upright  And  honourable  mindi — 

n  imbiicd  with  the  principles  of  stutc&Ukcn,  ^huvild  feel 

LEuaelves  imperatively  called  upon  to  enact  Uuk— of  Kc^icnty 

pou  will — but  luws  which  wevc  cjdcukted  to  rcpit'ss  tike 

I  of  which  so  juAt  uii  n|>prehcii«ioik  wa^  entciiuiucd. 

will  nowj  Sir,  witb  the  penuiaj^tuii  <jf  the  Iluuae,  revi^t 

he  period  uf  the  Ucvulutivn,  when  in  cunvetjucncu  of  va- 

ja  achetues  which  wurv  evidently  concerted  for  tlic  jntr- 

C  of  introducing  tlie  Uomai^  Catholic  religion  into  thv 

atry,  and  ju»t  as  aomc  of  tho«c  «chcmcstlbdl  c\ciled  wclt- 

Uled  and  ejk.trenie  aWtu  in  the  mind  uf  every  Protestant, 

Ltipe  for  execution,  JaniCK  the  Second  wub  driven  from 

ihrotie-     It  v/at  ilirii  that  our  ancestors  luaUe  a  noble 

d  for  lUlr^tmH  that  \^e  ahould  never  dc»i>rt  nor  ditiown — 

B  thvn,  that  our  constitution  v^av  eatubliahed  on  priiici-^ 

na  free  a»  ever  diatuigui&hcd  a  political  iiiNtitulioJi. 

jQiy,  Sir,  biivc  I  adverted  to  these  facts?     God  forbid 

fp»hould  aacnbe  tu  the  Uouian  Catholics  of  the  present 

,  prin;;iples  Buch  as  ihe^e,  which  are  known  to  have  been 

'ea^ed  and  acted  upon  hy  th^   Homun  Catholics  of  the 

utcvjith  ceQtury.    The  sole  object  which  1  have  h;id  iii 
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rindples.  Prove  to  roc  ihnt  vihnt  the  lulvocfttcs  of  the 
omnn  Catholtca  pTO]ioa(-*  ti>  bo  <)onc>  may  be  tLccomplishod 
Uh  perfect  security  Co  ouisclven,  and  no  mdividiuil  would 
ore  Htr«iiuouft1y  endeavour  to  rcmorc  the  exclusion  of  which 
cycompUuDr  than  he  who  now  luis  the  lion<»ur  of  addrcw 
g  yon. 

\Vg  hftrc  been  told,  Str^  and  certainly  with  some  plausi* 

lity  auiL  npjjcararicc  of  ttutli,  of  the  great  constGUatioii  of 

-n  of  geiuud,  (akntat  experience,  and  9tiite«mcn-Uk«r  roindt 

which  the  cttuiie  ef  the  Roman  Catliolica  has  been  nup- 

rtcd-     I  confe»»,  Sir,  tliat  wht;ii  i  coiitcmphite  all  Uic  cii* 

instances  which  have  attended  that  support,  I  do  not  feel 

prea^eO  b^  the  aiithontics  to  which  allusion    lian    bet*ti 

dc     On  the  coDlrary,  1  trust  1  aball  be  able  to  Hfttj!»fy  tho 

lusc — 1  am  sure    1  have  satitiried  utyself — that  the  great 

1   difltinguiftbcd    authoriLlen  whidi   liavi:    been  citt^d,  are 

rry  one  of  them  on   my  side,  and  would  have  concurred 

It  me  to-night,  hi  the  view  which  I  am  takiirg  of  thisitn- 

tant  quc^Eion. 

iVe  ari?  told,  Sir,  that,  in  resisting  concesaions  to  the 

nan  Cutlioltca,  wv  an-  opponin^  ourseWeit  lo  the  doctrines 

principles  of  Mr.  Piti.     I  well  retnvmber  a  speech  la 

I  House  of  that  emint;nt  individual,  hi  which  vnc  of  the 

mineuL  topics  was,  that  ihe  Roman  Cjitholic  cUims  could 

nore  easily  carried  into  eJI'ect  as  a  step  iuimetliatcly  L'on^ 

lent  upon  the  Union  with  Ireland,  than  under  any  pre* 

rs  comlition  of  the  two  countries,  and  for  tht:i  reaiion,  that 

proportion  of  Roman  Catholics  would  be  to  much  less 

lie  United  l*arlidmtnt,  than  could  liave  been  in  that  of 

uid  previou:4  to  the  Uiiioiu     But,  Sir,  1  also  remeuiber 

,  ID  terms  too  clear  und  explicit  to  admit  of  unscake,  Mr. 

Bdded,  that  he  could  concede  theh  clainis  to  tlit?  Romao 

loUca  only  on  what  he  should  bo  satUfaciorily  and  firmly 

inured,  were  sufliclent  and  adequate  ^curitics — sccunties 

iflbould  place  beyond  risk,  the  Frotcstunt  religion  and 

^shment — security   against  domestic    efforta    dirtjcteitl 

§  subversion — security  against  any  sjieclcs  of  foreigci  ii 

security  again&t  the  efiects  of  the  uuitcd  &iid 
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Prote  to  Die  ibat  wlut  tho  adfocain  of  tb* 
.  propo«e  to  l>e  done,  majr  be  vwomptifthed 
1}  to  ourecUcs,  atid  no  tiidividtuil  would 
r  endeavour  to  remove  the  exclusion  of  which 
.  be  who  now  has  the  honour  of  wldresiH 
-  J   -  ii   * 
,  told,  Sir,  ftml  certntnly  with  itomc  pbuaU 
of  truth,  of  tlic  great  contttclbtion  of 
ntfl,  ex|)enencc,  and  stAteuncn-like  mtndv 
of  Uie  Roman  Cothoiica  has  btcti  »up- 
.  Sir,  that  whni  1  contempLitc  all  the  cir- 
haveuUvndcd  dial  support,  1  do  not  feel 
e  authorities  to  which  allusion  \uis   been 
ontrary,  I  tru^t  I  shall  be  able  to  Aattsfy  the 
re  I  hare  Mitbficd  myself^  thnt  tho  great 
I  J   authorities  which  have  been  ciUrd,  are 
on  my  side,  and  would  have  concurred 
iin  the  Tivw  which  I  aiu  taking  of  this  im- 

llr,  that,  in  reftbtinji  concesflbns  to  the 
pve  aw  opposing  ounMrUcf  to  the  doctrines 
Mr,  Pilt.     I  well  renHnnbcr  u  speech  in 
t  emmeut  imtividual,  in  which  one  of  the 
AS,  that  tlic  lloman  Catholic  claims  could 
led  into  cflcet  an  a  step  immediately  coii- 
'nioci  with  Ireland,  than  under  any  pro- 
ve two  countries^  and  for  tliis  rcaflon^  tlmt 
sQiiian  Catholics  would  be  so  much  less 
attiem,  than  could  have  been  in  that  of 
the  Union*     But,  Sir,  I  also  remember 
arand  explicit  to  admit  of  inistakt^r  Mr. 
-ould  concede  their  claims  to  the  Roman 
uit  be  should  be  satisfactorily  and  finnly 
Ticntand  adequate  securities— sccuritlea 
ynnd  risk  the  Protestant  rclipon  and 
ly    afcainst  domcslic    efforts    dtnrcled 
mrity  agfliniit  any  specie*  of  foreij^n  in- 
bst  the  eflccts  of  tJte  united  and  com- 
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vi«w,  bas  been  to  sbow  Uie  foundation  of  the  laws  b;  which 

the  llotuaii  Catholics  liave  been  at  various  times  restramed. 

From  the  Revolution  ilown  to  the  present  perbil,  tliiwie  laws, 

I  as  far  as  they  related  to  political  power^  have  been  gradujilly 

diminished  in  Beverily,     Many  of  the  oaehs  by  which  persoiks, 

|>rofessing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  were  prevented  from 

I  tftijoying  various  civil  advaatages,  (oaths  highly  proper  nl  the 

lUme  at  which  they  were  enacted,)  have  been  abrogated. 

It  is  most  material,  Sir,  that  we  should  distinguish  between 
[Avhat  we  are  called  upon  to  do,  and  whtit  we  are  not.     AVe 
I  mvc  not  called  upon  tg  repeal  laws  which  proscribe  the  (wr- 
sons,  confiscate  the  properties,  or  controul  the  conscience 
cf  our  fellow-subjects.     We  are  called  to  confer  political 
power  on  a  clas^,  whose  principles,  c??perie<kce  has  caught  us, 
p-nre  adverse  lo  liberty  and  constitutional  government-    The 
laws,  which,  if  existing  in  the  present  day,  migiit  justly  be 
esteemed  oppressive  and  severe,  agaiiifit  persons  professing 
the  Komen  Catholic  rehgion,  have,  eveiy  one  of  them,  long 
since  been  abrogated.     We  are  not,  therefore,  as  has  been 
niost  incorrectly  stated,  called  on  to  repeal  penalties,  and  re* 
move  disabihties,  but  to  consider  n  question  of  mere  policy, 
a  question  of  expediency.    The  question  is,  whether  wo  shall 
l-lake  that  one  further  step  which  the  honourable  baronet  ad- 
1  'vocates  ?     Can  we,  in  common  prudence,  admit  into  politicml 
power,  pcraons  profesHug  tlie  Roman  Catholic  religion?    It 
is  rephcd,  that  tboy  arc  already  in  possession  of  political 
power,  and  that  reply,  1  regret  to  say,  ta  already  too  exten- 
sively founded  in  truth. 

Then,  Sir,  the  question  la  not  whether  we  shall  adnul 

them  into  any  degree  of  political  power,  hut  whether  we 

ahall  elevate  them  into  legislators,  and  into  the  high  and  rt- 

iBponiibie  offices  of  the  state?     1  repeat,  Sir,  that  it  is  en- 

■tbely  ff  question  of  pohcy  and  expediency.     I  must  freely 

I'Aud  cordially  acknowledge  thai,  if  Roman  C'ntholicr^  can  be 

admitted   into   the  legislature,  and  into  ihc  cabinet,  with 

i*afcty  to  civil  liberty,  and  security  to  the  Protestant  religion 

and  establiahincnt,  they  are  entitled  to  such  admission.    I 

discuss  this  subject  on  no  nanow  grounds;  on  no  bigotod 
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bi|4es.  PK»ve  io  roe  Uut  wUai  Ifae  ailrocalc^  or  tl» 
iftii  C«tholic»  propose  to  he  dope,  tnnj  be  Bccotvplifthcd 
ci-fcct  »ecunt>  to  ourM-Jrc^  amJ  ih>  uiditUJual  would 
trcmMnuly  eculcavoujr  torvbovotheexduMonor  wbkh 
Dtnplaii)^  dion  he  «rbo  now  baa  the  Iioodut  of  ttJdran- 

I  bute  been  lolJ,  Sir,  kimI  ccxlAutly  vriih  vumc  pUost- 

itnl  appeairauc^:  uf  truth,  of  the  great  constelUtbon  of 

tofgeiuus,  Uilcatj,  expcri«ftoer  ^nd  sli-itcimcn-likt:  muid> 

zU  tJie  cjiuH^  of  Uic  Ronun  Cathohcs  has  been  itup* 

I  confess.  Sir,  tliat  when  I  coDteiD|^ie  all  ih«  cir- 

Doe»  which  have  atieiidcU  thiit  sup^Kirt,  I  do  0Ot  fed 

by  llic  uulhorilu^  tu  which  allo»ion   bw    bcCB 

On  tbc  Gontmr)-,  I  trust  I  shall  be  abto  to  utisQr  tho 

-I  unsure   I  hnvc  sstLsfled  uiyself— ihttt  the  gmK 

Btiagubhed   mithoritio  nihicb   hdive   been  cited*  an 

)<oiie  of  them  on  my  iiidct  and  would  have  concurred 

jfmc  lO'iiigbt,  hi  tho  view  which  I  am  taking  of  tbb  im^ 

L  4^Li4;:itton. 

itrc  told,  Sir,  that,  in  rtsistuig  concessions  to  die 
Catholics,  we  are  op}>o»iiig  ourfelrcs  to  the  doctrines 
principles  of  Atr*  Plii.  I  well  remember  a  speech  tn 
House  of  tliac  eminent  individualt  hi  which  ane  of  the 
llncnC  topic*  wa*.  tlint  the  Roman  Csthulic  cUtniii  could 
pre  Q^&Wy  carried  mto  effect  as  a  step  immediately  eon- 
^t  upon  the  Union  with  Ireland,  than  under  any  pre- 
I  condition  of  the  two  countries,  and  for  this  reason,  that 
Icoportiun  of  Homan  Catholics  would  be  so  mucli  kss 
pltViliied  Pnriiainent,  than  could  have  been  in  that  of 
pA  prcTious  to  tho  Union.  Dut^  Sir,  1  also  remember 
jin  tenns  too  clear  and  explicit  to  admit  of  mistake,  Mr. 
|dded,  that  he  could  concede  thetr  claims  co  the  Roman 
i>Uc8  only  on  what  he  i^houM  he  satisfactorily  and  firmly 
Inced,  were  sulliclcnt  and  adequate  securities— securities 

Jliould  place  beyond  risk  the  Protcfttant  religion  UJid 
ishmcnt'-secuHty  agutnst  domestic    eftbrts    directed 
I  subversion— security  against  any  iipecies  of  foreign  in- 
B—ftecurity  against  the  effect*  of  the  uuitcd  and  cora- 
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bined  apirit  by  which  it  was  kncwn  that  Roman  Catb 
were  actuated- 

This  was  the  langitage  held  by  Mr,  Pitt ;  and  I  find  that 
great  smcesnian'a  opinion  confirmed  by  the  authority  of  my 
Lord  GrenviUe.  That  noble  lord  declared,  that  we  tnust 
have  adequate  security  for  the  Protestant  religion  agoinsC 
foreign  influence.  ^Yliat  was  the  security  which  was  pre* 
sent  to  the  mind  cf  Lord  Orenville,  and  without  which  hfl 
would  not  accede  to  the  Roman  Catholic  claiim  Z  The  Veto ; 
the  investing  ofthe  ero»'n  with  a  veto  on  the  appointment  ot' 
Bonian  Catholic  bishops-  Sir,  I  do  not  say  that  wu  an 
insufficient  security.  1  do  nol  pronounce  nn  opinion  on  iU 
adequacyj  or  inadequacy^  in  any  form;  but  1  am  now  con- 
tending for  the  principle  of  securities,  and  f  merely  mention 
the  fact  incidentally,  to  show  that  Lord  GrenviUe  took  bis 
stand  upon  the  understood  prini^iplcs  of  security,  and  that, 
unk^ss  Pnrliament  could  be  satistied  of  the  adequacy  of  thai 
security,  the  noble  lord  was  pi-c*pnrod  to  r^iat  conces^ona in 
every  form-  When  1  am  told,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Pitt  and 
lionl  GreuTillc  are  great  authorities  against  ntc^  1  deny  it; 
because  the  only  ground  on  which  either  of  those  fltaleamen 
etpres£cd  their  readiness  to  acquiesce  in  the  Komiui  Catho- 
lic claims,  was  a  distinct  understanding  that  sufficient  >ecuricy 
should  he  afforded  to  tli«  Protestant  religion  and  establish- 
ment-—(Cheers.) 

Tliere  is  another  nanio»  Sir,  that  has  been  frequently  at 
Inded  to,  an  individual  of  unimpeuched  political  integrity,  of 
great  enthusiitsm,  of  distinguished  eloquence;  I  moan  the 
late  Mr.  Grattan.  Now  1  reter  with  confidence  to  theopi* 
nion  of  Mr.  Grfittan ;  for  there  exists  not  the  Khadow  of  a 
doubt,  that,  upon  investigation,  he  will  he  found  to  profess 
the  same  doctrines  iks  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  GrcnviUo,  namely, 
that  adequate  security  for  the  Protestant  religion  was  indis* 
pen^able,  and  that  the  danger  of  forei^rn  iuHueiioe  diould  be 
scrupuiou.4y  guanlrd  iif^atnsl,  1  have  a  paper  lyiog  before 
tne,  to  which  I  would  particularly  refer,  were  it  not  that  Ido 
not  wish  to  tre^ipass  upon  the  |)atience  of  the  lIou»e,  in 
which  Mr.  Gruttmi  declarer,  that  when  the  Konian  Catho- 
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s  «Ak  for  political  power,  the  Protestantit  liJive  a  right  it» 
Diand   Kccuritcc^,  ami  uuIckh  aOv(|u;ite  Mcurity  be  givcD» 
9  Roman  CatlioUcs  van  vet  up  no  jiut  litk  to  potiiicaJ  int- 
itiitjes.     So  much  for  ibe  upiniijti  of  Mr,  Graiuui. 
The  authority  of  a  ituI))^  1or<l,  Sir,  now  no  uiura — 1  mean 
}lal€  Marciuiv  of  Luiiiloiiderr)' — hus  been  frt^iucntly  rc- 
red  to  ns  hostile  to  the  vicwTf  of  tbgso  who  h»vc  felt  it 
^irduty  to  make  a  st^Lnd  agaii]!>t  conccHfiion.     Tbcaiitbo- 
r  of  that  noble  lord  tu  thU  lloui^e — the  Indutfiice  wblcli  he 
oyeil   ainl  cicrctsed — the  per^nal  rt^gard  wUb  which  be 
rcmlly  ijij»piri'd  hi»  collcnguc»  and  aKsociatev,  will  not 
dily  be   for^ottun  ;  i»(ill  Ic^ij  in  it  likely  to  be  forgotten, 
I  there  never  was  an  individual  more  heai'ty  and  Jtcaloos 
Fitpport  of  llotimn  Cutholtc  duiiiii*,  than  tlie  late  Martjuis 
[lOndoiiderry.     BiUvhat,  Sir,  was  the  languagi^  nhtcb  bd 
ibrmly  lieUl  ?   '*  \Vc  iuum  have  security— noi  tlic  :^ecur!iy 
)aibs  alone — ve  must  have  real  power,  real  fiubstaiitial  se* 
it/,  ngiiimi  fori^i^ti  intliieiicer  and  (he  [M-culbr  tcnirts  of 
Romnn  CatlioUc  lailh/'     1  b^ve  now  ilone,  Sir,  with  do- 
led authorities.    Of  all  the  use  which  1  could  havede* 
it  to  n)ake  of  them,  it  has  been  fully  in  my  power  lo  &vad 
lelf. 

now  coine.  Sir,  to  our  own  times,  ami  to  the  indivjcluals 
J  and  amongst  us,  who  have  ulvocaled  iho  Uonian  C^- 
bc  claims,  I  conic  to  mj  right  honourabb  friend,  the 
Wiary  of  State  for  Foreign  A^airs  (Mr.  Caimhig),  who 
ma  tbift  Hou^t",  atid  whom  1  rejolci^  to  meet  here  in  ro- 
Itetl  hcaUh.  I  am  furc  thAtmy  right  honourable  friend'a 
lour  and  love  of  tnitb  will  induce  bJin  to  allow  that  be 
repeatedly.  1  may  ^ny  over  and  over  again,  declared  in 
Hou^e,  that  lio  could  never  think  of  making  such  ron- 
lons  lo  the  Komnn  Catholics  as  would  invest  ihrm  with 
ical  power  and  authority,  unless  he  felt  fortided  the  secu- 
S[ain9C  foreign  influence  wsis  most  ample  and  satisi^ic- 
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*otn  this  great  authority,  Sir,  I  pass  to  my  right  honour- 

fdend.  who,  on  a  recent  occasion,  so  splendidly  di;^tin- 

ted  himself — I  mean  the  Attorney  Oeneral  for   Ireland 
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(Mr.  Plunkett).  At  whut  jxiriod  of  Ins  political  life  did  he 
ever  sanction  concessions  to  the  Uoman  CatUohcs,  upon  fltnjr 
oilier  teims  tban  those  contended  for  by  the  other  gmt 
names  to  which  I  have  referred  ?  Ha^  he  not  unifonnly 
called  out  for  security'^  Has  he  ever  ceased  to  maintain 
that  the  I'roE&stant  religion  and  estabUshment  should  be  fro* . 
tectedf  Who,  then,  will  question  thai  thc*o  juitliorities 
areoftbc  greatest  weight,  anJ  that  the  individuals  nov  ex- 
istiDgjWho  have  expressed  the  opinioDs  that  I  h&ve  quc)ted, 
are  forever  disabled  fromdisi»ensing  with  securities,  without 
contradtctiDg  their  pledges  ?  Tbey  are  unavoitlably  bounii, 
if  they  be  consistent,  to  take  the  same  view  of  the  subject 
that  1  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  present  to  the  House,  and  lo 
resist  to  the  utmost  every  claim  of  the  Uoman  Catholio,  ex- 
cept upon  the  principle  of  security. — (Loud  cheering,) 

JMay  1  now,  ^ir,  be  punnitted  to  refer  to  the  history  of  the 
securities,  or  rather  to  the  vain  and  delusive  offers  of  securi:; 
with  which  the  confidence  of  Roman  Catholic  a<lvocaCe«  hu 
from  time  to  time  been  abu.sed ;  and  let  us  see  whetlier  tlicy 
were  really  sincere  when  they  declared  their  readiness  to 
give  security,  l^t  ys,  from  the  year  1808,  down  to  tlie 
present  time^  lairly,  impartially,  and  en  nd  idly  consider  tlic 
subject  of  securities ;  and  if  wc  can  lay  our  handis  upon  our 
hearts^  and  say  that  we  truly  believe  they  have  evinced  any 
sincere  disposition  to  meet  the  I'rolestants,  and  to  give  that 
security,  without  which  political  power  can  never  be  safely 
confeiTed  on  Roman  Catholics  ? 

AVhat,  Sir,  are  the  facts  ?  In  the  year  1 808,  a  proposition  ^ 
respecting  securities  was  oflcrcd  by  the  Roman  Catholics, 
Mr-  Grattan  came  down  to  this  House,  aj>d  stated  tliat, 
in  consequence  of  communications  which  he  had  with 
some  of  tbe  heads  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  he  was 
propaied  to  oiler,  on  their  lichalf,  such  seciu'itics  as  would 
take  from  the  concc^^ion  of  their  demands,  all  the  danger 
that  the  most  Umid  could  apprehend,  A  measuie  founded 
on  that  principle  of  security  waa  introduced ;  but  a  very 
abort  lime  had  elapsed  before  Mr.  Grattan  wjlji  compelled  to 
declare^  in  liis  place  in  i'arUancQtt  tliat  the  authority  wit 
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bidi    tlic  RoniAii  Catholic  Freklcs  li«d  invested  biDi,  to 

mak  ilicir  8eialu]ciit«  on  Llidr  Lwlmir,  lia<l  Wen  wit]idruvrit» 

TiVlteu  la±»t  1  had  tLe  lionour  of  addn^isMiig  ihe  IIduw,'' 

id  Mi<  Graltao,  with  tliat  waroith  of  feeling  uliicli  wa»  pe- 

Uartoliioi, — "wheiiWt  Ilimd  tlic  Iiqiidui  tif  JLddiM^iitg  tlie 

ouse  ui  behalf  of  \he  Catholic  cUinie,  I  ibcit  sIeiIolI  that 

e  Cdtbolicitwere  wUliii^  to  cuuccde  tu  lii^  IVIujee^ty,  the  nghL 

vvU>  on  the  Cutliolu:  nuDuiitftioii  of  their  UUhopsi.     I  imi 

rrjr  to  say,  ihst  1  cuiinut  tiow  aflirm  that  micli  Arc  the  sen- 

tcntv  of  the  Roiiiati  Catholics  of  Ireland  upon  that  subject, 

betlicr  I    have  niisiiT formed  thi;  Houi^u,  or  the  Catholics 

re  been  gutlty  of  retmction,  i&  u  (|deiition  which  1  ahnR 

far  agiUitc,  it  behig  uiy  Gxcd  priiicipk-  never  1o  Oefeiid 

self  at  the  expeiuie  of  niy  country  .*'     The  circom^tanccs 

Jer  which  chiK  retraction  occurred,  I  will  by  and  b;  bring 

lev  the  consul  c  rat  ion  uf  thellounc. 

Javing,  Sir,  detailed  the  particulars  of  tlicir  first  retrac> 

Ij  I  hIioU  how  bfin^  under  the  i;uEi»idDration  of  the  IIoums 

next  uircum!(tance  m  wlncb   the   f;xpccLd.tiuti3  of  their 

ods  were  disappointed.     In  the  yeur  1813,  Mr.  Grattan, 

Diijmietiun  with  my  rij;ht  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Canning), 

light  in  aiioditr  bill,  fouudetl  on  |]rlnci|jlva  of  veuuritj*, 

ncoted    with   the  uppointitient  of  the  Ilouian  Catholic 

Eiop$,  giving  the  ^nme  icto  to  the  crown,  und  thi?  same 

troul  10  tlje  government,  in  th;tt  appointment.     It  vfos  de- 

h1  by  them,  that  thin  was  the  only  security  they  had  to 

r;  that  they  considered  it  ample  and  sufficient;  and  that 

U  only  hi  consideration  of  that  ^ecuiilyr  they  would  re-^ 

nieiu]   the    adoption   of  the  tnenaure.     Through  every 

^  of  ihut  bill,  did  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishops  permit 

Orattun  to  speak  in  their  name  and  their  behalf>     But 

re  the  bill  hod  gone  through  its  respective  stages,  whea 

Tjicasare  was  on  the  point  of  compilation^  what  was  tlie 

it     The  Roman  Catholic  Bifhops  held  a  meetiitgf  in 

b  they  condemned    the    proposed   concessions;    when 

retracted,  iilleglngf  that  the  veto  would  place  thcni  ui  a 

t instead  of  u  better  position;  and  would  revUe  all  the 

le  Penal  hawB  in  their  most  intolerable  ethane.     In 
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coiuequence  of  their  refusal  to  adhere  to  the-pledge  vhick 
they  bad  thus  a  second  Uine  giTOQ,  the  measure  was  lost  id 
this  House,  aud  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  were  leA  in 
the  same  state  as  before.  Havmg  stated  so  much  of  the  his- 
tory of  securities,  1  will,  passing  OTer  the  intermediate  period^ 
come  down  at  once  from  the  year  1813  to  16^,  In  order  to 
ahow  that  the  Roman  Catholica  of  the  present  day  have,  not 
ooly  no  greater  disposition  than  their  predecessora  to  give 
the  securities  which  are  required  of  them,  but  when  I  think 
it  will  be  most  evident  that  tbey  then  evinced  a  detecminatioD 
to  give  no  security  whatever. 

Sir,  let  us  not  be  charged  with  bigotry  and  intoterane^ 
when  we  say,  that  we  are  willing  to  adnut  the  Ronuui  Catbo- 
lica  to  political  power,  if  we  have  suffident  security  that  we 
can  do  so  without  danger  to  the  State,  or  detriment  to  tlu 
Constitution ;  for  such  is  the  language  that  haa  been  held  by 
all  the  illustrious  men  who  have  discussed  the  saLgect,  Iff 
can  satisfy  the  House  that  there  is  no  dispositiou  or  inclina- 
tioD  on  the  part  of  the  Roman  Catholics  to  concede  any 
securities,  what  right  have  they  to  complain  of  us  ibr  refiisiog 
to  concede  their  claims?  The  pledges  which  they  haie 
repeatedly  given,  tbey  have  aa  repeatedly  forfeited-  And,  J 
will  ask,  are  we  not  bound  to  act  with  extreme  caution  when 
we  find  Ihem  slipping  out,  one  after  another,  from  the  pledges 
they  had  given,  in  the  expectation,  probably,  that  when  the 
legislature  and  the  government  are  no  longer  able  to  resist 
them,  all  will  be  granted  without  qualifications,  and  their 
claims  acceded  to  on  their  own  terms  ? 

The  discussion  of  18^  must  be  fresh  in  the  recollection  of 
all  who  hear  me.  It  is  now  known.  Sir,  that  tbe  securities 
then  talked  of  were  perfectly  delusive.  New  securities  were, 
at  difierent  times,  proposed,  and  alterations  made  id  them,  as 
must  be  known  to  every  gentleman  having  any  thing  like  a 
competent  acquaintance  with  the  subject.  Why,  Sir,  with- 
out adverting  further  to  the  alterations  and  omissions  made 
in  these  proposed  securities,  I  will  take  the  Uberty  to  allude 
to  one  which  never  could  have  been  the  result  of  accident  or 
inadvertence*    1  mean  that  most  remarkable  di^rence  which 
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tcura  In  the  wQrdb^  of  thi;  onih  proposed  in  tl)ti  UU  fif 

)25,  to  be  In  future  aJiiiliutiU-red  tu  It<Fiiiuii  Cuthulicn, — tJiat 

twt  reitiarkabltt  oniUaiviir  ah  cutitiaitled  witli  tbc  Ciith  of 

Pift     Id  thv  outli  iai}iu»cd  t>>-  tliu  Act  cif  HIJ^,  there  i«  4 

lUKc,  vrtiich  maku»  wcry  Rumnii  CutW!c,   whc  Imldti  a 

ice  under  the  opcralton  oflliat  Htiitute,  b'md  luiii^elf  in  the 

);»t  hok^mf)  iiwuiiii:!'  Uiut  he  uU)  uot  i\v,  or  nlUrtiipt  to  do, 

ythutg  cidculiUird  to  altt^r,  or  iiiUfrfere  with,  the  rvtabhshcd 

i  exiting  Cdiidition  of  property  in  Irduiul.     f?ir,  is  it  not 

rtdc  «trnn|^o  tUnt  this  provision,  ao  necessary  in  coiiae<]ueiiC6 

H  liDi  is  now  knovrji  witb  respect  to  tlic  hopes  of  tJic  lioman 

tboUc  purty, — t»u  indbpt^ii sable  to  the  wt:n-Lcitig  of  the 

iif,  iuhI  which  fontift  the  inotit  luiportatit  uiid  viUil  psrt  of 

'  nth  of  17V3,  shouli],  in  16^5,  be  wholly  omitted,   (Loud 

fcriiig-) 

iifp  in  the  oadi  oT  I7i)3,  are  tlietw  nemaikable  vrords:— 

do  Awear  thut  I  will  ileft-od,  to  the  uliootit  of  my  power, 

arntnfjeiuents  of  property  urithhi  lliisi  nuihn,  aveat^bUHhed 

law/     Thin  la  the  prt>vi;i]o]i,  ^uid  the  ncciensary  provi^noiij 

tatned  in  the  otith  of  17^3.    Every  body  who  knowv  ntiy" 

1^  of  tlie  hiscory  uf  licUiid ;  every  body  whu  knov^  aiiy- 

y  of  ihe  piottfdirjgs  tipoii  this  i^ueBlioii,  or  of  the  cvi* 

:e  ^'i^t^u  before  u  committee  oC  Uiis  Houh;,  au  well  n% 

fc  tht;  Hoosc  of  IriOrdc^^  must  feel  movC  iicn^Mbly  how  itti- 

AdC  is  the  provision  contnined  in  thi$  o»t1).     Aro  wc  not 

n  that  that  oath  was  aduuttcdr  u(  that  pcnod,  as  an  «ddr 

d  B«curity  to  the  Protest^nit  Church?     If  chfit  wt;te   a 

HMiry  clause  and  pruviaiuu  in  the  oath  of  l"9J,  why  was 

vn  omitted  ?     AgaiiiT — I  say,  will  not  the  UQuae  be  aniii- 

id  to  icarn  thatf  in  the  hill  of  18^5,  the  whole  of  this 

ision  wa^  omitted?     Wa^  the  onii^^ioii  ui&de  advij»eJly 

lelilveratety  ?     Was  it  merely  the  eOect  of  accident,  or 

dilTerence ;  or  wus  it  ilte  resnil  of  deep-Uid  deM^n  ?     I 

kthctciv  no  manner  of  doubt,  that  this  can  be  con^dered 

E  a  deviation  of  Roman  CadioUc  professiun&p     If  so,  I 

bere    is  the  power*  or  the  wish,  ou  their  part,    to 

the  additional  aeciuity  which  we  are  eotillcd  to  dc- 
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I  will  now.  Sir,  advert  lo  another  circuma^tance,  and  direct 
tlic  atUrntion  of  tbc  House  lo  a  differem  part  of  the  oath- 
by  wbicb  it  wait  provided,  that  the  person  accepting  o 
sbouU  fiwcar  as  follows : — "  1  do  solemnly  «wi-ar,  lliat  I  vilJ 
Dot  exercise  nay  privilege,  to  which  I  am  or  may  become  cn- 
tiilcd^lo  disturb  and  veflken  the  Protestant  liclij^on  aod 
Prote^CAnt  Government  in  tJiis  kingdom/'  ImmediatcK  after 
thifl  oath  was  published  and  circulated,  a  Uoinan  Catholic 
Commentary  wa£  also  published  and  circulated^  By  this 
commentary  it  wag  emleavoured  to  show,  thnl  tlie  oath  would 
not  be  violated,  if  both  the  conditions  were  not  broken. 
thiLl,  according  to  this  inlcrpietation,  you  must  not  "  wealti 
by  mejin)i  of  difiturbing,  but  you  may  weaken  by  any  otiier 
means  in  your  power,  liy  thb  Jesuitical  inicrprctation, 
was  meant  to  coiivty  to  the  Roman  Cjttholics,  that  ex 
they  disturbed^  ti«  wcl!  iis  weakened,  the  Protestant 
blishmentf  they  did  not  break  their  oatli;  and  it  was  ad^ 
"  if  this  is  not  the  meaning  of  this  provision,  the  j^^tipulat 
cannot  he  admitted."  Wlial  will  the  Ilou-'fc  tliink^  when 
inform  it,  that^  in  the  oath  proposed  iu  l&f5,  ita  frai 
takings  no  doubt,  the  hint  contained  in  the  Ingenious  G 
mentary  of  1793,  had  entirely  omitte<l  the  word  "  we^k' 
Should  we,  out  of  deference  to  the  feelings  bih]  prcjudkeB 
the  Roman  Cutliolic^,  when  we  cull  upon  tlicm  to  give 
security,  omit  from  the  oath  a  stipulation  that  b  an  e«<eni 
foundation  for  our  security  t  (Loud  cheetiug.) 

Uavingf  Sir,  culled  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this 
material  omission,  I  nhall  pa^s  over  the  other  less  import 
omlsaioiu.  Tbia  WAM  the  oath.  What  additional  seeuriJ 
was  it  pruposed  co  nflTord  the  Prcte^ant  EstablUhment  in 
Church  and  Stite  ?  Something  was  said  with  respect  to  tite 
Roman  Catholic  Ulsbops,  and  a  certiHcalc  of  loyalty ;  but  this 
waj(  after  the  election*  Sir,  is  there  any  human  being  who 
docs  not  feel  the  enlin:  ridicule  of  stjch  a  proposidont^i 
there  au  individiud,  who  acts  upon  the  principle  that  sceoritj 
is  essential  or  necessary^  that  can  consider  this  oflTer  u  an 
adequate  security  to  us  Protestant?  against  the  justly  dreaded 
dangers  of  foreign   in teife react  ?      To  guard  against   tllft 
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Ulgnlt}',  ihe  perils  of  foreign  inter rertrticc,  and  foreign  coN 
ftspondencc,  what  U  tlie  security  ottered  t  Nooe  whatever, 
icoept  that  the  corrcf-pondcnce  between  Ireland  and  the 
bpal  Sec,  should  undergo  the  iiupenision  of  the  Reman 
Athotio  bishops.  Thetc  wt^vv  the  sccurTties  proposed  to  be 
fordcHl  us  by  ihe  bill  of  18^. 

It  may  be  said^  it  is  unfair  for  me  to  enter  now  into  » 

miMHion  of  tbe  merits  or  ilemetit^  of  th^it  bilh     Sir,  i  I«tc 

1  such  intention,  nnd  I  am  not  doinj;  ^o.     Hut  I  fo«1  I  am 

titled  to  »rry,  that  that  bill,  wliich  had  received  the  utmost 

re  tend  consideration  of  the   Koman  Cathotics  and  their 

rocateft,  may  be  eon^idnn'd  a*  conlaininjj  all  tbc  security 

their  power  to  oftcr»     What^  iheHf  shall  we  say^  when  we 

A  this  to  be  their  ulthn/rtum  f    Am  1  not  authorized  in 

blaring,  that  they  liavc  it  not  in  their  power  to  give  ii« 

^testonts  any  sdequatD  security  for  the  concofisions  sought 

be  obtained  V     Is  it  necensAry  to  go  into  a  laboured  and 

^thened  detail  on  ihift  sLhjcet?     1  thtnk  Tiot^ 

The  Komnn  C^uhoitcn  now,  Sir,  call  for  a  simple  repcnl  of 

'dis(|ua]i(lcatioi]a  under  Hhich  they  labour,  and  an  unqut- 

fd  aJmi'^ion  to  tlie  full  ri^lits  and  priviicg«  of  the  Consti- 

On,      At  Br^tt  they  approached  ue  with  a   modest  and 

iperatc  demand ;  they  were  wilUng  to  obtain  their  object 

^viiig  the  government  any  security  that  was  not  actually 

ariflnee  with  thtr  essential  doctrines  of  their  religion ;  but, 

that  they  have  nrriu'd  at  ihi^r  fulUgiown  strength,  and 

Dg  us  at  dcliaocc,  they  require  that  as  a  right  which  they 

previously  sough!  as  a  favour-     This  they  do,  Sir,  with- 

ofiiring  us  auy  ndeqiiati!  security  for  tbe  boon.    I  repeat, 

a  wc  enter  into  a  careful  examinaiion   of  what  ihey 

and,  it  will  be  found  to  be  neither  more  nor  lejs  than  an 

mllfled  iind  Mmple  c[>nces9ion  on  our  part,  without  any 

jiciit  securily  on  theirs.     Their  doctrine  and  principle  is 

— "  We.  on  owQ  side,  require  from  you  a  full  participa- 

in  all  the  privileges  of  the  Constitution,  while  we  ar© 

lluig  to  concede   any  thing  to  you  in  the  shape  of 

■ity." 

ard  last  night.  Sir,  the  honourable  member  for  Dublin 
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{Mr.  Grattan)  appeal  to  the  petiUon  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
!bisbops  that  was  laid  on  the  table  of  thia  House.  I  look  to 
■the  languige  of  that  petition,  and  I  entreat  that  honourable 
member  to  examine  what  they  require  of  us  to  grant  them. 
Is  U  not  simple,  unqualified,  uDconditional  concession?' 
They  demanded  a  full  and  equal  participation  in  all  rights  and 
privileges,  and  they  held,  tbat  unless  we  went  to  the  utmost 
length  of  these  conceHsions,  we,  in  &ct,  conceded  nothing. 
£Ten  the  great  and  splendid  authorities  which  have  been 
appealed  to, — can  they  be  made  use  of  against  us  on  this 
occasion  ?  Our  adversaries  assert,  that  it  is  sufficient  for  then 
to  say,  that  we  have  all  the  talent  and  authority  of  the  country 
against  us.  I  say  this  is  not  the  case,  when  we  come  to  sift 
and  examine  the  question.  For,  the  great  authoritiea  alluded 
to  hare,  over  and  over  again,  avowed  the  only  principle  on 
iirhich  they  advocated  concessions, — namely,  the  principle  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  giving  full  and  adequate  securities* 

Perhaps,  Sir,  it  will  be  said— I  have  no  doubt  that  it  vifl 
be  urged — that  we  ask  the  Roman  Catholics  to  do  that 
which  is  totally  inconsistent  with  their  religion.  It  will  he 
argued,  that  they  cannot  afford  us  the  security  we  require, 
without  undennining  the  principles  of  their  religious  faith— 
ihatthey  cannot  accede  to  the  bill  of  1813.  If  this  be  true, 
it  is  really  a  most  extraordinary  circumstance — a  circumstance 
totally  inexplicable  to  me>  Is  it  not  a  most  extraordinary 
fact,  that  in  the  year  1814,  after  the  decision  of  this  House 
had  been  declared  upon  the  bill  of  1813,  the  person  who  at 
that  period  exercised  the  authority  of  the  See  of  Rome,  upon 
he\ng  applied  to  on  the  subject—the  first  authority  then  ex- 
isting— the  individual,  under  whose  jurisdiction  and  spiritual 
controul  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  were  at  that  moment 
placed, — that  individual  did,  in  the  most  distinct  and  positive 
terms,  publicly  dedare,  that  there  was  nothing  objectionable 
in  the  Veto,  and  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  bill  of  1813 
at  all  inconsistent  with  the  principles  and  exercise  of  thQ 
Ronsan  Catholic  religion? 

But,  Sir,  it  was  singularly  contended  by  the  Irish  Roman 
Catholic  bishops,  when  that  opinion  was  communicated  to 
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them,  that  the  Pope  at  that  period  was  in  his  confinenaent, 
and  they  protested  against  the  authority  of  the  person  I 
allude  to,  who  acted  in  his  place,  for  having,  in  this  instance^ 
they  stated,  very  much  overstepped  all  legitimate  limits-  To 
confute  that  argument, — to  answer  that  ohjection, — I  have 
only  to  call  to  the  recollection  of  the  House,  that  the  same 
proposition  was  stated  in  detail  hy  the  Roman  CathoUc 
bishops  of  Ireland  to  the  Pope  himself,  in  the  year  1815,  and 
bis  Holiness  confirmed  the  opinion  given  hi  the  preceding 
year.  The  Pope  had  unequivocally  declared,  that  there  was 
nothing  in  that  concession  which  he  deemed  inconsistent  with 
the  tenets  and  doctrines  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  la 
there  any  body  who  has  attended  to  the  history  of  these  pro^ 
ceedings — is  there  a  man  who  is  acquainted  with  the  facts 
and  circumstances  of  the  case^  that  can  deny  what  I  have 
stated?  I  have  a  letter  addressed  upon  the  subject  by  the 
Pope,  amongst  the  papers  now  near  me,  end  I  could  refer  to 
it,  if  what  I  have  asserted  were  not  a  matter  so  notorious  as 
to  render  any  such  reference  idle  and  unnecessary. 

Let  us.  Sir,  advance,  one  step  further.  What  takes  place 
in  other  countries  relative  to  this  point  will  afford  the  most 
valuable  positive  evidence  upon  the  subject,  and  the  strength 
of  this  testimony  will  be  greatly  increased  by  connecting  it 
with  what  I  have  just  stated,  with  respect  to  the  coucessiona 
of  the  Pope  in  \815,  Let  us  examine  the  situation  of  Roman 
Catholics  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  having  done  so, 
recur  to  the  condition  of  the  Protestants  there.  Who 
appoints  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  of  Silesia  ?  Dq^s  the 
Pope?  Does  even  a  Roman  Catholic  Sovereign  appoint 
them  ?  No  i  they  are  appointed  solely  and  entirely  by  tha 
King  ^of  Prussia.  Why  should  not  the  Roman  Ca^olic 
bishops  of  Ireland  be  equally  appointed  hy  their  Protestant 
Sovcrdgn  ?  Oh,  no:  in  Ireland  this  is  deemed  totally  incon* 
aistent  with  the  principles  of  the  Roman  Catholic  reli^on ! 
In  Russia,  the  only  Roman  Catholic  bishop,  possessing 
authority  in  the  empire,  is  appointed  by  the  Sovereign.  In 
addition  to  these  important  facts,  I  can  state  that,  both  in 
Jlusua  and  Prussia,  the  whole  correspondence  that  .passes 
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'between  the  Roman  Catholics  of  these  countries  and  the  See 
of  Rome  is  under  the  Bupervision  of  ProtettoDt  authorities; 
nDon't  tell  tne,  tfaen^  that  such  concessions  are  inconsistent 
irkh  the  spirit,  the  principles,  or  the  practice  of  the  Romsa 
Catholic  religion.    (Loud  cheering.) 

True  it  is,  Sir,  they  may  be  inconsistent  with  the  exclu- 
sive  domination  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
hierarchy  in  Ireland  to  miuntain  over  the  people,  aod  aub- 
Vereive  of  the  bondage^  in  which  it  is  no  less  the  desire  of  the 
lower  order  of  the  Priesthood  to  keep  them, .  This  influeDee 
^nd  sway  so  marreUons  and  extraordinary  aa  to  excite  the 
astonishment  of  the  Attorney  General  for  Trdand,  than 
whom  no  man  is  better  acquainted  with  the  fact&  of  (he  case, 
may  be  considerably  impaired  by  the  concessions  alluded  to> 
Por  the  purpose  of  maintaining,  unbounded  and  unbroken, 
the  allegiance  of  the  people  to  the  Pope  and  the  Priesthoods 
they  have  refused,  at  last,  all  further  concessions,  and  left  us 
iff  the  situation  in  which  we  now  stand.  The  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion  has  been  ever  intolefant^  and  willany  man 
pretend  to  tell  me  that  its  character  is  now  changed  ? 

Sir,  is  there  anything  in  the  immediate  state  of  Kurope, 
and  in  the  situation  in  which  we  now  stand,  as  G<»itrastcd 
with  that  of  1810  or  1815,  which  would  render  the  security 
that  was  necessary  then,  unnecessary  now,  1  beg  the  atten-^ 
tion  of  the  House  to  this  point.  At  the  peHod  of  the  peace 
and  treaty  of  1815,  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  and  influ- 
ence of  the  Papal  See  were  in  a  state  of  the  most  abject  pros- 
tration. If  there  ever  existed  a  period  when  we  might  have 
dispensed  with  securities  from  the  Roman  Catholics  it  was  at 
that  peculiar  juncture  of  affairs.  But  even  at  that  period  the 
advocates  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  thought  the  secu- 
rities essential.  How  different  la  the  present  period  !  .  How 
much  more  pregnant  is  it  with  danger  and  with  just  causes  of 
elarm  !  Since  the  year  1814  we  have  found  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion  and  the  Papal  See  struggling  actively  and 
mcessantly  for  power  throughout  every  part  of  Europe^  L» 
every  comer  of  Europe  we  find  a  state  of  excitement;  and 
what,  is  most  extraordinary  and  marvellous  is,  that  whilst  the 
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ftlvocdics  of  liberal  principk'^i  and  liberal  feelings  in  this 
puntf)-  are  JefeDding  the  claims  atul  pretcmioiis  oflhc  Koi 
lan  Caliiolics,  the  advocates  of  liberal  principles  upon  the 
pnttiwiU,  who  *i*e  wbm  ts  going  on,  are  ^lUrmod  luid  suspi- 
MHis.  ami  ftppmhensiveoiour  procceUiiJgs  in  ilitir  favour* 
utaeeriiig.) 

Let  Its  only  ntlvurt,  Sir,  1o  what  Itas  recently  occurred  in 

ie  South  of  France.     I  refer  to  the  year  1814,  when  the 

»irit  of  itoman  Catholic  pei-i^rciitioa  hiLrf.t  forth  s^.'iimt 

t  Frote^tuiit^.     This  is  most  important  to  coiisKU^r— for 

e  Roman   Catholics  under  the  previous  govcrnmcrt  of 

ranee,  that  of  Napoleon,  had  every  inducement  to  be  libe- 

I,  and  none  whatever  to  acquire  a  spirit  of  intolerance  and 

rseeution.     I  af;Ic  the  Hou»e  to  bear  in  mind  tlut  circum^ 

ince  alluded  to  by  Uic  honourable  memher  for  Corfc  Custlo 

[r<  Hankefi) — the  reiitoralion  of  the  Jt's^uttji,  and  the  actiTQ 

tuner  in  «liich  tluy  arc  engaged  pushing  forvrtrd  theip 

uree  in  every  state  on  the  continent  of  Europe.     (Hear.) 

I  recollect  having.  Sir,  many  years  ago,  read  a  popular 

rk,  "The   History  of  llic  Order  of  the  Jesuits  ;'*  and  I 

>  recollect  that^  at  that  tin>e,  I  felt  the  utmost  astonish* 

nt,  hovr  tlie  ^-ovld  could  ever  have  been  so  fomiLHl,  as  to 

Tratc  or  submit  to  itnch  un  institution.     Kittle  did   I  tluii 

ikp  that  ere  a  few  years  should  pass  away,  i  should  sec  the 

le  most  odious  order  revived.     It  is  unnecessary  for  imp 

tpeaU  of  ihc  djuigerous  tendency  of  iiii  order,  which  rc- 

ie«  in  every  inilividunl  member  of  it,  complete,  blind,  and 

licit  obedience  to  the  cominards  of  the  superior,  without 

attempt  on  his  part  to  question  their  jiistic^e.    Tlmt  order 

>w  aprciding  over  every  corner  of  continental  Kuropc, 

aclin;^  in  sccrcsy,  and  in  vigour,  to  obtmn  their  former 

ar  and  controul  over  private  conduct  and  public  proceeil- 

|t>tthout  (uiy  rcspcnsihility  to  the  government  of  the. 

rtrics  where  its  influence  pfcvails- 

r,  under  these  ciicumatances*  my  argument  is  this,  if  «e- 
ie»  were  necessary  for  onr  Protestant  Establishment  in 
' — ^the  advocates  of  the  Honian  Catholics  admitted  that 
ere— do  not  the  facts  to  which  1  have  allud 
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«uch  securities  equally  necessary  at  the  present  moment  ?  I 
know,  Sir,  that  at  this  moment  the  Jesuits  are  employed  in 
conducting  the  education  of  youth  throughout  different 
countries.  Thb  alone  is  Bufficient  to  fonn  a  foundation  of 
th«r  future  absolute  power.  Who  can  view  the  artful  and 
insidioufl,  the  criminal  and  daring  conduct  of  the  Jesoits  iu 
France,  in  order  to  re-efitablish  their  sway — who  can  con- 
template the  encouragement  given  to  them  in  that  country, 
and  say  that  the  Protestant  Church  can  dispense  with  her 
legitimate  means  of  defence — the  right  to  d^nand  securitiefl 
Jrom  the  Romaa  Catholics  ere  any  concessions  be  made  to 
them. 

Is  this,  Sir,  the  only  circumstance  on  which  I  rely  ?  By 
no  means.  Every  body  rejoiced  when  the  Inquisition  in 
Europe  was  abolished.  That  dreadful  instrument  of  the 
power,  the  vengeance,  and  the  tyranny  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion,  at  the  shrine^  of  which  so  many  unfortunate 
victims  had  been  sacrificed;  that  most  guilty  contriTance  to 
extirpate  heresy,  had  fallen  before  the  French  Revolution. 
But  guilty  as  thU  tribunal  had  been  in  its  practice,  infamous 
as  it  was  in  its  pretensions,  and  contrary  as  were  its  prin^ 
ciplea  to  every  maxim  of  jurisprudence  and  dictate  of  jus- 
tice, it  had  been  re-established  in  full  force  throughout  Spun 
and  Italy,  What  absurdity  it  is  then  to  talk  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  having  kept  pace  with  the  general  improve- 
ment of  the  age> 

I  am,  perhaps,  asked,  do  I  apprehend  the  establishment 
of  that  intolerant  tribunal  in  Ireland?  Certainly  not,  Sir. 
I  allude  to  the  circumstance  in  order  to  show,  that  in  a  part 
of  Europe,  at  least,  the  principles  and  practice  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  are  unchanged  and  the  same  I  The  barba^ 
rous  features  of  antiquity  still  distinguish  it.  It  is  in  vain  to 
attribute  this  most  detestable  measure — the  re^atablishment 
of  the  Inquisition — to  the  civil  goTcrnment.  It  was  autho- 
rized by  the  head  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Cburch,  Canany 
man  refer  to  any  document,  or  give  any  proof  whatever,  that 
the  head  of  that  Church  had  made  the  slightest  exertion  to 
put  down  tbid  great  scourge  upon  humanity,  this  outrage 
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pon  Ulc  iiitcllci:t  and  utornls  of  civilized  society  ?     I  wouldj 

icrcforc^  purs*  upwn  ihc  couAidLTUtitfii  of  the  llou»»c;,  ihe^ 

x&xiwn — '*  lit  i1j«re  le^a  rea^uii  now,  uiid   wboit  sjcli  are 

LC  circumstances  oftlic  Hoiniiii  Catli^llc  rcligiou,  to  (Icruiuiid 

iciirity,  thuii    at   the  fonncr  period,  when  it  was  thought 

■ces»ary  bj  the  advocates  of  the  lueafiuro?"    (Cheering.) 

Let  me  fLsk  gentlemen,  Sir,  to  lake  a  view  of  the  prviH:iit 

iiditioii  of  Ireland.     In  ISlOj  and  from  that  time  to  1813, 

dand  was  comparatively  traitijuih     She  is  now  ma  state  of 

cJteiuent  and  of  agiution.    Whut  occasions  the  present  stace, 

things  in  that  country?     1  answer,  a  body  winch  doml^ 

ers  over  that  kingdom  hu«  caused  the  insuhordinatton  and 

iorderl     ^\Tiat  is  it  timt  the  Homan  Cathohcs   of  Ireland 

tt     Indeed,  they  do  not  condescen^l  to  ask,  bui   En  terms 

;  most  emphntic  anti  peremptory — in  tlie  language*  of  mu- 

ce,  tliey  demand  of  us   what  they  calJ  the  tescoration  of 

^  Tights — their  unconditional  restoration.  ' 

[allude,  Sir,  to  the  language  of  one  ofche  chief  orators  of 

\  Association.     That   person  (Shiel)  in  addressing   aa 

ih   Roman   Catholic  meeting,   said,    "  Ireland   is   a  gt^ 

Uic  supplicant,  thundering  at  the  gates  of  the  Coiistiiii- 

I."    When  1  talk  of  Ireland,  let  me  read  the  opinions  of 

'presumed  advocates,  and  in  them  we  ^hall  find  the  secret 

he  policy  now  pnr.^ned  hy  the  Kotnaii  Catholics,  an  J  a  key 

he  hopes  they  entertain*     In  these  opinions — recorded 

.  written  opinions— it  is  distinctly  stated,  that  "it  is  not 

ng  to  our  decorous  htnguage  we  are  placed  in  the  vantage 

und  we  at  present  occupy,  bitt  in  consequence  of  the  bold 

decided  statement  of  our  opinions  and  our  measures." 

iy  added,  *'  if  any  thing  be  gained,  it  was  not  accom- 

!ied  by  following  the  course  which  gentle  and  moderate 

nsellors  recommended. '■    In  another  speec^h  ihis  language 

held  to  the  Homan  Catholic  audience^  in  order  to  excite 

n  to  obtain  their  demands:  "The  interests  of  your  cliil- 

i  are  at  stake.     The  time  may  come  when  your  sons  shall 

laughtercd  at  your  threshold,  and  your  daughters  in  vain 

iin  for  help  on  the  graves  of  their  fathers."     ^Vhy,  Sir, 

rt  to  tills  Janguagc,  or  sohcit  the  attention  of  the 
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HouM  to  it?  Why,  but  to  show  the  nature  of  tbe':Bend- 
mentB,  tevnper,  and  opinionfl,  which  at  present  premi  in 
Ireland  on  this  subject.  It  is  most  impoitant  that  4r«  consi- 
der these  facts. 

Let  me  not.  Sir,  be  misunderstood  in  my  argomenL  Ire^ 
land  was  in  a  state  of  orderj  when  we  thought  aecuridea  iodia- 
pensably  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  EstabBsbed 
Cburcb.  Now,  when  Irehuid  is  in  a  st^te  in  which  I  have 
described  it,  who  will  say  that  such  aecurides  can  be  dis* 
pensed  with?  It  is  impossible  that  we  can  diapenae  with 
those  securities,  which  so  many  great  characters  bavei  cni 
former  occasions,  considered  so  essential. 

Sir,  if  there  was  any  doubt  upon  the  subject^  it  muist  be 
set  at  rest  by  referring  to  what  was  assumed  by  &  puUic 
authority  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  I  allude  to  the  titular 
bishop  of  Kildare  (Dr,  DoyleO  and  to  the  language  which 
he  has  frequently  used  against  the  Protestants  (hear).  Are 
these  circumstaDces  calculated  to  allay  our  suspicions,  and 
are  we  to  do  away  wiCb  these  securities,  when  we  find  this 
tone  and  spirit  inflaming  and  actuating  those  who  have  sudi 
an  uncontroulable  dominion  over  the  Irish  7  It  ia  said.  Sir, 
that  these  Roman  Catholics  are  not  the  en^re  popuhition  of 
Ireland,  and  that  what  I  compUin  of  is  merely  the  sin  of  a 
few.  If  I  saw  the  rest  of  the  Irish  Roraan  Catholic  hier- 
archy Tenouncing  these  proceedings,  apd  dissenting  &om 
these  opinions,  1  should  say  that  my  argument  might  be  ob* 
jected  to.  But  I  find  that  this  language  is  not  only  used  by 
a  Prelate  amongst  them,  but  that  immediately  after  his  using 
it,  he  is  cited  as  an  oracle,  and  denominated  a  modem  Fene- 
lon,  and  loaded  with  the  most  extraordinary  commendations^ 
I  say,  that  the  Roman  Catholics  do  adopt  his  language,  aqd 
render  themselves  responsible  for  his  act ;  and  I  Judge  of  th§ 
whole  body  by  this  circumstance. — (Loud  cheering.) 

My  argument,  then,  Sir,  I  beg  to  repeat  it,  is  most  impor- 
tant in  the  consideration  of  this  question.  1  am  not  to  be 
misunderstood.  Let  it  not  be  supposed  mine  are. narrow  or 
^liberal  views.  Not  on  mine  own  account,  or  that  ,of  the 
great,  illustrious,  and  dignified  body,  which  I  have  the  hor 
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nour  to  represent,  would  I  plead  gurlty  to  such  an  4CCU8^^ 
tion.  Sir,  I  beg  leave. to  Bay,  that  a-gceater  or  more  illus* 
trioua  body  cannot  be  fqundr  and  iiffiooE(3fc]them  is  iodiided  a 
clasa  of  men  posseseiog  mofe  extensijT^  and  prpfonnd  erudir 
tion,  more  libeTal.prin<^|^e&«Qd  0^tijgii»t  than  any  persoos 
in  Europe.  Such  b«lng  the  &ct,  I  feel:protid»  and  justly 
proud,  of  my  dtuation,  as  the  yetfreseY^tive  of  tW  distfn* 
guiahed  |i>ody.  (Lotideheccrmgiia^wbiehrMc^Scatletl joined 
ia  a  very  maxked, manner-)  The  Jioaourabte  ibember  who 
cheers  me  is  aware  pf  t^  Crnth^  <tf  what  1  aajr,  as  .hd  i& 
amongst  the  number  of  my  constituents — I  would.  en(reat 
him  not  to  give  vent  to  sffircaamsi  if  fiot in  words,  yet  by  fiigna 
suiBciently  intelligible;  and  1  .wOi^' beg,  that  though  he; 
himself  has  beea  a  icandidate- for  a  »tialar' bnnourj  and  haa 
been  unftntunatety  dastanoed  in'  the;  race*  he  will  not  attempt 
to  heap  contumely  and  contempt/ 1^  hW  manner.  Upon  that 
dwtingi^Uhed  University  (Ccwlbridge). 

I  have  endeavoured  to  profe.  Sir,  that  seoilnties  are  essen- 
tial to  the  safety  of  the  Protestant  Esftfolisbment  in  Churdi 
and  State ;  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  show  that  those  secu- 
rities cannojt  beflfiorded;  at  all  eventSf  .have  been  refused.  I 
have  also  contended,  that  honourable  gentlemen,  who  havo 
adopted  the  principle  of  security,  ought  Ut  support  us  on  thia 
occasion,  except  they  are  prepared  to  show  reasons  why  the 
concessions  required  should  now  be  granted  without  that  se* 
curity. 

What,  Sir,  it  has  been  asked,  are  the  nature  of  the  con* 
cessions  sought  to  be  obtained  I^  the  Roman  Catholics  1 
One  of  them  is,  the  privilege  of  admission  to  this  House, 
This  is  a  most  important  subject — and  it  is  doubly  important 
to  conuder  what  would  be  the  effect  of  that  concession. 

In.thefirpt.plac^,  Sir,  about  what  subjects  are  we  in  the 
habit  of  consu^tii^  in  Parliament?  What  says  the  King*a 
writ  under  the  authority  of  which  the  House  is  convoked  ? 
We  are  smqmoned  to  consult  on  things  and  matters  relating 
to  the  Constitution,  and  safety  of  the  Protestant  Churchy 
By  the  measure  now  proposed,  we  are  required  toadmit.into 
the  legislature  of. the  country,  assemUed  to  d^berate  upon 
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DiAtten  connected  with  tbe  safety  of  the  Church  of  England/ 
a  body  of  Roman  Catholics,  directly  boitile  to  tbat  Church 
— men  who,  upon  principle,  must  be  hostile  to  it  in  eveiy 
reBpect*  Can  we,  with  prudence,  commit  iu  iateresta  to 
such  persons?  Before  adnuttbg  those  into  Parliament,  let 
us  consider  who  they  are,  by  what  spirit  they  are  actuated, 
and  the  circumstances  in  which  they  are  to  deliberate. 

After  Parliament  passed  the  tnll  which  entitled  the  forty 
shilling  freeholders  to  vote,  it  was  declared  by  a  puUic 
autbori^  (Earl  of  Clare)  in  Ireland,  that  Ae  representatiott 
of  tbat  country  was  to  all  intents  and  purposes  in  the  hands 
of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic  clergy.  The  same  had  been 
recently  asserted,  and  we  have  just  bad  sufficient  evidence 
Aat  the  assertion  was  perfectly  true.  In  ISSd,  when  it  was 
proposed  to  disfranchise  the  forty  shilling  freeholders,  it  was 
opposed  by  the  crafty  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  of  Ireland, 
because  it  deprived  them  of  their  power  and  influence^  and 
gave  to  those  who  opposed  their  authority  too  many  of  those 
privileges  which  enabled  them  to  return  members  to  thia 
House-  It  behoves  us  all  to  consider  what  are  the  present 
feelings  of  that  body  with  reference  to  that  Church  Katablish-* 
ment  which  it  is  our  duty  to  defend,  and  for  the  defence  of 
which  we  are  called  to  Parliament. 

I  cannot  do  better.  Sir,  than  refer  to  tbe  sentiments  and 
language  of  an  individual  to  whom  I  have  already  alluded, 
as  a  specimen  of  the  feelings  entertained  by  the  Roman  Ca* 
tholic  clergy — feelings  against  the  Established  Church  of 
Ireland,  which  it  is  our  duty  as  legislators  to  oppose.  Dr- 
Doyle  describes  the  Established  Church  of  Ireland,  "  not 
as  the  spouse  of  the  Redeemer,  but  as  the  handmaid — her 
eyes  are  ever  fixed  on  her  own  interests,  and  she  deems  no- 
thing forbidden  or  unhallowed  which  serves  to  promote 
them<"  Not  content  with  this,  the  titular  bbhop  of  Kildare- 
goes  on  to  characterize  the  Protestant  Church,  as  "  revolting 
against  those  of  her  fellow^servants  who  share  her  spoils, 
remind  her  of  her  origin,  or  upbraid  her  with  the  profligacy 
of  her  mispent  life."  Such  are  tbe  feelings  entertained 
towards  the  Protestant  Church  of  Ireland  by  a  bishop  of 
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he  Roman  Ciitholic  |>crsitasion. — Sticli,  5ir,are  the  opiniona 
eJrt  tovnrds  the  TrotcKtatit  Establishment  by  individuals 
obsessing  groat  inAu^nco,  and  holding  great  sway  over  the 
linds  of  (he  pojiulation  of  Ireland,  and  wielding  all  tlie  in- 
ucnce  of  that  body,  m  whom  Uie  power  of  electing  reprc- 
^ntatives  is  vested ! 

On  the  other  band,  tiir.  how  are  we  situated  i  We  are 
rtjuired  to  admit  into  this  House  honourable  members  ho 
Bueoced,  and  so  retunieJ,  and  jiossensi-d  of  ft-eling*  sucli 
i  I  have  described  towards  tho  Estabbshmerit  of  the  Church 
'  England.  1  have  beard  arguments  frequently  urged 
)on  the  impossibility  of  such  a  circumstance  endangering 
e  Establishment.  It  has  been  often  '"^atd,  tbut  supposing 
tty  or  seventy  members  of  the  Romnn  Catholic  profession 
?pe  relumed  to  serve  in  I'aHiament,  what  posaible  injury 
uld  nrise  from  such  a  circumstance — what  means  coiiUl 
cy  possibly  duviRe  for  overtuniing  the  I'rott-stint  r^:<Cablish- 
Mtt  of  this  country?  And  ihoso  who  ask  auch  questions 
vays  answer  them  in  the  negative.  Uut  1  am  not  satisfied 
this  point. 

Now,  Sir,  I  will  entreat  the  House  to  recollect — and  it  is 

h  sincere  regret  that  I  do  so — that  there  arc  at  the  pre- 

iC  moment,  and  hfive  al^va}s  been,  many  Protestant  mem- 

fs  of  tile  House  of  Commons,  who  entertain  views,  and 

>fess  sentiments,  of  a  nature  hostile  to  the  Established 

urcli  of  these  reabns.     If,  in  addition  to  the  lukewarm 

fnds,  and  avowed  opponents,  we  throw  into  the  scale  ano- 

r  weight — if  wp  add  to  this  body  another  mass, — knowing 

n'c  do,  that  both  will  act  with  the  same  splriti  and  make 

'  common  cause,  shall  we,  I  ask,  be  discharging  our  duty 

ihe  Church,  of  which  we  are  members,  and  wliich  we  have 

3ged  ourselves  and  are  bound  to  support?     1  heard  it 

larked  on  a  former  occasion,  by  the  honourable  member 

Corfe  Castle  (Mr,  Bankes)— ^nd  the  remark  seemed  to 

well  deserving  the  serious  attention  of  the  House^that 

iven  we  should  be  able  in  the  end  to  oppose  an  eflectual 

stance  to  the  hostile  feelings  or  attempts  of  these  parlies, 

lould  ask  onrftclves,  whether  it  was  nodiing  for  us  thus 
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to  expose  tbe  Church   la   their    repeated    and  coniiniiil 
attacks? 

Let  m«  pame  for  a.  moment^  Sir,  upon  this  part  of  the 
subject,  aad  let  tiie  buppo^ie  that  there  »re  returned  (u  thi« 
House  seme  of  those  persons:  who  exhibit  iu  themselves 
spDcimeuii  of  Eont^  of  tiiose  tnlenis,  which  sccin  to  bo  indi- 
genous to  1ielai)d — let  me  suppose  Bome  uf  the  individiub 
cf  that  body  to  he  desirous  of  overturning  tlie  Protestant 
KsUbliF^hnientr  anil  of  reaving  in  its  stead  the  Konuin  Cf 
thoiic  religion  in  Ireland — let  ine  suj^poHe  these  persons  i>o*r^j 
sessed  of  talents,  resembling  in  their  extent  and  power  tlioo^^f 
of  my  right  honourable  friend  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire-^^ 
land,  comiiianding  and  swaying  the  body  they  represent  by 
their  masterly  eloquence  and  extraordinary  poweis,  and  di- 
recting that  eloquence  and  those  powers  to  the  object  to 
which  1  have  referred,  i  ask>  is  tliis  n  light  dan^r,  and 
are  we  to  treat  it  with  contempt ;  or,  are  we  not,  to  reserve  ia 
our  own  tuuids  the  most  eftectual  means  of  defending  our* 
selves  from  such  a  danger  ? 

I  fear,  Sir,  1  ha\c  trespassed  too  long  upon  the  attention  «l 
tJie  House,    I  confees— that  passing  the  topics  relating  fi 
this  subject  over  in  my  mind  with  great  rapidity,  they  coi 
nected  themselves  together  in  such  a  manner,  that  when  1 
reviewed  them  I  hud  no  expectaliaii  of  having  been  so  long 
in  my  address— I  mu«l,  however,  still  trespass  further 
yonr  aLtuniton. 

I  here  wish,  Sir,  to  ask  the  other  side  what  i*  tt  they  pro- 
pose *.     They  tell  us  of  other  nations,  and  they  talk  much 
and  loudly  of  the  extraordinary  hljerality  which  prevails 
several  nations  of  the  continent  of  Kurope,  with  respect 
rclij^ions  which  are  not  establiKhed  >n  those  states,     Austria 
and   France  have  been  referred   to  as  examples  of  thii 
liberality.    In  the  former  of  thesc>  I  have  understood  it  to 
lid,  that  in  no  country  doe^  a  spirit  cf  hlkrrality  more  fuU; 
"prevail.    If  wc  look  into  the  circumstances  of  that  countrjj 
we  shall  see  that  there  is  not  one  point  in  which  she  can 
said  to  be  in  the  ?camc  situation  as  Ufig1and<     It  nuiy  lie  true 
tliat  in  that  country  tliere  are  no  distinctions  as  to  rehgioni 


niGllT  nON.SlH  JORV  COPLEY. 


nit  every  body  mu»  know  Uiat  all  the  memberii  of  tlie 

liiirch  and  hierarchy  of  Austria  are  appointed  by  ihe  cml 

■ovcmmcut  of  tho  counir}'.    Tlic  »Ainc  obs<^TYation  nifiy  be 

lade  with  reflpect  to  Trance,  nnd  it  iriU  equally  apply  to  all 

te  oth^r  Koinan  Catholic  countries  of  l^arope;  anil  there- 

>re,  I  siiy  ih^t  the  m'gimvcntH  founded  upon  lh<>ir  lihorality 

re  not  to  be  pressed  upon  li?,  since  their  situation  is  not 

aalogous  to  our  own—since  they  evercifie  a  oontrou!  over  the 

wMce  of  the  member*  of  the  church,  and  of  the  hierarchy, 

hJch  wo  do  ni>t  poH*eM.    There  can,  therefore,  be  no  coin- 

iriscHi  instituted  between  ^hat  h  done  in  the  states  to  which 

have  alluded  and  what  is  done  here.     In  them  the  church 

e»tal>lifth«-d   hy  Uw,  ^ind  al  once  pays  obedience  to  and 

eciTes  support  from  the  civil  government. 

But  here,  Sir^  we  are  Tec]iiired  to  o^tablieh  an  hierArcby 

ring  no  ohctUerice   to  the  Crown — holding  uncontroule<l 

ay  over  the  mimU  of  n  Urge  body  of  the  people  ^carrying 

^  c<>rrcftpondcncc— over  which  rioveninieut  will  possess 

check — with  a  foreign  Htnto,  to  the  opinions  and  moxims 

wiiich  every  man  tn  Irehml  wilt  lo<tk  for  the  rule  of  \m 

!iducl»  »ml  the  unthority  of  which  he  will  acknowledge  in 

?ry  respect,  while  he  p^ys  no  attention  or  obedience  to  our 

ivernn\enL     1  say,  therefore,  Sir,  that  considering  these 

:uinstHnci^,  I  nm  fully  jiistitied  in  asserting  that  there  >« 

ftHAlogy  between  the  &tate  of  things  in  those  countries  aitd 

Ihb,  and  consequently,  that  we  nre  not  to  be  fettered  by 

arguments  which  are  pressed  upon  us  as  drawn  from  the 

anpIcK  of  those  states. 

Vnd  now.  Sir,  1  will  turn  to  another  branch  of  (he  subject- 
)  are  told  hjf.thofic  members  who  consider  it  with  senli- 
Its  diftei^ent  to  those  which  I  entertain,  that  we  must 
■pt  some  mcuaures  to  tranquUlize  Ireland.  '*  Surely,"  say 
y,  "  you  will  not  allow  that  unhappy  country  to  stand  ns 
it  present  standi^ — you  have  now  gone  so  far,  that  you 
tt  of  necessity  proceed  fartJier/*— and  they  tliereforc 
Ubcle,  that  the  nneasure  which  they  propose,  is  the  mca- 
fvhich,  for  this  purpose,  the  House  ought  to  adopt 
Vj  Sir,  when  I  am  informed,  that  some  measQte 
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necessary  to  promol*  and  to  preserve  the  tranquility  of  lre'_ 
land,  I  naturally  ask  myself,  is  t/tis  ihe  measure  calculated  i 
effect  this  object,  and  to  leslore  that  trantjuillity,  tbe  exist 
ence  of  which — I,  as  much  as  any  individual  in  Che  kingdom, 
earnestly  desire-  When  I  hear  this,  I  naturally  ask,  will  our 
proceeding  further  risk  the  destruction  of  the  Church  Estt- 
blishment?  Will  it  be  certain  to  effect  the  tranf^uilli nation 
of  Ireland  f  IfmyJirst  question  is  not  satisfactorily  answered, 
then  I  say  you  must  not  press  upon  me  the  argument  n%  to 
tranquillizing  IreUnd.  I  say  this^  Sir,  not  out  of  a  leeliag  of_ 
disregard  for  the  tranquillity  of  that  country.  I  lament 
much  us  any  man  its  unfortunate  situation — I  deplore  be 
want  of  tranquillity  ;  hut  it  does  not  therefore  follow,  that 
should  suffer  the  introduction  of  a  racasurCr  which  may  dti 
stroy  the  Protestant  Establislimeiit,  and  which  1  am  no 
quite  satisfied  will  restore  tranquillity  to  Ireland- 
Does  it  follow.  Sir,  tJiat^  if  the  object  of  the  honourabb 
baronet  were  attained,  it  would  alUy  the  ferment,  and  cur 
the  disorder  of  which  he  complains?  For  my  own  part, 
feel  that  if  the  legislature  did  agree  to  pass  this  measure,  \ 
great  ebullition  of  popular  feeling  would  he  excited.  On  UiC 
one  hand,  the  Roman  Catholics  would  ttiumph  in  the  advan- 
tages they  gained,  and  would  not  hesitate  openly  to  express 
their  pleasure ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  Protestants — at  lea 
a  preponderating  majority  of  tbem — would  feel  depressed* 
andsuhduec),  and  would  regret  the  succesj«  of  an  attempt 
which  they  cannot  but  consider  injurious  to  the  interests  i 
their  Cburcli.  .  It  is  not  improbable,  that  theseopposite  feel* 
ings  may  generate  others  of  a  lesb  peaceful  nature,  ^^hould 
tliey  arcidentalEy  come  into  collision.  There  certainly  would 
be  a  great  explosion  in  Ireland,  followed,  perhaps,  by  a 
momentary  calm,  but  no  man  who  considers  the  nature  of_ 
the  country — who  reflects  upon  the  connitiition  of 
Roman  Catholic  religion  —  and  who  views  the  probable* 
objects  of  the  men  now  seckin^f  for  admission  to  political 
power,  will  be  able  to  say,  with  any  degree  of  conHdenc 
that  the  momt^rt  of  granting  this  measure  will  lead  to  the' 
permanent   allaying  of  those   dittercncttJ  and    diwsciistoi] 


ithich  now  uiiliappily  exist.  I  am  certain,  Sir,  thnt  no  rnnii 
fho  gives  tliid  subject  A  fair  and  important  con^Jcratioiit 
Till  conclude  tii4l  it  will  Imvc  uuy  othci  thuii  u  tvaualtory 
effect. 

The  Homnn  Catlu>llc  religion.  Sir,  in  n  religion  of  ambi- 
ion,  ckf  CEicrovclinienl ;  and  ils  nature  is  continually  t<>  aim 
I  tbe  |io»»eAHion  uf  !90ukL't1ibi|j  beyond  that  wliicli  i(  bad 
erc^tofure  posxcrtued.     Tbc  Uoinun  Culliulica  coii^iJcr,  aad 
uvc  filwjiy^  coiivi Jc^ivil,  the  ProtcMtaiitx  an  n  people  by  whom 
icy  liAvc  becu  jtuppUutcJ,  and  tliAt  the  Church  property  u 
roperty  tbat  baa  beeu  wrested  from  their  baiid^.     is  there 
lea  any  person  in  tfiia  country,   who  can  benouely  tluiik 
lAt  iJie  ItiJtiifiii  Citlhulic  hit^r^irchy,    Vkliicli  possesses  un- 
funded swny  over  the  minds  of  the   Iri^h  people,  would 
f^r  tuflcr  lielaud  to  rcnmiii  tntnquil,  while  «oiiie  object  or 
her  \*;ib  yet  lo  be  ubtaJiied — ibut  it  uould  ever  ceii^tc  its 
Lertitjjia,  tiny  jiAer  duy,  until  it  had  oblained   uut  what  is 
LUicil   Roman  Cutholic  emaiicipuUon,  but  Ronimi  Catholic 
ceudaney?     (Loud  cheering.) 

Sir,  he  who  seeks  to  give  peritianent  tranquillity  to  Ireland, 

ke»  a»  ill  course  to  obtain  it  for   her,  by  distsonting  from 

e  proposition,  which  I  now  pre^^  upon  the  House.    The 

juments  on  which  1  ground  ihi»  opinion  are  not  specula* 

^  they  are  fuu^ided  on  the  experience  of  bisitory,  but  not 

that  alone,  nor  even  on  that  lu  conjuitctton  with  the  acts 

lEomAii  Catholics,  which  may  he  taken  as  proofs  of  their 

rit,  but  on    the  very    declarations   of  Human    Catholic 

hops,  who  have  spoken  loo  openly  to  leave  a  doubt  on 

r  raitionnl  niinil  as  to  their  object  and  intentions*     Does 

;  Dr»  Doyle,  the  Roman  Caiholic  bishop  rf  Kildarc  tell 

in  a  publicalionj  which  has  been  frequently  referred  lo 

ihla  (louse,  that  "  aUhough  CathoHc  emancipation  wiU 

mtuht  there  is  much   more  to  de  accomplUkcd.'^     Now, 

ely  it  is  impossible  to  mistake  such  a  sentiment  ns  this, 

I  1  will  ask  of  any  honourable  member  who  is  acquainted 

li  Ireland,  if  this  sentiinect  is  confined  to  the  work  Jrom 

ch  it  is  quoted  ? 

firing  thusj  Sir,  the  Roman  CalhoUc  religion  into  Iho 
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dbcuuion  of  the  qneition  at  issue  betwoan  ua,  fi>r  the  par- 
pose  of  placing  the  question  as  it  ought  to  be  plaoed-^fbt 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  it  is  not  whether  or  not  a  cer- 
tain number  of  Roman  Catholics  shall  become  members  of 
the  British  House  of  Commona;  but  the  great,  the  impor- 
tant, the  ultimate  point  to  be  determised  is,  wb^ber  or  not 
the  Protestant  Establishment  shall  continae  to  exist  in  Ire- 
laud?  (CheeriDg.)  Can  any  one  doubt  this  &c^  who  hae 
given  the  slightest  attention  to  the  langaage  1  have  quoted, 
or  who  believes  that  such  a  sentiment  is  anconfined*  in  its 
nature  and  its  object? 

I,  therefore,  Sir,  exhort  the  members  of  the  British  House 
of  Commons  not  to  imagine,  that  such  a  measure  as  that  to 
which  they  are  now  called  to  give  their  sanction — notwith- 
standing what  some  honourable  and  distinguished  individuals 
may  think  upon  the  subject — is  at  all  calculated  to  restore  a 
rpermanent  tranquillity  to  Ireland.  I  exhort  them  not  to  be 
Jed  away  by  any  such  chimerical  idea,  I  caO  upon  tfaen 
rather  to  consider  whether  the  destruction  of  the  Protestant 
Establishment  is  not  the  object,  and  will  not  be  the  conse- 
quence of  these  measures,  and  to  pause  before  they  l^id 
th^r  assistance  to  a  proposition  that  may  be  attended  with 
euch  a  result. 

The  Protestant  Church  Establishment  in  Ireland,  Sir,  is  a 
.part  of  the  State.  We  are,  therefore,  only  to  ask  ourselves, 
are  we  satisfied — are  we  ready  to  relinquish  it?  I  believe. 
Sir,  that  there  are  in  this  House  members  who  would  wil- 
lingly take  isBue  upon  this  question,  but  all  do  not  feel  the 
eame  upon  that  point;  and  to  these  tatter  gentlemen  I  ap- 
peal, and  I  say,  do  not  fancy  that  by  adopting  these  measures 
you  will  put  an  end  to  the  storm  that  has  so  long  distracted 
Ireland.  1  am  convinced  that  such  a  vote  will  produce  no 
such  effect,  but,  on  the  contrary,  will  lead  to  new  demandf^ 
that  will  be  attended  with  as  much  excitement  of  feeling  as 
t^at  which  we  are  now  discussing.  I  am  certain  that,  if  we 
admit  sixty  or  seventy  Roman  Catholic  Members  into  this 
Jlouse,  the  next  measure  that  wilt  he  demanded  wiU  be,  the 
upsetting  of  the  Protestant  Establishment  m  IceUnd.     In 
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What  a  flitualu>n  sliall  yre  then  be?  If  ve  object  to  th«  new 
^roposalj,  wc  shall  be  Again  told  that,  att  w«  bAve  gone  »o 
hr,  we  must  go  fartli^r,  and  we  ^tiall  be  remm<I(?i]  of  what 
PC  are  now  doin^,  itii<L  t-haW  l>c  told  tbat  we  ought  to  have 
aken  our  stand  heforc.     {Loud  clicenng.) 

Let  us.  Sir,  prevent  such  aeon:«ec|iience.     It  is,  Sir,  in  liic 

no«t  «obvr  cnrncstncss  that  1  prcs$  thrse  subjects  upon  the 

^nei deration  of  the  House.    How  am  I  met  in  kq  doing? 

,  flm  asked,  if  I  object  to  llie  n^oaxures  now  proposed,  what 

lotirsc  I  nie;tn  to  rccomincml,  in  ordrr  to  rcJttorc  tbat  tran- 

[uillity  to  Ireland,  which,  it  is  generally  admitted,   she  m 

without.     I  do  not  know  that  I  ought  to  l>e  required  to  nii*- 

wer  such  a  ipirMion.     Aly  nnswer,  thcrcfcre,  is,  that  1  am 

ot  a  member  of  his  Majesty's  Government;  I  am  not  one 

f  the  MinUter^^  of  the  Crown;  I  am  not  united  to  them 

lhr*Twi»e  than   by  the  respect  I  owe  to  the  individuals  of 

fhich  it  is  composed      It  would  consequently  be  idle,  and 

hdecJ  mischievous,  for  me  to  point  out  any  course  which  I 

loulil  l>c  inclined  lo  udopt. 

But  when  I  am  asked,  Sir,  what  I  should  propose  pre- 

ous  to  the  granting  of  this  measure,  1  auk  in  return  wliat 

^curittcs  Imvc  liie  Koman  CatUolicA  offered  to  ^ivp  for  the 

»iicessions  they  rcc|uire  us  to  make ^     If  I   am   told,  aii   I 

tre  )>een  told,  that  cb&«e  elMims  are  to  be  purchased  by  ic* 

irities,  1  ask  in  what  do  those  securities  consist,  and  of 

^at  nature  are  they?     If  I  am  satisBed  that  those seciiritieR 

e  ample  and  adequate  for  the  purpose,  I  will  grant  the 

nccsstons  for  nbicli  the  Roman  Cafhojics  appi}.      If  their 

:aritip3  are  sulBcient,  1  will  concede  the  question,  but  I 

i^t  first  know  whut  those  securities  are — I  must  ascertain 

rother  they  are  equivalent  to  the  objects — I  must  have  an 

poTlunity  of  deliberating  upon  their— I  niust  satisfy  myself 

'h  regard  to  their  weight  and  value;  and  that  tlieykeep 

X  witli  tbc  importance  of  the  concessions,  to  the  safety  of 

1  country,  and  the  security  of  the  Established  Church  of 

tse  realota*     If  I  am  satisfied  upon  these  poinlM,  I  am 

dy  to  make  concessions  to  the  Roman  Catholics;   but 

I  that  time  I  must  oppose  any  concessions  whatever. 

M 
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Sir,  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  imnciples  by  which  we 
should  be  governed^  in  a  House  like  this,  formed  of  men  of 
liberal  minds  and  enlightened  undentandhigs,  is  not  to  be 
expected  upon,  this  question.  On  principles  I  dare  say  we 
all  agree.  The  only  difference  amopg  us,  is,  as  to  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  those  principles  are  to  be  called  into  ope- 
lation.  There  is  but  one  proposition  that  will  meet  with 
the  concurrence  of  all  men,  and  that  Is  a  proportion  for  con- 
fcessions  granted  upon  full  securities.  If  securities  are  pro- 
posed to  which  the  Koman  Catholics  will  accede,  and  with 
which  the  Protestants  will  be  satisfied,  I,  for  one,  shall  be 
ready  to  make  concessions,  t  beg  pardon  for  having  tres-* 
passed  so  long  on  the  attention  of  the  House,  but  1  was 
Mxious  that  the  manner  in  which  I  viewed  this  question 
should  not  be  misunderstood,  and  that  an&iety  must  stand 
at  my  exouse- 

The  Motion  wag  rejected  by  f7fi. 
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OEORGi;    llOBERT    DAWSON,    BSa 

W-  Th  ron  DERRY.  A-ND  tiNDER  SECIUrrARr  or  BTATE. 

h'hcn  tlie  Hfcoiid  reading  of  tht?  "  Itoman  C»l1iolrc  DisabiHt}'  OilP 

'   maa  moved  in  iht  rf[>uH.'  of  Comnioiis*  April  19,  1.SS5,  Of:f>iiGE 

Ro&CRT  DAirnoK,  Rjiq.  M.  P.  for  Dcrry.  nnd  Under  Sccrc!;iry  of 

Sttte,  delivered  the  fuUowinu  tiplt-iidid,  dorjuerit,  argmrimtnUTe, 

nnd  trulv  Comtitutionrjl  orjition. 


Sm.*— Often  as  the  Bubject  haa  been  diacuasedf  and  tired 
5  ihe  public  attention  inight  be  supposed  tf>  be  from  re- 
peated dc'bdtcs,  yet,  .srrangtt  to  sjiy,  the  Calliolic  Qiirrtion 
cems  to  ucqaire  a  new  intcrc<it  every  day.    In  England^ 
rom  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  country,  from  the  un- 
arying  success  which   lius  pursued   nil   public    tncflsurea 
jopted  by  the  present  Payliament,  it  b  viewed  as  the  only 
Qeetiou  which  porlend.^  a  doubtful  result,  nnd  it  is  consi- 
ered  and  discussed  by  nil  classes  witli  ibal  caution  nnd 
.dgDient  which  is  so  peculiarly  national;  it  seems,  however, 
I  be  the  great  pohtlcal  ({ucstion  of  tlie  day;  nil  parlies  have 
eir  opinions,  differing  in  character  and  discordant  as  to 
e  result^  but  all  a^reeinir  in  the  great  inipoTtance  and  the 
fit  changes  which  the  altL^ratJon  of  tbe  present  law  must  in- 
>duce  into  the  constitution  of  the  country,     in  Irelondi 
r,  the  interest  created  by  this  que^ticn  is  intense  beyond 
ficription:  the  ordinary  business  of  life  is  suspended  in 
Jer  to  give  an  unciivitlcd  attention  lo  tbi^  great  question; 
pry  individual  becomes  a  politician,  and  before  the  (juet* 
n  is  settled,  there  tvill  be  found  to  be  as  niauy  opinions  as 
trc  are  individual.     In  cities,  in  towns,  in  villages,  the  in- 
est  is  equally  intense;  the  press  is  exclusively  devoted  to 
orators  are  found  without  number  to  inflame,  both  in 
blic  and  private,  the  passions  of  the  people,  to  work  upon 
'Se  passions  at  the  exp^nseof  their  judgment,  and  to  unite 
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the  people  into  one  great  masa  of  diacontentj  for  objects,  the 
attainment  of  which  Till  neither  confer  uniTeraal  good,  nor 
relieve  individual  suffering.     The  clergy  of  all  persuaaions, 
of  the  Established  Church,  Preabyteriaqt  and  Roman  C&- 
tholicj  are  equally  zealous  in  propagating  and  aupporting 
their  own  opinions;  in  shorty  no  class  of  persona  is  neuter^ 
and  the  whole  of  conversation  in  private  life,  and  of  discus- 
sion in  public  meetings,  is  engrossed  in  this  one  great  and 
overwhelming  subject.     Nor  is  the  interest  confined  to  these 
islands;  throughout  Europe  a  general  expectation  prevails 
upon  the  subject,  and  both  the  friends  and  enemies  of  Kng< 
land  are  looking  to  the  discussion  of  this  great  question,  as 
involving  in  it  the  most  serious  consequences  to  this  mighty 
empire,  and  conferring,  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  friend 
or  ibe,  the  principles  of  increased  strength,  or  of  certain  dis- 
organization, 

.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore.  Sir,  that  we  should  approach 
this  question  with  feelings  of  the  greatest  alarm;  it  is  not 
surprising  that  we  should  almost  shrink  from  the  responsibi- 
lity of  deciding  upon  the  fate  of  millions;  as  for  myself,  Sir, 
I  can  truly  state  that  I  am  haunted  with  the  apprehensiona 
of  what  may  be  the  consequences,  whichever  way  the  ques-^ 
tion  may  be  decided.  In  no  point  of  view  can  I  contemplate 
a  result  which  is  safe  for  the  country,  honourable  for  the 
legislature,  or  satisfactory  to  the  parties  interested.  On  the 
one  side,  I  fear  to  perpetuate  a  system,  which  is  called  by 
some  a  system  of  injustice,  against  millions  of  my  fellow-coun- 
trymen; on  the  other,  I  fear  to  introduce  a  change,  which 
has  been  regarded  by  the  best  and  wisest  men  of  England  as 
^tal  to  the  constitution  and  liberties  of  this  great  empire. 
On  the  one  side.  Sir,  I  fear  to  impede  a  prosperity  which, 
after  centuries  of  misery  and  bloodshed,  is  predicted  for 
Iceland,  by  the  adoption  of  a  new  system;  on  the  other 
h^nd,  that  the  upsetting  of  every  thing  established  in  that 
cpuntry,  will  lead  to  consequences  by  no  means  calculated  to 
promote  its  welfare.  On  the  one  side,  I  dread  to  have  a 
question  unsettled,  stimulating  all  the  passions  of  the  multi- 
tude, disturbing  the  tranquillity,  and  leaving  the  peofde  a 
prey  to  any  mischievous  agitators  who  may  work  upon  tbeir 
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passions  for  their  own  Kcllif;li  purposes;  on  the  other  hand, 
t  dread  the  introduction  of  a  system  wbich  will  coniioUdat« 
9ie  sti-ength  of  a  party  in  Ireland,  advi<rs<r  to  aIL  the  esta- 
blished institution!^,  hostile  to  the  cstsbh^hed  religion,  fiiU  of 
Rancour  for  past  triumpha*  and  ready  to  take  Advantage  of 
she  first  opportunity  to  mark  their  vengeance,  and  to  etijoy 
heir  Iritimphs  in  return. 

When  such  conHictiiig  comecjuences.  Sir,  ari^ng  from  the 

lAture  of  the  Catholic  (juention,  ;ire  potted  and  hjthmccd  in 

he  state,  it  is  no  pleasant  duty  to  have  the  decision  impotied 

ipon  you;  most  irilllngly  would  1  avoid  the?  performance  of 

he  duty,  for,  in  truths  the  re^ponhiliiltty  \$  moKt  awful  and 

larmtn^;;  luul,  without  nllectation,  I  can  assure  the  House, 

hat  it  has  cost  me  many  hours  of  uneasiness  and  anxiety. 

Verc  1  convinced  that  the  advantages  outweigh  ihe  tlLsMd* 

antages;  were  I  convinced  that  peace  und  tranquillity,  that 

lie  oblivion  of  ancient  struggles,  thrtt  subordination  to  the 

tw»,  that  respect  for  the  estahliflhed  institutions  of  tlic  conn- 

y,  that  induftiry,  and  in  consefjueiicc  wealtli  and  prosperity, 

ere  probable,  or  even  possible,  by  concession  to  the  KoTnaii 

atholic  Claims,  I  would  willingly  abandon  all  the  notions 

bich  I  have  so  lon^^  entertained  upon  the  subject,  would 

cposc  myself  to  all  the  obloquy  and  all  the  unpopularity  of 

change  of  opinion,  and  Geek  for  comfort  in  the  prospect  of 

ese  new  advantages  ft>r  Irclnnd. 

But,  Sir,  I  own  that  I  am  not  so  convinced;  whatever 
mbts  I  entertained  before,  when  relying  upon  my  own  weak 
dgment  and  imperfect  opportunities  of  observation,  as  to 
e  effect  produced  by  the  discussion  of  the  Catholic  Quca- 
m,  upon  the  people  of  Irelnnd,  those  doubts  are  confirmed 
the  evidence  and  experience  of  others  much  better  able 
form  an  opinion  upon  the  subject,  whose  evidence  ia  now 
on  the  table  of  the  House,  and  which  ought  to  be  read 
til  eagerness  by  every  man  interested  for  tlie  welfare  of 
Jand,  It  is,  I  conceive,  .Sir,  a  most  fortunate  circumstance* 
tt  the  evidence  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
6  the  state  of  Ireland,  h  laid  before  the  public  at  thi^  par- 
[dartime;  itcontainsavolume  of  information  respecting  the 
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eondhion  of  the  people,  their  hnbita  and  circtmifltftjices;  re- 
ipecling  the  operattoiu  of  the  lows,  both  local  and  geoeral; 
r^pecting  the  nature  aod  effect  of  every  institatioD,  both  pub- 
lic and  private,  such  as  never,  up  to  this  time,  haa  been  con- 
denied  together.  In  this  evidence  an  impartial  mjnd  will 
discover,  without  difficulty,  the  condition  of  every  clasSt 
Church-of- England  men,  Presbyterians,  and  Roman  Catho- 
lien,  pourtrayed  by  those  most  qualified  to  give  a  desc^ription, 
from  constant  intercourse ;  it  will  lead  you  into  the  cabin  of 
the  peasant  in  every  part  of  the  country;  into  the  house  of 
the  landlord  {  into  the  mj^terious  recesses  of  the  land  agent 
and  the  tithe  proctor;  into  the  halls  of  justice,  whether  at 
assize,  quarter-sessions,  petty  sessions,  or  manor  courts^  it 
will  lead  you  into  the  Protestant  church,  the  Presbyterian 
meeting-house,  and  the  Roman  Catholic  cb^p^l;  it  presents 
avicwof  the  population  in  their  domestic  habits,  as  labourers, 
inechanics,  and  tenants  {  and  details  the  obstacles  against 
.their  improvement,  arising  not  more  from  their  own  habits, 
than  from  the  administration  of  the  laws ;  it  presents  a  view 
of  the  population  as  part  of  a  political  body,  influenced  by 
the  disabilities  wluch  the  law  has  imposed  upon  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  people ;  and  it  presents  a  view  of  the  character- 
istic marks  of  distinction  which  the  profeaaion  of  different 
creeds  has  stamped  respectively  upon  Protestant  and  Konmn 
Catholic, 

With  this  mass  of  information.  Sir,  it  will  not  be  difficult 
to  discover  the  exact  effect  which  the  Roman  Catholic  dis- 
abilities produce  upon  the  Roman  Catholic  population ;  and 
I  was  greatly  surprised  to  hear  from  such  competent  wit- 
nesses as  Mr.  Cf^Connell,  Dr.  Doyle»  ftnd  £>r.  Kelly,  bow 
Tery  little  the  great  body  of  the  people  is  affected  by  the  dis- 
qualifying laws.  That  the  greatest  wretchedness  exists 
amongst  them,  is  beyond  doubt :  tbat  poverty,  that  want  of 
employment,  insubordination^  distrust  in  all  the  established 
institutions  of  the  country,  fraud,  peijury,  and  immorahty, 
arising  from  that  distrust,  exist  to  afrightful  extent,  is  beyond 
all  doubt;  but  that  Roman  Catholic  emancipation  is  the 
cnre  for  these  evils,  or  one  which  is  regarded  by  the  pea- 
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imttiry  in  any  aihvt  light  ihttti  tUc  gnitiricntif^ri  of  rcli^ioii^ 

li^lry^  is  wliat  ihcsc  gciitlcuicn  Uav«  not  vi^titured  to  a»serl< 

Let  usf   fur  a  moment.  Sir,  consider  the  ^>iclurt-  wliieh 

dr,  O'Coiincll  hns  drnwn  of  Uic  Romnn  Oitliolic  population 

n  the  counties  of  Cork,  Kerry,  Umcrkki  mid  Clare-     It  ia 

r>  be  observed,  flret,  that  he  describes  ilic  efTcct  of  the  dis- 

ualifyiii^  liLws  of  l\w  R;>umn  Catholics   to  be  among  the 

ippcr  clfUitica,  dLicontciit  at  being  exdudetl  from  certain  of- 

cvain  tlic  Stnle,  wlilch  lend  to  lioiioiiror  proHt ;  Riid  umoiig 

iic  lovrer  cla^s^s,  a  KoretM^^^  and  irritalioii  on  accixunl  of  tlie 

pirit  of  superiority  exhibited  by  the   Protestmits ;  let  us 

[Jill  em  plate,  for  an  imtiinl*  8ir>  the  picture  nliioli  helms 

iven  of  the  population  in  iliosc  four    great  couiiuoSf  and 

}e^  according  to  htn  own  sUitcment,  how  tiiHignifiraut  the 

peration  of  such  ferlings  must  be,  and  liow  perfectly  liope- 

»  tlie  repe<'(l  of  fiH  cb?  discjuallfyin^  taws  would  be,  in  im- 

roving  the  condition  of  the  people*     We  must  recollect, 

iftt  he  describes   the  ttomnn  Catholic  population   in  thu 

>iintles  of  Linivnck,  Clare,  and  Kerry,  compared  with  tho 

rotefitants,  as  one  hundred  to  one;  he  fiay»,  the  FroteAtantfl 

c  iiniversaUy  in  favour  of  Catholic  eiuaTtci  pillion  ;  it  is  cvi- 

sol,  ihereforc,  thatin  ihnt  part  of  the  country,  there  can  be 

>  Insolence  or  domination  on  the  one  side,  or  soreness  or 

-itation  on  the  other;  it  is^  in  faet,  a  Koman  Ciithollc  po- 

ilatton,  the  hnbits  and  pnrsuils  of  tlie  people  are  all  Roman 

itholic ;  the  coimnon  business  of  hfe  is  carried  on  according 

Roman  Catholic  maxims  and  Koman  Catliohc  regulations, 

d  unless  Mr.  O'Connell  periodically  came  down  to  tell 

em  that  they  were  the  most  oppressed  people  in  the  world, 

cause  he  cannot  become  a  member  of  parliament  or  a  JLuJge, 

ty  would  not   trouble  their  heads  nbont  Koman  Catholic 

lancipution,  as  long  as  they  found  the  causes  of  (heir  lai- 

'y  and  degradation  so  much  more  tangible,  so  mncli  more 

elligible  to  them,  £o  much  more  felt  in  the  every-day  in- 

cour^e  of  hie. 

But  what,  Sir,  is  the  co[idition  of  the  people  ?  Mr. 
Coimell  says,  that  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes  is 
;i,  that  it  ia  astonishing  hoyv  tliey  presei're  health;  tbers 


is  a  total  privation  of  ev^rj 
istencG  U  such>   that  llii*  iut 
■wonkl  not  exiiuTe  iU    Thtu  ' 
would  be  impossible  to  bAir 
mud,  covered  partly  with  lliiii- 
ficrawa,  and  but  miserably  <ii  I 
rains  of  beaven;  tbatth^yb:' 
a  dresser,  nor  n  plato,  himI 
cept  a  ca^t-m^tnl  pot  to  Ixii 
baLldiiig  ount^isLs   in  geiiemi 
rarity,  thnt  ihey  are  wilhaiu 
botb    mute  and   femslr,   itlof^; 
ihey  have  but  one  Miit  of  cti' 
HQ  change  \u  case  of  w^  vr  . 
throiigliiiut  tlio  grmtest  port  ^  < 
toesaiul  uater ;  during  lbeTo<< 
aour  milk;  that  there  U  no  it-'L- 
pie,  and  that   the  rate  of  v^i^' 
varies  from  eixpence  to  foiupvJ^ 
article  hardly  known  by  the  Inn 
stnntling  the  Ecarcity  of  this  co 
hoTs  sec  iheii'  Innd  accordin;;  ftp 
enormous  rent  of  eight  or  ten  j*' 
cjuetice  of  tbcac  enormous  rcnLi. 
Iri^h  peasant  to  podsess  laiitl,  w; 
ploymeiit,  is  neccsaary  for  hia  tiu' 
an  extraordinary'  increase  in  the  < 
happens  not  unfrequenlly,  that  e.1 
bctvrecn  the  proprietor  in  fee  an 
But,  Sir,  how  decs   Mr.  0*C. 
society  in  which  such  a  :itate  t>t 
How  does  be  describe  the  cffct: 
Ae^  erik,  and   the  conduct  ^ 
otlicr  in  iho  dully  intercourse  < 
these  sub-k'ltlngs,  the  »pinl  of 
dealings  with  one  uuolher  are    i 
they  arc  invariably  harah  oiij  uhIl 
.pecuniary  m^ittvis.     The  ap|>Gal 
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Dermu,  and  vn  the  most  triviid  occnfiionfl ;  but  when  ilicy 
tvaj>pt'ttr,  till;  must  frightful  immorality  Uexhibitcdi  Th& 
bligatloii  uf  uii  oath  U  dbregurdvil ;  iha  Hippant  ai)d  db- 
pct  swearer  i:^  idwnyrt  vucccrfetful ;  to  hurt  a  CUDadciioo  la  u» 
tccnvcjiiciice,  »iul  puruits  cmpWy  Uii^ir  diildrcii,  ut  tlic 
^rliet»t  ii^e,  tu  be  tbdr  witncssrs  in  courts  of  justice  ;  to  got 
dt  4LS  scon  tis  poSMbIt;,  of  iht;  lic«  L>f  coD«cicncCf  and  to 
link  falflvbuod  uiid  jieijur^  the  oidy  meuod  t^C  succetaful  U-< 
gaUoii. 

Mr-  O'Coiindl  then  i«'occcds,  Sir,  to  dcacribe  the  effect 

bich  the  Uves  have  had  in  checking  the  evil  liablta  of  the 

■Jisaniry  Ui  these  coumles ;  and  no  wonOer  ihat  ho  h  iruch 

EMi])j>i>iikLed  at  ibelr  rt'ituh.    Lavs  are  made  to  regulate  and 

ddc  aodelj,  to  gii^ird  ugain&t  tbe  frailty  of  human  nature,'' 

protect  the  weak  against  the  strong,  and  to  giv<!  a  prjicti* 

I  evidence  of  the  udvjtnt^igeii  of  order  and  rtj^^ulnrity  over 

ice  and  InwksMicss ;  but,  it)  order  to  bu*  useful,  luw»  must 

kindly  administcrctl)  and  unless  there  me  agents  to  carry 

*En  into  execution,  it  would  be  juat  ai^  ^^ell  to  have  no  \av^ 

oU*    Such  is  the  unfortunate-  condition  of  this  part  of  the 

lutryf  the  material  for  executing  the  laws  is  so  bad,  thut 

tiee  )H  a  total  stranger  to  these  districts  ;  the  kwA  which 

re  been  founil  good  in  more  fiivourcd  parts,  arc  here  the 

y  cause  of  tyranny  and  oppre^i^on.     The  unfortunate 

»ple  »eem  to  labour  under  a  polittcaJ  curgc;  the  order  of 

urc  is  reversed,  and  the  vine  tree  is  made  to  produce  the 

ID,  nnd  the  hg  tree  to  beur  the  thistle.     Mr-  O'ConncU 

s»  that  every  act  of  Parliament  passed   since  the  peace, 

had  the  efiect  of  depressing  the  people,  and  rendering 

ir  condition  worse;  nor  does  he  eon^ne  hiinaelf  to  the 

9  passed  since  the  pence ;  he  seems  totally  to  forget  that 

Uie  administration  tji'  the  laws  by  the  Konian  Catholics 

ovelves,  and  not  tlie  laws,  winch  h  the  cause  of  the  de- 

'ed  condition  of  the    people.      How  el*e  can  a  law  he 

id  useful  in  Ulster,  nnd  injurious  in  Munster  'i 

ut,  Sir,  it  is  right  to  irkcntion  some  at  least  of  the  laws 

:h  he  condemns,  and  which  hiivc  wrought  such  dill'erent 

iindiRercnt  parts  of  the  country.     In  1617^  it  law  was 
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passed  to  regulate  the  deftlings  between  latidlo  rd  anA  tenant ; 
the  effect  of  this  law  was  to  give  the  landlord  a  certain  and 
ei:peditiouB  proceSB  of  getting  possession  of  his  lands  ^m  s 
tenant  under  the  yearly  rent  of  ML,  who  did  not  pay  Iub 
rent,  and  also  to  gire  the  occupying  tenant  a  cbeap  and 
speedy  remedy  against  the  middleman,  who  had  allowed  the 
head  landlord  to  distrain  the  occupying  tenant  for  rent  due 
by  the  middleman-  Now,  Sir,  this  Uw.is  described  fay  Mr. 
0*Coiinell  as  leading  to  murder  and  insurrection  in  the  south, 
whilst  it  is  described  by  my  honourable  friend,  the  member 
for  I^uth,  (Leslie  Foster,  EsqO  as  the  most  important  and 
the  most  useful  law  to  the  landed  interest  in  the  nwth, 
which  has  ever  passed  the  legislature.  In  another  part  of 
his  cTidence,  Mr.  O'Connell  says,  "  in  his  conscience  be  is 
thoroughly  convinced,  that  if  a  society  were  instituted  to 
discourage  virtue,  and  countenance  vice,  it  would  be  inge- 
nioni  indeed  if  it  had  discovered  such  a  system  as  the  As^at- 
ant  Barristers'  Court ;"  but,  in  another  part  of  the  country,  in 
the  north,  and  in  the  counties  of  Leinster,  the  most  honour- 
able testimony  is  given  in  favour  of  this  court,  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  it  is  described  to  be  satis&ctory  to 
the  people  ^ho  bring  their  cases  before  it,  honourable  to  the 
nagislrates  presiding,  and  creditable  to  the  juries  who  are 
engaged  in  it.  How  different  to  Mr.  O'Conneirs  statement^ 
The  barristers  are  incompetent,  the  juries  corrupt,  the  wit- 
nesses and  litigants  perjured  I  Even  tithes,  the  grand  cause 
of  discontent  in  other  parts,  assume  a  different  complexion  in 
these  ill-fated  regions-  The  Protestant  Clergyman,  tbe 
owner  and  proprietor  of  the  tithe,  ceases  to  be  an  object  of 
hatred,  as  in  other  places ;  but  the  proctor,  who  is  invariably 
a  Roman  Catholic,  is  merciless  and  unrelenting,  and  encoun- 
ters the  double  portion  of  hatred,  and  often  of  vengeance, 
which  is  due  to  his  Protestant  master  and  to  his  own  exac- 
tions. 

Such,  Sir,  is  a  small,  a  very  small  portion  of  the  evils  de- 
scribed by  Mr.  O'Connellaspeirading  tbe  counties  of  Kerry, 
Cork,  Limerick  and  Clare.  I  have  not  mentioned  a  tenth 
part  of  the  practical  misery  detailed  in  his  evidwice,  as  a 
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latler  of  cvery-day  ocuiirrciicc ;  bu;  it  must  strike  every 

^Vi  that  in  a  country  so  circumstanced,  the  Homun  Catho- 

e  di«ul)iiit1es  are  evfh  ofclie  verj'  1en»tcoj>9Criutnce :  indeed 

lisnoc  quite  cleai%  wlictlicr  Roman  Cntliolic  emancipation 

ould  not  follow  the  fate  of  all  the  other  laws  intended  for 

tclr  advantage^  aiid  become  an  evil  in^iteiid  of  a  licnciit. 

But,  Slr^  who  vfili  iLiutcrtnke  to  say,  that  Roman  Cutliolic 

mancipation  will  LranquJIlize  a  conntry  so  circii instanced; 

h.tt  men  will  be  bold  enough  lo  send  their  Ciipitnl  into  such 

«tricts  \  U*  enijiloy  the  ]>oimlation,  niid  teach  them  habitat 

'  industry  and  pence  -'     What  a  reformation  must  Uiko 

ally  independent  of  the  Catholic  queMton,  before 

re-gnlarity  will  be  intmdticed;  before  confidence 

impired,  before  the  reciprocal  duties  of  man  towards  man 

^  understood ;  before  morality  is  eoniiidered  a»  ii  master  of 

ty^  and  not  of  spcculalion,  and  before  the  rights  of  pro* 

rty  are  understood  and  protected  I     Who  will  undertake 

say,  timt  Koirian  Catholic  emancipation,  and  the  payment 

the  Komnn  Catholic  Priesthood,  will  render  one  soklier 

9  neeessary,  one  policeman  less  indispensable,  in  a  state  of 

licty  sncli  as  is  ilcscribed  by  Mr,  O'Connell  to  exist  in  the 

mties  of  Clare,  Kerry.  Cork,  and  Limerick  'i    The  country 

jr  secure  his  attachment  by  opening  Parliament  And  the 

ic)i  to  Ills  ambition  ;  but  the  great  body  of  the  people  will 

left  U\\\  in  the  same  state  of  nakedness  am)  mis^ery,  and 

gland  will  be  Htill  trailed  upon  to  supply  her  anus  and  lier 

d  to  keep  the  ma^is  of  i\\v  people  in  subjection  ti>  those 

s,  vibich  are  as  much  calcuhited  for  their  protection  now, 

if  they  had  been  enacted  by  Mr.  O'Conucll  liimselli  in 

prifi  person;'). 

kit,  Sir,  tliougb  I  was  doubtful  of  the  benefits  which 
removal  of  the  disqualifying  laws  against  the  Roman 
bolicft  would  confer  upon  Ireland,  1  was  by  no  means 
htful  of  ibeevil  conset^nences  which  would  ariKe  from  it. 
said  that  Roman  Catholic  Emancipation  will  unite  the 
tcstant  and  the  Itnman  Catholic;  that  it  will  conferupon 
Kcnuin  Catiiolic  nil  the  advantages  to  which  a  Just  ambi- 
Aspire;  aihl  that  it  will  take  away  from  the  Pro- 
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testant  nothing  but  his  prejudices  anil  hia  fears.     If  I  wa 
convinced  that  such  woald  be  the  case,  L  »hoiilil  he  n^^h^mc 
to  continue  an  oppOBition  to  their  clniniB-     Biit»  Sir,  wben 
consider  the  position  of  the  tvo  parties ;  when  I  consider  the 
declarations  which  have  been  made,  and  the  Mgns  which 
have  been  given,  I  can  never  expect  that  the  two  pftrties  will 
amulgAmate  together.    The  Protestants  are  in  possession 
all  that  is  valuable  in  Ireland;  their  estates,  no  matter wh 
ther   rightly   or  wrongfully,  have  been  wrested  from   t 
Roman  Catholics.     The  ealablishmenls  of  the  country  Ci 
ferring  emolument  an  J  honour,are  all  Protestant;  the  Chur 
conferring  a  splendid  provision  upon  its  ministers,  and  tb 
corporations  giving  station  and  power  and  influence  to  I 
members,  are  nil  Protestant,  and  have  nil,  at  no  distant  period, 
been  in  possession  of  Roninn  Cat!)olic«. 

Is  it  possible  therefore  to  think^  Sir,  that  all  the  so' 
advantages  can  be  un  one  side,  without  exciting  a  hope 
enjoyment  on  tbe  other?  Can  Protectants  and  Roi 
Catholics  really  unite  together  when  such  leinptin^  obj 
are  ojien  to  the  Homan  Catholicsj  and  when  a  jkublic  clamoi 
has  already  been  begun  ngain«t  the  Protestants?  Will  the 
Roman  Catholics  be  satislied  to  see  every  Proleatant  jnslilu* 
tiou  rolling  in  we^hh  nnd  splendour,  whilst  his  own  arc  i^^ 
poverty  and  distress?  Will  he  submit  to  have  his  churche^^| 
his  convents,  his  schools,  his  colleges,  supported  by  almsl^" 
whilst  his  Protestant  rival  revels  in  the  enjoymeut  of  Itoma^^ 
Catholic  possessions?  Human  nature  forbid**  tis  to  think  >><l^| 
and  I  must  do  the  Roman  Catholics  the  justice  to  say,  tht^^ 
they  have  been  no  hypocrites  on  this  occasion,  but  have  pr<^^J 
claimed  boldly  and  naturally  their  expectations.  ^^| 

If,  Sir,  power  he  pivcn  to  the  Kouiaii  Catholics,  it  is  in  ' 
vain  to  think  that  the  two  estublishment;^  can  be  co-cxistei 
The  wealtli  and  influence  of  the  Protestants  are  too  ^reat 
be  viewed  with  passive  indiflei^ence ;  ajid  the  ambition  ui 
overbearing  didposition  of  the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  a 
Roman  Catholic  laity,  are  too  notorious  to  be  fiatisGed  with 
the  empty  souads  of  equal  rights.  Their  gentry  and  ncbili 
are  ambitious ;  tlieir  priesthood  is  overbcftriiig,  arrogant^ 
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(tolerant ;  and  ibeir  people,  on  account  of  Uielr  {tUydfitl 
bvxy  and  dugtuduUoji,  will  become  Llii-trrciKly  tools  for«ny 
laogc,  ttDd  will  niTkkc  their  grievances,  no  matter  vbeiber 
j^iiig  from  rciiUr  lltbes,  ur  taxes  t^  mucb  u  cftui^e  of  cuni- 
uiuL  ;igatii!(t  ibeir  ru1or»,  in  oitler  to  bring  oti  Ronmn 
atliolic  Sitprcnmcy,  us  tltey  hu^e  aln-nUy  doiu;  to  bring  on 
oinan  Catholic  Jtlinancipation.  Tbc  Roman  Catholic 
lopie  of  Ireland  will  never  think  thai  Ireland  can  be  |>ro»- 
Tou«  wilder  n  Prolt'Stont  Govcrnint-m.  Tbt?  Roman 
LthoHc  iniititutions  mn^t  clash  witb  the  spirit  of  TrotestanC 
eraliiy,  and  unless  die  greatest  encouragement  be  given  to 
invtUmtons,  ttic  people  wiU  become  proportioiinbly 
Qtentcd. 

Will  any  man  nndr^rtakc  lo  eny,  Sir,  Ihat  tb<>  Order  of 

vuits  ougbt  to  be  cncouragej,  or  even  tolerated,  by  a  Fro- 

tant  Governiuent  i — an  order  whicli  has  been  )}roMcriL)rd 

almost  every  Htati)  in  l*]urope,  and  which  i»  the  more  dan- 

ou;s  on  account  of  the  abd^ty  and  unpretending  ambition 

ts  leaders  \  and  yet  such  an  institution  i^  in  perfect  activity 

Ircliuuh     NvtwithHtandiiig  the  poE»ittvc  contradiction  of 

honourable  friend  the  member  for  tbe  (jueen's  County, 

'  H.  Piirnell,)  and  his  conlrLidiction,  in  my  opinion,  proves 

suspicion  in  which  die  hl^tahh^Iimcnt  regards  its  own 

id&f  >ett  notwithfitanding  his^  contradiction,  Mr.  O'Connell 

allowed,  that  the  Je^nit^  are  in  full  activity  in  Irubind. 

I  a  Pr<jlc*Uint  Government  encourage  die  Jesuits  l     If  it 

•>,  the  Jesuits  will  soon  rouse  the  people  against  such 

vernmenl.     Will  a  Protestant  Government  Mow  an  un- 

cd  endowment  of  monasteries,  abbess,  and    conventi^  ? 

it  relax  the  laws  of  mortmain  in  favour  of  Roman 

lolic  E-siaWiwhmenl,  and  exempt  the  bequests  of  pious 

tan  Catholics  frf>in    the  s^me  degree  of  jealousy  and 

any>  vhicb  they  have  adopted  with  respect  to  Protestant 

utions?     And  yet,  if  there  is  any  jealousy  on  the  sub* 

wbot  a  clamour  will  be  raised  by  the  Unman  Catholic 

^t     Already,  Sir,  the  laws  are  considered  unju£t,  inqui- 

at,  and  partial,  which  subject  the^e  betjuestfi  to  any  limi* 

but  i£  Cuthohcism  shall  become  a  part  and  parcel  of 
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the  Ccnstitulton,  wliat  denunciutiona  we  shall  hear  agAonc 
any  mmirter  who  shall  dare  to  interfere  wilh  the  ilispoution 
of  priTatc  property  for  such  pious  purposes  !  ^Vith  respect 
to  schools  and  colleges,  Sir,  the  same  clashing  principles  will 
prevail.  If  the  Roman  Catholics  be  admitted  to  power,  vill 
not  their  laity  and  their  priesthood  he  naturally  anxiotis  to 
procure  pecuniary  assistance  for  tlieirschooU  and  collcgest 
Andyel,  Sir,  let  any  man  read  tlie  evidenccof  Mr.  O'ConncU 
respecting  the  College  of  Maynooth,  and  ask  himself,  if  a 
parliament  \fould  be  justifietl  in  encourngirig  such  a  system 
ofeducntiOD  in  a  free  country*  He  descrihes  it  to  be  car- 
ried on  according  to  the  most  rigid  principles  of  mona^ 
discipliitc ;  to  be  the  abode  of  glooni,  secresy,  and  retiremetit; 
io  teach  notbing  hut  theology,  and  that,  too,  t!ie  theology  of 
the  Jesuits ;  and  to  deaden  the  bearti;  of  its  youthful  inhabit* 
anls  by  shutting  ihent  out  from  all  intercourse  with  the  worid, 
iheir  friends  and  relations.  Under  any  circuinstanccspisit 
not  the  duty  of  a  government  to  superintend  such  an  est*' 
blishment  ?  But,  if  increased  funds  were  added  to  it,  and  if 
Catholicisni  were  to  be  Incorporutcd  in  our  Constitution, 
would  a  Protestant  Government  be  justiBed  in  exempting  it 
from  the  same  jurisdiction  vhich  the  Fi^encli  Oovcmmeni 
extends  over  the  colleges  and  seminaries  in  that  country.  In 
order  to  protect  them  from  the  introduction  of  principleH 
subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  Gatlican  Church  ?  -And  yet, 
we  know  enough  of  the  Roman  Catholic  disposition  in  Ireland 
to  be  assured,  that  if  any  scrutiny,  much  more  a  scrutiny  of 
the  jealous  character  of  the  French  Government,  vmscxtr- 
cised  over  Maynooth  College,  the  whole  Roman  Catholic 
body,  clergy,  and  laity,  would  be  in  arms  agaimt  such  unjust 
interference. 

But,  Sir,  it  is  unnecessary  tn  go  on  detailing  how  Rom. 
Catholic  objects  and  Protestant  principles  must  clash  Coj 
ther ;  let  any  man  refer  to  the  evidence  on  the  table,  and 
in  every  page  he  will  see,  not  only  how  iiieompAtibte  the  two 
Establishments  are  to  exist  together,  but  how  decided  and 
certain  are  the  expectations  of  the  Roman  ('athnliec  to  make 
their  religion  ascendant  in  Ireland.     And  her^.  Sit 
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lake  one  or  iiiro  ob«orvAtions  nhli  respect  to  tbe  prominent 

b^acters  who  Iiavc  given  evidence,  and  Co  nam  the  Hotuc 

;ain«t  their  tone  and  iiunner.     Like  many  others,  1  wu 

really  struck  vicli  the  nutnncr  and  moderation  of  several  of 

tose  gentlemen;  it  wjls  impossible  not  to  admire  the  infor* 

ution  Rnd  the  abilities  dispbycd  by  Mr  BUke  and  Mr, 

^'Contiell ;  it  was  iuipoAsitile,  nbo,  not  to  lulmiie  tlic  demcA- 

Hir  of  the  Komun  CtiEholic  bishops>  Dr.  Murray  and  £>r* 

oyle,  uml  particuUrly  the  eloquence,   learning,  aiid  zealt 

splayed  by  tliose  tivo  prt^lalea ;  but,  I  nm  obliged  to  say, 

ovgli  my  admiration  of  tlietr  talents  still  continues,  my 

nfideiice  in  their  testimony  is  very  mucli  iibatcil;    it  ii 

possible  on  any  rational  ground:^  to  reconcile  the  turbif 

lee  and  vehemence  of  Mr,  O'Connell  in  Ireland  with  his 

ideratien  and  forbearance  before  the  committee  j  itiiim- 

saible    to    reconcile   the  e.vaggeratod    stntemcnt  of   lug 

eeches  in  Irebnd  with  the  p^ilJiLitions  and  admissions  of  his 

idence ;  it  i^  impossible  ta  reconcile  his  advice  and  counsel 

bts  countrymen  wilh  the  picture  which  he  has  drawn  in 

evidence  of  the  history  and  condition  of  Ireland ;  it  U  im- 

tsible  to  reconcile  his  political  principles  v^ith  Ids  political 

ledies,  and  I  know  not  how  llie  Jiamc  man  can  be  tlie 

nd  of  Cobbutt  and  the  honourable  member  Tor  Wei^t- 

later,  of  universal  autfrage  and  the  disquahftcation  of  the 

ill  freeholders;  I  am  reduced,  therefore,  to  the  disagree- 

E  necessity  of  viewing  uU  his  testnnony  with  consideruble 

idence,  and  aa  tending  to  show  more  the  strength  of  bis 

lies  than  of  his  conviction. 

lut,  Sir,  I  was  gtill  more  astonished  at  the  evidence  of  Dr. 
vie.  There  is  the  gre^itest  hiconsistency  between  his  evi> 
ce  as  a  political  writer  and  a  parliamentary  witness  :  it  is 
Dflsible  to  believe  that  both  should  come  from  the  brain 
Ike  same  man ;  and  in  whatever  manner  it  is  viewed,  whe- 
in  the  meekness  exhibited  before  the  committee,  or  in 
hatred  and  rancour  pervading  his  political  writings,  it 
t  excite  the  moat  hvely  apprehensions  respecting  the 
i  and  justice  of  a  cause,  which  is  advocated  by  a  man  of 
*3.  and  his  statiou  in  tills  double  character.     It  is 
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fjuile  notorious.  Sir,  ihat  during  tlie  last  two  jears  Dr,  Ooylc 
\iz9  »eni  into  the  world  several  political  p«implilets,  or  rathct 
books,  un<Icr  the  ai;:natuTe  of  J.K.L.;   there  is  no  doabi 
tliat  lie  is  the  uutlior  of  tlieae  works,  as   an  address  wu 
voted  to  him  by  namt*,  (Dn  Doyle,)  by  the  Catholic;  Associa- 
tion, conveying  the  thanks  of  (but  body  for  Ms  works,  which 
address  he  Accepted;  these  pamphleu,  together  with  twcb^ 
letters  on  the  Stale  of  Irebind,  published  a  few  weeks  since, 
contntn  the  grossest  attacks  upon  every  Protestant  institutioi 
in  Ireland,  and  miiit  excite  the  fears  of  every  man  attached 
to  the  Church  and  the  Protestant  Estubliibment.     In  every 
page,  whether  as  a  legi»>tiitor,  as  a  divine,  or  as  a  ciilzeti  of 
the  vorld,  be  breathes  the  most  I'ancoroiis  spirit  against  the 
laws,  against  the  Cbitrch  Establishment,  against  the   Pro- 
tectant population ;  as  a  Icgiwlutor  lie  teaches  the  p^ropl 
despise  the  laws,  nnd  to  regard  them  as  formed  much  mortt, 
for  their  depression  and  degradation,  than  for  their  improve 
ment ;  as  a  divine  he  cannot  conccJil  hi«  fury  against  cbo 
tcslnnt  Churcli,  at  the  hare  mention  of  the  name  of  Protest- 
nut  Church  he  is  thrown  into  a^onicSf  in  which  he  gives  vent 
to  tlie  most  uudij;;m6cd  reproaches, and  to  the  most  tinfoui>deJ 
calumnies  ugtiinst  all  its  members;    he  reviles  its  ceremonies 
condemns  its  principle:^,  and  abuses  all  the  ministers  of  its 
churcti  in  the  most  unmeasured  terms.     In  speaking  of  bit 
own  church  he  is  nrmgont  and  intolerant,  and  presents  one 
of  the  truest  pictures  of  an  obedient  son  to  the  Sec  of  KoDr. 
which  tliese  countries  ever  produced. 

If  Dr  Doyle  haJ  power.  Sir,  Popes  Gregory  and  Bonifiict 
could  not  desire  a  more  able  or  wilting  imtriiment  to  Uy  Ire- 
land in  shackles  at  the  feet  of  their  Holinesses.  Such  are 
his  seiitimerts,  such  aire*  Wts  principles,  when  be  ftppear« 
before  the  world  as  a  political  writer :  but,  when  he  appears 
before  the  Parliamentary  Comiiiittde.  he  changes  his  ehs- 
TACtcr  altogetlier;  he  is  moderate  in  his  vicw»,  measured  in 
his  language,  liberal  in  his  principles ;  be  U  an  admirer  of 
the  British  Constitution,  be  is  an  admirer  of  its  law*;  he 
abjures  the  power  of  the  Pope,  except  iu  matters  purely  fipi< 
ritual,  and  he  is  as  sturdy  as  any  old  covenanter  in  refusing 
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}im  Any  power,  except  in  tlic  imtJtutioit  of  biidiops  i  lie  has 
fapiuwers  reaily  forcrcry  {|ue!ittati,  ami  thonc  atiswcrs  always 
pq^lcn  to  be  precisely  the  answer*  which  the  wariut^bt  friviid 
}t  iiomMn  Catbolic  emancipation  would  ilcaire  to  get^  they 
us  copious,  leftrncd,  aod  eloquent. 

But,  Sir,  take  him  on  douhtful  qi^  forLrHlden  ground,  and  his 

'hole  manner  changes;  ask  hltnaboutthc  lcttt!n»  ofJ,  K.  L.; 

t»k  hiiii  about  the  principles  contained  lu  thuse  Wtters,  bin 

luwcrs  arc  short  and  pithy.     ^^  Have  you  seen  a  late  puh- 

catiQU,  entitled.  Letters  on  the  State  of  Ireland  by  J.  K.  Jj.  ? 

-I  have  seen  them/'     "  Do  you  hold  the  sao^e  opinions 

itb  tile  author  of  those  letteis? — 1  dare  say  I  do."     "  Do 

mi  hold  the  siimc  opiuiuns  with  respect  lo  tlie  forty-slijlling 

ecboldera?"  Here  wus  the  touclijslone;  he«aw  he  was  getting 

>ou  dangerous  groujjd ;  his  letters  had  been  wr jtlen  and  pub- 

*bed  before  hu  vas  let  into  ihe  secret  of  the  ei>mpromi?te  of 

fectiug  Romjtn  CntUolic  emancipation  at  the  expense  of  the 

oman  Ottliotic  freeliolderi^ ;  like  a  ^ood  genera),  hut  like  an 

'iiOeretileecleTiLuscIc,lLt  determined  to  purry  the  (juei^tiun;  he 

ipealed  therefore  to  the  kindness  and  courtesy  of  the  com- 

tu*c  to  s^nTQ  him  nn  cxAuiination  upon  that  subject;  fats 

peal  prevailed,  and  he  was  allowed  to  escape  from  the 

eninia  to  which  he  nmsc  inevitably  have  been  exposed  by 

iher  exatnination  ^  the  artifice,  however,  cannot  succeed ; 

I  books  arc  published,  his   evidence  is  published,  and 

&ry  reflecting  mind  ought  to  compare  them  together,  be- 

e  hnplicit  credence  can  be  given  lo  the  evidence  of  Dr. 

»yle. 

\^ow,  Sir,  thf?  mischiefs  of  this  double  dealing  are  incalcu- 
fe,  &nd  vender  the  settlement  of  this  question  almost  im- 
laible-  lit  Ireland,  the  puhhc  opinion,  among  the  Roman 
iboKcs,  ifi  governed  entirely  by  the  opinions  of  Dr.  Doyle 
I  Mr,  O'Connell.  Dr.  Doyle  undertakes  the  moinageineiit 
'nhe  ecclesiastical,  Mr.  O'Connell  the  management  of  the 
part  of  the  population*  The  former  teaches  the  Roman 
holtc  clergy  to  consider  the  Protestant  Church  as  here- 
in, intrusive,  tyranmcal  and  useless;  he  point  "Ith 
from  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  f 
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itfoiithip  as  insulting  to  the  Uoman  Catholic  population,  and 
its  ministers  as  spoltalora  and  scorpions.     He  is  believed 
Ireland  by  the  Koman  Catholic  clcrgyiSiid  li<:  is  dreaded  by 
the  Protestant  clergy.     Mr.  OConnell  pursues  the   sav 
system  in  alienating  the  minds  of  the  lay  populatioii  froa 
ever}'thing  which  is  established  and  Protectant;   the  con-' 
sequence  is,  that  there  is  scari^ely  a  Protestant  in  Ireland 
who  does  not  dread  some  great  convulsbn  from  concesflloo 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  Claims,  and  scarcely  a  Kotnan  embo- 
lic ^vho  does  net  expect  to  gain  someihhig  more  thun  elig^^ 
bility  to  either*     But  in  this  country  they  both  adopt  &  dij 
ferent  language,  and  mould  their  opinions  according  to  the 
of  theii'  auditory- 

The  result  of  this  artifice  is,  Slri  that  the  Protettant^  i 
Ireland  have  a  well -grounded  alartn  that  the  British  Parlii* 
ment  is  deceived;  they  think  their  own  cauBe  obandonetif^ 
and  they  attribute  this  defection  to  the  hollow,  deceilftil, 
and  dangerous  tone  adopted  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Icodert 
ia  this  country ;  th^y  compare  this  moderation^  and  the  eflect 
it  has  had  upon  the  English  niinJ,  with  the  fury  itnd  vio-l 
lence  which  is  practiced  in  Ireland;  aud  they  anticipate 
nothing  but  ruin  and  desolation  to  the  Protestant  cause. 
To  expect  an  luuon  oi  nentimcnt,  to  expect  an  obLvion  of 
ancient  struggles,  to  expect  the  tranquillizaticn  of  pretent 
tears,  and  to  anticipate  a  brighter  prospect  in  future,  is,  under 
such  circumstances,  impossible ;  nay,  the  Homan  Cilbolicf 
themselves  take  good  care  that  the  Protestants  in  Englmid 
shall  not  be  deceived  upon  the  subject.  Already  tb<7  see 
the  prey  witliin  their  grasp;  already  they  have  M^nl  forth 
their  manifestoes,  and  have  begun  to  sing  tbeir  songs  of 
triumph.  If  the  Protestants  look  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Kornau  CatliuUc  body  in  the  incKcnl  day ;  if  they  look  to 
their  itpceches  and  resolntions;  if  they  look  to  tlic  records 
of  history  to  centcmplale  what  their  future  condition  mtist 
be,  when  the  Homan  Catholics  have  .succeeded  in  obtaining 
power,  they  can  find  nothing  coiuoUtory,  nothiug  but  tin 
ruin  and  overthrow  of  their  own  establbhments.  The  me-' 
nacea  and  the  intentions  of  the  Koman  Catholics  are  too. 
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Rsamfr»t,  And  lliir  exnnipl^^t  of  history  «rv  too  convincing  to 
e^ve  flay  doubt  tipoTi  the  aithjcct. 

>  Ami  ht;re,   Sir,   I   nhM  bt^   to  cftU  the  attention  oF  the 

ffcuiw  to  Ji  EDoat  curiuuH  hUtoncal  coincidence  which  cjLnnot 

fail  to  proTc  thjit  tlic;  ohjcctn  of  the  Roman  Cachotici  m  Ire- 

andarc  uncfattiigcd  und  unchtLngctihlc*     On  thefflstof  Muyf 

I8J£4,  A  ptfthion  VM  presented  to  this  I  loiuc  by  the  honourable 

md  It^urncil  inenibei  for  WnLchi-lacrti  (Mr.  Brougham),  from 

be  Catholic  Af«ociution<     'llic  petilioii  itself  waji  l<>ng  und 

lOiitprcheDHive,  und  ho  general  wus  its  ccn«uTo  of  over^lhing 

tttablished  in  Irdaud^  that  il  called  forth  the  reprobtiUon 

kf  even  the  hotiouriible  und  Itiinn^d  nicrniber  him^^ulf^  who 

ieclined  to  foimd  jitiy  moaKurc  u}>on  it,  from  the  certain  con- 

ictlon,  tliat  the  lieuHc  would  mark  it!»  indication  of  the 

uuter  ccinULiiied  in  it.     The  petilion*  however,  cunchided 

rith    this*  |)rajer: — '*  The  lieiiiiouera   therefore  |iruy,  that 

AS  Hotine  will  euu^o  a  thorough  reform  to  be  tn^idc  in  tho 

imporulidns  of  the  E^tubli>hed  Chnreh  i  tij«t  the  IIoubg 

Ul  render  Orangemen  im;ligib1c  to  ^ervc  as  llta^i^lrale»  or 

tion;    that  thellouiie  will  diefranchise  the  corporations; 

ftd  that  the  ITotise  will  pass  un  acl  to emnnclpiite  the  Rotnan 

aCboUc^  of  Ireland/'     Now,  8ir,  in  ordt*r  to  know  what  tlie 

.ota&n  Catholica  mean  by  a  reform  in  the  temporalities  of 

M  Established  Church,  I  must  rffer  to  the  work.»  uf  J-  K. 

.  and  theve  I  A^ill  fii^d,  that  a  reforni  in  the  temporaUtied 

^an^  lo  strip  the  Protestant  Chtnch  of  all  itg  property, 

id  to  give   ita  miniater-H  a  stipend  proportioned   to  their 

itlcs;  lo  take  away  the  cbuicheB^  in  order  to  restore  them 

the  Roman  Catholics ;  and  to  put  the  schools,  colleges,  and 

idovmenls  of  the  Protestant  Kstabliahment  upon  a  ntw 

otmg.    The  disfruichizementof  the  corporations,  and  dis- 

lalificution  of  Protectants  u>  serve  as  judges  or  jurors»  is 

!ar  enough. 

Now,  Sir,  it  is  a  curious  coincidence,  that  every  one  of  these 
jects,  which  nro  so  fervently  sought  for  by  the  Roman 
icbolica  in  1SJ£4,  were  actually  carried  into  execution  in 
61  and  1G88,  when  the  Roman  Catholics  had  unrestriuned 
ill  Irelund  :  and  with  the   permia&ion  cf  tb 
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dull  mention  how  this  was  efli?cted  ttntl  \U  consequences. 
In  tlio  yc&r  I6S7,  when  Lord  Tvrconnell  wu  appointed 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  when  it  was  determined  in 
King  Jflmes'jt  cabinet  to  root  out  the  Proi«stanl  Estahliab- 
tnent  in  Ireland,  the  fir&t  act  of  his  ad  mtnUt ration,  in  order 
to  secure  Ihia  object,  wus  to  remove  exen'  ProlesUinl  fro 
the  ad  minis  trillion  of  juGtice.  The  Prot^rstant  judges  wen 
accordingly  removed  from  the  bench,  Proteatant  magistrauri 
tirom  tlie  commission  of  the  peace.  Papists  were  put  in 
tlicir  placi-s ;  every  oflice  of  justice  from  it  alierifT  to  a, 
Stable  was  tilled  by  a  Papist, 

Having  succeeded  in  getting  cDmplelo  power  over  Ih^ 
lives  and  properties  of  tbe  Protestants  by  thi?  appointment 
of  Roman  Catholic  ministers  of  justice,  the  nesit  object  of 
attack  was  agaimt  the  cor[»oralions.  Accordingly,  to  use 
the  language  of  Che  Unman  C'jithalic  petition,  tbe  corpora- 
tions were  fill  disfranchized;  tbeir  charters  were  taken awfty, 
and  new  charters  given,  by  which  ihc  King  reserved  to  hiiD- 
self  the  power  of  displacing  any  mayor,  aldernmn,  or  burgess. 
The  corporations,  therefore,  became  the  staves  of  ihc  Kuig's 
will,  and  by  displaciHj^  all  tbe  Protectant  members,  and  fill- 
ing up  tbeir  places  with  Papists,  he  hi  fact  »ei;ured  to  himself 
a  complete  and  uncontroiilablc  power  over  the  Ic^vlaturc. 
and  commanded  the  corporations  to  return  such  men  to  Par- 
liament 'd»  be^t  suited  his  purpose. 

Having  srttle<l  tlicse  preliminaries,  the  next  slep  wa».  Sir, 
to  summon  a  Parliament,  in  order  to  have  the  colour  of  kw 
for  the  great  anil  eom|irehcn!!;ivc  scheme  of  destroying  tbe 
Protestant  religion.  In  1689  a  Parliamenl  met  in  Dublin; 
and  from  the  prccnulJODs  laken  by  the  Goveniment  to  give 
orders  to  ihe  shf^riiFs  to  return  none  but  Papists  from  the 
cdimiiea,  and  from  the  complete  possession  of  the  corpora- 
Lions  by  the  Koman  Catholics,  it  was  just  such  «  Parliajnent 
ns  the  most  sanguine  Roman  Catholic  could  desire.  The 
House  of  Commons  consi^led  of '^8  members,  eight  of  whom 
only  were  Protolattlsi  the  House  of  Lordft  comisled  of 
forty-fix  mtmberf,  of  whom  only  eight  or  nine  were  Pro* 
lestuiits. 
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BeboM,  ihereforep  Sir^  ihe  Konum  Cjitliolicv  in  full  jiower, 

ttrid  wliat  was  ihe  usv  which  thr j  innde  of  ic  ?     TlieiT  flrst  act 

^as  to  rtrpeaL  the  Act  of  ScUlcment,  an  ac:  which  had  bepii 

pHsscil  in   the  reign  of  King  Char1e»  IL,  for  conflrniiiig  the 

titles  o[  the  fovfeited  estates,  and  vrhU'h  then,  a*  il  liocs  now, 

ramied  the  title  by  which  more  ihAvi  two^tliirdH  fjf  the  I'm- 

;c-9tAnt  propriet;iry  of  Ireland  hdil  their  UticIs,     This  act 

r«s  repealed,  and  more  than  twelve  millioiiH  of  acres  left  at 

lie  UisposaJ  cf  the  Crown  for  repaying  the  fidelity  of  its 

Eloroati  Cuthtilic  subjects,     hi  vnui  some  Papists,  who  had 

lurcliased  estates  uiidtr  the  Act  of  Settletnem  and  exphma- 

ion,  rcmon^^trated  a^ain^t  bein^  deprived  of  their  posses- 

iona.      Their  remonstraiicea  were  useless,  they  were  toltl 

liej  must  sulTer  for  the  general  good ;  and  I  beg,  iy'ir,  to 

uhmit  this  proceeding  for  the  con-si  deration  of  those  gentle* 

icn  who  think  they  can  find  a  security  against  nny  attempt 

a  the  par:  of  the  Roman  Catholics  to  recover  the  forfeited 

itates,  in  the  argument  that  Kotnan  Catholics  ihemselvefi 

nvo  become  purchasers.     The  next  act.  Sir,   in  order  to 

\ve  a  more  fatal  blow  to  the  Protestants,  and  to  make  their 

ciirpaibn   more  complete,  was  an   Act  of  Atliiindcr,    by 

hich  nil   Protestants  of  oil  ntnks  ttnd  degrees,  and  of  all 

neSt  were  attainted  of  high  treason,  on  the  pretence  that 

ley  were  out  of  ihe  kingdom  at  the  passing  of  the  act.     Ac- 

■rdtng  to  Archbishop  King,  2,C00  were  included  in  the 

'o«criptioiT,  flnd  the  manner  of  their  condemnation  wiis  no 

M  unjust  than  the  motive;  for  Sir  R.  Nagle.  on  presenting 

e  act  to  the  King  for  his  assent,  informed  him^  that  many 

the  act  were  condemned  upon  such  evideni^e  as  satisfied 

e  House,  the  rest  upon  common  fame. 

Bui,  Sir,  sweeping  and  comprehensive  a^  these  measures 

^re  for  the  e^tiipatiou  of  the  Protestant  religion,  they  were 

t  enough  to  satisfy  the  Uoman  Catholics.     The  Parliament 

1089  proceeds  in  the  spirit  of  the  Catholic  Association  of 

W,  to  reform  the  tenipomliliee  of  the  Church;  and  we 

ve  the  de&nition  of  Dr.  Doyle  s  reform  carried  into  com* 

!te  execution  by  the  volea  of  the  Roman  Catholic  legis- 

rc.     In  tJic  tirst  place,  all  the  diocesan  and  paiish  schouU^ 
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wbicb  had  been  formed  for  the  cncouiftgemcnt  of  tlie  Pro- 
testant religion,  were  taken  awny  from  rbe  Protestant  school- 
masters, and  their  places  were  tilled  up  by  Roman  Catholics, 
The  King  exerciseJ  his  right  of  regulating  the  .statutes  of 
the  oniiersity,  by  dispcDsiag  with  the  oatji,  and  sending  u 
mandamus  to  the  fellows  to  elect  wbomaoevcr  ho  should 
nominate;  he  accordingly  filled  up  several  fetlcwships  with 
Papists,  atid  appointed  a  Popish  I'riest  as  provosL  An  act 
passed  this  Pailiument,  whereby  all  tithes  payable  by  the 
Bon^an  Catholics  to  the  Protestant  clergy  were  taken  away 
and  given  to  Popish  Priests;  and  in  onlcr  to  imikc  tlie 
recovery  of  them  more  easy,  and  to  save  tlic  trouble  and 
expense  of  suicg  under  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  the 
Priest  might  bring  his  action  at  common  law.  The  appro* 
printe  tithes  belonging  also  to  bishops  and  other  dignitnrtcs 
of  the  Church  were  wrested  from  them  and  given  to  the 
Pai>ists,  and  the  revenues  of  the  vacant  bifthopricks  were 
also  expended  in  maintaining  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy. 

But|  Sir,  it  was  not  enough  to  deprive  the  Protestant 
clergy  of  the   means  of  maintenance,  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Church  WAS  also  destroyed  by  an  act  of  the  same  Parliament, , 
and  all  Dissenters  were  declared  free  from  the  punishmcnCf, 
cognizable  in  the  ecclesiastical  courts;  but  as  the  finishing 
stroke  to  the  Protestant  religion,  and  the  most  eflectuai^ 
specimen  of  the  reform  which  Dr-  Doylu  has  so  much  at 
heart,  an  act  of  this  same  Parliament  deprived  tlie  Prctos* 
tants  of  their  churcheti,  and  tlie  cathedral  of  Christ  Churchi 
in  Dublin,  with  twenty-six  chuTches  in  that  dioce^ie,  were 
immediately  j^eized  by  the  Roman  Catholic:t;   ordcn  wcte 
sent  to  the  prorincefi  for  the  same  purposes,  and  no  doublJ 
every  chui'ch  in  Ireland  would  hjive  been  in  their  possession^  j 
if  the  career  of  this   Roman  Catholic  F^iriiameut  \%!%C 
been  stopped  hy  the  battle  of  the  Hoyne- 

Why,  Sir,  do  I  mention  tlic*e  event*?     It  maybe  ^ 
that  the  revival  of  these  circumstances  serves  only  to  rip ' 
open  old  wounds,  and  to  perpetuate  the  unfortunate  causes 
of  irritation  whieli  have  k>  long  agitnted  IrcUmK     i  have  no 
such  intention;  L  wish  they  coul(l>  but  tliey  will  not  be  for-. 


OIOBGE  KOBKIIT  DAWllON,  ESQ. 


183 


gcttcnj  an<I  n'hon.  Sir,  my  ri^EUt  hoitourable  and  learned 
friend  tlie  Attorney  Goncml  for  IrfUiid  (Mr»  Plunkctt)  ap- 
peals tu  hUtory,  and  ui  liin  forcible  diction  Rnjn,  thni  U  u 
nothing  better  than  nn  old  Blmiin:ick,  unless  wc  tnko  warning 
[rom  ]t«  illuttrntion*  nrid  oxam}>lc»,  I  itm  forcod,  iniHillin^ly 
Torc^dr  t<>  iiruw  my  inluroncc  of  Roman  Catholic  prliiciiilca 
from  Roman  Catboltc  prccodeuts,  and  to  confeejs  that  1  cannot 
view  tbe  Roman  CndioHc  petition  of  18^-  as  nnythin^  but  tlic 
^roLtary  of  tho  nclfl  of  tho  R«m«n  Catholic  Parliament  of 
1680. 

Upon  the  wliolc,  Sir,  I  will  not  give  my  vote  in  support  of 

he  present  bill;  I  nm  not  convinced  that  ihc   Rojuan  Cft- 

LboUc  disabilities  arc  the  causes  of  die  moral  and  physical 

Icgradation  of  the  people  of  Ireland  i  no  donbt  tliey  fvrm  m 

itrong  ingredient  in  the  national  discontent,  but  the  concea- 

lion  of  power  to  the   Roman  Catholics  will  only  chanfjo  tbv 

sources  of  discontent,  it  will  leave  the  struggle  for  power 

nore  formidjiblG,  more  bitter  than  it  is  At  present,  and  it  will 

inolly  end  in  the  overthrow  of  the  Protestant  dttAbtishiuent. 

Ji  my  opinion,  I  have  only  to  make  a  choice  between   two 

ivlb.      I   prefeir,  Sir,  the   Prc>testant  E^Uihb^iliment,  b[;cause 

I  hft»  led  to  the  glory  and  pro6pt:nt>  of  ^Ciigland,  becftuiH?  it 

103  conferred  ble5»ing«  upon  Irel^tnd  wbt^revcr  it  has  been 

OHtered,  and  becauite  it  cnniprehends  now  the  soundest,  the 

dOSt  industrious,  the  most  loytil  iiortion  of  the  kingdom-     I 

[read  Roman  CatUoliciam  because  it  h  hostile  to  the  spirit 

f  tlie  British  Constitutiuu,  imd  1  think  It  uiy  duty  to  raise  uty 

oice  to  w«ni  the  House  against  encouraging  for  a  tlitrd  or 

Durtli   time   the   introduction  of  a  political  and    religiouj^ 

^tem,  wlilcb  the  wisdom  of  our  forefathers  considered  r^tul 

^  the  hbertics  of  the  country.     The  monster,  now,  Sir,  like 

iie  Trojan  horse,  threatens  to  introduce  danger  rtm\  destruc- 

,on  into  the  very  vit^la  of  the  Constitution,  and  I  trust,  ^ir, 

jat  1  will  not  have  occasion  to  exclaini]  in  the  words  of  the 

toman  poet.— 

*'  Quatcr  ipso  in  limine  portfc, 
SubattUt,  Atquc  iitcro  sonitum  quatorarmjA  dedere. 
Instunua  immcn  iminemorei,  cfeeiquf  furore. 
El.  monftlrTim  infflix,  mirralS  sistimus  arf?e." 


<  1»*  ) 

SPEECH 

O  EORG  E     ROBERT     DAWSON,     E  S  qJ 

M.  P.  FOIL  DERKY  AND  C»D1£1I  SECaETAKY  OP  ETAT6. 


Ei;!CE  the  Roman  Catholic  Annociation  luis  been  rc-orK^tnizcd'^ttici 

Kimilflr  pvot^cfJings^tln"  aaacBBing  an  impost  on  ll^c  j»ooplo— 
ihe  encouraging  a  jiariioJ  ceiiBUS  of  ll»e  populalion^ — jIe  nurmbcrt 
diacnsfeing  ilie  genera]  pdicy  of  tliw  nation— and  promulging  ii>l<^ 
]eraxtt  spet'ches  and  manifi-sloe^ — f^qiuJIj  dUtin^uUh  tW  "  New" 
impt^rious  Lody,  as  that  of  ihe  laidy  mippres^ed  AssodnEioo,  i 
cannot  but  be  deemed  prudtnt  to  insert  Iiltc,  die  following  con 
■lituiional,  eloquent,  art^iunentalive,  and  truly  Proresianf  oration^ 
delivered  in  the  House  of  Commons,  February  Hth^  IS25, 
Geohge  Robert  Dawson,  Esq.  M-  P,  for  Dcrry,  and  Undn 
Secretary  of  State,  on  Mr.  Goulburna  molioo  for  leave  io  brhlf; 
in  a  "  Bill  to  amend  certain  Acts  relaiing  to  Uniawful  Societies  ia 
Ireland;' 


Sin. — After  the  totig  discusEion  which  tli€  motion  of  dqjI 
right  honourable  friend  has  undergone^  I  think  it  neitbe 
decorous  nor  necessary  to  detain  the  Hou^e  very  long  vrith 
the  expression  of  jny  opinion;  1  am  anxious,  however,  to 
explain  the  reasons  of  my  vote,  and  I  shall  endeavour  to  do 
so  as  conciseJy  as  possible,  hy  avoiding  an  unnecessary  aUa^| 
sion  to  the  general  question  of  Roman  Calhohc  enianci|Kf^" 
tLon.  In  Uis  many  eloquent  speeches  which  hiiw  prcecdcd 
me,  at  least  one  half  of  the  lime  has  been  consumed  in  dis- 
cussing, not  the  conduct  or  effect  of  the  Catholic  Associi> 
tion,  but  the  merits  of  the  Roman  Catholic  question,  and  in 
the  saitLe  proportion  that  reason  and  argument  have  bocffl 
wanting  to  support  the  oppoiition  to  my  right  honourable 
friend's  motion,  so  appeals  to  the  pasiion:^,  and  the  powers 
of  imagination,  have  been  applied  Xo  excite  the  teelinga  and 
divert  the  judgment  from  it^  proper  subject.  I  shall  abstain, 
therefore^  E>ir,  from  toliowing  such  examples,  and  shall  coit- 
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tnc  myself  to  this  obscrvution  wUb  respect  (o  the  Rcnioa 
i^iilbolio  qucattoHr  tiint  every  piuaing  events  itnd  crrry  pro- 
ceding  of  the  RotnAn  Catliolic^i  confinn  iikc  still  more 
trongly  in  the  opitkioii  m  hich  I  have  alvruya  maintained — 
bat  li  further  couceaHioti  to  their  cUinis  i>  incompatible  with 
be  saPctj'  vf  uvr  cunstitutimi. 

With  rr-tpcct,  Sir,  to  tlie  (jucetion  hcfoie  the  lluu^e,  it 
^ems  lo  mc  thut  no  man  whu  utidernUuda  the  Irish  charao* 
;r,  that  no  niiin  who  haei  rend  the  lllMory  of  Irrland  with 
>mmoi)  atti^ntion,  that  no  man  wlio  U&ti  watchetl  llie  pro- 
rci4  of  events  in  that  country  for  the  laat  tliirty  years,  caa 
inscientlously  fitjind   up  and  support   jt^«<>cijittun!i  of  any 
lid    whatsoever.      Vnnu    iJie   earliest   period  ii»»ooiuUotis 
ira  been  tlie  curse  of  Irduud.     In  no  country  has  the  divi* 
>n  of  the  iiihahilniKs  been  so  marWil,  no  Oecideil,  bo  iiide- 
>Ie,  as  hi  Iiel^nd.     The  division  txrtween  the  Irish  and  tbc 
(i^liah  hu:«  descended,  under  various  dene  in  in  alio  its,  tlirt^ugh 
veil  centuries;  party  lias  fuUovreil   p^tty,  faction   has  fol- 
ded faction,  and  tlie  whoJe  history  of  the  comiiry*  which 
fortunately  presents  one  continueJ  series  cf  blood,  inAssa- 
f,  and  misery,  is  an  ample  illustration  of  the  danger  of 
jOTcmable  parties;  besides  the  character  of  an  Irishjuan, 
it  all  others*  the  least  suited  for  such  a  trial.     Hash  and 
.>etuous  in  his  passions,  he  obeys  only  the  impulse  of  the 
menti    hla  natural  susceptibility  lays  him  open  to  the 
fer  of  any  dcnijigogue  who  makes  the  Btrongest  appeal  to 
iEnugiiitttiou ;  bis  actions  follow  the  impulse  of  this  feeling, 
I  if  rejection  comes  at  aW,  it  is  only  from  the  hhiGr  fruit 
disappointment  and  defeat.     It  is  to  me,  therefore.  Sir,  a 
nee  of  the  greatest  siitisfaction,  thai  it  has  been  resolved 
heck  this  evil  by  putting  down  all  kinds  of  associations; 
kinds,  because,  though  the  Catholic  Association  is  the 
t  dangerous,  the  most  mischievous,  and  the  most  uncon- 
itional,  which  has  ever  been  begot  in  tliat  counivy.  yet 
cure  will  be  incomplete  unless  the  spirit  of  assoclatioa 
ooted  out  altogether. 

et  suiy  man  consider  for  a  moment.  Sir*  the  charjicier  of 
assemblies  in  Ireland,  and,  with  but  one  exceiHion. 
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he  will  find  the  result  invantbly  the  Bame,  namely,  ruiti  and 
deatmction  to  the  acton,  diigraoe  and  inbmj  to  the  ootmtry. 
The  only  exception  to  this  miserable  catalogue,  is  the  con- 
Tention  of  the  volunteen  in  17810,  That  asaembly,  without 
doubt,  accompliafaed  great  and  glorious  deeds,  ahd  deservef 
the  gratitude  of  every  friend  of  my  country,  and  of  liberty; 
but  the  national  restlossneu  was  nearly  breaking  forth  eren 
in  this  assembly,  and  a  civil  war  between  the  Tolunteers  and 
Ae  parliament  was  prevented  only  by  the  firmness  and  pru- 
dence of  Lord  Charlemont^  who  determined  to  withdraw 
himself  from  the  convention,  after  it  had  obtuned  the  first 
object  for  which  it  was  constituted.  The  convention  followed 
his  prudent  advice,  and  it  dissolved  itself  just  at  the  critical 
timcj  when  the  volunteers  on  one  side,  and  the  government 
on  the  other,  were  prepared  for  a  contest  to  decide  the 
question  of  parliamentary  reform.  But  with  this  exception, 
the  history  of  every  popular  assembly  in  Ireland  is  tragicsl 
and  disgraceful*  What  was  the  result  of  the  Catholic  Con- 
nuttee  in  1793?  What  was  the  result  of  the  Society  of 
United  Irishmen  in  1796  and  97?  A  most  bloody  rebellion; 
a  rebellion  that  laid  waste  the  country  from  the  north  to  the 
aouthj  ruined  thousands  of  families,  and  reduced  the  kingdcHs 
to  the  lowest  state  of  misery  and  degradation-  What  was 
the  result  of  the  Catholic  Board  in  1812  and  13;  almost  a 
continued  interruption  of  the  public  tranquillity  from  that 
time  to  this.  The  most  Solent  exasperation  of  one  party 
Ogamst  the  other.  The  consequent  effects  of  that  exaspera- 
tion, a  servile  war,  robbery,  murder,  and  assassination,  ac- 
companied with  the  necessary  preventions,  namely.  Peace 
Preservation  Acts,  Suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  Con- 
stabulary Acts,  and  Insurrection  Acts* 

This,  Sir,  is  the  history  of  all  popular  assemblies  in  Ire* 
land ;  but  I  should  leave  the  catalogue  unfinishedj  i^  in  the 
list  of  popular  assemblies,  I  omit  to  mention  the  name  of  the 
Irish  Parliament,  Let  any  man  look  at  the  extraordinary 
acts  of  this  body  of  the  collective  wisdom  of  the  country, 
twenty-four  or  twenty-five  folio  volumes  of  statutes  in  which 
human  ingenuity  seems  stretched  to  the  utmost  point  to  find 
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nitwlnt  U  not  sutUft]  to  the  circuiaHtJiiiceM  of  the  country, 
i>  nulliply  ]aw  upon  law  without  core  for  their  prcitirnt  cxo- 
Ution,  without  foresight  for  their  future  eflect.    Loo^  at 
lie  consl4iitt  cliaractcr  of  these  Icgirtliitor^,  corrupt  nud  veiml 
Ibbers,  the  ready  toots  of  every  minister,  rcndy  to  kcU  tbcm- 
bItcs  and   iheir  country  to  the   highest   bidder;  but,  Sir» 
[laiik  God,  thJH  [parliament  ia  annihilated,  and  better  day^ 
ftvo  already  begun  to  dawn  upon  Ireland  from  U»  ccmnxv 
on  with  this  country.     It  seems,  therefore,  upon  a  general 
rinciple,  that  no  man  who  m  a  friend  to  the  peace  or  cha-* 
ictcr  of  my  country,  can  object  to  a  law  vrhich  puij>;  down 
alitical  fiBsociation»  of  every  kind  whatsoever. 
The  motives.  Sir,  which  bind  these  asftooiatiam  together, 
tn  make  no  diilerence  in  Hie  decision  of  the  ]i*gi»luture,  all 
UKt  be  put  down  to  ersure  the  tranquillity  of  the  eouDtry ; 
id  though  L  shall  alwaye  inaintfiin  that  there  n  the  greatest 
flference  between  the  principles  and  conduct  of  the  Orange* 
IM1  and  the  Roman  Cathohcf,  yet  I  will  never  bccomt  the 
Ivocste  of  eoinpolhng  one  party  to  submit,  and  allowing 
e  other  parly  to  escape  from  the  operation  of  a  general 
Wt  which  is  necessary  for  the  peace  of  the  country,     if  1 
aid  be  so  bhnd  to  the  principles  of  common  juatice,  1  can- 
t  he  inseasihle  to  this  plain  tnith,  that  one  association 
geCa  another,  and  that  the  strongest  argument  ogainsc  the 
Uteoceof  OrangC'lodges  arises  from  the  encouragement 
lich  they  aifbrd  to  the  continuance  of  the  Catholic  Asso- 
ttlon,     I   think,  therefore.  Sir,  that  I  act  consistently  in 
ling  for  a  law  which  pnts  down,  not  only  the  turbulent 
i  seditious  eQurts  of  the  Catholic  Association  to  disturb 
I  peace  of  the  country^  but  which  prevents  the  misguided 
alty  of  the  Protestant  from  any  exuberant  display  of  de- 
ion;  hut  I  cannot  admire  the  consistency  of  the  honour- 
«  gentlemen  opposite,  who  vote  for  the  immedJBte  annihi- 
on  of  every  Orange  lod^e.  without  the  proof  of  any  cliar|;e 
sept  the  oath  of  secresy,  and  yet  oppose  the  e\tinetion  of 
Catholic  Association,  whose  acts  no  man  yet  has  been 
d  enough  to  justify. 
Che  coiuphicency  and  levity,  Sir,  with  whkh  Ihia  uieon^ 
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4JsUnt  coodtct  n  juEtifiL-d  tj.  aljDOflt  fidiculom.  Who  can 
forget  the  parade  and  pomp  with  which  the  honournhlc  and 
learned  genlleniun,  the  member  for  Caln<*  (Mr.  Abcrcromh)) 
introduced  his  motion  to  put  diiwii  Orange  lodges f  Who 
can  forget  the  violent  speeches  and  the  opprobrious  epitbcis 
vhich  were  used  against  every  person  connected  with  Ik 
Orange  part^?  Who  can  forget  the  shouLs  of  triumph 
vhich  followed  tile  discovery  of  the  honourable  member  ftr 
Watcrford  (Sir  John  T^Je^vpcri),  that  tbe  meinbors  of  «i 
Orange  lodge  subscribed  tlircc-pcnce  each  lo  buy  pens  and 
paper,  in  order  to  record  the  proceedings  of  the  evenii^? 
But,  Sir.  these  arguments  were  &u*!ces*ful,  and  every  wfH- 
visher  of  my  country  consented  to  join  in  crushing  the 
Orange  lodges. 

Hut,  what  is  their  conduct  iiovb?  In  the  Mpeech  frctm  tin 
throne,  a  distinct  recoinjuendation  i^  given  to  heul  the  cv 
of  Ireland  by  pulling  down  all  kinds  of  af»£ociations*  It 
(H^tiJlctly  proved,  Sir,  that  the  Catholic  Association  has  ns- 
Slimed  a  form  inconaist^nt  with  the  principle*  of  t tic  Con* 
stitution;  that  it  usurps  the  functions  of  government;  Ihatt 
exasperates  parly  hatred;  tliat  it  interferes  with  llie  lulmini 
tration  of  justice;  that  it  caluniniatcs  the  clunicter  of  evcrjr 
respectable  man  in  the  country;  that  ii  paralyses  the  magis- 
tracy; that  It  keeps  the  people,  through  the  imtrumentalii 
of  the  Priests,  in  a  state  of  servile  vassabge,  ready  to  obey 
thdr  orders,  however  dangerous;  and  ttuit  it  levies  a  Ca: 
upon  the  people,  to  be  converted  to  their  own  mischieroi 
purposes,  no  matter  what  tliev  are.  All  this  i&  proved,  is  at 
evident  as  the  sun  at  noon-day;  and  yet  the  hononrabla 
gendenien  reluw  to  check  the  career  of  this  dangerous  asio- 
ciatiou.  They  still,  Sivj  continue  to  hurl  their  aiialbemaf 
against  Orange  lodges,  when  in  fact  there  are  no  Orangft 
lodges  In  existence;  at  Ica^t  I  will  btate  for  the  satisfactioo 
of  the  hontjurnhle  member  for  Wicklow,  who  seems  to  ihuik 
Derry  the  focus  of  all  Orangeism,  tliat  thtrc  arv  no  Orange 
lodges  in  that  city,  They  still  conlinuo  to  Uud  the  peace- 
ahle,  mild,  and  trantjuillizing  conduct  of  the  h^ders  of  lh« 
Catholic  AsGOCiatiofii  and  to  condeain  Lord  O'Nt^ill  t 
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abandoning    bis    political    principlcH.      Tlie^    juitify    Mr. 
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state  of  lebdlion  by  tLeir   indamniMory  speecbea;   but  llwy 
I  can  find  no  excuse  for  Lord  O'NciU^s  continuing  steilfust  to 
the    principles   of   bis    ^9101!/.      Can   any    tnaD   blame  Liurd 
O'Neill  foT   seeking  protection  in  the  tiiuea  of  peril  ihrougb 
'which  we  have  pits^ed?     Can  any  tuan  bluoi^;  iiiui  for  wish-* 
big  to  know  wbo  iirc^  bi;^  fricndaf  nnd  who  ^re  his  foes  ?     liis 
fetthtfr  found  liimaelf  deceived  in  the  appeal  which  be  inude 
to  tlu'  Immanily  of  u  ncighbounn^  dependant.     Lie  found 
l^indiic^!^  forgotten,  ami  all  lUe  kindly  feeUiigs  of  nature  de- 
istroycd  by  ihu   poison  of  pohticu]  batted;  and  cun  we,  or 
]  uugUl  wtf,  U>  blame  ibe  eon  who  »eeka  oii]y  to  know  those  to 
[wboai  he  can  trunt?     (Loud  cheering.)  ;j 

But,  Sir,  my  objection  to  the  Cutliolic  Assocmtioit  Ifi 
[founded  upon  much  strun^^er  reasouis  tb^ni  upon  un  ubji'etJon 
fin  principle  to  ab^ocialioiib.  Jt  appcors  to  inc  to  be  the  most 
ilungeruus  and  most  tni&cliievous  body  wlilcli  bus  ever  been 
Mifferod  to  exist  in  Ireland.  Its  proceedings,  the  speeches 
of  its  member^i  tho  agency  of  the  Piie»jLt!,  all  uiuCe  to  make 
it  ilie  most  dungeroutt  engine  to  work  upon  the  pus^ions  of 
such  u  sufiCL-piibIc  people  us  the  Inab.  It  commands  &  pai<l 
press  to  circulate  its  poison  through  every  part  of  tlie  coun* 

I  try,  it  h^H  oratoriT  who  ^tlck  at  no  fdluebocd  to  alienate  the 
|>cup1e  from  cUeir  confidence  in  ever;  ebtablUhed  inbtitutlou 
ci  the  country,  it  has  associated  in  ils  labours  the  Priet^thoodf 
vbo  have  amply  repaid  the  expectation  of  the  A^i^ciatiotii 
by  their  luidisguUcd  expressions  of  hostility  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  llie  emplri?,  and  by  their  unceasing  eHbi'ls  Uj  instil  the 
same  haired  into  the  ignorant  and  infatuated  peasantry, 

Xowj  Sir,  many  honourable  gentlemen  have  said,  ibal  they 
see  no  harm  in  tbe  proceedings  of  the  AsBociation,  and  tliat 
the  speeches  of  their  leaders^  like  all  violent  harangues,  are 
soon  forgotteiK  But^  Sir,  the  Catholic  Association  t.ikes 
care,  that  the  effect  of  their  speeches  shall  not  be  confined 
to  those  who  hear  them  ;  the  auditors  perhaps  know  their 
leaders  too  well  to  be  much  ulft^ctcd  by  their  orations;  but 
jcfie  speeches  are  sent  down  to  every  Utile  viUagc  in 


1Q3 


RP&£Cn  OF 


of  York  who  lost  liU  crown  and  kingdom.  Anoiber  or&loT 
observed,  "that  by  the  public  expression  of  their  seDdmentSf 
the  Duke  of  York  might  be  induct  J  to  niter  hi»  opmimt,  as 
far  CIS  rebced  to  the  CaihoJics  of  Ireland,  but  thiit  hit;  wu  a 
life  ofno  service  "* 

This,  Sir,  is  the  tone  in  which  ihey  speak  ef  the  Parlia* 
ment ;  the&e  are  the  sentiments  which  the^  clrciilaie  through 
every  part  of  ihc  country;  I  allow,  indeed,  that  lucb  a«Mr- 
tJons  are  contemptible ,  but  is  it  safe,  is  it  just,  to  alk>wa 
slanderous  faction  to  disseminate  their  poison  among  a 
deluded  and  crednloiis  peasanlry  t 

The  same  hoslility,  Sir,  pursues  evi^ry  member  of  the 
Established  Church,  wherever  na  etiurt  ha$  been  mado  to 
counteract  the  objections  of  the  CachoHc  Association.  The 
Archbishops,  bishops,  and  clergy  of  all  descriptions,  are  in- 
volved ill  a  general  anathema;  they  arf  hdd  up  to  accu»at- 
tion,  as  plunderers  by  the  Catholic  Assotintion,  and  tbcy 
are  denounced  as  usurpers  by  the  Roiaan  Cjitholic  clerg)'. 
Every  act  of  kindness,  of  charity,  of  duty,  pcrfonned  by  the 
Protestant  clergy  towards  the  poor  of  their  districts,  has 
been  forgotten  since  the  establishment  of  the  Cathohc  As- 
aociation.  During  the  severe  season  of  distress  in  the  West 
of  Ireland,  in  the  year  18ii2,  the  Aruhbishop  of  Tuam,  whOp 
with  true  charity^  exerted  himself  for  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
received  the  following  address  frcni  Dr,  Kelly,  the  tii 
Koman  Catholic  archbishop  for  the  diocese: — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  jndicious,  ellicicnt  and  unwearied 
exertions  of  his  (Jrace  the  Archbishop  cf  Tuam,  in  the 
causes  of  charity,  call  forth  our  warmest  sentiments  of  atlimi* 
ration,  and  we  now  beg  to  offer  him  Uic  humble  tribute  of 
our  sincere  gratitude,  hoping  that  his  ben tguity  of  character. 
and  his  active  and  w<;ll-(hrecEi'd  bercficence  (qualities  worthy 
of  our  eniuUticn,)  may  long  continue  to  shed  their  influence 
over  as. 

"  Olivuk  Kei-tY-" 


'  Jhpte  oh%tirV3iiot%  wtrt  fniule  in  llie  C&lliolic  AmodatiinD  prvrioui  to 
the  p«nuii,  wlifii  th«  bie  lamented  Dvkt  of  VoHc  ^t]ivi7r«d  hn  «v«r-n«M- 
jabJr  asd  CoDstttmiDDii  fpveck  igiiiui  the  Rootn  C%tbohc  Clams. 
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>  At  tliiB  tune,  Sir,  (here  vras  no  CttUiolic  As^Mociutioit  i  but 
kst  ycAT,  wider  the  baneful  influence  of  tins  body,  vvbicli 
tdfectd  and  poUons  cvi-iy  tbin^  tliaC  cumesi  in  c^iUitct  ivitb  it, 
tliG  Roman  Ctttbulic  cirrgy  of  ibe  satnt?  dtoccsi.'  publi»bcd  an 
ktructuus  and  iTifaninuK  Te^olutton,  accuain^  ib«  Archbitibop 
ftf  having  introduced  a  jjarly  of  tnilitaryf  willi  drawn  Hwc>rdtt, 
br  the  purj^ube  uf  inlluiidalnig,  and  pi;rbni>«  inussacrcin^  llic 
RuiuAu  CaUioIic  clergy,  irttidiourily  invited  to  a  meeting. 

Duty   Sir,  not  sjUibficd  with   every  intliguity  thai  can  be 

offered  [icrsonaKy  to  ttie  bight^bl  dignitaries  gf  the  Church ; 

be  leader  of  the  A'Ssociation,  at  its  very  lost  meeting,  gave 

i>  A  }i<;u|>k%  jilvL'ody  tliiougli  ll*e  agency  of  their  PrieslH, 

forked  up  to  ibe  highest  stale  of  fanacical  hatred  against  the 

leinbeis  of  the  Established  Church,  tiic  humane  bint  nf 

lUHEacretng  them  by  wholesnle.     At  thL'  Ian  ineetiiigt  Wr. 

KCoiinelL  said,  "  ScoilaiiiL  did  not  exhibit  the  paciencc  and 

>]f-C€ntrou1  of  Ireland,  tior  patiently  suder  herself  to  be 

Mqiled  on,  while  her  oppre^sor^  rode  by  in  triumph.     Slie 

Ved  down  vith  tlie  8Vord  of  the  I/ord  the  archbishops 

id  bisbop»T  and  when  the  force  of  the  British  arms  became 

o  strong  for  her  people,  they  retired  to  their  mountains, 

id  after  renovating  their  vigour  they  returned  to  carry 

isolation  to  the  very  dtvelling  of  their  a^ailants. ' 

Now,  Sir,  does  «ucb  kngimge  ns  this  require  any  coiii- 

*nir    To  whom  is  it  addressed?  not  to  the  Association, 

I  to  the  Roman  Catholic  peasantry,  the  most  ignorant,  the 

wt  deluded  peasantry  in  the  worlds  and  unfortunately  the 

»Gt  ready  tools  for  any  work  of  blood- 

The  s^me  observjitions  i^pply^  ^ir*  to  those  who  are  in- 

etetl  with  the  ndministratton  cf  justice.    The  chancellor, 

J  judges^  the  magistrates,  all  come  in  for  their  share  of 

ise.     There  U  an  exception,  indeed,  in  favour  of  tliow 

■tre   known  to   entertain    opinions    favourable   to   the 

man  Cutholic  cause;    but  the  honest  and  con^cienliouA 

ertion  of  an  adverse  opinion,  no  matter  how  amiable  in 

late,  and  bon-  pure  in  public  Ufe  the  individual  may  be,  is 

idcnt  to  have  him  represented  by  the  Itoman  Catholic 

BSf  in  every  cabin  in  Ireland,  as  a  tyrant  and  a  despot. 
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In  s{>eaking  of  the  chnnccllor  i)f  IrelanJ,  Mr.  O'Connell  sayi 
that "  iJic  cbancelloiahip  of  Lord  Manners,  anil  the  altorncy- 
generalship  of  Mr.  Saurin,  tended  to  degradu  the  digni^ 
and  sully  the  independence?  of  a  bar,  which  had  given  n  I 
to  the  public  feeling  of  Ireland."  Sir,  the  bar  of  Ireland 
rejects  the  liypocritical  compUuient;  the  digiillicd  characters 
who  adorn  it,  tlie  judges  Burton,  Jcbb.  Busbe,  and  Penne- 
father,  find  more  honour  in  being  asHOcUted  with  siich  nn 
us  Lord  MsTincrs  and  Mr.  S^urin,  than  in  all  the  hypocriUci 
cant  of  the  Catholic  Association. 

Again,  Sir,  what  is  their  language  respecting  the  inagii 
Iracy  r  that  '•  tbe  adannistration  of  justice  in  Irelniid  h  cor* 
Tupted  at  it3  very  source;  that  a  simple  despotism  wdgbs 
rith  an  equality  of  pressure  upon  every  cla^s  of  the  comma* 
nity ;  that  the  sense  of  ma&lerdom  niiJiglt's  itself  in  tlie  ordi- 
nary familinvitii'M  of  life,  and  that  the  administration  of  j 
(ice  is  partial,  vindictive,  and  tinjuEt."  tiir,  if  any  one 
these  assertions  were  true,  the  laws  aAbrd  an  ampl«  remedy 
to  the  party  aggrieved.  But  rcdr«ss  is  not  the  object  of  the 
Catholic  Association;  it  tb  more  to  their  purpose  to  instil 
these  dangerous  falsehoods  into  the  mindft  of  the  pc^sftntrTi 
and  to  prcpart?  tliem,  by  undermining  their  confidence  in 
every  establishment,  for  deeds  of  aggression  whenever  they 
shall  be  proposed. 

But,  Sir,  besides  tho  speeches  of  the  leaders,  we  mayi; 
from  tlie  proceedings  of  the  AsAociation,  what  great  res 
is  entertained  Ibr  the  laws  uf  the  country.  On  the  2iih  of 
November,  a  Mr,  Deveieux  and  Mr.  H^iniilton  Howan,  were 
both  admitted  as  members  of  the  Association,  and  the  an- 
nouncement of  their  names  wa^  received  wiib  timnders 
applause^  The  reason  of  this  enthusiastic  admiration  b 
curious  enough.  Mr.  Devereux  was  announced  to  be  ifaft, 
ftlirosi  only  surviving  delegate  to  the  Catholte  Committee  ii 
17d3>  and  he  was  admitted  immediately  by  Mr.  O'Conu 
an  a  matter  of  course,  m  that  capacity;  in  other  words,  Iw^ 
waft  admitted  because  he  beloTiged  to  a»  assembly  wliich  wu 
declared  to  bo  illejtal,  and  which  was  put  down  by  law*  The 
case  of  Mr<  Hamilton  Rowan  is  more  notonous;  and  here 
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I  beg  to  express  my  regret  at  being  obliged  lo  renew  the 

recollection  ofevenU  Icng  passed,  unct  Vi-hich  eeruinly  ivould 

have  been  btuieil  in  oblivion,  r£>  ftir  as  I  am  concerned,  cx- 

rcpt  for  the  indiscrelion  of  the  individual  theciaelveB :  tliey, 

Dot  I,  tnuftt  be  responsible  for  rnking  up  cbe  records  of  an* 

Cient  anJ  troublesome  limes.     But  Mr.  Hnmilton  Rownn 

bns  made  bim^elf  too  noterious  to  be  passed  over  in  silence; 

he  waa  secretary  to  the  Society  of  United   IrLnlim^n;  va^ 

aeioally  eofivicted  of  sedition,  and  whilst  \n  prit^on,  be  was 

ftttniiited  of  bigh  treason.      His  nsiiociate  in   treason>  the 

Rev.  Mr.  Jackson^  was  tried  and  convicted,  but  put  an  end 

'^  bia  life  in  prison.     Mr.  Rowan  wati  more  fortunate;  for 

ae  escape<l  from  prison,  mid  solU'rcd  exile  for  many  years 

rem  Ireland.     After  a  loog  Upse,  he  was  allowed  to  return 

o  his  native  home,  by  the  indulgence  of  the  government; 

ind  the  best  reward  be  can  in^ke  for  tins  clemency,  i*  by 

becoming  a  member  of  an  Aisociation  ns  dangerous  an^  un- 

onstilutional  as  that  of  the  Ualted  Iiisbmai;  and  wtiat  as 

till  more  remark;ible,  and  lendtng  to  show  th<^  3|>irit  of  the 

'otbclic  Association,  the  accesaion  of  this  attainted  traitor 

'as  received  with  tbimdeiB  of  applause ;  and  in  the  address 

reseated  to  bim,  direct  nlbi»ion  is  mntW.  to  those  circum- 

;ances  of  bt&  life,  in  which  he  plotted  Against  the  peace  and 

vfs  of  his  country,  as  deserving  of  the  applause  and  gmli- 

ide  of  his  Roman  Oitbolic  fellow -conn  try  men. 

Now,  Sir,  it  U  impossible   to  mark   proceedings  of  tliis 

nd,  without  contemplating  the  result  of  these  transactions. 

^hy  ia  every  violent  sentiment  applauded  ?     Why  is  every 

ingcrous  inati  reC("ived  as  nnuse-tul  ally  ?    Why  is  such  pnb* 

ity  given  to  these  miiicbievoti^  sentimeats?     The  object  is 

ain;  it  is  lo  alienate  the  people  from  their  attachment  to 

uir  rulers,  lo  disgust  them  with  the  laws,  and  to  prepare 

BBi  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Protestant  religion,  " 

But  muehi  Sir,  aB  I  condemn  the  existence  of  the  Catholic 

isolation,  I  Ebink  it  would  be  comparatively  innocent  in  its 

eration^  if  it  was  not  for  the  agency  of  the  Romnn  Catholic 

Eestbood.     To  the  conduct  of  the  Priesthood  1  attribute 

W  part  of  the  eviU  which  have  desolateil  Ireland  for  so 
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loii^/  a  period*  1  regret  to  be  obliged  tamakc  tliis  jivowul,  buf 
these  are  times  when  the  truth  must  be  told,  and  when  a  de- 
licate forbearance  mfly  prove  au  everlasting  injury  to  the 
country,  II  is  my  misfortune.  Sir,  to  difter  entirely  from  my 
light  honourable  friend  below  ine,  the  Attorney  Generd  fo§ 
Ireland,  in  u\y  opinion  of  the  FrieBthood. 

In  their  conduct.  Sir,  during  the  last  five  or  six  ye 
I  have  seen  very  little  to  approve  ofj  but  a  great  deal 
coiulemn;  ami  I  can  view  their  alliance  with  the  CalboUc' 
AsfiL^eiiition,  in  no  otiier  light  than  as  the  first  step  towards 
tlie  attainmeot  of  their  grand  object,  the  overthrow  of  tlie 
Protestant  Church,  and  tbe  ascendniiL-y  of  the  Koman  C4'J 
tholic  religion  in  h^eland.  Their  prelates  can  no  longer 
frain  from  expressing  their  anticipation  of  tlii^  Jong-wisbed-J 
for  fc«£t.  Dr<  Curtis,  the  titular  primate  of  Ireland,  infonna^i 
the  Archbishop  of  Dubhn,  that  he  Is  an  usurper,  fhat  tit 
held  his  archiepi^copaL  chair  by  sufferancv,  and  tlint  be  is  na 
more  entJcJed  to  it  tban  he  is  to  tlie  dukedom  of  Leeds.] 
Dr.  Doyle  says,  in  hiii  letter  to  Mr,  Robertson,  a  meinbcr  cf 
tliis  House,  *'  tbat  the  whole  body  of  the  CathoUcs  i$  impa* 
tient,  thatdisadeclion  must  be  working  within  tbeni^that  thi; 
ministers  of  tlie  Kstabli^hment  are  and  will  be  detested,  that 
if  a  rebellion  were  racing  from  Carrickfergu*  to  Cape  CleJU, 
no  sentence  of  eicoinmunication  would  be  fuhainaiod  by  a 
Catholic  juekte,  and  that  the  Catliolics  po^sesaett  of  proper^ 
>n  Ireland,  will  not  render  any  uflicicnl  «i*rviec5  to  the  govern* 
ment^  should  eventful  times  occur;  that  from  such  men  the 
governuient  lias  only  to  exj^ect  defiance  and  oj)tn  hobtilJtyr 
Another  Priest,  a  Ml".  L'E^lrallge,  declares,  "  it  ou^ht  not  to 
be  expected  that  the  Catholic  clergy,  who  have  a  diviiic 
right,  were  bound  to  meet  men  not  dignified  with  the  same 
exalted  character;  perhaps  all  the  geiitlem<;n  present  (the 
was  uttered  in  the  Catholic  Association)  were  not  awai^ 
that  they,  the  Itornun  Catholic  clei'gy,  deny  any  character 
whatever  to  the  bi»h<ips,  or  other  clergy  of  the  ProtciUjit 
Churol." 

This,  Sir,  U  the  denunciation  of  the   Konuan  Catholic 
clergy^it  is  fulminated  fiom  the  altar,  it  is  reported  Co  the 
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AssociaCion,  it  is  read  in  every  cabin  in  Ireland,  as  a  useful 

lesson  lo  the  rising  g^nerntion,  lo  cultivate  obedience  ami 

reaignatioa  to  the  esiablijilie^l  laws  of  tlie  coimtry.     Bu(,  Sir, 

t  is  said,  tliJit  we  are  UHlrlm^d  for  itio  present  tranquillity  to 

;be  Roman  Catholic  clergy ;  1  really  bcticve  so,  but  1  believe 

dso,  thnt  we  aiG  indebted  for  tlie  lite  disorders  to  the  lAume 

persons.     I  recollect  in  a  trial  which  tc^ok  }>lac('  in  tlie  county 

if  Cork,  before  Mr,  Blacker,  who  prcvidvd  ss  Kind's  Coim- 

el,  under  the  Insnrrroticin  Act,  that  Mr,  Klacker  asked  a 

lomiin  Cfttholic  Priest  if  he  was  aware  of  the  dintufbed  i^tate 

ff  bi«  parish-     The  Priest,  with  censiderable  reluctance, 

onfea^ied  that  hi*  waft  aware  of  it;  and  being  prc!4!<cd  by 

rlr.  Blacker*  he  allowed  that  no  plot  could  be  in  agitation 

'iHiout  his  knowledge,  and  moreover,  that  every  priest  in 

reland  must  be  aware  of  wbal  is  going  on,  if  he  does  his 

uty,    1  recollect  also,  that  a  Friest  of  the  name  of  O'SuUi- 

nn,  !«nw  a  man  murdered  before  bis  faci\  and  refused  to  give 

ridencc  against  the  ranrderer,  because^  if  lie  did  so,  he 

outd  lose  hiA  inflaence  ^itb  bis  panabiuners.     J  think  tny- 

Mt  tlierefore,  Sir,  jastificd  in  saying,  that  the  Priests  cou- 

ibutcd  to  the  continuance  of  the  disorders  which  prevailed 

uring  ihi*  last  four  yeais,  by  not  coining  forward  lo  eo- 

)crate  with  the  gentry  of  the  cuuntry  lor  their  extinctinn, 

'  the  trftiMjuillitj'  of  Ireland  is  now  owing  to  their  cxhoria- 

ins,  the  disturbances  of  ISSO,  of  1851,  of  ISgg,  and  lfiS3, 

^re  owing  to  their  want  of  eKhortatien. 

The  influence  of  the  Priest,  l^ir,  over  the  Irish  peasant,  is 

dl  known.     By  the  terrors  of  the  church  he  can  frighten 

m  into  good  or  evil  habits,  and  the  extraordinary  and  fana- 

al  devotion  of  the  wretched  peasant,  in  giving  ihe  misera- 

^  piltnnce  which  he  had  destined  to  cover  his  own  naked- 

s^  or  to  feed  his  starving  children,  to  give  it,  at  the  orders 

'the  Priests,  to  the  Catholic  Association,  is  n  strorg  proof 

w  much  good  may  be  effi^cted  by  tliem,  if  the  inclination 

05  strong  to  do  good  as  it  h  to  do  evil. 

[q  a  letter  from  Mr.  Duggan,  the  Parish  Priest  of  Kilrnsh, 

bli»hed  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Catholic  Association,  he 

s,  "  Many  of  ihcm  (his  parishioners)  have  sworn  to  appro- 

Sle  the  whole  of  the  corn-crop  to  the  payment  of  the  rent, 


198  flPEECU  OF  GEORGE  ROBEET  DAWSON,  ESQ. 

no  matter  what  other  crediton  maj^  be  jofitly  entitled  to,  or 
even  the  wants  of  nature  may  imperioualy  demand/'  Wbo, 
Sir,  but  a  person  of  the  most  perverted  understandiiig,  could 
encourage  such  a  practice ;  what  clergyman  of  real  morality 
would  recommend  the  withholding  of  a  juit  payment,  in  order 
to  provide  for  some  undefined  object;  what  maa  of  real 
morality  would  recommend  robbery  to  encourage  sedition? 
Another  Priest,  a  Mr.  Kelly,  of  Mallow,  advises  his  pa- 
nsbioners  to  contribute  largely,  because  money  is  the  sinew 
of  war,  and  because  the  Catholic  rent  will  supply  the  Asso- 
dation  with  those  sioews,  whenever  the  proper  occasion  shall 
present  itself.  Hundreds  of  examples  of  a  similar  kind  may 
be  adduced,  to  show  the  disposition  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Priesthood ;  and  in  every  public  occurrence  the  tnlschiefs  of 
their  disastrous  lofiuence  may  be  traced- 

Who  is  it.  Sir,  that  is  employed  to  sow  distrust  between 
the  clergyman  and  his  parishioners? — the  Priests.  Who  19 
it  that  bursts  without  remorse  all  the  ties  of  connexion  be- 
tween the  landlord  and  the  tenant  ? — the  Priests.  Who  leads 
on  contending  parties  at  elections,  and,  in  addition  to  political 
animosityj  throws  on  the  fuel  of  religious  hatred;  wbo  im- 
pedes the  course  of  education,  and  blasts  the  efforts  of  the 
moat  benevolent  individuals  for  the  civilization  of  their 
tenantry  ? — It  is  the  Priests.  In  every  situation,  in  every  cha- 
icacter,  the  Priest  appears  as  a  foe,  unless  the  object  to  be 
obtained  conduces  to  the  advancement  of  his  own  power; 
and  what  is  the  object  of  the  Priesthood  in  thus  standing 
aloof  from  any  intermixture  with  the  Protestants? — It  is  to 
establish  their  own  Church  upon  the  ruins  of  the  Protestant 
Establishment;  this  is  his  dream  by  night,  and  his  thought 
by  day;  for  this  he  leagues  himself  with  the  Catholic  Asso- 
ciation; for  this  he  employs  his  influence  over  the  people,  to 
devote  their  money  and  their  persons  to  the  command  of 
that  imperious  body.  If  such  a  state  of  things  is  suffered  to 
exist,  Sir,  there  can  be  but  one  result,  a  contest  between  the 
two  parties;  and,  unless  the  Government  is  supported  by 
Parliament,  to  extinguish  the  Association,  the  Association, 
vrith  the  Priesthood,  will  soon  extinguish  the  Govermnent. 
(Loud  and  long-continued  cheering.) 
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Whch  a  Motion  vtttit  made  in  thi^  Mou«*  of  LiordN,  May  I3ih.  I S05^ 
■*  fur  taking  into  ccnai iteration  che  Petition  of  the  liomon  Cacho* 
Uca  of  Iff Ijiui]  ;"  hiA  Gmci-  itx-  LeitJ  Aitvii0i»uov  or  CANii;u- 
»u«y,  thiu  iiilJivwcil  die  ilguAV. 

My  Lowis.— Before  you  consent  lo  ri'solvc  yoursclTcs  into 
ft  couamittf^,  for  the  purjiu^e  of  coniiideruig  iii  vrliat  inau- 
nor  }'ou  Citn  liest  cnvry  into  (^xtHUillun  the  prayi^r  uf  tJie  })Ct£- 
tioHj  emitled,  ''  the  iVi'ition  oi'  tlie  Romuii  C»tli»UcH  wIiokc 
oames  arc  snb^nbed,"  it  will  aurcly  he  matter  of  pru* 
deuce  to  iiii|uire,  >vhether  the  pilikcij>le  upon  ^liicU  the 
fwtitlon  rests,  \s  siteh  as  your  lordships  can  snMy  wim\U  If, 
ay  lordSf  in  this  inquiry,  it  hUaU  appear,  that  under  no  pes* 
dblt;  modificAtidik  can  thv  prjnt'iple  und  ?(iib»1unce  of  the 
Mtition  be  conceded,  without  danger  lo  the  Establi^hmcm 
D  Church  and  State,  your  brdships  wiU  hardly  be  dJA* 
Mccd  to  employ  your  time,  and  talents,  in  devising  the  best 
Mwsiblc  means  for  the  downfall  of  both. 

What  then,  my  lords,  is  the  history,  and  wliat  tlie  *ub- 
tance  ef  the  pedtioii!  I  cannot  help  considering  the  peti* 
ion  aty  Uie  consequence,  atid  natural  consecjuence,  of  a  long 
^ica  of  concessions,  obtained  by  the  K«man  Catholics  of 
lieland,  during  the  present  reign ;  of  which  sevien,  the  aub- 
ect  matter  of  the  petition,  if  granted,  would  assuredly  not 
cnfititute  the  ultimate  term.  I  beg  to  be  diEtinctly  under* 
tood  OS  in  DO  dii^ree  culling  into  question  the  wisdom  of 
hoae  concefisions*  Many  of  thcmi  in  my  judgment,  were 
.fasolutely  neces:iary,  most  of  them  extremely  reasonable,  and 
leriiaps  all  of  them  in  policy  expedient.  1  advert  to  them 
Illy  lo  discover  the  causes  that  have  led  to  tho  petition  in 
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My  Lonlft. — The  Iloman  Catholics  ha\B  obtained  all  ihac 
belongs  to  tolerution.      Alter  the   ISih  of    hU   Majesty, 
which  rctnovcd  from  the  Romun  C.iihoUi?»  thcr  restraints  dml 
affecte<l  the  grant  and  acceptitnce  of  lcu«e?>  and  pTOvidcd 
against  the  consequences  of  the  conformity  of  tJie  son  wUIi 
the  E.sUib]v*^hcd  Church,  so  far  n^  those  consccjiienccs  coiw 
cerned  the  estates  of  the  Itoman  CnthoUc  parent ;   htotCic^       < 
for  ever  from  the  Irish  statute  book,  that  corrupt  and  un-  fl 
balloted  motive  of  conversion:  after  tlie  23d   of  hts  M41- 
jeaty,  which  cnabU^d   the  llonian   Catliolic,  on  taking  tli*       , 
OAth  of  allegiance,  to  puTchuse  and  dispone  of  lands  in  tike  ^| 
manner  as  his  Jfajesty's  Protestant   subjects^   and    on  the   " 
same  terms,  freed  the  ecclesiastic  of  tliat  persuasion  from  ^ 
(he  pains  and  penalties  of  former  acts;  sfVer  the  statute  of  ^| 
the  same  year,  authorising  Roman  Catholic?^  to  teach  schools, 
and  giving  new  fACiliiies  to  the  guardianship  of  Koman  Ca-  ^_ 
tbolic  children:    after  the  3^d  cf  his  Majesty,  which  r^  ^| 
moved  disc{unht}CAtions  from  lawyers  and  nltorneys  of  thai       '^ 
persuasion,  sanctioned  the  intermarriages  of  Proteslantft  with 
Roman  Catholics,  raid  repealed  laws  that  prohil^tcd  forei^, 
atKl  cmbnrTas«ed  domestic  education :  atter  the  SSd  of  his  ^| 
Majesty,  which  was  said  to  Iiave  left  the  Kom^n  CathoHc  ^ 
nothing  to  a^k  (ajid  well  might  the  asserlion  be  credited), 
after  the  9^d  of  his  IVUjestyi  which  swept  from  the  Irisb 
statute  book  almost  all  the   disqualifications  of  that  de* 
scriplion  of  his  Majesty's  suhjecl:^,  modelled  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  taste  and  scruples  of  the  Roman  CatholkSi 
put  down  the  o;i1Il  of  ahJLirBtion,  the  declarsltont  the  sacra- 
mental test,  and  enabled  the   Roman  Catholics  to  vote  at 
elections,  to  hold  commissions  of  the  peace,  to  execute  ot&ccs 
civil  and  military,  and  to  enjoy  all  manner  of  pUcest  of  trus4 
and  emolument,  except  such  as  relate  tc  the  Kstahlished 
Church,  and  such  as  are  expressly  specified  in  tlie  body  of 
the  act ;  after  this  long  siring  of  statutes,  each  cf  which,  in 
ilB  lurn^  was  supposed  to  compieliend  and  redress  all  tliai 
was  of  grievance  among  them,  folkiws,  the  i»etition  which  is  1 
new  on  your  lordehips'  tablC'     It  u  for  your  lorilvhipa  to^ 
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(letermme,  in  your  chctracters  of  statesmen  and  legisktorSr 
Cv  what  estlcnt  tliesi;  concesKJona  can  with  safety  be  carried.. 

The  subr^tuiice  of  ihe  petition  is  compressed,  for  your 
Iofiblnf>9'  use  and  con^ciiitiicc,  into  one  sbortf  but  pregnant 
d(^nt4^nce;  "  an  e(|ual  par li citation  on  equal  terms  of  the  full 
Ijcnefits  of  die?  BrltUb  law^  and  Constitiuiortp'*  If  I  be  at 
libiTty  to  untlcT^tujid  ilie  ^cittc^tice  according  to  the  ordinary 
acceplAtioQ  of  the  words,  t  may  answer  that  such  participa- 
tion is  already  possessed;  but  the  frainers  of  the  petition, 
who  are  douljtloas  die  bc^l  coinnicntators  of  their  own  work, 
vill  not  suffer  me  so  to  interpret  them.  Equai  participatjon 
on  equal  terms,  in  iheir  language^  signifies,  admission  to 
ptaot'B  of  power  and  trust,  without  giving  that  security  for 
the  duedi^charge  of  tliein,  which  is  demarded  and  given  of 
your  lordships,  and  every  other  «ubject  of  the  realm. 

The  object  of  the  petition,  my  lords,  couched  in  veiy 
decent  and  moderate  terms,  is,  nevertheless,  of  great  nze 
and  importance.  It  is  no  less  than  a  request  on  the  part  of 
the  Roman  Catholics,  to  legislate  for  a  Protestant  country, 
to  dispense  the  laws^  to  command  the  armies  and  m;vies,  and 
to  take  share  in  the  executive  councils  of  a  Protestant  king- 
dom: a  request  that  strikes  at  the  principles  of  the  Revoli]- 
tjoit,  aui  hy  plain^  hruad,  and  iiievilable  consequences  calls 
into  Cfuesiion  the  jnstice  and  policy  of  the  Act  of  Settlement, 
8ncl],  in  my  Tiew  of  it,  is  tlie  liistoryj  nnd  such  the  substance 
of  the  petition  on  your  lordships"  tahle- 

My  Lords,— The  noble  baron  who,  on  a  former  ni^ht, 
moved  die  question,  and  who  never  ri^es  in  this  House  with- 
out making  deep  impression  upon  it,  endeavoured  to  con- 
nect and  implicate  the  substance  of  the  petition  with  thfi 
geiH^ral  principles  of  toleration.  I  insist,  my  lards,  that  I  am 
JLS  sincerely  utmched  to  the  genuine  jninciples  of  toleration 
as  any  one  of  your  lordships,  i  consider  it  us  the  brightest 
ornament  and  fairest  grace  of  the  Keformed  Church  which 
is  C!iUl>li^licd  in  this  kingdom:  but  I  cunnot prerail  upon 
tHf/Me{/'  to  confotmd  toteralion  with  equality^  much  le^s  with 
power  <md  cvcnlual  ^uperhrily^  It  is  not  a  figure  of 
rAefcric,  t/ul  a  plamjucfj  resthg  on  historical  eetUence,  that 


toicration  is  a  virtue  which  grom  tuUttraUff  out  of  a  senw 
(^fwfcurittf^  and  cunnoi  exist  for  a  iwowwit/,  vfkrrc  tfunger  is 
apprehended. 

If  your  lorilibips  shouia  detcrmir>e  to  destroy  tho*e  fcDC« 
wliich  the  wiiclom  and  experience  of  our  Jincfrstors  ham, 
wilh  £0  much  dehh^Tntion  and  care,  ereetod  around  the  Es- 
titbltshed  Churcli,  you  will  do  unintendonalfy,  without  douU, 
but  in  my  judgment  effectually,  all  that  is  in  our  pow«-  to 
excke  and  provoke  that  had  spirit  of  animosity  and  rclif^«js 
intolerance  thai  marked  and  disgraced  lie  worst  pages  of 
our  history,  .tubscquent  to  the  Reformation.  On  tliese 
grounds,  my  lords,  I  fee!  it  my  duty  to  resist  the  motion  of 
going  into  a  committee  to  consider  the  substance  of  (b 
petition. 
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0}f  (lie  order  of  tlie  day  for  the  si^cond  reading  of  v|«g  "  Bop 
Catholic  Bill,"  bcingTcad  April  Ifi,  ISSI,  aiid  u  ftw  P^cr»  1 
delivered  th^ir  sentimenCs,  tite  KJgTit  MonotirabL*  and  Rcvorfikd 
William  Howlf.t,  D.  D,  Loan  Blmifop  or  Lokt>014,  roti^  mmI  wf.- 
dressed  their  LordsliipA- 

Mv  LoHDs. — On  the  present  occasion  I  cannot  reocmcile 
it  to  my  feelings  to  pursue  the  same  course  which  I  haie  fol- 
lowed on  former  occastonis  wlien  thi£  subject  was  under  your 
lordships'  consideration^  namelyi  to  express  my  distvenl  by  A 
silent  vote.  The  question  conies  now  before  us  in  a  shape 
which  is  entided  to  our  most  respectful  attention,  for  it 
comes  in  a  legislative  form  from  the  other  Houae  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Against  euch  a  bill,  my  lords,  it  becomes  now  my  duty  to 
itate  my  consciendoua  objections.     1  mean  to  ofler  an  oppcv* 


filGHT  liEVEREND  LORD  filSUOP  OF  LONDON. 


SOS 


\ 


dlUou,  not  only  to  the  principle  of  tbe  measure,  but  a1»o  to 
the  details,  as  emhodied  in  the  present  form  of  the  bill.  lu 
tattiDg  thi^  course,  1  beg  to  diadftiiii  all  bo^lile  ur  illibcial 
feelings  to>vatxIa  the  Htnnan  Ccilholic  body,  for  such  I  have 
jjcvcr  eoteftained;  oa  the  contrary,  my  feelings  und  pniici* 
pies  were  ever  to  grniit  to  u.11  clus^'ics  of  my  felluw-^ubjccts 
the  full  exercise  of  their  religion,  without  luolestdtion  or  iu- 
£^u1t,  while  that  religion  eont^ib  nolljln^  lepug^nttiit  to  morale 
or  decencv. 

To  the  Rom^n  CathollcSf  my  lorils,  1  have  beeu  always 
ready  to  graat  the  unfettered  eujoytneiit  of  their  form  of 
worship,  the  free  dispoaition  uf  iheir  property,  the  fidlest 
pci'sond  proteL'iion,  and  mi  equal  security  under  the  laws. 
Beyond  thetie  is  political  |>ower,  aiid  if  I  cannot  '^raut  that, 
it  is  from  a  feliictTf  appreheDsioa  for  tht  hafcty  of  the  Pro- 
tectant Establishment,  lam  ready  to  admit  the  loyalty  of  the 
Koman  Catholics,  and  particularly  those  of  Enghmd,  whose 
peaceable  dispositions  and  order  have  hcnn  for  a  century  re- 
markable; and  if  any  agitation  had  taken  plai;c  among  the 
Roman  CatholicB  of  Ireland,  I  am  sensible  it  was  often  attri- 
butable 1o  the  peculiar  state  of  that  country,  a  state  which  I 
think  no  peculiar'  foresight  at  the  time  would  have  remedied, 
and  for  which  no  immediate  remedy  eould  hy  any  measure 

the  applied. 
My  great  objectiouj  however,  my  lords,  i»  to  the  religious 
principle  of  the  Roman  Catholics — to  ihst  which  requires, 
Hon  their  part,  unlimited  submission  lo  a  foreign  authority — 
'«n  authority  which  assumes  unhmited  dominion  over  the  con- 
sciences—excluding from  them  all  exercise  of  their  own  rea- 
son— ^regarding  all  matters  of  rdigion.  It  h  a  prlneiple  of 
that  religion  to  regard  all  dissent  in  spiritual  matters  as  re- 
l>ellious  contumacy,  and  to  require  of  its  votaries  the  uniform 
advocacy  of  her  interest  nnd  power.     This  is  the  genuine 

I  doctrine  of  the  Uoman  Catholic  Churcbj  as  avowed  by  her 
ortbodo^  sons. 
11^  then,  such  be  its  character,  my  lords,  it  follows  that 
no  oath  or  contract  clashing  with  thatKpirit  ofdiscjphne,  can 
l»  deemed  by  a  Kcmon  Catholic  a:»  Uwful  or  validj  «4  cer- 
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tainly  none  can  be  uuderMtooil  as  being  taken,  without  a  re-, 
nervation  of  tfac  nature  1  have  alliiflecl  to.  This  rcs^rvatioi 
la  implied  in  all  the  oaths  or  obligations  of  Roman  Catholic9y 
iind  it  pervades  every  part  of  their  religious  polic}".  Tbc; 
Protestant  nmkes  no  such  reservation;  \i\s  sulvo  is  with  hii 
Godr  white  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  is  alone  with  kif 
church,  an  a  fixed  rule  and  imperative  measure  ofduty. 

My  Lords. — It  is  tliis  mental  reservation  which  weighs 
upon  my  mind^  and  which  roust  have  equally  impressed  tlie 
minds  of  tho^e  eminent  and  illustrious  statesmen,  v  ho,  at  tin 
time  of  the  Reraliition,  saw  no  security  for  the  liberties  of 
their  country,  but  in  making  its  government  cs&entially  Pro-' 
testant,  and  excluding  from  the  prominent  oAices  therein 
those  %rho  professed  the  Roman  Catholte  religion.  It  is  on 
this  principle  that  the  Protestfluta  of  the  throne  are  securedi 
and  that  the  King  is  bound  by  the  law  to  sacrifice  any  choice 
of  a  Roman  Catliolic  wife.  Indeed^  the  same  principle  is  ^ 
far  recognized  in  this  bill,  that,  not^tbstanding  concessions, 
it  expressly  excludes  Koinon  Catholics  from  eligibility  to  fill 
the  offices  of  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Irc- 
Jiind.  It  proscribes  the  Roman  Catholic  from  ndvising  the 
Sovereign  in  matters  touching  the  religion  of  the  state;  while 
it  permits  him  lo  form  a  part  of  the  legislature  which  b  to 
make  laws  for  ihe  empire.  It  disallows  Roman  Catboricity 
to  the  King  and  bis  immediate  representative;  while  it 
allows  Roman  Catholic  governors  of  colonies  who  must  ne- 
cessarily have  considerable  control  over  matters  calculatei 
to  affect  the  Protestant  Church, 

The  great  predominating  evil  of  this  bill  lE,  my  lords,  ih 
it  divests  the  EstabliAhed  Church  of  the  friendly  and  direct 
countenance  and  support  of  a  Protestant  ^'ovtmment.  I 
hope  that  3  our  lurdships  will  never  give  consent  to  a  mea* 
sure  so  vitally  altering  the  controlling  principle  of  every 
branch  of  Government  at  home  and  abroad. 

It  is  said  that  tins  measure  will  allay  the  agitation  whic 
prevails  in  Ireland,  I  think  differently,  and  cannot  concur  i 
ascribing  to  it  such  healing  effect.  On  the  conlniry.  I  thin 
great  alarm  will  be  naturally  ex.dtcd  nniong  the  Protestants 
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bj  this  euUdca  tnindfer  of  so  much  potver  and  in^uence  tu 
an  adverse  p;!irty. 

There  is  no  leuson  whatevcrj  my  Web,  for  supjjoslng  that 
this  bill  vrill  give  ScitiarAction  lo  the  Roman  Catliolics  of  Ire- 
Laud^  it  will  wovk  no  malerial  a.ltcraliou  in  tiie  actual  con* 
<lili<jn  of  the  gr^ut  boJy  o(  the  peoplct  for  tliey  can  dt^rivc 
no  j^cnsible  udJiticn  of  privileges  by  its  ado|juoii;  a  few 
alviit:  in  the  hlgber  cltisscri  are  Hkt^ly  to  ht;  advanced  by  it. 
Of  the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  I  winh  to  speak  with  alt 
p<}?islb1e  re:ii>ect;  but,  like  all  other  men,  tliey  untiAt  be  con- 
sidered liable  to  hinimn  pa^^ioti:^,  and  I  can  never  believe 
they  will  abandon  all  h^pc^  of  rejourning  the  eminence  they 
once  enjoyed  in  the  State,  of  tepos^essing  that  power  and 
thone  privileges  which  they  much  persuade  themselves  they 
have  tost  by  mi  unhallowed  Uhurpaticn- 

TLe  laical  parta  of  the  bill  ure  comprehensive  .^nd  unre- 
»Uictt?<l;  it  is  the  clergy  who  are  alunc  alanned  and  oflbiitled 
at  the  view  tnken  of  their  situation  in  this  bill ;  and  yet  this 
hostile  feelingisindijcetlby  the  piovl^oefiof  a  bill  professedly 
conciliatory  in  its  intended  object-  Tliose  whom  the  legis- 
lature mean  to  propitiate  are  by  the  act  of  propitiation 
rendered  stlU  more  aliirnied  and  bosCtle  to  the  measure. 
'Willie,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Protestants,  for  whom  the 
securities  are  intended,  are  hardly  satisfied  wiih  the  reserved 
restrict ionn,  and  have  in  their  turn  tlieir  feelings  rotised 
against  the  bill. 

My  I.ords, — Upon  the  securities  contained  ia  the  hill,  I 
lo  say  a  few  words.  If  we  are  preparetl,  as  the  bill  im- 
:Bf  to  recognize  the  appointment  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
hierarchy,  and  to  legahze  their  intercourse  with  the  See  of 
Rome,  I  think  it  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that  the  lloman 
Catholics  ought  to  be  ready,  in  their  turn,  to  concede  some 
power  of  restricting  or  regnlatlng  the  appointment  of  that 
hierarchy,  and  of  examining  the  mode  of  maintaining  that 
intercouvse.  It  should  always  be  reinembercd  that  the  dan- 
ger to  be  apprehended  is  not  likely  to  arise  in  the  shape  of 
open  rebellion,  t)uF  in  the  silent  and  certain  changes  which 
induence  would  work  when  lloman  Catholics  have  a  power 
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in  the  legislature,  and  an  intm«diate  concern  in  the  govem- 
ment  of  the  country.  It  is  mfli^ence  we  have  to  dread,  and 
an  inflnenoe  of  a  descnption  agaiiut  which  no  human  wis- 
dom, if  Uioae  restrictions  be  withdrawn,  can  provide  an  eSec- 
tnal  bar. 

Respecting  that  part  of  the  bill,  ray  lords,  which  incorpo- 
rates an  explanation  with  the  oath  of  supremacy,  I  do  not 
think  that  the  oath  provided  by  the  bill,  which  dtsclaima  un- 
divided allegiance,  is  a  sufGcient  substitute  for  the  form  of 
oath  which  has  been  withdrawn,  to  make  room  for  it.  The 
only  way  of  clearing  up  this  part  of  the  projected  arrange- 
ment would  be  for  the  Roman  Catholics  at  once  to  give  a 
fall  explanation  of  what  they  understand,  in  the  way  of  dis- 
tinction between  civil  and  spiritual  jurisdiction, '  This  ought 
to  have  been  done  in  the  first  instance;  T  must  altogether 
protest  against  any  ambiguity  in  the  language  of  the  oath. 
Lord  Clarendon  declared,  "that  the  attributing  any  power 
to  the  Pope,  or  acknowledging  any  to  be  in  him,  of  how 
tpirituai  a  nature  soever  it  is  thought  to  be,  shall  be  enough 
to  give  law  to  the  tefnporal,  when  a  spiritual  end  shall  so 
direct  it," 

My  Lords. — I  think  it  quite  clear,  that  when  it  ie  pro- 
posed to  your  lordships  to  make  go  great  an  alteration  in  (he 
constitution  as  the  present  hill  involves,  it  should  be  under- 
stood that  the  alteration  is  to  be  accompanied  by  securitiefi 
as  permanent  as  the  intended  duration  of  the  privileges  to  be 
,  conceded.  Is  this  the  case  with  the  hill?  It  concedes  every- 
thing to  the  latty,  unaccompanied  with  the  restrictions;  and 
It  aiR&es  securities  to  ecclesiastical  regulations,  which  it  is 
quite  clear,  from  the  language  used  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy,  if  cairied,  we  must  eventually  be  compelled  to 
abandon. 

This  being  my  view  of  the  case,  my  lords,  it  is  impossible 
I  can  countenance  such  a  bill ;  it  furnishes  no  adequate  se- 
curities for  the  safety  of  the  Protestant  government,  while 
it  proposes  at  once  to  withdraw  from  the  Church  and  the 
State  those  barriers  which  our  ancestors  fenced  round  our 
glorious -constitution.    I  cannot  consent  to  sever  the  bonds 
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of  naCtoJinl  aetuirity  provided  by  our  ancestors;  IcoDiiot  con- 
acrit  to  reiJtoflel  thnt  structure  wliiclt  has  been  settled  on  the 
ba^tiaufa  pure  religion,  and  upon  views  of  atate  policy  of  the 
soundest  kind,  as  has  bet^n  subsetjueiilly  ^hown  by  the  iiuine- 
rtHi?(  blc^^ing^  whicli  Providence  ^Uowered  ujion  the  country 
which  hfL&  so  long  ^cUd  under  its  guidance.  Tliis  is  ei  dsji- 
gcToub  experiment ;  1  warn  the  House  how  we  bieak  in  upon 
a  system  of  policy  which  hns  hitherto  given  the  subjects  of 
thiK  great  eni^ire  an  unpiraheled  enjoymeat  of  civiL  and  po- 
litical blc^^nge. 
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Whek  th^  second  reading  of  the  Homan  Catliolic  Kdief  itill  was 
moved  in  the  Honst-  of  Lurds,  May  17th,  18:^5,  the  \{i^\X  Reve- 
rend ClUnJ.rS  Jamk&  llLOOMFIELDt  D.  D,  LoRu  bisiioi'  OF 
CuitsxEtc,  addressed  tbc  Houne  in  the  rollowirig  dignified,  elo- 
qiKiil,  pcTspicuoui^,  and  Con^titiitiona]  rliclion. 


» 


Mr  LoKDb. — I  rise  under  considerable  euibarra^tiinGulj  to 
l1>e  discission  of  this  (jue&tion;  an  e  nib  a  trass  men  C  proceeding 
iH>t  only  from  the  ULisperikable  importance  uf  the  c)uescion 
itself,  which,  under  whatever  poirtl  of  view  I  coutetnplate  it, 
presents^  me  only  with  a  choice  ui"  evils — but  an  embarrass- 
merit  arising  from  finding  myself  up pi>sed  m  opinion  to  many 
of  those  whose  virtues  I  revere  and  love;  whose  friendship 
I  bold  to  be  among  the  moat  honourable  distinctions  of  my 
life;  whose  wisdom  I  have  great  reason  Ui  respect;  and  to 
whose  pohtical  experience  1  am  seni^ble  that  i  ought  to 
bow. 

But  there  are  acts  of  duty,  my  lords,  the  faithrul  perform- 
since  of  which  costs  us  a  pang,  to  be  compensated  only  by 


the  consciousness  that  Uiey  are  acts  of  duty.  Whatetcr  mj 
conviction  may  be  on  this  momentous  question,  I  have  at 
least  the  eatisfaction  of  knowing  that  it  15  a  deliberate  con- 
riction;  the  result  of  much  painful  research  und  inquirj^: 
and,  in  justice  to  mysHf.  t  ought  to  add,  that  it  ia  in  oppo- 
sition to  my  early  opinions.  The  cliange,  indeed,  is  noi  of 
recent  date;  but  I  do  remember  the  time,  wlten  n)y  mind- 
imbued  witli  chose  piinciples  of  civil  and  religious  libcrt; 
which  arc  interwoven  wuh  the  very  rudiments  of  education 
in  tbis  country,  and  dL^gicsled  with  the  seventy  of  (be  penal 
code  in  some  of  its  mtjre  bideoua  features, — wa.s  inelineil  lo 
regard  the  claims  of  the  Rom^n  Catholics  with  favour.  But 
when  I  became  more  thoroughly  acquainted  i^vith  the  doc- 
trjnes  and  constitution  of  the  Komifib  Church,  and  their  ab- 
solute incompatibility  with  those  very  piinciples  wbicli  had 
led  me  to  fjtvour  its  pre  tensions^  when  I  understood  not 
only  the  importance  of  an  established  church,  but  the  tnspos* 
sibility  of  having  any  establishment  without  certain  privileges 
and  co-ordinate  disabilUies^when  1  reHecIed  upon  the  e*ib 
which  Popery,  at  least,  if  not  the  liottian  Catholic  religioiir 
bad  inflicted  on  this  country,  on  Europe,  on  the  world — nnd 
when  1  was  thoroughly  convinced,  as  convinced  I  have  bnj; 
been,  that  the  genius  of  that  ecclesiastical  despotism  remaim 
essentially  unchanged;  that  if  it  couches,  it  j^lnmbers  l>o^ 
hut  waits  the  opportunity  of  re-asserting  its  energies  and 
gras]>ing  at  its  prey — itten,  my  brds,  my  opinion  wa^ 
changed;  and  if  uught  had  been  wanting  to  the  fulness  o( 
tliat  demonstration  by  which  this  change  was  wrought,  1 
should  Imve  found  it  in  the  evidence  lately  kid  before  your 
lordships;  nay,  in  those  very  parts  of  that  evidence,  by  ■ 
which,  as  1  understand,  some  persons  have  been  led  to  an 
opposite  conclusion,  dazzled  by  a  mjirvellous  brightness, 
outshining  the  light  of  history,  expeiiene«,  and  common 
sense. 

But,  it  may  be  said,  my  lords — it  haa  been  for  the  tenth 
time  this  very  nighl,  if  not  asserted,  yet  insinuated-'tliat  I 
come  to  tlic  deeision  of  this  momentous  question,  an  inter* 
cstcd,  and  a  prejudiced  judge;  that  I  come  into  court  with 


1LIQHT  REVEREND  LORD  BISHOP  OP  CHESTEB, 


209 


I 


my  cyet  blinded,  but  not  for  ibe  ends  of  justice;  and  with 
a  prtpond^ruting  weight  nh'oady  cast  into  one  scolc 

But,  my  lords,  1  ask  nitli  confidence— 1  ask  ihia  lloui^c, 
and  let  the  i]uestion  be  rejicatcd  to  the  counlry^-whot  rigb* 
has  nny  noble  Jord>  to  impute  to  tTie  rroientnnt  Bjsliops  of 
Kngland,  motives  of  bate  und  sordid  interest,  as  the  nia'm 
fi|>ring5  of  tlu-U'  opposition  to  thm  measure  ?  1  ask,  my  lorde, 
wtidt  right?  I  moan,  what  groiuida  arc  there  of  history  or 
of  obscivation  to  justify  the  charge  ?  Wcic  they  motives  of 
porsouaL  interest,  vihith  led  llie  eovch  bishops  to  lesiat  tb« 
ttibilmvy  measures  of  a  Popish  king,  to  whose  person  they 
were  zealously  attached  ;  and  to  en>hrace  tmpriaon  incut  and 
t>cr8ccntion,  tuther  thun  dc^intc  from  tlicit  duLy  to  the  Pro- 
testant fuith  f  Ambition,  it  ni ay  have  been,  that  just  and 
hiudable  Ambilton,  which  1  trust  has  not  ccascJ  to  burn  in 
the  breasts  of  their  less  illustiions  sucL^easors,  the  ambition 
of  provinj^  thcmfcKcs  vigilatit  sentinels  and  intrepid  cham^ 
|>tans  of  the  Church,  and,  if  nctd  be,  martyrs  in  her  causc- 

With  cf^ual  justice  aiight  interested  motives  be  itrLputed 
to  your  l<^d&hips,  the  proprietors  of  vast  hereditary  domains, 
when  ycu  are  Bitting  in  deliberation  on  the  laws,  which  have 
been  devised  and  enncled  by  yourselves^  for  the  protection 
of  what  is  called  "  the  landed  interest.**  With  ei^ual  justice 
might  it  he  ^aid,  that  some  of  the  supporters  of  this  hill  are 
awttycd  by  the  appiebengion  of  danger  to  their  own  posses- 
sions. But  I  pa^s  by  such  imputations,  as  unworthy  of  fur- 
tJier  noEicer  and  .i9  doing  no  good  service  to  the  cause  in 
which  they  are  employed. 

We  have  heard,  my  lords — not  indeed  this  evenings  al- 
though it  has  been  alluded  to — but  in  the  previous  0iscU8- 
i^ions  of  this  important  question,  we  have  beard  a,  great  deal 
of  the  injustice  and  cruelty  of  debarring  four  or  five  millions 
of  our  feller w-»uL>ject3  from  the  enjoyment  of  their  natural 
,and  indefeisible  rights.  Now,  as  to  the  principle,  it  makes 
UodUTerence,  whether  it  be  four  niiUiona  of  men  or  four,  that 
-arc  deprived  of  vthat  is  said  to  be  every  man's  birth^right. 
I  Hfty  there  i»  no  ditlereiice  in  pohu  of  ptincipl^j  whatever 
llivre  uiay  be  a&  to  political  expediency.     IJi  therefore,  we 
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tre  to  argiic  this  question  on  abstract  principle,  let  the  con- 
sideration orRuiDt>ersbe  put  Hsidi^,  as  ad  element  vhich  docs 
not  <rntcr  into  the  solution  of  llip  problem.  If  the  concessiom 
be  Just  and  poUtic>grftnt  thcmfW^reit  but  to  forty;  if  other- 
wifie,  refuse  them,  even  to  four  mUlions  of  claimants. 

But,  my  lords,  let  us  examine  the  meaning  of  those  wonU, 
*'  df^lwTrcd  of  tbeir  civil,"  or,  as  some  huve  said,  "  their  m- 
tnrat  rights/'  la  there  any  mil  right  wbicli  individnal  citi- 
lens  may  not  be  celled  upon  to  forego,  if  public  estpedieiKy 
demands  tiK'  S'lcrifice?  Is  not  thi»  a  principle,  whicli,  tn 
some  *bapc  or  other,  must  be  recognized  under  every  ima* 
ginnble  form  of  civil  government  ?  In  our  own  constitution, 
favourable  as  it  is  to  liberty,  it  is  recognized  and  acted  upon, 
in  a  degree,  which  seems  to  have  been  forgotton  by  tlioae 
persom  who  so  loudly  denounce  the  injustice  of  withhoMinJ 
from  any  class  of  men  a  direct  share  in  the  actual  govern* 
menl  of  the  country;  for  this,  aimply  this,  is  the  civil  rigbt 
which  is  the  present  object  of  contention. 

It  .^eiiis  to  me,  my  lords,  I  confess,  to  be  as  unjustr  in  the 
abMracf,  to  exclude  a  man  from  the  legislature  for  want  of 
certain  Amotmt  of  property,  as  it  is,  to  hold  him  disqualified, 
on  account  of  certain  opinions  which  affect  the  integrity  and 
security  of  the  commonwealth-  1  really  am  unabb,  in  this 
view  of  the  subject^  to  discriminate  between  the  shades  ^f 
injustice  in  the  two  ciiscs.  I  know  of  only  one  answer  whidi 
can  be  given  to  thi*^  argument,  which  i^,  tliat  in  the  one 
case  we  have  a  certain  test  of  qualification,  in  tbe  other,  aoi 
uncertain ;  an  answer  which  Joei  not  hold  good  with  respect 
to  the  Roman  Catholics,  wliose  principles,  if  they  are  RomaA 
Catholics  indeed,  are  fixed,  certain,  and  notorious*  Thi: 
'fact  is.  that  in  both  aises,  a  civil  right  is  concluded  and  fore-, 
closed,  because  public  expediency  requires  il. 

But  further,  my  lords,  this  principle  is  recognizeil  by  tl 
s«p[*or(ers  of  the  present  hill,  and  hi  n  mnnoer  somewh 
ex  Ini  ordinary.  The  right  of  electing  these  who  arc  Co  legii 
late  for  U5,  is  certainly  not  less  sacred  than  that  of  having  a 
direct  share  in  the  legislation.  To  take  awny  thi»  privjlcgf^H 
is  confessedly  a  grettter  violation  of  natural  justice,  a  mor^^ 
daring  inroad  into  the  pale  of  civil  right,  than  «  mere  exclu- 
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8KH>  (torn  the  legislature-  Yet  tbU  is  Uic  very  injustic<^  for 
so  ArguJug  on  tlicir  own  ptincipleS)  1  miut  cull  k,  which  the 
ddvocatcs  of  civil  rlglit  now  propose  to  commit  upon  agl^UD- 
do  acule  —  by  a  sort  of  compcnaation,  vrhich,  to  my  upprcheEt- 
nioi),  cbvovT^  into  the  ahatle  tlic  minor  solecisms  of  the  penal 
code.  To  admh  >vitli  saitty  a  f^w  fiivourcd  peraoiis  to  the 
privilege  of  legislation,  you  disfranchise  three  or  four  hun- 
xlred  thousand,  and  deprive  theu)  of  a  much  more  sucred  and 
iimlienahJc  right.  I  give  no  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of 
tliat  measure)  I  im  only  arguing  tLut  the  ablest  advocates 
of  civil  right,  are  compelled  to  admit  in  practice,  tbut  it  U 
limitahle,  and  may  be  restricted  or  tvithliotden  altogether* 

Nay  mure,  my  lords,  in  the  icry  measure  wliicli  now  awaits 
jour  decision,  i»  thU  principle  ucLnotvledged  and  embodied, 
for  it  proposoB  Co  continue  and  perpetuate  the  excluaion  of 
JRoman  Calbolics  froJii  cei  Uiii  oHicea  uf  tru^t  and  power,  to 
-irhieli  they  havca»  faii~  a  rigbt  to  aspire,  as  to  a  ah^rein  your 
legislative  delibL-raLiojia-  Of  all  judicial  filluationa,  that  of 
ttie  Lcrd  High  Chancellor  may  well  be  tbe  highest  object 
oTumbUion  to  a  K^kman  C^thulie,  ainl  Im  exclusion  from  it 
the  greatest  grievance ;  iiuguricU  as  m  the  dccibion!!?  of  a 
Judge,  who  i^  not  confined  by  the  trammels  of  the  statute  law, 
but  procet^d^  upon  a  discretionary  equity,  there  is  the  greater 
scope  for  paitiality  and  prejudice.  Yet  froui  ibu  ofiice,  my 
Jords,  we  are  told,  by  one  of  their  gwn  clergy,  Mr.  Collin^J 
the  Rouian  Catholics  would  consent  to  be  excluded,  on  ac- 
count of  llie  great  State  necessity  which  requires  such  exclu- 
sion. And  this  great  Stale-necessity  he  interprets  to  mean, 
the  general  persuasion  of  the  £ngUsh  peo])le  that  Roman 
Cfttbolics  shoidd  be  eiEcluded  from  that  high  ofitcep 

I  tnairttuin,  therefore,  my  lords,  thai  upon  the  phunest 
principles  which  regulate  civil  society,  upon  the  ground  of 
universal  and  ij^varialile  tisuge,  by  the  admission  and  enact- 
tnentofthe  framers  oftliia  bill,  civil  rights  are  lunitable  by 
expediency;  and  that  &  capacity  to  &evse  the  State  in  olTtccs 
of  Crust  and  power,  which  is  not  hmitable  by  the  constitutioDi 
vhere  there  are  just  grounds  for  hmilation,  is  such  n  capacity 
.at  18  ijicoDsiifteut  with  all  the  form&  of  govenimenl  hi  ib^ 
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wt>rld>     I  thiiik,  then,  niy  lords,  tbat  we  bare  now  ilisposcd 
of  the  question  of  right;  the  Dext  pointof  inquiry  is,  whether 
any  opioLom  con  form  a  juat  ground  of  dif<|iiahfication  ; 
civil  otiice. 

It  hss  been  remarked  elscwheie,  (with  what  truth  I  wil 
not  now  flay  to  inquire^)  thai  uinati  is  do  more  snawerablc' 
loi'  hi»i  opinions,  than  be  is  for  the  colour  of  bis  bnir,  or  hia 
constitutional  pecuharities.  Admitting,  for  ibe  ^kc  of  argu- 
ment, the  justice  of  th^s  observation,  1  need  hardly  rcmnid 
your  lordshipi^j  tbiit  there  are  cons  lit  utional  |>ei'uharJtie4  and 
personal  defects,  which  do,  In  fact,  disquulily  a  man  from 
holiiinfr  certain  offices.  They  are  hiH  niisfbrtuiM?,  not  his 
fault.  He  \s  not  morally  rL-s[>o(i&tb1e  for  them,  but  he  must 
patiently  submit  to  the  prjv;irion,  which,  under  the  existing 
order  of  things,  they  unavoidably  brin^f  upon  him.  ^H 

The  question  Ihen  is,  uiy  lords,  are  the  opimons  held  1^^" 
Romnri  Catholics  of  such  n  niituret  as  to  iinHt  ihrm  for  holil- 
ing  offices  of  trust  and  power,  and  more  csptrcinlly  for  beuig 
legislators  in  a  Protestant  State  I — tliat  is  one  quesdoD. 
Another  is,  whether  the  exigency  of  the  presetil  ca*c  be 
such,  as  sliouhl  induce  us,  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  probable 
dangers,  to  venture  upon  a  great  violation  of  constitutional 
principle?  A  third  question  is.  whether  the  measure  now 
before  your  lordships,  will  answer  the  purpose  for  which  it 
is  intended— that  of  pacification?  I  am  not  about  to  dweB 
at  any  length  upon  these  three  points,  the  lant  of  which  seems 
to  me,  just  now,  to  be  the  moat  important. 

]f  there  be  one  fact,  my  lords,  which  ihc  evidence 
lately  into  your  lordships'  hands  more  clearly  establishes  tfaanl 
another,  it  is  thi^;  that  tqi  Co  a  very  recent  date,  the  de^ 
turbances  in  Ireland  have  had  nothing  to  dc  with  Roman 
Catholic  di^ahihties.  The  calamities  of  that  mihappy  coun- 
try  have  a  far  diSerent  origin.  She  labours  under  the  iW' 
lignant  influence  of  a  more  deeply-seated,  a  more  inveterate, 
but,  I  trust  in  God,  not  an  incurable  disea:«e.  It  was  stated 
in  evidence,  by  a  distinguished  member  of  another  House, 
thnt  the  proximate  cause  of  disturbance  in  Ireland,  iH  the 
extreme  misery  of  the  peasantry:  the  remote  i?  to  be  found 
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I  what  he  justly  designated  a  rftdJcully  vicious  stale  of 
society — a  state,  which,  if  your  lordahips  will  condescend  to 
bear  the  opinion  of  one  so  ijicipevieiiced  in  political  ques- 
tions, I  ftihould  say^  requires  the  most  prompl  and  vigorous 
[measures  of  statistic  legislation.  It  is,  indeed^  such  a  state 
of  society  as  exists  in  no  other  Chmtiun  country ;  where  the 
chief  proprietors  of  the  soil  ^ire  absent^  and  tlieir  places  sup- 
plied by  persons  of  inferior  education,  and,  what  is  worse, 
of  immoral  tmbtts;  a  system  of  tenancy  engrafted  ut>on 
tenancy,  which,  by  an  ahnost  inconceivable  climax  of  extor- 
tion, wrings  at  length  from  the  miserable  cultivator  of  the 
soil,  moie  than  the  soil  itself  produces;  where  whole  pro- 
vinces obstinately  adhere  to  absurd  and  obsolete  usages,  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  common  and  statute  law  of  the  realm. 

tSuch  a  state  of  society  .is  this,  my  lords,  i^  to  be  corvceled, 
not  by  Euch  measures  as  that  which  is  now  before  the  llou^e, 
but  by  other  measures  of  a  more  comprehensive  and  effica- 
cious kind;  by  Ibe  adoption  of  a  more  equitahle  system  of 
tentire;  by  a  purer  administration  of  justice  in  its  inferior 
departments;  by  an  alteration  in  the  revenue  laws;  by  the 
establishment  of  manufactures  and  the  extetisiou  of  eoni- 
merce ;  by  the  introduction  of  an  effective  system  of  educa- 
tion; and  last,  but  not  least,  because  it  would  lead  the  way 
to  ail  the  rest,  by  the  return  of  the  proprietors  of  the  soil. 

Relief  from  the  evils  of  such  a  system,  my  lords,  is  the 
emancitiation  of  which  Ireland  stands  in  need:  ibis  is  the 

Hjeirancipation  which  would  raise  her  from  her  degraded  state, 
by  rescuing  her  sons,  first  from  sloth  and  reckless  poverty, 
and  tlieii  from  ignorance,  superstition,  and  insubordination, 

K^^^n  this  comprehensive  act  of  justice  shall  have  been 
done ;  when  tlicae  effectual  remedies  have  been  applied,  and 
their  eflects  perceived  in  the  civil  and  moral  improvement  of 
her  population,  then,  my  lords,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  talk 
of  further  concessions  of  poUtical  power- 

_^      It  appears,  my  lords,  that  until  the  year  1S23,  the  great 

■  body  of  the  Roman  Catholics  care<l  but  little  about  what  is 
called  emancipation;  and  even  now,  their  notion  of  it  is,  ac- 
cording to  one  witness,  the  restoration  of  their  church  to  its 


ancieni  supremacy ;  according  to  nnotlicr,  the  recovery  of  tirt 
forfeited  cstjitc^    Whicbev^r  of  ihesie  expectations  they  nuf 
entcrtiitn,  ami  i  think  it  prohnhle  ihnt  tfie}-  enltrtjiin  rhcil 
todi,  i[  becomes  the  House  to  consider,  whether,  if  this  biB 
he  paititti  inlo  a  law,  h  will  satisfy  the  great  m&ss  of  the  Ro- 
man CnlhoHc  pea&anlry,  uhei^  ttiey  find  that  it  confers  upci  J 
them  neither  of  those  boon* ;  ahhoiti^h  in  effect  it  curries  out  ^ 
of  ihcin  in  iu  train  ?     To  what  lengths  their  feelings  of  dis* 
AppoiiTtm{?nt  mny  drive  them^  if  the  measures  should  not  t^^H 
carried,  I  pretend  not  to  foresee.  I  confess  I  om  not  altog**^^ 
thcr  free  from  apprehension.     But  be  those  Teelings  whii 
they  mayi  this  I  will  venture  to  assert,  that  they  owe  the^  J 
existcrcr  (o  the  rirliBces  of  a  few  political  agitators— 1  are 
the  term,  my  lords,  advisedly  and  deliberately,  for  one  of  tijc 
moHt  conspicuous  of  their  leadei'S,  not  long  ago,  thanked  bis 
God  that  he  was  ar  ngitalor — aknot  of  men,  who  have  thrown  ^ 
this  leaven  into  the  mass,  predisposed  from  other  causes  Ifc^ 
ferment,  in  order  thai  while  the  vast  body  hea\'es  and  swells  J 
under  the  iiroce&E>  they  may  themselves  he  liAed  t4)  the  »Uf^ 
face. 

This  view  of  the  subject,  my  lords,  is  amply  justifietl  by 
the  evidence  before  your  lordships'  committee-     It  was  not 
till  the  Catholic  Association  commenced  its  operations,  llut 
the  great  body  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland  began  tdj 
think  innfh  of  ^manc?ipalioTj,  as  it  is  called;  a  question,  which,] 
as  it  directly  affected  only  a  few,  was  not  likely  to  trouble  tt*] 
repose  of  the  many ;  who,  if  they  had  been  permitted  to  a*-j 
joy  in  any  fair  proportion,  the  produce  of  iheir  honest  la1>ou^»^ 
would  have  cared  but  little  for  ihe  exclusion  of  a  fewof  thcfrj 
richer  brethren  from  Parliament.     That  it  has  not  htth&tl' 
been  to  them  a  cause  of  discontent,  is  proved  by  the  fit<r^| 
that  their  propensity  to  outrage  and  lawless  violence  htxi 
diminished  in  proportion  to  the  successive  relaxations  of  thv] 
penal  code-     In  &ct.  tliey  hardly  know  that  such  relayatir 
haK  taken  place;  a  plain,  an  nndeninWe  proof  that  formal 
concessions^,  far  e^cceeding  in  number  and  importance  th(> 
which  remani  to  Ihj  made,  have  had  no  effect  whatever  ob] 
their  conduct  or  their  comfort. 


RIGHT  HEVEREXD  LORD  BlSfJOP  OF  CUESTER- 


Z\6 


ft  is  ako  A  proof,  my  lords,  cUat  tboac  persona  on  wlioui 
ii'ie  Itomuii  CiUliolio  pL^uriantrj  tlcpcnd  for  iiifonnzition  and 
instrut-tJoti,  have  diouglit  fit  l^  wttlltiolJ  from  them  that 
ktiowlodgc,  which,  if  iiTipartod,  would  hare  been  n  persua- 
sive to  lojaUy  and  cojitctitcdncss,  und  a  sedative,  at  least 
to  feelings  of  insubordiiiatioi).  The  mollvca  of  tliat  class 
of  persons,  who  Wvc  kept  the  people  in  ignorance  of 
ibosfi  beiiolitfi,  ^htch  were  represented  to  be  of  vital  lui- 
portfitiGc  to  tbcm,  I  pretend  not  to  ausi^i.  But  this  I  will 
say,  that  It  h  prcciAe]>  the  line  of  couduct  vrhich  would  have 
been  pursued  by  tbuse,  who,  huving  a  fur  greater  and  more 
perilous  ohjcct  of  cnlcrpiiKc  in  view,  would  treat  ii&  initJ^iiUl- 
c«nt  4tnd  tjividl,  uU  the  prcUmluary  pohits  of  con4|ucat.  It  i« 
ccnaJstent  wiUl  the  policy  of  skilful  engineers,  who  regard 
llic  succe^fjive  removdl  of  harriers  ami  outwork^)  only  as 
opening  thi;  waj  for  mi  assault  upon  the  citudeh  Such  would 
be  the  jiolicy  of  these,  who  Talue  even  the  admUsioii  of  their 
by  brelln^n  into  Pnrhument,  only  us  fucilitutlng  the  accom- 
pUshiuciU  of  tbtir  grand  scheme,  the  eaiabU;9lmieiit  of  the 
■  lioinun  Catholic  upon  the  ruins  of  the  Piotcstant  Church  ^ 


I 

I 

I 


"  Actum,  inquji,  nihil  e^t,  nisi  Pa:no  miliie  portea 

FniugiinuB,  tc  media  vexiUuin  pono  suburra." 


I 


I 


Most  truly,  my  lords,  was  it  observed  of  Po[ieryi  In  the 
remoostruiice  of  the  Commons  to  l^ing  James  the  First, 
*'  It  hath  a  restless  spirit,  and  will  strive  b>  these  gradations. 
If  it  once  get  but  a  conuivauce,  it  will  press  for  a  toleration; 
if  that  he  obtained,  they  must  have  an  equality  ;  from  thence 
they  will  aspire  to  a  superiority,  and  will  never  rest  till  they 
have  got  a  subversion  of  the  true  religion."  Tliat  this,  my 
lordsj  is  the  object  which  the  Ronian  Catholic  hierarcliy  and 
I^iiefat^ood  of  Ireland  have  in  view,  is,  to  my  mmdj  as  clear 
its  the  sun  at  noon-day-  Nothing  short  of  tliLs  will  satisfy 
tlicm;  although  I  hope  we  may  live  to  see  the  time,  wheJi, 
under  the  divine  blessing,  wiser  and  more  effectual  measures 
of  relief  shall  render  the  lower  orders  in  that  country  an 
educated,  au  industrious,  a  couteitLed  people,  and  shall  wrest 
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epectiRg  Churcli  property-  I  need  hardly  remind  you  of 
that  iimjuitous  resolution  of  tlic  Iri^li  House  of  Commons 
relative  to  the  litlie  of  agisUnctit,  which  pussed  into  a  law  at 
tbo  Uoioii-  And  huve  vre  no  reason  to  u[iprchend  stilt  niore 
daring  altempta  upon  the  property  of  the  Cimich,  wlien 
twenty  or  thirty  Itomun  Cathohc  nii^mberij  ?ihal]  have  found 
their  way  into  the  otiier  House,  pledged  to  support  every 
measure  against  the  tithe  system,  ami  sure  of  being  cashiered 
by  the  Priests  nt  the  next  election,  if  they  be  lukewarm  and 
hiactivc  in  the  cause.  I  confess,  my  lords,  I  cannot  conlem- 
platG  without  alnrtn.tlie  probable  inSucnce  of  such  it  compact 
body  of  voters,  mcvjiig  perhaps  in  the  train  of  one  of  thoflQ 
portentous  coinet^j  which, — 

'<  From  eliGir  horrid  luiir, 
Shake  p**jifil<>nce  nnd  wur" 

against  ah  that  protects  the  religious  establishments  of  tho 
country- 
Such,  my  lords,  are  the  opinions  which  I  have  been  led 
to  form,  by  a  cnreful  perusal  of  the  evidence  on  the  stale  of 
Ireland.  We  have  been  repeatedly  told — my  reverend 
brethren  and  myself— not  to  look  at  this  question  in  a  merely 
religious  point  of  view,  but  to  regard  it  as  a  great  political 
measufe.  I  have,  therefore^  thought  it  my  duty  to  enter 
somewhat  atlar^^e  into  its  probable  resTdts,  In  so  doing,  lam 
not  insensible  of  my  presumpUon,  in  oflering  advice  to  your 
lordships,  whose  experience  in  these  questions  *o  greatly 
Stirpasses  my  own;  nnd  in  taking  upon  myself  a  character 
cf  vhicli  it  bus  always  been  my  endeavour  to  steer  clear — 
tiittt  of  &  politician.  My  opinion,  such  as  it  is,  is  sincere; 
and  I  am  open  to  conviction,  if  it  can  be  proved  to  be  false, 

I  come  now,  m^^  lords,  to  that  question  on  which  I  may  lie 
considered  more  competent  to  form  an  opinion;  1  mean  the 
doctrires  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church-  But,  before  I 
touch  upon  dogmas  of  a  more  speculative  kind,  let  me  call 
vour  lordships' attention  to  a  point  wfiich  affects  us  more 
ly  and  directly  ;  I  mean  the  sentiments  and  feelings  en-* 
Muned  by  the  Roman  Catholic  body  towards  the  Protest' 
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a  fonnidable  engine  of  difiturbance  from  llie  hands  of  tho 
vho  nov  wield  it  at  thetr  will. 

IX'pcr>d  upon  Jt,  my  lords,  if  llic  Roman  Catholic  popioF 
lation  of  Ireland  suffer  religious  feeiings  to  mix  lhcm»^Ivc^ 
vith  tb€  causes  of  disturbance,  they  are  feehngs  which  extend 
Ihemsekes  far  beyond  the  narrow  limits  of  llic  pn-wnt  bill, 
vhicli,  iherefore,  we  cannot  reasonably  regard  as  a  mea^nr^^ 
of  pacification.     And  surely  it  jfi  somewhat  auspicious,  wh^H 
we  are  told  by  some  of  its  warmest  advocates,  by  tbo«c  nb^^ 
are  bust  acfinuinled  with  the  feelings  and  babita  of  the  peo- 
ple, thnt  vc  must  not  expect  complete  pacitication  in  \e^ 
than  twentj- years,  and  eveii    then,  only  from  the  combined 
operation  of  this  measure  with  others  of  a  very  diflcrenl  Icii^^^h 
A  very  competent  witness,  Mr.  M'Carthy,  has  said,  that  ^H 
cojpbyment  were   provided  for  the  peasnnlry,  and  other 
:  measures  devised  for  their  benefil>  Ireland  might  be  qnict, 
without  these  concessions  ;  but  he  fears  tliey  would  still  be 
made  a  handle  of.     A  handle,  my  lords?     Is  there  a  not 
lord  who  he;irs  me,  who  does  not  think,  thnt  if  the  bill  bcf 
lis  is  passed,  there  will  not  be  abundaace  of  such  handles :  1 
the  reinainuig  points  of  exclusionj  in  the  political  inferiority 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  in  the  materials  which 
it  will  supply  for  electioneering  intriguea  am)  cabals  i 

I  maintuin,  therefore^  my  lords,  that  in  applying  thU  re* 
medial  measure  as  an  anodyne  to  the  spasms  by  which  Ir^ 
tand  is  convulsed,  jour  lordships  will  commit  a  great  prac- 
tical error  iu  the  diagnosiii  of  her  complaint.  Yoit  rfl 
administer  a  remedy  for  one  disease,  while  all  the  symplorm 
indicate  the  preaenee  of  another.  Persuaded,  as  1  an?, 
the  ultimate  objects  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Priesthood  (n 
I  impute  to  them  no hlnme.  as  sincere  Roman  Catholics,  foren' 
tertalningsuch  views), bcheving  that  they  aimntthcsu!>TCr*Ton 
of  the  Protestant  Church,  and  the  erection  of  their  ovm  upon 
its  ruins — cau  \ou  blame  me,  my  lords,  as  a  minister  aoJ 
guardian  of  that  Protestant  Church,  if  I  give  my  decided 
opposition  to  a  measure  which  will  give  ihem  unspeukiibic 
facilities  in  the  attainment  of  that  object?  We  all  knov. 
my  lords,  what  novel  and  dangerous  notions  are  afloat! 
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Epecting  Churcli  property*  1  need  hardly  remind  you  of 
tJiat  iniquitous  resolution  of  the  Iri^h  House  of  Commons 
rclalive  to  the  lithe  of  agiplnient»  which  passed  into  a  luw  at 
tlio  Union*  And  have  we  no  reason  to  apprehend  still  more 
.daring  Attempts  upon  the  property  of  the  Church,  when 
twenty  or  tliirty  Roman  Cathohc  members  shall  hnvc  found 
their  wny  into  the  other  House,  pledged  to  support  every 
measure  against  the  tithe  system,  and  sure  of  being  cashiered 
by  thf!  Fnests  at  the  tiext  election,  if  they  be  hikcv^arm  atid 
iruclive  in  the  cause.  I  confess^  my  lords»  I  cannot  eontem- 
^plate  without  alann^  the  probable  influence  of  such  a  compact 
body  of  voters,  moving  perhapii  in  the  train  of  one  of  thos^ 
portentous  comets,  whichj — 

"  I'roni  ilitir  horrlJ  hair, 
Sh:ikt'  pestilence  and  woi" 

againet  all  that  protects  the  religious  cstahltfihnionts  of  the 
country. 

Such,  my  lords,  are  tlie  opinions  which  I  have  been  led 

■to  form,  by  a  careful  pevnSJil  of  the  evidence  on  the  state  of 

Ireland.      We   have    been   repeatedly  told — my   reverend 

brethren  and  myself — not  to  lootc  at  this  qnestion  in  a  merely 

religions  point  of  view,  but  to  regard  it  as  a  great  political 

measnre.     I  have,  therefore,  thouglit  It  my  duty  to  entet 

tOmewbat  atL*i"ge  into  it?  probable  reenlts.    Inso doing,  lam 

liot  insensible  of  ray  presumption,  in  offering  advice  to  ynur 

Ahipfi,  whose  experience  in  the^e  questions  so  greatly 

SurpH54es  my  ovn  ;  and  in  taking  npcn  myself  a  chfirarter 

of  which  if   hns  always  been   my  ende^ivonr  lo  stepr  clear — 

that  of  a  politician.     My  opinion,  snch  as  it  is,  is  sincere  i 

nnd  f  Am  open  to  conviction^  if  it  can  be  proved  to  be  fala^, 

I  come  now,  my  lords,  to  that  question  on  which  T  may  be 
considered  more  competent  lo  form  an  opinion;  I  mean  the 
doctrines  of  tbe  Roman  Catholic  Church-  Tint,  before  i 
l*iieh  upon  dogm:iB  of  a  more  i^peculative  VinJ,  let  me  call 
ynur  lord*ihips' attention  lo  a  point  which  afTeofs  us  more 
Warly  and  directly ;  1  mean  tlie  AentimentA  and  feelings  en- 
1«nained  by  (he  Roman  Catholic  body  towards  the  Protest- 
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a  formidable  engine  of  distuirbancc  from  tbo  bands  of  tliiMe 
vtho  now  wield  U  at  theirwill. 

Depend  upon  it,  my  lords,  if  the  Roman  Catholic  po 

laiion  of  Ireland  sutler  rcHgioii&i  feelings  to  mix  themscl 

with  (he  cause*  of  diaturhancc,  they  "re  fcvlingK  which  extend 

.  tlwm?elvcs  far  be}"ond  the  narrow  limits  of  the  present  Ijill, 

Ivliiet),  therefore,  we  cnnnot  icosonably  regard  a*  a  measnre 

lof  pucificatton.     And  surely  it  is  somewhat  sttspicioui^,  when 

we  arc  told  by  some  of  its  warmest  advocates^  by  those  who 

are  best  acquainted  with  the  fcehngs  and  habits  of  the  peo* 

'  pie,  that  we  mu^t  not  expect  complete  pacUioJition  in  less 

'  tJian  twenty  years,  and  even  then,  only  from  the  combined 

operation  of  this  mcasun^  with  others  of  avcrydilferent  kind. 

I  A  very  competent  witness,  Mr.  McCarthy,  bos  said,  tJiat  if 

employment  were   provided  for  the  peasantry,  and  other 

measures  devised  for  their  benefit,  Ireland  mi^ht  be  quiet, 

without  these  conceasions ;  hut  he  fears  they  would  still  be 

made  a  handle  of.     A  handle^  my  lords?     Is  there  n  noble 

fiord  who  bears  nie,  who  does  not  think,  that  if  the  bill  before 

us  is  passed,  there  will  not  beaburdance  of  such  hant]le«;  in 

the  remaining  points  of  exclusion,  in  the  political  inferiority 

,  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  in  the  materials  which 

fit  will  supply  for  electioneering  intrigues  and  cabals  f 

I  mnintaln,  therefore,  my  lords,  that  in  applying  this  re- 
Tnedtjil  measure  ns  an  anodytit^  to  (he  spasms  by  which  Ire- 
land is  convulsed,  your  lordships  will  commit  a  great  prac- 
i^tical  error  in  the  diagnosis  of  her  complaint,  You  will 
admitii:<iter  a  remedy  for  one  disease^  while  all  the  symptotna 
indicate  the  presence  of  another,  PeranadcLl,  as  1  am,  of 
the  ultimate  objects  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Priesthood  (and 
I  impute  tc  them  no  Wnn)e,a,s  sincere  RomnnCatholics,  foren- 
tertoiningsuch  views),  believing  that  they  aim  at  the stib version 
of  the  Prolefltant  Church,  and  the  erection  of  their  own  upon 
its  niins — can  you  blame  me,  my  lords^  as  a  minister  and 
guardian  of  tlmt  Protestant  Church,  if  1  give  my  decided 
opposition  to  a  measure  which  will  give  them  unspeakable 
facilities  in  the  attainment  of  that  object?  We  all  know, 
iny  lords,  what  novel  and  dangerous  notions  arc  afloat  re* 
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specting  Chnrch  properly.  I  neeJ  bardly  remind  you  of 
that  intquttoufi  resolution  of  llic  Imh  Home  of  ComaionB 
rrlfitire  to  tbc  tithe  of  fi<p!>tnicnt,  nlticli  pnsscd  Into  a  law  at 
the  Union.  And  have  vfc  no  reason  to  apprehend  still  more 
daring  attempU  tipoii  the  property  of  ihe  Church,  when 
twenty  or  thirty  Roman  CAlholic  members  AuiW  have  found 
their  vay  into  the  other  House,  pledged  to  support  every 
measure  against  tho  tithe  sy&tem,  ntnl  ^ure  of  being  cashiered 
by  the  Priests  at  the  next  election,  if  llirj  he  lukewarm  and 
inactive  in  the  cause,  1  confess,  m>  lords.  I  cannot  contem- 
plate uiihout  alarm,  the  probable  inlluenc^  of  such  a  cfimpact 
body  of  voter?!,  moving  perhaps  in  the  train  of  one  of  those 
portentous  comets,  which, — 

*'  From  iheif  horrid  hair» 
8hakc  pcRtilt^nciT  ^mil  war" 

against  01II  that  protects  the  religious  establishments  of  tho 
country. 

Such,  my  lord??,  are  the  opinions  which  I  have  been  led 
to  form,  by  a  careful  pevusul  of  tiie  evidence  on  the  state  of 
Ireljtnd,  We  have  b*?(?n  repeatotlly  told — my  reverend 
bretbrcti  and  mvself — not  to  loot:  at  this  qucstioti  in  a  merely 
religious  point  of  viow,  but  to  regard  it  as  a  great  political 
measure.  I  have,  therefore,  thought  it  my  duty  ti>  enter 
w>roewhftt  at  large  tnto  its  probable  results.  In  so  doing,  I  am 
not  ''necnsible  of  my  presumption,  in  ofteving  advice  to  your 
lordships,  whose  expeiionce  in  tbtse  (luestJons  so  greatly 
surpasses  my  own;  and  in  taking  upon  myself  ncliaracter 
of  which  it  hnK  nWfiys  been  my  e nt! en vour  to  steer  clear- — 
that  of  a  politician^  My  opinion,  such  asiCij;,  is  sines  re; 
nnd  I  am  open  to  conviction,  if  it  can  be  proved  to  be  false* 

I  come  now,  my  lords,  to  that  question  on  which  I  may  be 
considerotl  more  competent  to  form  an  opinion  ;  1  me^n  the 
cloctrtDGtt  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church-  But,  before  I 
touch  upon  dogmas  ef  a  more  speculative  kind,  lot  me  call 
your  lordahip«'  attention  to  a  point  which  aflcctfl  us  more 
nearly  and  directly ;  I  mean  the  sentiments  and  feelings  en- 
tertained by  Iho  Roman  Catholic  body  towards  the  Protest-  , 
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a  formidable  engine  of  dUUirbance  from  the  liands  of  iho*^ 
vl)0  now  wield  it  at  tbeirwill. 

Depcml  upon  it,  n\y  lards,  if  the  Rofnan  Cfttholic  iH>p 
llation  of  Ireland  suftbr  religious  feelings  Xo  ini\  tliemwUx 
with  the  causes  of  distuxbance,  ihey  ;iTe  feelings  which  extend 
themselves  fi>r  heyond  the  narrow  limils  of  the  present  liill, 
vhich,  therefore,  wo  cannot  reasonaUly  regard  as  a  raeasuTO 
^  of  paciflcatioT3.  And  eurely  it  is  somewhat  siispjcioiis,  whni 
f  ire  nrc  told  by  some  of  its  Tmnnest  advocates,  by  those  who 
arc  bc&t  aci)uaintcd  utth  the  feehiigs  and  habits  of  the  pen- 
pie,  that  we  must  not  t^xpect  complete  pacificMtion  in  lesf 
than  twenty  years,  and  even  then,  only  from  ihe  combined 
operation  of  this  measnrQ  with  others  of  a  very  dilterent  kind. 
A  very  competent  witness,  Mr,  McCarthy,  has  said,  that  if 
etnplayment  were  provided  for  the  peasantry,  and  oifier 
measures  dc^'IKelI  for  their  benefit,  Ireland  might  be  C|iiiet, 
without  thc^  concessions ;  but  he  fears  they  would  still  Ijc 
made  a  handle  of.  A  handle^  tny  lords  ?  Is  there  n  noble 
lord  who  hears  me,  who  does  not  think,  that  if  ihe  hill  before 
us  is  pa&seJ,  there  will  not  be  abtindancc  of  such  handle:^;  io 
the  remaining  points  of  excUision,  in  the  political  infcrioritf 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Churchy  atid  in  the  inatc^rials  which 
it  will  supply  for  el  eel  ion  ee  ring  intrigues  and  cabals'^ 

I  mntntmn,  therefore,  my  lords^  that  in  applying  this  re? 
medial  measure  as  an  anodyne  to  the  spasms  by  which  Ire- 
land is  convulacd,  your  lordships  will  commit  a  great  pric* 
tica!  error  in  the  diagnosis  of  her  complaint.  You  wtK 
adminisier  a  remedy  for  one  disease,  while  all  the  s)-mptoiKtf 
indicate  the  presence  of  another.  Persuaded,  as  I  am,  of 
the  ultimate  objects  of  the  Koman  Catholic  Priesthood  (incl 
I  impute  to  them  no  blame,  as  sincere  Roman  Catholics,  foren- 
tertainingsucliviews),bclievingthRttheyaimat  thesnbversion 
of  the  Protestant  Church,  and  the  erection  of  their  oivn  upon 
its  riiina — can  you  blnme  me,  my  lords,  as  a  minister  and 
guardian  of  that  Protestant  Church,  if  I  give  tny  *ifcidcd 
opposition  to  a  measure  which  will  give  them  unspe;ikablc 
facilities  in  the  allainment  of  that  object?  We  all  know, 
niy  lords,  what  novel  and  dangerous  notiom  arc  afloat  re- 
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spectin^  Churcli  property.  I  need  hardly  reinind  you  of 
tbat  iniquitous  resolution  of  the  Iritih  House  of  Commons 
relative  to  the  lithe  of  n^f tment,  which  pai^sed  into  a  Uw  at 
the  [Jnioii.  And  have  we  no  reason  to  apprehend  still  more 
daring  Attempts  «poa  the  property  of  the  Cfiiireh,  when 
twenty  or  tliirty  liomnn  Cathotie  mcmbcri;  t\xa\\  have  found 
their  way  into  the  otber  Ilouse^  pledged  to  support  every 
me^i-Mjre  against  (Iht  tithe  system,  and  sure  of  b<jiiig  ua^-ihitjred 
by  the  Pricstg  at  the  next  election,  if  they  he  liikowai'm  nnd 
inactive  in  the  eause.  I  confess,  my  lDrdfi>  I  cannot  contem- 
plate without  alarm,  the  probable  influence  of  such  a  compact 
btxly  of  voters,  movirg  perhaps  in  the  trahi  of  one  of  those 
portentous  comets,  which, — 

*'  From  dieir  horritl  hair» 
riliakc  prs:ilcncy  atid  YrAt" 

■gainst  all  that  protects  the  religious  eBtabliflhtnenls  of  the 
itry. 
sbi  my  lords,  are  the  opinions  which  I  have  been  led 
■t*'f&rni,  by  a  careful  perttejil  of  the  evidence  on  the  stale  of 
Ireland,  We  have  boon  repeatedly  told — my  reverend 
brethren  nnd  myself— not  to  look  at  this  question  in  a  merely 
T6ligioi;3  point  of  \iew,  but  to  regard  it  as  a  great  political 
measure.  I  have,  therefore^  thought  it  my  duty  to  enter 
■omewhat  at  large  into  its  probable  results.  In  so  doing,  lam 
not  insensible  of  my  presumption,  in  offering  advii?c  \o  your 
krdBhipK,  whose  experience  in  these  (lucstiona  so  greatly 
Fuipasses  my  own;  end  in  taking  upon  myself  a  character 
of  which  it  hftS  nlways  been  my  ernlenvonr  to  steer  clear— 
that  of  a  politician-  My  opinion,  such  hb  it  is,  is  sincere; 
and  I  am  open  to  cnnvictToii,  if  it  can  be  prored  to  be  false. 

I  come  now,  my  lords,  to  that  (question  on  which  I  may  bo 
conHidereJ  more  competent  to  form  nn  opinion  j  I  meim  the 
(loclnnva  of  the  Roman  Cntholic  Church-  But,  before  I 
touch  upon  ilognias  of  u  more  speculative  kind.  Jot  me  call 
your  lordships'  attention  to  tx  point  which  ofieots  ub  more 
nearly  un4  directly  ;  I  mean  the  sentiments  and  feulings  en- 
lerUined  by  the  Roman  O^ttiolic  body  towards  the  Protest- 
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a  formidaMc  engine  of  distiirb^rct:  from  ibe  bands  of  U>o« 
wbo  now  wieid  it  at  ibf^irttiH. 

l>cpcml  upon  it,  my  lords,  if  the  Roman  Cntholic  poj; 
lalion  of  In-lnnd  suffer  religious  feelings  to  mix  ibcmsch 
with  the  causes  of  disturbance,  they  are  feelingn  whidi  ext«Di|i 
themselves  far  bcyoml  the  narrow  iimirs  of  the  present  biB, 
which,  therefore,  we  cannot  veiisonably  legard  as  a  meifiure 
of  pucificatiiin.  And  surely  it  is  somewhat  mspicious,  when 
wc  are  told  by  J^ome  of  its  wArmest  advocates,  by  those  who 
are  best  acquainted  with  the  feelings  iiiid  habits  of  the  peo- 
ple, thftt  we  must  not  expect  complete  pjictfication  in  Icti 
than  twenty  years,  and  even  tlien,  only  from  the  cembin«! 
opcrattoiLof  this  measure  w<th  others  of  a  very  different  kiixL^ 
A  very  campetent  witness.  Mr,  M'Carthy^  has  said»  that 
emplo}"menl  were  jirovided  for  the  peasantrj",  and  othi 
measures  devised  for  their  benefitj  Ircbnd  might  be  qiiie^ 
irithouC  these  concessions ;  but  he  fe^rs  they  would  still  fae 
inailen  hamlle  of  A  liaiidle,  my  lords!  Is  there  a  noble 
lord  wbo  hears  me,  who  does  not  thinly,  that  if  the  bill  befofc 
us  is  passed,  there  will  not  be  abundance  of  such  handles;  it 
the  rematniiij;  paints  of  exchision,  in  the  pohtlcal  infcriorJtj 
of  the  Honinn  Csiboltc  Church,  ami  in  the  nuiCerials  which 
it  will  supply  for  electioneering  intiigucs  and  cabals  f 

I  maintain,  tliereCbre,  my  lords^  that  in  applying  this  re- 
medial measure  as  an  anod}'nc  to  the  spasms  by  which  Ire- 
[land  is  comulMHl,  your  lordship*  will  commit  a  great  pnc- 
ical  error  in  the  diagnosis  of  her  complaint.  You  wil 
l«dminister  a  reiuedr  for  otte  dbea»e,  while  all  the  symptooB 
lindicate  the  presence  of  another.  Persuaded,  as  I  ai»»  of 
Itho  ultimate  objects  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Priesthood  (and 
ll  impute  to  them  no  blame,  as  sincere  Roman  Calhc»nc:<,  for  en- 
ftertainingsttchview>),believingthatthey  aimatthesubversion 
of  the  Protectant  Church,  and  the  erection  of  tiicir  own  ujna 
Au  ruin* — can  you  blinie  me,  my  lord*,  as  a  minister  and 
[guardian  of  that  Protestant  Churcbt  if  I  give  my  decided 
toppoflttion  to  a  measure  which  will  gtre  (hem  unspeakable 
Flacilitie^  in  the  attainment  of  that  object  t  We  all  know, 
lords,  «rbat  mvcl  and  dangerous  tactions  arc  af 
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Bpecting  Church  properly.  I  need  hardly  remind  you  of 
that  iniquitous  resolution  of  the  Irbh  House  of  Commons 
relative  to  the  tithe  o1  (tgi^tment,  which  pa:;seci  into  a  law  at 
the  Union.  And  have  wo  no  reason  to  apprehend  still  mor« 
.daring  attempts  upon  the  property  of  the  Cliurch,  when 
twenty  or  thirty  Koni.in  Catholic  tncnibers  shall  huve  found 
their  way  into  the  other  Housl'j  pledged  to  support  every 
iiiea,sure  against  the  tithe  system,  and  sure  of  being  cashiered 
by  the  Priests  al  the  next  election,  if  they  he  hikcwann  and 
inactive  in  the  cause,  i  confess,  my  lords^  1  cannot  contem- 
plate nilhout  alarm,  the  probuhle  inHuence  of  such  a  compact 
botly  of  Toters,  moving  perhaps  in  the  train  of  one  of  those 
portentous  comets^  which, — 

**  From  llicir  horrid  baiTj 
Shake  |>c0lilcncc  and  wtti-'' 

I  against  .Ml  that  protects  the  religious  establishments  of  tlic 
country. 

Such,  cny  lords,  nre  the  opinions  which  I  hare  been  led 
to  form,  by  a  careful  perusal  of  the  evidence  on  the  state  of 
Ireland.  "W'c  have  been  repeatedly  told — my  reverend 
brethren  and  myself— not  to  look  at  this  question  in  a  merely 
religious  point  of  view,  but  to  regard  it  as  a  great  political 
measure.  I  have,  therefore,  thought  it  my  duty  to  enter 
somewhat  at  large  into  its  probable  results.  Insodoin^,  lam 
not  nsensibk  of  my  presumption,  in  offering  advice  to  your 
Wd^hipa,  whose  experience  in  these  questions  so  greatly 
surpasses  my  own  ;  and  in  taking-  upcn  myself  a  character 
of  which  if  hn«  always  heen  my  endeavour  to  steer  clear — 
that  of  a  politician.  INfy  opinion,  such  as  It  ia,  iiiiine^re; 
and  T  am  npen  to  eonvietion,  if  it  can  be  proved  to  be  f«]«e. 

I  come  now,  my  lords,  to  that  question  on  whtch  I  may  be 
considered  mnre  competent  to  form  sn  opinion  ;  I  mean  ihe 
doctrines  of  the  lloman  Catholic  Chrrcfa.  Hut,  befort^  [ 
touch  upon  dogni:i4  of  a  more  speculative  lindf  let  me  call 
your  lordships' attention  to  n  point  which  aifecls  us  more 
nearly  and  directly;  I  mean  the  sentimenta  and  feelings  en- 
Certuned  by  ihi^  Roman  Catholic  body  towards  the  Protest^ 
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ant  Cfauicb.  One  dittinguiahed  witafsi,  a.  meiBber  of  tb^ 
oontmumoiif  d«clu:ed,  that  weie  he  Dot  cooTiDc^d  tb&t  the 
presMit  measure  would  tend  to  itrengtheii  the  Protestant 
intareat,  be  would  not  support  it;  of  course  this  expresuoa 
is  to  be  taken  with  that  latitude  of  meaning  wbicht  I  belieTo, 
ia  osuaUy  allowed  to  tpeaken  from  the  other  side  of  St 
George's  Channel ;  but  certainly  it  saYonrsofthe  indiscveet 
wannth  of  a  witness,  who,  in  his  anxiety  to  serve  the  cause 
In  hand,  proves  rather  too  much.  However,  I  have  no  right 
t*  question  the  sincerity  of  that  very  able  and  distinguidied 
personi  as  far  as  his  own  feelings  are  concerned*  But  if  yo|i 
ciHisider  him  to  be  the  representative,  in  that  respect,  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  body,  no  idea  can  be  more  faHacious.  That 
su^h  are  not  the  sentiments  of  that  body,  appears  from  the 
general  tenor  of  the  evidence  before  your  lordships. 

And  now,  my  lords,  with  regard  to  that  evidence,  I  must 
take  the  liberty  of  making  one  remark.  As  &r  as  &cta  are 
concerned,  and  the  opinion  of  the  individual  witnesses,  lam 
disposed  to  receive  their  testimony  withoht  hesitadon  or 
doubt.  But  as  to  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  Ronuui  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland,  I  hope  your  lordships  did  not  exped, 
through  the  medium  of  your  committee  (for  no  tribunal  so 
constituted  could  reasonably  expect),  to  arrive  at  the  Urutb, 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  That  is  a  re- 
sult, my  lords,  which  depends  quite  as  much  upon  those  whp 
quesdon,  aa  upon  those  who  answer;  a  position  most  re- 
markably exemplified  in  the  evidence  before  us,  as  I  could 
easily  show,  were  time  and  space  allowed  me. 

What  I  say,  my  lords,  is,  that  as  to  the  wishes  and  hopes 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  you  cannot  form  a  correct  estimate 
of  them  from  the  cautious  and  guarded  sentiments  of  a  few 
able  men,  whose  answers  would  go  no  further  than  the 
questions  put  to  them;  who  stood  before  you,  armed  at  al! 
points  upon  the  objects  of  your  inquiry,  and  declaring,  not 
the  viewe  and  purposes  of  the  whole  Roman  Catholic  body, 
for  they  had  no  authority  so  to  do,  but  their  own  individual 
opinion  of  what  those  views  and  purposes  ought  to  be.  N9, 
my  lords,  if  you  would  learn  the  sentiments  a^d  l^pes  ^hich 
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pc^rvade  the  girent  mass  of  the  Kamnn  Cutliolic  pa|Hila1ion, 
attcn<]  their  public  meetings;  hear  their  Tavountc  ornton> 
not  unskilled  in  human  nature,  select  tho^e  topics  which  are 
rViC9t  congtmini  with  the  feelin^H  of  llieir  audience;  hear 
thrra  ficnoniice  the  l^rotcstant  Cliurch  ji«  an  intolerable 
nuisance,  a  bancfu!  peat,  nn  incubus  upon  the  prosperity  of 
thecotmtry!  Listen  to  the  applause  with  which  these  de* 
drtrnrion*  are  received,  and  then  j«dg^  of  the  views  which 
the  Roman  Ciitholic?;  entcrtiiiti. 

My  lords,  in  a  very  remarkable  speech  of  Dr.  Droiugoole, 
which  was  received  by  a  crowded  assembly  with  aci^Iamntions 
of  applause,  and  which  was  afterwards  declared  by  a  Priest 
of  his  cotnmunion  to  be  "  Catholic,  purely,  precisely  Catho- 
lie,"  he  thus  speaks  of  ihe  Protestant  Clmrcb: — "  It  ?<ha!l 
fnll,  and  nothing  but  the  memory  of  the  nusthief  it  has  cre- 
strd  £lm11  survive.  It  has  lud  its  time  upon  earth:  ^rid, 
when  the  time  arrives,  shall  Catholics  be  bound  by  an  oath 
to  wphold  vt  system,  which  they  believe  will  oiie  day  be  re- 
jected by  the  wholp  earth  V  So  spoke  the  Popish  layman. 
Now  hear  the  Piicst,  (Mr»  Gandolpliy),  and  they  are  his 
wtmin  taken  from  a  book,  which,  although  it  was  rejected  by 
the  modepation  or  the  policy  of  the  Vicar  Apost*^ic  of  his 
dislnci,  was  carried  to  the  foot  of  the  Papal  throne,  received 
the  sanction  of  the  hijrhest  authority,  and  vas  dechrod 
'*  worthy  of  b^'mg  cased  in  cedar  and  ^old,  and  hig:lily  ad- 
vantageous to  the  Catholic  Cliurch,"  He  says  of  the  Eng- 
lish Church,  that  "  ahe  is  the  eldest  of  her  heretica]  si:!tcr- 
hood — a  rebellious  chihl — with  a  hateful  eye  he  views  the 
sickly  sprouts  which  issue  from  its  broken  branches — they 
shall  gather  it  up  aud  cast  It  into  the  fire,  and  it  shall  burn." 

" teda  Uioebif  in  ilia 


Qua  fitante^,  ardent,  qui  tixo  gutiuro  fumant/ 

BiieK  my  lords,  Bre  the  sentiments  at  this  day  avowed  by 
Btfnif^,  and  appLtnde<l  hy  inary  morp,  of  that  great  body  (u 
tcbnm  we  are  required  (o  m;ike  further oom^enjtioi is  of  polttiral 
power. 

As  to  the  projiorly  of  mir Church,  my  lords,  I  once  thought 
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a»»  tal  ttft  Ckift  tbcj^  bave  no  ijfin.  wkMmcT  lo  «p^vfvute 
Um  dcba  to  OniMilui^  tW;^  ooij  aot^d  to  uLr  iks 
onyfroslkc  IVotMliM  OoKk.  Snel j,  ay  Im^  I 
cMiaot  be  ft  more  eftdoal  lamliuJ  of  dcMi 
■07,  th«a  to  dcpmc  lam  of  the  Beon»  nf  relwrijicTMx  Am 
Aol  this  b  tbc  ful  f»irpote  ftod  mlftKiop  of  tbr 
ClholicaT  1  proie  by  tbe  most  ■mfacotic  lesConmij.  I  ] 
i^  way  locJ«,  by  ibc^  von  petttioo,  ptesoiucd  to  itic  II 
of  ruiii—mi  »inbc  ;»»*  of  Maj,  lSd4,  In  Uut  petUico,! 
■t  IB  o  JocQaaewC  «dl  woitb^  yoor  lonlalii|M'  move 
■tteoljoa,  tbr;  pUioljiMDOAte  dut,  in  order  to  sftttaJ^dnkl 
tbrcv  tbit^  are  ab»obiteIy  neceaaarj.  Aoal  whoi  arr  ibcft 
tbrcc  Ibu^  f  Ftnt,  tbc  repeal  of  tbc  t'niaci ;  Aocoadi,  tk 
■bofidoo  of  titbe» ;  ftaJ  thud,  tlie  auauIliDg  of  «0  corponK 
pcmlrgcs* 

L'poo  litu  rcnarkablc  petition,  my  lords,  f  vQI  doC  dvet 
aiCla^tli,  but  rtque^c  ^our  WtUhipb'  attemioD  lo  a  oolbo 
jttportttDt  tcstixnony.     In  one  of  the  letters  pubJUhed  ante 
tbe  tigoftturc  of  J.  K.  L^,  and  generally  attributed  to  Dt 
iX>y1e,  a  very  different  persoa   from  tbe   Dr.  Doyle  «IW| 
appeared  before  yotir  lordships*  comiDittee— it  is  said  thtt , 
"  the  Catholics,  as  Catholics,  hare  n<>  designs  hostile  10  the  j 
Cbarch  ;  hut,  <u  a  body  of  inen  ehiedy  employed  in  agrlcol' ' 
turaJ  pursuits,  they  object  not  to  the  Church,  buc  to  tk 
SMabtithaaent/*     My  lords,  I  ihink  that  a  pretty  connnciiif 
mark  of  hostilicy  to  the  Church,  would  be  to  take  uvay  tbt 
tnmitinitieji  and  property  which  it  enjoys  as  an  c^tabliAhmroL 
Tbe  distinction  which  is  taken  by  Ur  Doyle  is  about  as  talidi 
as  if  a  disappointed  suitor  in  the  Comt  of  Chancery  were  to 
approach  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack,  (1  Iw^ 
that  noble  lord's  pardon,  but  1  am  «ure   he  will    not  bfl] 
offended  at  my  introducing  his  name  V*  illustrate  my  argU' 
mvnt}— and  were  to  say  to  him,  '*  My  lord,  I  beg  to  aj^iurei 
you,  that  I,  as  A.  iS.,  entertain  no  personal  animosity  towardl ' 
your  lordship^  a*  Karl  ofEldori,  lint  as  a  ilisnppoinlcd  suitoF 
in  your  couitj  L  must  beg  leave  to  adminUlcr  lo  you,  as 
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I  High  CliftticcUor,  a  knock  on  the  liead."  Exactly  such,  my 
lorda,  la  the  miserable  sophistry  of  Dr.  Doylo.  He  is  kindly 
disponed  towards  the  Churchy  as  a  Church,  but  as  an  Kata- 
bli»iiMteiit  he  woiikl  starve  her  to  death. 

This  sartiG  Dr.  Doyle  (I  heg  his  pardon,  this  same  J.K.L.) 
clares  that  the  Protestnnt  Clergy  are,  and  will  be  detested ; 
I  asserts,  tliat  all  the  efforts  of  legislators  to  improve  and 
tnrich  Ireland  have  been  marred  by  th&  Protestuni  Clergy ; 
md  that  the  imirders  nnd  atrocities  which  stnin  the  character 
of  the  nation,  harden  it*^  heart,  und  bnUali^e  its  feeling,  have 
eeii  occasioned  or  conmittrd  by  the  agents  of  the  Protest- 
'  ant  Clergy — that  Clergy,  my  lords,  to  whose  zeal  and  nscful- 
^ness>  and  in  most  cases  to  tbeir  forbe^irance^  your  witnesses 
Khave  bonie  their  almost  concurrent  testimony  :  that  clergy, 
■*vbo,in  the  great  moral  destitution  and  desolation  el"  Ireland, 
Bremained  as  oases  in  the  desert;  the  only  class  of  resident 
■  gcMty,  to  whom  tliL' peasantry  looked  up  with  respect  and 
'  gratitude;  whose  houses,  in  the  midst  of  nocturnal  plunder 
and  conDagration,  remained  unprotected  and  uninjured. 

My  Lords,— I  trust  that  [  am  not  moved  to  anger  by  these 
calumnious  imputations  upon  my  brethren,  I  hope,  at  least, 
1  shall  not  be  thought  to  say  a  word  by  vay  of  retaliation; 
I  would  not  speak  with  hariiimess  of  one  who  is  placed  in 
the  same  spiritual  order  with  myself;  but,  there  are  emer- 
gencies, my  lords,  when  justice  requires  the  truth  to  be 
plainly  spoken  ;  and  the  present  is  one  of  theni<  It  is  my  duty 
H  to  call  upon  your  lordships  seriously  to  consider,  what  degree 
of  weight,  as  to  matters  of  opinion,  ought  to  be  attached  to 

^the  tcstimcnyof  a  man,  who,  IVom  the  covert  of  liis  hatf-con- 
ceatment,  hurls  lirehrand«  into  the  sancluary  of  the  Protest* 
ftnt  fjLtth,  and  darts  his  poii^oned  arrows  abroad ;  who  engrafts 
upon  the  intolerant  bigotry  of  the  UomisJj  Church  the  level- 
liiiff  principles  of  jacobinism,  and  then  comes  heibre  your 
lordships  to  soften  down,  with  glozing  words,  the  asperities 
of  his  recorded  calumny,  and  hints  his  disavowal,  and  besi- 
states  his  dislike,  of  doctrines  which  stand  emblazoned  in 
(every  official  document  of  the  church  to  which  he  belongs. 


CC0  atmacHi»jsm      .  ^ 

I  now  puip  my  lords,  by , m tmtmni^itmmttfirh-'^^a^ Ih^ 
Dc^k  to  the  Pope.  It  is«aiy  ta^howlAtt  die  JKottodto 
wkieb.  ifl  attempted  to  bo  if  ami  hfimmmtb^  1^pmkmtf$!>m¥^ 
in  thingB  spiritual  and  thtngi  f— p»rgl,iM  a  dwriartionirhyh 
cifata  oviy  Id  tbeory.  Befiire  it  can  te  admitted  jw  .prac 
Haalttfae  religiowU  of  theRraiiik  Church  OHitf  pr^>n^ 
Ifavntelnt  wtdi  two  dSituct  oeto  «rf  pmcipkui  jan^fttJip^tt 
tbe  '«iie  reUlng  purely^uid  wleljr  to  the  ^lui^s  of  (bu 
wmldf  and  Uie  odier  to  thbgi  eteniaL  I  hmi  iMtondcd  t« 
«|tiote  the  flentiBienta  of  ibeur  ovo  divtoes  APAbe^qwitiflpf^ 
'ImI  the  subject  hai  been  <o  ably  diacoiied  by-iiiy  fight  nnc- 
MiidfriMd,lhefatthop  of  LUnddr,tbatittB  neadl^flAforjoe 
ilp^vellupon  it. 

Hm  Pope'f  Jttpiemacy  is  Mi  least  ecdeaiwtiQpdt,  jm4  «n 
jaeidfieiasttcal  auprenaacy  neoeaxanly  iiivolne»  aoinB  tenpoivl 
(■riadietiDn,  In  point  of  fact,  docs  iiot  Aha  £ope«p|Ka«Kd 
the  titular  biibops  of  Irelaod,  aith  mcome*  o££r«ioi  fiye  hm- 
dnd  to  two  thousand  pounds  a^year?  Audhav^^uit-titese 
biihop*  the  nooiination  of  all  the  paneh  prieats,  th^^mwuHW 
^whoae  total  income  is  already  i5Q,KXM)^  ?  la  ihttioahtfcr- 
Aaence  in  temporals?  Is  it  notbingr  my  lo«ds,;thatji£Mn^ 
;po4eaUte,  tbe  mortal  foe  of  your  Church,  ahoold  juive  is  the 
1  very  precincts  of  that  Church  a  weU-disciplined  annyjof^StOOO 
^mm,  sworn  to  pay  implicit  obedience  to  Ua  ,<ioiaaazids ; 
4^heae  generals  he  appoints,  aud,  be  it  remondve^oc^  h^s 
appointed,  if  not  the  creatupca  and  partiaans,  yae^eLiiiiwi- 
neesof  a  Popish  Pretender  to  the  throne  ?  liis  aaft^iudeod, 
-4iat  a  titular  bishop  appointed  by  the  Pope,  at^lhei^eeeou- 
nmidadon  of  the  Pretender,  might  have  rfrtninfrd  iiMmpfiMcd 
Ilia  allegiance  to  the  Protestant. monarch  ^on  the  lih^ime.  ^  Jt 
is-po9sSble,  no  doubt.  But  what  do  your  lordahipaiiioa^Be 
woi^  haTC  been  his  conduct,  bad  the  Pret^dar  npprcfijrf 
-stany  time  with  an  imposing  force  on  the  shorea  of  belvd:? 
'He 'would  have  been  perplexed  ;  but  he  would  prcib^hifyhABe 
been  relieved  from  his  perplexity'by>theeKereiseof  wkU^is 
'  taUBA^he  AUum  Domimum  f  that  ratio  ultima  foparmm^^e 
i^«A^Teaerved  for  emergenciea  of '  confluence.  ^Mcflieiid 


EIGHT  REVEEEKD  LORD  BiaBOP  OF  CHESTER.  ftSS 

ha-re  been  released  from  his  oath  of  Allegiance,  &5  the  mb- 
jectfl  of  the  BourboiUt  by  a  hull  of  Pius  VII.,  were  releafied 
irom  theirs. 

I  come  now,  my  lords,  to  the  deposiz^  power  of  the  Pope« 
which  Dr.  I>oyle  tells  us  is  obsolete  ;  a  well-choeeo  word  ; 
not  abrogated ;  not  annulled ;  not  disavowed  \  but  obsoletfi. 
Not  to  mention  a  long  list  of  instances  which  occurred  before 
the  seventeenth  century,  I  would  remind  your  lordsUps  tb&t 
Pope  Urban  VIIL  pretended  to  depose  Charles  L  in  Ireland 
in  1648.;  that  Benedict  XIII.  issued  a  deposing  Inill  ^aioBt 
George  IL,  in  1729,  and  that  Fius  VII,  deposed  Lauds 
XVIIL  and  absolved  alt  Frenchmen  from  their  oaths  of  afie<- 
giance,  when  he  crowned  his  dear  son  Napoleon.  I  acknow- 
ledge, my  lords,  that  these  were  empty  displays  of  authoritgr. 
But  although  they  were  empty  displays  as  iar  as  regards  tim 
actual  power  of  the  Pope,  they  were  not  widiout  t^eir  eSatit 
upon  ^e  minds  of  faithful  Komau  Catholics,  as  we.  should 
have  found  to  our  cost,  had  circumstances  favoured  tbeir 
operation.  But  Dr.  Doyle  says,  this  doctrine  is  ^Intdelc; 
that  IB,  out  of  use*  Why,  my  locds,  in  1805,  Pope  Pius  Vlt- 
instructs  his  nuncio  at  Vienna,  that  the  church  had  decreet, 
as  a  punishment  of  heresy,  the  confiscation  of  heretical  pro- 
perty, but  unfortunately  she  cannot  now  exerisise  her  ri^rt 
of  deposing  heretics  from  their  principalities. 

This,  then,  my  lords,  is  the  obsol^e  power  of  -depomg 
princes — obsolete,  as  the  strength  of  a  tiger  is  obsolete,  wh^a 
bis  claws  are  pared  and  his  limbs  manacled.  These  offensive 
tenets  are  still  embraced  by  the  Romish  (Uiurch :  individuab 
there  may  be,  and  doubtless  are,  who  either  disavow  tbeait 
-or  retain  them  in  a  quahfied  and  midgated  sense ;  hut  th^ 
are  sdll  the  doctrines  of  their  church ;  and  it  is  not  coip- 
p^ent  to  any  one  or  more  of  its  members  to  disclaim  theai, 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  church.  t>T,  Doyle 
knows,  that  he  has  no  authority  to  do  so  ;  for  be  btmself  has 
told  us,  that  the  decisions  of  even  Roman  Catholic  untveraities 
on  such  matters  are  not  conclusive.  Neither  Dr-  J>oyle,nor 
any  Roman  Catholic  university  in  Christendom,  will  dare^to 
say,  that  a  single  canon  of  the  Council  of  Trent  is  to  be 
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rejected  or  contemned ;  and  1  nuintaifit  tltmt  n  cburch^  nbosc 
profestiouft  of  falih  ami  luLe  of  dbcipltne  are  to  be  founii  in 
thv  acU  of  thai  council,  in  uui\t  to  be  rtdmiited  to  any  rond|^J 
derable  share  of  power  i>r  tiudiorily  in  a  Protcvtunt  bUilc,    ^H 

Jn  imputing   lo   ibat  cburcb   the  doctrines  which    she 
solemnly  professes  to  piahuain,  I  bope,  my  lord:?,  I  shall  not 
be  corsidei'cd  a-'^  CA»ting  any  blame  upon  the  iiKUv>Oual&  of 
her  communion.    If  tbey  are  consistent  in  tlietr  religio 
creed,— if  they  are  true  Roman  Catholics^ — they  must  bclievi 
ttbalftver  their  rhurdi  has  declared  necessary  to  be  believed 
Mylordisl  hnd  prepared  myself  to  enter  more  at  length  ini 
t]iU  p:n't  of  the  subject^  nnd  to  show  by  documentary  c  vide  nc^l 
dial  not  one  of  these  offensive  doctrines  has  in  point  of  fiict? 
been   relinquished  by  tfie  Ronnsli   chtirch.      But    havuig 
already  trespassed  on  your  lordships'  attention  much  longer 
than  i  had  intended,  I  shall  draw  ray  observaLions  to  a  clo«- 
t    At  ihe  sanie  time,  m}  lorda,  1  think  it  right  to  state  thit 
some  uf  these  doctrines  are  asserted  and  insinuated  both  in 
the  class-book  at  Maynootb,  and  in  the  elementary  books 
leligious  instruction,  which  are  in  common  use  in  Ireiani 
To  mention  only  one;  tlie  sanctity  of  an  oath.     It  ia  perfec 
notorious,  that  the  lri;ih  peasantry  in  general  pay  no  regit 
at  all  to  this  most  sacred  of  all  obligations.     They  arc  tati^hc 
ill  Dr>  James  Butler's  Roman  Catholic  Cntechiam,  a  work  i: 
very  general  use,  that  an  unjust  oath  is  not  binding :  and  to  t)i' 
cjiiestion,  what  is  an  unjust  oath?  the  answer  is,  that  vhich 
is  injurious  to  God^  our  neighbour,  or  ourselves.     As  to  the 
first  part  of  the  definition,  we  kiiou  what  interpretation  maf- 
be  put  upon  it  by  the  Koini^h  Church  ;  as  to  the  last  it 
very  inconsistent  with  the  description  given  in  a  lK>nk  of 
questionable  authority,  where  it  is  said  of  the  righteous  matj 
that 'Mie  sweareth  to  his  nci^^hhour  and  di^appouitctb 
not,  though  it  were  to  his  own  binderance." 

These  sre  some  of  the  arguments,  my  lonls,  which  I  ha 
to  urge  against  the  adoption  of  the  present  nicAxurtr.     Th 
fire  others,  with  which,  at  this  hour  of  the  nigb^  1  muit 
forbear  to  trouble  your  lordships.     Upon  the  whole,  I  con* 
tend  that  tlio  bill  now  before  ue  is  not  an  eticctual  mea»i 
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of  pacificsHon:  on  the  contrary,  I  regard  it,  as  conCftioing 
within  itself  the  materials  of  dissension  and  civil  commotioti. 
That  it  is  an  inroad  upon  the  Comtitution  as  by  law  csU- 
blisbed,  and  a  violation  of  the  principles  of  that  Constltntlon, 
IS  not  to  be  denied.  It  propo!>e5  to  admit  a  poiverful  and 
active  body  of  foes  into  the  very  ciladel  of  our  Protestant 
faith.  It  is  but  a  sEepping-stone  to  those*  who  are  bent  upon 
scaling  the  wulls  of  otir  Establishment,  and  depriving  us  of 
our  immunities  and  rights. 

Once  more^  my  lords,  I  beg  leave  to  declare,  that  I  im- 
pute no  blame  to  the  Roman  Catholics  for  desiring  that 
consummation  ;  and  I  think  it  i^  but  an  act  of  justice  to  my, 
that  as  far  as  my  personal  acquaintance  ha3  extended  among 
the  higher  orders  of  Roman  Catholics  in  this  country,  I 
have  seen  nothing  which  led  me  to  believe,  that  they  were 
under  the  influence  of  the  more  obnoxious  doctrines  of  their 
church.  The  tew  whom  I  have  known,  I  have  had  reason 
to  value  and  esteem.  One  gentleman  in  my  own  diocese, 
possessing  large  landed  property,  ha,*,  in  a  spirit  of  li)>erality 
(may  I  be  permitted,  without  oftence,  to  say)  worthy  of  a 
purer  faith,  supported  nearly  at  hh  own  expense,  a  national 
school. 

1  must  also,  my  lords,  freely  admit,  that  I  may  be  mistaken, 
k^  to  the  consec|tienccs  which  in  my  conscience  1  believe  tbia 
bill,  if  passed  into  a  law,  wUl  produce.  We  live  in  an  agOj 
which  has  taught  us  by  experience  not  to  speculate  too  con- 
fidently upon  the  results  of  any  great  political  measure.  And 
I  have,  besides,  a  firm  confidence  in  the  continuance  of  that 
providential  care,  whith  has  hitherto  wonderfully  protected 
the  Church  of  these  realms,  iiml  which,  while  shecontinucs  to 
answer  the  great  endsof  herexisteuce,  will  not,  I  am  persuaded, 
be  withd^a^^^  from  her.  But  it  is  our  port  and  duty,  my  birds, 
to  let  according  to  the  dictates  of  human  wisdom;  and  I 
cannot  consent,  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  a  possible  and  con- 
tingent danger,  to  make  a  great  inroad  upon  the  Constitution, 
nor  sacrifice  our  certain  securities  for  the  uncertain  chance 
of  conciliation ;  injuring  ourselves  without  conferring  an 
adequate  benefit  upon  others. 
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T  These,  my  lords,  are  some  of  the  retisom  which  will  induco 
iDe  to  giTe  myTOte  in  the  negative  this  evening;  not,  cei> 
tftiiily,  A  satisfactory  but  a  conscientious  vote — autX  I  wisli 
ih^y  may  be  such,  as  to  turn  your  lordHbips"  »nou3  attcniioa 
to  the  nature  of  ihoso  dangers,  with  which  the  ProtestAiit 
interesi  is  threatened  hy  the  present  bill. 

Majority  agAiDKt  xlic  Bill  48. 


SPEECH 

HIGHT  REV.  LORD  BISHOP  OF  SALISBUHY- 

yn  tlie  Motion  *'  for  a  nccond  rejulin^  of  the  Bill  fnr  ^ving  ibe 
Elective  FrAiichiw?  lo  ihe  Eiighbh  Roman  Catholics,  -  m  ilw 
Houw  of  LordS)  July  9th,  1S2S,  ihe  Higlii  Rc-VL-rctid  Tuomai 
BtiiKtttts,  D.O.  Lohij  DiMLOi-  OF  SALisbirin,  addrcMAcd  their 
abipAin  ilic  foUo^^uig  coiitttituiional  dk-iion* 


My  Lords- — Ou  the  suhject  of  the  biUs,  irow  hcforc  ihfl 
HotisCr  it  Is  my  mi^furtune  to  (lilR.'tr  !^o  widely  IVom  uiy  ^'^^t 
revei^encl  brother  (the  Bishop  of  Korwich]  wh^  epuke  la 
.  Hiu  so  far  tvont  thinking  it  illiberal  and  ijiu^huriUiblc  i 
'  any  further  eucioaoh incuts  of  the  Church  of  Re 
upon  the  Church  of  EnglanJ,  or  to  think  and  j^peak  of  ll 
foreign  church  In  the  language  of  our  own  Chuix:h  articles  au 
liuniilic^,  that  1  cannot  suppress  my  reasons  for  the  vulc  thd 
I  shall  give  this  night  ngaiiii^t  adinJLtiiig  Iloumii  Catholics 
cITice-^  of  trust  aiul  profit,  and  to  the  elective  franchj^^e. 

The  oath  and  declaration,  my  lordb,  which  it  h  tlie  ubje 
of  theve  bills  to  rejieal,  were  intended  to  c&cluile  Roc 
CudioUcs  from  offtccs  of  trust  and  profii,  because  the  prii^] 
ciple^  of  their  church  were  held  to  he  incoiiHlslent  with  tl 
Nifcty  and  tranijutllity  of  the  State.  My  lords,  those  princ 
pics  arc  precisely  the  same  now,  &s  they  were  at  the  enact- 
lueut  of  the  oath  and  declaration;  It  Is  the  boast  of  ihiC 
church  that  tlicy  arc  so,      Persons,  therefore,  profcvui 
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those  principles,  are  as  inadniisfiibb  to  nlHccg  of  tru«t  and 
profit  now,  us  lliey  were  formerly.  They  are  in^idmisGible 
to  those  oifices,  because  they  are  incjtpublc  of  tlie  allegiance 
which  is  due  from  subjects  to  theiv  sovereigUp  My  lords, 
they  are  incapable  of  ihat  nllegiancc,  because  they  are  bouTid 
by  A  contrary  allegiance  to  a  foreign  soveieigo. 

My  Lords. — The  oath  which  one  of  ihese  bills  proposes, 
as  a  security  for  a  Roman  Catholic's  allegtanee^  is  perfectly 
nugatory,  because  it  is  superseded  and  nullified  by  the 
solemn  decUrnlion*  of  true  obedience  to  the  Pope,  which  he 
has  already  made,  or  which  is  implied  in  his  submi!>;sion  to 
the  Pope's  supremacy — that  supremacy,  which  ihey  hold  to 
be  superior  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  realm.  My  lords,  the 
Romish  clergy,  (says  Blackstone  in  his  Chapter  of  Treasons^) 
"  when  they  take  orders,  renounce  their  allegiance  to  their 
tempornl  sovereign,  that  being  inconsistent  with  their  en* 
gngement  of  canonical  obedience  to  the  Pope/'  By  those 
engagements  they  are  bound  to  oppose,  to  execrate,  end,  as 
for  as  in  them  lies,  to  extirpate  every  thing  heretical,  that  is, 
every  thin^  contrary  to  the  religion  of  the  Churcl^  of  Rome. 

This  principle  of  extirpation,  my  lords,  is  net  a  dormant 
and  obsolete  principle.  It  is  at  this  moment  in  Ireland,  in 
full  find  active  operation.  We  have  been  told  very  lately, 
on  the  beat  authority,  that  the  leaders  of  the  sanguinary 
bands  which  infest  that  country,  decbrc  boldly  and  oand idly, 
that  their  object  is  to  drive  the  heretics  out  of  the  countrj, 
and  to  take  their  property ! 

The  most  effectual  way  to  tranqnillize  Ireland,  my  lords, 
ift  not  to  encourage  Popery,  but  to  strengthen  the  hands,  and 
to  mcrejtse  the  influence  of  Protestantism,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  afford  that  protection  to  converted  Priests,  which 
was  granted  to  them  formerly;  which  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  the  exercise  of  their  will,  and  without  which  they  are  in 
danger  of  assassination  in  one  country,  or  of  destitution  in 


r  •  Hie  declatttiioo  made  hj  the  Rmruah  clergy  irt  ibc  UOT€  of  taiing 
onlAr*,  i»  uiTiiiTii«ter«d  in  the  form  af  an  oaiB,  b1  inBtitutifm  To  a  la^nefice, 
tnt  kgihi  at  comet mtion  to  a  bishopric- 
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tbe  other.  It  h  indeed  to  he  hoped  thai  another  session  of 
Padiaiueiit  will  not  be  siiffereil  to  pass  vritJiout  reviving  that 
liutnnno  and  beneficial  act,  wbicli  expired  on  the  24<b  of 
June,  li^UO,  by  which  a  provision  was  made  for  the  sust^nuncc 
of  destitute  tlorgyinen,  who  had  renounced  Ihc  errors  of  thi 
Church  of  Rome,  and  were  conformed  to  tbe  Church 
England, 

I  object  then,  my  lords,  to  tbe  admission  of  Roman  Ca 
tbolics  to  offices  of  trust  and  profit,  because  the  principles  of* 
their  church  are  contrary  to  the  allegiAnce  which  is  due 
from  subjects  to  their  Sovereign^  and  inconsistent  with  the 
tranqullbty  of  the  State,    The  grant  of  the  elective  franchi^e^ 
would  be   attended  with  still   greater   inconsistencies  audj 
tiiiscbjcfs . 

1  need  not  remind  your  lordships  that  I'arliament  is  con- 
vened by  the  writ  of  summons  expressly  for  the  defence  of 
the  kingdom  and  the  Church  :  not  of  tbe  kingdom  only,  but 
of  the  kingdom  and  the  Church,  A  representative  of  ad 
Roman  Catholic  district,  if  true  to  his  constituents,  must,  in-* 
stead  of  defending  the  Church  of  England,  be  the  advocate 
of  measures  most  adverse  to  the  King's  prerogative,  and| 
most  hostile  to  the  Protestant  religion. 

The  elective  franchise,  my  lords,  has  been  very  injunou 
to  the  peace  of  Ireland,  and  productive  of  many  ill  conse- 
<]uences,  especially  by  the  subdivision  of  property  nhich  it 
Jias  led  tOi  It  could  iiot^  indeed,  do  so  much  mischief  At 
present  in  Englajid^  on  account  of  the  comparative  paudty 
of  Roman  Catholics  here-  But  tbe  grant  of  this  impoKant 
privilege  would  add  greatly  to  their  numbers,  activity,  and 
influence.  And,  wbj  should  wc,  in  defiance  of  the  Consti* 
tution,  and  of  experience,  put  the  tranquillity  of  England  I<|] 
such  a  hazard,  and  expose  it,  in  iiny  degree,  to  the  degrading 
and  demoralizing  consequences,  whicb  have  resulted  fron 
this  fatal  boon  in  Ireland?* 


•  Iq  ihft  yfiw  irfta,  Llie  HoinaD  Catholics  of  Ireland  pet;tioii«l  the  TfiJ 
PaTtiAQienl  for  thr  ckclivc  franchise.  prcpo»n^  ivvcnly  pouodi  per  aacmau 
u  Ulv  qualification.    Tk^  ptlitioa  wu  then  lefuatd.    Id  tlie  foUowiiiB 


KI&HT  ltBVERE?(D  LOUD  BISHOP  OF  JALlStiUlCY-  U^ 


My  Lords. — For  Uiese  several  reasons,  i  abftU  give  my 
Tote  sgainsl  botli  the  bills  now  before  the  Hou^e. 

y«nr,  the  pelitian  wa<  gratited;  and  no  higher  (jualiliuiition  rcqufrcd  than 
forty  ihiUin^s  pet  annuiD  :  a  moAi  improvident  utid  pernicious  gmni,  de- 
preFisnii;  llie  I'ratesfiAnt  iiitprt'st  wilfioiit  concilittlin^  Ihe  Utinian  Ctlholica, 
and.liy  the  miiiLli?  lubri  i  vis  ion  of  property ,  product  ivf»  of  political  liiuorder, 
nnd  ruinous  1o  ogricuilural  improvument- 


SPEECH 

OV  TltE 

RIGHT  KEV,  LORO  BlSflOP  OF  PETEKBOROUGH. 

When  Uie  Homaji  Catholic  Cljimi«  wen?  introdnced  by  ilie  Earl  of 
Donoughmo»e,  in  thti  House  of  Lords,  May  iUlh,  1837*  the 
Right  KevEreiiil  HuEtBEiiT  Marsh,  D.D.  Lord  Bisnop  of 
p£TEKBORoiTui[>  flddrcHHC'd  the  HouHe,  in  the  following  arguinen- 
tmtjve,  pefspicuous,  auJ  inity  ProLe^tant  langLiagen 


I 


My  LoRDa, — Thouf^h  hitherto  unaccustomed  to  speak  before 
so  august  an  assembly,  jincl  conscious  of  my  inability  fo  do 
justice  to  8o  momentous  a  subject,  I  yet  presume  to  solicit 
your  indulgence  at  this  early  stage  of  the  debate.  But,  as 
the  game  subject  has  hccn  repeatedly  examined  in  this  UousCj 
1  will  not  attempt  to  follow  the  noble  mover  through  all  the 
various  matter,  which  he  ha^  introdticed,  hut  will  state  briefiy 
and  generally  the  reasons  whtch  induce  me  to  dis&eiit  from 
an  opinion  so  respectably  muiDtained. 

My  lords,  if  the  question  now  before  us  were  »  ques^tion 
of  reUg'tou:t  Ubertr/,  1  should  rejoice  to  co-operate  with  the 
noble  enrl  for  the  attaiiinieat  of  so  desirable  an  end.  Bui 
the  religious  restraints,  nnder  Avhich  the  petitionera  once 
laboured  are  already  removed.  And  we  must  no  longer 
speak  of  pain«  and  pcnaHiex  as  attaching  to  the  religion 
which  they  profess,  when  they  are  empowered  by  the  law  of 
the  land,  to  e):ei-cise  their  religious  worship,  and  to  maintain 
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their  religious  opinions,  wllh  the  same  freedom,  as  the  mem 
bers  of  ihc  Egtablibhcd  Church.     We  are  i>ot,  therefore 
concerned  with  the  question,  whether  we  shall  extend  thdr 
religions  liberty  i  for  of  that  liberty  they  are  alreatly  in  com- 
plete possession.    We  are  concerned  with  the  (pieslion  whi 
ther  we  shah  extend  their  poUiUal  power.    And  surely,  m; 
brds,  we  may  venture  to  oppose  an  eitetision  of  politi 
power  withoi^^ncurringf  either  the  charge  of  intolerance,  oi 
the  charge  of  inhumanity- 

But,  if  we  are  now  concerned  with  a  ;>o/eficff^  question,  why 
(it  may  be  asked)  should  religious  topics  be  introduced  inEo 
it  at  all  ^  Of  what  importance  can  it  he,  in  the  di«:ussion 
of  a  po/*7/ca/ subject,  to  inquire,  whether  the  decree*  of  die 
Council  of  Trent  agree,  or  disagree,  wiiii  the  Thirty-nSae 
articles — whether  the  doctrine  of  tvansubslnntiation  he  true, 
or  false ; — whether  the  invocation  of  saints  be  e^cacious  or 
not  Let  the  errors  of  the  Church  of  Borne  be  acknow- 
ledged; let  Jt  be  granted  abo,  that  its  disciphne  is  such  u 
no  Frotestnnt  can  approve;  and  let  the  Pope  himself  be 
condemned,  as  he  juBtly  deserves,  for  .still  refusing  to  tbe 
laity  tbe  IVee  use  of  the  liiblcp  But  however  erroneous  may 
be  its  doctrine,  or  however  faulty  may  be  its  discipline,  yet 
if  the  tenets  of  th^it  church  do  not  prevent  its  members  from 
being  good  subjects  of  the  State,  why  ahould  they  be 
eluded  from  oOices  in  the  btate?  Such  exclusion  tna.y 
justified  on  the  ground  of  civil  detinqnency-  But  if  no  sudi 
delinquency  can  he  kid  to  their  charge.if  with  ftll  the  errors 
of  their  church,  they  are  able  and  willing  to  serve  the  StaU^H 
why  are  ihcy  inadmissible  to  employment  tn  the  Slate  ^  licH 
»hort,  let  the  question  of  admission  to  civil  employment  be 
referred  to  its  proper  standard — cicil  capacity  and  civii 
worth.  ^\ 

1'  1  have  now  stated^  my  lords,  in  terms  Ihc  most  forcibll^| 
which  I  could  device,  the  argnmenl  which  in  itself  is  the 
most  powerful,  that  was  ever  advanced  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
sent question*  And  if  tlw  argument,  so  stated,  admits  a 
satrs^tory  amwer,  I  trust  your  lordships  will  deem  it  unne* 
cesaary  to  go  into  the  proposed  committee.     1  ;im  read/  tl 
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'to  meet  ihe  question  on  the  ground  most  favourable  to  the 
petitioners :  I  nm  ready  to  assume?  as  a  fiiiidatiiencal  propo- 
i«illoiJ>  that  adniiBsion  to  civil  empluymeiit  should  be  deter- 
Diiued  by  cirti  ca/iaviti/  and  rieU  worth, 

-*'  B«t>  my  lords,  before  wc  attempt  to  judge  by  the  standard 
here  proposed,  we  must  make  ourselves  acquainted  with  that 
t^tumlard.  We  must  examine  all  the  various  qualities,  which 
Gonstinite  civil  capacity  and  civil  worth.  For  among  dioae 
Tarious  qualities,  there  may  be  some,  which  m  themselves 
lire  not  of  a  civil  nature ;  there  may  be  some  even  of  a  reli- 
gious UAttire,  But,  if  the  religion  professed  by  one  man, 
renders  him  a  more  naeful  member  of  the  Stat«,  tliaii  the 
religion  professed  by  anotlierj  surely  the  one  is  belter  quali- 
fied tlian  the  ether,  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  State. 
And  lliough  the  Slate  otj^ht  not  to  puuish  niea  for  n^Ugious 
opinions,  unless  those  opinions  are  injurious  to  the  atale 
itacir,  it  has  an  undoubted  right  to  tru&t  the  management  of 
its  own  affairs^  exclusively  to  liiose,  in  wiiom  it  has  reason 
to  contide.  It  is  still  their  civil  capacity,  their  civil  worth 
which  determines  the  choice  of  the  State,  whatever  be  the 
ingredient  which  enters  into  the  composition  of  cm7  roj^o- 

,  Ct/yand  civil  worth. 

>  =  Let  us  now  apply  cur  standar*!,  my  lords,  to  the  respective 
cases,  of  Churchmen,  of  Protestant  Dissenters,  and  of  nietn- 
bers  of  tlie  Church  oj  Rome.  The  allegiance  of  the  Church- 
man i8E^TIKE:  hi?  acknowledges  the  King  as  supreme  in 
matters  ecclesiastical,  as  well  as  civih  1  he  Protestant  Dis- 
senter acknowledges  only  his  civil  supremacy,  which  is  ' 
EU^knowtedged  also  by  the  tnembers  of  the  Churt^h  of  Home. 
So  far,  therefore,  the  two  latter  stand  on  a  footing  of  equahty. 
Uut  if  (he  civil  allegiance  of  Protestant  Dissenters  receives 
not,  like  that  of  the  Churchman  an  accession  of  strength 
from  ecclesiastical  allegiance,  it  is  not  exposed  to  such  a 
drawback,  as  operates  with  the  tnembers  of  the  Church  of 
Home,  If  a  Protestant  Dissenter  acknowledges,  cither  an 
individual,  or  any  body  of  men,  as  forming  the  spiritual  head 
of  his  own  party,  such  person  or  persons  are  still  the  subjects 
of  bis  eovcreignn     But  if  a  church  is  governed  by  a  foreigner, 


nlig  htts  neither  iltpeEiUence  oa  nor  a  common  intcrcit  vith, 
lite  Kiiig  of  the  ^©uiitrj,  the  civH  allcgiaoco  of  thotir,  wh* 
bcIuEJg  to  tbut  cliurch  cannot  fitiL  to  be  wcA<tH:<l  by  tltcir 
cccltsw^tical  allegiance- 

Vet,  iwy  lords,  not  withstanding  this  anomaly  of  govem- 
naeiil,  iioCwilbstjtn<ling  tbisconfuaionof  lureign  villi  domestic 
allegiance,  we  nic  toUl,  tbeie  JA  no  rearion  to  uppiehend,  ibot 
Uie  titiL*  should  interfere  with  the  other.  We  are  told,  tluit 
the  provinces  of  apirUual  and  of  (emporal  obedience,  ore 
quite  diatinct;  iiiid  therefore,  (lull  obedienoc  tu  the  Pope  in 
ihi»j«  xjtiriCaal  can  never  d^tnicl  from  obedience  Cv  the 
King  in  things  temporalp  But,  where  religion  JOid  politu'jt 
are  so  blended,  as  in  tltiis  councry,  il  is  often  dillUidl  to  de- 
termine wbetUer  the  subject  of  dis^pute  shall  be  regaided  ai 
a  r/r/V,  or  regarded  as  a  rcHgioujf  question.  Xlie  very  cah;, 
which  IS  now  before  us,  is  a.  case  in  point.  Some  view  il  in 
a  civil  light,  others  in  a  religious  light.  And,  if  the  question, 
is  civil  in  itself,  it  is  still  no  connected  with  religion,  that  it 
cflnnot  be  duly  appreciated,  withcut  takin^^  religion  into  the 
account.  It  is  unavoidable,  therefore,  that  doubta  should 
ame;  ivhcther  a  subject  of  dispute  shall  be  considered  a!(  a 
spirititaf,  or  considered  as  a  temporal  concern,  jVnd,  to 
w/iom,  my  lords,  will  the  members  of  the  Chvircli  of  Rome 
apply  in  such  cases  for  n  solution  of  tbelr  doubts?  Why, 
they  will  apply  to  the  self-same  spiritual  power,  which  is  at 
issue  with  the  temporal. 

Under  such  circumstances,  my  lords,  allegiance  to  the 
Pope  mttst  interfere  with  allegiance  to  the  King.  And  when 
it  does  interfere,  when  the  soul  is  threatened  on  the  one  aide, 
the  body  only  on  the  other,  men  will  yield  to  that  authority, 
of  which  they  are  the  most  afraid.  The  power,  which  com* 
mands  the  conscience,  will  command  the  conduct  of  the  man. 
And  this  power,  which  isd^  foreign  power,  the  power  of  4' 
foreign  prince,  is  eo  easily  directed  by  foreign  intrigue  to 
purpottes  subservient  of  our  Uonstitution,  that  they  who 
submit  to  such  a  power,  are  hardly  qualified  to  undertake 
the  guidance  of  our  Constitution- 

J  am  aware,  my  lord^,  that  arguments  tenduig  to  exciusioor 
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are*  in  Ibe  present  age,  condemned  as  narrov  and  iUibera], 
Wbiit  is  called  an  eniighttned  policy  is  represented  as  the 
hest  policy ;  und  whatever  (ears  may  be  entertained  in  theory, 
the  experience  derived  from  the  late  exatuple  cf  France  is 
Etnpposed  to  have  already  sboivn,  that  Roman  Catholics  and 
Protestants  may  be  admitted  ulike  into  the  councils  of  the 
state,  without  danger  to  the  state,  liui,  my  bida,  there  is  8 
material  difference  between  the  admission  of  a  Protestant 
into  the  councils  of  a  nation,  where  tl»e  estiibllshed  rebgion 
IS  that  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  the  admission  of  a  Ro- 
man Catholic  into  the  councils  of  a  nation,  where  the  esta- 
hUshed  i^llgion  Is  that  of  the  Church  of  Etigknd.  Wben  a 
Protestant  is  admitted  into  the  councds  of  France,  the  drav* 
back  of  foreign  allegiance  does  not  exist.  The  Proleatant  so 
admitted  acknowledges  no  other  supremacy  than  that  of  his 
lawful  sovereign;  he  owes  no  other  allegiance  than  alle^- 
ance  to  that  king  into  whose  council/^  he  is  calkd.  ^ot  so 
with  the  Roman  Catholic  when  admitted  into  the  councils  of 
a  Protestant  priuce;  he  owes  allegiance  to  aj'oreign  8Dve<* 
reign^  to  a  sovereign  who  wields  the  powerful  sceptre  of  re- 
ligion, but  whose  religion  is  adverse ;  whose  views,  therefore^ 
must  be  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the  dornvst'tc  mvereign^ 

Let  lis  now  revert,  my  lords,  to  the  standard  by  which  it 
was  proposed  to  try  the  merits  of  the  present  question  ^ 
ily,  thrtt  ofciciicapacilt^  and  civil  worths  If  they,  whose 
iance  is  thus  divided  and  distracted,  can  possess  the 
same  dvil  capacity,  the  same  civil  worth,  as  they  whose 
whole  allegiance  is  given  to  iht^ir  lawful  sovereign,  why  then, 
my  brcis,  let  them  be  admitted  alike  ro  tlie  confidence  of 
their  sovereign  \  let  them  be  admitted  alike  to  the  councils  of 
tlie  nation ;  Jet  tiiem  he  admittej  alike  to  offices  of  trust  and 
pover;  And  let  ns  grunt  at  once,  that  the  ConsLitntioii  may 
be  as  safely  administered  by  the  former  as  administered  by 
the  latter.  But,  my  lords,  if  it  is  impossibie  that  the  same 
civil  capacittf^  the  same  cii:il  worth,  which  attaches  to  those 
whoi^e  stlegiance  is  single  and  entire,  should  attach  also  to 
tho5«  whose  allegiance  is  thus  divided  and  diitracled,  it  fol- 
lows of  necessity,  that  tbey  art^  not  ahke  admissible  to  the 
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tonfidencs  oftiieir  ■orerragn;  Aat  tbey  ftre  nof.  alike  ad- 
whable  to  the  council  of  the  lutioii ;  diat  they  aie  not  alike 
admimble  to  offices  of  tnut  and  power;  and  therefore,  taj 
loida,  that  the  cUiraa  which  are  now  advanced,  ought  not  to 
be  allowed. 

I  do  notmemn  to  aaaert,  mylordB,  that  the  tnembers  of  tbe 
Church  of  Rome  in  this  couittFy  are  not  good  aubjects— I 
apedk  only  by  compmHsom  :-^I  assert  only,  that  they  are  not 
so  good  and  lo  useful  lubjects  of  the  State  as  the  Btembers  of 
the  Establbfamentt  or  as  they  themselves  would  be  if  they 
would  break  the  fetters  which  hind  them  to  a  foreign  prince. 
X  ascribe  to  them  the  highest  respectability;  I  acknowledge 
their  honour  and  their  integrity :  but  that  anomaly  of  goveni- 
m^it,  a  foreign  jurisdiction  id  spiritual  concerns,  distracts 
their  allegiance,  and  makes  them  obedient  to  the  Pope,  when 
they  omgJU  to  be,  and  are  probably  imcUned  to  be^  obedient 
to  their  king. 

After  this  general  view  of  the  Buhject,  my  lords,  it  can 
hardly  be  necessary  to  enter  into  snigle  topics  of  minor  mo- 
ment ;  bat  so  much  stress  has  been  laid  on  domestic  nomi- 
nation, diat  I  cannot  conclude  without  a  few  remarks  on  it. 
Domestic  nomination  is  a  term  well  calculated  to  diminish 
die  impression  made  by  the  apprehension  of  foreign  influ- 
eiwe.  If  a  bishop  iaoominated  or  elected,  at  home  or  in  his 
own  see,  whether  by  aVbapter,  or  by  a  committee  of  neigh- 
bouring bishops,  or  by  ay  other  domestic  body,  such  nomi^ 
nation  or  election  must  undoubtedly  be  ascribed  to  that 
body.  But,  my  lords,  it  is  well  knowni  especiaHy  on  the 
bench  where  1  have  the  honour  to  sitj  that  a  chapter  may 
dect  a  bishop,  without  having  the  choice  of  a  bishop.  Do- 
mestic nominatioD,  therefore,  does  not  of  itself  imply  domes- 
tic choice ;  it  does  not  of  itself  exclude  the  exercise  of  foreign 
hduence;  it  cannot,  therefore,  afford  the  aecority  required. 
But  let  Us  suppose  that  no  foreign  influence,  either  direct  or 
indirect^  operates  before  nomination,  we  shall  have  Utde  rea- 
son to  think  oUTseiTcs  secure  when  we  reflect  on  the  un- 
bounded influrace  which  follows  after  nomination-  We 
dmll  have  tittle  reason  to  conclude  that  a  Romish  bishop  is 
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entitled  to  the  confidence  of  a  Protectant  kingt  when  wc  read 
the  Dath  of  allegiance  wbicb  at  bis  cortsecraiion  he  takes  to 
the  Pope^ 

l^t  mo  intreaC,  then,  your  lordships  to  pause,  before  you 
determine  to  remove  the  guanls  which  the  wiBdom  of  our 
ancestors  have  provided  against  foreign  influence  in  the 
councils  of  this  nation,  and  which,  my  lords,  if  once  de- 
stroyed^ the  wisdom  of  succeeduig  generations  will  in  v&in 
attempt  to  restore. 
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mCHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  ORIELL. 

The  Roman  Cjitliolic  Pelihon  having  heen  presented  by  Mr.  Fox, 
to  the  Hrmae  of  Commons,  May  lllh,  1805,  the  Uiglil  Honour- 
ohle  Lono  OniPi.T,,  (then  Mft.  FngTER,)  lafe  Speaker  of  the  IrtiflK 
Ilousf  of  Corrnions,  and  a  resident  Nableman  in  Ircl^d,  de- 
livered the  following  splendicl^  clor^uent,  argutnciUarlve.  and  truly 
Protestont  oration. 


Srft. — I  feel  myself  bound,  by  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject, as  well  JIB  by  the  part  I  took  in  another  place  (Irish 
House  of  CDintnons)  upon  a  former  occasion,  to  claim  the 
indulgence  of  the  Mouse  for  the  few  minutes  during  nhicb  I 
shall  cull  upon  its  attention.  From  the  m:tQDer  in  which  the 
honourable  member  near  me  (Mr.  Lee)  has  gone  tbrotigb  the 
whole  detail  of  the  penal  lavs  against  Papists  in  Ireland,  Ifear 
the  House  may  be  led  to  iuiagine,  that  they  aie  still  in  force; 
the  tact  is  otherwise,  and  1  will  tell  geDhleiueu  the  real  Kitua- 
tion  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  at  this  day-  They 
are  as  free  as  the  Protestants^  in  the  acquisition,  in  the  enjoy*- 
inent,  and  in  the  disposal  of  property  of  every  species ;  they 
GUI  purchase  lauds,  settle  their  estates,  and  enjoy  all  the 
prolits  of  commercial  Industry  c<|ually  with  him;  theypo^- 


•f  dvO  liberty  »  fully  us  any  other 


r^  b  the  object  or  iheir  petition?  Political 
'  onlf :  ihti  is  all  tliat  remaim  for  ^ou  to  giv<.%  or  for 
th&m  to  JtfMiwT ;  and  every  gentleman  who  has  supported 
dlt  fTlitiiM  ackt>owlcctge£  it.  I  am  glad  to  see  the  ftuhjcct 
ilovbmigbL  to  the  true  point.  The  grant  of  political  poTcr 
fe  tfae  itTovcd  object  for  u»  to  discuss ;  of  every  thing  else 
ifaqr  are  in  complete  possession.  Political  power  i*  then  the 
Kile  demand,  and  what  arc  the  ii^ducements  held  out  to  m 
for  graotirg  it?  The  gentlemen  tell  you  \t  will  conciliate 
Iidand;  that  it  will  incorporate  four-fifths  of  the  peo)>le 
tWrr,  and  one-Sf^h  of  all  your  population,  at  Utis  penlou« 
mmaemi  that,  by  not  granting  this  petition,  }ou  deprire 
J— imlu  ii  of  one-fifth  of  your  national  vigour,  and  of  yoor 
ptyaieal  strength.  Such  are  the  arguments  of  the  honour^ 
■UcM»v^(Mr.  FoT,)and  of  the  other  honourable  gemlc 
■an  ^Mr.  Grattan,}  who  spoke  yesterday  on  the  same  side; 
tmi  that  (bur-fifiiis  of  the  Irish  nation  <\re  thus  rendered  of 
n»«t  to  the  empire.  But,  Sir,  how  do  tlicir  argumenU 
anyyodtC  tbem!  They  forget,  thnt,  nlmost  in  tbo  sjime  breath, 
«)feaa  the;  wish  to  prove  the  safety  of  the  measure,  they  lell 
y«tt  md  U^  you  truly,  how  much  the  empire  i^  indebted  to 
tW  Iriah;  that  die  IrUh  composed  a  great  and  illustrious 
I  cf  tbai  gallant  army  which  conquered  Egypt ;  that  they 
'  a  Itfge  proportion  of  the  British  fleet  with  sailon; 
[  llhtf  to  their  coxira;rc  and  to  their  ardour,  Lord  Kclson 
;  iacMkCed  for  the  glorious  victory  of  the  Kile.  They  tell 
MtttnOt  that  half  >'Our  armies  in  every  war,  half  the  niilitiaf 
^J  A  lu^  porttoa  of  tlie  In&h  yeomanry,  which  orer- 
;  the  lite  rebellion,  and  saved  Ireland  to  the  empire, 
,  Catholics  of  Ireland.  I  agree  with  them  in  die 
,  a»  the  honour  of  my  countrymen:  and  what  follows  f 
,  m  have  now,  of  their  o^n  showing,  (he  fnll  physical 
^  ftJI  aatjomd  vigour,  which  they  inconsistently  bid 
*  tUt  uBDeccsnry  meaiture:  and  I  will  add  mor^ 
L  waxtt  increase,  if  the  navy  recguircrs  oddi- 
iMia|ttiewiU  not  add  one  argument  to  the 
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recruit;  and  Irishmen  wiU  come  forward  with  tho  same 
ardour,  and  with  die  same  alacrity,  which  have  distinguished 
tlie  characler  of  their  coinitry  Tor  its  love  of  military  glory, 
ivhelher  you  graut  the  petition  or  not* 

But,  Sir,  if  conciliation  is  to  follow,  we  ought  to  know 
Khom  we  are  hid  to  conciliate  :  is  it  the  lower  and  miilJling 
ranks  of  the  Uomftn  Catholic  people  ?  I  will  assert,  in  pre- 
sence of  mnny  gentlemen  from  Ireland^  who  can  contradict 
me  if  I  am  wrong,  that  the  mass  of  that  people  there  do  not 
know  what  tbiii  claim  means.  Ask  them  what  Koman  Catho- 
lic Emancipation  is,  and  so  totally  ignorant  are  they  about  it, 
that  some  say  it  is  an  exemption  from  tithes;  others,  it  is  to 
lower  rents  ;  others,  that  it  will  save  taxes !  In  short.  Sir, 
all  who  have  heard  of  it  (for  many  neither  know  nor  care 
about  it)  will  give  you  their  own  conjectures  of  whatever 
claim,  debt,  or  demand,  public  or  private,  they  wish  to  be  freed 
from :  scarce  any  believe  it  to  be  what  it  really  is,  &  struggle 
for  a  few  offices  of  political  inSuence,  or  seats  in  Parliament, 
which  the  lower  rank^  camtot  enjoy,  and  feel  no  interest  iOi 
These  lower  ranks  do  not,  and  cannot  urge  what  they  nei- 
ther want  nor  comprehend.  It  is  not,  therefore,  they  who 
call  for  this  measure. 

And  now,  Sir,  let  us  sec  how  the  argument  stands  as  to 
the  superior  orders  of  the  Roman  Cathohcs.  Do  the  gen- 
tkuien  tell  you  the  meusiire  is  necessary  to  secure  their  loy- 
alty, or  to  procure  their  strength  in  this  hour  of  peril?  They 
pay  them  a  bad  comphment  indeed  if  they  represent  this 
boon,  or  any  boon,  asnecessary  tomakeor  keep  themloya] — 
a  complim<!nE  which  I  ^hnukl  lie  UKhamed  to  otVer,  and  which 
I  cannot  concur  in  with  truth;  for  I  know  personally  many 
of  those  gentlemen  who  have  signed  this  petition,  and  I 
think  I  can  answer  for  them,  that  they  spnrn  such  an  idea. 
Those  of  them  whom  I  have  either  the  honour  or  pleasure 
of  being  able  to  speak  of  from  personal  acquaintance,  are  as 
loyal  men,  as  good  subjects,  and  have  acted  with  as  much 
Steal  and  energy  to  uphold  the  state  against  the  invader,  as 
any  individuals  in  the  kingdom.  I  will  not,  then,  believe  that 
the  upper  orders  of  the  Ron^an  Cathohcs  qualify  their  at- 
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tachment  to  die  eiB|Hra  bj  ratdng  it  on  dainu  to  be  con* 
ceded,  or  tttpQlatiom  to  be  bargunvd  (m  i  but  if  I  eoxHA  be- 
lieve it,  it  would  form  witb  hM  an  tiunniioiintaUe  bar  to 
giving  them  that  political  power  wbidi  is  tbe  acknowledged 
direct  of  their  petition,  and  it  ought  to  decide  ua  all  unaui- 
ttomly  and  inatantly  to  reject  a  demand  so  made.  Thia  a^ 
gtment  of  conciUalionr  therefore,  ao  far  aa  respects  the  loy- 
alty or  acceMioB  of  tbe  tower  orders  to  the  nati^ud  atrength, 
k  confuted  by  the  facts  which  tbe  gentlemen  w^  offer  it 
have  themselTei  uiyed  7  and  the  upper  orders  cftnnot  admit 
it  without  acknowledging  a  quahfied  and  temporising  loy&hy 
only,  which  th^r  conduct  disaTows- 

But,  Sir,  to  proceed  with  this  fhvourite  argument  of  con^ 
oiHationj  and  it  is  almost  tbe  only  one  offered.  If  it  is  still 
urged  that  this  measure  will  give  content,  and  that  the  Bo< 
nan  CatboKcs .  will  rest  satisfied,  you  are  totally  mistaken. 
Let  us  judge  of  their  future  by  looking  at  thoir  past  conduct 
In  1778  the  Irish  Parhament  remoTed'some  of  tbe  then  ex* 
isdng  restraints :  content  was  to  be  the  oonsequeDbe ;  but 
diey  were  not  satifiBed.  In  1782  greater  indii^nce  was 
granted;  in  1792  they  petitioned  forfnrtherfavours;  andin 
1793  much  more  was  given  to  them  than  CTeti  they  asked. 
I  did  not  agree  in  that  gift;  I  did  not  think  that  pohticil 
wisdom  justified  our  going  so  far:  but  a  Gontn»y  ofniuoii 
prevailed,  and  the  measure  was  carried.  I  feared  At  tbe 
time  that  it  would  lead  to  new  and  further  inadnisaible  de- 
mands, and  that  fear  was  too  well  founded,  fortwo  years  did 
not  elapse  until,  in  1795,  they  again  came  forward  vttfa  tbe 
same  object  as  they  do  now ;  and  do  you  think  that  if  you 
now  acquiesce  they  will  rest  here?  I  am  sorry  to' say  the 
nature  of  man  will  not  allow  ua  to  indidge  such  a  hope, 
while  his  pursuit  is  power.  No— they  will  not  stop  4n  this 
concession.  We  all  know  they  look  with  jealousy  to  tjtbet 
being  paid  to  the  Protestant  to  uphold  his  Church.  Hub 
interested  feelings  of  their  cleigy,  whose  influence  over  the 
nunds  of  their  flocks  is  peculiarly  powerful  in  the  Ronum 
Catholic  worship,  will  urge  them  to  c<Hitinual  exertioa  far 
tbe  restoration  ct  those  tithes-     Possessed  of  thcin  tb^' 
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would  not  rest;  equaJity  in  religion  vould  not  satisfy  :  they 
would  look  to  the  veight  of  numbers,  ^hich  th^lr  advocates 
»o  often  dwell  oii|  that  the  religion  of  the  greater  number 
ought  to  be  the  religion  of  the  State-  in  short,  they  would 
look  in  the  end  to  raise  the  Roman  CathoUc  Church  in  Ire- 
land on  the  ruins  of  the  Protestant,  Such  will  be  the  natu* 
ral  result  of  giving  ihtm  political  power;  and  they  will  here- 
after kuj^h  at  our  folly,  if  wc  make  the  conceaaioo. 

Power  is,  Sir,  and  has  been,  bo  prevalent  in  their  vjews^ 
that  they  connect  it  in  every  attempt  with  every  other  object. 
Iteform  and  Emancipation  have  gone  together  in  the  whole 
of  their  progress-  These  two  watch-words  of  discontent 
were  conpled  together  in  all  their  proceedings,  uutU  the 
Union  accomplished  one  of  them;  the  reform,  which  other- 
wise they  might  have  puri^ued  for  iiges  wirhout  efiect.  I 
know  thai  1  now  tread  on  very  delicate  ground^  but  1  tru^t 
to  the  hberaUty  of  the  House,  that  if  I  use  any  utiguarded 
expression,  they  will  correct  it,  and  Mow  me  to  ex^ilairj. 

Suppose  then,  Sir,  for  a  momeot,  that  they  acquire  a 
power  of  sitting  in  Parliament  by  the  vote  of  thij4  night;  is  it 
a  strange  conjecture  that  they  wottld  soon  feel  that  their 
tiunibe^  if  it  were  fifty  or  sixty,  gr  even  the  whole 
\d,  would  be  of  httle  avail  among  six  hundred  and 
Ofly-eight;  ttiat  the  Union  Imd  ace ouiplis lied  the  reform 
they  wished  for  by  the  destruction  of  borouglis;  and  that 
tiro  hundred  seats,  all  belonging  to  Protestants,  (for  Pro- 
testants only  received  the  compensation,)  have  been  anni* 
hiUted?  Pot^sessed  then.  Sir,  of  this  retbrni,  and  of  their 
power  of  sitling,  it  might  be  natuml  for  them  to  look  to  a 
restoration  of  the  Irbh  legislature,  i^hey  would  see  the 
barriors,  which  the  wiBdom  of  ages  had  erected  against  their 
having  political  power,  broken  down  by  this  night's  decision : 
theif  exertions  would  rise  in  proportion  to  their  hopes  of 
success;  and  it  would  ref|nire  only  a  revival  of  the  Irish  I'ar- 
liamont  to  give  them  the  consequence  and  superiority  they 
long  for.  The  honourable  mover's  (Mr.  Fo:t)  doctrine,  that 
scats  in  Parliament  are  their  right,  qualified  hy  him,  I  ac- 
ktwwledge,  with  the  exception  oimlut  poputi  supr^ma  te^e. 
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'vould  not  weaken  the  endeaTOiira  of  their  prospecU*  Tbej 
votild  consider  it  a  right  emting,  but  Withheld  from  them, 
St  the  time  the  Union  was  discussed ;  and  upon  it  they  would 
endeavour  at  a  dissolution  of  that  Dtewnre.  T^ey  toomid  caU 
for  three  hundred  memherg  to  rewmme  their  Jtmeiioms  m  m 
Irish  Pariiatnent ;  and  the  two  hundred  seats  added  in  tie 
room  t^the  one  hundred  Protestant  boroughs  fokich  tte  hmte 
demolished^  would  all  be  filled  by  popular  elections,  whm 
members,  iuwhich  their  strength  consists,  itould  decide.  What 
vould  not  a  majority  so  constituted  look  to  ?  They  would 
see  tbeir^own  aggrandizement,  the  maintenance  and  dignity 
of  their  clergy,  and  the  consequent  superiority  of  thetr 
church,  all  within  their  view,  I  will  look  no  jurtfaer.  Sir, 
into  so  tremendous  a  prospect.  This  result  may  be  alow,  and 
{  firmly  believe'the  day  of  ita  accomplishment  would  be  lis- 
tant ;  but  is  it  the  less  to  be  guarded  against  ?  To  me  the 
i-easoning  seems  so  strong,  that  I  cannot  abut  tny  senses  to 
it,  nor  to  all  the  miachie&  which  must  attend  the  attempt, 
and  the  miseries  which  must  foDow  it.  The  seeds  qf  sepo- 
ration  would  be  sown,  and  Ireland  might  be  torn  Jrom  her 
connexion  Ufith  Britain ,-  without  which  she  w,  €$nd  must  b€j 
incapable  of  enjoying  wealth,  tranquilly,  happmess,  or  ami 
iff  the  blessings  of  human  Ufe. 

.  But,  Sir,  when  you  talk  of  conciliating  Ireland,  you  hare 
forgotten  to  tell  us  where  the  discontent  is.  I  know  the 
country  wellj  and  I  do  not  see  it  anywhere.  If  any  gentle- 
man  has  seen  it,  (and  there  are  Irish  representatives  present 
from  all  parts,)  I  wish  he  would  get  up  and  state  it.  No — 
Ireland  is  content  if  you  will  not  agitate  her  with  ill-timed 
discussions;  and  I  will  venture  to  say  that  the  rejection  of 
this  demand  to-night  will  not  cause  a  discontented  thought, 
except  in  those  very. few  whose  ambition  baa  been  buoyed 
up  by  the  vain  and  selfish  hopes  of  power  and  personal  in- 
fluence. 

Further,  Sir,  if  by  conciliation  is  meant  the  giving  sadsfac- 
tion,  why  look  you  to  the  Roman  Cathc^iea  only,  and  forget 
that  there  are  two  millions  of  Protestantsf  W£Q  they  be  s«- 
^sfied  by  your  breaking  down  the  barriers  which  secure 
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their  protection^  Remember  that  you  have  settled  m  in  IrC' 
iand  under  ihejaiih  of  Unit  protection;  that  on  that  faith  we 
claim  at  oar  iitfieritanct  all  (he  bleKHingtt  oftfmt  glorious  Con' 
Stitution  which  otn-  unrcsiors  and  r/onrA-  hai^ejhught  and  bled 
Jor-^the  UanQVer  Succession^  Tim  illustrious  House  Of 
Brunswick  on  the  throne,  a  Protestant  King,  xvith  PrO' 
testant  Coutiseitt/rs,  Protestaut  Lord/f,  nnd  2'rotrjiufd  Com' 
mon^  This  is  what  I  call  Puoiksta^t  A5Cenda»cv  sh  fht 
true  sense  qf  the  p/trase,  ami  whiie  /  ran  utter  fng  voice  in 
this  liotise^  1  wUl  ever  detnand  it  for  my  counlrt/, 
,  if  then,  Sir,  by  grauiin^^  tliid  petition  you  euiUnger,  or 
cvenalarni,  the  Prolcr^lnnt,  (lis^iiiisfuclion,  an<l  not  satiafac* 
tioii,  must  be  the  result  of  ihe  nicasuvcs  dnd  among  vhomt 
Among  tbose  who  arc.  aad  ever  have  been,  loyd  to  Church 
and  StAt^j  and  wh()  swear  allcginnce  to  both;  which  those 
wliom  jou  are  desired  lo  admit  as  legislators  decUne-  I 
miglit  icst  here,  Sir.  having  shown  you  the  futility  of  ilie 
only  aigrutiient  ibey  dwell  on,  but  I  will  go  further;  and 
when  you  are  called  on  to  give  them  political  power,  you  are 
not  lo  consider  Ireland  only ;  ^ou  ma»t  look  to  the  situation 
of  l*!ng]an{l,  where  tbe  Koman  Catholics  do  not  enjoy  the 
same  privileges  u&  their  brethren  in  Ireland  do.  Ai^e  they 
less  meritorious  ?  Certainly  not ;  and  before  you  give  further 
privileges  to  the  Irish,  you  inuat  put  them  on  the  etaine  foot* 
ing,  and  confer  on  tho^e  in  Britain  the  right  cf  \o ting  for 
HKinbers,  and  M  the  other  favours  contained  in  the  act  of 
1793*  You  must,  in  the  next  place,  if  you  accede  to  thi£ 
petition  for  the  Irish,  ii^ake  tho  li^tigltsh  Koman  Cathohct 
ailtuiAFiti>]e  alno  into  the  highest  oHice^,  uod  lo  a  se^t  in  Par- 
liament: and  then  the  Koinan  Catholics  of  England,  Irc^ 
land,  and  Scotland  may  sit  indtsciiininately  for  every  p]ac« 
throughout  the  whole  empirej  into  which  ihcy  can  find  ac- 
ceaa  by  any  means  thi^y  may  think  moat  likely  to  obtain  for 
them  tlie  fEivourable  opinion  ol'the  electors- 

Will  you  not  pause  a  little  b^jrc,  Sir,  and  reflect  before 
you  proceed  ?  Ketlect  that  you  have  a  Frolestant  Church, 
aiu)  liDw  tt  would  tremblt;  uniicr  such  a  chunge;  titut  nien 
^who  profess  the  Koman  Catholic  faitb^  mi  acknowledge  a 
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foreigu  potentate  Co  have  apiritual  aulliarity  wkhin  Uie  realm, 
ciitinot  be  entrusted  witlt  frumin^  Iftvra  for  tbo  rrotrstant 
UTvh,  urd  tlie  protection  of  lliif  ProtefitaiiL  KautblUhnKlK- 
uhal  foLimUtion  does  tlmt  Church  stand?  I«  it  iiol  on 
your  lawa  1  Oo  not  it&  ritej^r  >^s  worship,  its  pos&ei^iom^  its 
hierarchy,  ita  pre'eiiiiDencei  all  depend  upon  the  lauK  of  iho 
rttidtii?  AikL  are  you  i-eady  to  Hll  your  legislative  a»»cniblie£ 
with  Uomfin  CathoUcs,  with  persons  atlucUc:d  cinci  bound  10 
another  cbui'cb?  Do  you  forget  the  nccc^s^iry  atljance  be- 
tween Church  mid  i^tate,  that  It'  you  endanger  the  oj>e  you 
destroy  the  foundation  of  the  other  t  Andean  you  be  so 
tnTatu^ited  as  lo  entertuin  for  a  moment  the  ideu  of  calling oB 
Roman  Catholic  nieuibers  to  make  the  lairs  on  which  botli 
Church  and  State  depend ;  and  on  Roman  Catholic  counsel- 
iora  loesecute  them?  t  will  give  the  Roman  Catholics  extaj 
merit  wbicli  men  csin  claim,  and  still  the  feelings  which  an 
inddent  to  human  nature  must  debar  thetii  from  lieing  able 
to  make  such  laws  as  those  who  profess  the  KfitablUlied  reli- 
gion of  ibis  country  are  bound  to  do. 

<'  Butf  Sir,a  curious  argument  has  been  urged  by  erory  gen- 
tleman on  the  opposite  side  who  has  spoken,  that  what  the 
petitioners  dealre  is  little  for  us  to  give,  and  much  for  (hem 
to  receive.  I  say  the  reverse  is  tlie  true  statement.  Hiey 
have  htde  indeed  lo  receive,  compared  with  the  much  that 
we  aie  called  upon  to  give.  They  are  to  receive  accvs*  to 
a  few  oflicial  situations  in  the  State,  and  a  power  of  &itiinj[  tii 
Parliament.  We  are  to  give  up  that  on  which  the  vital  li- 
berties of  our  country  rest,  thiit  which  gives  energy  to  our 
armieSf  and  superiority  to  our  narieE;  that  which  supports 
UE  whole  and  unimpaired  amidst  the  crash  of  surrounding 
nations,  and  maintains  us  in  the  proud  pre-eminence  wbM-h 
so  happily  and  honourably  distinguishes  the  Dritish  name, — 

THE  aLOttlOUSCONSTlTlTTlON    OF   OUR    COUNTRY.      Little  for 

m  to  give — do  you  say?  Cail  jou  the  surrender  of  llie 
Bill  of  Rights  Utile  ?— a  demolition  of  our  Church  Establish- 
ment, little  f— the  ProtesUnt  Succession,  little  t  \\' hat  more 
have  you  to  give,  or  what  will  remain  to  you  irorth  preseniugi 
when  you  have  given  it  7 
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Sir,  the  honourable  gentlemuu  (Fox),  telU  you  there  i^  uo 
J^nger  in  a  state  having  its  couiiEit;llurs  or  ailiii;ttcr!i  uf  u 
diOV-reiit  religion,  tLtid  Ite  histance?^  Sitll^  und  Nccksr,  in 
France;  but  they  were  Protestants,  mid  tliey  did  not  lie* 
kitowJedge  the  authority  uf  a  foreigu  power  within  the 
realm,  which  a  Roiimn  Cutholic  does;  nor  had  they  the 
Urg^r  porliou  in  the  coiuinunity  of  their  own  pcrBUasion,  to 
support  them  in  any  innovations  which  their  religious  tenets 
might  ur^e  them  to  attempt,  A  Popish  state  may  ;jafe1y 
Irudt  A  Protestant  ut  (he  Jielm,  for  he  acknowledges  its  su* 
preinacy;  but  the  Protestant  nation  caimot,  with  the  same 
9«N:Lmty,  trust  a  Roman  Catholic,  who  denies  it.  The  saJne 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox),  has  adduced  Yeiiice  as  an 
instance,  where  both  religions  equally  managed  the  ai&te. 
Surely  hecannot  be  senou£>iii  olfertDgnssucfaamodch  Does 
lie  (|iiote  her  as  an  example  ?  Venice,  where  is  «he  now  7 
No  longer  a  nation,  but  sunk  and  ]<jst  lo  the  world,  alWr  all 
her  pride  for  centuries;  and  her  fall,  perhaps^  accelerated 
by  that  very  uiii:lure  of  rtligiLiuB  power  which  he  recom- 
mends! (Some  member  smiling,  Mr<  Foster  continued.) — 
I  gee  the  gentlcnmn  is  not  serious,  but  if  he  can  laugh  so 
carelessly  when  the  happiness  of  a  country  is  at  stake,  I 
would  advise  him  to  spend  a  few  months  in  Ireland:  he 
WQuld  then  Icamwhat  the  fecliug?^  of  the  honest  and  the 
loyal  Proieslnnt  are,  on  seeing  his  rights  made  a  matter  of 
doubt;  and  he  would  probably  abstain  from  sporting  with 
liiiG  happir^eas  and  tranquillity^  by  such  impolitic  and  un- 
provokid  discussions. 

1  shall  conclude,  Sir,  by  reminding  the  House  of  an  old 
maxim,  Prmcipiis  obsta.  Ii  is  a  wise  one,  and  bids  you  op- 
po^  this  fiifit  altenipt  to  break  down  the  barriers  which  are 
drawn  round  the  Constitution*  A  strong  opinion  has  been 
firmly  expressed  by  a  great  and  decided  number  in  another 
place  (House  of  Lorrls)  against  this  petition;  and  let  us 
toO|  with  e(]Ual  manliness  and  wisdom,  declare  our  determi* 
nHtJon  this  night,  by  such  a  clear  and  conclusive  majority  as 
sball  put  the  matter  to  rest,  and  discourage  all  future  at- 
tempts to  disturb  the  public  repo5Ci  and  endanger  the  na- 
tional security.  k  2 
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niOMT  HONOIBABIE  LORD  VISCOUNTT  LORTON. 


In  ilie  Houfip  oTLord*,  FtbTuary  23J,  1827,  the  Right  Honocrali 

Jjiynxt  VtficousT  Lobton*  c:  resident  Nobleman  in  IrelaTnl.  atldrcsie 

tlTeir  LonlsbipB  m  ihe  following  energefir  and  doqtient  bii^ 

I  'on  pr«fniin^«f!veral  petitions  against  the  Romnn  Carbolic  Clftinu, 

from  ihp  t'rtXcsiantinhabiliinlioJ'rhe  Councy  ofSligts — frma  ilio 

h ;  nL9hop»  nnd  Clergy  uf  thtr  dioce»cs  of  Killalk  and  of  Clogbc-r, — 

•  bUo  Troin  tbe  ProtvHtJtnu,  nnd  ib«  PTeily(ei:iAn  InhftUiuuu  of^ 

|()ut]rict  in  Uic  County  of  Monagban. 


My  Lords, — In  rising  to  rec^tiest  permission  to  lay  upoi 
your  Jordahips'  table  a  petition  from  tlie  PiotcgtanU  of  thi 
county  of  Sligo^  1  shall  beg  leave  to  eay  a  few  wordi  up 
the  subject  mallei"  it  contains,     in  the  first  place,  I  must  p: 
miee  by  obsevvtn^,  tbat  it  has  the  signatures  of  nearly,  or 
entirely  ibe  whole  body  of  tlic  resident  gentlemen,  ami  in  the 
strongest  but  most  respectful  Iztnguagef  pmyn  tbat  no  farther 
concessions  may  be  granted  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  In 
JnmK 

M'ith  my  countrymen,  my  lorcts,  I  most  decidedly  concur 
but,  at  the  same  time,  feel  it  necessary  to  stand  fonrard  ss 
an  advocate  of  emancipation,  though  not  exactly  for  the  de- 
scription of  persons  who  have  been  for  so  many  years  urging 
claims  hostile  to  the  Constitution,  in  no  very  ijiialiQed  lerim- 
No,  my  lordfl,  those  for  whom  I  would  claim  tbi»  boon,  are 
(he  Protestants  of  Ireland,  who,  1  do  noi  hesitate  to  affiris^. 
are  at  this  moment  the  most  oppressed  portion  of  the  B 
ish  subjects;  ii  fact,  they  are  a  proscribed  people;  and  i 
very  strong  measures  are  not  adopted  for  their  relief  ai 
security,  all  that  are  capnUe  must  leave  the  country,  and 
may  expect  to  hear  that  the  remainder  have  beeaanmhilal 
in  oneway  or  another. 


er 

1 


srcecji  OF  the  right  Hon.  lord  lorton. 


245 


t 


f.  It  may  be  unitecfiHsary  forme  to  inform  your  lordships,  that 
a  Roman  Catholic  Parliament  has  been  permitted  to  sit  in 
OiibliDj  from  neirly  the  time  of  the  paEstrg  of  an  act  of  thu 
Hou<ie  to  put  down  the  late  Roman  Catholic  Association, 
and  that  it  in  of  a  most  dangerous  nature,  inastnuch  as  it 
combines  ihc  entire  mass,  from  the  highest  to  the  Jowest- 
At  first,  the  higher  orders  seemed  to  keep  aloof,  but  no 
sooner  did  the  founders  of  this  tremendous  engine  contrive 
Coerli&t  under  their  banners  the  clergy^  than  alt  ranks,  from 

,  the  highest  peer  downit'fxrdhi,  were  put  into  requisitionj  and 
hare  exhibited  as  much  zeal  in  the  cause  a^  tlie  most  furious 
demagogue  in  the  land.  Snch  is  their  infatuation,  and  such 
is  the  very  extraordinary  power  and  control  that  the  Pope 
possesses  over  the  hearts  and  understandings  of  those  who 
belong  to  his  Church. 

Having  said  thus  much  of  the  Dublin  conremioE),  1  must 

.further  bring  to  your  lordships*  observation,  that  the  most 
hitler  denunciations  are  constantly  utlereil  at  its  meetings, 
against  every  thing  that  is  I'rotestantr  hotli  as  to  the  institu- 
tions of  the  coimtry,  as  well  as  against  individuals;  who  in 
the  most  cowardly  manner,  arc  held  up  to  the  di^testalion  of 
the  Komish  peasantry,  by  the  propngatioa  of  every  species 
of  malignant  falsehood,  and  thus  marked  as  iit  subjects  for 
assassination,  whenever  an  opportunity  may  occur.  The 
philippics  of  Messrs.  O'Conneli  and  Shiel  are  no  doubt  fami- 
liar Co  most  of  your  lordships,    hut  more   particularly  the 

t  bftsc  and  dastardly  observations  of  the  latter  person,  when 
our  late  illustrious  and  lamented  Commander-in-Chief  was 
lying  in  hb  dealh^bed.  It  is  diJhcult  to  think  or  speak  with 
patience  upon  the  subject.  The  speeches  of  these  people 
have  excited  the  country  to  such  a  degree,  that  the  general 
opinion  is — that  a  rebellion  must  take  place,  Should  such 
a  calamity  befal  tlie  land,  1  trust,  my  lords,  the  strongest 
measures  will  at  once  be  taken  to  prevent  any  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Association  from  leaving  Ireland,  lor  no  doubt  they 
will  be  the  first  to  endeavour  to  make  their  escape  from  the 
nitchief  they  have  occa^oned;  but,  my  lords,  they  should 
be  forced  to  Ught  it  out,  and  not  be  permitted  to  leave  their 
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poor  deluded  victims  Co  the  jun  vengeance  of  the  govern- 
ment. Sonic  of  tTieae  bitter  enemies  to  the  British  Protest- 
ant Constitution  hnve,  in  the  most  exitUing  tnanner,  pcintcd 
out,  that  the  itivAsion  of  Iielund  by  a  fon^tgn  foe  would  now 
be  an  easy  matter,  in  consequence  of  the  perfection  that  the 
DAvigfttioQ  by  steam  has  been  brought  to. 

But  here,  my  lords,  they  have  sbown  their  ignora: 
in  nearly  as  alrong  a  tnarner  os  theiv  malignity ;  for  never 
there  a  discovery  made  thst  so  completely  secures  ircland 
from  being  taken  by  surprize  by  a  ho&tUc  pou'er — iDasniuch 
AM  hundreds  of  thousands  of  gaJlant  British  soldiers  coiJd  be  ' 
landed,  and  set  in  motion  against  the  enemy,  in  the  course  of 
Jirom  ten  to  twenty  hours.  And  it  should  nUo  be  told  these 
threatening  boasterSj  that  one  Bntish  Company  posxesjtca 
more  steam -v  ess  el :« than  all  Europe  besidei*. 

These  demagogues  have  been  playing  a  game  of  brag  at 
their  convention,  and,  1  lament  to  say,  have  aa  yet  carried  all 
before  them ;  but>  my  lords,  if  they  were  met  with  vigour  an^H 
decisioUj  they  wotjid  retreat  into  their  lurking  placcSp  as  jilF^' 
bullies  do  upon  such  occasioiih,  and  then  our  poor,  deluded 
peasantry,  would  not  be  led   astray  by  the  abomiimblc  '^^^H^f 
hoods  that  ere  uttered  in  their  mock  parliamcDt,  and  sprea^^ 
about  the  country  thvough  the  medium  of  newspapers^  sup- 
ported by  the  tax  which  Is  levied  on  the  people  \  who,  fi 
their  childhood,  are  taught  to  tletest  e\cry  thin^   EngU 
Ami  your  lordships  may  depend  upon  it,  that   Frotesta 
Orangemen,  and  Englishmen,  are  syncnymous  terms,  and 
tn  the  least  qualified  by  any  vote  that  any  member  of  parh 
*  ment  may  gis-ei  for  all,  in  their  estimation,  are  equidly  ficrcii 
"Oar  poor  fellows  certainly  have  a  cau^»  and  a  most  powerful 
one,  if  they  did  hut  know  it,  for  hating  England.    For,  my     I 
lords,  it  was  this  country  that  introduced  the  dominion  of  the 
rPope  into  Ireland,  as  from  the  most  authentic  documents  it 
has  been  ascertained,  that  Chri&Eianity,  in  its  purc»t  foni]»     | 
prevailed  in  that  island  nt  the  time  of  its  invasion  and  subju^^ 
gation  by  the  English;  who  immediately  set  about  the  cd^H 
version  of  its  inhabitanuto  Popery,  and  in  the  course  of  lim^^ 
m>  effectually  prevailed,  as  to  spread  its  baneful  tiUiuciu 
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throughout  the  Uiul,  from  which  It  never  has  shicc  recovered. 
Nothing,  indeed,  my  lords,  can  recover  Ireland  from  her 
snd  condition,  but  the  same  power  xrhich,  uinler  the  bleaaing 
of  the  Almighty,  has  raised  England  to  tliCthigli  suitton  she 
holds  among  the  nations  of  the  world— I  mean  the  Jt^f'orma- 
tioTtf  which  can  only  he  ejected  by  a  scriptural  education, 
and  whicli  in  many  pArts  of  Ireland  n  working  at  tins 
moment^  and  has  been  tJie  means  of  converting  above  1,000 
persons  ftom  the  errors  of  the  Church  of  Rome  within  the 
last  few  montlts,  and  has  created  a  degree  of  violence  amongst 
the  Priests  tliai  is  qiiih-  intolerable.  Ko  meeting  for  the 
ose  of  promoting  tlic  education  of  the  people,  and  the 
itiibution  of  the  Holy  Scriplm-es,  can  escape  their  notice- 
About  three  months  ago,  my  lords,  a  meeting  of  the  Lou*- 
don  liiberman  School  Society  took  place  m  the  town  of 
CajTick^on-Shaiinon,  at  which  that  gallant  oificcr  Admiral 
iSir  Josias  Rowley  presided,  and  at  which  I  was  present. 
Some  time  after,  a  statement  appeared  in  one  of  the  news- 
papers, in  the  pay  of  the  Dublin  convention,  giving  a  most 
insulting  account  of  the  transaction^  and  has  since  been  pub* 
lifthed  on  u  sbeet  of  paper  by  itself,  mid  disperset!  through- 
out the  country ;  three  copies  of  which  were  sent  to  my  hoiLse» 
and,  with  your  lordships'  permission,  I  sliould  wish  to  read 
one  paiagraph  from  it: — 

"  The  technical  detail*  were,  as  usual,  excellent — Lord 
LoTlon  seemed  aUernateiy  to  chuckle  with  delight  at  the 

denunciations  against  the  adulteries  of  the of  Babytorr, 

and  to  swell  with  holy  aristocratic  rage  at  the  occasional 
adiusions  to  '  priesUy  influence/  Lord  Lcrton  !  Aye,  Lord 
and  Legislator  Lorton !  1  Here,  among  drivelling  enthu- 
SLBSts,  and  whining  old  women,  were  found,  during  the 
anxious  dehfoerations  of  the  Impenal  Legislature,— a  repre- 
sentative peer,  snd  the  grave,  the  heardlei^s  senator,  liis  son. 
While  others  are  employed  in  their  places  in  Parliament,  in 
alleviating  the  distresses  of  the  people,  and  adjusting  the 
intereats  of  the  empire,  Lord  Lorton,  and  the  dignified  and 
able  stripling  who  represents  Hoscommon,  are  occupit^d  in 
inning  psalms  and  forwarding  the  mischievous  designs  of  a 
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hypocriticul  faction.    Shades  of  Charl«*mi>Dt,  DoDougbraort, 
burie,  and  Orattan,  defend  us  frtfin  such  nilere  I    O  I  hov 
vouJd  your  generous  spirits  have  once  kindkd  wilh  tndigna<^H 
tjon  a(  5ucL  ciiminality  and  folly!     How  would  not  yoiil^^ 
burning  el(>qaence  have  ca»±iu[ued  the  indolent  pretentions 
of  ignorant  and  candng  lords,  wilti   «rrognnt  bcAring  Atid 
hearts  ignoble!     Was  it  decorous  in  nicpibers  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  be  thus  regardless  of  the  nationaJ  weal  and  the  du 
treeseiiof  the  people, «t  a  limewlu^n  theyenoag^  the  <inxioD 
attention  of  every   benevolent  and    p&lrtotic  man  in  tl 
empire  ?     AVas  it  politic  to  abet  the  proceedings  of  frantic  * 
infaumted  fanatics,  who  seek  to  dissever  the  ties  th;it  bind 
the  Catholic  people  t^^  their  virtuom  and  disinterested  paf 
tors ;  And  to  cxa.'^perate  still  more  seven  millions  of  oppr 
and  unofiending  people?     Jiewiue,  my  Lord    Lorton, 
you  saaetion  this  tiiinatural  disruption*      Vou  but  shake  ll 
pillurs  which  sustain  the  social  edifice,  while  you  seek 
cru^b  those  uhoin  you  are  reported  to  liave  designated  an 
'  Impcriuai  in  Imperio"— the  Catholic  Priesthood  of  IreUiul; 
you  luidefmiiie  tike  very  barrier  which  »Eaiid.*«  between  the 
party  and  inevitable  ruin-     Should  you  proceed  in  8mithig 
the  shepherd,  and  thu<i  scattering  the  dock,  know  that  it^m 
their  dispersion  they  would   tear  you  to  piece?.     But,  iiJ^V 
lord^  you  essay  '  to  shut  up  the  tide  with  doors/    The 
Catholic  Clergy  laugh  to  scorn  your  impotent  efforts.'' 

Now,  niy  lonls,  this  is  but  a  tritiing  specimen  of  what  is 
comtantly  circulating  throughout  every  p^irt  of  Ireland; 
lE  naturally  Httracted  my  attention,  and,  in  fact,  ^ave  me  muc 
sati.^factioti.     For  when  1  Imd  the  honour  of  seconding  cli 
Address  to  his  Majesty  un  the  opening  of  the  saasJon  in 
year  1S24, 1  observed  that  an  "  Imperiiim  in  Iniperio"exist 
in  IreUnd,  and  that  it  must  be  got  under  before  we  couid 
expect  to  see  that  part  of  the  empire  brought  into  &  state  of 
tranquillity  and  prosperity-    Your  lordships  will  now  perceire 
that  1  bare  been  completely  borne  ont  in  my  assertion,  by 
what  I  have  just  read,  with,  indeed,  the  addition  of  marking 
out  the  Komieh  Clergy  for  that  power;  one  of  whom,  I  have 
every  reason  to  know,  was  the  author  of  this  production,  and 
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of  wboBO  orntoricjU  powers  1  have  a  tiWght  sketch  in  my 
hand,  and  as  it  is  bul  a  few  lines,  1  may  be  permitted  to 
reid  it  :— 

"  Friends— I  regret  lo  have  to  mention,  ami  verify  the 
trulhof  ray  learned  friend,  who  spoke  before  me,  that  Mahon 
deserted  our  cause  ;  but  the  time  will  come,  whftn  you 
find  we  shaH  not  he  deceived.  Saint  Lorlon  slmll  no 
more  ride  rough-shod  over  the  independence  of  Koscoinmaii 
— then  I  espect  you  wiJl  rally  round  your  cause,  and  support 
it  from  the  bigotry  that  at  present  prevaiU.  Blood  has  been 
fih€tl  in  France, — blood  has  been  shed  in  SpnJD  and  Italy, — 
and  why  should  not  IreUnd  assert  her  rights  V 

This  effusion  was  uttered  by  a  reverend  divine  in  the 
^chapel  of  Koscomroon,  on  Sunday,  the  18tb  of  June,  the  day 
before  the  election  for  that  county  was  to  comincTice ;  and 
from  its  being  of  so  inflftmm[Uoi7  a  nature,  I  rictertnined  that 
k  should  be  made  as  public  as  possible:  but,  as  the  truth  of 
j»nch  a  production,  coming  ft'om  one  of  the  spiritual  guides 
of  t)ie  deluded  poasauEry,  might  be  questioned,  1  desired  to 
know  if  the  Reporter  (who  went  into  the  chapel  for  the  puis 
pose  of  taking  down  the  speeches)  couM  swear  to  the  vers- 
ciiy  of  the  article,  which  be  at  once  did,  and  his  afTidavit  is 
attached  to  this  precious  performance.  This  reverend  per- 
'  S4>n  had  received  acts  of  kindness  from  me,  and  a  subscrip- 
tion towards  rebuilding  his  chapel  Ml  1  may  now  make  a 
vcmark  to  youv  lordships,  which  is,  tb^t  Protestants  and 
Koinan  C.itboltcs  wdl  he  et^ually  benefited  by  an  emancipa- 
tion from  snch  furious  hi^'ots;  who  (^liad  they  the  power) 
would  crush  lo  atoms  the  former,  and  keep  the  bodies  and 
mimb  of  tite  latrer  in  a  state  of  slavery  and  debasement. 

With  this  conviction  on  my  mind,  1  trust  your  lordsliipa 
will  take  into  your  most  serious  consideration  the  petition 
vrhich  I  have  now  the  honour  to  Uy  before  you,  as  well  as 
five  others  to  the  s»uie  effect ;  one  from  the  Bishop  and 
Clergy  of  the  (Uocesc  of  Killalla,  one  from  the  Bivhop  and 
Oergyof  the  diocese  of  Klphin,  and  another  from  the  Bishop 
and  Clergy  of  tbe  diocese  of  Clogher.  These  are  uU  couclied 
in  airotig  and  respectful  language,  and  coming  from  such  a 
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body,  60  intimately  accjuainted  with  Che  aclual  state  of  tbc 
oountiy,  deserve,  1  muxt  SRy,  reflection  snd  consideration 
not  uaually  given  to  documents  of  a  similar  nature.  The 
ctber  two  are,  one  from  the  pamh  of  Donagb,  in  the  county 
of  Mon^tghan ;  and  tlie  other  from  the  Proitbyterian  congre- 
gation of  Oknnan,  in  tlie  parish  of  Donjigh,  in  the  same 
county.  This  bst  is  more  particidarly  worthy  of  attention, 
as  it  comes  irom  a  body  of  dissenting  Protestants,  who  huve^ 
upon  more  occasions  tl»an  one,  been  claiinod  as  friendly  Uy 
the  Uoman  Catholic  demands^  and  have  thm been  held  ap  as 
a  contrast  to  the  clergy  of  the  "  Law  Church/*  as  the  Ro- 
man Radicals  are  pleased  to  denominate  the  Protestant  £sti- 
blishmeut.  It  may  be  objected  by  some,  that  it  is  not  coD' 
sistcntwith  the  holy  profession  of  the  Church  to  mterfere  fo 
much  in  political  matters;  but,  my  lords,  when  we  obserie 
tlic  furious  attacks  that  have  been  made,  aii<l  are  still  niakinf, 
upon  tile  Estahhsliment,  we  must  clearly  sec  that  there  is  do 
alternative-  Many  of  your  lordships  have  probably  beard  of 
that  celebrated  Jesuit  who  writes  under  t}ie  signature  of 
J.  K.  L.,  an  extract  from  whose  letter  to  a  noble  friend, 
(Lord  Farnham,)  whom  I  have  not  now  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
in  his  place,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  read,  and  leave  it  for  your 
lordships'  reflection. 

"  I  think  the  Church  Establi^ment  must  fall  sooner  or 
later,  its  merits  in  Ireland  are  too  well  known;  it  has  been 
brought  to  the  light,  and  its  works  being  ^ucll  as  do  not  bear 
the  light,  it  will,  it  must,  sutTerloss,  as  much  as  an  impartial  ■ 
judgment  c.tn  be  passed  upon  it.  Clamour,  bigotry,  enthusi- 
asm, and  a  spirit  of  acldsfane^s,  constitute  its  present  chief 
support;  it  derives  no  aid  from  reason^  jtistice,  or  public 
utility:  its  old  connexion  with  the  Crown,  and  that  wue 
aversion  to  experimental  innovation  which  characterises 
every  wise  government,  unite  to  defend  it.  But  if  the  p4i»- 
sions  of  the  people  were  calmed,  some  man  with  tlie  spirit 
and  power  of  Burke,  who  arranged  chaos  '  the  civil  list,"  and 
]uirifieil,  without  injuring  them,  the  revenues  and  preroga- 
tives of  the  Crown  itself— sonic  such  man  would  arinc  and 
lice  tijc  nation  from  the  reproach  of  the  Irish  Tem|iorflt 
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l£stabLi^famont;  ho  would  relieve  religion  from  an  incubus, 
and  the  land  and  the  country,  witb  ite  proprietors  and  culti- 
Yators,  from  an  iiiUrlerabte  j>re^8ure.  The  concer^sjon  of  the 
Cattiotic  Clfiims  would  hasten  this  desirable  reeult,  not  by 
any  TCTolutionary  movement,  as  your  lordship  seems  to  ap- 
prehend, but  by  lemoviug  an  immense  barrier,  which  the 
agitation  of  those  claims  now  opposes  to  the  progress  of  rea- 
son and  justice;  snd  hy  uniting  all  classes  of  Inshmeu  In 
labouring  to  renovate  their  country,  and  to  restore  her,  di- 
vided and  almost  liteless  as  she  is,  tu  a  .*«tate  of  healtli  and 
vigour-  Can  your  lordship,  laying  your  hand  on  your  breast, 
appeal  to  your  conscience  and  honour,  and  then  say  that  the 
Irish  Church  Establishment  requires  no  relbrni.  It  is  im- 
po<ssible  thai  you  could,  my  lord,  because  it  is  monstrous  to 
think  of  an  annua)  income,  amounting  to  several  imUions 
sterling,  being  appropriated  in  such  a  country  as  Ireland,  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  pastors  of  less  than  one'thirtietb  part 
of  the  population;  laying  aside  all  notice  of  the  iaw»  by 
which  this  revenue  is  protected  and  collected,  their  paittal 
nature,  the  mode  of  administering  them,  and  the  character  of 
the  agents  by  whom  tlieyareexecnted.  The  English  people 
arc  fls  yet  but  imperfectly  acquainted  of  the  nature  or  vici- 
onsncss  of  this  Establishment  We  in  Ireland  have  been 
aceuatoroed  to  view  it,  from  our  infancy,  and  when  men  gaze 
for  aconsiderablc  time  at  the  most  /ridcoitx  monster,  they  can 
view  it  with  diminished  horror;  but  a  man  of  reflection, 
■  living  in  Ireland,  And  cooly  observing  the  workings  of  the 
Church  Efltabliahnient,  would  seek  for  some  likenesii  to  it 
only  among  the  Priests  of  Jtiggcmautt  who  sacrifice  the 
poor  naked  human  victunt$  tu  their  impure  and  detestable 
idoW 

Bad  as  this  may  appear,  my  lords,  it  really  amounts  to 
nothing  when  it  is  to  be  stated  thai  our  highest  dignitaries 
ate  i»ersonHlly  insuJied  in  the  slrecta  of  Dublin,  by  wretched 
ignorant  creatures  instigated  to  such  outrageous  conduct  by 
tile  tremendous  denunciations  which  are  uttered  by  tlie  de- 
mngogueaof  the  Uoman  Catholic  Parliament  of  Ireland,  and 
by  the  daily  publications  which  are  to  be  found  in  their 
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hired  journals.  In  cotictumn.  I  must  remark  to  your  lord* 
ships, that  A  secret  Inquisitton  exists  in  IrcUnd,  vrhich  wot 
itself  into  nlmf»st  every  fiimily,  anJ  from  its  baneful  cilccrt" 
1  would  call  upon  your  lonl^liipv  to  protect  ilu?  i'-onntry,  and 
thus  make  the  first  step  towards  cfnancipAtion  in  tbe  true 
Afttue  of  the  word.  Now^  iny  lordsi  with  many  apologies  for 
having  tlms  occupied  ^oar  lordships'  time*  1  move  tluc  tbe 
teveral  i>elitioiis  (already  mentioned)  be  received  and  Tcad. 
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^'IVhen  diiC  ItijrTit  Honourable  and  Noble  Earl  ov  Rodkn,  k  rtaidcfti 
I-  Nobl*ii[ian  in  Ireland,  presented  several  petitions  agaidst  the 
Itoman  Catholic  Claims, — one  heitu^  from  upwudi  of  22.000 
['rotc£t;mts  of  ihe  County  of  Londonderry,  and  atlicm  frciD  llw 
I'rotestanis  of  the  County  of  Tyrone,  in  IrcUtid, — on  IVIareb  16Ui, 
J8S7.  in  the  Uouac  of  Lords,  ilie  Ni>liltf  Peer  delivert'd  the  fol 
lowing  ^Jotjueni,  decisive,  tearless*  bin  ConMituiionol  orAtion. 


My  Lords. — Wben  I  consider  the  impoitance  of  the  subj 
on  which  these  petitions  are  addressed  to  youi  lordilupt, 
I  feel  myself  compelled  lo  declare,  in  a  few  words,  my  opinion 
on  the  present  eondiiion  of  that  country  (Ireland)  frotn  whicb 
they  have  proceeded.  But,  first,  1  must  express  my  rtgrei, 
that  on  this  great  and  important  subject,  the  members  of  his 
Majesty's  government  are  stilldivided  in  opinion, — my  reffret, 
that  ibey  do  not  yet  con^der  it  a  subject  fit  to  W  dinrided  by 
them;— but  that  rntlierlhey  still  reserve  ihe  decision  of  it  Ofl 
an  apple  of  discord,  to  be  thrown  between  the  two  parties  in 
Ireland,  who  ground  their  own  division  upon  the  dirifion  that 
Jexists  on  this  question  among  liis  Majesty's  ministers.  To 
thix  divi«ioA  in  the  Cabinet  we  must  aliw  trace  the  prcaei 
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system  of  policy  pursued  by  the  Irish  gov<?ninicnt*-n  sysleiu 
which  Its  supporters  term  conciiiarory,  but  which  I  constftcr 
weak  and  puerilo — .1  policy,  ^vhosc  only  result  has  been  to 
(Iravr  down  on  it  the  disgust  of  the  IrUb  Protectants,  and 
\  the  contempt  of  tlie  Ronmn  Catholics,  But  I  trust,  my  tofda, 
nay  tnori?^  I  Itrmly  lielteve,  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant, 
tliat  the  day  U  close  at  hand,  when  this  divUioD  among  the 
\  members  of  the  government  must  cease  to  exist — when  the 
government  must  tiike  an  infltii^mial  part  la  the  dt^cision  of 
this  question — when  the  government,  as  one  united  body, 
must  come  forward  nml  declare  thetr  dctermiuation  to  sup- 
port the  Protestant  Church  and  Constitution  in  Ireland,  ot 
to  support  the  Popish  Ascendancy  that  now  domine^frs  over 
thut  country. 

It  has  been  said,  my  lords,  here  and  elsewhere,  that  the 
present  condition  of  Ireland  cannot  continue;  that  things 
cjmnot  remain  as  they  are.  With  thb  opinion  I  entirely 
concur,  as  I  think  it  impossible  that  Roman  C[itholics  should 
be  aUo^^-ed  to  legislate  for  a  Protestant  Church.  For  that 
I  contend  is  the  ultimatt?  ohject  of  tlie  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland;  and  this  opinion  1  pronounce,  not  only  on  the  au- 
thority of  history,  but  from  the  acknowleilgment  of  the 
Roman  Cathohca  themselves,  who  declare  that  they  look  on 

^ra<lmi»Hion  into  this  and  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
merely  ns  a  sUp  to  the  intended  oveithrow  of  the  Protestant 
Kstabli^hmcnC.  ThespeecUes  and  mcjisures  of  the  Eomart' 
Catholic  Association,  and  tlie  concurrence  of  the  Uoman  Ca- 
tholic gentry  and  the  general  population,  in  those  medsures, 
will  Khow,  that  the  object  of  them  all  is  one  iind  the  same— -^ 
the  subvcmon  of  the  Protestant  religion.  Car  then,  I  ask 
your  lordships,  can  these  things  remain  as  they  arc  ?  Shall 
we  ever  allow  the  Itoman  Calhohcs  to  prescribe  laws  tor  the 
Protestant  Church  of  Ireland  ^ 

1  have  heard  noble  lords  assert,  thai  the  treatment  of 
Koman  Catholics  of  Ireland  is  as  bad  as  that  sutlered  by 
the  Greeks  from  the  Turks— that  one  sect  of  Irishmen  is 
persecuted  by  another,  and  that  ihpy  are  subject  to  a  system 
of  tyraiiny  on  account  of  their rel^oua  opinions.    Is  it  so! 
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Yc6|  if  there  be  religious  persecutions  ia  Ireland,  It 
persecutiou  itifiicted  by  the  Kamtxn  Catholic  on  the  converts 
from  Papery !  If  tyranny  is  exercisc^I  over  men  in  Irel&nd,  it 
is  the  tyranny  employed  by  the  U-oman  Catholic  Friesls  over 
their  congregations,  to  prevent  them  from  ahnking  off  tbe 
slavish  yoke  of  Popery,  and  becoming  conrcrls  to  (hat  gli^ 
rious  rcfortnution  vrhich  is  now  irorking  its  rapid, 
through  every  part  of  the  country. 

That  great  work  baa  been  censured  by  per»om  in  o' 
places,  and  in  high  ajthority,  as  a  mere  chimera.*     1 
dilferently,  my  lonU;  my  sincere  conviction  is,  tbut  its  s: 
cess  is  the  work  of  Heaven — the  pure  result  of  IbepTeadiHig 
of  the  Word  of  Hod,  and  the  operation  of  his  Divine  Spirit. 

My  Lord&. — It  has  been  urged  as  an  argument  in  favour  of 
concession  to  tlie  Koman  Catholics,  that  the  refusal  of  it  will 
drive  them  iatc  rebellion,  i  do  not  beUeve  that  a&sertioot 
but  even  though  I  di<l  believe  tliat  rebellion  would  be  the 
result  of  our  refusal,  still  1  woidd  consent  to  encounter  the 
H&k  of  their  rebellion,  tmniense  an  evil  as  1  consider  it,  and 
deeply  as  1  should  regret  its  occurrence,  as  tending  to  su^ 
pend  the  benefits  flowing  from  alt  the  n>oral  institution;!  and 
wholesome  laws  of  the  last  fii\y  yearg, — yet  still  I  vould 
rather  risk  its  occurrence,  than  allow  the  Protestant  Consti- 
tution to  be  ruled  by  the  legislation  uf  men  who,  by  tl 
very  essence  of  their  religion,  must  be  considered  to  hold 
divided  allegiance  to  a  Protestant  Establishment. 

My  lords,  I  must  declare,  that  1  am  not  satisfied  with  t' 
present  system  of  Imh  govcnnnent,  or  rather  of  no  govem- 
mcHt  at  all — which,  instead  of  allaying  the  cvih  of  the  rouii< 
try,  increases  and  aggravates  them  by  an  humircd-fold — 
proof  of  this,  look  to  your  lordships'  own  Ic^islauvo  measi 
Tuo  years  ugo  your  loidship^  passed  a  bill  which  has 
been  called  the  Algerine  Act ;  which  some  of  your  lordship* 
opposed,  as  infrin^ng  on  popular  liberties,  htit  which  1  thfti 
supported,  through  a  hope^  indeed  a  cert aintj',  that  it  wa« 
CjdcuUted  to  attAin  the  object  for  which  it  was  designed 
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1 1  meaa  the  suppression  of  party  asaociatians  in  Ireland^ 
wliicb  have  so  long  Ijct-ii  the  banc  of  (hut  country — bul  whai 
l»  the  elTect  Df  that  nci'i  It  put  Oowii  ihe  associations  of 
ProtcEUnts,  which  hai  vilginally  bceu  foriiitid  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  lawTi   and   the  Constitution. — (Cheers  ftom 

I  the  Opposition.)     I  tmdcrstaiid  the  iio1>1c  lords'    cheering^ 

i  bul  I  Uo  not  coniplaii)  thnt  tlieac  ProicsUnt  usjiociations 
were  put  down— tbey  were  no  longer  wiuited;— but  what  I 
complain  of  b  this,  that  though  the  Protestant  a5sociations 
yielded  to  the  law,  jet  still,  at  this  day, — two  years  al^r 
your  bill — tlie  Roman  Catholic  Association  is  in  existence 
and  in  power,  spreudiug  its  destructive  poison  to  the  remotest 
extremities  of  the  land.  I  am  induced  to  speak  thus  ivarmly 
on  this  stdle  of  tlnn^s,  by  the  anxious  interest  I  fi;cl  for  tho 

[bappincas  of  the  country  in  which  I  received  my  birth,  in 
which  I  reside,  and  in  which  I  hope  I  shall  die- 
But,  my  lords,  I  have  heard  it  asserted  that  the  Iri«h 
government  hns  made  attempis  lo  put  down  thi»  Kotniui 
Catholic  Aasociation— I  say  it  has  not — I  say  no  attempt 
bag  been  made  to  put  it  down— and,  as  a  proof,  it  stands,  my 
lords,  before  Parliament  and  Govcrnincnt  at  full  work,  un* 
checltcd  in  its  operations — uninjured  in  its  power.  1  may  be 
told,  indeed,  of  a  prosecution  that  has  been  L>roug[it  by  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  against  one  of  its  members,  a 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Shtel,  for  n  certain  iiiflaminatory 
»|)e«eh(ieUveredbyhim  before  the  Association;  but  when  your 
lordships  remember  the  violent  opiuions  and  language  used 
elsewhere  by  that  same  Attorney  General,  will  you  »nt  agree 
with  me,  that  it  is  a  great  l1:trd!^hip  that  Mr.  Shicl  should  be 
prosecuted  for  his  seditious  speech,  while  the  Attorney  Gene* 
ral  for  Ireland  is  allowed  to  diffuse,  with  impunity,  opinions 
productive  of  the  greatest  mtsclnef  in  the  present  Jttate  of 
Ireland.  That  condition  of  the  country,  combined  with  the 
existence  of  t lie  Roman  Catholic  Association,  is  an  indelible 
fttain  upon  the  character  of  the  kingdom. 
(The  Nibble  Lurd  concluded  aTnitlsi  loud  and  continued  cheering.) 
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In  the  Houfle  of  Lorttfi,  May  17,  \82S,  on  the  ticcwnd  rculrng  ofilv 
Roman  Ctit^olic  Kdl^f  Uill  bein^  moved,  the  RIgttc  lionounblc 
nnd  NoTilu  Eaul  or  J,o}i(iv<}ni>^  u  rveudent  Nobleman  in  IreUad, 
delivered  his  ConsUmtinnal  seiiUmenu  on  lUis  subject  in  the 
fuUuwiiig  doqtufut  iDanutu'. 


A 


Mr  Loads, —  Living  conatanlly  among  a  Roman  Cit 
population,  regarding  them  high)}'  ii«  individual  and  respect- 
ing tbem  as  a  body  collectively,  it  wiU  be  readily  itoaj^n^ 
that  I  am  most  anxious  to  meet  the  vjcvs  of  the 
Catholics  of  Irelaud  wUIl  a?i  mudi  favour  as  any  man,  Bn 
after  very  mature  consideration,  1  c^innot  bring  myself  to^ 
tliink  that  tbir;  bill  uill  answer  the  sanguine  expectations  of 
those  by  ^\'boni  it  has  baton  introduce<I  into  Parliament;  or 
that  it  is  a  racagure  tbat  can  be  put  into  execution  witllouC 
manifest  danger  to  thc^  Constitution.  t^^ 

'--  In  giving  my  decided  opposition  to  this  measure,  my  lords^^^ 
I  beg  at  the  same  time  distinctly  to  state,  that  I  am  actuated 
hy  no  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  Koman  Catholics.     But,  wbii? 
I  repcjit  that  i  bold  cbem  in  very  high  regard,  1  must  take 
leave  to  say,  that  I  cannot  at  ail  8ce  why  they  are  to  be  h 
mitted  to  a  participntion  vrith  Prctestants  of  certain  dv 
rights  and  poHuca)  power  in  a  free  l^roteHtaiit  country. 
-    It  has  been  rather  imputed  to  those  who,  like  myself, 
htds,  Rte  unfriendly  to  stich  admission,  that  wc  tvish  to  visil 
ivitEi  penal  consequences  their  peculiar  doctrines ;  but  1  desir 
to  observe,  that  we  do  not  in  any  degree  wish  to  interfere 
with  the  retigious  opinions,  nor  do  ve  at  M  prciume  to  met* 
sure  the  speculative  tenets,  or   to  n*gulutc  |}ic  doctrines  of 
the  Roman  Catholics ;  but  we  arc  determined  that  the  Koraaa 
Catholics  shall  not  interfere  with  ours-     I'he  reason  of  our 
refusal  of  auch  admissioQ  it. founded  upon  the  political  cop 
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sequences  tbit  ivill  follow  upon  our  assent — political  cons«- 

Iquences  that  atw^aya  have  cn^uedi  ojid  thut  in  my  cont^tence 
1  beliovc  alvTiiys  will  ensue,  upon  coDoedJng  those  pmilcgc« 
to  Koiuan  Catholics  whicU  are  now  claimed  by  thcm>     Thoae 
consequences  loud  to  the  perpetual  interfeicncc  of  the  Papal. 
Authority  nnd  inHuenco.  nominally  in  spiritual  ntYixwA  nloiie^ 
but  actually  in  the  gcnercil  transactions  .indordinnry  business 
of  life.     It  ha»  been  depoited,  indeed,  by  witnesses  examined 
before  your  lord  sliipSi  and  l>y  others,  thai  tbts  interfereace 
^  is  strictly  confined  to  8pintu:il  malters  and  doctrine;  l>uti 
Bbow^-and  by  whom  is  the  Itnc  to  be  drawn  that  is  to  sejia- 
■    rale — in  the  judgment  of  a  Roman  Catholic  for  example — 
spirtlua!  from  temporal  aftairs.    How  can  it  be  supposed 
liiat  he  who  exerciser  an  undoubted  and  unresisted  influence 
in  the  one  will  not  exert  it  in  the  other  i    Or  thiit  iJic  power 
H  which  guides  a  man's  conduct  in  regard  to  spiritual  things 
HwDl  abstain  from  directing  it  in  respect  to  temporal  things? 
^1     I  am  of  opinion^  mylonlisthAt  the  Koman  Catholic  Priest- 
"liood  ate  ahie  to  lead  tlic  people  with  great  facility;  end 
their  own  constitution  h  well  ciilculateci  ever  to  rexpect  the 
sapT^mncy  of  Rome.     The  commands  of  the  superior  to  the 
inferior  ailmll  of  no  dinpute;  while  the  principle  of  subject 
tion  in  the  inferior  i^  n:«  clearly  defined  as  the  right  of  the 
supenor  to  his  obedience.     If  they  nre  to  be  emancipated, 
ther\:f"Tt,  from  the  acknowledgment  of  thit  conlrcl  rccog- 
Diied  by  our  CousLitution,  while  they  continue  subject  to 
■the  Papal  orders  transmitted  through  th^rcwn  clergy;  to" 
lulmtt  to  a  participation  of  civil  and  political  privileges  those 
who  still  refuse  so  to  acknowledge  a  control  which  h  sub- 
nutted  to  by  our  own  Church,  will  be  to  put  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  on  a  higher  footing  than  our  own ;  and  more 
capccially  when,  if  1  am  rightly  infonned,  thai  control  has 
been  submitted  to  in  other  countries  and  cases. 

»  Under  these  circumstances,  my  lordsj  I  cannot  think  that 
the  preamble  of  this  bill  is  fairly  worded:  it  contains  a  part 
of  the  truth,  but  not  the  whole  truth.  It  h  entitled  "  A  Bill 
for  the  removal  of  the  Disqualifications  under  whtcli  his 
Bfajesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects  now  labour— Whereas 


the  Protestant  succession  to  tlie  imperial  Crown  ot  this 
United  Kingdom  «nd  lU  dependende«,  is,  bj  the  Act  im  tta« 
furtlier  KnntAtion  of  ttic  CTovrn,  and  the  better  seeming  the 
libCTtJ^H  of  the  subject,  established  pertnanetitly  und  iDvio^ 
Isbly."  But,  iJiere  should  liavc  been  addc?d  sotnetbug  1o 
this  effect:  "  An  Act  to  admit  and  inveftt  certain  dignitario 
jtnd  others  of  tiie  Itoinan  (^itl]4;lic  i^rauiufton  to  and  whh 
polTticAl  and  civil  privileges,  uhicli  al)  experionce  had  wUb* 
drawn  from  Protestant  dignitaries  and  others  of  the  same 
itaiioiit  except  on  submission  to  a  certain  control,  from  s2 
obedience  to  which,  sikIi  Roman  Catholics  are  beretij 
exempted."  In  shovt^  to  grant  them  those  pnulegcs  i«hi^ 
ihey  continue  to  deny  our  control,  will  he  virioally,  to  p<rt 
tb^ni  in  a  better  situation  than  tlie  members  of  our  ova 
Chiireii, 

1  aUo  excopt  to  the  bill,  my  )ord&  on  account  of  the  \>Q^cr 
which  the  Roman  Catholic  Priesthood  trill  exercise  and  da 
ex<<rci>c  over  Ihetr  docks,  to  an  extent  greatly  beyoml  dr* 
r^CtioV^in  mftttors  respecting  their  apiritual  welfere.     !  knoir, 
imift'd,  that  among  the  Roman  Catholic  cier^y  there  Aie_ 
maay  honourable  exceptions  to  this  description  of  thcni. 
hare   ivothm}(  to  oppof^c  to  the  pmi^s  vhich   bavc 
be^owt-'d  upon  tliem  by  noble  lord^  who  hare  spoken  betbie  ^ 
kw.     But  ve  are  not  to  eulotifize  iadiiiduab  ;  our  bu^nev 
ts  lejpslation- 

I  will  Ask,  my  lordt,  if  we  are  to  admit  the  lloman  Catholic    ' 
body  to  the  highest  places  In  the  Constitution,  what  w  lo 
ifoartinlre  cho  rmtestant  EstahlLTihment  ?     By  the-  law  aiut 
are  ndmissihie  to  offices  of  politicRl  tm^t^  but  those  whole 
allr|*iMV«*  it^  jvrfect.     Of  all  the  DUtenCem  Irom  elw  Eso 
Mbtiment.  I  know  of  none  whose  allegiance  is  of  necessity 
(mperfect.  cveept  ttte  Roman  Catholic.-*.     Standing  in  tiif 
l>ccuUiir  r^Ati&n  to  us,  which  they  do>  in  what  lislit  miitt 
ihey  rvi^anl  ii9^     What  must  be  the  feeling  of  a  really  con- 
M^f^itlcmB  llomin  Catholic  (for  it  is  useless  to  take  notkee^f 
any  other)  towanLs   the  National  Church   Establishnumt^^l 
^Ve  Ai-e  to  cMMider  In  this  cgueittion  whnt  has  been  done  by 
ili»  Ph'tciianlv,    Are  not  tbeac  diisentei^  ffoui  iheir  faith 
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usurpers  of  the  audioniy  of  tbeir  ervictl.  cle«poilert  of  Uie 
property  of  tlictr  Church  f  Id  what  Light  can  they  look 
'  upon  i»?  Wc  are  voluntai'y  secedera  Irom  them,  as  tha 
other  Uisficnten  are  from  the  National  Kstablu^Umc-itt,  We 
did  Dot  willingly  itov  vithoiit  considcrAblc  struggles  n^iirnte 
from  their  corps.  There  is  nothing  in  principle,  io  Christian- 
like  foelwgt  in  policy>  or  expediency,  n'liich  recpiireij  us  to 
,  make  those  cot>ceJ4«ioroi,  or  forbids  our  refu«Al  of  them. 

A  not>le  lord  n-ho  precodcd  mc,  has  said,  it  is  time  for  us 

I  to  diretl  oursdve^^  of  our  prejudices;  bat  .*iurely  that  noble 

1  lord  must  feel  that  on  questions  of  thU  kind,  upon  which 

men  have  been  accustomed  to  hear  particular  opinions  stutcd 

from  their  carlieac  intancy,  it  is  tmjiojtuhle  they  should  he 

altogether  frc>e  from  pr<>judice  and  bias,     1  »m  f^hr  indeed 

from  .spcjiking  of  those  men  fl"bo  entertain  tho^  projudice-s 

with  a  feeling  of  censure;  they  are  frequendy  the  bond  of 

parental,  filial,  and  conjugal  connexions,  and  every  other  tie 

that  binds  uian  to  man  in  relationsihip  aitd  fHendship;  and 

^those  feelingn  reHecl  the  highoitt  honour  on  men   m  pri- 

H^ate  life,  and  render  them  the  most  amiable  and  estimable 

H-nien  in  society.     But,  my  lords,  let  it  be  remembered,  that 

^those  prcjudicefi  arc  not  all  on  one  side.     Mudi  night  be 

said  about  the  eradicating  of  prejudices;   but   I  think  h 

would  be  a  tlangerous  vx|>ertment.     You  may  extingubh  a 

particubr  religion,  but  are  you  i^urc  you  could  extiriiate  pre- 

yjudice? 

■     As  to  what  are  called  tJie  Just  rights  of  the  Roman  Catho- 

"Kcs,  I  cannot  imderstimd  it,  my  lords;  for  I  deny  that  the 

^ititcrcst«  of  the  many  should  ever  be  sacrificed  to  the  ^w. 

KBxpedieney  is  sometimea  talked  of  as  a  ground  for  conoedioft 

H|h measure,  but  Uiat  word  ha^  Ix^en  latterly  supplanted  by 

PHmKer— necessity,  which  has  been  defined  to  be  nothing 

short  of  a  general  ihreateniii|t.    This  appears  to  mc  to  be 

unfounded  in  fiict<     If  I  thought  it  had  the  least  foundation, 

it  would  be  with  mc  an  additional  reason  for  resi^tiiir;;  any 

iMpg  likeconceiaion;  but,  as  I  have  no  such  impression,  I 

should  be  sorry  to  attribute  Kuch  an  opinion  to  the  Roman 

^Calholic»*     Dut,  my  lords,  when  thia  iwcCKditv  is  talked  of 

m  s2  ' 


360 


fPKCCU  or  TtIK 


ii  remindu  one  of  t)ic  lone  adopted  bj  the  old  IrUli  chi< 
A  form  of  exptcsiiDn  ]t»s  teogthy  aikI  more  expressive  cer* 
tunly  thsn  we  hear  now;  "you  owe  me  «  tribute^  and  if  yw 
don'tr-(A  laugh.) 

Butt  my  lords,  setdnf^  those  cotwideretiona  atiide,  tJie 
question  for  us  is,  since  the  rctftrictions  were  impoMdi  btt 
the  country  advanced  or  gore  back  ?  Is  it  not  at  a  pileh  oC 
prosperity,  uretlth,  luid  glory,  which  has  been  Dcrer  e^joallrd 
in  indent  or  modem  history?  Let  u»  consider  the  power, 
capabilities^  and  resources  which  have  dcvck>pcd  themftclvt 
in  this  Iktle  contracted  spot  of  the  earth's  «urfiicc^noC 
fruits  of  exEniordinary  ijidividual  talentfe;  but  the  ^lov 
gradual  grouth  of  ages,  duriug  which  the  oppressed  Itc 
Caibolics,  as  they  are  called,  have  e>i}o>cd,  in  coriitnon  vi(| 
their  Protestant  brethren,  the  fruits  of  those  councils  fri 
which,  for  thetr  own  advanugc,  as  well  as  our^  they  bill 
bci-n  excludv^L 

With  this  fiicC,  my  lords,  of  the  constant  progressive  In 
provemcDt  of  Ihc  country  under  a  Protestant  Esiablisha 
and  ConMitution,  I  am  very  averse  to  anything  like  inn 
tion;  and  it  re<|uircs  the  strongest  force  of  reasoning  to  con- 
vince m^  that  a  change  in  any  degree  ks  desirable.  Until 
some  more  striking  fucta  and  arguments  be  tirought  forwahl 
1  will  sund  by  that  system  under  which  all  our  grestnesi 
and  prosperity  have  been  made>  Indeed,  I  doubt  whether 
any  circumstances  can  change  itiy  opinion:  but  1  am  unwi^ 
ling  to  cive  sudi  n  pledge,  particularly  when  we  »ec  til 
strange  things  that  arc  passing  sround  us  every  day;  but , 
cannot  anticipate  any  change  of  circum&tsnces  which 
justify  tlie  constitution  of  a  free  state,  in  admitting 
Itoman  Cathotics  to  the  participation  of  poUtical  powtr. 
When  I  hear  the  reeominendacion  of  noble  pi>ers  to  make  u 
innovjition  in  the  Constitution,  I  am  reminded  of  what  1  oikc 
saw  upon  a  toinb-stone,  *'  1  was  welt;  I  would  be  better 
and  here  1  am/' 

I  will  say,  my  lords,  that  there  is  no  principle  which  oufllit^ 
to  be  more  adhered  to  than  (he  Union  of  Church  and  Stall 
Tlii*y   have  gone   on   fitT^njftheniaff  and  su|>poftuig  ear 
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otli^r;  but  the  lueasure  proposed  h  culculate^i  lo  produce  a 
schism  in  th«m.  I  believe  that  those  who  recommood  this 
measure  arc  sincere  in  their  opinions  of  it»  nece^sit}';  and 
without  attnl>uting  any  vant  of  sincerity  to  them,  I  must 
ftay,  ihut  1  cannot  contemplate  it  in  the  mmc  Light  that  they 

I  do. 
An  argument  has  been  put  tbrth,  thin  evening,  my  Lords, 
namely,  that  the  mea!<urc  has  been  recommended  to  u»  by 
the  decision  of  the   House  of  Commons.     1  lun  far  from 
spying  that  this  is  not  a  strong  recommendation ;  but  amongst 
the  valuable  priTileges  of  the  House  of  Peers,  none  i»  vaott 
jmpcrtant  on  the  one  hand,  thnn  to  assist  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  any  measure  which  will  be  beneficial  to  tJie  country, 
and  on  the  other,  when  a  measure  is  not  benefleval,  Co  arrest 
it  in  it*  progress,     i  think  it  will  1>eeomc  the  Ho^iKemanfully 
to  declare  chat  tbii>  bill  ought  not  to  pasn,  that  wc  will  there- 
fore reject  it.     But,  in  support  of  the  bill  in  tlie  other  Ilouae 
Ifaey  huxl  a  mere  trilling  hesitating  majority — not  the  fair 
decision  of  the  grcut  council  of  the  nation,  nor  the  uncqui- 
-    vocal  declaration  of  their  opinion.     And  will  your  lordships 
Hbe  jiLnificd  in  pii»J«ing  a  measure  which  does  not  appear  to 
"be  the  ticnBe  of  the  country,  and  barely  tlw  sense  of  the 
■    HotLse  of  Commons? 

B     It  Iiati  been  also  said,  my  lords,  that  this  is  an  auspicious 
"time.     It  app'.'jirs  to  me  quite  llie  reverse.     The  attention  of 
n    the  country  from    the  highest  to  the  lowest;  lu-<  bifn  eit- 
Hgro8sed  with  the  consideration  of  this  question;  and  what- 
"cicr  nmy  He  (he  dpeision  of  this  nt^rht,  it  is  impossible  to 
suppose  that  it  will  not  occupy  their  deep  attention  for  wcnw 
lime  to  come.     According  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
rion,  the  time  cannot  be  far  distant  when  the  »en*e  of  the 
country  may  be  taken  in  the  most  direct  manner  upon  this 
subject-    We  will  then  know  with  tolerfthle  exactness  how 
to  appreciate  that  increase  of  converts,  as  they  have  been 
^^ailed,  to  the  Roman  Catholic  cause.     We  will  then  see  if 
BSre  arc  Justified  in  taking  that  boasted  majority  for  the  sense 
ofche  country.     1  think  not- 
Protestant  security,  my  lordfr,  re^iuires  Protestant  ascen- 
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dancy,  CoDcessions  to  the  Roman  Catholics  cannot  foQow, 
because  the  right  to  them  does  not  enst — juatiee  does  not 
exact  them — expediency  does  not  require  them — the  pubbo 
prosperity  cannot  be  JDcreased  by  granting  them — and  the; 
are  quite  iDCompatible  with  that  Protestant  ascendancy, 
which  is  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  empire. 


SPEECH 

OF  THE 

RIGHT  HONOURABLE  SIR  CHARLES  WETHERELL, 

ATTORKEV  OENEaAL  OF  EKGLAKD- 

Whek  the  order  of  the  day  was  moved  m  the  House  of  Comtaow, 
Mareh  23d,  1621,  for  taking  into  consideration,  the  ReportoT 
the  Roman  Catholic  Disability  Removal  Bill,  the  Right  Honourable 
and  Learned  Sib  Charles  (then  Mr.)  WETiiEasLx,  Ai^rouiT 
Gekeral  of  England,  addressed  the  House  in  the  following  hii- 
torical,  argumentative,  and  Constitudonal  language. 

Sir. — Id  resisting  the  further  progress  of  this  bill,  I  am  not 
about  to  contend  for  any  factious  or  unsubstantial  point,  but  fix 
a  leading  and  fundamental  principle  of  the  Protestant  Coiutk 
tution  of  this  country.  In  its  preamble  the  bill  asserts  as  i 
fact  that  there  was  a  time  when  Roman  Catholics  could  take 
the  oath  of  supremacy ;  and  it  is  proposed  therefore  to  re- 
store that  perverted  and  corrupted  oath  to  its  pristine  con^ 
tion,  and  to  put  such  a  construction  upon  it  as  to  render  ft 
again  palatable  to  Papists.  This  is  an  historical  untruth. 
There  never  was  a  time  when  the  oath  introduced  by  the 
two  statutes  of  Elizabeth  was  taken,  or  could  be  taken  by 
Roman  Catholics.  It  is  my  intention  neither  to  understate 
nor  to  overstate  any  thing;  but  I  understand  the  bill  to  ai- 
aert,  that  the  Roman  Catholics  were  always  ready  to  take 
the  oath  found,  in  the  two  statutes  of  Elizabeth,  according  to 
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tbc  meaning  snd  interpretalion  introduced  by  Quei-n  Kltzii- 
betb  into  her  aclmonition.  It  is  funher  aaserted^  that  il  is 
an  oftth  which  at  liM  time  mjty  safely  he  isxkcii  by  Konuin 
Otholics. 

Sir,  after  the  death  of  Mary,  Elizabeth  re-instated  the 
[Refonnatlon  as  it  vas  in  the  reign  of  ilenry  VITL  but  some 
[«trAng<}  gosslpirtg  Tales  got  ahroAcl,  that  the  queen  cUimcd 
I  the  snpreniacy  in  a  diffenmt  kind  and  quality  to  ibat  enjoyed 
by  her  royul  father;  accordingly  an  admonition  was  iaiiued, 
[addressed  "  to  mnple  men/'  to  counieraci  the  notion  t]M 
Iprcvmiledj  duU  she  demanded  a  tight  of  peritoiud  inini»tr}-  in 
[the  Church — such  as  the  clirisicning  of  inranrs,  the  church- 
ling  of  women,  and  so  forth ;  in  this  document  ^he  said,  that 
I"  she  did  not  challetige  any  power  of  adminijiteriiig  in  the 
[  Ciiurch,  wherein  lier  Mibjcct,i*  h.id  ljct.*n  much  abused  by  evil 
disposed  persons/'     This  was  alt  the  alEcration  made  by  hci 
ladmotuiion  And  injunction    on    the    oath    of  supreanacjr; 
"  ehnple  men''  hid  been  duped,  and  her  object  w:l!&  to  un- 
deceive them,  not  to  change  the  tintaieof  theoath,  which  in 
|Uio  Ktrongest  ami  most  comprehensive  terms  negalive-s  the 
cccleififtsttcAl  supremacy  of  die  1'opo  of  Rome.     If  a  Roman 
Catholic  could  take  the  oath  Chen,  there  is  no  reason  why  he 
«hotdd  not  t-ike  it  now.     Upon  this  point  1  throw  down  the 
gaiuitlet,  And  dare  any  man  to  prove  that  I  am  incorrect  in 
[my  assertion.     ' 

If  there  arc  persons,  Sir,  who  will  he  duped  or  imptmil 

upon  hy  the  assettion  of  the  pTOambte,  1  iim  one  of  the 

f  **  simple  men '  who  will  not  be  deceived  by  it.     Dismissing 

{ifrC  pri-^iiible  and  its  lu»lorical  untnith,  what  does  the  chitiM^ 

,pnmdc?    It  ought  only  to  have  added  to  the  oatli  the  ex- 

ptkin  in  Queen   Kltx«bctir»  injunction;    btii,   iastead   of 

aing  80,  it  goes  a  great  tleal  lurther  to  my  that  no  foreign 

power  has  superiority  or  Htipreinaey  whtcli  conHrctc  with  the 

civiJ  duties  or'  the  king's  subjects^  or  with  the  civil  rights  of 

the  king's  ccuns^  it  b  a  direct  cimmer  on  the  p^trl  of  the 

Konaan  ('atholics  of  what  Queen  Eliinbeih  had  dtvclaimed- 

For  x]m  reason  I  prefer   the  old  oath  to  the  new-    It  is  a 

^jnost  p4reiH>8icrousund  absurd  inist^itcment. 
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But,  Sir,  ii  It  not  entirely  to  the  <Mtb,  Lut  to  the  prmclptcg 
to  Uic  |wliticul  »ihI  f^viicral  coioe(|ut!i)ceii  vf  tlie  bili,  (baL^^f 
object.     One  politiciJ  effect  i^  to  ndmiL  Robuui  &itLial3^H 
le^talaiori^j  aiid  loeuable  tbeiu  to  liU  tbc  bi^bcat  dcpartrnvntv^^ 
of  tilt:  Stale,  with  two  exceptiouii;  and  tbU  catmot  be  altowed 
without  i^tKUngering  the  Pruti;stAat  coiiiiDUiiily.     It  ia  vorth 
wbili:  iQ  svQ  bow  this  object  is  outiihI  ioLoeflcct;  butr  tkie 
Roman  Catholic  scnaot^  of  thu  Crown  ntc  to  execute  ibv 
dutka  hiig>o»ed  upon  ihcni.     It  is  iidniittul  tliat  titey  ore  d(^^ 
to  lAt«rfcru  in  cccle^idsuca]  aifain:  ibjil  tltvy  arc  not  Lo  advii^H 
tlic  Cromt  as  to  any  cccle^tiajiiii:^  a|ipoiuaneiUa;  bo  th&t  tUs 
enabling^  capacitating,  uitthoniin^'   bill,  dmblc»p    lacapa* 
citatcs,  and  unauiborixe^  Homan  CiUhoLica^  with  rcj^ard  to 
all  itpiritual  concents* 

Suppoic,  Sir,  for  instance,  that  one  of  thcw  much-iojur 
and  bng-suAeriug   noblemen   ^as  appointed    secretary 
State^  or  premier  of  an  adxninistradonf  he  could  not  recota* 
mend  a  bishop,  or  fil]  up  any  ecde^iasdcal  preferment  vfiihin 
hiii  girt  or  |vitronitge.  The  French  b«ive  a  Mint^trv  dc  Cukaj 
but  such  an  officer  is  unknown  here ;  and  the  Roman  Catli 
lie  peer  can  only  be  half  a  minister,  with  half  the  poner 
half  the  duties  that  will  belong  to  a  Frot^^tsnt.    Tbiu  i 
bill,  ijreteiiding  to  erect  a  building,  only  half  coinpleicK  tl, 
and  Ic^vcsi  it  opoDi  naked,  and  unserviceable.     X)ii>  groat 
and  grosi  defect,  this  Bingular  absurdity,  ia  not  to  be  laid  bo 
the  charge  of  the  idot^ueot  gentleman  who  introduced  ihe 
bill:  the  neces«it)  ofthe  ca»e  compeU  tlic  iLiscrtion  of  it. 

True  it  i*,  Sir,  that,  in  such  a  case,  ecclesiastical  prefer- 
ments are  to  be  regulated  by  a  cominij^ioii,  and  that  coai- 
mimon  ia  to  be  named  by  the  Croivn;  but,  is  it  to  be  sup- 
posed, that  the  preniit:r  will  not  have  his  influence  in  tfak 
reupcct,  and  after  all  accompUsh  what  it  ia  the  intention  oC 
the  bill  to  avoid  ?  I  will  now  direct  the  attention  of  the  sup- 
porters of  this  measure  lo  the  privy  councillors  oath.  By 
this  oath,  the  priv^  councillor  is  bounds  not  to  adrisc  the 
monarch  on  tliis  or  that  paiticuUr  loeaaurei  but  on  ctctj 
tjucstion  connected  with  the  veil-being  of  the  ^tatc.  What 
b  the  conse<itiencc  i    ^Vhy,  if  this  mejLSurc  were  cnrriecl^ 
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nuist  alter,  not  only  the  oatli  imposed  by  the  statute  of 
Quern  Rltiuil^tTij  but  the  privy  ciiuiiciUur'H  o»th  also.  <« 

But,  Sir,  if  illy  Boinan  Cathulic  Jntcrfcres  ip  ecclcslasdcal 
muiurs,  what  petmlty  is  mnixui  to  attach  tj  die  iiifiuciion  of 
tliv  law  ?  In  it  a  fine  of  Gs.  &/.,  or  uf  ^.  4i/.  f  I  contend 
that  the  sijpiKirtcrt  of  the  Uill,  whoconsiOiT  thos^cxclDHons 

I  as  contrary  to  the  liglitj^  of  the  :»ubjcct,  aiKL  injurious  to  that 
fa^  and  honourable  amhilian,  which  no  maji  more  ardently 
admtn^v  tliun  I  do,  cannot  gt\t  to  chti  Roman  Catholic  an 
oxalrcd  situation  in  tliv  State,  without  expunging  the  oath 
of  Clisabech,  and  entirely  altering  that  adaiuustcred  to  a 
ftirj  councillor.  With  respect  to  the  interference  with 
«ecle«lastlaii  authority,  this  point  can  be  lUustmtcd  in  a  xcry 
easy  manner.     Suppose  a  Roman  Catholic  hotila  the  office 

I  of  lord  chauiherlaJn^  he  could  not  even  appoint  a  chaplain 
in  ordinary  ti>  his  Majesty:  so  thai  whateyer  ccclesU^iical 
duty  is  attached  to  the  office,  die  Roman  Catholic  liberators 
take  care  to  transfer  tVtim  him,  and  to  impose  the  pcrform- 
&nc£  of  that  duty  upon  others. 
Agabp  Sir,  what  will  bo  the  effect  of  tbo  bill  with  respect 
to  Roman  Catholics  sent  out  to  govern  any  of  our  colonies? 
I  It  wdi  be  described  as  a  very  hard  thing  that  a  man  who  hat 
diatiognbhed  himself  at  Waterloo,  idiouhl  be  prevented,  on 
account  of  Ills  religion  fr^nn  going  out  as  governor  of  Jamaica, 
or  of  any  other  of  our  West  India  posgesslone.  But  if  he 
were  sent  out  under  thi«  hili,  what  musE  we  do  with  htniF 
Why,  be  mu^t  proceed  to  his  destination  in  one  frigate,  and 
his  ecclestasticai  coadjutor  in  another.  TAe  goremor  ^  u 
cotont/  refireseftt*  the  sovereign-  He  has  ecclenatttcul  power; 
in/act^  he  is  the  Head  qf  Mr  Church  in  that  colony.  IVhai* 
^ter  potter  the  king  posseascs  in  ccciesiasHcat  matters,  Ar» 
repreJiatting  the  khtg,  hua  a  right  to  exercise^  "  Bill,"*  say 
gentlemen,  "  how  tinJLi;»t  it  i»  that  a  brave  man  who  has  lost 
a  liinb  in  your  servjcf,  shutild  be  debarred  from  procccdii^ 
to  llie  colonies — from  enjoying  a  splendid  retirement  as  the 
-reward  of  his  servicesT^  And  how  do  those  gentlemen 
propose  lo  get  over  this  injustice?     Why,  by  placing  the 
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Roman  Cntholic  In  Uic  |M>ftve^on  of  an  office^  ihc  duti 
of  vhkh  he  cannot  pcribrm ! 

But,  Sir,  vhat  i&  likely  to  occur  at  tlie  Coondl  Board  f  I^ 
b  well  knonn  tluiC  vartuu.<»  diKiiuUtSj  comiectird  vkli  eccki^u 
Ileal  iiutcerfi,  arc  referred  ta  it  for  decision.     Tli«  «:on£{^ 
quence  must  be,  that,  whenever  a  cose  of  an  ccclcsiasticd 
nature  is  called  on  at  the  Council  Board,  IVlr.  Bullerwlil  li«      I 
compoUcd  to  say  to  any  Roman  Cnibolic  privy  councHlor      ' 
preaem — "  You  must  leave  the  Board,  or  you  mW  be  guilqaJ 
of  ail  infnLCtion  of  the  law' — Tlus  Is  ihc  mode  in  vhi^^^ 
gcfttLomen  intend  to  conciltftte  the  feelings  of  the  Roman 
C&tbolic !     Not  &  day  nould  pa^  ^ithouE.  tbe  occurrc]tc«  of 
aome  circumslanccs  far  more  grating  to  the  findings  of  tba^ 
ItomAi)  Catholic  than  aay tiling  vhich  can  happen  at  pres 
It  will  be  f^ecesaftry,  dravn  up  a.>  Uib  bill  is,  to  bave  i 
indivi^iuals  m  orcry  olfice  of  tbc  StaU^;  one  to  perform  i 
ciiil,  the  other  to  t^  care  of  the  ecclesiastical  dul^. 

Sir,  we  are  earnestly  called  upon  to  aclmii  the  Romofi" 
Catholics  to  political  power.     But,  are  we  to  admit  them  4^y 
the  hazard  of  overturning  all  the  otd-cstablishcd  offices  il^| 
the  btate  ?    As  the  bill  stainlfi,  Utey  cannot  be  admitted  to     I 
the  old  oSices;  new  ones  munc  be  formed  for  llkem.     QciUle* 
men  who  are  in  favour  of  their  claims  say,  '*  ^^'c  wisb  the 
Houian  Catholics  to  participato  in  oxisung  oilices,'  b\iX  if 
tltcy  arc  placed  in  thoao  oHice?,  they  cannot  perform 
duties  attached  to  tUetni 

It  must  be  conceded  to  rac»  Sir,  that  no  Roman  Ca 
can  come  into  Pariiainent  irithout  poEscasijig  the  rigUl 
orijfiniituij^ new  lawe,     !  >iill  ikotstoptoint^uirewhainum 
of  Roman  Catholics  are  Likdy  to  be  elected,  alUiough  1  da 
not  think  with  a  ri^lit  hoiiouiablc  gentleman  tliut  not  moire 
than  tweiity-foLir  will  be  likely  to  gain  admisMon.     Ihosc 
who  support  the  bill  nifkj  **  What  danger  can  be  apprehended 
from  a  few  Roman  Catliolic  tnetnbci'.^ '"     i  he  number  Is! 
(o  be  returned  U  described  as  exceedingly  limited^ 
muUes  IN  gMfgiie  raHo.     But  1  will  remind  the  IIouav, 
twenty-four  members  niuy  carry  a  great  <{ne!<tion.     1  will  noi 
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Che  vices  but  from  the  virtues  of  Uie  Roman 
Catboltc  txKly ;  urn)  I  vill  »a)-,  dint  tf  thu  »timc  pwer  be 
given  lo  then]  which  the  PtoixstuuU  cnjoyi  if  thc^-  be  hooest 
men,  thuv  wiU  eiifi<!a>  our  to  promote  the  ijiterci^tH  of  thdr  ova 
cbarcb*  Tticjr  muky  eieri  coiucieiitiotisl/  »ct  Uf^ivt  th«  Pro- 
ceitant  ChurcU  which  ibey  are  toiight  to  conatdor  less  vorthy 
N,    thuutlKtrowit. 

K     Gentk-men   urgiie,  that   there  Is  a  great  booniistciic^ 

Bin  grmtting  tbc  clcctHv  francliine  to  the  RoDuif^  CatboUca, 

Band  refu^g  to  kt  ihcm  sU  in  Pailiumctit.     I  cantKrtsee  any 

iDC0D»i»tency  id  allowing  them  to  elect  I^rotestant  represeii- 

tfttiv€S>  uhhough,  foi"  the  safety  of  the  Constitution,  they  are 

N     tbeniH-Kfrs  cxctudcKl  from  PurliameDt-     But  the  ^drocates 

B  of  the  bill  say,  *^  You  have  conceded  a  f^reat  deal,  and  you 

"  tnuat  concede  a  great  d^al  marc-" — Many  gendemen^  forming 

i^a  galaxy  of  cmiucT^t  omtorv  and  »tutt.^fnirn,  have  censured 

BliOBD  So^tKBf;,  vhO|  tbey  obaCTVC,  grunted  aomething  at  the 

^  Revoluiion,  hut  not  enough.     Let  those  gentlemen,  hovrerer, 

take  cjiTc  U^  die  ftame  ridicule  which  is  now  cast  on  Lord 

Somers  may  not  hereeftcr  be  applied  to  ibetnsalves.     Per- 

bips  it  wJU  at  a  fnture  period  be  ssdd  of  them—'"  It  \»  true 

they  have  granted  a  good  de.-d,  hut  they  ha%-c  not  granted 

1^     aU/'^'Such  will  l>v  tUe  language  of  those  vho  nill  not  he 

B  aatisiled  unless  every  thing  be  conceded  lo  themr  and  who 

r  vill  exert  (heir  utmost  power  to  arme  ac  the  attaiument  of 

I  their  wjatieft — jVi/  actum  rrptttan/i  ti  quiti  xupcrcvtcl  agen- 
Am. 
1  hare  no  deubt^  Sir,  that  those  who  introduce  this  bill 
fuean  that  it  mI^oII  be  an  uUinatutn — a  final  measure,  litit 
■who  is  to  bind  potency  ?  I  do  not  think,  that,  id  point  of 
iaet,  vre  are  laying  down  a  £xed  and  irrevocable  settlement, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  we  are  laying  down  a  ground  on 
whicli  other  dnnandK  and  concessions  ore  hereafter  to  be 
made.  At  one  period,  indivitlu^ds  were  examined  for  the 
inirpose  of  ieaming  what  concessions  would  put  nn  end  to 
all  Airlhor  demand?  One  of  the  persons  thus  interrof^ated 
said,  that  ^"mancip.ition  n  not  thotiglit  more  of  than  the  drop 
,  of  ink  with  whicli  the  word  is  wntlcni   but  if  it  went  to 
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reGere  the  Ront&n  Catholic  from  the  burden  of  utbes,it 
would  be  considered  as  worth  Eocnethipg.  Whac  are  geoclfr- 
mtMi  <Win^  ?  We  are  making  a  baigain  belveen  two  partk^ 
without  knowiftg  whether  one  of  the  partita  will  atrtde  by 
the  aTTangomcnt.  1  wiU  appeal  to  the  noUle  lord  (Cavtlir 
reagh)  whose  diplomatic  talenta  hare  been  90  serviceable  lo 
the  country,  whctlier,  in  the  course  of  hh  cxpeneiKC,  lii* 
has  ever  heard  of  a  contract  having  been  drftwn  up  between 
two  £tAtcs,  wbcn  it  was  not  known  whcdicr  one  of  tbe  tin> 
conti'Bcting  parties  would  sgree  to  tbe  tenn3  proposed? 
Looking  Co  the  pai)ers  connected  with  this  ques(io[i>  I  find 
that  there  is  no  one  lo  represent  the  Pope,  no  one  to  repre- 
sent the  Cardinals,  no  one  to  represent  the  Bishops;  in  short, 
no  person  to  represent  one  of  the  parties,  namely,  the  Clergf , 
who  are  deeply  interested  on  this  occajtion.  So  that  wh«o 
Parliainent  puL»  the  wax  on  one  aide  of  the  agreement,  tW 
party  who  has  not  been  consulted  might  turn  the  otlier  si4e 
to  the  fire.  Under  all  these  circumstances  1  look  upon  tka 
work  not  as  done,  l>ut  only  as  begiimiag  to  be  done, 

Sir.*-Those  who  oppose  the  bill,  arc  taunted  as  narrow* 
minded  and  illiberal  men;  but  I  will  quote  individuals;  and 
the  man  can  scarcely  be  accused  of  illiberalicy  who  chiokfl  is 
they  di<L  Mr.  Locke,  a  writer  of  sober  mind,  never  heiU 
tated  to  fiay  that  the  profesdon  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
gion  in  this  country  is  a  ntatter  of  coLeration.  Again,  if 
look  to  wrileri  of  a  diflerent  class,  who  indulged  in  virion 
and  theoretic  systems  of  government — ftuch  meoi  for  instance, 
as  UottBRs,  SiDNSY,  Qrd  tlAiiiaKt^TON,  all  of  whom  were 
liberal  in  their  sentiments — we  will  find  that  every  one 
them  laid  it  down  as  a  principle,  tliat  a  w>n-€onforwht  to 
fioiional  CAitrch  u  not  to  be  admitfed  to  ike  national  t'otin. 
or  to  the  national  Parliament.  Every  cue  is  aware  that 
republican  Athens  a  non-conformist  to  the  naliomd  reK; 
was  not  allowed  losit  nithcM-n^tc;  jtiul  in  republican  R' 
the  maji  who  did  not  profess  the  natkinal  religion  was 
employed  in  the  business  of  the  state.  Whether  we  examioe 
the  sober  opinions  of  Lord  Somcrs  and  Mr.  LockF,  or  the 
less  sober  M^ntiaicnts  of  (lio»e  viaionur>-  writen  to  whom  1  ha 
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rvfcTTi'd,  it  will  be  found,  Uint  the  same  priociple of  excluaioQ 
i»  uiaiiititij)(;d  hy  tlicoi  uU.     Such  U  the  upiiuuii  of  vvtsrj  re- 
dpectjtble    vrrUvr  on    the    subject — with    one  exception*— I 
allude  to  Dr.  Palcv,  who  olnvnc^,  thiit  Roman  Catliolics 
ad  ProieataDtH  may  meet  iQ  Pttrliameiit  iu  a«  fri«Jtdly  a 
manner  as  if  they  annemUled  to  dbcuHs*  queatmm  of  bifttwy 
vr  pliilu^ophy.     Now,  I  cmingt  ooQCvivv  thst  Protc&tontS 
jtiid  Rotimn  Cstfaolics  could  okcC  in  Parliament  in  precise^ 
Xbc  ^aitie  wa^  ufj  if  tliey  ttsaeuiblcd  lo  form  a  horiua  siccus, 
vv  to  (liKcu.^s  vomc*  point  reUitive  to  l\:e  natLiral  hinlory  vf 
bird^  bL-3»t£,  and  fighes.     Such  questions  as  these  arc  not 
Iculaied  to  excite  those  passions  which  qtie&liom  connected 
iih  stauoii,  property,  right.%  and  itimiuniue.^  muftt  produce. 
In  addition,  Sir,  to  those  whom  I  hare  mentioned  as  hold- 
ig  ibc  doctrines  which  I  profess,  I  may  alao  name  Loito 
Jlo9*LV.v,   Lord  AiicKLAMD.  and  Lohd    Boltos  ;    the  two 
iter  noblemen  having  held  the  office  of  secretary  for  Ire* 
-^individuals  on  wlio#u  o]>iiiioim  1  will  pUco  us  much 
eas  on  those  of  the  right  honourable  gent^nian  bdow 
We  are  informed  that  Mr.  Fox,  Mr,  Whllbreod,  Sir 
8.  Rotnilly,  and  Sir  A.  Piggott,  were  favourable  to  tlie  Ro- 
man Catholic  cause ;  but  when  [  mention  Lobd  Someks  and 
Mr-  Lck:i:e,  an<l  the  thiferent  writers  I  liave  previously  ad- 
verted to,  the  balance*,  as  far  as  names  go,  is  entirely  on 
H  ^'ur  side, 

H     Sir, — The  honourable  niember  for  Knareaborougb,  (Sir 

Vj.  Mackintosh,)  whom  we  all  consider,  on  subjects  of  his- 

^tory,  asa  sort  of  profcawor  in  this  House,  tells  us,  that  in 

speaking  of  the  power  of  the  Pope,  we  are  not  to  argue  from 

occurrences  that  have  taken  place  in  barbarous  times.     1 

will  not  detain  tlie  House  with  any  allusion  to  the  ^^panlsh 

Annida,  to  Titus  Gates:;  Plot,  or  to  matters  which  have 

pened  at  a  very  remote  pertod;  but  1  will  refer  to  what 

occurred  in   1T6S;  on l>  about  twenty  years  before  the 

fj'rench   itevolution,  when  the  Pope  excooHnunicated  the 

Council  of  the  prince  of  Parma.     The  French  Government 

took  u]i  the  ?itibjecC,  and  the  Preuch  |>atUame£it  in  I76S,  and 

ch  King  in  177£^  made  it  high  tre.is(>n  to  hold  any 
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communicBdon  with  the  See  of  Rome.  Now,  Sir,  what  ate 
W6  going  to  do  ?  We  are  going,  by  the  other  bill,  to  legid- 
m&te,  in  the  See  of  Rome,  that  right  of  conununicatioD — 
that  right  to  carry  on  a  secret  correspondence — which,  in 
1772,  was  made  high  treason  in  France.  In  1791,  the  French 
National  Assembly  decreed,  that  no  such  correspondence 
should  be  carried  on  with  the  See  of  Rome.  So  that  we  aie 
about  to  declare,  that  no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  fron 
a  system,  which  one  of  the  most  powerful  monarchies  in  Eu- 
rope deemed  it  necessary  to  forbid,  lest  it  would  operate 
prejudicially  to  the  State. 

I  consider,  Sir,  this  bill  as  eradicating  from  the  Brituh 
Constitution  a  principle,  the  rooting  out  of  which  will,  sooner 
or  later,  involve  the  country  in  disturbiuice.  I#ay  sooner  or 
later  i  for  it  will  be  found,  that,  because  we  have  given  a 
great  deal,  much  more  will  be  demanded  from  our  poateri^. 
The  principle  of  this  bill  evidently  is,  that  it  shall  go  to  a 
given  length,  and  that  hereafter  this  given  length  will  be  en- 
larged and  amplified.  I  see  nothmg  like  finality  in  the  bill; 
on  the  contrary,  I  view  it  as  an  opening  through  whicb 
future  demands  are  to  be  made* 
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fir  tlic  HoLiEe  ofrommons.  April  ^Ist,  13^5,  wtieii  the  onler  oftlic 
d«y  for  reauiriiiiK  i^it-  adjoitined  ileUati*  on  the  lu  cond  rending  of 
(lu  "  Romiiii  Cutliolit  isni"  was  root^r-d,  ehc  llii^ht  HonounibV« 
Hr??»:T  (loti.nrnst  Cliiof  SecTctiiry  W  Irt^nnd,  acMn^sj^ed  tlj« 
Hr>u^;f^  m  tlit^  fblloiviiiju;  nervcns,  argumcnUlivc,  and  trxiJy  Pro- 
lOrt^nt  nTflrtiotl. 

liA,— 'I  liAve^  on  B  former  Dccauton^  endeavoured  toim- 
jnvaa  no  tlie  initidn  ut  ^t'litli^uieii,  tbtiL  Uic  conUrnts  of  the 
Wn  now  htrfcjtc  iht*  Housr,  aftard  >trorg  cvklence  chat  we 
will  mt'tir  danger  by  aduptmij;  tKu  course  we  arc  now  called 
upon  to  pursue.  I  stated  then,  Sir,  and  I  will  repeat  it,  that 
1  caauoc  comprehend  the  necessity  of  introducing  all  these 
securities,  unle&i  danger  be  upprehended.  I  propon:  now 
to  cxftmine  t):u  nature  of  thoM*  »ecuritie!<,  to  sl-c  liow  far  they 
are  applicable  to  meet  the  danger  which  tliey  are  intended  to 
guard  against,  an<l  to  inquire  in  what  degree  they  are  caicu* 
latf  d  to  afford  protection  agmnot  the  rialis  vhlch  are  lUcely 
to  be  uicurrcd. 

Those  Becttrities,  Sir,  are  of  three  descriptions :  first,  the 
dectaraiioAii  winch  are  contauied  in  the  preamble  of  the  hill, 
ftcoond,  the  o:ith$  rc<jniml  to  be  tiiken  in  r«;rlain  cjisev,  and, 
third,  that  which  is  considered  the  great  security,  the  com* 
mission  for  the  purpose  of  assuring  the  Crown  of  the  loyalty 
of  tboMc  who  arc  hereafter  to  hold  high  ^ituationa  in  the  Ro* 
man  Catholic  Church,  by  stipcrintetKling  and  controlling  tlie 
corrcs|iondence  between  the  Koinan  Catholic  bishops  uid 
Ibreign  powen. 

With  respect.  Sir,  to  the  first  chis*  of  seciirities-^thoae 
eontiuned  in  ihe  preamble  ol'  the  bill — diey  tlo  not  appear  to 
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mc  to  be  in  nny  degree  ralid.  .  The  first  pari  of  the  preamble 
relalCB  CO  the  Prolcslant  succession  to  the  Throne  of  Uiew 
realms,  which  it  sets  forth  is  "  esiabliFhed  permanently  nnd 
inviolably*"  At  present,  the  pToie»t{iiicisn)  of  the  TIuoM] 
oi)d  nUo  ihe  Protestambm  of  Parlinmcnt,  are  provided  foi 
iiut  ihf.*  inonn^m  this  bill  is  passed,  the  Protcstanlisim  of  ll 
Crown  bting  preserved,  it  is  dedared  thai  it  will  be  of  co 
oonseqiMMice  what  is  tho  religious  persuasion  of  those  wlio 
lill  high  |K>Utical  offices  in  the  State.  It  is  important  to 
know  bow  far  this  arrangement  is  jiatbtfactury  to  those  wii 
whom  we  are  now  treating.  Wc  ought  to  comiiler  how 
thi»  Gstabhi^icd  ProEcstanti&m  of  theCrown,  on  which 
so  mueh  rely,  is  likely  to  be  attended  to:  we  ought  to  e 
mine  into  the  degree  of  depeiHlence  which  can  be  birlf 
placed  on  those  who  call  for  iUh  bill.  I  think.  Sir,  i  see  i 
this  measure,  no  flight  indiciitionof  thufcehngon  this 
of  those  who  are  to  be  benetited  by  this  bill.  In  ray  opii 
so  tiir  from  thi:^  Fro  testa  ritiftm  of  the  Oovn  being  viewed  b^ 
tlii«  measure  at  inviolably  fixedg  it  is  considered  as  a  matter 
that  has  its  Emits. 

It  is  quite  clear,  Sir,  that  those  who  arc  connected  wil^ 
the  meii»ure,  cnst  forward  their  views  to  that  period  wbed 
tliG  Crown  will  be  no  longer  Protestant.  This  h  apparent 
from  the  letter  of  a  gentleman  whose  opinions  on  tlib  c|uc»- 
tion  have  very  great  weight,  and  whoac  evidence  before  tl 
committee  has  lentled  to  alter  the  sentiments  of  the  hoiNnii' 
able  member  for  Annagh  (Brownlow)  on  tliit  subject 
allude,  Sir,  to  Mr.  O'Connell,  who  has  taken  care  to  gua: 
himsctf  most  sedulously  in  bis  exprc^vM^iK  on  this  point. 
That  gentleman  said,  **  tlmt  the  inviolability  of  the  Pro< 
testant  succession  would  be  maintained  in  the  present  sui 
cession.  There  i^'as  no[  one/'  he  observed,  '*  amongst  t 
Roman  Catholics,  ubo  would  wish  to  see  it  altered ;  in  tliat 
feeling  the  Roman  Catholics  all  concurred-"  Hut  docs  not 
tbia  point  nt  a  period  when  the  present  family  might  beco: 
extinct?—^  contingency  to  which  I  advert  with  the 
anxious  desire  and  feeling  lluil  swch  a  period  may  be  &r  dt 
tant.     Uoes  not  this  seem  to  suppose,  that  n  |»eriod  migb 
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arrive  wli^^n  Roman  Cmliolics  may  become  eligible  (o  tlie 

^      The  next  point,  Sir,  to  wliicli  ihc  prcnmblo  ndvorts,  is  the 
B  dtscEpEine  of  iIk-  Pn>tc«l;mi  lipi;(coi>nl  Churcli  of  EngUml 
H  and  Irt-laiki,  irhicli  is  to  be  permanently  and  inviol&bly  c^ta- 
^  blislicil,  in  conformity  tt»!i  ibe  Act  of  Union.     If  Icorrccily 
umlrr^Uuid  the  Act  of  Union,  (he  fair  construction  of  that 
at-c  is,  that  tbe  only  establlabiuent  shall  \>c  the  Protestant 
EpiHTopa]  Cliurcb  of  iMiglaiiil  and  Irobnd,  as  it  existed  at 
ttf.*  liuie  of  iho  Union.     1  do  not  think  it  vras  intended,  at 
any  period  wbnterer,  to  pUce  any  other  religion  on  a  level 
with  ilii'  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  England  and  Ire- 
huid;  but  I  have  nr)  difTicidty  in  raying,  that  there  Is,  in  tbe 
bill  htrfore  the  llou>^e,  the  fini  leoognition  of  the  Roronn 
CkIk^Iic  Chnrch  if)  Ireland*     1  hsoe hcArd  niT  ri;^hi  honoor- 
I      able  and  If^arned  friend,  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland^ 
Hr(Mr.  IMunbetr,)  dhcufts  th)»  question;  and  whic  has  be  said? 
^  He  seated,  that  50  long  m  imlittdiinlH  remain  merely  bbhops 
I     of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  fit  Ireland,  it  is  legal  and 
■proper ;  but  that  «hen  they  denomiiiate  themselveB  biEbopa 
>     of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  Ireland,  it  in  illegal  imd 
impro|)€r.     And  yet.  Sir,  what  are  wo  iiou'  culled  upon  to  do  I 
We  are  a»ked  to  recoginze  fkermanently  u  body  of  bishops  of 
tlie  Romnn  Cailtolic  Church  of  Jrcluiul,  who  are  to  lie  paid 
out  of  the  ^^eneral  funds  oi  this  country.     Then?  is  no  one 
provision  which  I  can  discover,  which  goofi  to  preserve  the 
EHt.-iblisbed  Proteaiani  Kpi&eopal  Cliurch  of  England  and 
Irehtnd  jis  it  wan  reco^utxrd  at  ihe  Union*     The  Protestant 
Chiu^b  of  Ireland  was,  at  the  Union,  punn^Luently  Hxed,  as 
the  E^ablishcd  Church  of  that  countr)'.    Dot  now  an  attempt 
Is  nude  to  place  on  a  level  with  it  the  Roman  Caihotic 
Church  in  Ireland.     When  we  see  this,  can  we  be  idle 
enough  to  siipf>05e  that  any  confidence  can  be  placed  in  the 
pompous  dccbrations  willi  whkb  the  measure  is  aceompa- 
itied  i 

I  cDiue,  in  the  next  place.  Sir,  to  the  supposed  security 
u  Mcti  will  1w  derived  from  the  oath^  that  are  to  be  admiius* 
i\  iv\l  to   Roman  C:Uholtcs.     And  here  I  agree  with  die 
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mc  to  be  in  snjr  d«gr«e  Talid.  The  fir»t  p&rt  of  the  pr^au 
relates  to  the  Protestxnt  succession  to  tJic  TJ3fx>nc  of  tlie 
reahaa,  whicb  it  sct«  forth  U  "  established  pcnnai>cntly  kkI 
inviolably-"  At  present,  the  rrolpstamiam  of  the  ThroDe, 
and  uUo  the  Protestantism  of  FarliameDt,  are  provided  for; 
btit  the  moment  this  bill  ih  pjtsscd,  the  ProCe»tantii 
Crotvn  >>inng  pn;scrvcd,  it  is  dccUred  that  it  wilt 
comequonce  what  is  the  religious  persuafiton  of  those  ^ 
fiU  high  |H>Iftical  oHiceit  ia  the  State.  It  is  impor 
fcnovr  hovr  far  thi«  nrrangtmcnt  is  satisfactory  to  those  i 
vhctn  we  are  now  treating.  We  ought  to  consider  hov^ 
this  o«tablished  Protestantism  of  the  Crown,  on  whicli  { 
so  much  rcl}',  is  likely  to  be  attended  to:  we  ought  lo 
mine  into  the  degree  of  dependence  whidi  can  be  M 
placed  on  those  who  call  for  this  bill.  1  think,  Sir,  I  bc«{ 
tlib  mcusure,  no  slight  indication  of  the  feeling  on  ihii 
of  chose  who  are  to  be  benefited  by  this  biil.  In  my  m 
so  far  from  this  Protcstantbm  of  the  Crown  being 
this  measure  as  inviolably  fixed,  it  is  comidered  as  a  i 
that  has  its  limits. 

It  is  quite  clear^  Sir,  that  those  who  are  connected ' 
the  measure,  ca^t  forward  their  views  to  that  jienod 
the  Crown  will  be  no  longer  Protcftant  Tht^  h  appo 
from  the  letter  of  a  gentleman  whose  opinions  on  this  cfl 
tion  hare  very  ^reat  weight,  and  whose  evidence  before  j 
committee  h^  teiuled  to  aU^r  the  sentinaenta  of  the  lioc 
able  member  for  Armagh  (Brownlow)  on  thi>  »»ubjcet 
allude,  Sir,  to  Mr.  O'Conncll,  nho  hiiK  iakvn  care  to  gui 
himself  most  sedulously  in  hU  expic&sions  on  this  pc 
That  gentleman  said,  "  that  the  inviolability  of  tbe 
testjint  succession  would  be  maintained  in  the  present  i 
cession.  There  was  not  one/'  he  observed,  "  amongst 
Roman  Catholics,  who  would  wish  to  see  it  altered ;  in  i 
feeling  tlie  Roman  Catholics  all  concurred/'  Hut  docs' 
tliU  point  at  tt  period  when  the  present  faniily  migbt  bee 
extinct?— a  cortingency  to  which  I  advert  witli  the  moll 
anxious  desire  and  feeling  that  such  a  period  may  be  far  dt$ 
tant.     Doos  not  this  seem  to  suppose,  that  a  period  mi 
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tfrirlve  whet\  Roman  C«tbo!icd  nuy  bccomo  eligible  (o  tlic 

liht  next  polnlr  Sir,  to  ivbich  the  prcnniblc  Ac]vcyt«,  is  the 
^ipli&c  of  tbc  Protc«tAnt  Epiftcojvil  Church  of  Englend 
md  tri'lBad,  irliitrh  15  lo  be  permjin^mtly  ami  ifiv>oLi1>ly  ctttt* 
blulcd,  in  conformitj^  with  iU«  Act  of  L 'mon>     If  I  corcectly 
Dnd«ffltui«l  tbc  Act  of  Uiiw>ii,  the  fmr  constmclion  of  that 
Etal  the  nolj  ^st.iblbhmcnt  ahaQ  lie  the  PrQtesUnt 
i-i^,-j|HA|  Church  of  England  nnJ   IrcUnd,  09  it  cxiaccd  at 
Uk  boM  of  the  Unton,     1  do  not  think  it  was  intended.  At 
njpcrioil  wbiitcvcr,  to  pLtcc  Atiy  other  religion  on  o  lord 
'iTtlitbc  Protestant  K)>JacopAl  Cliurcb  of  Knghinil  and  Irc- 
knd;  but   I  have  no  dlflicuhy  m  na}-mg,  thit  ihcrv  la,  m  die 
^  Wforc  the  IIoiivHT,  the  lir«t  recognition  of  the  Roman 
IVIiolic  Church  in  IrclAnd.     1  have  hcftrd  nty  n^^ht  honour- 
^aml  Icftrnccl  incml,  ihc  Attorney  General  fov  Irvhuul^ 
Qlr.Phtnkcttf)dbca»»thi.t<)ucat)o«;   and  what  baa  hoanid? 
BiFKatrdf  thnt  sq  long  «»  in^livitltinln  rcmani  merely  hbhopzt 
tfliv  Romiin  Catbotic  Chi.irch  ijn  h<cUn<l,  it  U  legal  ami 
7n>pcri  but  tliat  when  tbcy  dGnomioatc  tbcmAolvcs  bbhopa 
Roman  Catholic  Church  tff  Ireland,  it  is  ilLegnl  and 
er.     And  yet«  Sir,  what  ar^;  wc  uov  called  upon  to  do  ? 
ite  a^kird  to  recopiize  ijermancncly  a  body  of  bitiliopa  of 
^nttin  CathDiiG  Church  of  Irctnnd,  who  atc  to  be  jutiJ 
the  f^cncral  fuiid»  of  lhi«  country.     There  i^  no  one 
in  wbicb  I  can  diMOvcr,  which  goca  to  preserve  the 
islied  Prolt-M^int  Kpiacofal  Church  of  EngUnd  and 
I  u  it  was  recogniv^cd  at  the  Union-     The  Prolcalant 
of  Ireland  wit»,  at  the  Union,  permanently  fixed,  aa 
bliehrd  Church  of  that  country.    But  now  an  attempt 
G  to  place  on  a  Lcvol  nith  it  the  Uu:jiau  Catholic 
in   Ireland.     Wlit-n  we  «ce  tbia,  can  ire  be  idJo 
to  9;jp|H>A(:  that  any  confidence  can  be  ptaccd  in  the 
IS  dccUraiionn  with  which  the  mofi^urc  i«  accompo* 


ae,  hi  the  n*!xt  place,  Sir,  to  the  anppo^cd  security 
\xi  <lcriv<td  fiom  the  oath^  thnl  arc  to  be  ndminia- 
[xo    Itonuin  Catholics-     And  here  1  agree  with  the 
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1  come  nov,  Sir,  to  the  rliinl  KccuHt;  which  tlie  bill  pro 
pows  to  establish.  Tlili  Is  the  appointment  of  a  commi 
i»wn  of  four  Jloman  Catholic  l)ti;iiop»i  for  tlic  purpose 
rcgutniing  the  intoironrsc  of  tlic  Sec  of  Rome  -wUli  I 
Majesty's  subjects  in  Ireland.  Bul^  even  hare  tbe  bill  does 
'not  provide  that  tliey  should  dUclose  all  tliat  uiay  be 
tallied  in  such  intercotirfte,  nov.  Indeed,  any  pan  of  it,  uii 
they  shall  be  of  opinion  thnt  it  U  injurious  to  tJic  trnnquillii 
of  the  kingdom;  thus  leaving  ilwm  to  be  the  sole  judges 
the  qiiestioit.  1  do  not  kno'Ev,  Sir,  by  vho&e  advice  or 
whoT^c  itugg'otion,  this  new  cabinet  has  been  fomoed^  or 
what  principle  of  ConsiUuiiona]  jwlicy  U  is,  that  a  coi 
aioii  ol  four  Hoinaii  Catholic  bi«liops  is  tlioughc  ntcvKi^rj 
adviEi!  his  MaJ4!sly  on  matters  of  such  linporwncc  ri  Ui 
traiiquilUiy  and  sa:eiy  of  tlw?  Slate,  SUlUeas,  Sir.cati  I  pci 
c^ve  wlijit  ^reat  advnntigt^H  may  be  cxi^ected  to  i^esult  fron 
ibij  eomini«f:ron,  whose  chtcfj  if  not  boU;  duty  will  be,  t» 
report  only  snoh  maticrs  as  trill  he  jwrftcEly  tnrcxioaE, 
That  much  mi:ichicf  may  be  donu  by  a  conimi&^ton  intruitctl 
with  such  powers,  1  see  too  plainly;  and»  If  1  vere  a  perton 
desirous  of  carrying  on  an  intercourse  dangerous  in  liniGof 
peace,  or  traitorous  in  lime  of  vrur,  1  nould  wish  for  w 
more  eiltcient  engine  than  this  coiamixsion.  I  congratulfttf 
Kn^laud  npr>n  the  proCcctton  ^vhich  has  been  tlius  proihltd 
for  her  Esiablishaicat,  for  the  security  of  her  civil  and  n:li- 
gious  liberties,  ami  upon  the  appointnient  of  four  Roma3 
Catholic  bishops  to  be  rhe  guardians  of  the  Proiesuntn 
gion!  So  much  for  tbe  protection  which  tc  was  taid 
been  tsuM^d  agaimt  the  possibility  of  innovation!  So  iqui 
for  the  premium  which  wa^  held  out  for  mating  concessi 
to  tbe  lUman  Catholics! 

Bui,  iSir,  f  »haU  perhaps  tte  told,  that  not  only  these 
^tlter  ailvfuitugcs,  arc  aftcnvartUi  to  spring  up  and  to   be 
introdun^d  when  tbe  hw  now  proposed   shall   have  been 
-caiTK'tl  into  full  effect.     I  know  ihalit  is  the  favourite  pubcv 
of  those  gentlemen  who  advocate  ibis  bill,  to  keep  out 
«i^bt  many  of  ihe  ulterior  measures  wUb  whlcli.  If  ti  sboul 
t»ni:e  be  carried,  tbey  hope  to  follow  it  up.    On  such,  h 
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ever,  as  met  the  public  viev,  I  itliall  make  a  few  obseiratiom, 
In  die  tint  place,  it  is  offered  to  give  up  llic  francliiAe  of  tlic 
forty-siiillms  freeholders;  and  this  is  presented  its  « itoH  of 
6ontrjf  cithei'  to  imluec  the  Houae  to  pfis^  tUi»  l»I],  or  to 
reward  them  for  ba\mg  done  »o.  1  wij^h,  however,  to  ask 
the  hoitouraMe  memhcrs  who  have  espoused  this  propoahion, 
irhethiT  they  intcrd  to  effect  this  disfranchisement  al  once? 
They  adtnit  that  the  cxistcneo  of  the  forty*8hiUing  freeholders 
h  an  erd  in  (he  syateiu  of  Ireland,  and  that  i(  ought  to  he 
obofislied.  Can  chej  abolish  it  nt  present;  or,  mit^t  they 
not  tfrait  the  cxpirittioii  of  leases  now  in  cxistcpcc?  One  of 
these  two  things  they  tnust  he  prepared  to  do.  The  firtit^ 
for  my  own  pan»  I  think  practicable,  and  if  they  propose  to 
do  the  second,  then,  I  a^k  the  honourable  members  foe 
Armagh  and  Down,  what  becomes,  in  the  mean  time,  of  the 
security  ngatiist  the  e^iU  which  they  admit  ? 

To  the  proposition  for  pnyirg  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy 

in  GLich  manner  as  befits  their  rank  nnd  utility,  1  have  no 

hesitation  in  agreeing.     But,  Sir,  to  recognize  the  several 

dignities  which  they  enjoy  in  their  own  church,  and  to  give 

(o  them  id!  the  chanictcr  and  .station  of  a  rcguhir  Kstidih!«h- 

[juenl,  I  cannot  consent,  bec-ause  I  think  to  do  eo  n  ould  be 

,  to  inflict  a  great  evil  on  Ireland.     To  have  in  every  diocese 

Itvo  bi^ops  of  o])pome  prmciples  in  religion,  would  give 

jriie  to  frequent  <!i3|nite^,  and  Htill  more  frequent  inconveni* 

Lcncef,  and  mus^t,  uUitnately,  be  attended  with  danger  to  the 

Fcbuntry.    Such  a  course,  too,  would  be  directly  at  variance 

[with  the  principles  of  the  Reformation. 

If,  t>ir,  as  has  been  said  more  than  once  upon  recent  occa-* 

sions^  Uie  Roman  Catholic  religion  baa  lo^at  some  of  those 

[features,  which  ui^l  to  be  its  di^ttn^ui^btng  characteristiea 

—if  it  be  so  altered  a«  to  have  n^^arly  approximated  to  iho 

[  Church  of  Ki^lniitl,  as  some  of  the  persons  who  hitve  given 

evidence  on  the  commiEEee  would    have   it  Itelie^ed,    why 

^should  not  steps  be  taken  to  unite  them,  to  reconcile  opinions 

80  nearly  the  same,  and  to  remove  that  odiuxn  tfteoio- 

ficun^  which  an  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  has  said 

comes  always  more  violent  in  an  inverec  proi>ai  lion,  as  the 
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disputants  approach  nearer  to  each  other.  But  hare  gentle- 
tnen,  who  advocate  the  creating  an  Establiahment  for  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy,  well  considered  whether  the  coimtiy 
will  be  disposed  to  pay  additional  taxes  for  the  support  of 
that  church?  If  the  Protestants  of  England  and  the  Ejns- 
copoliana  of  Scotland  even  were  content  to  do  so,  what  fee- 
ing would  be  entertained  upon  the  subject  by  the  numerous 
body  of  Dissenters  ? 

If,  Sir,  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  permitted  their  flockt 
to  consult  the  Scriptures  as  the  rule  of  their  moral  conduct, 
then,  perhaps,  some  of  the  danger  with  which  the  present 
measure  appears  to  be  fraught  would  be  removed;  but  whik, 
by  tbe  authority  of  tlie  Pope,  that  which  is  obviously  a  crime 
in  morals,  is  held  to  he  no  crime  in  religion,  it  ia  impossible 
to  deny  the  existence  of  this  danger.  The  objections  which 
the  Roman  Catholics  have  against  the  differences  of  the 
Scriptures  cannot  be  forgotten;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
explanations  which  have  been  attempted  on  this  point,  the 
fact  remains  sulBciently  proved.  Even  Dr.  r>oyle,  in  his 
recent  examination,  said,  in  answering  a  question  as  to  the 
infallibility  of  the  Church,  tbat  it  is  held  to  be  infallible  od 
aU  the  articles  of  faith,  and  with  respect  to  the  moral  virtues. 

The  bill  before  the  House,  Sir,  gives  to  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics a  power  of  combining,  which  they  do  not  possess  st 
present;  and,  since  their  Church  is  believed  bytbemtobe 
infallible  on  all  points  of  moral  duty,  they  may  not  only  be 
induced  but  compelled  to  combine  for  any  purpose  which 
may  seem  desirable  to  the  Head  of  the  Church,  Without 
attempting  to  magnify  this  danger,  it  is  enough  for  me  to 
point  out  its  existence,  for  tbe  purpose  of  justifying  my 
refusal  to  assent  to  anything  which  may  by  a  possibilityt 
however  remote,  bring  the  Established  Church  into  jeopardy. 

Attempts,  Sir,  have  already  been  made  to  invade  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Church,  and  particularly  the  possessions  attached 
to  it  in  Ireland,  The  honourable  member  for  IVIontrose 
(Hume),  whose  activity  would  not  prevent  him  from  letting 
slip  any  advantage  that  may  oifer  for  effecting  that  system  of 
reduction  of  which  he  is  the  advocate,  would  Bnd  his  efforts 
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countenanced  and  fortified  hy  Roman  Catliolic  members, 
who  could  not  be  expected  to  have  uny  other  feelings  thaa 
those  of  hostility  against  the  Church  Establishment.  It  ifl 
ntpo6£i1>Ie  to  foresee  what  might  be  the  success  of  a  renew^ 
of  ttiosc  attempts  which  have  been  hitherto  defeated,  when 
they  should  be  backed  by  the  influence  to  wiuch  1  allude- 

Looking,  tberefore^  Sir^  at  tlie  bill  in  the  various  points  of 
view  vrhicb  present  themselves,  I  believe  tlmt  it  will  aggrn- 
vote  the  evils  which  it  pretends  to  renwdy.     Such  arc  the 
objections  which  I  feci  against  this  measure;  and  a  sense  of 
the  duty  which  resis  upon  me,  and  an  earnest  dedre  to  pre- 
serre  the  KstublUhed  religtcn  juid  the  liberties  uf  the  country 
m  all  crafty  devices  and  o[)cn  att-icks  which  NhouUl  be 
attempted  against  iheni,  compel  me  to  express  those  objec- 
tjons.     From  a  sincere  belief  that  the  bill  now  before  the 
House  is  only  the  opening  to  a  series  of  measures,  the  ulti- 
toate  oljject  uf  which  h  the  Kubversion  of  tho^  principles  on 
hich  ihc  PcfcrmiUion  wu»  cOected,  and  the  Revolution 
as  estabtbhcrdi  t  cffer  it  my  decided  opposition,  and  1  imst 
that  1  shall  have  the  support  of  the  House  in  the  vote  which 
mtend  to  give- 
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Id  tlw  HouM  of  Commons,  Febmnry  3d,  1813,  Lord  Morpeth  havii^ 
moved  **  Tliat  diis  House  will  resolve  iraelf  mto  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  to  take  into  eonsideration  the  present  state  of 
Ireland/'  tlie  Hif^ht  Honourable  Sjk  John  Nicholl,  after  a  tew 
introductory  observations,  and  remarking  that  the  motioD,  al- 
though, in  U'ords^  it  formed  a  very  general  propoHition,  yetqh 
pearcd  to  have  been  limited  by  the  Noble  Lord  who  introduced  it 
to  the  consideration  of  what  is  usually  called  the  Rocoan  Catholic 
Question,  proceeded  in  the  following  eloquent  maoner- 

SiR. — In  order  to  arrive  at  a  correct  judgment  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Roman  Catholic  Question^  it  ia  proper  to  divest 
it  of  all  terms  and  names  which  on}y  tend  to  distort  it;  to 
separate  it  from  general  topics,  with  which  it  is  very  remotely 
connected ;  to  mark  out  the  true  point  for  consideration,  and 
to  keep  that  point  constantly  in  view;  to  ascertain  wheie 
the  presumption  lies,  and  to  which  side  the  burden  of  proof 
belongs.  It  is  not  altogether  unnecessary  to  guard  ourselvea 
on  these  particulars,  for,  in  these  discussions,  we  are  in  the 
habit  of  hearing  much  of  excluding  the  Roman  Catholics 
from  their  "  natural  rights/'  of  depriving  them  of  thdr 
"  Constitutional  privileges,"  of  Roman  Catholic  "  emancipa- 
tion," as  if  they  were  in  a  state  of  slavery:  we  hear  declama- 
tions on  the  odtousness  of  '*  persecution  and  intolerance," 
and  on  the  value  of  "  civil  and  religious  hberty,*'  as  if  there 
were  many  conflicting  opinions  upon  those  subjects. 

In  the  present  enlightened  stale  of  society,  Sir,  there  is 
hardly  an  educated  and  intelligent  person  who  does  not  hoM 
in  detestation  and  abhorrence,  any  approach  towards  perse- 
cution and  intolerance ;  who  does  not  hold,  in  the  highest 
estimationj  the  blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.     Surely 
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It  is  not  necciSBiy  that  u  man  stioulit  ci*asc  Co  be  a  CbiiAcSan, 
In  order  not  1o  be  a  bigot;  or  GhouM  lay  aaide  religiaiis  |itg- 
£(Mreiice,  and  become  ec|iially  Inditfercnl  ro  all  religions,  in 
order  not  to  be  mto1crn»[.  If  1)10110^  who,  from  n  rcf^nrd  to 
toleration  itstjr,  and  to  civU  liburty,  arc  uiixioue  to  preserve 
tJie  Constitution  in  Church  and  State,  as  at  present  by  law 
vstoblL'thuilj  are  yet  10  be  charged  ftltli  attempting  to  raise  a 
cry  of  DO  Popery/'  luid  of*  the  Church  being  tn  danger", 
when,  la  reality,  an  attempt  h  inade  ;irtfii11y  to  raisi?  a  cty 
against  them  oi  bigotry,  pcnscciition,  and  intolerance,  the 
aniGcc  ought  to  be  pointed  out  and  guarded  against. 

On  (be  ^uv  bjund,  Sir,  no  pers^m  can  seriously  bdicve  that 
thoifc  ru»pc€t^b[e  moiabers  of  the  legblaturc,  who  chiuk  that 
further  coneoBSions  ought  to  be  granted  to  :he  Homan  Catho- 
lics, have  it  in  view  to  pull  down  thp  Church  of  Kngland  and 
to  tfitroduce  Popery ;  on  the  other  hand>  tins  adnn^sion  may 
fairly  bi;  claimed  from  their  candour,  that  tho^e  who  tliink 
the  concessions  oTiglit  n<;t  to  Ik--  grunted,  have  yet  no  dispo- 
sition  ft)  porBecutbn  and  Intolerance.  The  true  ground, 
upon  which  we  ought  fairly  to  meet,  is  tlii^,  can  these  con- 
CcSHiOns  be  made  with  safely  to  tlie  Corstitution?  If  tliej 
canj  reason  jind  Justice  appear  to  require  that  they  should 
be  granted;  if  they  cannot,  reason  and  justice,  justice  to  tlie 
rest  of  the  nation,  to  the  I'rotcstnnts  of  Ireland  in  partieidar, 
and  ev<:n  to  the  IComan  Catholics  themselves^  require  that 
they  tthould  be  withheld. 

Perhaps  the  very  term  "  conc^jsston*"  will  be  objected  to. 
The  Konian  Catliolics,  it  will  be  said,  do  not  come  to  adk 
concessions,  but  to  demand  their  rights,  their  birchrightd, 
their  natural  ri^its.  In  this  country  it  is  rather  too  late  to 
enter  into  a  di^icuNMon  of  tho  "  natural  rights  of  mail/'  In 
constituted  societies  natural  rights  mur^t  neceitsarity  be 
abridged  for  the  promotion  and  security  of  jfocial  order. 
The  Constitution  <jf  tins  country  has  already  defined  what 

rtion  uf  tltose  rights  must  be  taken  away ;  we  must  prc- 

tliat  as  large  a  portion  of  our  natural  rights  has  l>cen 

us,  OS  is  consbtcnt  with  the  order  and  happlne&s  of 

dfil  society;    if  there  has  not,  let  it  be  Jairly  and  0]>cnly 
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nvDA'ed,  that  it  ifi  th£  Constiluuon   itoelf  you  froposc  to 

Instead  of  tlius  avowing  flic  real  proposition^  oUier  ttrws 
lire  remted  lo;  it  is  tticir "  ConstitutioDal  privileges,"  "  their 
sture  in  the  CooHtltution,"  tbot  the  Konuui  Catholics  cbm. 
The  felUcyof  (hi*  pretension  exposes  itself.     Where  an? 


these  privileges  to  be  found  but  m  the  lavs  of  tiie  Constitu* 
tloo?  If  the  lavs  give  theae  privil^e^,  it  is  ur-neceasar;  U 
apply  to  Parliament;  tht^y  alreiidy  Tiave  them.  If  the  lavi 
exelade  them  from  these  pririlegcf;  then,  again,  it  is  the 
Comtilution  you  propose  to  alter. 

Terrast  bowerer,  Sir,  still  less  defined,  are  tlieit  resorted 
to.  The  *'  principte  and  spirit*'  of  the  Constitution,  **  the«e 
vould  extend  religious  liberty  a^  widely  as  possible."  Ttuuili 
God!  they  would  carry  the  blessings  of  loleratioti  as  iar  as 
can  povsibly  be  doi>e  with  safety  to  the  Coiifitittuion  \Uc\t 
Untit  is  still  to  be  presumed,  that  the  laws  wliicli  have,  at 
variotis  tin>esi  b^n  made  for  the  improvement  of  the  Con- 
stitution, hnve  been  framed  in  its  Crnc  "  spirit  and  pri/  -"v^" 
and  with  n  due  regard  to  "  rdigioui  liberty  ^  ai)d  ;ct, 
hitherto,  it  hjis  not  been  thought  safe  by  those  hws  to  cob^ 
cede  to  the  Hontan  Catholics  vhat  they  noir  demand.  Wbl 
15  the  very  leading  principle  and  es^mial  character  of  &ur 
Constitutional  Uws,  so  far  as  they  regard  this  subject?  die 
security  of  the  Protestant  Establishment.  It  ura^  Sir,liir 
the  »ie  of  securing  the  Proteatani  Churchy  that  the  Rctd* 
lution,  90  fondly  termed  the  Glorious  Resolution,  was  prin- 
dpaHy  e&cted.  It  is  for  the  security  of  that  Church,  dhtl 
tho  Soverdgn  muM  be  a  Pi-ote&tant;  that  the  royal  couMit 
must  be  a  IVotcstant;  that  the  mtninteri  of  the  sovereign 
must  he  Protcsunt;  that  the  l^arli^tmem  must  be  Proles^ 
tant.  It  ift  for  the  security  of  that  Church  that  the  House  ul 
Brun^wich  sils  u^on  the  Itritish  throne:  ^hy,  then,  tlie 
CoaititutionnJ  principle  of  extending  religious  liberty  has  its 
boundary;  it  ■«  limited  by  whatever  is  necessary  to  the 
accurit>  of  the  Troleslanl  Establblied  Church. 

I*ct  iu  Sir,  at  the  same  time,  l>c  recollected,  ih^tl  lhi\  Coa- 
vlituiional  anxiety  Tor  tliu  aUety  of  the  PrutcsUiit  Church. 
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U  not  founded  in  a  bigoted  bcstility  to  Popei'y>  merely  wi  a 

diJTereiu  mo^e  of  worabip,  and  a  dinVrent  constniction  of 

Divine  ICevclation, — not  founded  merely  in  religious  prefer- 

I  encG,  and  in  a  difference  of  tenets;  but  it  is  Cbunded  also 

1  in  an  anxiety  for  the  very  safety  of  civi]  and  rebgbuh  liberty 

— an  anxiety  growing  out  of  experience.     Experience  has 

'  proved  tbst  the  itoinaa  CuthoUc  Church  ha»  u  i^trong  tea- 

drney  to  arbitrary  power  and  to  iatol<:rance,--cxpehonoe 

I  taught  our  aneostois  ut  the  Hevoluttoii,  (and  its  impressions 
should  not  he  effaced  frotn  our  recollection,  nor  froiu  ibat  of 
oar  latest  posterity,)  that  Popery,  on  the  one  hand,  and  Pori- 
ianS!4m>  nn  thi?  otlier,  are  not  verj*  congenbl  with  civil  and 
religious  liberty.    The  Chtiiehof  England,  standing  between 
tbe  two  extremes,  has  been  found  favourable  to  both;  and 
ite  altar  ia  considered  as  the  ?foiindc«t  basi«  on  which  to  set 
I     up  the  palladium  of  our  national  freedom. 
■     Seeing,  ilieii.  Sir,  that  tlie  Conaihutlon  itself,  particularly 
^kuettled,  in  this  respect^  ut  the  Revolution,  nnd  a»  it  exist) 
yVhth   some   subsequent  improvements;   at  this  day,   has, 
hitlicrto,  thought  it  necessary  to  exclude  the  Roman  Catho* 
lie*  from  a  certain  portion  of  the  government  of  the  country  ^ 
^  gtjclng^  also,  that  the  same  exclusion  oxisteil  in  Iielondi  while 
Bn  separate  kingdom  and  having  a  distinct  legislature,  and 
Bthat  it  was  not  only  continued  upn  the  Union  between  the 
^  two  kingdom^  (whatever  might  be  the  expectations  formed 
by  the  Roman  Catholics  of  any  subHe<]uent  change,]  but  that 
the  preservation  of  the  Established  Church  of  Englaud  and 
Ireland  bus  been  expresiiily  declared  to  be  "  an  essential 
and  fbadamcntal  part  of  the  Union,"  where  lies  the  pre- 
sumption?    It  U  not  nkeant  to  be  asserted  that  the  legt^a* 
ture  may  not  m;iko  alterationa  and  improvements  in  the  Con- 

»tititucioti,  (HO  fur,  nt  least,  as  is  consistent  with  good  faith  to 
the  Protestants  of  Ireland,  who  are  parties  very  ImfH>Ttant1y 
interested  in  this  (|iiestion,  both  in  the  preservation  of  tlieir 
Church  and  their  property);  but  all  that  is,  at  present,  nt- 
tempCe<l  to  he  catubhshed,  Is  the  true  ground  upon  which 
I  the  consideration  of  the  rjUCKtion  conmieacc!',  and  from  which 
it  nets  out,     Purely  it  mu&t  be  fidmittcd,  that  the  presuaiptlon 
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figh(  ilie  tutllea  of  Uie  countrvt  even  b<7oii<i  U>cir  pr 
llgnAlc  tiumlfcrft. 

The  €Kclu9U>n,  Slfi  wbicb|  in  tnilbt  dooa  not  cxtcaiil  n 
above  forty  oHIccSj  to  high  ootnraaadA  in  the  army  and  nafj, 
mnd  to  »V9£a  in  ibc  Icgislntiirc,  situfttion?  ccrtAinlj  of  liigk 
value  (o  tlie  aupetrior  order  of  tlic  Uomafi  CathoUc-4,  nni, 
by  refined  T«iUotilnj,  of  sotno  value  oven  to  the  hvter  o\da$^ 
*^oci(  not  comc^Hu^clcnllj-  neat  to  ibo  UttL^r  to  atfcct  tbcm 
V€ry  Rcnsibly;  and,  probftbly,  t\ocs  not  cauuc  one  niAn  t1i« 
lea  to  enGM  aa  &  aoklkr,  or  to  enter  m  a  lAilor.  Leti^ 
tiowtrvt-T,  not  he  und«r£too<l  that  any  man  ought  unnecef- 
aariljr  to  he  excluded  from  fritUAtiona  tbat  nro  open  to  fas 
fcUow-Aubjecu — but  lliitt  Is  a  question  of  polttJ£al  expcdiciKr. 
Tbe  Coastjtuti<»n  rnvt^i  belanocr  nndj  it  in  to  be  presumed,  Ixu 
wcigbed  the  ndvAnttgcs  ttnd  diaadvAntfiges — ind  ihc  dbid- 
vuite^s  (»o  Sut  ftd  rea]>cct3  the  atrcnt;th  and  cons olidul ion  of 
tbe  empire)  of  excluding  eren  the  higher  cbflaeii  from  die 
situation;!  referred  to,  do  not  appear  to  possess  tliAl  cxtrenc 
impoTtattro  which  i*  attempted  to  be  given  to  thcru> 

The  liardship,  Sir,  upon  t]ie  higher  cIabscs  is  certainly 
Conaiderabte,  but  aUnd^  ju!(tifn;d  by  the  grounds  of  expedi- 
ency upon  irbich  the  Constitution  has  founded  the  cxclu^ioo- 
In  point  of  principle,  however,  the  h»d«hip  }b  diminialicd  by 
the  Union:  aincc  tlic  Roman  Catholics  ^bo,  while  Iretaoil 
was  a  separate  kingdom,  formed  (hi'«:-finUn  of  the  poiiub- 
tion  of  iliai  country,  and  neru  yet  exchuEed  from  it*  goren^ 
mcnt,  toay  now,  tvitJi  more  appearance  of  jnjidcc,  be  d- 
cluded  from  Fharing  in  tbe  goreriuncnl  of  the  United 
p£re,  of  whose  entire  |iopulation  they  foim  only 
part. 

The  next  Advantage  held  out,  U  "  concillaiion  and  i 
faction."  That  eonce«»ion  will  conciliate  and  satisfy  tW 
Koraan  Oatholicr^  15  at  Icnut  contrary  to  post  experience  i  (be 
fact  being,  that  Mhilo  reatriction  waa  mort  acvere,  the  Itootn 

athoUcs   wero  luoet    quiet;    and   ever    ainee    coiiceaaico* 
have  bef;un,  they  Imve  Iwcn  uio»t  di^satiidkedt    and 
dctnand«  have  progrenaivelv  j[Kreaeed>     The  fact  only' 
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Uic  powers  of  chc  State^  a.  dcficriptiun  of  persons  whom  Uic 

Comtitutioii  'no  uialter  fur  wliul  c^him;,  riligious  vr  otticr) 

,tt  liidierto  judged   il  iiin:e^»Aarjr  to  excluilc,  it  ought  to  be 

dc  chiir,  iilni»9<L  tu  mural  dcinonatnitioii,  that  the  cbjuige 

:bji  be  sttfcly  infKlc 

Xa'I,  then,  Sir,  tlie  true  quetilioQ  for  conjuli^nLUon  be  con- 

>tftijllj^  kept  ill  Aigltl.    It  iiLiiot  whether  the  R^imnn  CulhoUcfl 

Are  Wyal;  the  gioiU  hody  ufthem  nre  loyully  Dtlaclied  to  the 

'CotiKtJtutioii  und  to  ihe  cnipiret  And  would  be  more  universally 

so,  were  they  not  led  iistray  by  >4  Icketl  and  (le»i^nUkg  per^on^p 

who,  to  answer  purposes  of  chelr  own,  enileuvour  tu  excite 

llie  Itottiun  Ciith:)1tc}(  ti>  turbuleftcc*     It  U  iioti  wbether  tliey 

fttjall  hnrc  »  full  tolcrjUion;  they  huvc  it  already.     U  ts  Dot 

whctber  tbey  shall  be  protected  in  their  persons  and  in  their 

piopeiij ;  ihey  are  under  the  protection  of  the  same  Iahs  its 

ui     the  real  of  the  Kin^M  ^luhjects: — bat  wliether  they  ithall  un- 

^■cumlitiutuilly  diurc  lu  every  pnrt  of  polilicul  power  i 

H      Sir,  tlitit  »ome iiualjfieutiQtift  mfiy  be  requlriMl  for  admission 

Hinto  the  cAcrcitic  of  pnrticular  parts  of  politJca!  jiuwer  will 

Hfaflnlty  lie  denied,  sliMre  it  is  a  prmoiple  time  runs  through 

~  alnio:^!  every  brarjch  of  our  constittiliun.il  law.    That  religious 

opinion  may  be  a  proper  qualification,  stioidd  not  be  brought 

Into  discusMon ;  otbervise  it  may  be  necessary  to  defend  the 

Bpropriely  of  Tet|uinng  the  Soverei;;n  himself  to  be  Protes- 

P'tant^ — but  the  true  point  lo  be  discussed  (from  which  ground 

thr  ndveciiicsoftltc  Roman  Cjithohes  should  not  be  sutlered 

to  .Nhtfl  ihu  fjuesli<in)  i*  thiw^  Mf   nvc^fxsHi/  and  mfity  of 

ma^iag  the  chaaffp,  and  w/tich  ran  onl^  be  vstabUshed  bjf 

:tome great  change  of  circwrttntances. 

What,  tben,  is  this  greateban^e  ? — Has  tlie  Rom^in  Catholic 

ligion  clianged  its  tendency  iiiu)  its  gre^t  leading  chnrac- 

ra  ?^— Invidious  impututiotiK  aginnst  that  religion  should  be 

'cfully  avoided.     Whctlicr  tlic  inincipl*.-  of  a  dispensing 

and  a  deposing  power^  and  of  keeplitg  fuitli  with  heretic^^ 

itow  pr  ever  did  exist,  need  not  to  be  discussed.     How  far 

the  jibut^e  of  such  a  preienKioii  nn^bt  take  place  lo  mislead 

ttie  low  and  t^ornat,  may  be  one  question;  but  agaimt  the 

enlightened  llouian  Catliolics»  against  ihe  higher  erden»  of 
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fight  tl>c  Ijoitdeii  of  the  country,  ercn  bcjond  their 
Ituiialc  numbers ^ 

The  excluiioni  Sir,  whkh,  in  tntth,  does  not  ext^roii  to 
«ho%-c  kiiy  oflicca,  to  high  commuidv  in  the  tirtay  ai>d  n*Tf. 
and  to  ncatH  m  the  leginlaturc,  KitmUons  certainty  of  \u^ 
value  to  the  superior  order  of  the  UomAn  CathoUcn,  aait 
by  rciincd  xeA&oQing,  of  «>m«  raJiie  even  to  the  loner  or 
"^do^e  not  come  sutliciently  near  to  the  Utter  to  nfTcct  i 
very  frcainibly;  and^  probably,  doc«  not  caum^  one  man  : 
less  to  vnliat  a»  a  soldkr,  or  to  enter  u  a  saIIot. 
howcTcr,  not  he  utidcrBtood  chat  any  man  ought  uo 
ftftrily  to  be  excluded  front  aitaationa  that  tn^o  open  to 
fvllow'SubjeGU— 'but  that  ia  a  question  of  poUtx:al  expcdie 
TboConatUtilionmust  baUncc,  nnd,itiRtc  bo  pr^aumedtl 
iT«lghed  the  advanta^s  and  dibAdvantagcs — and  the  > 
vantages  (30  far  as  reii^iecta  the  atrcii^th  aud  coAftoUda 
the  empire)  of  excluding  even  the  higher  chisiieH  (hmi  < 
utUAtions  referred  to,  Jo  not  ftppc«r  to  poswM  that  ei 
iniporC4inc«  which  10  attempted  to  be  given  to  them. 

The  hardship,  Sir,  upon  tlie  higher  classes  is 
coiuiderahle,  but  etand:^  juulfjcd  by  the  grounds  of  txf 
cncyupon  which  the  CoDntitutton  ho.^  foinxtcd  the  exduiifl 
Id  point  of  principle,  however,  the  hardtihii]  is  diminisbttdj 
the  Union:  jiiuoe  the  HumAn  Cuthoticsr  ^ho^  vhlie  Ir 
was  a  !(e (Mr ate  kiugdom,  formed  ihrce-fiflhn  of  tlie  po^ 
tton  of  that  country,  and  Were  yet  cxctaded  from  iu  , 
Eftcnt,   may  now,  vith   tiiorc  apj>earAnco  of  justice,  bc  1 
eluded  froiti  tliarhig  iu  tlie  govenutit-iU  of  the  Uaitcsd 
pire,  of  vho»e  entire  ikoputation  tliey  form  only 
part. 

Titc  next  advaotngc  lield  out,  U  "  concilUiiion  and  1 
faction.*'      Tliat  conoc«»on  viU   coneilhite  aihI  8ati»fy 
Konuin  Cntholics  lA  at  least  contrary  to  pail  expcrieiice } ' 
fnct  bring,  that  while  restriction  vran  most  vevere,  the  l\< 
Catholkn  were   mout   ^uieE;    ami    ever    vincc    concii 
liave   begun,  tlwy  iiarc  Ijccn  most  dissatisfied  i   and 
dcuiJindn  huve  progressively  increased.     Tho  fact 
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statMl.  Tbat  dome  tnconvenienee  msy  hAvc  attended  the 
Caking  off  restrict  ioi  is  >  furnivfacs  no  suIHcient  reason  tgouut 
ihe  propricly  of  that  mcafiuro— far  otbenri&A — still  lesi, 
would  ic  ju^lify  tbe  r«T-«itiLcting  of  Ihone  mtrictiotis.  Bui 
vihon  coDdltation  and  satistaction  are  hold  oitt  a«  ndvanlitgcs 
irhtch  vould  follow  from  eciKVHHion,  \t:%U  cx]>crh?iicc  rciidcri 
it  probable  that  tlie  cxiKcUition  of  those  consoqueiKes  may 
be  dutftppomicd. 

Suppose,  Mr,  that  oil  the  demands  now  made  were  con- 
cetiitd  i   woukl  the  inen^uro  Atop  bore  t  would  Che  ifonmn 
thohcs  be  satUfied  f-'That  U  Imrilly  pO««)hle;  for  other 
ire3,  MHie  of  Kmallcr^  Komr  of  greater  i[n}>ortnnce,  must 
r,  because  tbr*y  wouUI  «tand  upon  the  3(&nie  principle—- 
I  as  the  re|tcal  of  all  reatHetioiiH  u|)on  the  En^rliBb  Ko- 
I  Calholit"!* — the  n-pwil  of  the  Coqioration  and  IVst  Acts 
i  no  n-pjiy  111(0 1  of  tithes  by  tin*  Irifh  Komnn  Catholics  to 
rProtcstaoc  Estabbshmeat— a  Koman  CathoUc  Establish* 
nt  in  Irchmd.     After  ibcsc,  roulii  ihc  l*roie3tajil  Church 
rirelaiid  be  quite  secuie  ? — vould  the  e^itates  held  by  Pro- 
Dli  remain  unusailed  f— and  are  we  quite  ture  lliiit  an 
umpt  at  Roman  Catholic  ascendancy  would  not  be  made 
ID  ihiti  country?    Great  privileges  have  been  already 
ed  to  tlie  Roman  Catholics;   not  only  tlie  free  uikL 
!  exercise  of  their  religion,  and  exjitnl  protection  to  tbeir 
'  find  property,  bat  a  considerubte  slinre  of  political 
hns  been  conceded  to  them  by  the  ekelivc  froncbise, — 
bt  elective  franchise  has  ^iventheoi  an  extensive  in^ucnce 
crtiie  rrotefifaots  themselves; — it  has  made  tlie  voice  of 
fiemaa  CaiboUcs  to  be  heard  pretty  dt»tifictly  bi  the 
iilntitre*      There  is  no  danger  of  dielr  interesttt  beittg 
Qoked  and  neglected. 
iAu,  8ir»it  UsakI  thut,  "the  conceesion  oaut  be  inade;  it 
[  demanded  by  four  millious  of  subjects.     In  tbh  demand 
determined  to  |>erseTere  year  after  year,  till  they 
Ifirom  Parlbtnait ;"  nay.evenTOenacosarc  insinuated — 
:tioiiand  rebellion— the  dis^ohitlon  of  the  t'aioii — 
a  total  separation  between  the  two  countrJc«-" 
lj»ir,  the  fiimne^ft  of  the  legislature  ui  the  dischartjc  of  its 
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Uiat  pcmiuiciii  iht  uiipuUlioD  of  such  prirKriplcn  mu^lbc 
unrounded. 

But  (he  political  tendency  of  tbc  Roman  C^tb^Uc  rell^Mu 
to  at-bitmry  power  and  intolevftncc,  aitd  iu  leading  chftnctcri, 
njuncly,  tbe  dominion  uf  iht  Pricblbood  over  tbc  flock,  aiul 
(he  nuthonty  of  the  Pope  over  the  Prieetbood — arc  dior 
qualities  changed? — and  irtule  they  exitit,  can  these  dtuEus 
E>c  safely  admillcd  ? 

What,  Sir,  »  tUia  power  of  the  Popo^  nn  authority  of  a 
moat  extemive  kind,  vested  in  a  foreigner,  not  undrr  llic 
control  of  ihc  State :    and  that  foreigner  (whatever  he  the 
character  of  the  indivtElual  who,  at  prcaent,  liUs  the  sliiiinn 
must  bej  a«  long  ^s  Europe  renuhts  in  its  |>retcnt  conJiu    i 
ft  mere  iaatruntcnt  in  the  hands  of  France* 

The  influence^  Sir,  of  the  Priesthood  over  the  flork,  u 
uUo  neatly  widiout  limit  i  It  is  not  confined  to  leligimix  '\a* 
atmclion,  but  extendi  itself  into  all  thetr  c>vil,  llicir  soiul 
and  (beir  doii;c«(ic  Gonc«m$,  The  tendency  of  such  au  'w- 
flucncct  under  such  an  authority,  hoa  shown  itself  in  oil  pai^ 
tiwea< 

The  cxUtence  of  dau^crn  fr»m  tlke«:  circuiiiHtoncea 
been  .to  r(^|>cai<:d]y  admitted)  by  tV.e  bc^t  fricndaof  the 
outn  Catholic  cause,  thnt  it  seems  unnecessary  to  cater 
a  ili!(cu9bion  of  it.     By  the  best  fneodi  of  llio  Roman  Call 
UcF  are  meanl,  not  tlioae  who  arc  endeavouring  to 
nnd  infhune  tbem  for  views  nf  (Iielr  own,  hut  (hose  ret|i 
ab^  members  of  ihe  two  Houses  of  Parlionieul,  nhu.  Mi  i 
fei-cnt  tiiuc6|  imtc  brought  foiward  aud   ^fUjiportvU   iJii 
petitions-     They  have  boen  MmsiUo  ot  ihoc  daiigcrsr  • 
have  repeatedly  iind  dbtindly  luhnUted  then:  exbteuoe* 
short  pjt»;Mi^  or  two  frum  the  celebrated  Letter  of  a 
lord  (Grenville)  entitled  to  hij^h  re«()c?ct.  will  ^urvv  to  ^ 
the  oi^^crtion. — "  Wilh  the  just  and  n^dutary  cxtcDSlon 
civil  rights  to  yimr  bwly  inwit  be  coutbined,  if  (ranc|u 
and  union  be  our  objcctf  otbex  extensive  and  compile 
ftrtangcments-^all  due  provision  niuat  be  manle  for  tlu  i 
violable  maintcnaiKC  of  the  religious  and  civtl  estabUa 
of  the  United  King<lom:  Kuch  at  least  have  alirays  beeafl 
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own  declarcil  otwnton*." — "  Among  thcftc  mcASurca  I  pointed 
out  the  proposal  of  vesting  in  the  Croivn  an  ctKscinaX  rw^- 
tire  on  tbc  Appointment  of  your  bishops.  Tb^t  liuggesiioti 
nhad  praviouoly  been  brought  forvretrd  iii  the  llouac  of  Com^ 
mon»  to  meet  the  just  expcctutiona,  not  of  nny  bigoted  or 
interested  cbampionn  of  intolerance,  but  of  incn  of  the  pnreat 
tiUcntions  and  most  cnUf;Jitencd  judgment — men  willing  to 
do  ;iit  justice  to  the  loyiilty  of  your  present  bi^ihop.s  but  not 
uarca»ontt1)ly  alarmed  at  any  possibility  by  which  functions 
of  «uch  cxtenuTc  influence  might  herrnf^er  be  connected 
-with  tt  foreign  intercut  hostile  to  the  tranquillity  of  your 
country:  ^  dunger  recently  very  much  tncreatied  liy  the 
Captivity  nnd  drpoinl  of  the  Head  of  your  Church,  by  tlic 
tfcisurc  of  hi-1  dominions,  and  by  the  decUred  intention  of 
that  ho.Hti!e  government  to  assume  in  ftitiirc>  ihc  exclusive 
nomWtiou  of  hia  succestora."— "  Whai  I  spcalt  of  die  nc- 
ccMiityofcoinbuuDg,  witJicbcaccomplidbnaentof  your  wtahc«t 
■provisions  of  ju»t  security  to  othera,  I  am  no  lettf^  desirous  of 

lonsulting  every  Tc<'i-v>nnb1e  apprehension  on  your  part.     To 
le  foRii  Indeed  of  thoEC  secDntiea  1  attach  couiparutjvidy 

ittle  importance." 
The  nece^isity,  tben^  Sir,  of  securities,  in  soniu  form  or 

tlicr,  against  foreign  inffiience, — of  couipllcated  arrange* 
'iiieni8  for  domestic  trnnrjiiillily, — of  provisions  for  (he  in- 
violzible  mainten;ince  of  the  civil  ajid  religtoua  eHubU>h]itcnts 

/  the  United  Ivingdom,  is  here  distinctly  stated,  not  by  a 
bigoted  clijimpion  of  intolerance/"  but  by  the  ^rcat  leader 
t>f  the  Itonr^u  Cutliollh:  advocates*  The  a^mc  admluiuit  has 
1>eeii  repeatedly  nmdc  by  other  eminent  suppottera  of  tile 
RoniAn  Catholic  cfui»e* 

Whether  any  such  barriers  and  uiTuiigcnient^  caB  bo  de- 
vised n^  bitdU  afTurd  BufKcient  security,  cannot  at  present  bo 
lexaiuined;  because  none  are  now  proposed — nur  lulhi^rto 
,ve  any  that  appear  satisfactory  been  ojiywherc  stated. 
iTlic  negative  to  be  vested  in  the  Crown  on  the  appointment 
of  bi^hop^,  has  since  been  rejected  and  disavowed  by  the 
"^oman  Catholics,  notwithstanding    "  the   acquiescence   of 

oeir  church    in   ^nnlar  arrangetnenl  undei  olhcr  govern- 
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fighl  the  battles  of  tbc  couniry,  even  beyond  tlicir 
tionalc^  numbers* 

Tlic  ifxdamu,  Sir,  whicb>  in  Uutb,  do«&  uvtexlcaij 
mhove  forty  olljctr*,  to  liij^H  cummatHln  m  (he  anuy  and  i 
&111I  io  se^U  ill  ilic  k'gisUturc,  tituntioiks  cciiaitilyofl 
TAltie  to  lilt)  sufwnor  order  of  tbc  Homiiii  Catbolbi,  1 
by  refuted  rtrai^iiliig,  of  aotuo  value  even  to  ibelowcfroci 
^-tlueiE  not  come  tttifricieiitly  iKtkX  to  tbv  Utter  to  hUvcttll 
very  &«nsib1/;  mid,  ^rob^bly,  doa  iiot  ciiusc  one  niao| 
tests  Co  entut  as  a  soUlicr,  or  to  cuter  tts  a  Hulor. 
hovever,  noc  be  underst4)od  tlMt  any  innn  ought 
flurily  to  be  excluded  from  siiuzUiont}  tbat  are  opvn  mJ 
fcUovr-^ objects — bultba£  is  a  <jiiealiouof  |K>UtiCulexpei] 
The  ConatitLitiou  muil  baUncc,  >ind,  it  ih  to  be  prcsuii 
vcighed  the  itdvanuiges  aird  diMdviuitages — and  tbe 
v&ntiiged  (so  far  a^  respeeU  tbe  strength  and  couTicbdiiio 
lite  em|ure)  of  excluding  evcu  the  bibber  claaa«^  fiwn  I 
ajluatiori^  rererred  to,  do  not  ajijiriir  to  |io»»e3»  that  exti< 
im|)ortanc«  wbicb  U  nttenijitcd  to  be  given  £0  tliem. 

Tbe  bftrdshipt  Sir,  upon  tbe  higlier  cbtsaes  b  cerfi 
coiuidcrtiblc,  but  titaadti  justified  by  the  grounds  of  »f 
eiiey  uptru  wtueli  tbc  Coiislitutioii  ba»  foufidtd  die  rxc 
In  point  of  pdneiple,  bowever,  tbe  Imrdship  i«  dimintik 
the  Union:  siik:c  the  Roiiiau  Catbulbs,  ubo,  wbile  It 
was  d  sejuiraie  kingdom,  formed  tltree-fiflbi  of  the  pop 
lion  of  time  country,  und  vrere  yet  cxobidcd  fron  itK  | 
ment,  may  iiovr,  wltli  more  appeanireo  of  justice,  be| 
eluded  fi-om  sImrUtg  in  the  govenwneni  cf  ihe  United 
f^iti  of  whose  entire  popuUUon  they  form  only  on 
patt. 

Tbc  next  advantage  held  6uC,  It  "  conellladon  and  i 
raciiun."     Thjit  concoM»ioii  will   conciliate  mid  BALisfyj 
Itoiaan  Catbolicti  is  at  lea«t  contrary  to  past  experience ;  j 
Tact  being,  that  uhilere^trktion  wa&  DkosC  screi-e,  tbe  It 
CaUiolics   VKrre   nioei    quiet  \    and    et^r  ^ee    cue 
have   begun,  tbey  liave  been  most  duMtbfledt  and 
demands  have  progreiwiTcly  increased.     Tbe  bet 
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visionary — ^tuiy,  whctlior  to  admit  tltc  Romitn  Cdtbolics  to  a 

full  participatioti  of  pc>wcr,  will  not  bo  :(owjng  sccda  of  diA- 

mon  and  ccinU^t  in  the  government  and  in   tlic  cm|»rc. 

JAcortlant   mat^friols  seldom   coalesce  &nd   uniio  eo  aa  to 

rodticc  fltn^K^tli.     It  muy  bo  oBked,  wliy  should  dJlToronoo 

fii  rcUgioud  of>tinone  produce  political  discord?     U  iei  tuiffi- 

ient  to  untfwcrj  that  lit  ulwu}<a  has  produced  tlmt  effect — 

,t  it  produces  it  at  tlic  present  montcnt — ikn4  that  until 

Ltmun  nnturo  bt  nltcriz^d,  and  man,  under  the  lighu  of  the 

philoeopliyi  shall  ccoso  to  bo  m  roll^ioua  uoimaJ,  it  wlU 

volMbly  continue  to  produce  the  eumc  cfTectf  and  to  ho  made 

'tk&  it  hu^  been  tormcd)  a  ate ppJng-t^ tone  to  ambition,  uad 

O  the  acqui^iicion  of  politicnt  power. 

It  Hat;,  indeed,  been  asserted  that  du«  oqualitv  of  political 

twcr  nitl  oven  tend  to  the  security  of  the  IVotoJ^tAnt  into- 

in  Ireland!- — but,  as  the  reasonings  upon  which  the 

ion  watt  made,  have  not  been  discloeeJ,  it  »oem*  diffi- 

to  conjeeiure  lii>w  the  incrca^fod  pow«r  of  the  Roman 

Cath(>Ucft  is  to  sErongthen  the  security  of  ihc  Imh  Protoa* 

tantSf  in  the  enjoyment  either  of  their  Altars  or  of  their 

catates! 

The   conj^oltdation   of    the  empire.   Sir,   (whieh   is    the 

proposed  advanta|^    now    under  examination^)  appcarei  to 

ibavc  been  much  more  eflectually  securctl  by  the  Icgidalive 

Jnion  of  the  three  kingdoms- — That  union  will   ho  beat 

cemented  by  the  communication  of  commercial  advantages^ 

and  of  iigTicultural  iiaprcjvcmentfi ;    by  the    Interchange  of 

pergonal  Uituine^s,  and  a  free  intercourse  between  the  people; 

ly  laying  ^tsidi^  ull  local  dtatinetion,  And  considenag  the  three 

kingdoms   na  one   country  i    by  ceasing'  to  niiercpreficnt  the 

truth,  and  to  iinpot^  upon  the  ignenuit  by  holding  out  to 

he  Irish  that  they  are  a  neglected,  degraded,  and  oppressed 

part  of  the  nation.     Nolwitholnnding  these  misreproaenla- 

tiens,  tlie  great  body  in  attached  to  the  empire,  and  not  dis- 

to  separate  from  Great  Britain,  or  to  unite  themselves 

to  Franco ;  they  promptly  and  galluatly  enter  our  Hcet^  and 

iftnnies  i  imy,  it  la  frequently  aasertcd  in  thii  House,  that  they 
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fight  tbe  battlefi  of  the  country,  ctcu  bej'ond  theit 
tk>tiate  itiunh^is. 

Th<}  <»]crJiktu>n,  Sir,  whtch>  tn  truth,  dovs  not  ^xtral  i 
ftbovc  forty  ailu:^^,  to  high  comm^ndg  in  the  nrmy  and  i 
and  to  aenti*  in  tho  kgiftUture,  gkiuttioits  certunly  of  I 
vilite  to  tho  siipcnor  order  of  the  Roman  Cathnlicft,! 
by  refined  reasoning,  of  *oiT»e  value  evpn  to  llic  lowrr  or 
**HloeB  twt  come  suAicienUy  near  to  the  latter  to  afKrct  1 
v&ty  sMwihly;   »nc!,  prohably.  does  not  caus^^  on«  imn  i 
I«ss  to  enlist  m  a  ^olilier,  or  to  Qincv  »a  asAilor. 
howev^fj  not  be  undrrrftood  tlut  any  mui  ought 
MvWy  to  b**  eKcKidwl  from  sitiiatiocB  thjtt   arc  oj^en  to  1 
rrllfiw-.stibjt^ctFi — hut  that  is  n  question  of  poUticfil  cxpedio 
The  Con^vtitulion  must  halancejand,  itia  to  be  pre«uified,l 
wvigbr'd  lint  advantages  ^nJ  disadvantages — and  the  i 
vantageB  (so  far  a*;  re*pecLs  the  slrecglh  niwl  cotisolu: 
the  empire)  of  ex^^hiding  ev^fi  the  high«r  classes  (rotn^ 
ffituAtton?<  referred  to,  do  not  appear  to  possess  ibat ' 
importance  nhich  ia  attempted  m  be  given  to  them. 

The  hArdshijft,  Sir,  upon  the  higher  clnsses  Is 
considerable,  but  ntands  jtiKtiflrd  h^  tlte  grounfls  of  t%f 
encyiipon  whicli  the  ConntitutioT^  h as  founded  theexdu 
In  point  of  principle,  howeter,  the  hanUhip  is  diminbbe 
the  Union:  since  the  Romnn  (^AtboUcs,  nho,  wIuIp 
wa4  a  separAte  kingdom,  farmed  three-fit^bfl  of  the 
tion  of  thm  country,  and  u-ere  yet  evclnd^d  from  itfl  j 
ment,  may  now,  with   more  appearance  of  juarico,  be) 
eluded  from  sharing  in  thr-  gi^vmnnrnt  of  the  I'niird 
pire,  of  whdtir  i>ntire  populniion  they  form  o»ily 
piirt. 

The  next  fldvantAge  held  out,  h  "  conoiliation  And  i 
faction/'  Thjit  conceRMon  will  conciliate  fiud  ultify 
Roman  Catholics  H  aX  lenat  contrary  to  pavt  «vpeni*ncc(j 
fact  bang,  ttmt  tvhiln  restriction  wok  mntt  Acmn'^  ibe  Ke 
Catholics  were  mofit  quiet:  arid  e^er  since  conc«K 
have  begun,  they  hare  been  ntoni  diAutieAei]  i  and 
demands  have  progrefiaEv^ly  Snereased.     lite  fact 
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stated.  That  same  inconvenience  may  have  attended  the 
taking  off  restrictions,  furnishes  no  sufBcient  reason  against 
the  propriety  of  that  measure — far  otherwise — still  less, 
would  it  justify  the  re-enacting  of  those  restrictions.  But 
when  conciliation  and  satisfaction  are  held  out  as  advantages 
which  would  follow  from  concession,  past  experience  renders 
it  probable  that  the  expectation  of  those  consequences  may 
be  disappointed. 

Suppose,  Sir,  that  all  the  demands  now  made  were  con< 
ceded;  would  the  measure  stop  here?  would  the  Roman 
Catholics  be  satisfied? — ^That  is  hardly  possible ;  for  other 
measures,  some  of  smaller,  some  of  greater  importance,  must 
follow,  because  they  would  stand  upon  the  same  principle — 
such  as  the  repeal  of  all  restrictions  upon  the  English  Ro- 
man Catholics — the  repeal  of  the  Corporation  and  Test  Acts 
— the  non-payment  of  tithes  by  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics  to 
the  Protestant  Establishment — a  Roman  Catholic  Establish- 
ment in  Ireland.  After  these,  would  the  Protestant  Church 
of  Ireland  be  quite  secure? — would  the  estates  held  by  Pro- 
testants remain  unassailed  ? — and  are  we  quite  sure  that  an 
attempt  at  Roman  Catholic  ascendancy  would  not  be  made 
even  in  this  country?  Great  privileges  have  been  already 
granted  to  the  Roman  Catholics;  not  only  the  free  and 
secure  exercise  of  their  religion,  and  equal  protection  to  their 
persons  and  property,  but  a  considerable  share  of  political 
power  has  been  conceded  to  them  by  the  elective  iranchise. — 
The  elective  franchise  has  given  them  an  extensive  inBuence 
over  the  Protestants  themselves; — it  has  made  the  voice  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  to  be  beard  pretty  distinctly  in  the 
legislature.  There  is  no  danger  of  their  interests  being 
overlooked  and  neglected. 

But,  Sir,  it  U  said  that,  "  the  concession  must  be  made ;  it 
is  demanded  by  four  millions  of  subjects*  In  this  demand 
they  are  determined  to  persevere  year  after  year,  till  they 
obtainitfrom  Parliament;"  nay, even  menacesare insinuated — 
"  insurrection  and  rebellion — the  dissolution  of  the  Union — 
and  a  total  separation  between  the  two  countries." 

Sir,  the  firmness  of  the  legislature  in  the  discharge  of  its 
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duty  to  t)ie  nation  b  not  to  be  nlarnncd  by  such  coDsidcrationj. 
MeruiccA  injure  rather  tiian  tt$^\st  the  cause  tbey  are  meant  la 
promolc^    They  will  not  extort  concefsions*     Extorted 
CG»iionfi  novcryvi  {produced  conciliation;  the)  only  sen' e 
dcjpradc  tlio«c  from  whom  they  are  exinrtcd-     Tbr 
attituile  of  intimtJatioii  ii^^umed  by  tbu  Roman  Catholics 
IreLar^d  seems  of  lUclf  ;i  stron;^  objection  to  the  niaki 
any  concefl^ion  at  this  time. 

The  Koiimn  Culhulit  body,  it  is  irui*,  are  numerous 
bigh-5piritcd>  tirin,  and  attuclieil  to  tbcir  rcti^ou;  butt!; 
l^otestant  fe1lo^--subjccts  ob&o,  arc  not  dcticienC  in  tboio 
riULdities,  and  in  minibers  are  four  to  one.     The  le^istatw 
will  not  be  readily  pievailcd  upon  to  give  up  the  Frotwtaal 
ascendancy.    Hie  kindness  of  the  Protestantit  to  ibeir  Romai 
Catholic  fellow -^ul>ject»  hits  no  otber  boundary  timii  itIiaI 
neees^ar)-  to  the  eecnrity  of  their  own  constitutionit  cftal 
lisbmcnts  in  Church  and  State ;  but  they  must  hare  seca: 
Tbe  veiy  numbers  of  the   Roman  Catholics  increase  ihe' 
danger  of  adutitiing  them  to  a  fuH  share  of  power.     Uihi 
wcni  fcvTf  the  boon  might  be  granted  with  grejiter 
bui  their  numbers,  though  in  some  respects  stren 
their  claims,  yet  e.\so  fortigcs  the  ground  of  refusat,  and  thif ' 
on  the  main  point, — namctvT  security. 

What  then,  Sir,  U  lb*:  Heeurily  f     Of  special  anangccwuu 
for  domestic  tranquillity,  and  b;]iniers  a^'aiost  foreign  ialli^^ 
ence,  wc  hear  nothing — the  only  security  is  one  vhicli  t^ki^| 
Constitution  always  provides,  namely,  a  Protestant  Sovereaga- 
In  the  first  place,  Sir,  the  Constitution  ha»  bitherio  M 
thought  that  alono  a  sufBcient  security;  huE  it  Ints  cnctrcM 
Uie  throne  n-ich  Protestant  MinUten^,  and  uitli  a  Prolej 
Pnrliiiment.     Sieppinp  down,  however,  from  chat 
ya  lool^iiig  prospectively  to  a  futun*  period,  (for,  in  a  nai 
uf  such  cNtreme  tmportaiM-e,  tvemtiKt  not  confine  our  viev 
'  thr  prexcnt  moment,)  let  us  suppose  a  monarch  Siccrctly 
'cUned  lo  Che  Homan  Catholic  religion,  or  one  wholly  t 
fervnl  to  all  religion^  jitcachcd  to  Roman  Catholic  favouri 
ninl    Roman    Cjttholic   rniniinterft  —  tbat,    in    the    lloii^e 
Cutuiiuiim,  \\\vrv  wi-re  a  humlrcil  Koiaan  Catholic  meuibtfi 
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beeideK  th€  lutiml  intltienco  of  the  Crown — thai  th€T«  were 

^Romaii  Catlio)k:(  mbxctl  in  M  purt£  of  the  State,  in  ull  the 

'powers  af  the  fiovcrnrocnt»  nnd  in  hi^li  milllury  coramanii— 

backed  l>y  four  inilhons  of  population,  under  tht-  inHucncc  of 

Romsn  Catholic  priesthood;  fh^t  pric»Uiood  under  the 

'auttiority  of  a  forfi^^i  powyr;   nnd  that  power,  in  effect, 

France; — would  ihunj  he  no  danger  to  jour  ecelemalicul 

establishment},  or  your  civil  hbcrties,  or  rather,  to  hoth?  for 

Ihc^y  will  !»tnnd  or  full  togclhL*r  I     Even  all  the  arrangements 

and  bnrrieTS  that  couhi  be  formed  mi^ht  be  Awept  £tvray,  find 

the  nation  ho  ijiroWed  in  the  horrora  of  a  civil  und  religious 

war — it  might  have  no  resource  but  in  resislaucc  and  revdu- 

tion.     If  •icich  cjilamities  are  even  po^sibhr,  the  ri«k  should 

HOC  bo  run;  even  the  Hftk,  even  the  poFJEibility,  even  the 

apprehension,  woiiJi  be  a  calamity.    The  nation  would  Dot 

IN    passively  dehver  up  their  i'roiGStunt  Church  to  a  Roman 

■Catholie  courts    nor  their  cinl  liberties   to  an   arbitrary 

Hgovcrnuietit. 

^^  Let  us  not  mistake,  Sir,  the  silence  of  the  nation  at  the 
present  moment  for  initemibilit^T  to  thi-t  subject;  »tiU  less  for 
acr|uioAcence  in  these  claims.     If  the  tflbic  of  the  House  is 
^net  covered  vfith  petitions,  it  is  only  because  the  people  at 
Blarge  think,  at  present,  that  there  is  no  chfLnee  of  the  claims 
being  conceded ;  but  if  they  saw  any  appearance  of  it,  the 
voice  of  the  nation  would  prol)ahly  he  heard  in  pretty  loud 
accents.     Though  Che  mild  and  benign  spirit  of  toleration, 
vhich  lus  long  characterised  our  Constitution,  and  actuated 
our  Church,  has  most  happily  exttngnished  religious  antipa- 
11^    Chiefti  yet  it  is  erroneous  to  suppose  that  the  uiitioii  is  become 
HinditTerent  to  its  Pi-otestant  altars.     It  is  amcioas  for  their 
^pre^ent  security^  not  only  from  religious  preference,  but  be- 
cause they  arc  satisfied  tbat  with  the  Piotostanl  a^cendaiiey 
are  intimately  interwoven  the  civil  liberties  of  the  people, 
k     But,  Sir,  it  may  be  asked,  i*  the  exclusion,  then,  necessarily 
Hto  be  jHTpetuftl  ?— ecrtainly  not ;— a  cbonge  of  circumfitancea 
^pu;  render  an  extension  of  privile^^a  secure.     The  moift 
l^iinportant  change  is  from  ignorance  to  tnowlcilge,  itom  lur- 
,  bulcnce  to  civil  and  social  order.     The  d«nger,  hi  a  consi- 
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derabk  de^je^,  arifci;  from  the  great  mass  of  ibe  Roman 
CMholIco,— those  in  trhom  ihc  pliy^i^al  force  of  the  bodj 
rc^itlcss — bein^r  tbrough  their  igi>orance,  uiwler  the  entire 
dominion  of  Uietr  (jrieslhood.  ThU  physaca)  forco,  xmcvt 
that  inflacncc,  connected  lA'ith  foreign  authority,  and  guided 
by  the  higlicr  oltu^sca;  fully  eharing  In  pcUtical  power,  mighl 
be  applied  to  the  most  dangerous  purpoien;  «td,  unfa«i 
human  nature  itself  is  changed,  the  attempt  of  bo  applying  il 
b  probable.  A  panictpauon  of  power  between  parties  who 
m^ttvnally  differ  tipan  sodw  great  principle,  has  never  yd 
existed  without  each  attempting  to  gam  the  a9cenJancy-  Thu 
Is  no  reflection  on  the  Roman  Catholics.  The  love  of  powrT 
is  umversat.  Tlie  Protes^lttnte  equally  possess  it.  They  b«iv 
the  ascendancy — they  bavc  it  justly;  not  only  by  tbs  laws  of 
tbe  ocmstitulion,  but  as  being  fcur«fiflhs  of  the  jiopuiarion  of 
the  empire.  'I1iey  um;  it  mildly  and  moclonucly;  ilivy  maii^ 
tahi  ftil)  toloratian;  under  their  lucemlaney  the  greattlt 
blessings  have  lieen  enjoyed  by  llic  nation ;  it  is  their  rigbl, 
nayr  it  is  tbcir  duty,  not  to  risk  tlic  k&s  of  ibat  ascemiancy. 

But,  Sir.  aokeliorate  the  coixlilkm  of  tl>e  lower  orders  o{^ 
Uie  Bomaii  Calholtcs  as  much  as  po^^ible— -cihicnte  thent^^^ 
Mllghten  tbem-'-cnablc  them  to  read,  (o  oxAminct  and  W^M 
decide  for  themselves  upon  the  great  principles  and  preoepu 
of  religion;  teach  them  to  estimate  the  true  value  of  lolorfr 
ticn,  and  the  blessings  of  the  Drilish  Constitution ;  (ct  ihrm 
show  their  chanjb[e  ond  their  impTOvement  by  living  in  (!» 
Bubml&aion  and  onlerly  obedieisce  Co  tlie  laws ;  t  ben,  and  not 
till  then,  can  further  concussions  be  sufely  panted  to  thcra. 

Sir,  diU  nppeai^  to  be  the  ricw  whldi  Fariiataent  vhonU 
uke  of  die  subject.  Ii  is  hif*hiy  desirable  to  come  to  a  frktk 
and  open  decision  upon  it;  iliac  betn^  the  most  bkely  mode 
to  produce  qiiiec  Suspense  only  fosierH  dii^coDteni.  Tb« 
itoman  Caiholio^  cannot  but  1m;  a^^red  tliat  the  legislature 
has  felt  tl)u  strongest  disposition  to  give  the  tnoat  fuU  tnd 
deililierate  consideration  to  iheJr  claims;  tl>ey  baTc  be<n 
repentedly  entertained  and  discttssed ;  every  argument  which 
ability  and  zcail  could  sugge^  hare  been  oAercd  in  support 
of  them. 
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erance,  however,  is  threatened.  Can  the  UomAzi 
Calliolics  suppose  that,  upon  a  subject  so  vitally  important 
to  the  befit  interests  of  the  nation,  i\ia  legislature  nili  be 
iteased  into  acquiescence  by  importunity?  stiJl  less,  that  it 
be  overawed  by  menace?  certminly  nol.  It  is  only  by  a 
fcrence  to  tlie  leaton  and  conviction  of  Parliament  that  tliey 
ivc  any  prospect  of  success  to  their  applicattonp  ?^atisty 
'arliJinicm  that  the  boon  can  be  granted  with  perfect  safety 
the  Constitution  in  Chui"cli  and  State,  and  it  will  be  granted 
leariy  with  unanimity,  ahnost  by  jicclamiition. 
But,  Sir,  the  proof  lies  upon  the  Komtin  CfithoUcs;  and 
tliat  proof  must  be  clear.  The  nation  will  not  be  satistted 
Lthat  their  conftituuonal  Liberties  should  be  risked  upon  spccu* 
ive  opinions  and  abstract  Tefinements.  The  stake  is  too 
ini]M>rtant  to  be  ventured  on  a  mere  calculation  of  chnnces, 
LiVt  the  eonceasions  pro|>osed  be  stated  with  precision^Ehe 
barriers  and  arrangements,  which  are  to  accompany  them,  be 
pCCiiralely  set  forth^  and  Citrefiilly  examined,  so  as  to  a&STire 
of  perfect  securilyp  If  that  course  is  not  pursued,  where 
wtt  to  stop?  where  can  wc  mak^  our  .statid  with  safety,  but 
at  the  point  at  which  wc  arc  already  arrirtrd?  Without  a 
change  in  the  condition  of  tbe  Koman  Cnthohcs,  and  without 
ample  securities,  should  the  Proteetant  circle  round  thfi 
throre  be  drawn  still  closer,  we  may,  as  that  circle  is  diinl* 
ni«hingj  be  carried  on,  even  witti  accelerated  velodty,  towards 
a  vortex^  which  wonid  cngulph  in  \\t  ubyss,  the  I^otestant 
throne,  the  religious  cstablistiments,  and  the  civil  liberties  of 
the  nation. 


(  swi   ) 
SPEECH 

LCSL1B    FOSTER,    ESQ. 
tf.r.  roaT11Scot^tTOFIxnTTtl. 


When  ihc  fli>inan  Calliolic  Clflims  wcro  liTOU^lit   ItfTWftril  tn  ih 

M.  P.  for  itic  Cminty  'if  Louth,  in  Iivlanil,  adilrtMtc^  iJx^  HoWf 
in  ihf  follrtwing  iH.'ripitin»is  and  Proioaunt  cliwioD. 


Sir. — Thorc  appears  t»  hv  nn  imprcsumn  in  thf»  Hnttv«j 
that  no  x>^reons  in  IrelamI  but  (lie  socii^ly  of  Orflng('7npii , 
hoiitilc  to  tbe  prayi^r  of  the  present  petition-    IWit  imprc?!: 
M  moiit  <jrroneous.     Thpre  are  nnry,  very  many  in<1uiJii3 
in  thai  country  tmver  connected  with  that  society,  nho  An 
iit<^A<)i1y  opposed  to  the  mensure  before  the  Honite-    Oftbo^ 
nutncrous  opponents,  I,  Sir,  mn  one.     Bitt  hiving'  madciiicn<^H 
tioii  of  tlut  society,  I  ^h^ll  latie  tliieopporiupilyofexprewD^^I 
my  regret  at  its  existence,  nni\  mj  snxiety  to  see  il  ilittiolrird,*     _ 
Hou-ev«r,  Sir,  [  ititi^t  confess  that  I  cunnot  M>cthc  inoEwno^H 
ihc  honourable  bai^onet  (Biinlt-tt)  *d  (Uve«ted  of  ;il)  its  cl«n*^l 
geri-    All  vrho  huve  nttenilei)  lo  th«  Advocncy  of  Fhic  qiiCAtioo 
of  Iftte  year?  must  pei'ccive  a  very  grent  chflngnin  the  tone  of 
its  supporter*".  Forn»*rIytliey  declared  ihut^  tin*  Irish  Churchg^ 
Kstahlis Anient  should  remain  inviolnte;  that  the  conceityiou  (n^| 
the  Roman  Catholic  elaims  vroukl  hritig  no  danger  to  it. 
But  lately  that  lone  hiu*  been  iillered ;  imd  now  wc  hear ' 
nothing  but  how  unsuitable  the  ProtestAnt  Church  i^  toll 
di^pntiition  of  thr  THuh  people,  and  how  bfrn^ficial  the  ah 
tion  of  It  woidd  prore  to  their  mo«  iiiiporlflnt  intercuts,  '1^ 
the  honotirahle  movor  hn*  not  uttered  these  tentimenU 
the  cour^n  of  hift  sp<*pch,  hnl  other  honourable  m^mhi^rJ, '« 
other  occasions,  havt*  not  placard  tJicmBelvi*s  under  Kinnl. 
restramt.     Nay,  them  \x  a  notire,  nt  ihiK  moment  p^titilir 

*  Ihe  Society  of  Oraagcmcn  ha*  bton  imGi>  f olumAtily  dindvod. 
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of  a  motion  on  the  state  of  tlie  Protestant  CImrch  EstablUb* 
nwni  in  Ireland. 

ISut,  Sir,  what  u  a  more  importjuit  proof  on  this  point  ia, 
the  dUtiiict  anii  open  avowal  hUcly  made  by  a  Romaii  Ua* 
tholic  of  high  Authority  in  their  church,  (Dr,  Doyle,)  that 
the  more  nitmerous  the  Protectant  clergy  were  in  IreUruI, 
the  more  odioua  the  PrntCfrtant  religion  became,  nnd  that 
tliat  EstAblishiuent  vras  altogether  inconsblent  with  the  pcnc« 
and  welfare  uf  Ireland.  It  hnn  bt^cn  doscribcd  by  a  n^embcr 
of  the  C«itbohc  A^octation  (Mr.  Shiel)  rs  a  gorgeous  nui- 
sance; othi^rs  of  that  body  hAve  honoured  it  with  less  mea- 
flured  condom  nation,  a^d  hare  lefltheirexcitedand  prejudiced 
auditors  to  draw  from  it  any  practieal  conchiaton^  \hty  may 
be  mild  enough  to  adopt.  Bur,  tliere  is  a  still  higher  docu* 
I  iDcnt  mdic:ilivc  of  thff  hostile  ^iptrit  felt  against  the  Protestant 
l^stablUbment  of  Ireland ;  a  document  proceeding  from  the 
opposite  Eidc  of  the  House,  (the  Opposition,)  and  eviilently 
prepared  in  anticipation  of  the  present  debnte^l  mean  an 
article  in  ibe  last  "Edinburgh  Review/'  x^hich  has  been  put 
into  my  hands,  and  nln^o  into  the  hands  of  other  honourable 
mon^bcrs.  In  lh*il  article  the  aholiticnof  tlie  Iri^h  Protestant 
Church  I^stablUbment  is  bid  dnwit  as  the  indispensable  foun- 
dation-stotie  of  the  prosperity  of  Ireland. 

Now,  Sir,  looking  at  this  question  in  reference  to  the 
British  Con:<EitT]tion,  I  hnvc  no  hesitation  to  att^ert,  that  if 
the  whole  constitutional  principles  be  kept  in  view,  the  mo- 
dem doctruie  of  ibc  abolition  of  our  ecclesiastical  institutions 
canrol  hold  its  ground  for  a  moment*  Ifcver}'  sect  of  religion 
be  admitted  to  an  et|aal  share  in  the  government,  the  Pro- 
tcatant  religion  will  cease  to  become  what  wc  have  hitherto 
considered  it — im  cj^sential  portion  of  our  glorious  constitu- 
tion; aTid.in  a  potilicfil  jxiint  of  view,  will  p0!s>;e»s  l»ut.i  mere 
balance  of  pi^ference  over  ila  various  and  numerous  enemies, 
the  sectaries  of  the  day.  The  (jui-^ition  of  the  particidar 
rehgion  of  a  govcriinicut  cannot,  I  think,  be  decided  by  an 
appeal  to  the  unanimous  consent  of  a  people ;  for  there  is  no 
religion  fi-om  which  persons  will  not  be  found  to  depart:  il 
uiuiti  be  settled,  either  by  an  cxauiination  of  iia  intrinsic 


meritet  or  by  the  strong  luiiwi  of  power;  and,  on  eiiliw  of 
those  grounds,  I  conU*ikL  for  the  continued  Bsccndancyof  Ihr 
Protestant  £vtablubineiit.  That  t^tabUshmcot,  J  regret  lo 
sa}-,  h^  become  ft  topk  of  <1isciu&ion,  of  ^jKcuUtion,  anl 
censure;  not  among  tlie  Cntholic  Associatlou  ftlone,  but  n 
every  ^Uge  and  cottage  throughout  Iri'land.  In  Khon.  m 
unircnal  atCem[>t  has  been  made  in  that  country  to  Uirov 
cx'ery  sort  of  c«n5ur«,  and  lo  excite  every  degree  of  odum 
against  the  ProtcsUrt  I'^clesiaaiit^al  institutions* 

1,  Sir,  iim  as  unwiUing  as  any  man  lo  a»crJbe  to  the  cler^7 
of  that  EstubltiJiinent  any  imagmary  virtues,  or  to  cJook  any 
Teal  defects.  1  am  reiuly  lo  go  aa  fiu  as  any  rational  roan  « 
^o,  tovards  the  institution  of  aalntary  regulations ;  bat  vbea 
I  hear  the  Protestant  body  of  Ireland  slandered  and  Io«'«red 
in  every  social  relation  of  life — when  1  hcjir  them  declared  l» 
he  Orangonr-n  in  tlitur  politks^  in^igniticatit  as  capilalbm 
as  hjidlord^,  l>ut  partial  possessors  of  estates ;  and  trifling 
a  population,  I  cannot  but  see  danger  in  tbose  calumnies 
1  caniK»t  let  ihem  pasa  unrefuted.  The  precise  nusAbcr 
the  Roman  Catholic  portion  of  the  population  of  Ireland  i 
not  inaCcTial  to  the  merits  of  their  petition :  ^  is  of  no  coDSfr 
quencc  lo  them  whctbcr  they  be  a  million  more  or  a  milfioo 
fewer;  but  it  is  not  so  vith  the  FrotestanLs ;  a  millioD  mubfi 
a  great  diC^rence  in  their  case;  for  if  the  decrea«e  of 
Protestants  be  ao  groat  as  tias  been  stated, — if  FrotestaiH 
pastors  have  indeed  lost  their  iloeks»  then  it  is  time  for  us  10 
investigate  thesyatemof  Jio  efttablishmeut  which  could  prodm 
such  cfleets;  and  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  imparting  such  aa 
objectionable  character  to  our  Prot<!Stant  CJkim:h  EstaUb^ 
ment,  thai  so  much  ingenuity  and  Ubour  have  been  used  by 
the  advocates  of  Roman  Catholic  emancipation— to  press  the 
numerical  supcrioritj-  of  the  Roman  Catholic  popuhLttoa  co 
the  attention  of  the  Protestant  people  of  Englaud- 

Now,  Sir,  this  alleged  excess  can  be  best  proved  fiitm 
tistical  documeniH.  Of  the  sevcraL  ancient  attempts  to 
tain  the  population  of  Ireland,  ±>ir  M'Uliom  Petty  has  beca 
4idraiiied  to  be  the-  most  authemic;  and  he  baa  staled 
aumbur  of  the  Ptoteslnnts  to  be  300,000,  and  tfaat  of 
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XathoUcfi,  M)OtOOO,  Noir,  Uting  that  as  the  datum 
of  succe»LVc  c«lculation«,  we  can  come  to  a  prettf  certain 
catcubtion  of  their  reiativc  numbers  at  subflcquent  periods. 
The  next  ceusLu  vas  not  made  untU  the  tinu«f  of  tlie  ln<te- 
ipeDdeDce  of  Ireland,  when  Lord  Charlemont,  in  un  address 
;to  U>e  Voluiiiecr*  snid, — "  Kerer  tell  me  thnt  one  million  of 
Procestuits  can  hold  three  millions  of  Otholics  in  @ubjec- 
tjon-"— Ncv  Lord  Charlemont  wts  ^nrong  m  tiiat  siaUtnent; 
bntf  hoircver,  the  statement,  tiiough  partially  t.rronc0U4  in 
iUelt  borrowed  fmpoTtance  &oin  tlie  churactc'-r  of  tlic  man 
who  nude  it;  for,  on  hi«  authority^  Ihe  Roman  C&tboUcs 
wcrcnotmhistinK-nioTc  thnn  three  to  one  of  the  Proiestnnt* 
of  IrclniHl.  )5ut  Mr-  Uu&lie,  who  assessed  the  pa|mbiiLOii  in 
lias,  found  the  endre  population  to  eoitsist  of  four  millionii 
and  ibriy  tbousaad,  and  the  proportion  of  Homan  CothohcM  to 
ProtefttantitoL>e]eAs  thjin  ibrecMoone;  ami  this  has  been  ever 
considerod  an  autlicnDc  apportionrncnt  of  tlic  numbers  of  di€ 
two  religions  at  that  tin^c  Simro  then,  no  census  was  taken 
until  the  year  ISD^l^whcnthe  coUcctii-e  popuUtion  was  stated 
to  be  m  mitlion^  eight  hundred  thousand  soiiJs;  but  tlie  as* 
sumption  that  tUt  intermediate  uccc^^ion  consisted  of  Roman 
Catholics  alone,  has  given  rise  lo  the  erroneous,  jct  generally 
used  phrase,  of  '*six  millions  of  Uonian  Catholics,  and  but 
one  million  of  Prote.stjmt.t."  To  these  six  laillions,  the 
bouourablu  member  for  tlie  Queen's  county  has  added  an 
iQcrease  of  oce  million  since  the  year  I  &£l ;  atd  Ibai  addition 
be  attributes,  by  an  additiooal  error,  to  the  body  of  Roman 
Catholics  alone. 

Noil',  Sir,  I  am  morally  certain,  that  the  )X)pulation  of 
Irtlamd  has  not  tiKrca^ed  »ince  the  year  18^1 ;  it  has  ratlier 
received  a  corrective  check,  from  that  system  of  dispeopling 
iMtales,  which  lias  spread^o  much  mi<ery  through  tbticouutrj 
— a systemaeledonbytho^  landlords  who,  having  db£<jovered 
brute  cattle  are  more  lucrative  to  them  than  crowds  of 
human  beings  lijivc*  not  scrupled  to  sweep  tliirty  or 
&rty  famUic9  from  tbelr  e«utcs,  and  embody  the  former  nu- 
merous diviiiioQs  of  their  land  into  a  few  large  farms.  Fa* 
init>e  lias  alao  oliecked  the  pupuljition;  for,  in  my  progre^ 
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througli  js«vcr«l  parts  of  the  kingdom,  I  have  seen  those 
wretched  oatcasU  from  their  fonns  scattered  into  ititterAOt 
acmlicancy  through  the  country,  or  fixed  in  stationary  pi>-     \ 
■■Tcrtj'  in  the  lowD,  und  sullering  such  cxtronieg  of  miser;  as 
wouhl,  if  detailed,  hany>vr  up  the  feeUngs  of  the  Houfc- 
Tlie  population  was  checked  by  the  «ar  also,  and  (hat  in  n^^ 
tnfling  degree;  &o  that  I  am  safe  in  repeating,  tK<it  il  h^H 
advanced  in  a  very  trifling  degree,  within  the  last  three  jearr. 
Hut,  Sir,  honournhb  members  opposite  have  so  often 
as«;rted  this  increase,  and  so  oHcn  repeated  the  allegalioa     I 
coDtmned  in  the  Koman  Catholic  petitions,  that  1  felt  iny«dr 
bound  to  look  for  dcciinicntary  evidence  on  the  subject ;  and 
I  am  happy  to  inform  the  House,  that  I  hare  found  it;  bit 
it  b  of  a  nature  that  will  not  be  very  paUtable  to  gentlenom 
on  the  other  i^ido  of  the  House.     In  Ubter,  the  ])opulilion, 
according  to  the  census  of  Ib^ii^  was  l,ii9d,0U0,  of  vhocn 
1,170,000  weie   Pri>testants.    In  Leinsler,  tlic  population 
wa«   1,7^7,000,    of   Khom  iS70,000  were   Protestants. 
Munster,  the  population  was    1^35,000*  of  tr horn  200, 
were  ProteMant:^.     In  all  Ireland  there  vere  1,860,000  Pro- 
tectants, and  J-jyoO.OOO  Komari   Cathohcv,  and  socie 
numbers.     This  is    nearly  the  »tmc  rfitio  as  that  whidi 
M'illjAm  Petty  stated  it  to  be  in  his  t^me. 

It  was  asserted,  Sir,  that  the  Protc^rtant^  of  Ireland  ci' 
a]iiu)st  all  Presbyterians,      I  deny  the  assertion.     The 
derator  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ireknd  reckoned 
number  of  Presbjteriatis  at  560,000.     I  believe  it,  howoTi 
to   be   neaier  to    620,000,      'J'o   this    number  I  wiH 
i^ftOO  as  the  number  of  other  dti^fteiiter^  from  the  Ch 
including  Quakers,  Anabopttats,  Seccdcrs,  &c.;  aud 
will  thus  be  a  total  Df6tJ5,0()0  Protestant  Dissenters  fifcwD 
church  of  Ireland.     The  whole  number  of  Protestants 
Ireland  I  have  before  shown   to  te  l,HtiO,000;  sothatitb 
clear  thai  a  lart^e  majority  of  tht^m  are  tnemberH  of  the  l^stA- 
blinheil  Church.     1  tiave  nut  made  this  comparison  of  n 
bers  niTkltonsly;  but  I  think  that  I  oni  fully  justified 
making  il^  after  the  manner  in  which  the  advocates  of  il 
side  uf  tlm  question  which  1  esiwuse  have  been  tau 
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with  the  ovcrwbclmiiig  numcncal  supcrigrky  gf  the  Ito- 
niAD  CiiUioIicfi.  I  know  timt  lIiubl*  wliu  opp[>»t^  me  ure 
aVAPc  of  lUc  uL'Ciuucjr  ofuiy  *itfilt;jtieut;  mid  I  beLkie  (hatt 
they  are  tlie  maitt  uii^iftUtablt:  trullia  tliut  Uuvc  been  offered 
for  tln-'ir  coHsiclcniUuii,  JiLring  the  vrliolc  Qfthe  ntormy  period 
oftlie  IaM  twenty  yeiii.s.  I  »hnll  eny  no  more  on  the  \iiMiii 
ofnumbcr^i  but  will  piocccd  tu  another  point,  which  I  coii* 
sider  of  considerable  iinportatice- 

Scmeyeora  aj^o,  Str,  lie  lloitae  wav  asked,  o»  the  sulrjcct 
of  Uomun  Catbollc  ctiifincJpation,  "  AVhat  urc  yoti  iifruid 
qIV*  You  h4ve  tin  ciiLMny  on  the  throne  of  France,  who  h 
an  enemy  of  aU  religion  ;  you  have  a  Pope  £o  fur  divc»lcd  of 
all  power,  ns  to  be  absolutely  a  piidviier;  you  liJive  got  rid 
ofthc  bu^be^Lr  whkli  you  once  found  in  t)ie  JeaiiitAf  you 
he-nr  no  more  uf  tbcr  inrallihility  of  gentr^U  eouncilsi  you 
have,  tnOcud,  a  Roiimu  Cniholic  religion,  but  of  a  very  dif' 
iercnt  clinrnclcr  from  ihat  by  which  it  wci»  formerly  ditttin* 
gtii^lieJ — ofwhat^then,  urc  you  ufrjidf"  The  very  mode 
in  ivhicli  cUia  argumeiil  waa  put,  showed  thitt  the  pju-tica  who 
used  it  at  that  lime  thought  th«l  there  might  be  jii»t  ground 
oftfUnn  jjj  u  Kiifg  of  Fr^incc  liho  w«i«  il  firm  friend  to  tJie 
Homari  Catholic  creed  ;  in  a  Pope  who  wa^  firmly  esta- 
blished in  bi«  chAiri  iu  the  eikistencc  of  tlic  Jesuits  as  a  rc- 
li^ioua  boily  ;  arid  in  the  reatorotion  of  the  Romiui  Catholic 
rohgioti  to  all  Us  ohl  superstition. 

Kon-j  Sir,  let  the  House  eoiiuder  how  the  cade  atmida  At 
prcMrnt.  The  voynl  family  of  TrEizicc  cftnnot  be  Hmnted, 
CYCn  by  their  bittereal  ciiemicB,  uilli  benig  indjflcrciit  Ro- 

xi  Ciithohc»,  It  luu  been  atiid,  tb^t  the  head  of  it  It  c«st- 
m^  an  eye  uputi  Ircbntd;  ifhe  be,  it  ia  an  eye  of  religion, 
ami  not  of  |H>litics.  1  Juinly  bebcvci  thai  tlic  granting  an 
dcttuiity  to  the  emigrants  is  the  tbird,  ibc  upholding  the 
principle  of  leKiUuKicy  tht*  st^cuiidi  and  tbe  rc-catnbHsbnicnt 
of  the  Itonian  Catli^^hc  religion  iu  ;iU  parts  of  the  world  w  bcrc 
It  has  be<Mi  once  professed,  is  the  firat  and  loading  |viMion 
othis  mind*  The  chair  of  St.  Peter  is  nt  present  Glled  with 
a  worthy  successorof  the  Gregories  and  tlie  Clements;  iit>d 
I  really  believci  that  hi»  ei^ual  \ut.i  not  been  vested  with  the 
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tiant  for  many  cemun4!9.    It  is,  hcwcrcr,  known  that  bee 
exerting  »U  the  powers  of  his  mind  to  regain  tbc  InfluefiGc 
which  formerly  belonged  to  hU  Htatlon.     The  ifesu&if  ais^ 
again  e»tablisbc<l,  not  otUy  abroa<l,  but  alM>  m  hume;  tio^^ 
morel;  111  France  and  Spain,  b^it  also  in  l^gtantl  and  Ik- 
lond^    The   Itoman  Catholic  religion   h  again  dpjiling  b 
inimclc«  jind  tmlulgenc^ft ;  unil  displajin^  a  spiric  of  ialole- 
rancc  and  persecution,  which  can  onlj  be  equalled  by 
which  It  disptaycd  in  the  seTvntuentli  cctiiiiry,     Now,  wl 
•uch  U  Admitted  to  he  the  fact,  I  ouinot  mm*  the  conswtt 
of  tl>c  logic  which  caUed  upon  th«  House  to  make  coocc^ 
siona  which  were  questionable  when  there  was  no  datigCTi 
under  circiiniicattcefl  which  the  very  ad^ocAte£  of  einuid| 
tion  admit  to  be  full  of  danger. 

But,  Sir,  oYorlookiiig  this  inconsistency,  I  will  say  that,! 
if  the  circum&tancL-s  I  have  just  mentioned  did  not  crxisl, 
present  i£  not  a  tiaie  to  concede  anything  to  tho  Romaa  < 
iholic'^*     Thcprc'cnt  is  one  ofthose  epochs  In  which  i 
15  much  Tcltgio^iK  o^^iccment  abroad,  and  In  which 
wtA  is  even  paratnount  to  political  amlntion.     This  is  pjovcd 
by  the  numerous  Bible  Societies,  Missionary  Societies^  and 
whatnot,  which  now  exUt  in  Kngland;  and  by  the  pTopo^ 
rition  of  a  law  of  sacrilege  In  France,  which  one  could  ea^q 
suppose  to  have  been  enacted  in  tbc  most  intolerant  purio 
of  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV,    This  law  »  the  miiiiifcst  |it>1 
geny  of  icllgloua  zeal,  and  is  so  opposite  to  the  spirit  ot  t^ 
French  nation,  tl^at  if  ever  an  attempt  be  made  to  act  uptffi 
it,  it  will  cause  greater  trouble  to  the  dynasty  of  Bourbon 
Chan  any  which  they  hnvc  hitherto  exjiericncecl.    The  pre- 
sent Is,  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  ^\f,  the  very  hut  motncat 
when  any  change  should  be  made  at  uU  adding  religiow 
opinions.     I  am  hu.^ti1e  to  £uch  change,  becatise  I  Bee  tiii' 
Roman  CatboUcs  mixing  up  polktict  with  their  religion :  bmI 
because  i  know,  that  the  alliance  between  religion  and  poll* 
tics  is  always  dangeroti}. 

Gentlemen   fonnerly  ^ald  to  mc,  "  Von  object  tc 
clungv^ ;  but  why  f^do  you  tliink  that  things  can  erer 
to  their  old  situation  r'     I  wIllu-U  ihcnt.lliat  I  do  not  a 
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think  that  tlicjr  migtiC  r«vert  to  iti  but  1  know  ihtki  thcjr  hnvc 
so  rcvcrtcJ  alri?A<ly.  TbU  oinglc  fiict  dford9  mc  nmttor 
for  ooDsidcrAtioD,  before  I  give  up  Atty  of  tbc  i>ri»cipl«  of 
the  Brilbb  Con»iUut»n.  1  have  always  b«eti  W  to  con- 
sider the  compact  between  Cburch  aoil  SuU;  to  form  one  of 
thos«  prinQiplca.  To  uoy  moasurc,  tlu^rcfotc^  which  tcndi 
to  weaken  thin  compact,  1  aball  aLway:i  oppose  the  iiLio»t  mtc- 
Duous  rcflUtanoc»  rcgardtcc^j  of  nl]  tlic  rcproacLeti  which  loaj 
bo  helped  upon  me  for  so  doin^,  uiiil  kaving  tlio  coiiso- 
qiic>icc9  to  the  Suprciao  Dupoftor  of  all  i^vcnta* 
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Lara  loed  caAScBLtoa  or  ihkl^kd. 

^On  Au:  oiAt-T  of  liic  day,  "  For  a  Commiitee  lo  take  into  conside- 
ntikin  the  Claiintt  of  the  Roman  CjliIioIbc  Boiiy, "  beinji  read, 
April  ai,  \m,  and  iho  Katl  of  Duiniiiglmiorc  havliig  adilri'vatd 
dtt  Houhpo  cf  Lonls,  tTic  Rl^ht  llononrfibk  and  Ltrurned  Lonb 
Kil>i;iinALi^,  bte  ir>Til  CUmic^llar  of  IreUnd,  rose,  and  thui  nd- 
drc«««d  llieir  LE>nUIiip«. 


Mv  Tjords, — In  the  \iew  which  ihc  noble  mover  has  taken 
on  ihi*  Hnbjeet,  and  that  cattrtahied  by  mysicif,  the  princi- 
pal diHerenoe  ir^  tb.^l  while  the  noblo  cjtrl  tlLinlf^  lb«i  every 
restraint  shnuhl  be  removed  which  affects  the  Uonian  Ca- 
thollcji,  I,  on  the  conlrarj",  am  of  opinion,  tliat  those  re- 
latraintfi  and  securities  formed  by  the  law  should  remain  in 
ffi>roe;  nor  am  I  disposed  to  re^iret  the  result  of  escperiencc 
on  the  benefit  derived  from  tbcm> 

'riie  great  olfaction,  my  \ouU,  which  is  the  foundation  of 
every  othf^r,  tn  tlie  HO*cftUcd  Honmn  Cathohe  cmaiicipalion. 
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t«  Uiti  ii5iiri»tion  of  tcmporAt  power  by  apirltual  i>erMnft. 
\s  this  wbicb  first  ahook   the  foundation  of  PopUh  ru^ 
oiocy,  and  ftiiidlj'  led  to  tho   Kcfonnattoii,  aulcd  b^  co<o]i 
rating  caumcs.     It  10   tbb  ttubordmntion  ofciTil  to  ftpinC 
power,  vrhkli  !  muat  uiwoys  ccmidcr  Afl  the  g;cat  and  fui 
doiiiejital  objection,  coRAidcrcd  with  relation  Co  the  (jucatN 
It  muat  be  remembered,  tbat  tbc  ProCeacaiit  religion  id  tke 
CfttabliabiDcnt  of  tbe  countr}',  and  that  thU  should  be  ^p- 
pott<:d  and  maintained,  for  the  peace  and  quid  of  tlic  wbii 
coTamunity.     1  can  assure  the  noble  earl,  tlidkt  I  am  not 
tuAted  by  any  apeciei  of  that  enmity  to  which  he  has  silltidoJi 
or  by  any  dislike  tolbeKoman  Catholics,  aasuchr  or  bJ^'OtcJ^J 
attaebmenc  to  the  Protestants  f  I  oidy  ccnaidcr  ch<;  safety  4^1 
tlie   Comlitutiun  of  the  eouatry,  of  wlucb  tbc   Piotctftoai 
Churdi  forms  a  pirt^ 

When  it  wa:i  the  pohcy  of  Jnmes  II.  to  farour  tlie  oaccQ- 
daocyof  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  he  wiahcd  to  gtvc 
persons  professing  (hat  religion  plaecs  of  trust  tinder  tit 
crown-     For  whal  purpose,  but  to  destroy  the  superiority  > 
the  ProteatantB?     U^  Roman  CathoUc^  beim  placcii 
mch  ?iituacit>mi,  would  it  not  hare  been  u  brcoeh  of 
)aw£   which  arc  deemed    cA^ential   to  the  »ccuiity    of 
Prote!(tant  Eatablitdiment ?     Then,  uotil  lam  asamed  that 
tecuriticj^  cc|tinUy  firm  arc  provide^!,  [  can  never  aeeeJo  to 
a  total  removal  of  the  disqualifications  of  ^hieh  the  Romw 
Cuth(Jie«  complain. 

My  Ivordu, — AAer  the  abdication  of  King   Jnmes, 
Pru)i?e  of  Orange  was  callc!d  to  tho  throne  of  the.^c  rcidnuL 
hy  the  Convention  Act}  and  the  DecWutionof  Righta  1 
morat4T«  a  vnrioty  of  acti;,  contrary  to  the  law»  of  the  roah 
for  a  w^rrign  to  perform.     After  the  aeeou^ioa   of 
William  and  Qttocn  Mary^  this  Declaration  of   Rights  w4 
eorivt^rted  into  a  statute.     This  act  I  tsholl  f|iiote,   to  al 
that  it  vras  held  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  ^ifety  of 
kingdom,  that  the  sovereign  of  thoAo  realms  should  profet 
(ho  RoiUAU  Catholic  religion,  or  marry  a  Roman  CjitHoU^ 
and  that  by  so  doing  ho  would  he  excluded  from  the  erov 
It  decUrMj  "  Wlkcrcae  it  hath  boon  found,  by  cxpcr 
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that  it  is  liKoml-steiit  with  the  sAf&ty  and  welfare  or  ehi« 
Proteaunt  kingdom  to  be  governed  by  a  Fopi$lt  prince,  or 
by  any  King  or  Q«oen  marrjing  n  Papiat ;  the  »iai(l  Lords 
spiritiuil  and  temporal  aiid  Commoru  do  riirthcr  pray,  that  tt 
may  be  enacted^  that  ail  and  erery  pcrM>n  or  persom,  diat 
tfl  or  nrr,  or  shall  be  rccondJcd  to,  or  shaJl  hold  comittmka* 
tion  wiih  the  Soe  or  Church  of  Home,  or  shall  profess  the 
Po[Wih  reGgion,  or  shall  marry  a  Papiit,  shall  he  rxflnded^ 
mud  \te  for  evrr  iiK'a|viblc  to  inherit,  possctis,  or  enjoy,  the 
C10W1I  and  govcmmt-nt  of  this  realm  and  Ireland/*  The 
exclusion  of  the  Konian  Cuthoitcs  from  political  pow^^r  wan 
acknowledged  by  Jame^  If.  bnn^^If  af>erwart1»>  witlt  an  ex* 
press  concesfiion,  that  no  Kouun  Calholtc  s!iou1d  i<it  in  the 
Commons'  Hou$c  of  Pnrliaincnt ;  and  the  suocef^ion  was  at 
that  time  provided  for  in  the  Protenuot  lino,  excluding  all 
brandies  which  were  not  I'rolcslanls.  it  KcmSf  howevei", 
my  lords,  that  aH  those  precautions  and  restrictions,  which 
our  anccMorH  d<?enied  wise  nml  just,  are  now  to  be  const*- 
dcred  as  unjust. 

Your  ioidsliips  all  know,  that  an  oath  wns  taken  by  the 
King  at  hi«  Caronation,  binding  him  to  maintain  the  Protcs* 
tant  succession ;  and  this  oath  was  imposed  on  the  Sovereign, 
to  prevent  him  from  cowantctng  any  act  wliich  might  endan- 
ger lite  Constitution.  1  shall  read  tlw  words  of  that  oath: — 
**  1  will,  to  the  utmr>!ft  of  my  power,  matntiun  the  laws  of 
God,  the  true  profession  of  the  OosprI,  and  the  Protestaint 
'reformed  religion  established  by  law;— and  I  will  preserve 
unto  tin?  l}i«hop9  and  Clergy  of  this  realm,  and  to  the 
churches  committ4*d  to  tlieir  charge,  all  such  rigtits  and  pri- 
Ttlcgcs  as  by  law  Ho  or  eball  appertain  to  them,  or  any  of 
them."  AH  the^  precauttona  would  he  unneccssaij",  unless 
they  were  intftndcd  to  impose  on  the  conscience  of  the  SorO- 
rcign  an  obligation  not  to  consent  to  any  act  which  he  might 
diTm  injurious  to  the  security  of  the  CoiHtitutlon,  or  the 
interests  of  the  Slate, 

My  LordB. — The  cjuestion,  then,  is  simply  this,  whether 
'the  prcipoH^l  act  is  likely  to  be  injurious  or  noi  T  And 
It  ben  I  find  that  the  guards  which  arc  now  in  existence  to 
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protect  ihc  Constimtion,  liavc  been  fouml  su/fidefit  for  Uie 
purpose  during  fto  long  &  period,  I  JshiM  not  be  induced  \i' 
depart  fron]  tlieir  security  by  any   speculative  tioiioi^s 
opinions.     It  is  tii)p«>.*ialb]tf  lo  divesC  a  rull^'ious  M^tofthd 
cbaracter  of  a  political  party  ;  itt  tlib  view,  not  only  lUe  I 
man  Catholics,  but  ilioec  of  tlxv  Established  religion,  and 
Ihc  Scots,  which  dissent  from  U,  are  to  be  conaldciud  4«  | 
liticul  parlica. 

The  question,  then,  is,  whedier  theee  political  jiartli 
distinct  from  ihc  lilstnbli^^inx'ni,  ^tc  to  be  udmitt4;d  Uitoi 
share  of  political  power,  with  safety  lo  tlie  Suie-     In  aii  ftb- 
Kohite  government,  the  prince^  baring  tliu  comploU' cotiirq|^ 
over  Jill  the  i>aril€s  in  the  State,  might  aduiU  luiy  set  of  tnc4^| 
intc  power,  and  he  could  as  easily  exclude  tliem,  if  he  saw 
ftny  oc^iision  for  duing  »>;  but  in  ii  ^ovvrriment  lilce  ihih 
Btich  D  mode  of  conditct  is^  absohitdy  imjio:f«iblc. 

If,  my  lords,  tlic  Koman  Caibolics  were  admiUed  to 
the  places  of  trust  and  power  under  the  Crown,  the  cons 
quence  would  be,  the  ascendancy  of  u  hostile  iiolttical  pan; 
for  it  is  impOE&ible  to  be  a  true  Koman  Catholic,  H'ithout| 
houilc  feeling  toiranls  Prote^Uifits.     Men  will  he  raeo— ti 
deiire  of  oUahiing  authority,   power,  and  cmolumetii, 
naturally  influence  them ;  and,  besides  thif ,  there  is  atwtbs 
influence  likely  lo  o^Kraic  as  strongly,  namely,  the  beSrf 
that  the  Reman  Catholic  Church  is  the  only  Due  one. 

That  this   unfortunate   p^^rsunuon  exiM^,    there   is  tbc 
highest  auiliorily  to  prove;  Mr*  Locke  and  other*  have  i 
mitted,  that  the  Hoitmn  Catliolics  deny  salvation  lo  any] 
sous  out  of  the  pale  of  tbeir  church-     The  page  of  histc 
shows  the  unfcrtunatc  conflicts  which  had  existed  in  Irelaiul ' 
uponihe  subject  cif  religion,  and  there  hare  also  t>een  min- 
gles in  thi^  couulry,  wliich  produced  much  blootUhed.        ^_ 

Id  early  lifcr  my  lords,  I  conceived  that  sonic  cotUM^H 
sioos  might  be  safely  granti^l  to  the  Koman  Cnihotlc?,  an^S 
your  (onlships  w^lldomc  the  justice  to  say,  that  I  lw\e  flona^ 
ihe  length  whkli  I  ihoLigbt  consistent  with  the  safety  oft^H 
State:  but,  further  than  tliat,  my  mlntl  Is  nttKiti^ricd  byaf^^ 
ihing  i  have  heart!  upon  the  subject,  that  it  h  ri^hi  to  pro- 
ceed. 


I  the     , 
stc^H 


r  My  Lonls. — I  Ii.ivc  liciird  it  urged,  cliat  we  support  llic 
tcAUscof  Uanmii  Cittliolics  Ui  Spalti  and  Ptntii^iit;  but  I  CJJin- 
mot  see  any  forxre  ia  thai  argument,  for  I  hav<:  no  objection  to 
Ptbe  Rumaii  C^tliulic  religion  being  txcrciacd,  if  it  does  not 
Lteiid  la  (liaLtuib  lilt:  it^iabliNlied  order  oftliings  in  thb  coumry. 
IThc  cXL»lcncc  of  that  religion  is  no  injury^  provided  it  doe$ 
[not  iiUerfcre  witli  tbe  government  and  the  coiHtiititton  ;  and 
Itbcrefore  there  exjat^  no  rear^on  Hgiiinst  the  aUiancc  of  ihis 
Icounlry  widi  Spain  and  ForUig:d.  Besides,  thu  tone  of  llic 
nivmjm  Cfttiiolics  now,  is  very  diiTerent  from  whut  it  had 
pjceii  at  die  cotrnncnccmefLt  of  the  coiiccst^loiis  to  ihcm^  wEuch 
hverc  received  in  the  spirit  of  nmhy  and  good-will;  but  [ho 
bkOEDent  they  gained  a  standi  tig*  place,  they  assumed  tlie  lan- 
KIW^  ofniennee  and  iciliinidiLtion. 

I'  As  to  various  publications  extensively  circulated  by  the 
pioman  CiUholtcs,  I  inaintatn,  they  are  in  general  Ml  of 
mkehood^  ;uid  miKreprci^enfallons,  and  I  c;innot  but  een^urc 
pile  disposition  nianirc^ted  to  rake  up  those  bnlf-buricd  writ' 
DDgs,  which  formerly  tended  l*>  inflnmc  the  passions  of  the 
|>eople.  Among  others,  I  allude  particukrly  to  a  work,  cn- 
, tided,  "  U'anrti  Errata  of  the  l*reieHtaiit  Bible,"  a  workde- 
CJdodly  suited  to  that  noxlotts  purpose. 

You  are  told,  my  lords,  that  the  way  to  prevent  the  sepa- 
t^ation  of  the  two  kingdoms  (so  nmch  to  be  dreaded)  is  to 
rant  the  boon  demanded  by  the  Uoman  Caibolics:  but 
9u)d  that  prevent  it?  U  it  by  inereaHing  the  political 
[kower  of  a  body  who  have  shown  themselves  di^rposed  to 
kgitate  llie  country?  Would  they,  by  increasing  the  means, 
dimini^^b  th^  dlEcpoaUion?  On  the  contrary,  I  think  they 
^wculd  <^rcntly  increase  il,  and  that  n  concession  on  that 
jround  woald  be  as  unwise  in  the  consequences  wldcli  were 
jukely  to  ensue  from  it,  as  the  conduct  of  the  Saxons  was  En 
liuying  off  the  Danes  as  ol^en  as  they  invaded  their  tern* 
Dries, 
It  has  been  suggested  by  the  royal  Duke,  (Sussex)  that  as 
Livery  guard  and  security  are  provided,  it  is  therefore  pi-oper 
Ho  go  into  a  committee-  But  there  is  no  gtouud  for  auppos- 
■ 
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ing  tbiSf  for  nothing  less  than  uncondkional  concession  vil 
MtiBfy  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  this  they  have  declared  ob 
various  occasions,  in  the  most  positive  terms. 

My  Lords. — It  is  not  a  little  singular,  that  those  who  will 
not  make  the  slightest  concession  on  their  part^  desire  to  b« 
put  in  possession  of  situations  which  would  give  them  tk 
patronage  of  the  Protestant  Church.  They  desire  to  be 
raised  to  places  of  trust  under  the  Crown,  and  yet  will  not 
grant  the  Crown  the  most  contracted  negative.  Do  th^nol 
condemn  themselves  by  refusing  to  concede  the  Veto?  Do 
they  not  declare,  by  the  refusal,  that  they  would  not  place  the 
highest  dignitaries  of  the  church  from  under  a  foreign  col^ 
trol,  hostile  to  this  country  ?  And  do  they,  notwithstaod- 
ing,  demand  an  admission  to  power  which  would  give  lien 
a  control  over  the  Protestant  Church?  I  maintain  that  it 
will  answer  no  good  purpose  to  go  into  a  committee;  for, it 
the  object  of  such  a  measure  is  Co  condliate  the  Roman  Qtr 
thoUcSi  it  would  not  be  effected  hy  any  thing  short  of  entin 
and  absolute  concession :  and,  for  the  truth  of  this  asserdoi^ 
I  need  only  refer  your  lordships  to  the  reaolutions  passed  at 
Galway,  at  a  meeting  where  Lord  French  presided,  whicl 
resolutions  pledged  the  Roman  Catholics  not  to  vote  for  asj 
candidate  who  would  not  support  the  entire  concession  of  tbe 
Roman  Catholic  claims. 

For  what  purpose,  then,  would  your  lordships  go  intos 
committee?  What  have  you  to  consider  there  ?  What  to 
debate  upon  ?  The  simple  and  naked  question  is,  whether 
you  are  prepared  to  give  all  they  ask,  for  less  than  all  wil 
not  satisfy  them?  If  this  were  done,  I  could  not  but  see 
great  insecurity  in  it;  for,  if  there  exists  a  religious  see^ 
hound  by  implicit  obedience  to  their  priests,  that  obedience 
does  not  leave  them  free  agents.  How  is  it  possible  that  i 
set  of  persons,  holding  together  in  such  a  manner,  andpov- 
sessed  of  the  power  they  aspire  to,  should  not  greatly  io* 
fluence  the  government  of  the  country?  Is  it  likely  that 
the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  would  be  satisfied  without  their 
share  of  the  emoluments  of  the  Church ;  and,  if  so,  would  not 
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[ttic  Establishment  follow  ?     If^  then^  yoti  ar«  prepared  to 
otc  for  ihe  moCion,  you  must  be  prepared  (o  ubandon  (hat 
|i^stabli^hTnenl<     Nay,  you  would  be  b*»tinj  to  do  so. 

Ill  Uie  vcar  171)^,  (he  late  Lord  Clare  propbclically  Slid, 
at  if  the  legisbture  yiddetl  one  poinip  they  shoidd  gp  on 
B(€p  by  step,  until  th^ry  conceded  the  whole ;  for  that  oolhing 
short  of  that  would  satisfy  the  Uoman  Ottholic^s.  For  tbe»e 
9f,  and  under  tbo  impression  that  entire  concc^on  i% 
Etgerous  to  the  EstablLshmcnt,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  resisl 
the  notion. 
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?^efl  Mr,  Ornttan  roovod,  in  the  House  of  Common*,  that  flic 
Honju?  shaulfl  rpsSiVF  itRrlf  into  a  Cf>mrnit((>«.  ri>  i^ke  into  coii- 
Bidffratlon  tlic  Claims  of  llie  Roman  CatboIi«,  on  Fclinmry  S5th, 
I8t3,  anJ  iIjl'  Dt'lwn^  bpin^  ncljoiiTnrd  to  March  Sd*  1813.  the 
Right  HonoiiTuMc  liOtin  Stowell,  (then  Sib  Wiliiam  Scott,) 
iiul^  of  thp  High  Court  of  AilrniTalty,  delivered  the  i<>Ilowtng 
cdoquetu,  perspicuous,  oitd  truly  Protcctuuit  oration. 


SiR-— It  h  always  with  great  reluctance,  and  not  unfre* 
gueotly  willi  aome  degree  of  personal  pain,  that  I  obtrude 
myself  upon  the  notiee  of  the  House;  but  the  importance  of 
Hie  prc^scnt  qimstion,  ftiid  the  connexion  which  I  liavc  with 
those  who  have  expressed  a  strong  feelmg  about  the  dcd- 
sion  of  it,  hiduce  me  to  hnp^  that  t)io  House  wiU  thuk  me 
II  entHled  to  cirtim  some  portion  of  their  attention. 
^m  If  I  could  agree.  Sir,  in  opinion  with  a  right  bonoiirAhle 
^n<!DtIemAn,  (Mr.  Plnnkctt)  who  di);tmgiiiKhccl  bimself  by  a 
H^peech,  not  nioro  to  be  Ailmired  an  an  evbibition  of  talcntj;, 
H^an  for  the  liononrahlr  nnd  manly  ciindour  by  which  it  was 
i^«itlll   further  dignified  and  adorned,  that  tJiere  Is  no  dan- 
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ger  iTiTeUucing  the  present  reBtrainta,  I  should  likewise  agree 
that  they  ought  immediately  to  be  relaited ;  for  I  amrery 
rcAily  to  admit,  that  eligibility  to  public  offices  and  se&tt  in 
the  legislature,  (call  it  a  rights  or  a  pretension^  or  what  yoi 
please,)  ought  not  to  be  abridged  without  necessity;  and 
when  I  say  necessityj  T  mean  a  grave  necessity,  arising  fon 
apprehensions  of  danger,  not  chimerical  and  visionary  appI^ 
bensions,  but  such  as  may  affect  men  of  firm  and  constut 
minds,  of  danger  to  some  interests  of  the  State,  wbicbire 
deservedly  held  dear  and  important.  And  when  I  descnlic 
the  interests  of  the  Church  of  England  and  Ireland  to  be  of 
that  species  of  magnitude,  I  presume  I  express,  with  veryfrf 
exceptions,  the  universal  sense  and  feeling  of  this  House. 

But,  Sir,  [  cannot  agree  to  this  position  of  &ct,  that  thm 
is  no  rational  apprehension  of  any  danger,  direct  or  indirect, 
to  the  Established  Church,  from  any  relaxation  of  these  re- 
straints. I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  admission  of  Romu 
Catholics  to  some  of  the  ofRces,  from  which  they  are  at  ^ 
sent  excluded  by  law,  does  not  furnish  a  reasonable  ground 
of  apprehension ;  and  that  some  of  thos^offices  intowhkb 
they  must  not  intrude,  are  offices  to  which  their  amtntioi 
might  safely  enough  be  allowed  to  aspire.  But  then,  £^i 
I  say,  first,  that  if  any  man  has  such  offices  in  his  view,  with 
an  intention  of  offisring  fair  relief,  so  far  as  such  offices  an 
concerned,  he  ought  to  bring  them  forward,  not  as  an  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  for  general  undefined  grievances, 
but  in  particular  bills  in  which  they  shall  be  submitted  to  lair, 
and  distinct,  and  specific  consideration;  and  I  say  further 
that  no  admission  can,  with  any  degree  of  safety  to  the  inCe^ 
ests  1  have  described,  be  given  to  offices  which  are  eitba 
judicial,  with  a  jurisdiction  extending  to  eeclesiastical  que^ 
tions,  or  to  such  as  convey  to  the  person  who  holds  themk 
great  portion  of  political  power.  For  these  are  the  two  pria- 
ciples,  witliin  the  range  of  wliich  I  conceive  the  danger,  and 
the  necessity  of  providing  against  it,  to  be  bounded. 

The  office  of  common  law,  for  instance,  is  one  from  which 
a  Roman  Catholic  ought  to  be  excluded.  And  why  ?  Be- 
cause a  person  in  that  situation  has  to  decide  moat  importaiit 
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of  riglilf^  of  advovfions,  of  pres^cntfitionf,  of  tithes, 
offbnngs,  moduscs^  cburch  ratce^  8iuJ  a  thousand  others ;  and 
I  would  ask  that  honourable  gentleman^  whether  if  he  had  a 
5on  or  a  brother  in  the  church,  he  would,  with  \u»  cxpemtKe 
of  inan^iiirl,  think  that  his  itoj>  or  brother  would  confidently 
trust  a  Kouiari  Ciitliohc  jud^^e,  sitting  to  decide  many  oFsuch 
questioTi^  between  the  I'rolcslnnt  clcrgynuu  and  Ihe  Roman 
Catholic  panshionors :  and  whether  there  would  not  be  thnt 
distrust  and  suspicion  of  an  hitproixr  litas  which  tnight  dis- 
turb the  fair  course  of  justice,  even  if  that  st&picicn  and 
dUtrust  were  not  in  itself  an  cviJ,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  pru- 
dent institutions  entirely  to  Teniove^  by  removing  thtir  nnturai 
causes.  So  with  respect  to  the  oflicc  of  privy  counsellor, 
who  has  to  advise  the  Sovereign  iii  matters  of  religion,  which 
are  then  matters  of  State,  in  some  degree,  though  in  a  still 
higher  decree,  matters  of  conscience.  All  Ihe  s;iTne  objec- 
tions apply  to  the  olRcc  of  chancellor,  tn  a  mucli  higher  de* 
grec»  and  with  the  tiddlEtoa  of  his  being  the  constitutional 
guardian  of  the  royal  conscience  in  affairs  of  this  natitre,  as 
well  aft  in  these  of  a  merely  civil  deitcription. 

Vnxh  rcfipcct  to  political  power,  Sir,  I  am  not  afraid  to 
avoWf  that  it  appears  unsafe  to  delegate  to  Roman  Catholic 
hands,  a  large  portion  of  I^rotkstant  Powekj  for  by  the 
cotistitution  of  this  country,  as  settled  upon  its  present  basis, 
political  power  is  Protestant  power.  Sir,  I  cannot  cantctn- 
pUte  the  adaii^^ion  of  Roman  Catholic  itieTnbers  into  the 
«<Tiatc,  whore  they  will  have  to  decide  upon  qncstionfi  directly 
aflTcctirg  die  reU^non  of  the  State,  without  some  degree  of 
uncfisiress.  Indeed  the  right  lumonrablo  mendjcr  noenwd 
to  a^Imit  the  existence  of  some  danger,  by  the  antidote  vrhich 
lie  held  owl ;  for  his  reasoning  was,  what  could  one  hundred 
members  do  against  the  l>odyofthe  Mouse?  thereby  appear- 
ing to  admit  that  danger  would  be  introduced,  but  that  it 
would  be  disarmed  by  the  infcnorily  of  their  numbers ;  that 
the  safety  was  to  be  found,  not  in  their  dispositions,  but  id 
their  miiH>rity;  that  a  certain  degree  of  mischief  would  bo 
iuftucd,  bat  that  it  would  be  diluted  and  rendered  harmfesi 
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by  the  pievdence  of  Llie  soiuxlcr  p«ittclcs>  wliicii  Conn  tbc 
^cucrol  !sub?^ancc  of  tlie  mwti^ 

tiir,  I  am  uoi  quite  clear  that  tht  riglit  lionoumbic  men^ 
hcx*»  aritluuetic  would  eventually  turn  out  to  bccorrcct.  IJq 
u-Ul  plejiae  to  remember,  that  if  Iri»h  Roman  Catholic  ^e^ 
itcinvu  ure  udiuiturtl,  Kuglinh  Roman  Catholic  gcntJcBics 
CAnnot  be  cxctudt^d.  Many  of  the»o  are  of  oiKic^nt  honovr* 
able  fomilics^  and  possessing  great  bcrctlitaiy  influence  ii)  A 
counties  ami  homugbi^  vvherc  they  reside.  And  if  tu  tfc 
two  dcacnpcioj:s  of  pi-noic!i>  you  add  thoac  vrbo  luay  bTtn 
into  tliis  Hou«c  tlic  upinion,  nmch  too  faxliiouuhlc  in  tin 
wotldr  that  legislation  has  nothing  to  do  ^ith  religion,  »d 
that  the  ^tutc  haa  no  ri^ht  whatever  to  inlcr|)Oi»e  al  allf  fl 
llic  int<;rcours«  between  the  Creator  ami  the  cotiTeiiicnce  i 
mail,  I  eamiot  think  that  the  danger  of  tlw  Church  !«  oltoga 
ihcr  so  chimerical  as  ha^  been  reprocnLcrd,  or  that  Ulc  cIct^ 
arc  ja»tlj  liable  to  the  free  observations  which  have 
mode  upon  ihcm,  for  tbc  anxiety  they  huve  ventured  to  el 
prea:^  tiir^  1  cannot  avoid  a^yii^gi  that  il  ta  one  uf  the  i 
alatnuDg  signs  of  the  times,  tliut  that  venerable  body  lui 
been,  on  ihU  occji-Mon,  tn-aled  with  a  rudeness  aud  tii>re^|M 
which  f  am  confident  thvy  have  tieicr  befoi-e  cxpcric 
witliin  IheM^  walls. 

That  there  should  not  be,  Sir,  in  Roman  Catholic  Pit! 
a  spiritj  whifh  1  am  loth  to  caU  a  spirit  of  hijhtUity,  hucwb 
rather  to  describe  as  unfriendly  to  ouc  Protestant  Ealablbli 
mcul,  it  lA  iai|n)K>ible  to  conceive*     Snch  a  spirit  is  unaTc 
;ib]y  produced  by  the  fundamcutal  principles  of  their  faitb 
and  the  inoie  sincere  a  man  b  in  the  enteviJiiritnent  of  the 
principles,  the  more  i^incere  uitL»t  ha  bis  dlAiuclt nation  to  A 
maintenance  of  those  establbliments.     A  man  of  eonm 
bcneroleucc,  i-e;illy  attachcil  to  the  importance  of  tliat  reri^ 
jfioii^  mujt  wish  it  to  become  the  favoured  religion  of  hir 
country.     J  le  would  act  in  coatradiution,  not  only  to  his  own 
tlicor),  but  to  his  own  imttira)  fcelings,  if  he  did  rol.    bk,^ 
those  fcdhigs  have  been  e3;prc$£ed  wiih  but  little 
1  iiud  a  worthy  bflroiiet  of  great  atithortty  in  tbat  pr 
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of  fidth,  though  by  s:>mc  represented  as  no  iriend  to  ttu) 
Ijijflier  cl anus  of  that  Church,  expressing  himself  thus  in  a 
published  pamphlet.  "  I  Khali  exjieci,  very  curiously  iicpect, 
«-bcn  tlmAiilijuci  hus  been  more  mMuied,  to  hear  iJiat  the 
Irish  ISishops  of  the  Ksublishment,  having  suice  made  over 
a  portion  of  their  reventiea  for  the  decent  mainU'nAn<?e  of 
th«tr  Koinaii  Catholic  brethren,  am  readj  to  make  further 
proposAl^j  Mui  to  a^cc  10  an  alternate  ctijoytnenc,  subject 
Ivaytf  CO  his  Maje^tv'sohoice,  of  dignities  and  emoluinen($." 
;Js  thi&  no  laiiifiu^'i^  of  haHttUty  to  the  present  ■ea(UUi>limi.<nU 
of  the  cotiiitxy  i  If  mcli  views  aiid  expectations  are  now 
avowed,  what  arc  we  to  look  for  when  they  arc  advanced  fur* 
diet  to  the  consummacion  of  their  wishes  I  If  the^e  thiiigu 
arc  done  hi  the  green  leaf,  what  will  be  done  in  the  dry  T 

I  e^uinot  but  think.  Sir,  tliac  iicntinientn  of  ihis  unlriendly 
kind  are  most  heartil>  entertained  in  licUnd  \  and  for  this 
reason,  that  tlie  Uonian  Catholic  reli^on  is  more  truly  C«- 
Iholic  in  that  country  than  in  any  Roman  Catholic  country ; 
and  this,  again,  for  an  obvious;  reason.  In  mt>vt  Ronun  Catho- 
lic euuntricft,  the  doctrinen  of  the  Churcli  of  Kome  come  soft- 
<^aed  and  iLinclioriited»  through  the  etrainerj,  if  1  may  «o  call 
iiu:Tr.f  of  the  civil  government.   The  civil  government  is  a  sort 
of  middle  term ;  and  the  people,  liaving  a  eontldencc  in  the 
reli^on  of  their  government,  wiiicli  is  in  comiiiunion  with  the 
Church  of  Konic,  range  themselves  on  the  siJe  of  lh<^r  civil 
,    govern moutr  whenever  it  cornea  into  liostihtiea  with  the  I'on- 
B  ti£    Uefore  tlie  liefonnation,  this  country  did  so,  universally, 
Hta^te  aojnfi  conflicts,  which  led  to  the  statutes  of  provisoes, 
f^^Viunircs,  and  othcrji  of  that  kind.    80  in  Ftjuicc,  the 
libcrtiC'S  of  the  Ualtican  Church  against  the  Pope,  hurc 
lb  abrayii  been  popular  in  that  country. 

H  But,  Sir,  in  Ireland  tlierc  h  no  such  middle  term.  The 
Hfop^  is  the  direct  head  of  the  Irish  ttonianCatlioUc  church; 
"in  close  and  ijum^ullate  contact  with  it,  wjlhout  any  c<»mmu- 
i^Jliciitioii  thropgh  the  Suic,  which,  being  Protestant,  lias  none 
■  of  the  confidence  of  tho  people  in  any  tiansaelions  it  may 
"  hive  with  the  Pope.  They  regard,  with  exirerao  jealousy, 
every  attcinp:  of  tlicii- civil  {{ovenunent  to  oppose  his  autho- 
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rity.     His  ilo^finas,  therefore,  initumHv  direct  Ihc  oi>iiiion  ( 
the  Roman  Caiholic  church  in  Irdand.  in  a  much  more 
qunlifiid  wjiy  thflti  those  of  other  national  chardies.    Tha 
question  then  comes,  what  are  the  opinions  of  the  Pomiffui 
this  luatter  of  the  Protestant  EsiabJishmeal? 

Sir,  upon  thia  j>oJnt  1  shall  not  travel  back  to  ancier 
as  ihey  are  rcpr<--si-ntC(l,  antiquntcd  authorities;  I 
no  other  than  the  declurationa  of  the  pre*cut  Pope,  declarKl 
in  the  most  s-olenm  manntr,  and  upon  the  most  seriots  (^H 
canonif,  within  these  four  or  five  yearfi,  I  tiud,  in  the  in^^ 
tcreaUng  Account  given  of  tht  traiwactions  of  the  Pope, 
under  the  usurpations  of  Kuonaiiartc,  declarations  of 
Po|>e  given  in  pasiorul  insti  uction  to  tlm  effect : 
system  of  indiffcrcntiBni,  which  does  ikX  in  truth,  an; 
any  religion,  is  that  which  is  most  injurioua  and  opposite 
the  KonutD  CatholJi:  reltgioD^  which,  bocAUse  it  u  divii 
is  aectssarily  ioh  and  nniqm ;  and  for  that  reason  mii 
ntaie  an  niUancc  \r-Uh  any  ifiher^ju&t  m  C/tnst  catrnoi* 
Aimseif  «7VA  Beiiaf,  tighi  uith  darhte-it,  trut/t  with 
or  true  pieiff  ip//A  my^^/y." — Paslotfil  Instnictor,  22d  yU 
1808.  So  agiin— "  We  regret  ihM  aU  reUgions  sAoMhf 
free,  and  puidicly  excrcisttit  as  roairnrif  ic  the  canont 
cottttdtt  of  the  Roman  Cathoiic  reJigion,  t^c  iranquiOUy 
life, and tlie good qf  (Ac  Staler— Vtge  '^,  Soagain— " 
protection  much  boaiited  of  for  dtflcrcnl  woraliips,  ui  only  a 
pretext  and  a  colour  to  authorize  the  secular  power  to  nicJ-^ 
die  in  tilings  ^irttual;  unce  in  shoiring  respect  for  all  sec 
with  all  their  opinions,  customs,  and  ^apcrstitiom,  a  gore 
mcnt  does  not  rofipuct,  in  eSect,  any  right,  any  imtitutu 
any  law  of  the  Komnn  Catholic  Cliurch.  Under  such  pro- 
tection, is  concealed  a  penecution,  the  most  crafty  eukI  dm- 
geroiis  which  can  be  exercised  against  the  religion  of  JefW 
Christ.  He  docs  not  love  or  tmderstand  our  most  h^y 
religion,  out  of  which  there  U  no  hope  ofsalvntion^  who  docf 
not  revolt  at  such  an  order  of  thbg*."  These  arc 
opiniom  of  the  Supreme  Head  of  the  Roman  Catlio 
Church,  upon  the  mere  toleration  of  other  worships-  If  a 
wluit  must  be  his  opinion  of  a  state  of  things;  in  wUc 
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Aiiotlier  worship  U  tlomiiijiirt,  and  the  Koman  Catliotic  faith 
,  iA  Jn  tt  Atalc  of  dcprcsHon?  Do  I  misrepresent  the  opinion 
when  I  say  it  can  be  no  other  llian  this:  that  such  a  slate  U 
an  inverted  and  unnatural  .state,  which  cannot  continue  nitli* 
out  encl»ngering  the  t<alvation  ol' the  country  where  itcxisCs* 

Is  there  any  rcnr^oti  to  suppose  that  the  Koman  Citholic 
church  in  Ireland  dissents  irom  the  opinions  of  the  See  of 
Itomc,  upon  a  subject  ao  interesting  to  tlieir  common  feel- 
ings? 1  t\in  sure,  Sir,  I  do  not  mi^repre^ient  the  prehtes  of 
that  church,  when  1  dc^crihc  them  to  he  faithful  dt»cipki« 
and  Totarics  of  that  Sec,  and  most  conscientious  in  their  ad- 
herence to  its  tenets; — and  most  singular  it  would  be,  if  Ihey 
dcsertet)  it^  upon  a  point  which  is  so  immediately  connected 
with  Iheir  own  pcr^otnd  intercuts  of  every  species.  It  » 
quite  iDipossiblCi  that  they,  of  nil  men,  KhouU!  bo  better  ^st- 
tisfled  than  the  Pope  himself  is  with  the  I'totcslant  ascen- 
dancy, and  with  the  comparative  depression  of  thdr  own 
church,  where  tlicy  live ! 

But,  ^ht  it  is  intimated  that  the  Roman  Catholic  laity  hold 
no  «uch  opinions.  In  the  linit  ]>laco,  1  look  in  vain  for  the 
evidence  of  tliut  fact.  In  the  ifccond  place,  there  may  be 
samo  more  philosaphical  spirits,  who  entertain  other  opi- 
luons^  but  who  are  charged,  in  the  sunpicions  of  thear  bre* 
Ibren,  with  departing  front  the  ainci  rules  of  faith ;  and 
who!;c  general  opinions,  upon  these  matters,  I  must  aay,  I 
have  always  found  extremely  dilliciilt  to  reconcile  witli  the 
superficial  notions  of  that  faith,  which  I  have  been  able  to 
ooll«Tct  from  any  exposilltm  of  them:  lut,  however  that  may 
be,  I  have  not  a  doubt  that  the  number  of  such  persons  is 
oomparath-ety  small,  snd  thnt  the  general  body  of  the  faithM 
would  follow  their  pastors  upon  such  subjects.  It  is  a  re* 
mark  of  tliat  profLfUiul  observer,  who  h^s  been  ityted  the 
cliaiccUor  of  human  natun^  Lord  Clarendon,  that  any 
agreement  which  yon  niiy  make  with  that  class  ofmen,  wiil 
signify  litde,  urdess  it  is  followed  by  the  approbation  of  theic 
clergy. 

Sir,  in  this  state  of  opinions,  I  cannot  but  think  there  is 
great  haziud  in  firming  such  persons  with  tlic  audiority  be^ 
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longing  to  many  of  the  situations,  from  which  they  are  now 
exduded.  Their  opinions  imavoidably  exclude  them.  Itn 
a  very  flimple,  and,  I  should  have  thought,  a  very  inoSensiTe 
proposition: — "  We  cannot  invest  you  with  power  which, ve 
think,  will  be  employed  injuriously  to  the  interests  we  hold 
dear  and  sacred,  but  which  you  hold  mischievous  and  ijito- 
lerablc.  We  lament  tlic  necessity,  but  we  are  compelled  to 
act  upon  the  common  principle  of  self-preservation.  We 
are  sorry  to  exclude  persona,  whose  talents  might  be  other- 
wise useful,  and  whose  ambition,  on  their  part,  is  &]T;bat 
whose  talents  and  ambition  would  be  fatal  to  our  favourite 
establishments,  and  this  without  any  crime  on  their  part; 
without  any  other  conduct,  than  such  as  would  be  directed 
by  their  own  moral  and  religious  conscience." 

It  is  a  fallacy,  Sir,  which  runs  through  the  whole  of  thb 
discipline,  that  we  arc  imputing  crime  or  imposing  punislH 
ment :  neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  The  measure  we  take 
is  not  one  of  criminating  penalties  ;  it  is  a  mere  measure  of 
self-defence,  against  opinions  and  inclinations^  which  we  do 
not  presume  to  censure,  because  they  do  not  proceed  from 
any  depravation  of  mind ;  but  which  we  must  ifuard  agunst, 
because  they  import  danger  to  interests  which  we  cannot 
suffer  to  be  disturbed. 

It  is  no  more,  Sir,  than  a  defensive  precaution,  which  I  am 
equally  inclined  to  allow  to  Roman  Catholics,  against  Pro- 
testants, for  the  protection  of  their  religion.  It  always  ap- 
peared to  me,  that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Necrar,  under 
the  royal  government  of  France,  was  as  impolitic  as  it 
was  unconstitutional;  that  it  weakened  the  frame  of  that 
government,  and  tended,  amongst  many  other  causes,  to 
produce  those  calamities  which  have  since  spread  themselves 
over  every  part  of  civilized  Europe. 

It  appeared  to  mo,Sir,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
answered  his  own  question, — where  was  the  danger  directly 
or  indirectly,  when  he  admitted,  as  he  did,  most  candidly 
and  explicitly,  that  he  must  insist  upon  securities ;  and  that, 
without  securities,  he  was  disposed  to  resist  the  application: 
for,  if  no  danger,  nor  reasonable  apprehension  of  danger, 
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whj  call  for  securities?  He  iikevisc  appeared  to  me  to 
admit  tiiat  the  security  oi  tbe  present  oath  was  not  ^fticieilt, 
for  if  it  vrA»,  why  call  for  further  securities  f  for  cT«ry  un- 
necessary security  rcqutL'cd  is  a  mere  tyrannicaJ  imposition. 
Nothing  could  be  mere  correct  tlun  his  o^union,  that  the 
sccurit)  ufle:ed  hy  the  oath  vim  imtudictent;  not  upon 
the  ground  th.tt  aitbn  will  not  bind  Koman  Catliolic  con* 
sdeficcS}  (!  niiikc  no  «u<;h  observationr)  but  bccauM?  (h« 
oRlh  cannot  be  construed  so  as  to  meet  the  apprehended 
danger.  It  cai>not  he  «o  iuterpretvdj  wtdi  any  fairness,  so 
u  to  bind  them  to  the  defence  of  the  L^Eablished  Church; 
if  they  think  it  inexpedient  and  sinful,  and  are  cn]k<\  upon, 
jbr  instince^  as  senators,  to  |>as!t  It'gi&lattve  opinion  upon  any 
question  relating  to  it.  TJtc  oath  nhjure«  any  intention  to 
subvert  the  rrolct^ltint  religion  at  the  time  of  taking  it.  The 
utmost  otlixrt  which  ean  be  given  to  that  i&,  that  it  nhjiireA 
all  direct  purpose,  all  plaii,  or  project,  at  the  time.  But 
would  he  not  be  fully  us  much  ai  liberty  to  vote,  accord* 
iiig  to  his  oirn  conjMHonce,  on  fiuch  questions,  as  any  other 
member  of  the  Houhc  ?  Would  he  be  guilty  of  perjury  m 
the  opinion  of  any  then  breathings  if  he  should  vote 
honestly  for  the  uboCtion  of  Protestant  eplBCOpacy^  when 
such  A  que-slton  vsm  brought  before  him,  and  his  own  con- 
scientious opinion  directed  the  vote  he  gave. 

I  take  this  to  be.  Sir,  as  independent  n  member,  in  apite 
of  hid  oath,  as  any  other  member  of  the  House.  If  so,  you 
leave  hitOf  in  sptte  of  tlie  oath,  to  the  operation  of  every 
principle  and  prcjitdico  ivhich  h:is  taken  possession  of  bis 
mind.  And,  in  that  state  of  things,  what  are  j'ou  to  expect 
but  a  Hotuan  Catholic  vote  upon  a  I'rotcstanc  subject  t  It^ 
ineiither  the  memorablf^  dccbr-ilton  of  the  EAftt  of  naisTOi,, 
in  the  Mouse  of  Lords,  upon  the  pasiiiiig  of  the  Te^t  Act; 
— **  Upon  tl^e  nhole  matter,  my  lords,  however  the  len- 
timenl:4  nf  a  Chtholic  of  tlie  Church  of  Heme,  may  oblige 
me,  upon  scniplc  of  conscience,  in  some  particulars  of  this 
bill,  to  give  my  negative  to  it,  vben  it  comes  to  a  passing ; 
yei  as  a  member  of  a  Protectant  Parliament,  my  advice  can- 
not but  go  along  nitli  the  main  scope  of  it." — llcre  ts  the 
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lUitural  vorlung  of  the  religious  conwienco  of  the ! 
Cfttholu:,  agaiosC  ttie   priulential   and  polUtcjtl  comrieocthl 
The  tncAAiire  proclaSmecl  to  he  rif^ht  and  St>  but  the  T<itxr 
directed  ngrtinat  il,  bcciiuse  it  i*ii4le<i  to  the  safety  of  tlw 
Protestant  Kstablishmcntsof  tbo  country ;  whicli,  as  a  dUcipb 
of  the  Churcli  of  Koine,  he  was  bound  rdigiouily  to 
countenance, 

AVIiat,  Sir,  are  the  scairilicst  yroposedf    First,  the  Vctt| 
audsccond,  the  doniestic  nominalion  of  prelates,     Tlie  Vet 
alter  an  apparent  *cc<rplance,  has  b«en  rejetfed  niOi  abli 
rencc;  and  the  domestic  nomination  widi  tncrcaMxl  alrho 
ii^nce.     I  remember  incurring    some  degree  of  ridicule 
this  Hon  se,— some  years  ago,  for  intioialtiig  that  such  notih 
bo  its  fate  J  for  it  alrniy*  appeared  to  mc  more  objeetioral] 
if  it  is  possible  to  cxtrad  any  knowledge  of  Roman  CiidiolJc 
principle*,  from  the  ordinary  <ourccs  of  general  infortnitko 
upon  such  subjects.     It  is  certainly  a  greater  Tiolence  » 
thofc  principles  to  dS^Ciird  the  Pope  enlirclfi  nml  to  creaie 
fin  independent   churcli,  inleiiiaUy  governed  withowl  hSn^g 
than  to  admit  hia  authority,  controlled  by  some  inteifcreno 
on  the  part  of  the  civil  Sovci"cign,     TaJte  awiiy  Ui(j  Pope,) 
flnd  you  Like  avay  all  the  spiritual  authority,  which  i«  n\t 
dcrivatite  from  hinu — No  bishops, — no  priests, — no  valid  •■ 
ministration  of  sacraments.     Por  all  these  ollices  and  func- 
lionw  are  emanations  of  that  spiritual  aulliorily,  which  reai<l€Sj 
picnarily  ftn*l  fundamentally,  In  him.     To  be  sure,  tlic 
Concordat  with  Buonaparte  seems  to  imply  some  stuTcnder| 
nf  this  sacrcil  »u|>i'Cinacy,  for  it  expressly  provides, — "  tha 
if  the  Popu  docs  not  confer  the  investiture  nithin  a  ce 
time,  the  metropolitan  timll  do  it,"     'lliis  amounts  to  littk* 
loss  tlijui  an  abdication  of  the  Papacy,  and  only  prove*  thiit^ 
(he  spirit  and  firmness  of  that  venerable  person  (for  1  wiifi^^ 
to  speak  of  him  without  dUrespcct,)  have  at  last  sunk  under 
his  newtsviity  and  distresses.     Howovfr  tliis  may  be,  both 
these  proJcssed  securities  were  rejected  ly  the  Irish  Hoedbdi 
CatlmHe  church,  with  horror,  as  contaminating  the  ark  of  God 

M'hen  1  hear  it  g.iid,  Sir,  (as  I  hcjir  it  repeatedly  saidj 
are  the  inlcmpenilc  cxpvcfsi^ns  of  violent 
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I  lock  jibout  in  vhiii  ti>r  nuy  grave  aud  public:  dUclajinet  of 
I  ttwiij, — they  ap|jcar  to  <:>|)i^bb  ibc  uiiivcnial  sentiment— no 
Lpublic  body  dUcUiiias  cbirut — iit>  bi>d^  prutc^tis  uguinj^t  them* 
lTb«rc  h  u  profoutKl  nil^ncc  on  ibe  other  Mde.  if  aiiy  such  side 
lexiats.  If  other  iwiitimctits  jtro  Ml,  vUy  arc  they  not  expres- 
Wh)'  compel  U6  to  presume  nn  uiiatiiinit^  in  ttu;  opi* 
nion  so  vccircroLtsly  procKdincd,  thjit,  io  retjutre  ihv  svcu- 
laxities,  i»  lUtkuUr  and  iiijur^^  uitd  |>cr«eoutioji? 

Th^flc  particular  bt^curi ties,  Sir,  being  out  of  tUc  qucstioUi 
Ifaupponiiig  tliut  (heir  9uHicmicy  vriis  admiltcd,)  what  others 
f  aiv  proposed  *  1  hear  of  none,  oiid  therefore  am  compelled 
I  Co  conctudo,  dial  if  the  ihtng  in  to  lake  place*  it  must  take 
[>la<X'  wjibouL  any  soctirilied  at  idh  U  has  been  admitted  by 
ti  every  gcntleiiijui,  that,  without  reference  to  any 
Dlhei  con»deratioij*  foreign  tnBtieiiet't  ^^lii^^l^  !'  to  be  watched 
at  all  liineii,  ii  tu  be  ^uaixled  agaui^t ;  peculiarly,  when  the 
ll'opc  ib  liable  to  be  conniilcivd  either  a»  the  captive  or  aa  the 
firu4v^£  vV  RuonapATte;  or,  indeed,  as  in  different  r\>pccU» 
(both  ;  for  he  h  his  captive,  as  chained  to  a  ic&ideuce  in 
,  France — '  iibtr  non  at  gai  nvn  poiett  ire  quo  vvk ;'  and 
l>cl  he  hua  been  rc-iiive:*te(l  with  sonic  nulhority,  sonic  re* 
Uirnuc,  and  is  u^suretl  of  pJirticulur  protection,  for  the  nu* 
tniurous  wonuof  the  chureli-  It  is  impossible  net  to  hcc  thnt 
tlic  roniill"!!  po>vcr  is  Buonaparte's  power;  that  his  con- 
^cordat  uJU  be  Uuoimpdite's  concordat^  hi  shorty  that  he  Ib 
HiUft  Eu  a  treatable  condition.  But  tf  even  thnt  vrere  uoi  the 
~  croe,  there  still  renmiiis  the  ra^lical  objt-ction  of  a  coiisclen- 

Itioufl  hostility  to  Protestunt  establishments.  It  i^  said,  that 
no  fiuch  appirelieiiviona  are  entertained  by  othei'  Protectant 
dtat<^>  Hut  the)'  are  no  aulhontic^it  upon  the  point. 
For,  Su",  first  tin:  rrotesUni  religion  is  not  deeply  incor- 
porated in  th^ir  civil  comtitations,  if  civil  con»tiiutions  they 
have,  most  of  thejri  being  despotic  stales,  in  Mhich  Uic 
prince  lias  a  ready  correetive  in  liiv  own  hands,  for  4vny  in- 
convenience which  may  be  apprehended.  In  the  ncxtpUcc, 
the  Roman  Catholics  do  not  bear  the  same  fonuidiblc  pro- 
portion of  numbem.  Here  i8  a  great  country,  the  population 
of  which,  is  deiorihed  to  be  generally  Roman  Catholic;  at 
any  rate  the  Protestants  are  in  a  piinoriiy.     If,  tp  *'      «'■ 
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ranta^  of  »ucli  superior  number,  groniti^^   as  clicy  liart 
been  ileacribedr   in  kmiwloOge  And  in  wcallbf  you  add  a 
vqxial  access  of  power,  how  long  wtU  the  equality  fiubsisi! 
It)  ii  ill  nature  ihat  it  should  not  be  orertbroun  ?     You  em 
mcoC  the  iidvaiitAgc  of  numbers,  only  by  tlic  ndTantaffc  of 
possession  of  powTr— by  mjitting  ilic  few  govern  Hip  pi 
the  actual  footing;  on  which  ul)  governments  exist,  vhaieter 
be  the  theory  on  which  diey  are  foun-ded.     Ikit  if  the  i! 
jority  (so  <|Uu1i(iod)  bnve  power,  in  conJunclioTi  wiih  m 
ber^,  it  is  very  easy  to  foresee  how  the  ininoriiy  will 
posed  of. 

It  i«  !*aKl>  tbiit  oil  this  ns^umes  a  principle  of  bosli 
Koman  Catholic  niim]!<,  to  I'roiciitant  o.«lnb)bhnM>nt« 
if  1  could  readily  conceive  the  case  of  two  great 
partiefi,  ec|ually  and  peaceably  dividing  the  power  of  a 
State,  or  engaging  in  Gtrnggles  for  it,  with  a  toul  obUtiont^H 
their  religioafi  difierence,  1  should  bo  inehncd  to  admit,  Cl>^H 


no  mischief  m if; ht  possibly  follow.  But  I  fear  that  that  state 
of  things  is  reserved  for  the  times  when  tlie  leopard  i»  lo  &^J 
down  with  the  lamb.  Arc  we  ertitled  to  expect  tliatfittte^H 
things  from  the  past  experience  of  that  conntr>-  f  U  tlicrr" 
a  country  in  which  rcU^ous  zeal  has  made  more  iotempeT*:^^ 
and  more  perseveiing  struggles  for  the  possession  of  powerlH 
Would  these  ^truggleft  be  le^  violent,  and  less  {>er»evennf 
when  they  advanced  more  to  a  footing  of  equality,  when  tke 
pany>  which  complained  of  dcpre^^ion,  had  adronced  neatrf 
to  tho  completion  of  th&ir  wi^hea  t  look  at  the  experiene 
of  other  countries.  What  wasthe  result  of  the  ti^aty  ofOlir 
in  Poland  ^  What  wa^  the  result  cf  die  edict  of  Naittesi  i 
FrancCi  celebrated  as  a  master  piece  of  pacific  policy  i 
both  founded  on  principles  of  distribution  of  power, 
not  p;trtic8  become  more  envenomed,  struggles  more  ncriti 
nioits,  till  allayed,  at  last,  by  a  i^uin  (though  <!arned 
moac  inor^innte  lengths)  to  tint  policy,  which  the  practice  i 
most  nations  hns  been  content  to  adopt,  of  giving  a  decide 
ascendant  to  that  religion,  whieli  it  approves  \  and  k< 
iia  opponents,  not  in  a  degraded  coFidition.  but  in  that  di^' 
armed  state,  as  to  the  possession  of  power,  which  is  uidispcn- 
aably  rcr|uiaite  for  the  preservation  of  thai  ascendancy.     Ml 
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bim^Ie,  but  confident  oi^inion  i$,  tliot  the  measure  proposed, 
imCcad  of  being  a  measure  of  peace,  will  only  sound  tht 
trumpet  of  t^U^oub  and  cinl  animoftlty. 

Sir,  whiit  13  the  meaiiure  propoM^l  to  us  by  the  rigbt  ho- 
nourubie  gentleman,  as  the  rvsuLt  of  the  rcftUy  profound 
wisdom  which  he  hvLi  applied  to  the  consideration  of  the 
subject^  That  we  should  pa^s  an  act  ircl^ding  the  secu- 
rities which  we  think  necessary  to  obtain;  such  act  to  be 
sodpended  tn  eveciitiou  till  the  Roman  C^^lholic^f  i«1iall  be 
content  Co  give  thosr  scrcunticft.  1  cannot  help  thinking  this 
Diode  of  li-gisiating  de  bene  euct'is  very  Dovcl,and  TCiy in- 
convenient. It  may  be  a  totally  nugatory*  exercise  of  our 
legislative  powera ;  and,  if  wc  c:in  trust  strong  declarations, 
will  certainly  be  so.  If  it  should  so  turn  out,  it  will  eer> 
tainly  be  no  very  dignified  nor  uscfiil  cxercijfc  of  tiio^e 
powerS'  But  if  there  n  no  reason  to  hope  tliot  good  will 
be  done,  h  there  no  reason  to  fear  that  much  mischief  wiU 
be  done?  It  cAtx  be  no  «ecret>  that  there  are  »ery  Urge 
portions  of  the  community  in  both  coimtriej^  who  regard  the 
attempt  vFitb  the  most  painful  anxiety,  and  who  deprecate 
ituch  ooncessionft  to  tlie  Roman  Catholics.  And  theite  peiv 
^ons,  Sifjarc  not  inbhle;  they  are  not  iiiiintormed  persons, 
without  character  or  weight  in  the  comniunity.  They  com- 
pose some  of  its  most  serious,  and  considcrAte,  nnd  re«iiect- 
able  classes.  In  this  condition  of  thin;ts,  all  that  will  be 
acliieved^  will  bo  ^  n^uch  positive  evil,  without  any  counter^ 
balance  of  good.  Here  will  be  htt  idle  parade  of  legislative 
benevolence,  producing  nothing  hut  extreme  unoaKinca»,  and 
disi^ati^riictioti  among  the  l'rot(?slants,  and  increased  ferment 
and  resentment,  amongst  the  Itoman  Catholics.  For,  if  such 
proposals  are  regarded  as  insults  and  persecutions,  I  do  not 
see  bow  ihey  nrv  niuch  reeommeinletl  to  the  afii^rtions  of 
the  Kcmaii  Catholics,  by  merely  being  put  into  tlie  black- 
letttr  of  on  act  of  Parliament.  It  really  ne re r  occurred  to 
me  ihac  an  insult  would  be  at  all  lessened  in  their  feelings 
€f  it,  for  being  ottered  to  them  by  the  legislature  of  tlietr 
coon  try. 

On  such  groumU  a;^  these,  Sur»  (omitting  man^  others  in 
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tbc  cxliau»tecl  state  of  tbc  question,  mi  in  mj  own  ckbAua 
state,)  I  shall  certainly  rote  against  going  into  a  comiDil 
If  there  are  particular  grievances,  apply  the  remedy  to  \ 
CA»^t%  &iriy  and  distinctly  considered;    but  do  not  opcnf 
wholesale  (hop  of  grievances*     1  have  no  doubt  that  such  a 
»hop  would   ho  plentifully  fed,  for  the  remainder  of  tfcc 
5e«nor,  with  fresh  iinp'>rtAtion!(  from  the  Roman  t^Uiolic 
Board  at  Dublin,  wliich^  as  far  as  1  can  judge  from  two 
irohimtA  i  hare  perused,  is  a  very  woU-stocked  <lep6t  (at 
xuch  article*.     But  do  not  let  the  legiiJaCnre  let  h>09e  i 
angry  passions  of  nien,  u}>on  subjects  most  likely  to  excite  id 
times  of  diAicully  anil  danger;  for  ituch  I  conceive  the  tic 
»t)U  to  be,  tliougb  othcnrUc  dcseribcd  by  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman.    The  modem  Hannibal,  or,  rntlier  Aitih, 
still  lives.     We  have  scotched  the  snake,  not  k:lle<l  lu    Wf 
have  to  oppose,  by  every  means,  which  hitmnn  prud<^ncc  go 
fluggest,  the  most  subtle  and  bloody  tyrant  which  has  ei>'cr 
Infcited  the  oartb.    Let  ub  not  waste  away  any  ponton  of 
our  strength  in  aggravated  contentions  among&tour^tcj.     ^M 

I  cannot  sit  down,  Sir,  without  e3:prc5sing  u  regret,  that  l^| 
have  yet  heard  nothing  of  the  plans  which  ve  had  reason  \a    ^ 
expect,  from  tvo  honourable  friends  of  mine,  tt^e  tioUc  Se- 
cretarj'  of  State  (Loid  Castlcreagh,)  who  ^iLt  near  inct  ani 
my  Tight  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Canning,)  below,    1  miat 
do  the  eloquent  mover  (Gruttan)  thf;  justice  to  acknowledge 
that  he  f^iirly  titatcd  his  plun»  though  1  cannot  agree  wJth 
him  in  thinking  it  satiafactory.    That  plan  was  to  embodyJ 
in  hi;  act  for  the  Roman  CatliolJc^^,  a  declarjition  couched  ia 
the  strongest  terms,  of  the  tirni  and  etenuJ  eHtablisbment  <ji  ^ 
the  National  Chuicb. 

We  all  remember,  Sir,  tlw  cfTect  of  dcchiratory  act*  in  llw' 
case  of  America — a  right  maintained  in  words,  given  up  b 
(acts,  and  never  afterwards   recovered.      I   think  it  bat  I 
feeble  fiecurity,  a;id   if  i   rightly   inlerpret  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  to   ivho&c  speeches   I  have  liad  fre*. 
qucnt  oceaaion  to  advert,  his  expectations  wore  not 
fiod  with  it,  for  he  was  looking  out  for  furtliL-r  scnirTtiet.1 
Howvrer,  I  nuut  do  jnatice,  at  leaat,  to  the  candour  ani 
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frankness  of  the  original  moTcr.  I  regret  that  i  cannot  pay 
the  same  coinT>]unent  to  my  honourable  friends,  irom  both  of 
whom,  nmi  particularly  from  my  right  honourable  friend 
(Mr«  Cannings)  who  (^bUTnc<l  thr  resolution  of  Pjirliameut, 
last  ye^tf  some  elucidation  of  their  further  views  which  might 
naturally  have  Ijccn  cipecteil,  at  the  beginTiino;  of  thii*  ilcbate- 
At  proent,  they  drive  us,  darkling,  into  ihis  commiltco,  for 
surely  it  is  no  better,  to  reserve  their  pinna  tUl  a  very  late 
hour,"when  no  man  worketh,— when  it  in  impossible  to 
devote  any  fitculty  of  a  fatigued  mind,  to  a  iahr  consideration 
oflhem.  1  hope  they  wiJl  immediately  recollect  this;  in  the 
mean  time,  1  have  only  to  add,  that  my  dceidcd  vote  is  against 
going  into  the  proposed  committee* 


SPEECH 

OF   TflK 

RIGHT   HONOUHABLE  LORD  VISCOUNT  SIDMOUTH. 


I  Whet*  lord  GrenviUe  "  moved  tlw  ordur  of  the  day  for  taking  into 
consfdcration  the  Roman  Catholic  Petition/'  in  the  House  of 
Lorda,  Mfly  10th,  1805,  the  Right  Honourable  Lobu  VjscorsT 
SujuoCTH.  tLtn  President  of  the  Council,  addrcsaed  the  Hoiue,  m 
tlie  folbvrmg  nervous  and  Conatitutionul  diction. 


[Mt  Lords,— I  feel  equally  ioclined  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  Dobic  baton  (Grenville,)  and  to  di^^cuaa  the  hnportant 
k^iofiation  which  is  before  your  lordships,  with  the  temper  and 
fvKodention  that  in  necessary  in  considering^  it.  Whatever 
sentinu^nts  i  entertain  respecting  it,  I  will  ftvow  ihem  plainly 
[and  frankly,  and  1  will  begin  by  saying,  thiit  though  I  would 
Ego  as  fer  in  whatever  regards  toleration  as  any  of  your  lord- 
1  ships,  1  am  not  prepared  logo  to  the  extreme  extent  pro- 
[poficd  by  the  noble  baron.  I  havr  listened  to  what  fell  from 
ftbe  noble  baron  with  all  ihe  attention  and  respect  tiiat  is  due 
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to  wbatercr  comcj  frooi  bim;  1  Imvc  h^ard  him  with  the 
pkjLflure  that  1  aLwsjrs  do,  bat  it  xtas  a  pleasure  min^ki 
with  ^NtoniT'hiiuMii  aud  fiurpiise.  When  J  recDlLvct  hov 
greatly  iLat  noble  buron  di^tinguiHlH^d  Itinwflf'  in  combiting 
doctiinesffhicb  led  to  all  the  Gnlumitics  under  «bich  a  |>reai 
portion  of  the  people  is  actimlly  fuifering,  and  1  fear  nfll 
long  Autter,  it  vas  net  witbouc  e\ce.4ftt>e  £»tonbdtineni  tlial  I 
ji,ive  heard  h'un  this  night  nuiintain  doclrinesir  tbi:  direct 
tendency  of  which  is  the  introduction  of  all  thoflc  innoTitiiig 
principles  against  wbicb  be  bad  so  manrully  and  sa 
struggled. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  <juestion,  iny  ioi-ds»  I  will  tnke" 
opportunity  of  dcclnnng,  that  1  entirely  concur  with 
noble  fiiend  the  Secretary  of  State  (l^ord  HawkcE^bury,) 
giving  full  credit  to  the  Uomau  Catholics  for  tlieir  lojdi 
and  attacbtnent,  both  to  the  Constilutiou  and  the  beiicGoeiil 
Sovereign  at  the  he<i(l  of  it.  1  beti«ve  their  iiilentionj»  to  be 
upright  and  sincere;  but  it  is  idle  and  vain  to  take  thesenti* 
ments  of  the  great  btjdy  of  the  Koman  C^thobcs  £i*oii  a  fev 
jndividuaU,  who  can  only  »n.tv-er  for  tliemselres,  Thcj 
mtf:;ht  fairly  nnd  honr^?;t1y,  ami  with  the  hc^  intentions  m  the 
world,  pursue  a  line  of  conduct  that  might  ultimately  be 
tended  with  the  most  calnmitous  coni^cquunccs  to  the  couui 
1  will  noti  therefore,  place  them  in  a  situation,  where  ik 
conduct,  though  perfectly  well  intended  on  iheir  paitp  nigl 
1)0  productive  of  «ucl)  baneful  eflt'cC^. 

To  uny  lengths  of  toIcr»tioD,  my  lorde,  no  man  can  be 
more  willing  to  go  than  1  am ;  but  tlie  great  object  of  ihe 
petition  i.t  to  procure  what  is  culied  Koman  Citholic  cmjincr-^ 
paboiv    J'hatcerm,  hovever^  is  improperly  applied.    Tbi 
is  no  stuvery  here  from  which  tbey  are  to  be  deliFei 
They  have  already  been  reiieveti  from  every  thing  that 
any  appearance  of  this  nature.    Tbc  grantiag  of  the  pra; 
of  the   present  petition  will  not  satisfy  thein>     T)iij»  vou 
only  iiJleieM  tlie  mass  of  the  people  st>  lar  a^  night  serve 
paie  the  nay  for  htrther  concejivions,  in  which  cbey  conocr 
tliemselves  more  immediately  concerned.    The  effect,  the 
forCtof  yielding  to  die  claims  novmadet  wouhl  bo  nothing  cl 
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IhftR  eiciting  tin  expccUuion  of  obtaiinng  more.  The  nobI« 
baron  (Greniillc)  complained  of  the  policy  of  our  ancestors, 
vhich  has  bcenrcUxcct  within  the  hsi  ivrwXy  years;  and  he 
DOW  complainBt  of  the  ngoiiv  ami  impobcy  of  Parliament^ 
which  cvnunuGS  tlic  restrictions  that  still  remaui,  tJiougk 
thexcArc  the  most  important.  Hut  thehi^ory  of  the  country 
clearly  showg  that  the;  meaaiuefi  adopted  by  our  aticostoris 
Ibough  ligorouB  and  revoking  hi  thom«dvc«,  vere  detmlod 
andju«tHied  by  the  soundrst  policy,  and  the  most  absolute 
rity. 
There  is  no  instance,  my  lords,  in  the  history  of  the 
y,  of  the  Protestanls  anJ  Papista  iigreoing  in  Parlia- 
rlmd  conducting  business  ot'govcnnnent  and  Icgifttation 
cordially  togethp^r.  lJn<!er  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  who 
adopted  such  sanguinary  mcaiiurps^  the  Popish  intoresU 
gained  t]ic  ascendancy  in  spite  of  the  eflorta  of  the  Protes- 
tants. The  Priests  threatened  those  with  excommunication 
vho  would  not  give  their  votes  in  favour  of  the  Popish  can- 
didatcF,  and  by  choice  and  other  mcnns  the  Queen  procured 
a  Parliament,  that  seconded  her  endeavotirB  to  cstablisli 
Popery  in  this  country.  Under  the  ragn  of  Elizabeth  the 
mauaere  of  St.  ii.-irtholomcn-  took  place.  A  con^pii'acy 
-occurred  in  Ireland,  that  ctidcd  in  the  removal  of  the  Mttv 
quid  of  Ormfiby^  and  left  the  melancholy  proof  that  many 
members  of  Parliament  were  engaged  in  promoting  the  re- 
bellion; and  no  U-ss  th^m  forty-one  members  ijrere  expelled 
on  that  account,  principally  from  the  House  of  l^rds.  In 
ibo  reign  of  Charles  Ih  the  royal  word  was  given,  that  no 
nttcmpt  should  be  made  to  establish  Popery;  hut  the  word 
wosbroken^  and  the  high  ofllcesof  the  StJilc  were  ftlled  with 
Papists ;  and  when  the  Duke  of  Yorlc  aftcrw.nds  sllccccdcd^ 
an  avovred  Roman  Catholic,  matters  were  carried  ko  f«r,  that 
the  family  lo^  the  noblest  possession  that  any  family  could 
possibly  enjoy. 

After  such  experience  as  this,  my  lords,  of  the  temper  and 
spirit  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  were  not  our  ancestors  jusd^ 
f]<Hl  in  the  preca^ilions  %vhich  they  a<h>ple<l  against  the  re- 
currence of  similar  scenes?     Under  tlie  reign  of  K'mg  Wil- 
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liaiD,  that  great  friend  to  tb(>  liberties  of  Kurope,  as  weU  is 
of  this  couDtry,  these  measures  were  fint  adopted.  Af 
these  meisures  of  rij^our  took  f^lucc,  an  interval  of  calm  and 
traiu]iiil)ity»uccee<ic<l  in  lrc[aE<l,which  had  before  been  almo 
constaxitEy  in  a  state  of  a^tjition,  and  continued  even  when 
rebellioa  arose  m  thl*{  country.  The  sabsoquisit  orderlj 
conduct  of  the  Uish  led  to  relaxation  of  those  lavs,  und^ 
the  prc^nt  re^n,  as  bad  been  correctly  stated  by  the  nob 
lord.  1  am  satisfied  that  this  was  a  vtl»ts  pobcyv  as  I  ant 
powd  to  grant  every  thing  to  the  Koman  Catholics,  qi 
jiolilical  power. 

irnder  the  Constitution,  my  !ord5,  as  it  stands  at  presei 
I  will  Bsk,  vhat  arc  tlie  inconveniences  fcU  by  the  Itou 
Catholics?  Are  they  not  aa  fully  protected  in  their  pn>* 
perUes  their  characters,  their  liberty,  as  any  other  descr 
lion  of  his  Majc^sly's  subjects  ?  I  call  upon  any  friend  of  I 
Koman  Catholics  to  point  out  a  single  statnto  in  our  fegi* 
hlhre  code  vrhicli  bears  bard  upon  the  Roman  Catholic*,  i 
am  penrtuded,  if  any  such  do  exist,  that  it  is  only  neccfieeiyj 
to  point  it  out,  to  induce  its  repeal. 

If  I  tbougfatjmy  lords,  the  effect  of  concedingthesubsb 
of  the  petition  would  be  to  unite  the  mass  of  the  population  i 
Irelaikd}  perhaps  I  may  not  have  been  di^pofed  to  oppose  i 
eo  dcddedly  as  I  find  myself  under  the  necesnty  of  doiag^ 
but  when  1  see  the  Roman  Catholics  almost  umUsj^£ 
endeavouring  not  to  make  themselves  n  part  of  the  State,  I 
the  State  itself;  that  is  mi  object  which  I  can  never  be  iih 
duced  to  grant  lhcm»     It  is  not  merely  a  ciril  right,  but  pO-J 
[ideal  power,  in  the  most  comprehensive  signification  of  tlitj 
lenur  which  they  seek  to  attain.     One  consequence  of « 
ceding  to  tvlint  they  dt^mand  in  Ibeir  pelitton  ivould  be,  tha 
their  clergy  would  ac^piirc  an  authority  which  tlioy,  with  : 
pecuhar  tenets  of  their  religion,  and  the  facitities  it  aSbrdai 
it  h  much  to  be  feared^  would  convert  to  a  dangerous  uscJ 
]  call  upon  tlie  House  to  think  of  two  such  dangerous  pover^ 
as  those  of  exeomnmnjcritton  and  auricular  eonfc^ioor  i 
then  to  say,  whether  it  would  open  a  door  to  oil  the  da 
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■  tliat  might  accme  to  Hie  Nadcnal  Church  from  the  emploj- 
H  mvnt  of  Eucli  engines. 

H  The  Roman  Caihotic  clergy,  my  brds,  there  is  too  much 
^vrea&oji  to  ap(irchcnd,  hari;  never  r<:linqubhcd  the  hope  of 

■  b«comiii{;  tlic  hierarchy  of  the  country.  1  have  the  amhority 
H  of  Lord  Clare  for  declaring,  that  there  exi^t  c^nstytorial 
H  courts  in  every  diocese  in  IrelAJiU,  uod  that  there  is  a  penion 
H^xesldbg  at  Rome  charged  co  vBtch  over  the  intcreEts  of  the 
Bullish  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Nay,  more,  there  is  not  a 
H  dignity  in  the  Established  Church,  which  hiu  not  ilscouD* 
H  terpan  in  the  Roman  Cathdic  Cliurch. 

"       The  i>«ti>n!<ihlt^  objcft,  my  lords,  and  perhaps  the  rtul  ob- 
ject of  the  petitioners,  is  plain  enough  ;  bul  is  that  object  the 
object  of  the  great  body  of  Roman  Cathollc-s  in  Ireland? 
H  WIU  not  that  bod>  be  incUned  to  extend  rlicir  viewH  a  liEtle 
H  further^     Will  tlioy  not  nucurally  look  to  the  exaltation  of 
H  their  clergy,  sud  to  divers  other  privileges^  wliieli  cannot 
B  be  granted  to  them  without  mimincnt  danger  to  the  present 
H  Constitution  in  Church  and  State  i      If  the  House  should 
H  manifetft  a  dispoifitjon  to  conccilc  to  them  even  the  limited 
Bobject  they  demand,  it  cannot  be  done  without  the  certiim 
Hsdcrifice  of  the  Act  of  ScltlemcnL  'What,  my  lords^l  will  ask, 
Bvoutd  be  the  consequences  ut  an  election  in  Ireland,  if  the 
'     Roman  Catholics  lihoLild  be  allovred  to  bcco&ie  meoibers  of 
the  legislative  body  i    In  tliis  country  we  lia>e  «een  the  tu- 
inidt  and  inconveniences  produced  by  the  attachment  of  a 
certain  de^ripUcn  of  the  people  to  an  individu^h    Whatever 
^ihcy  weic,  they  vould  be  infinitely  ag^avated  in  that  conn- 
^pry,  vbere  nucnber^  would  be  found  contendhig  with  pro- 
perly. 

My  Lords. — I  cannot  bring  myself  to  conceile  what  is  re- 

1    (|uired  by  the  petition.     It  seems  to  me  a  monstrous  and 

^■hocking  propobitioo  to  be  called  to  place  tlie  Uoman  Ca* 

"ihohcs  in  n  difri^rent  state  from  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's  »«b- 

jeets,  owing  only  ft  limited  allcgioiice.     I  call  upon  the  House 

to  preserve  their  Protestant  King  and  their  Protestant  P*r- 

lianienl,  and  to  recollect  tliatit  was  a  Prote^stant  Parliaraeflt 

rliich  rcscncd  the  nation  iiom  the  dangers  ot  a  Popiih 
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-(Ung.  I  estliorl  your  lonUhips  to  follow  the  example  of 
our  Protestaiit  dt^llvcrcr ;  ainl  tu  resoWc  to  item  the  U&t  dike 
or  the  Coii^lituliuti,  both  iu  Church  aiid  Stale,  luthcr  tiiAA 
aUaiHloii  one  imnciplc  of  citlicr.  There  arc  two  rooda  be- 
fore your  lorcbhips;  one  ofihciii  i»  that  old,  venerable,  na^ 
vrvU^uowii  way,  which  had  bc<;ii  struck  out  for  u«  by  our 
anccsCora ;  hi  ijunmiug  thai,  nv  nam  viicouiiter  uu  dat^n- 
Thc  otlier  u  a  vay  untrodden  and  djiiij^crouict  leading  to  ID- 
QovatioDB,  the  consequences  of  which  no  huiiivi  foro'^t 
can  Teach.  I  am  not  prt- pared,  my  lords,  to  rush  huedieulf 
into  n  patli  Icadbg  to  «uch  desperate  residta,  aad  will  cook- 
qucntly  oppoi^'  the  motion  for  tcftnrin|f  tlic  pctittua  tot 
committee. 
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When  the  order  of  tlic  Aay  for  ilic-  %cond  rcadtnf;  of  the  I 
Catholic  Disahilliy  Uenioval  Bill  waftr^a<l  In  die  Houitc  ofl 
April  16,  ISeifthc  Kight  tlonDvi»l>li-- niul  Nobk-  KAiirDrl 
EiKliD Addressed  the  Home  in  die  foUo^irg  doquiml  and 
tudooal  language. 


My  Lords. — I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  exprc«*,  tis  coadfH; 
as  the  nature  of  the  Kubjcet  wWI  permit,  my  scutiuients  on  (be 
bill  before  )'ourtordahip«,— sentiments  which  have  been  formed 
on  mature  rejection,  and  whtdi  a  pretty  loiig  revidcnce  in 
Koman  Ciilhotic  cottntrtes  lias  tended  to  conlinn.  The 
prcA^nt  bill  consists  of  two  parts-— the  first,  to  render  all  ot^ 
fices  In  the  State  open  to  the  iComan  Catliolics ;  tlie  aecocMlt 
to  regulate  their  intercourse  with  tlie  See  of  Koine.  To  die 
latter,  many  Koman  Catliolics  strongly  object ;  but  it  li  lo 
the  fornKT  pnrl  of  iht  liill,  to  the  principle  of  renuTing  the 
disubihtics  from  the  Konian  Catliolics,  thai  my  ol^ectioii  nli 
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the  (Brecteil;  and  i  viU  begin  by  moving^  "  That  the  bill 
^i^auld  be  tvmi  a  second  time  this  clay  six  oionthE/' 

Tliisbillr  my  lords,  appears  togiveupvhat  is  DcceRS&ryto 
be  retaineil  fur  the  security  of  the  Pru tL-s tun t  Church,  whh- 
oui  sutLtfying  the   Rumaii  C»tliv1i<;^.     It  Jtlarms  tho±.c  vrho 
nrc  utlachi-<]  to  titc  E^tnbliabcd  Church,  nhtlc  it  sets  no  li- 
mits to  ihc  d<;inands  of  the  Komsn  CathoUcs,     For,  If  nny 
H  one  supposes  that  the  Uomaa  Catholtca  will  ever  be  »ati«ficd 
Hwlthout  having  tlicir  laity  adinUtcd  to  all  offices,  without  ex- 
Hception  or  reslrictioiT,  and  wUliouE  obtaining  for  their  cieigy 
Htbe  restoration  of  oil  benefices  and  property  of  the  ChurcE^ 
"and  a  recognitton,  in  principle  at  leaat,  of  the  righc  of  that 
family  cci  rt\^n  in  this  country  which  hnd  been  sec  aside  by 
the  Bill  of  Rights,  he  U  much  deceived, 
k     I  will  venture  to  say,  my  lords,  that  chose  who  expect  the 
H  Homan  C^tliuhc^t  vftW  be  content  with  len-t  than  thU,  »h(jw 
little  foresight,  little  kiK>w1edge  of  mankind  in  generali  and 
of  the  Koiaun  Cathcdic^  in  particular     1  conceive  that  some 
contemplate  such  an  arrangcineiit  when  they  f^upport  the 
l>re:ientn]easure;aiid entertain  the  opinion, that  as  the  Prcs- 
■  byteriau  Church  is  suffered  to  be  the  E«tril)li!!;hcd  Church  of 
P  Scotland,  in   the  same  way   the  Roman  Cathohc  Church 
might  be  allowed  to  become  chc  Established  Church  of  Ire* 
laiid.     Much  as  1  dider  from  those  who  are  of  this  way  of 
tbinkinj^,  I  muiit  declare  that  even  thi:i  would  be  leas  dan* 
gerous  tlian  the  measure  now  before  the  Hou;^  which  gra* 
duates  them  towards  the  object  of  their  wibhe^,  and  gives 

I  them  pohtical  power  to  enable  them  to  proceed  further. 
Uy  the  Kngh?>h  CunKtitution,  my  lonb,  RoniAU  Ciitholictf 
are  excluded  from  political  power,  and  it  appears  to  me  chat 
to  alter  it  in  this  respect,  will  be  to  do  away  with  its  very 
e^setioc-     Is  it  rjght  or  wrong  to  exclude  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics from  political  power*     The  advocates  of  ihcbill  may  aaj 
b  chat  it  waH  originally  ri^ht,  but  that  the  reasons  which  JusU* 
Viied  their  evduMon  then,  are  no  longer  in  custeiicc.    I  would 
wisib  to  examine  the  reavona  which  formerly  justified  their 
eiclufiion,  and  the  circumbt^ncc^  which  have  caused  these  to 
,  e&iAt  no  longer.     Let  your  lordships  for  a  moment  exatnine 
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vhat  ground  there  ia  for  thu  opimon.  la  it  founded  co 
flome  alteradon  in  the  character  €£  the  Roman  Catholks,  or 
on  some  important  change  ui  the  leading  features  of  th^ 
religion  7  The  Roman  Catholics  are  daily  acquiring  won 
consideration  and  power,  and  it  surely  is  not  therefore  to  U 
concluded,  that  these  lavs  ought  to  be  repealed. 

Are  your  lordships  prepared  to  aay  to  the  Roman  CatW 
lies — "  When  you  were  inconsiderable  in  numbers  and  pro- 
perty, we  dreaded  your  influence,  and  we  then  gave  noeo* 
couragcment  to  your  religion,  because  we  considered  it  cot- 
trary  to  liberty  and  freedom  of  cons<neDce;  but  we  afterwudi 
found  out  that  an  exaggerated  sense  of  danger  bad  induoJ 
us  to  impose  heavy  restraints  upon  you,  "We  then  reUied 
our  measures  of  precaution,  and  we  repealed  all  the  sereie 
laws  under  the  operation  of  which  you  laboured.  In  conw- 
quence  of  this  conduct  of  ours,  your  population  and  yow 
wealth  have  rapidly  increased,  and  now  that  you  have  bib- 
bers  and  power  sufficient  to  do  us  no  harm,  we  relyirtt 
confidence  on  your  moderation.  Come  then,  and  share  witk 
us  all  the  authority,  all  the  advantages  we  possess,  Son 
little  reservation  must  be  made  for  the  present,  merely  ti 
blind  unthinking  Protestants;  but  very  soon  we  will  yidA 
every  thing  and  share  with  you  the  whole."  Such  is  therf 
feet  of  the  principal  argument  in  support  of  the  bill,  aid 
nothing  can  be  more  inconsistent. 

It  is  also  contended,  my  lords,  that  the  influence  of  &t 
Pope  is  no  longer  an  object  of  apprehension,  I  am  convinced 
however,  that  the  Church  of  Rome  is  so  constituted  that  it 
guard  against  it  ought  always  to  be  an  object  of  solicitude 
with  this  government.  Its  practice  may  vary  somewhat  ic* 
cording  to  circumstances,  or  according  to  the  character  of  t 
particular  Pope;  but  its  principles  and  its  views  are  still  the 
same* 

The  manner,  in  vhich,  my  lords,  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  accommodates  itself  to  circumstances  is  well  known. 
At  a  time  when  men  are  not  disposed  to  become  proaelytea,  it 
adopts  Pagan  ceremonies,  and  incorporates  them  in  the  body 
of  its  rites.     The  Pagan  name  is  changed,  but  tiie  thing  re- 
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mains  the  saac  %a  before.    VoinU  held  to  be  moct  matcrialr 

and  which  serve  Co  dtstinguish  Romun  Cutholici  &om  Fro- 

unts,  were  ^veii  up  to  gain  an  object.     In  ODe  country 

the  ricv;  of  concilifttin^  tbe  people,  nutrrkd  priests  have 

-n  alloirod  to  perform  tbd  ceremonbea  of  the  Church.    1 

'»  &Htoni*<he<i  at  the  indulgence;  and  upon  inquiry  into  it, 

amed  that  it  wo:*  excused  by  thi'  pretence  that  the  ccttbacy 

t  prieacs  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  is  a  laatter  of 

lacipliiic — but  not  of  doctrine.     Where  authority  cannot  be 

rdvcxcrtetl,  the  Church  is  very  accommodating;  but  where 

he  itomtflh  eupcrstUion  completely  prcvaiisr  as  in  Spain 

lul  Poftugnl,  cvcr>'  point  b  insisted  on.     In  fact,  it  ib  plnin, 

hat  the  ilesirt;  of  control  remains  tuichanged  m  the  Cliurch 

of  Horae,  thaii^li   the  manner  hi   which   that  control  is 

exercised^  may  be  chan^^cd  according  to  circumstances. 

1  am  ready  to  believe,  my  lords,  thai  the  present  Pope 
would  not  instigate  a  niAsaacre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  but  when 
Church  of  Home  condemned  tliat  massacre?  He 
vrould  not  recommend  an  edict  of  >'aiitcs;  but  was 
.bat  edict  ever  blamed  by  the  Church  of  Rome?  The  pre- 
;it  Pope,  1  will  admit,  may  grant  concestiOEs;  but  3EealL>ts 
\ig\\t  rise  to  the  head  of  that  Cburch,  and  a  future  Pope 
verse  what  the  present  would  concede.  Tlie  Pope  ts  re- 
irded  as  omnipotent,  and  no  arningemcrt  cnn  now  be  ob* 
tained  which  might  not  be  aJtcrv^ards  subject  to  rcvcrsaL 
Komin  Catholics  niightf  at  one  time,  be  directed  to  aibniit 
to  their  lawful  sovereign,  and  aftei'wards  be  abM>lved  from 
their  allegiance.  Another  remarkable  feature  of  ttie  Koman 
Catliolic  religion  is,  tlic  influence  wliich  its  pricslK  exercise 
for  the  pur|)Oie  of  acquiring  property.  At  the  cJose  oi^  life, 
when  consolation  is  wanted,  it  in  not  ibeir  practice  to  breathe 
peace  into  the  mind,  but  to  create  alarm,  in  order  to  make 
leaoe  be  purchased.  IJence  immense  sacrifices  ai^e  made 
by  persons  at  the  hour  of  dcatli. 

Tbe  facility,  my  lords,  with  which  the  priests  recovered 
their  power,  after  it  had  been  lost,  is  exemphhed  by  wbat  re- 
cently oceiirrud  in  Prince.  Your  brd?;hip,s  are  aware  tJiat 
Koman  Cntholic  Cburcb  had  been  compMciy  put  down 
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in  thttt  country  tnd  iu  property  seised  durmg  the  Revo 
tiOO*  SoocUiing  bad  been  done  for  the  cJergy  by  the  IM 
government;  but  the  present  Kint;  hM\  gone  further  and  t^ 
stored  Cliurch  property.  The  ctlbcts  of  the  uncouragoii 
given  them  were  soon  manifested  by  the  infiuencc  they  i 
quired.  When  the  clergy  showed  tiiem^elves,  after  tbei 
storatioR  of  the  King,  they  were  treated  with  the  greaU 
contempt.  It  wus  not  posable  for  the  prie:«U  to  walk 
streett  without  being  insulted;  but,  by  pcrscicr&nce  aod^ 
tificOi  t]iey  gradually  gained  an  ascendancy  over  minds  i 
poiaecl  to  »upcr»1itioiu  The  progre^t*  they  have  made  » a 
tonUhing,  'iheir  xcat  has  ctiicrfly  been  vxerciscd  ia  p^ 
citniig  the  restoration  of  national  property,  and  that 
merely  from  the  original  purchasers,  but  from  third 
into  whose  liitnds  it  had  parsed. 

What  has  occurred,  my  lords,  in  France,  is  a  fresh  ■ 
of  tl^e  unchangeable  character  of  the  Kotnan  CathoEc 
gion,  and  tliat  character  1  contend  ought  to  be  a  jttit  i 
ject  of  apprehenHon  with  a  British  legislature,  and  itt 
ence  proves  the  danger  of  passing  thb  bill.  Stich  i* 
nature  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  that  it  matten  otf 
how  long  an  opposing  force  remains  tn  action  upon  it;  re- 
move the  ibrce»  and  the  evil  exUtj^  as  before.  Like 
story  of  tl>e  jar  in  an  oriental  ulc^-^when  the  cover 
taken  off,  n  column  of  smoke  t5»ted  forth,  and  an  nnpris 
^ant  gradually  arose,  until  his  hand  readied  the  skiev; 
aa  tlie  Roman  Catholic  religion  would  do,  thts  monsteri 
no  sooner  set  free  from  restraint,  than  he  inflicted  p«b  t 
misery  all  around  him. 

According  to  ibe  bill  now  under  con»idcratioa,  my  I 
a  Homan  Catholic  might  command  the  fleet  or  thcj 
He  might  be  a  member  of  the  Houac  of  CofmDOQs,  or  i 
might  sit  in  your  lordship!i*  House;  he  might  be  cuie  ofi 
Majesty'a   privy  counsellors,  or  even  a  eaUoet 
Your  lordships  should  consider  what  actmia 
tmght  arise  from  such  a  measore  as  this.    By  tho  it 
tation  of  the  Constitution  the  King  can  do  no  wtow;  i 
.that  pnnd^  ocrtoiniy  seems  to  reqwe  thai  oo  Rimmui  ^ 
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Itliolic  slioulcl  be  placed  ta  n  simation  in  Trhlch  his  influence 
ItnJght  be  exerted  agatnat  tlie  liberties  or  ihc  religion  of  tlic 

Jtiiry.  ^liouU  this  bill  i>a&s,  the  King  must  ^till  bylaw 
^AProtcitnnt;  but  Itc  might  Imve  UoinanCatbolicadvisera* 

the  sfscem  is  to  be  Abandoned  b;  wbicb  the  country  }ia9 
liftlierto  been  goremed;  would  it  not  be  better  to  allcw  the 
ting  to  be  ft  Roman  Catholic  and  require  Iua  advisers  to  be 
^rotesunts? 

Ic  appears  to  me,  my  lords,  tliat  those  who  support  the 
[present  bjli  nUh  to  Eibandon  the  greater  security  of  the 
Constitution,  and  to  retain  the  less.  Might  not  the  advisers 
[of  ihit  Cronii,  if  HoniAn  Catholicft,  secretly  uiiderQiinc  the 
{£«<al>]i-*«)ted  Church  f  Homan  Catbolic^^  &re,  it  is  true,  ex- 
ichidcd  from  educAting  youth  in  tlio  University  |  but  I  ece  no 
Iprovision  in  the  bill  which  excludes  them  from  being  tvtors 
1^  the  licir'appcre/tt  or  t/te  heir  presumptive  of  ihe  CroMnu 
llfihen  tiieadvbeniuf  tlie  Crown  might  be  Koinan  Catholics, 
[and  if  the  heir  to  the  tlirone  nd^^ht  be  educated  by  Roman 
jCdtbohcSr  I  will  put  It  to  your  lordslnps  to  say  upon  what 
\»t  ground  the  auccession  to  the  throne  liad  been  altered. 

Tlie  nohli^  lord  attticipated  9«riou»  cousequenees  in  Ircdtind 
Ifrotn  tljis  measure.     Thi;  Romun  Catholic  cunuot  be  Lord 

i:uten3nt  of  Ireland,  but  lie  titight  he  Chbf  Secretary.  It 
[la  the  business  of  tlio  Chief  Sc^^retary  for  In^latid  to  bruig 
[most  subjects  under  the  consideration  of  the  Lord  Lieuie<- 
Irnot.  If  (he  Roman  Catholic  interest  continues  to  increase 
[in  Ireland, ^as  I  linve  no  doubt  ic  would) — I  do  not  see 
[why  we  arc  not  to  expect  thai  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire* 
I  land  would  be  infiuenced  by  the  wiahcs  of  the  Uomon  Oitho- 
[lies;  and  thecon^eijuence  of  this  would  be,  that  we  caa  have 
j  110  assurance  that  measures  would  not  be  adopted  favourable 
to  them,  and  unfavourable  to  the  Protectants,  but  thu  cxpec- 
Itatiou  that  the  Lord  LicutcnJint  would  set  himself  firmly 
[against  everything  that  came  from  hi»  eonlldential  adviifer. 

I  cannot  but  lament,  my  lords,  the  diifereitce  of  c^inion 
I  which  exists  on  thU  important  subject  in  his  Majesty's  coun- 
IcHs.    iSomc  men  may  pniise  that  difference  of  opinion;  I,  on 
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in  that  counfry  and  iu  pro{>erty  seized  during  tbo 
tion.  Something  hud  been  don€  for  Ihe  clergy  by  the  hat 
govorum<mt;  but  the  presert  King  had  gone  fuTthcr  and  ifr 
stored  Churcli  property.  The  etlects  of  tiic  encouragemBl 
given  them  were  soon  manifested  by  the  indueuce  tJiey  ac- 
quired. AVben  ttie  clergy  showed  tbeuwehes,  after  the  r*- 
slor&don  of  tUc  King,  tbcy  were  treated  with  the  grt^test 
contempt.  It  was  not  possible  for  the  priests;  to  walk  dv 
streets  without  being  insulted;  but,  by  perseveraace  andir- 
titice,  they  gradually  gained  au  a^ceaUancy  over  tniridd 
posed  to  fiuperstitton.  The  progre^  tbey  have  tnade  U 
tonif^hing.  Their  zeal  has  cLit'fly  been  exercised  in 
curing  the  restoration  of  natioiul  property,  and  that 
merely  froin  the  ongiiuil  purctiasers,  but  from  third  piitv 
into  whose  hands  it  hid  parsed. 

V^'hat  has  occurred,  my  lords,  in  France,  i9  a  fresh  proof 
of  tlie  unchuiigeiible  character  of  tlic  Roman  CadioUc  rcn* 
gion,  Ai>d  thjit  character  I  contend  ought  to  be  a  ju^  sub- 
ject of  apprehension  with  a  British  legislature,  and  its  exist- 
ence proves  the  danger  af  pacing  this  bill.  Sttoh  in  the 
nature  of  the  lloman  Catholic  reUgion,  tlial  it  matters  nrt 
how  long  an  opposing  foro-  remains  in  action  u|>on  it;  rr- 
move  the  force,  nml  the  evil  exists  as  before.  Like  ilia 
story  of  the  jar  in  an  oriental  tale; — when  the  cover 
taken  off,  a  column  of  smoke  issued  forth,  and  «n  imprisi 
giant  graduaDy  arose,  until  his  hand  reacltcd  the  skie^; 
JLS  the  Roman  CathoUc  religion  would  doj  this  monster  ins 
no  sooner  set  free  from  rcsUamt,  than  he  infiicted  pain  sad 
misery  all  around  him. 

According  to  the  bill  noir  mnUr  consideration,  my  lords, 
a  Roman  Catholic  might  coimnnml  the  Beet  or  thcann'. 
i^e  might  be  a  imml)er  of  the  House  of  Commons,  or  h 
ungbt  sit  in  your  kirdshipfi'  House;  he  might  be  oneof  htf 
Majesty's  privy  coun.'^llor*,  or  evcrn  u  cabinet  min: 
Your  lordtdups  Hhciuld  consider  what  serioui  cotiscqoi?! 
might  arise  from  such  a  measure  as  this.  By  the  inl< 
tation  of  the  Constitution  the  King  can  do  no  wrong; 
that  principle  certainly  seents  to  rc<iiiirc  that  no  Roman  Q 
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|thoUc  slioulcl  he  placed  in  a  siltiatloii  in  wliicli  hist  influence 
iiilgtic  be  exerted  against  the  liberties  or  the  religion  of  tiifi 
IcminlrVi     Should  this  bill  pAss,  ihv  Kin^  must  still  bylaw 

be  A  i'rotOftAist;  but  he  might  have  Homan  Catholic  advigers. 
the  system  &a  to  be  ^bandont^d  by  which  the  country  fans 

ihbeno  been  governed ;  voahl  it  not  l)e  belter  to  allow  iho 

King  to  be  A  Roman  Catholic  and  recjuire  his  advisers  to  bo 

Protestants  f 
It  appears  to  me,  my  lords,  that  those  who  stipport  the 
[present  bill  uinh  to  abaiidua  the  greater  security  of  (ho 
[Constitution,  .ind  to  retatn  the  less.     Might  not  the  advisers 

>f  iIlu  Crown,  if  Uoman  Cniliolic*,  ^ecrclly  undcnuioe  the 
'I:v)E;)bli!^lic<i  Church  f     Honian  Catholics,  art',  it  ifi  trtie,  ex- 

cludi:d  from  educating  youth  in  the  Univemty;  but  I  see  no 

provision  in   the  bill  which  excludes  them  from  being  Mors 

tof  fhe  heir^ppmtrnt  cr  the  heir  jtre^umpltre  of  the  CrQunn* 
If  then  tlicadvisi^rsofthe  Croiitn  might  b(^  Roman  Cacbolic8t 
find  rl'ihc  heir  to  the  throne  might  be  educated  br  iloman 
CathDlies,  1  will  put  it  to  your  lordships  to  say  upon  what 
\mi  grottnd  tilt-  »uC(;e:«»ion  to  Che  throne  bad  been  iLlCcred. 
The  t>Dblo  [ord  anticipated  serious  consequences  inlrohind 
from  this  measure-     The  Roman  CathoHc  cannot  be  Lord 
Liieutenant  of  Ireland,  but  he  might  be  Chief  Secretary.     It 
Is  tlie  biisinesft  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  to  bring 
most  MdijectK  under  the  consideration  of  the  Lord  Lietitc- 
^^  nant.     If  the  Roman  CathoUc  intereat  continues  to  increase 
Hin  Ireland, — (as  1  have  no  doubt  it  would) — 1  ilo  not  see 
|p  why  we  are  not  to  espcct  tlml  ihc  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land would  be  influenced  by  the  wishes  of  the  Homan  Catho- 
lics ;  antl  tlie  conscfpicnce  of  iliis  would  be,  th»t  we  can  have 
^  no  assuratKC  tbat  measuren  woidd  not  lie  adopted  favourable 
H  to  tlwm,  and  unfavourable  to  the  Prote!<taiits,  but  the  expec- 
tation that  the  Lord   Lieutenant  would  ^et  himself  firmly 
against  everything  that  came  from  bis  conlidentiil  atlviscr- 

I  cannot  but  Umeiit,  D>y  lords,  tho  di(fi;rcncc  of  opinion 
whidl  exists  on  tliit  important  subject  in  his  JVIajesiy's  couo* 
cils.     Some  men  may  praise  tliat  dlfTerence  of  opinion ;  I,  on 
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in  Ihat  country  and  its  property  scixcd  during  the  tUti 
tkpii.  SomcUiing  bad  N-en  done  for  cfae  clergy  by  lliol 
gOTcmmcnt;  but  the  present  King  had  gon«  further  and^ 
stort'd  Church  property-  The  oflfecu  of  the  encounn 
given  them  were  icon  mftnifcated  by  the  influence  i 
quired.  When  ttic  clergy  showed  tlicauehc:),  after  tbe^ 
storation  of  the  King,  they  were  treated  with  the  gxcii 
coDtcmpt.  It  wail  not  possible  for  the  priests  to  walk  I 
streets  without  being  iitsulted;  but,  b;  perseverance  andl 
ti5ce,  they  gradually  gained  an  osccndmiKy  over  miadij 
pose<l  to  superstition.  The  progress  they  have  maden^ 
tonishing*  Their  zeal  h^  chieAy  been  cxerci^d  in 
curing  the  re^oration  of  natiosial  property,  iind  tluri  J 
merely  from  the  original  purcliEScrs,  but  from  third 
into  whose  hands  it  had  passed. 

^Vhtkt  hots  oc^^urred,  my  lords,  in  France,  is  a  fredi  | 
of  the  unchangeable  character  of  the  l^man  Catholic  idhj 
gion,  and  that  character  L  contend  ought  to  be  a  jvsti 
ject  of  appr^fhension  with  a  British  legiHlature^  and  ^  < 
ence  proves  the  danger  of  passing  this  bill.     Such  ui 
nature  of  the  Koman  Catholic  rcti^on,  that  it  tBoUNi  i 
how  long  an  cpposing  force  remains  in  action  upon  iQl 
move  the  force,  and  the  evil  exists  as  before.     Ukt( 
story  of  the  jar  in  an  oiieutal  tale; — when  Ibecotct^ 
tak[*n  ofTj  a  colnmn  of  smoke  issued  fortJi,  arxl  an  imr 
giant  gradually  arose,  until  hjs  hand  reached  tlie  ^kid* ' 
as  (he  Roman  Catholic  religion  would  do,  i\m  momter^ 
no  sooner  set  ircc  from  restraint,  than  he  inflicted  fsini 
misery  all  aiound  him- 

According  to  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  my  1 
a  Roman  Catholic  might  command  the  fleet  or  U»J 
lie  might  be  a  member  of  the  House  of  Common^  t 
might  sit  ID  your  lordships*  Hou»e;  benight  be  one  i 
Majesty's  privy  connselloi^,  or  even  a  ealnn<'t  nia 
Your  lordships  should  consider  what  serious  consequei 
might  arise  from  such  a  meanire  a»  this.  By  the  iol 
tation  of  the  Comtitntion  Ibe  King  can  do  no  wrong;  < 
thai  pnnoptc  certainly  aeems  to  rcciuire  thai  no  Uoatnl 
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holic  shouJcl  be  placed  in  st  situation  in  wbicb  hit  influence 

tt  be  evened  agtutut  ilte  libcrtiei  or  the  religion  of  tlie 
tTT.  Should  tbU  bill  pL<«,  (he  Kinj;  mu^  still  by  law 
iL*u  Pmtcst^uit;  but  bemi^ht  bnvi-  UoiiiAriCathohcadviscn. 
^f  the  system  b  to  be  IkbandoDed  by  wbicb  tbe  country  hu 
Ulhcrto  been  governed;  would  it  not  Ik>  bc'tt<^r  U>  allow  tha 
KiDg  to  be  a  RoiDan  Oabolic  and  requite  bi»  adviitcrs  to  bo 
[Votcttantsf 

It  appears  to  roe,  my  lords  that  tbose  vrbo  support  the 
piTseni  bitl  winb  to  attardoii  the  grenter  vecuHty  of  tlic 
Const itutioti,  and  to  retain  tbe  lesn.  Aligbt  not  tho  advisers 
of  the  Cfown,  if  Itoiniin  Cudioiicn,  w^crnly  iin<lrrnune  the 
Eibsbcd  Cburcb!  Itgman  Cutholic!*,  iin.%  it  is  triiei  ex* 
from  educating  youth  in  tbe  Uiiircr«ity ;  but  I  aoe  no 
mon  in  tbe  bill  tvhich  ex<fn€i€S  them  /rom  ^i»g  tutors 
/tcir-itppa*tHi  or  the  hvir  pretumptm  of  thf  Crouiv. 
en  the  advinent  of  the  Crown  might  be  Uoman  CatholicSi 
[if  the  bcir  to  the  tbroiic  might  hv  iMlucutcd  by  Koinaa 
liolics,  1  will  put  it  to  your  lordships  to  say  upon  wlut 
:  {ground  the  5ucee««ian  to  the  throne  had  Ix^oii  nitcred. 
^Dic  iv:>bl<'  lord  anucipudnl  »;cnou^  eom<H|uenccs  in  Ireland 
fnini  ibu  mcjtsurc-  The  Rvnun  Catliohc  cannot  be  Lord 
cutenant  of  Ireland,  but  be  inij^ht  be  Chief  Secretary.  It 
\  buiiiiras  of  tbe  Chief  Svcrolary  for  Ireland  to  bhng 
subjo<!ts  under  the  consideration  of  tbe  Lord  Lieule- 
ll  the  lloman  Calliolic  inteicht  continues  to  increase 
^rtfauKt, — (as  1  have  no  doubt  it  would) — 1  do  not  see 
fifc  arc  not  to  expect  thai  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
L  vould  be  influeaced  by  tbe  wishes  of  the  Komaii  Catbo- 
||;.«ml  tbe  conM^^uencc  of  tbii  would  he^  that  we  can  hare 
incc  that  lu^ji^iire^  would  nut  )»e adopted  favourable 
,  atul  uiifavourdhlc  to  the  rrotcslaniv^  hut  the  ex[>ec* 
that  tbe  Lord  Lieutenant  wouhi  set  himself  firmly 
;  cvei^thing  that  came  fi-om  hit;  conlidential  adviser. 
1  cmnot  Intt  Utnent,  my  lord^^  ibe  diflerence  of  djhrioii 
I  cxii^t»  on  tJiia  i»i]M>rtant  subject  in  lii«  >lajesty'a  coua- 
Somc  men  may  praise  that  diAerencc  of  i^pintoti;  I,  on 
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in  that  country  and  its  property  seixed  darbg  the 
lion*     Something  bad  been  done  for  ihe  olergr  by  ' 
gov^^rnment ;  hut  tbi?  present  King  had  gone  further  i 
fitontd  Church  property-     The  effects  of  the  i^ncouraA 
given  them  vrere  soon  mnnite<to<l    by  iho  mfta^ncc  ' 
quired*     AVhtrn  the  clergy  fihon^cd  ihemsett^s,  after  I 
Dtoration  of  the  Kmg,  they  were  treated  with  the  i 
contempt.     It  wftK  not  possible  for  the  pne«tii  to  wa 
streets  without  being  insidted;  but,  by  persevonuMe  i 
tifice,  they  gradually  gauied  an  ascendinoy  over 
l^ocod  bo  iuperstitkin.     The  pro^'reas  they  have 
toniihingi     Their  zeal  Jins  chiefly  been  exercified  ia 
curing  the  restoration  of  national  property,  and 
lovreiy  from  tlie  original  purch^serH,  but  Drom  third 
into  whose  handB  it  had  paitved. 

AVhnt  has  occurred,  my  lords,  in  France,  ia  a  AmIi] 
of  the  unchangeable  oharactor  of  the  Komon  Catbo 
gion,  and  that  character  1  contend  ought  to  be  n  ja 
ject  of  apprehension  with  a  British  legulaturCf  and  iti4 
ciwc  proven  the  danger  of  passing  thia  bill.     Saoh  i 
nature  of  tlto  Roman  Catholic  reU^on,  that  it 
how  long  an  opposing  force  rcuiAinj  in  nction  ii|>oa 
oiovo  the  force,  and  the  evi]  exists  dj   before. 
«tory  of  the  jar  in  an  orieuta]  talc; — when  the  covt 
taken  olT,  a  column  of  smohe  issued  forth,  and  an  impii 
giADt  graduitny  arose,  until  his  hand  nMiohed  the  Mc 
as  the  Roman  Cutliolie  religion  would  do,  this 
no  sooner  set  free  from  reetraint,  tbon  he  inAtcled 
misery  all  areuiul  him. 

According  to  the  hill  now  under  conaidcrjition,  my! 
a  Roman  Catholic  might  cotmnand  the  fleet  or  ibef 
He  might  be  a  member  of  the  Hoa»o  of  Conunon^j 
might  m  in  your  lordfihipn'  Tlomc}  he  might  be  onei 
Majesty  t  privy  counsellors,  or  even  a  cabinet 
Your  brdshipA  should  eomider  what  serious  cor 
might  anse  from  such  u  mcaanrc  as  this.  By  ihc  ioti 
Ution  of  the  Constitution  the  King  can  do  no  wrond 
that  principk  certainly  «enm  to  require  that  no  Rowa 
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loUc  should  be  phced  in  a  sinrntton  in  vKich  his  influence 
tight  be  oxcrtfxl  ag&inft  ihe  Liberties  or  the  religion  of  the 
Duntry-  Sbould  this  bill  p«s5,  tbe  KingmmtsdU  bylaw 
B'aProteiiUfir;  but  he  might  harr  nomtuiCathoUcidrisers, 
r  tJie  ftyttcm  if  to  be  iihandcned  by  which  the  country  hjis 

8firto  bi'eii  ^oveitiodt  would  it  not  be  U^ter  io  allow  tlio 
^  to  be  a  Homan  CatfaoUc  and  require  bis  advisers  to  be 
tCStEUltSf 

It  appeiim  to  me,  my  lord«,  that  lho«e  who  support  tlic 
Hment  bdl  ni^h  to  nbamlon  the  greater  security  of  the 
^btitution,  and  u>  retstn  tlie  li-ss.  Mjgbt  not  tbc  adviftets 
!^1ie  CrowTi»  if  Homan  Catholics,  secretly  nndcffiiitic  Cbo 
[C«tab&9hcd  CbujTb^  itoiuan  Cfttholics:,  are,  il  is  true,  ex- 
dcided  from  educating  >^mU  in  the  University;  but  I  see  no 
prot'i.4i<>ti  in  the  bill  which  fscMet  i/tem  from  b^ng  Mors 
iff  kcir-Qp^tatt  or  the  heir  prcstunptirc  qf  the  Vrofcu^ 
,  the  advison  of  tlic  Crown  might  be  Roman  Catholics, 
|jf  the  Iicir  to  the  throne  mi^ht  be  edncated  by  Roman 
holies.  I  will  put  it  to  your  lord^hip.^  to  nay  upon  what 
tiat  ground  the  socccasion  to  ihe  throne  had  been  altered. 
The  noble  iord  aniicipaled  i^rious  consequences  in  Ireland 

Kihu  measure-     The  Koman  Catholic  cannot  be  Loid 
ienotit  of  Iretindt  but  he  might  be  Chief  Secretary.     It 
!  bu»ijic!«a  of  the  Chief  Secretary  fur  Ireland  to  bring 
subjects  under  tlio  consideration  of  the  LotxI  Licut^ 
If  the  Homan  Catholic  interest  continues  to  increase 
1, — (OS  1  have  no  doubt  it  would) — I  do  not  sco 
|we  are  not  to  exjwct  that  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
\  would  be  iiiHuencod  by  the  winhe^  of  th(s  Roman  Catho- 
|jind  the  €on£C<|iicncc  of  Eliis  wonUi  bci  that  we  can  have 
trance  that  measures  would  not  be  adopted  favourable 
beotf  and  unfavourable  to  the  Protestants,  but  the  exj)ec- 
that  the  Lord  lieutenant  would  act  liimsclf  finiily 
>t  CTcrything  tJiat  canie  from  hU  confidential  odmer. 
I^annot  bui  lameoti  my  lord:*,  tlie  diTurencc  of  opinion 
\  exists  on  this  impoj  Hint  subject  in  his  Majesty's  coua- 
5oii»e  men  may  praise  that  diflereneo  of  opinion;  1,  on 


>nteaipt.    It  was  not  possible  Tot  die~pri^ls 
"streets  trithout  being  insulted;  but,  by  persere 
tifice,  they  gradually  gained  an  Mcdulancy  over 
poftcd  to  superstition-     The  progress  tlicy  have 
toiii^hin;;-    TUcir  7eal  has  chiefly  been  exercisei 
curing  the  restoration  of  iiatioimi  jjroperty.  And  Ul 
merely  from  the  originnl  purchasers,  but  from  third 
ittlo  whose  hands  it  had  passed> 

What  has  occurredi  my  lords  >^  France,  U  a  frcd 
of  the  unchangeable  character  of  the  Roman  Citholi 
g^on,  and  that  character  1  contend  ought  to  be  a  ^ 
ject  of  apprehenEion  with  a  Driti&h  legiHlattirc,  and  its 
€Dce  proves  the  danger  cif  pns»fing  this  bilL  Such 
nature  of  the  Roman  CathoUc  I'cligion,  that  it  Bisttti 
how  long  an  upposing  foice  remains  in  action  upoo 
move  the  force,  and  the  evil  exists  afi  before.  lA 
story  of  the  jar  in  an  oriental  tale; — when  llic  co*i 
taken  off,  a  column  of  smoke  issued  forth,  and  an  imp! 
giant  gradually  arose,  until  his  hand  reached  the  skio 
».<f  th(>  Roman  Catholic  religion  would  do,  this  moist 
no  sooner  set  free  from  restraijil,  than  he  loflictod  pa 
misery  nil  around  hion. 

According  to  the  bill  now  under  connderatioxi,  my 
a  Roman  Catholic  might  command  the  fleet  or  Ihc 
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I  shook]  be  [^oed  in  a  situation  in  vliich  his  influence 
^t  be  cxcninl  AgainBt  llio  lib»rUe9  or  the  religion  of  Uie 
l^try.  Should  this  bill  pass,  the  Kuig  munt  stilj  by  Iaw 
Hp  rut  entail  t ;  but  he  might  haTc  Kouun  Catbo)i«  odvtj^r^, 
^■e  syfiem  ix  tg  be  libftndoficd  by  vhicb  the  countrf  has 
Berto  btx^ti  govi'riMil;  would  it  not  he  botttT  to  allow  the 
to  be  a  Itoinon  Catholic  and  rf<juirc  bis  advisen  to  be 
vatantaf^ 
uppean  to  me,  my  lonh,  iTmt  those  who  support  the 
nc  hill  vtiAi  to  aljandoit  the  greater  f^cumy  of  the 
jUCudoit,  aikl  to  retain  Lho  less.  Might  not  the  advLfter« 
lie  Cro\Tn,  ir  Uodtaji  C-atholics,  secretly  urulenniEic  (he 
blUbed  Churclil  Roman  Catholics,  are,  it  is  true,  cx- 
ftotn  educjuJDg  youtli  in  the  Univeniiy ;  but  I  9ce  no 
sion  ill  llj(r  hill  wjuoh  f^jceituffs  them  from  bcirtg  fulon 
tc  fteir-tippartnt  or  the  hnr  prttNm/jtir^  <^  t^f  Vrowtt, 
I  the  adf  iicrs  of  the  Crown  might  be  Ilonun  Caihollca, 
Tif  (he  heir  lo  the  throne  Riigbt  be  educated  by  Uomaa 
)^oLic^  1  will  |)Ut  ii  to  your  lord^liipn  to  Muy  upon  what 
in  grmind  thi^  succession  to  the  throne  lind  been  altered. 

The  noble  lord  anticipated  gerious  consec|ucnces  in  Ireland 
■U  this  measure.  The  Koinan  Catholic  cannot  be  Lord 
Blatant  of  Ireland,  but  he  i»i|{ht  be  Chief  Secretary.  It 
TOe  buxrnrss  of  the  Chief  i*ecretary  for  Irebnd  (o  bring 
.subjects  under  thr  comidcr^iLion  of  the  Lord  lacutc- 
If  the  iWman  Catholic  interest  continues  to  increase 
ebnd, — (as  1  have  no  doubt  it  vouldj — I  do  Dot  see 
re  me  uot  to  expect  that  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire* 
rould  be  influenced  by  tlio  wishes  of  the  Roman  Cacbo- 
^atid  Uic  conticcpicncc  of  this  would  be^  that  we  can  have 
raoce  tbac  measures  ^-ould  not  be  adopted  fnvouriblc 
a,  and  unfavourable  to  the  rrotestants,  hut  thcexpec- 
tbat  the  Lord  Lieuteiiant  vould  Eet  himiielf  firmly 
(oilMt  everything  thst  came  frotp  Ids  conlldendal  mlviscr. 
i^cannct  but  lamcntt  my  lords,  the  diflercnce  of  opinion 
exists  on  this  important  subject  in  his  31  ojesty  s  coun- 
Some  itien  may  praise  tbat  diflerence  of  opinion;  I,  oii 
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in  tbat  country  and  m  property  seized  during  the  Bevo 
tton.  Sometbii^  had  Iwt^n  done  for  the  clergy  by  th«  liBt 
govcmnwnt;  but  the  present  King  hud  gon<;  further  luid  rt 
stored  ChuKli  ]>nipert>\  The  efiects  of  the  cncouragetBCri 
given  them  vere  soon  tnanif»ted  by  the  influence  tJiey  ao 
qtiiivd.  When  the  clergy  showed  iheinselvest  after  the  i^ 
fltoration  of  tJic  King,  they  were  trcjiied  wMi  tlie , 
contempt.  It  ytAB  not  possible  for  the  priests  to  walk 
streets  without  being  hisulted;  but,  by  persercraoce  andj 
tihee,  they  groduaUy  gained  an  ascettdancy  over  mlndv  i 
posed  to  superstition.  The  progreaat  they  have  made  isa» 
tonishing.  Their  zeal  has  ebicfly  been  cxercisc^l  in  pnw 
curing  the  restoration  of  national  property,  aiid  (hat  not 
merely  from  tlie  original  purchasers,  but  from  Uiu4  paito 
into  whose  hands  it  hud  passed. 

AVhiit  has  occurreij,  my  lords,  in  France,  is  a  frefth  pr 
of  the  unchangeable  churncter  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
gion,  and  that  clmracter  1  contend  oui^ht  to  be  a  ju^t  t 
ject  of  apprehension  witli  a  bntUh  legislature,  and  its  et 
ciicc  proves  the  danger  of  passing  thi^  bill.  Such  k 
nature  of  the  Komun  Catholic  i^ebgion,  that  ic  matters  not 
how  long  an  opposing  force  remains  in  action  upon  it;  re- 
move the  forccj  and  the  cril  esists  as  before.  Lie  the, 
Btory  of  the  jar  in  an  oriental  laloj — when  the  cover 
tbken  off,  a  column  of  smoke  issued  forth,  and  jtn  impris 
giant  gradually  arose,  until  his  hand  reached  the  skies; 
as  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  would  do,  this  inon^cn 
no  sooner  set  free  from  reatrajnt,  than  lie  inlUcled  pain  • 
misery  all  around  him. 

According  to  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  \t\y  lufih 
n  Kotuan  Cetbolic  might  coranuind  the  fleet  or  the  anqr. 
He  might  be  a  member  of  the  House  of  Conmions,  or  toj 
might  »it  in  your  lordships'  Houses  he  miglH  be  one  of  I 
Majesty's  privy  cuunAcnon,  or  even  a  cabinet 
Your  brcbhips  ehotitd  consider  what  icriou*  consequ 
might  arise  from  sucli  a  measure  as  this.  By  the  inter 
tation  of  the  Censiitntton  the  King  am  do  no  wrong; 
that  prniciplc  ccruiinly  seecos  to  require  that  no  Ronun  < 
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hoEcshooU  beplAttd  ioaaoMioeinvUcliUi 
i^bt  be  ex«ncd  agdrnt  the  Gfeenki  m  the  i 
oiintTT.    Sboold  lUt  bffl  pui«  tW  : 
CA  I'roicstual;  bnlbeaiffailnT 

f  the  spxem  is  to  be  thiirfaaiiii  bj  vhidi  tbe  coobuj  has 
iihcTto  been  govcncdt  «o«U  ii  >ot  be  better  to  aOow  the 
king  to  be  A  RoBsn  CitboBc  >od  ivs*^*^  ^  MiriicrB  to  be 
hrototaottf 
It  tppeen  to  me,  07  lordit  ihii  tboee  who  mffon  the 
resent  faOl  viih  to  ehMloD  the  gimer  aceority  of  the 
:onst>LutuMi,  uaJ  to  retsin  the  fev.  Might  aei  the  advisers 
f  ttw  Cfvmxt^if  Kean  Cthotc^Matdj  — '**™^*f  the 
UtAblisliGd  Chorcbt  Roa^  Ceifaoici^  uc^  it  m  true,  ex-» 
luded  from  etinei^g  jrovdi  in  the  Umrrrmj;  bat  I  m«  no 
mnsioii  is  the  biO  vhkh  ertJadeg  ihem  fivm  knmg  Morv 
f  ike  irir  gfy fewf  «r  lAe  Anr  |menvBp6flV  ^  lAe  Oomt. 
tbcQ  tbe  tdvtacn  of  the  CrvvK  Might  be  Romui  CMbofio^ 
iidiflbebnr  totbe  throee  nght  becdocaied  byKtman 
^iboKcjL,  I  itf  p«  it  to  joor  lordsfe^  lo  tMj  apoa  what 
li«t  groQod  the  roccurion  to  the  tbrooc  had  been  akemL 
Tbetttyehwdinlif'niHiiM'rMiMrnMHinfarninlietmd 
om  tbii  BCMare.  The  Ranoi  Ciihifa  canoM  he  Lord 
jietiletaBt  of  lieluiil,  but  be  night  be  Chief  Secieuij.  Il 
the  bfubew  of  tbe  Chief  Sccretarf  far  Ircfttfid  to  brfag 
BO*t  Kubfccts  tmdcT  the  oomdcrstkn  of  the  Lotd  lieaie- 
IftbeRonsa  Catholic  ioteRateootiMei  u>  incrense 
Irriuid,— <u  1  hMMe  no  doobt  it  voaI<l>— I  do  Dot  see 
rb;  we  are  not  to  e^ect  that  the  Cbkf  t>ecreui;  for  XiC' 
iiid  wuuUbcinflDCBotdbjrihewtiheftof  the  KonoCuho- 
and  tbeoooaaqocBoeof  tbk  woald  be,  that  w«  can  hare 
asiorAnce  that  nemties  vouid  not  be  adopted  CiTotnble 
then,  and  nfrromUe  Lo  the  ProccstaBis,  bcntheexpec- 
tbat  the  Lord  liemenam  would  ttt  hintsetf  fimlj 
gaimt  ertxytUag  that  caae  frocn  bis  confidential  adTha"* 
i  caoaot  hot  kaciiti  my  lord*,  the  difference  of  opokn 
phicb  exists  on  ebb  isportaiit  sabject  tn  bia  Majestj  »  cwn- 
iU.    SoBie  tnensij?  praise  that  diffcFTOce  of  opiaioo ;  ^  on 
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the  coDtrary,  feel  that  on  greH  qucslions  of  Slate  &  uiuty  cd 
seotiment  give^i  vigour  to  public  councils^  whilst  the  w«n( 
it  pdTftlTws  the  energies  of  those  who  preside  over 
But  it  U  wdf  tliat  the  idHuoiktc  of  RoraBTi  CathoUct 
not  be  ootisiderable--l  contend,  that  they  vrill  have  power 
the  olher  Hoase  of  Parliament,  while  in  chia  lloii<ie,  In 
tioTi  to  the  Rotnim  Cntholio  Pcar:<,  whu  u'ill  iitimedtai 
come  in,  a  number  ofJioman  Catholic  Peers  mif^fU  /m* 
by  a  Roman  Cathode  mirtUter.     The  Rom&n  Cacholic  pii 
voald  have  considerable  power;    and   any  party  aclirig 
Pvliuncnt  wiUi  energy  an<l  peneverance  roust  ultima 
oblam  sacccfis,     fn  such  n  state  of  things,  what  I  will 
would  pievent  ttic  Roman  Catholics  from  uniting  wltli 
Obaeotcfs  to  oppose  the  Church  BstabUshmont  to  which 
both  fmrties  are  equally  hostile  ?     Besides  these  direet  a4|H 
inevitjible  eonsequences  from  passing  tliis  measure,  there  vf 
the  natural  though  not  imiacdiatc  eon:M?quencc  of  its  crcnti^ 
an  indiElcrcncc  amongst  Protestants  to  tbat  TStatc,  nhich  no 
longer  extend?  to  them  and  to  their  I^tahiishmc&litsfi 
and  complete  protection^ 

It  ii  said,  my  lords,  tlmt  thi^  measure  will  secure  the  S 
a  real  union  of  support  from  the  people  of  Irelaiid, 
obtain  such  a  union  is  my  most  earnest  wisli ;  hot  it  is  uot 
alone  a  union  with  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  1  deui 
are  there  not  aho  the  feelings  of  the  Protest«mts  of  tl 
country  to  be  considered?     I  know  that  some  of  the 
yield  with  nu»t;tken  liberality  their  real  sentimenta  ujwn 
question,  and  overlook  the  historical  incidents  of  their  coi 
try,  whieli  arc  but  too  well  calculated  to  excite  apprehension, 
Tbeycamotforgcttbeproceedingsinlrclandjin  ItiK*.  w, 
James  il.  gave  a  temporary  iriuniph  to  the  Roman  Catbol 
religion;   they  cannot  forget  the  barbarity  with  whicli  tl 
Proteitants  were  then  persecuted  and  surrendered  to  mt 
bridled  and  lioentiotis   soldiery.     The  Prf>ti**tjint  chai 
were  then  seized  upofi,  and  every  uwult  heaped  upon 
profenora  of  the  Protestant  n^igion,  and,  when  Jattiea  htn>* 
•elf  manifested  some  desire  to  secure  to  the  Piotestanta  thotf 
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>nB  whidi  he  promised  they  tliouUJ  v^tjoy,  itic  notnjin 
OcitholicM  fefust^il  to  obey  bb  orUur  to  a*«torc  what  the  PrcH 
U-MunU  luwl  bcwi  despoiled  of.  dt-nmi  his  authority  in  spirt* 
tttai  MatterSf  ami  d^cUned  thai  upon  utch  iheif  owtd  aUe^ 
to  Me  Sre  of  Rome.  They  also,  al  thai  time,  ilccltrcd 
relaod  inde|)ef]<Ieiic  of  £ng]afid  in  licr  govcrnnienl,  ThAt 
ys^AA  die  ((>l«:rnlion  cxlctidL<4l  by  Rom^n  CuUiglics  to  the  IVo- 
'U»i£inls  uf  Ireland  Jn  ibc  reign  of  James.  For  th«  sakci  then, 
of  tbo  Prute&caiits,  I  protest  a^'alnsc  cbia  bill.  To  cite  secu* 
ritivE  it  provides  I  alikt'  object;  tbey  tend  to  remedy  no 
anomuly,  to  recouclle  no  subabting  dtOictdiy. 

My  Jurdv,  England  has  long  otiji>ycd  tbc  bciiellt  of  hd 
pre^-nt  form  of  law*,     DnrJng  their  operation  she  has  coade  a 
rapid  progri^ss  in  aJl  the  arts  of  clvilUed  til^:  her  arim  have 
^ibed  ber  the  bjgbe^t  renown;  and  her  CoidtUuiiou  has 
been  the  fiJniimiion  ot  the  Proteslniu  and  Romnn  Catholic, 
il  MX'urea^  to  all  the  fullest  enjoyment  of  tol<mttton  tuid  pcr- 
sntuil  pTotcction.     We  ought  never  to  forget  the  fact,  that 
with  tile   exi-itiii^  form  of  goTcrnniVut  is  inseparably  inter* 
woven  the  Protestant  Cburcb;  the  one  cannot  be  affect^ 
kwithout  the  other.    Tyranny  is  ibe  great  cfaaractcrbtic  of 
Han  tmlimiied  monarchy ;  caprice  and  ttncertaioty  of  a  repLib- 
Bllc;   and  with  the  Kame  tmernng  certainly  can  we  trace  in 
~(be  principles  of  Romiin  Catholics  a  predilection  for  arbi- 
trary power,— in  those  of  Presbyterians  a  democratlca)  ten* 
dency ;  wbiie  in  the  Protestant  Govenimeot  of  thii  country 
Htbe  great  diatlngultibing  feature  has  ever  been  a  prjictical 
BdemonitirAtion  of  ail  the  principles  of  national  bberty,  of 
Bjustice,  of  order,  of  equal  Uks,  and  steitdy  moderation.    Is 
■^ihc  glorious  bulwark  which  exhibits  such  a  ^pt^taclc  to  an 
^admiring   worhl,  and  wliich  i>ur  ancestors  cemented  witli 
Hxlieir  blood,  to  be  now  remodelled  I     Is  tbis  to  be  done,  too, 
■at  the  moTDent  when  the  Church  Eiitablisbment  is  assailed 
^by  open  foes,  and  undermined  by  secret  oim^?     Is  this  the 
moment  selected  for  exposing  this  Church  to  the  desertion 
of  its  natioqml  and  natural  support,  and  with  it  to  the  sacriiice 
of  all   tho^e   pure  nnil  ^talutjtry  enjoyments  whkb  are  now 
dispensed  uiHler  its  sacred  inflttcnee  and  beneficial  prot«c* 
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tioDi    For  tticsc  reasons,  my  lordsj  I  am  botind  to  give  the_ 
bill  my  decided  oppositioDp 

The  Aincndmcnt  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  39, 
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mCHT  HONOl'llABLE  SIR  GEOAGE  HILL. 


WhciiiiCoinmicteeonUie  RommCatlioIU  Pvtitlou  wa^ 

III  tVie  HotucorComniOEia,  !Mny  14,  160^,  i}it?  Iti^ht  llunonnUilr 
Sm  GtonnK  l!ut  UclivL-rctl  hia  Coiistiuiuooal  Aaiiiiuctita  on_i)iu 
aubjcct,  JJQ  the  following  decisive  •trnin. 

StR. — I  sball  not  now  further  trespass  on  the  patience  oft 
Houitc,  titan  to  contradict  aonn:  unfoundoil  Ai)ticrti<»i3  1 
byt1iclt4>oourable  Di9ver(F<ix,)and  u  dUlmguiKhud  £iip|M>r 
of  i\6a  podtioii  (Mr-  Graltun);  butfira^  I  inu«t  pronatm:^, 
that  tluft  question  has  been  brought  fori^iir^l  at  tbis  tinw  \ 
obtam  iburcby  the  weight  and  sjpport  of  the  iutlueucoj 
tbo  Rom<ui  Cittholic  body  to  serve  party  purposes* 
mevor  of  this  petition  ktiowtt  full  « vU  t)i«t  ob&tuclcs 
■nountaMe  stJuid  in  the  way  of  Ua  succcees;  that  the  nuniib 
(Mr.  Pitt)  after  consulting  the  highest  Authorities,  mai 
judgment  of  the  mott  experienced  men  around  htm»  dec 
it  expedient  to  decline  bringing  it  for>«aj-d  himself,  and  j 
vi^cd  tliat  it  «bould  not  now  bo  oflfcrcd  (o  PariiAmcnt.  Tb» 
leading  and  b(.^t'di^poncd  Renmn  Catbohc9  arc  bcU(-<icd| 
have  held  th-:^  i^uie  sentimenU  as  to  the  propriety  of  witl 
lliolding  their  claiiDd  for  the  present  ^  but  I  charge  thntoppo- 
sitioD,  aided  by  the  democratic  part  ef  the  Honuui  Caihela's 
for  having  ovvrruled  this  dctcmtiraiionj  and  forced  fo 
tbiJi  di«cU9Moti. 
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loiwurable  mo^-cr  of  the  pctiiion,  Sir,  ami  his  friends 
unpeHed  hy  the  hope  of  thereby  dbcliargiiig  ihcmsclvcs 
from  An  ol)li^ation  to  the  Roman  Caiholics  and  of  fixing 
aj^atnat  the  riinister  the  forfeiture  of  an  alleged  plecl^o  ho 
h^d  given  to  that  body;  from  this,  hovrever,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  has  been  exculpated.  I  have  myself, 
bd'H  consiaiitly  in  the  habit  (I  speak  \i  with  due  huniUicy) 
of  giving  him  for  many  years  my  best  pohtical  support;  but 
I  camiot,  on  the  present  occasion,  consider  him  altogether 
bkmcleBs;  feeling;  as  I  do  that  no  individual  possessed  of 
great  authorily  both  from  his  character  and  situation,  ought 
to  announce  hU  opinion  nitd  his  deitire  to  muke  auch  an  in- 
novation in  the  Constitution,  without  in  some  degr^-c  giving 
the  Protestants  a  detail  of  tbofie  guards  and  securities  (which 
he  alludes  to  merely  in  genera)  terms)  for  iheir  liberties  and 
for  their  o«tatc«. 

Previoiii:,  Sir,  to  the  possibility  of  admitting  Roman  Catho- 
lics to  sic  and  vole  in  Porliamcnt  with  safety  to  the  Comti- 
tutjon,  there  are  many  alterations  which  their  church  and 
people  ought  to  admit.     I  shall  not  now  detail  them,  liecausc 

■  1  should  stilt  have  my  doubts ;  but  ji;uro  1  am,  the  Homun 

■  Catholics  ibcmsclvcs  ought— (if  they  are  anxious  to  be  bc- 
ftlieveit  sinci^re  in  their  professions)— to  make  every  change 

in  their  church  government  ami  discipline  which  Protestant 
^  ficcutity  requires,  and  which  the  essentials  of  HoEixan  Ca- 
f  tholic  faith  will  penott:  such  refonn  would  afford  more  .sub- 
stantial security  than  reiterated  promUcsj  and  professionSt 
Pand  tests. 
There  i?,  Sir,  one  prelimmary  indis|)ensuble;   J  mean  a 
stiJItcient  c^tabliMlnnent,  or  fund,  from  whence  to  pay  their 
clergy-    The   Irish  Parliament  has  given  them  a  seminary 
for  the  education  of  their  candidati^  clergy,  has  endowed  it 
muniticently,  induced  to  do  so  from  the  policy  of  placing 
over  the  i^oriint  lower  orders  in   Ireland,  a  well-educated 
enlightened  set  of  men.    Having  done  so,  it  appears  to  me 
^m  neeessary  consequence,  that  a  provision  should  be  made 
Tor  that  clergj-  by  the  Stite,  than  that  ihcy  sbouW  be  left 
lependent  on  u  savage  multitude  tor  their  means  of  life,  and 
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tA  lo  the  necesaty  of  flattering  UkC  |>ro|>ensUi^«  atul 
of  that  BniltitiKlc,  ami  coruuvbig  ftt,  if  not  encoii* 
n^a^  ihcix  crunc*.  Voti  muat,  thcrcrorc,  Ln  order  to  rescue 
Iben  ftum  Auch  n  tbtnldomr  nnd  render  them  dthcr  gcod  or 
»fc  nwmbtfm  uf  tlic  comiuutuc>>  give  thnti  a  inudcraie  indc 
|)cndciicc,  ittnl  ]»Wc  them  abovr  .nuch  nccc^«iity-  I  ttbail 
nov,  Sir,  content  my&clf  nith  noticing,  as  I  proposed,  tome 
BilaUiteincntjt,  »nd  di^iiruTm^  theju  on\y  &t  UiU  Uto  bouri  by 
couixadicting  tlwttt  vrithuut  much  detaU. 

The  lionourablc  moxcr  (Fox)  alleged  that  tlic  it-rcciom 
munitiTs  of  the  ProR'stants  of  Ireland  towaidit  the  Ronw 
CatUoUcb  hive  ntnden-d  the  latter  dewnptk>ik  bnrbuoLis*  if 
true  Jt  u,  diiit  tbe^  arc  l>iirba:xJU7i,  or  unfit  to  enjoy  uid 
iibertjr  in  its  full  extent;  and  yei  both  l>c  «nd  one  of 
friends  (Gr^tan)  deprvcale  an>  allu^on  to  violences 
loforc  cotiiniUti^d.  So  dc»  I  ^  hut  if  such  a^scrtcoDs  uro 
truth  niubt  be  told.  Too  uuu;  proofs.  Sir,  cxUt  up  lo 
|ireM.-J:t  tiour  irf  the  ajcgresaujua  and  a^tvugv  bigotry  uf  li 
Kotnon  Catholics^  the  lustory  of  centuries  pa»t  pigiev  li 
modem  times  prove  it;  the  eventss  of  ihc  Rebellion  prove 
Wejtford  finally  and  Umonl^bJy  proveii  il.  Dr.  M 
prove*  it,  ivho  ieUn  you  of  thcJr  dultputhj  lo  Prote^lants 
Bng^hinou,  %hom  they  consider  to  be  the  .Kame;  and  llut 
the  Roman  Catholic  hody  could  at  any  tinii^  be  brou^t 
forward  lo  rebellion  by  the  agency  of  ihtrir  Pne:itiE;  whom 
the  leadera  of  lUe  Uniceil  Irishmen  knew  Uicy  could  iri 
ill  motiou  at  any  moment  when  recjtii&iic;  und  therefbiv 
WJU  that  these  leaders  Iksi  directed  their  eflbrtti  lo  omi 
tlic  Trotcstaatfi  of  the  north  of  Ireland  by  throwing  oat 
lure  of  Parjianentar^'  relbnn.  Bui  1  revolt  front  ibcse 
yioiia  as  much  us  Op|iosition,  whose  uofounded  assertiDfli 
rrodvr  tbem  itccessai')-, 

I  deny,  bir,  titterly  the  colouring  and  stueement  ct  ibr 
GACondcr  of  ihitt  motion  (GTattJin)of  the  events  anil  occur- 
rencei,  ajid  their  causey  of  the  lo^t  twenty  years,  but  mon 
cularly  a»  applicable  to  our  unfortunate  didturbtfiE*^ 

allege  tbat  the  piu^ty  ocea^onad  by  die  anomalou*  piv* 
cvMtioga  of  Parliament  in  1 78i>,  during  the  regency  gucaUtf^ 
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laid  die  ^rounilwoikof  tlic  ruiied  lrubii>eu,  of  ibe  coiiuuo- 
UoWt  tilt;  rtU-'Uiou,  4U)il  4xjii9c<|ueiil  IcgblttUt  c  Uitioii  licivrveii 
GrtfjtL  Dntoiu  and  ircljuid. 

Sir,  the  King's  recovery  und  dbcofaHULro  of  Opposition 
produced  Uio«e  uticou^Uuiioiial  appt^lit  of  the  ]joiK>ural>le 
secoodcr  and  \m  fnciids  to  tlit;  pliy^ic^  force  of  tlii^  country. 
Too  well  fur  the  pt^aioe  of  Irebuid  ditl  Ikc  instruct  tlicta  to 
reflect  and  rely  upon  tluit  fvrve,  he  atid  \u»  frkiidvv  wtth 
thU»  doctrine  in  their  luoutlis,  bid  for  and  uii>^1ed  ibe  Pfoie^ 
U»ts  of  the  uorth, — a  gallaut  ract^  t}t  men  devoted  u»  Con- 
fititudoDal  liberty — bjpromiatng  iheiu  rarllaraeiilary  refunus 
llic  saiiM;  getitletiuui  bid  for  the  rEoniau  CdtlioUo*  l>>  pro- 

Iuiising  tUvm  cmancipauou.     Aceordtngly  the  Ignited  Imh 
AssociAtJOQ  was  furmed  in  n91-S|  luid  a  lloniAii  Cjitholjo 
ooiiteiuiui^  wttit  helJ  m  Dubliu,  and  n  Prote^LuuL  cuuvenuon 
:it  Diuigatinon,  in  fLirtheiuiice  of  iheM,-  ubjcds  unDiicipaiio» 
4uul  refonn.     1  shall  not  comment  on  tliese  evciiu,  ibej 
were  cndeaToured  to  be  curbed  by  Lord  CUre'^  Contention 
I      Actr  itiadesuWf|Utnily  with  thut  view. 
■      In  1795,  Sir,  Lord  Fit2iri]|iam  came  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
"  Ireland,  and  the  mover  of  this  petition  asserts  tljut  bis  recal 
and  tlw  breach  of  promise  at  ibat  time,  produced  the  rcbtsl- 
lioiiof  1798.     In  makini^  thi^;  Jtsscrtion,  he  pronounces  oo 
hcfi  friend  (Gjmccnn)  the  most  bitter,  heart-rending  judgment, 

I  that  could  liavo  faUca  from  the  lips  of  a  fiieml;   fi^r  he 
thereby  charges  him  witli  being  the  author  of  that  rebellion. 
I  do  jwfiitively  in  proof  of  this  uniert,  ami  defy  contradiction, 
that  Lord  l'1t/wiUian)  ivas  sent  to  iretund  with  uu  hmtrtiction 
fVoni  the  Okbinct  of  Kn^land  to  keep  back  tlic  Roman  Ca< 
tlioUt:  elaiiuit,  and  further  nafiort,  that  no  autborixed  promise 
WhAs  made  to   them,     but  what  did  tlw  worthy  lecordet 
I     (Orattan)  dof     Having  Iweu  in  London  with  l^rd  Fit:fiwlU 
ft' liaiD,  to  consult  and  adviie  with  him  on  hb  future  govern- 
W  mctit  uf  Ireland,  he  preceded  bin  to  that  comury;  and  in* 
I,    ftandy  on  his  arrival,  set  every  political  engine  at  work,  every 
BeiiAnnel  of  influence  and  flattery  he  po^ejited,  to  urge  Cbr- 
Bvrard  the  Roman  C^itbolks  with  their  ebim^  from  all  partfi; 
^««nnucli  dial  shortly  atk'T  Lord  l-'il/ivilhatn  did  an-ite,  the 
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whole  iiijiicliief  w««  completed'    The  CAbtnct  kh  eliat  be  bs 
disobeyed  lh«ir  orders,  nnd  he  was  recaikd;  the  U^mm 
Cftthotics  were  not  gratifled.    The  honoitrahle  mover  3t&y 
rebellion  was  (J:e  coiijivquciice ;  if  *o,  the  Hoiisc  will  cstimaD 
ihe  obligation  of  ]ii«  fnctid  (Mr.  Grattiui)  to  him  for  hb 
^lIuKion  to  the  fact. 

After  Ibis  period.  Sir,  the  Homan  Citliolics  vere  nclThted 
by  public  address,  not  to  po«Cpo[>c  their  claims.  Enghnd 
vuft  in  cmphjittc  bingiiA^e  do£cn1i€<1  to  be  tl^^tr  enemy ;  tbkt 
she  must  be  prcii&ed  by  tbem  in  time  of  var;  tlic  Kotium 
Catholics  must  not  postpone  tbeir  daicnfl  to  a  moment  of 
peace;  tbey  mufit  be  Jistcned  to  in  a  time  of  distress  ao^^f 
prei^ure  to  England,  is  It  for  this  reJison  they  »rc  bnmgh^^l 
forward  now?  I  have  my  suspicion!;.  Hie  rebellion  of 
ntiS,  and  tlie  cnton  of  tbctvro  pArliainc-nis,  finish  the  [keriod 
on  which  the  two  honourable  friends  liave  inoiitly  dvrelu 

I  now.  Sir,  beglea^e  to  deny  their  a«M?nioiisiCj»pcctingthff 
propoittonntc  miinber  of  i'rotc^tanis  and  Romjin  Catholics; 
tliey  are  unproved,  and  made  only  for  intimidation.     I  most, 
al^  deny  tlie  Uonoumble  moveKa  doctrine  of  the  principl 
of  the  Hriiish  Con?:tihition,  as  applied  to  the  claim  of 
or  IranchiM;*     I  allege   the  jninciplc  to  be  cc|Ua]  proCefti 
to  all,  and  rights  of  jiowcr  or  Iranchise  to  qoaUfied  pcr^Mu. 
The  guards  of  this  conEtitution  in  the  exerci&^of  paver  or 
franchise,  are  tests,  or  the  posse^&ion  of  property.     I  mutt 
jtUo  notice,  -Sir,  a  very  loose  proof  he  otters  to  us,  that  Ibe 
Roman  Catholics  will  not.  if  in  power,  meddle  with  property 
tlic  gentleman  liimself  does  not  profesa  to  apprme  of  the 
of  SettloinetiE,  but  the  Komnn  Catholica  wotdd  not,  he  say 
disturb  it,  because  some  of  them  have  Intcty  acciuired 
perty  secured  by  it.     At  best  this  U  no  more  (ban  an  ap; 
to  tbour  torU'^ir;mce,  and  quantuai  of  tntcrefit  iti  it- 

t  shall  now,  lastly,  Sir,  make  an  observation  on  the  pra- 
perty  in  Ireland.  It  exceeds,  1  am  confident,  in  the  haiKU 
of  the  Protestants  that  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Koma^H 
Catholics,  by  a  proportion  wliieh  far  outatrips  tbe  popuUtio^^f 
of  the  latter  In-yimd  tbe  funntr,  I  dare  say  that  it  is  mnr^" 
tbau  as  twenty  to  one :  lor  thi^  we  have  an  undoubted  rij*ht 
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to  have  sufiicirnt  security,  [n  five  or  nx  nortbcm  Irish 
counties^  there  is  not  one  Bonun  Catholic  gcntlctnan  quali- 
fied from  estate  to  be  a  member  of  i'arliatnent,  or  indeed 
that  yoEi  ever  meet  in  «odety ;  nnil  this  not  firom  any  severity 
of  exohiKion,  hut  really  tlmt  they  do  not  cxi«t  iimongst  ua, 
I r  then  Koman  Catholics  ^vcre  eligible  to  Parliament,  and 
that  Ihe  lovrer  orders  ihere  ai-e,  as  AlteiEfcti,  three  to  ooej  wc 
fihouJd  either  be  represented  by  strangers  or  by  unlettered 
boon;  for  mmt  unf^nei^tionably  if  the  freeholders  were  Ko-^ 
man  Catholics,  ihc  iVienta  would  carry  thum  tor  the  Roman 
Catholic  candidate. 

I'ropert)'  is  the  criterion  of  potittcal  i>oirer  more  ttian  the 
physical  force  of  the  ^eU'-willed  multitude.  The  Protectants 
possess  thi.s  superiority,  and  love  the  conMtUutioiial  liberty 
which  accompanies  It:  they  have  defended  and  fouj*ht  for 
both  in  ICSH  and  ITUS.  I  deny  that  the  rebellion  of  IVM 
vras  put  down  by  other  means  than  the  i'roteslant  e?certions 
of  Ireland ;  it  was  overcome  and  re<luced  before  otie  KngHsh 
militia  regiment  landed  in  that  country.  1  foci  at  the  same 
time,  every  gratitude  for  the  jceal  and  succour  intended  by 
that  force;  anfl  if  ever  «o  direful  a  tiecctsity  should  occur 
ngaic),  from  eithi^r  invasion  or  rebellion,  1  IruAt  to  the  muUtal 
support  of  the  army  and  volunteers  of  both  countries,  and, 
tn  despite  o^all  forebodings,  have  no  doubt  of  the  result. 
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Id  the  House  of  Cottinioi»,  Mar  fllK  19?£,  wboo  iivaitinov«d  Uai 
the  House  should  rcwive  iisdf  mw  a  C<»mini«p<%  on  thr  Roiwi 
CailioUc  Bill,  SiH  TuouAa  LcTiiPttDae^  M.P.  for  Someneuhti 
(le)ivrrc<l  his  opinion  io  the  Ibllowinj^  cncrgiiic  fttraift. 

Sir.*— I  will  stntc  shortly  my  views  upon  this  qoc&tion. 
attempt  at  legislatioii  depends  upon  the  institution  of  m 
find  it  goeit  to  repeal  (bat  oath  nhich  every  roemlior 
tukcn  in  ihe  fiicc  cf  the  Houife  and  tlie  00011(17 — the  oalb 
Supremacy-  Akhough,  no  doubt,  evcTry  honourable  gcutlr- 
'Kuui  well  remembers  Jt,  I  beg  that  the  clerk  may  read  it. 
(The  cleric  irtni  the  oath  accordingly,  as  tak^n  at  thelJible,) 

If,  then,  Sir,  it  shall  turn  out  that  the  bill  before  the  llouie 
will  have  the  effect  of  violating  the  oath  which  has  bcenj 
read,  I  need  no<  say  what  u-ill  be  its  effect  oa  atl  honouii 
members  who  look  at  (hiH  subject  in  the  same  way  jig  1  do. 
There  are  two  points  of  view  from  which  tlua  4|ue«lioii  01^ 
be  contemplated.  The  first  is.  Sir,  tliat  every  member  who, 
is  returned  to  this  Hoiigc  as  a  representative  of  the  pco] 
of  £nglat>d,  enters  it  upon  the  condition,  iniphed  if  not 
pressed,  that  he  will  preserve  lite  British  Constltuiion  ■> 
Church  and  State,  as  it  has  been  hjuided  down  to  us  by  out 
fortfathers.  Thlit  condition,  according  to  my  jTpprchen: 
no  member  i^  at  libcrly  Ui  get  rid  of  The  pcrajns  by  wbofl' 
lliese  honourable  members  have  been  remnit'd  are  well  awara 
of  the  nature  aiul  effect  of  thb  oath ;  and  I  am  gind  of  the 
present  oppoi'tnmty  oT  telling  the  Hont^e,  thnt  iIiom;  penwiia 
are  neither  k>  ignorant  nor  so  careless  about  it  as  they  ha' 
been  represented  to  be,  but  are  sensibly  alive  to  the  cou; 
which  is  now  proposed  to  the  legislators  of  the  country, 

Tlie  other  view  I  take  of  die  subject,  aud  which,  Sir,  i 
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my  opinion,  is  tiut  leM  forcible,  is,  that  liy  a  direct  cnactDicill. 
tbc  House  will  rccogniJM:  the  autluinly  of  a  forci^  potcnUitc. 
The  teims  of  llie  oath  vbicJi  has  been  read  are  positirelj 
Jtgaiftsc  uny  isucli  intrvduutioti ;  ajid  yei^  bj  thti  hill,  it  iat  pro* 
posvd  to  form  a  bounl  of  Roimiii  CatholK;  hishojis,  who  ur^ 
beforehand  engaged  hy  a  aolcmn  oath  to  obey,  in  all  respc<:ts, 
the  authority  of  the  Cliurch  of  Home.  Tlii^  1  take  to  t>c 
tt  poutt  wlilch  hy  no  argumeDt  the  House  can  get  oTor. 
Arguments  may  be  used  Agittit^^t  tlii-s  willi  ^o  much  ingenuity, 
that  1  shall  I^ikI  it  ditfkidi,  p4.'rbai>s  impo^hle,  1o  auswor 
then ;  but  I  deny  xhat  any  man  can  controvert  the  fact  which 
1  here  adronce.  I  trust  that  the  Houmt  will  sc*>  iis  forcible 
cUbct,  and  not  pprMSt  in  a  course  wliich  musi  stultify  all  the 
past  experience  of  Parliament,  and  break  down  the  secuntieB 
which  have  been  wisely  provided  for  the  protection  of  tJic 
Conuitution* 

If  tlie  House  took  to  the  preamble  of  the  hill,  they  will 
5ncl  a  great  deal  about  the  permanence  an<)  inTiobibllity  of 
the  Protestant  Church.  I  inay,  perliapsj  be  told,  Sir,  that 
1  otighl  not  to  attempt  to  pull  to  pieces  the  bill ;  hut  whether 
in  the  opinion  of  others  I  ought,  or  ought  not,  still  t  Ehull  do 
iu  It  is  altogether  a  itK>i^t  viciou.'i  piece  of  legislation,  and  it 
can  never  be  passed  without  a  violation  of  thai  sulemii  en- 
gagement which  wc  have  entered  into  with  ODC  another  and 
tbc  coimtty.  There  i^  in  the  very  outset  of  this  bUI,  a  very 
curious  anomaly.  It  talks,  as  i  have  said,  of  the  preservation 
of  the  Protestant  Establishment ;  and  yet,  in  the  subfiecptont 
parts  of  it,  it  pi\)ceeda  to  provide  for  tlie  return  cf  Roman 
Catholic  members  for  Irehind.  Thia,  Ibeicfore,  ie  to  me  not 
only  an  important  point,  but  one  which  the  House  can  in 
noway  get  over.  However,  Sir,  not  to  dwell  upon  this,  I 
will  call  the  jittention  of  honourable  gentlemen  to  the  state- 
ment, tbatthedecUrations  relate  only  to  matters  of  spiritual 
and  religious  belief,  and  not  to  the  allegiance  of  hie  Alivjc^ty's 
mbjects.  The  truth  of  this  fclatcmcnt  cannot  be  proved. 
M  it  can,  why  axe  Koman  Catbohc  members  not  now  silling 
here?  Why  is  it  necessary  to  Icgi^Ute  for  ibeni  at  all?  Do 
they  not  |)roless  and  cmertiiin  (and  I  give  ihern  credit  Iw 
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the  zeal  and  aincerity  with  which  tbey  do  so)  tb^  &uth  m 
tbeBupremacyof  the  Church  of  Rome;  and  do  they  notToir 
to  continue  that  faith  to  th w  death  t  Their  allcgiaDce,  tbcD, 
11  divided.  The  alle^aoce  of  the  sabjects  of  these  ztdnn 
ought  to  be  entire^  ^nd  be  given  to  the  Sovereign  on  tk 
throne,  who  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  supreme  anthoritj  in 
all  matters^  spiritual  as  well  as  temporal. 

Upon  what  pretence*  then,  Sir^  can  Roman  Catholics  pie- 
tend  to  a  constitutional  and  undivided  allegiance  i  It  la  i 
contradiction  in  terms  to  talk  of  it;  and,  in  fact,  ia  wbd3]r 
opposed  to  the  truth.  Whac  ia  the  objection  of  the  Ronu 
Catholics  to  the  oath  of  Supremacy  ?  It  is  only  for  one  Me 
word,  to  which  they  cannot  agree.  And  does  the  oath  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  before  the  House,  (which  they  quarrel  with 
because  it  is  tightly  worded,)  obviate  this  objection?  H&te 
any  of  those  persons  whose  evidence  has  been  taken  as  coo- 
clusive  authority  in  the  committees,  been  asked  if  they  wouU 
take  this  oath?  J  believe  that  no  honourable  and  consdcD' 
tious  Roman  Catholic  could  be  found  to  take  it.  I  may,  pa- 
haps,  misunderstand  the  creed  of  the  Roman  CatholicG,  bvt 
I  believe,  nevertheless,  that  it  will  he  found  very  difficult  to 
induce  any  of  them  to  take  this  oath.  1  wish  to  know  whe- 
ther the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  would  do  so? 

I  have  read.  Sir,  through  the  evidence  of  Dr-  Doyle.  Thit 
reverend  prelate  was  asked  if  he  had  taken  an  oadi  of  obe- 
dience to  the  Pope  of  Rome ;  and  he  answered  that  he  bad, 
ile  was  then  asked  if  he  recollected  the  contents  of  that  oadi, 
and  he  answered  that  be  did  not.  It  appears  to  me  extrs* 
ordinary,  that  a  person  of  high  character  in  the  church  to 
which  he  belongs  should  not  know  this.  Dr.  Doyle  said, 
however,  he  could  get  a  copy  of  the  oath  from  the  Vicar 
Apostolic :  I  do  not  know  whether  this  oath  baa  been  seen 
by  any  member  of  the  House :  for  myself,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  find  it,  higli  or  low.  I  have,  however,  got  a  copy  of 
an  oath,  which  1  believe  is  that  taken  by  the  Roman. Catholic 
clergy,  and  which,  although  I  will  not  pledge  myself  for  its 
verbal  accuracy,  is,  I  believe,  nearly  correct.  The  persons 
making  it  swear  to  pay  entire  obedience  to  their  lord  the 
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Pope,  and  to  nsmt  him  tu  ihe  recovery  of  the  Popedom,  and 

tbc  royalties  belonging  to  it  against  aLI  m€Ji,*— to  support  bis 

autbority  to  the  utmost  of  their  povrer,— as  tar  as  in  possil>lo, 

to  make  otbev  persona  do  so^  and  to  receive  as  ooncluftivo  the 

I  decisions  of  the  lioly  canom,  und  of  tbo  council  of  Trent. 

I  Now,  8ir,  how  i«  it  posi^ibtc  thiit  persons  who  have  taken  this 

kxtath  can^  fyith  a  safe  conisck^ucc^  substitute  for  it  another, 

fvhich  in  every  vord  ai>d  sentiEiient  is  o])po»od  to  it!     It  is 

unpOBSible  to  ilo  flo  without  the  coinini-ision  of  flat  pt:rjury ;  ami 

thin  coii^uleraticn,  if  it  were  iho  only  one,  i,'*,  in  my  opinion, 

■^£0  important,  that  it  ought  to  influence  the  House  against 

H^goin^  into  the  committee. 

B  With  regard  tu  ttie  CDmniissioTi  of  Roman  Catholic  bi«hop$, 
BiSir,  i  object  to  this,  because  it  is  to  be  composed  solely  and 
wholly  of  those  persons.  In  all  the  previous  bills  of  a  similar 
'nature,  security  had  been  provided,  by  the  introduction  of 
B.Protestant  counsellors  among  these  biAhops ;  but  here  there 
is  to  be  no  control  over  them;  not  even  by  the  power  of  the 
±>overeign  himself.  Is  this  constitutional  f  Is  it  safe  or  cxpe- 
[dient  that  this  power  should  he  veMed  m  the  hands  of  lioman 
Catholic  bishops,  who.  as  i  have  proved,  have  already  tftken 
I  lui  oJitli  of  unlimited  obedience  to  the  Pope?  Is  this  like  the 
vrjsc  and  cautious  proceedings  of  our  fore^lbers,  who,  after 
Ibey  had  established  the  eivil  and  religious  freedom  of  the 
ation,  provided  a  fiuHicient  security  for  their  future  pre- 
servation ?  But  lit  there  atiy  security  in  this — that  a  Protestant 
[Monarch,  a  Protestant  Parliament,  and  a  Protestant  Church 
kshould  succumb  to  a.  Roman  Catholic  faith  f  Honourable 
[mcmhersoii  the  other  side  of  the  question  arc  always  forwanl 
uough  to  declare  their  determination  to  support  and  uphold 
I  the  present  Church  ajid  State  Establisbment.  I^vcn  on  llie 
[  occasion  of  a  itimple  petition  being  picscnted,  they  are  ready 
>  start  up  and  avovr  tbeir  hdelity  towards  the  existing  insti- 
ttttions ;  while  their  conduct  is  directly  the  reverse. 

1  irill  not  detain  the  House  nnich  longer,  Sir,  ttaving  sifEed 

lUie  subject  thoroughly,  though  [  believe  in  an  incfhcient 

ner.     But  if  tliere  ever  was  a  bill  oficred  to  Parliament 

id  \icious  principles,  this  in  it.     It  has  been  said,  bir,  iu 
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the  coarse  of  tlic  itr^umonUE  used  in  support  of  (tic  Rooiad 
CaUiolicolairDS,  chat  tlio  Imh  Romsn  Catholics  of  the  preseitt 
day  are  not  wliat  they  were  a  century  ago— that  they  have 
beccMiw  so  ftltarecl,  that  we  may  now  safely  admit  them  wiUub 
the  pale  of  the  Constitution.  How  standi  the  &ct?  'Il» 
tnore  we  look  into  their  measures— the  more  we  cater  into  ■ 
viow  of  their  proceedings — the  more  we  Look  into  thccondiut 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  whctlicr  in  Irehind  orJn  any  otJwr 
part  of  the  world — the  more  wc  shall  be  satisfied  to  ihc  c«d- 
trary.  Whelhci  we  iook  to  tliem  in  Ireland — whether  w 
look  to  tbcm  tn  foreign  countHca— or,  wbettier  we  look  Is 
them  in  the  pa^a  of  the  evulcncc  adduced  liefore  tliccoa- 
miit««  of  this  UouEC,  the  more  ccTtainly  3})alt  wc  come  to  i 
eontrary  conchision. 

Asto  the  evidence,  Sir,betbrethecoiimutteeorthisHoiuep 
tt  m,  as  may  be  expected,  most  carefully  worded ;  it  came  M 
of  the  mouths  of  these  wlio  took  care  that  it  should  be  wfatf 
h  he&t  calculated  to  forward  their  own  iDtcrcsIs  under  exit- 
ing circiimstaiiceG.  Its  general  bearing  is  all  one  way;  and 
unlc^  1  have  read  it  with  a  great  deal  of  prejudice^  by  which 
1  have  formed  an  erroneous  opiuioiij  it  has  do  other  tendenc; 
but  that  which  I  have  described. 

1  mu3t  advert^  Sir,  to  one  or  two  passages  in  Dr.  Doylc't 
CTidcnoCf  which  are  conclustve  on  the  subject.  'i'Juit  rcverFDJ 
prelate  has  actually  allowed  that  the  Pope  has  authority  otci 
spiritual  mjiticrH  in  Ireland  ;  imd  when  a-sked  another  qtie^ 
tfton,  he  had  also  stated  Uiat  tlie  nomination  of  lri»h  Rutnaa 
Catholic  in>!hop?i  h;Ld  been  settled  by  the  Pope  since  dw 
extinction  of  tlie  8tuart  family.  This  shows  clearly,  that  the 
Pope  has  nn  mfiuencGut  these  realms  which  is  ineonfitytenl 
with  the  w^IUhcinc;  of  our  government,  as  by  law  eotabCshe^ 
As  to  temporalittcii  also,  the  »ame  reverend  prebto  admifttJL 
that  if  temporal  oflieus  were  attached  to  the  Uoman  Catholi>T 
any  interference  hy  a  Protestant  monarch  would  be  deemrd 
incomL^lenl  with  the  Uoman  Catholic  religion.  I  belinv 
this  {>relatc  spoke  with  Hinccrity— I  believe  that  theae  dac- 
irii»c5  arc  consMient  v*tih  h'ts  cn'rd--!  bclicTe  they  are  » 
iince  with  all  his  vicw^.     It  is  so^  ami  it  etm 
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v'ilJ  be  to;  as  this  country  will  tm\,  if  the  KonuQ  Catholics 
I  be  admitted  within  the  pale  of  the  Constitittion. 

Let  any  one,  Sir,  look  to  the  feelin^fi  un<t  xciitttncnts  of  the 
[I  wnie  prelate,  when  writing  to  tht  sccrcfary  of  the  Kildare 
Bl>tholicKent  AseocUtioD.  In  hu  library  and  at  his  desk  tliis 
HiCoDuin  Catholic  bishop  deliberatcK  pToiuul^'att?d  ^ijtinionfi 
Hoiul  doctrines  to  which  1  must  ever  feel  myK'H  oi)posL<d-  lie 
Haudd,  "the  i^pint  of  the  Catholics  bad  not  yielded  under  op- 
"  prcsdon,  but  like  the  niuis  of  their  ancient  greatness,  which 

I  overhung  that  town,  (kildare,)  retained  tlkeir  venerable  and 
inajestic  aiipe^iranc-C,  znd  rcmimlvd  tlie  beholder  that  it  had 
orcc  beon  ^at  and  ficc.    Ahhouf^b  now  it  wns  rmlavcd  by 
the  tyranny  of  a  worthier  and  base  faction^  it  coidd  spare 
from  it;^  eompeteneGf  or  even  it8  wietehedness,  a  part  of  what 
bad  esciped  ihe  h^nd  of  thfi  despoilf^r."    'J'hii  c^rtiinly  was 
ji  feeling  promulgated  before  the  institution  of  the  committee 
up  sbun;. 
But  I  cannot  forget,  Str^  from  ail  that  has  bc*cn  said  in  tJiis 
House  and  eUewhere  about  getthig  up  petitions,  what  had 
lately  tianspircd,  when  a  petition  was  getting  up  in  tlie  neigh- 
^bourhood  of  Wetherby,  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics. 
I A  Human  Catholic  gentleman,  of  higli  <^ndiiig,  of  great 
I  talents,  and  of  considcrabk?  influence  in  that  neighbourhood, 
loftcTintlulging  in  much  elo(|uence  against  tlte  anii-Honuin 
I  CatJioUca,  proceeded  to  a  cour&e  which  was  quite  ileclaratory 
I  of  the  views  be  f^ntcrtains.   The  pith  of  what  he  ^id  is  this : 
M  I'o  see  our  abbeys,  our  cathedrals,  and  our  churches  oon- 
i:scated  and  denioliahed ;  to  see  our  patrimoiiy  thus  given  up 
[to  the  truchj  of  the  Protestants,  ulio»e  tloctrines  our  con- 
dences  forbid  us  to  believe,  is  beyond  bearing."    Tliii^ 
[ccnung  frem  a  Roman  Catholic  gentleman  and  a  layman,  i» 
quite  sufficient  lo  satisfy  me  of  the  danger  of  pushing  tliis 
bill-     \\''ill  any  man  say  that,  if  an  opportunity  occurred  to 
IrocoTor  wlmt  was  lost,  thrit  individual  would  not  lend  his  in* 
fluence—tbat  he  would  not  fcc'l  hiinsell"  bound  to  lend  his 
bfluencc  to  forward  the  views  of  the  Roman  Catholics;  and 
Lthat  if  he  were  in  this  llou^e,  he  would  not  propo^  or  pro* 
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mote  a  motkin  for  the  reslorition  of  tbe  ItavQan  Catbotkil 
all  their  ancient  possesions? 

I  will  noiv.  Sir,  atlveit  to  tlic  Roman  Cntholic  Tcs 
put  forth  by  Dr.  Troy^  in  1816.  The  preface  of  this  vro 
Witt  fihoir  vhat  h  the  true  teeling  of  tbe  Koroan  Catholics. 
The  Papific  Is  :hore)ri  oiijuuKii  to  bnni  or  deface  all  heretical 
book»,  *'  for  instjirKX-,  tht^  Kngli^h  Bible/'  The  s^mc  prvbce 
goes  on  to  warn  the  Roman  Cfttholics  to  avoid  the  Eof^idi 
Hiblc,  as  containing  doctrines  ooniagioug  and  noisome;  ifid 
to  cantion  ihem  Agamitl  listening  to  the  ProteUanta,  as  their 
praycrH  ar^  no  hHter  thnn  "  the  lK>wling  or  wolves,'^  1  vil 
not  go  further  through  the  page^  of  thtt^worki  but  1  thinik 
completely  overturns  the  position,  that  the  Papists  oi 
arc  not  the  same  sort  of  people  as  the  Popists  of  I' 

I  fc^l,  Sir,  1  have  T^aid  more  than  1  ought;  but 
Uttered  no  more  than  what  my  feelings,  and  my  duty  towi 
the  Constitution,  compel  me  to  say.  Oaths  urc  of  the  utmort 
importance.  I  hive  taken  aa  oa(l).  Sir,  to  perform  my  riul; 
and  1  never  will  take  an  oath  which  i  afterwards  tntetMl 
alter  or  violate.  1  can  say,  in  spirit,  with  the  late  beln 
Monarch,  (George  III,)  who  preceded  the  present,  that,  "/ 
mn  readtf  to  descend  from  the  thrt>ne—l  am  ready  fo  desead 
to  lAe  cottage — /  am  ready  to  iay  nty  Acad  upon  the  bhch-^ 
but  I  am  not  prepared  to  rioiate  the  catht  1  httte  takenJ" 
1  will  say:  lamnot  prepared  to  violate  tlic  oath  ofSupTetna 
which  1  have  taken,  before  the  Houfc  and  aU  the  count] 
ai>d  which  cannot  he  reconciled,  in  my  opinion,  with  the  1 
now  before  the  House. 
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Wl»«n  Mr.  Pluiiki'U  bmi^it  Ti^n^-ard  bin  "  Rofmn  Catholic  I>is- 
iilrtiiiy  Rvitiovul  Bill,"  tin  Marth  16.   1821,  Mr,  ItAf^kUi.  hi.V^ 


Sin.— *Tlio  pnitci|>l€  of  the  bill  whicb  vo  are  nov  Assem- 
bled to  di«Lu«?«,  is  iiiU'iidcd  to  be  carried  to  a  dejjrc^  which 
ceiiiLot  l>e  Approved  of  by  tliuae  ttliotte  views  of  thu  subject, 
tbougli  liberal,  niv  inudoratv.  The  prtticipio  of  the  mea- 
sure concoclea  the  right  of  ^JiuivMbility  to  wcry  ofticc  in  ibe 
country,  an  beluitgtiig  to  every  perBOu  uf  every  sect.  This 
is  ii  |>ntjci|jle  i>umewhut  aimilur  to  tbnt  nbkh  is  held  by  imU- 
viiluaU  nli^  content!  fur  the  rndicu)  ductriiie^  uf  uiitvrrsul 
HuffVage  aiid  annua]  purhamcnts^-doctrineA  whidi  I  am  con- 
vinced my  right  tioiiourahle  friend  hciUl:^  in  utter  deiesiatloii. 
Now,  1  kjiowno  state  ihut  will  admit  to  its  dearest  privileges 
||)erst)ns  wbo,  to  be  consibtcnt  vhh  ibemsdvea,  muit  (Icsir^ 
Jhe  destruction  of  an  important  purliun  of  dial  »tAte, 

The  Kom-ui  Catliolie  Chuix:h,  Sir,  i^ill  allow  no  comtiui* 

:ni  wiih  finy  other  cbtnch :    it  holdif,  that  no  toleration 

vhould  be  F>ranict1  to  any  other  church;    ic  declarer  tluu 

there  can  be  no  sabation  out  of  the  palo  of  that  chureh.  As 

I  a  comniiution  wicli  a  difrereiit  ehurcli,  it  would  be  con- 

iwderoil,  Jia  the  Pope  himself  has  iaid,  "  like  the  communion 

tbctwccn  Clirist  and  Heliid."     Fervour  proro««ing  tliis  belit^ 

lean,  in  my  opinion,  have  no  other  deiiirc  Unui  that  the  Pro- 

[lestant  Establishment  shall  uot  be  sulfcred  to  remain  as  h  at 

17 resent  j^tniidit. 

The  honourable  gentlemen  who  support  this  bill,  though 
their  fears  ^o  not  go  so  far  as  mine,  ivcvm,  however,  lo  uppre- 
bend  some  danger  of  this  sort-  If  they  do  not,  why  are 
4bcs€  particuUt  aectiritu^  i^uired  ?     Or,  why  do  they  recur 
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to  securiUes  at  all?  Why  does  the  right  honourable  ga 
tknuLD  contract  the  generij  right,  which*  m  the  first  insUnei 
he  laid  down  so  broadly  ?  Why  doea  he  propose  to  ezdndi 
the  Roman  Catholics  fix>ni  aoy  office  whatever  t  If  they  hn 
this  sort  of  inherent  right,  why  attempt  to  har  it  in  ao;d» 
gree  ?  Why  interfere  with  the  Roman  Catholics  by  an;  i» 
Btriction,  if  they  are,  as  the  right  honourable  gendena 
called  them,liege  and  loyal  subjects!  But,  I  will  ask,  istt 
doctrine  of  inherent  right,  thus  laid  down,  fiur  to  the  HOT^ 
reign  himself?  If  it  be  improper  to  exclude  from  cental 
situations  an  individual  professing  the  Roman  Catholic  ret 
gvKi»  what  right  have  we  to  demand  of  the  sover^gn  on  & 
throne  that  he  should  profess  particular  tenets?  Thenii 
something  so  revoking  in  this  doctrine,  that  thon^  de 
principle  is  laid  down  Tery  widely  at  firsts  yet  it  is  immefr 
ately  after  narrowed^  for  the  purpose  of  Bfaowiag  thatthov 
who  support  this  measure  are  wilUng,  in  some  degree^  te]«» 
Tide  against  danger. 

But,  Sir,  those  gentlemen  argue,  not  only  from  the  inno- 
cence of  the  Roman  Catholics,  with  respect  to  any  attadff 
the  Protestant  Church,  but  also  from  the  impracticability  of 
their  effecting  any  sinister  designs,  even  if  they  entertm 
such  an  intention,  that  the  most  perfect  safety  and  seconlj 
maybe  relied  oni  That  safety  and  security,  however,  Imk 
to  establish  on  a  firmer  basis.  "  What  danger^"  demand  Ae 
friends  of  the  bill,  ''can  be  apprehended  from  thesmallnDa- 
ber  of  peers  who,  if  the  bill  passes,  will  sit  in  Parliament ;  oi; 
irom  the  few  Roman  Catholic  members  who  will  obtun  sesb 
in  the  House  of  Commons  ?"  It  is  said,  that  the  numb^ot 
commoners  who  will  obtain  seats  in  Parliament,  in  all  probsbi- 
lity  wtit  not  exceed  one  hundred  ;  and  that,  from  so  smsUi 
body,  no  danger  can  reasonably  be  apprehended-  The 
number,  however,  does  not  at  all  affect  the  principle  of  ^ 
measure.  But  I  will  go  further,  and  contend,  that  evenao 
small  a  number  as  one  hundred  members — nay,  less  than  that 
number — when  leagued  together  in  this  House  for  any  spe- 
cific purpose,  may,  within  no  very  long  time,  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  causing  themselves  to  be  effectually  heard  m  Fs^ 
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rliamcnt,  Diviik-il  as  cht«  iioii»c  ntighc  be*  such  a  Ixxly, 
acting  in  unison,  irould  uliiniatelj  possess  tlie  povor  of 
|e0ecting  ftny  object  tliey  might  xakc  in  hnrtd.  And  might  it 
oc,  ondcr  »uc1i  circutii^tunces  &s  1  have  alluded  to,  become 
tlic  object,  and  the  attainable  object^  of  meii,  ponorful  iHth 
rreapccl  to  their  connexion,  und  powerful  t\ho  witJi  re^^cct  to 
[U>n«y,  to  bnng  forward,  in  nny  oi>c  parliament,  a  vastly 
Iter  number  of  pcnom  of  the  Roman  Cathotio  persua- 
tlian  t)(u  usual  average  amounted  to  t 
Wlittt,  Sir,  hftvc  wo  lo  oppose  to  ihis  evident  danger  T 
tVt'e  are  told  that  the  succession  of  the  croim  la  "  perma- 
nllj'and  inviolably  estoblinhed  in  the  Pn^ti^limt  Churdi." 
^i*h1sis  our  sectinty.  But  what  is  tlie  nii-aning  of  the  words 
[*'  permanent  and  inviolable  ?"  Let  the  llonEeconsiderf  when 
Iftgtsbtiitg,  ho^  weak  and  feeble  any  such  clause 
i^irtifin  opposed  to  new  circuins(ances>  and  advanced 
[against  all  thone  occurrences  which  time  nuiy  roll  on  them, 
'lltere  Is  noihin>^  so  foolish  as  to  think  of  lcgi5bting  for  fu- 
turity.  How  is  it  possible  to  contcod^  that,  affainst  any  such 
danger  as  1  have  described,  and  agajuii  infitntments  so  pow- 
keiful  to  carr}-  it  into  cftect,  tJiat  we  can  find  ^fety  in  these 
Hiriiscrable  securities  of  permanency  and  iaviolsbttity? 
H  The  light  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  P]unkett}>  has 
Bstated^  fhac  the  cjueation  is  to  be  done  with  for  CTcr— that 
B  the  pre*«eni  nieaj^ure  U  to  close  the  door  a^inst  any  further 
■  agitation  of  this  subject.  U  it  really  pos»ble  that  a  gcnde- 
Kjian  of  his  acutcness  can  sii]>posei  that  what  was  on^ftntlly 
^po9»c«»cd   by  the  Woman   Caiholicsr   would  not  igain  be 

(sought  for!  While  any  thing  remains unconceded, llicy  will 
be  anxious  to  gra«p  and  to  po$»e.^  it,  Wli>en  Parliament 
grants  concessions,  we  are  only  building  up  Mcps  by  whicli 
ihe  Koman  Cathohca  will  cndcavom  to  rcacli  al  greater  tm- 
munttiea.  Can  the  tight  honourable  gcntkman  inia^ne, 
tluit  the  exclusion  frovi  honours,  dtslinctlous,  and  oiliccs,  in 
which  only  a  few  of  the  Roman  Catholic  population  can 
hope  to  participate,  woitkl  have  the  cficct  of  inflaming  all 
Ireland,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  yet,  tiiat  a  system 
vphich  touchc-K  their  proiierty— which  aAectri  that,  the  diglit* 
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fecEC  <£fcicflfitioa  f ros  tfaoa^  bam  m  any  otfaer  cfMObTi 
Ums  tie  r^Jic  trMo^vUc  fortle^aa  beBeVe,  that  thiiMl' 
tJcwccc  ca£  be  fixed  pffinrndy — ^at  it  can  be  mdcH 
Iwt  <or  c-vcr! 

Vnwii  Ris^ci  Cathob  ncMlMn^  ^r.^ec  htfo  this  Bdne^ 
be  tfactf  Doabm  grtaur  or  frv^,  wiD  Acj  notp  vbes  pn- 
fCMed  of  the  pririle^  offacflig  heard  mtUa  tbese  walk,  ^ 
^Jiiff  It  irt  ftboiu  freenig  chettselTes  frov  diat  vludiikf 
^au  feel  w  be  a  noet  Texatiooi  gncrance  t  There  0 
others  «lso,  vhoieelihb  taxoo  their  property  to  hesgnev- 
ance ;  vfao  look  whh  jealoocy  on  the  Protestaiit,  as  the  do- 
nnuit  ChoTcfa,  and  «ho  would  therefore  lend  their  issst 
ance  to  the  Romao  Catbc^,  to  remore  die  bnrtbeiu 

That  ifae  Roman  Catholics,  Sir,  voold  soffi^r  the  uceo- 
dancy  of  the  Protestant  EstahlishnieQt,  after  this  meistnt 
passed,  appears  to  he  a  thing  as  impossible  aa  it  would  be  be 
the  most  common  cause  not  to  prodnce  its  aatunl  acd 
necessary  effect.  If  the  bill  be  carried,  1  know  not  how  ^ 
Protestant  Church  in  Ireland  can  remain  in  its  present  state. 
I  suppose  the  business  will  go  on  in  this  way  : — first  of  ^ 
some  underrate  Roman  Catholic  Establishment  will  be  asked 
for;  and  afterwards,  by  the  means  I  have  stated,  a  furtbtf 
Establishment  will  be  demanded  and  granted-  But,  if  it 
were  found  that  such  an  establishment  swallowed  up  the  re* 
venue,  and  that  the  credit  of  the  country  waa  sinking  in  con- 
sequence— would  not  the  politicians,  such  as  I  have  de- 
scribed,  endeavour  to  defray  the  expense  from  the  Church 
Kstablishmcnt  ?  And  would  not  this  naturally  lead  to  od 
alteration  in  benefices  and  clerical  appointments? 

My  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.Plunkett)  declared,  ons 
former  occasion,  that  things  were  in  such  a  situation  as  ren- 
dered it  impossible  for  them  so  to  remain;  and  therefore 
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something  must  be  doae.  Now,  it  cannot  be  denied  tbat 
much  has  been  done*  And^  with  regard  to  granting  the 
elective  franchise  originally,  1  will  say,  that  it  was  a  concea* 
sion  in  contradiction  to  all  sound  policy*  It  should  have 
been  granted,  either  in  a  more  full  latitude^  or  else  those  who 
proposed  it  should  have  stopped  short.  But  it  may  be  stud, 
why  not  repeal  M,  if  it  be  so  absurd  ?  There  are  many  things 
which,  if  once  passed  into  a  law,  cannot  be  repealed.  Of 
this  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the  concession  in  question  will 
appear  ere  long  to  be  fraught  with  the  greatest  danger^  and 
that  many  gentlemen  who  now  hear  me  will  live  to  see  the 
evils  which  I  am  predicting.  To  repeal  the  elective  fran- 
chise granted  to  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics  is  impossible  ;  * 
that  measure  was  in  this  respect  similar  to  the  Union,  with 
regard  to  which  I  stated,  that  it  was  an  experiment  that  if 
once  made  could  never  be  undone,  whatever  might  be  its 
consequences.  Since,  therefore,  what  has  been  done,  cannot 
be  recalled,  it  -becomes  the  House  to  be  the  more  careful  and 
jealous  in  granting  any  further  concessions  of  the  same  dan- 
gerous nature  1 — ''quod  datum  est,  non  tolui;  quod  reUquvm 
est,  non  dabo," 

'  Though  it  be  impolitic  to  deprive  the  Roman  C&tholics  of  Ireland,  of 
the  elective  franchise,  yet  ji  is  obvioualj  necessary,  that  the  qualificalion  of 
the  lowest  species  should  be  immediately  increased. 
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A(  ft  PoWic  Meeting  of  the  Protc*tani  Mol»aiiy,  Gentry,  and  CIrtp 
of  IrclandkMd  at  Am^agh,  October  l>th,  lSiSlt(^  Lann  Gkowe 
BKkitM-OKp,  or  th1^  County  ATftterfoFil,  dtJlvcrcd  ilie  tbi. 
oraibiit  Amidst  thoinostcmbuuaffic  pUiuUtt. 

GENTI.EMEK-— I  sbould  bc  uiorc  or  lc*s  Umo  nuui,  were  I 
5«iBiblo  to  the  honourable  distinction  inth  vrUich  tbc  mcni 
of  my  nainc  h^s  been  received  by  you  on  tlic  prescuL 
MOn.     C«1uiiiiiiat^d  and  trjiducoit  »5  to  my  pcr.-votial  muUt 
«jid  disft|ipijitited  by  uiicoofttiuitioual  and  unfair  procuccw,  ot 
tJtejuFil  objecl  of  my  aoibiliou  iu  tbat  couutj  in   ubich  I  *'U 
b<jn),  Aitd  u\  whidt  the  best  e,\ertioii3  of  my  family,  from  Ac 
first  mouicni  of  tlicir  coflmc^kiQii  u-itli  tl,  have  bcun  uxtiloniilj 
dUecled  to  ilie  pioinotioi)  of  miiividual  and   public  good,  k 
ib  lo  tin:  maittrr  v(  ]iroud  t^xultjitiua  lu  find  tbe  iiitc-grity 
oiy   conduct   duly   appreciated;  and  tlione  very  |irinci 
wlticii  rendered  me  obtiQxious  to  my  opponciilSj  rc-«9scn 
nay>  cUinicil,  m  tbcir  ov^d  by  an  a^^enibly  like  that  which, 
see  around  me — composed  of  ukji  of  Ibe  bioi&I  uni»ui>L]. 
loyalty  and  ii^Iejii^udenL'e — ajul,  I  will  add,  ibuugli  the 
Imte  been  hacknled  even  to  Oi^^uat,  of  tbc  mo.st  libcrn) 
enlar^^ed  nuudn.     I  must,  iiMtced,  be  tbv  ino^tt  pusillaninKnu 
man  on  earth,  if  ivitb  fucli  pledges  of  support  and  coQiit^H 
nance,  as  ibosc  wbicb  you  bavc  spontaneously  otlered,^| 
(diould  bc  luiabte  to  biavu  tbo&e  studied  jiu^rcpretienLitionJi 
and  those  foulreluriu  of  uiiknidiiekSL,  to  which  every  unc  yhu 
aimj  aC  public  situations  i*  e;iposcO,  uiul  of  irhicb  I  liavc 
^lny  aharc. 

Gentlemen,  until  titc  present  time  ii  lias  been  recog 
aa  a  firH  principle,  bj   our  wiseM  Icgblatorb,   and   by 
aUcat  advocateA  of  ilie  Humanitts  tliciUH.'Kea»  that  the  ' 
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jitilution  of  tlie  empire  i*  o»*e«tiully  Protestunt:  ai>d  that  the 
'rote^Ciint  iwcendnncy,  if  you  nill  call  it  by  that  name,  is 
rer  to  be  kept  in  view  in  all  the  details  of  legislation  ix^- 
cting  the  Romiiii  C^Uiolic  claint^.  If  it  he  not  i;o,  I 
iple  not  to  stay  tlmt  the  rejitricflng  of  tlie  ^trcct^^ioti  to  a 
^rote»timt  nonarcli  i«  the  grcjUcist  of  eJI  political  anomalies, 
and  the  most  unjust  nnil  wanton  reitiftinl  on  the  conscience 
of  tlio.ic  illustrious  pei'sonnges  who  ntfiy  wear  the  crovn.  It 
h  for  our  tirm  adherence  to  these  fbniamentnl  principles  of 
the  British  Constilutior,  as  finally  settled  at  the  Kevolulion, 
that  ve  are  designated  bigots  ainl  intolerauts.  If  I  an  not 
justified  in  iilentilyiiig  my  principles  with  your  owxx,  I  hcscccli 
you  to  correct  my  error.  But  I  perceirc  thiti  I  do  not  mis- 
take your  i^entimcnts.  If  I  understand  you  right,  you  ttmild 
impo^  no  prcater  restrictions  on  any  class  of  subjects  than 
the  security  of  our  Protestant  Kbtablishment  in  Church  and 
State  [a  security  synonymous  with  the  pLibllc  good)  renders 
imperative.  You  would  dubiir  none  from  the  enjoyment  of 
legislative  or  executive  power^  hut  those  whose  principles 
and  conduct  make  it  but  too  munifest  chat  they  wouhl  not 
use  it  well; — that  ibcy  covet  the  possession  of  po^ver,  not  as 
the  means  of  honourable  advancement^  but  as  an  engine  for 
juhvcrting  those  instiCndons,  which,  by  the  first  principles  of 
Constitution,  are  to  be  accounted  sacred  and  inviolable. 
But,  gentleiueri,  the  question  is  often  put  to  us  w!iat  do 
Qu  propose  to  do  in  the  present  fcverisli  state  of  this  part 
the  empire — some  remedy  must  be  applied?  First,  f 
rould  concede  nothing  to  intimidation.  SL'condly,  I  would 
jt  purchase  a  hollow  and  treacherous  truce,  by  placing  in 
the  hands  of  those  I  vainly  ntlempt  to  conciliate,  a  weapon  of 
offence,  which  will  be  used  in  altempting  to  wiench  Iroai  us 
^jy  force,  that  which  1  am  determined  not  to  grant,  whilst  I 
Bjin  permitted  to  guide  myself  by  the  estmbliMlied  principles 
"of  the  (Jonsiitution.  Once,  indeed,  surrender  the  ljn[vark:« 
and  the  dufcnces,  anJ  it  may  then  be  astcd  with  some  pro- 
prieiy,  **  Wliat  will  you  row  do?"  after  you  have  brought 
yourself  to  the  di*tn.'ssing  alternative  of  open  warfare,  or  of 
m  unconditional  surrender  of  the  Prolcstant  Constitution, 
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If,  then,  I  am  a^ked  wliat  is  to  be  done  in  the  present  state 
of  the  country,  and  in  the  incessant  clamours  for  ematdpi- 
tion,  I  unhcsitaUngly  answer,  let  the  Roman  Catholic  gentry, 
and  after  them  the  peasantry,  emancipate  themselves,  hi 
them  free  themselves  from  all  foreign  influence,  from  anb- 
fluence  not  recognized  by  the  State — let  them  free  tbem- 
selves  from  tlieir  subjection  to  the  Priesthood  in  civil  am- 
cems — let  them  abandon  the  visionary  hope  of  making  tbev 
religion  dominant  in  Ireland,  and  then  the  avenues  of  politi- 
cal power  will  be  as  open  to  them  aa  to  other  classes  iJ 
citizens.  But,  if  they  cannot  thus  qualify  themselves  u 
legislators  of  a  Protestant  empire,  let  them  cease  to  compldB 
of  exclusion  as  a  grievance,  which  is  but  a  necessary  secoritj 
to  ourselves. 

It  must  not,  gentlemen,  be  concealed  that  one  class  of  oar 
opponents  consists  of  those  who  see  little  danger  to  the  Pro- 
testant Establishment  in  conceding  those  further  pnvik^ 
which  we  think  it  necepsary  to  withhold.      They  are,  Kke 
ourselves,  detcrmiucil  to  support  a  Protestant  EstablishmenL 
The  Roman  Catholics  claim  them  as  their  friends,  but  theyvil 
be  found  their  determined  adversaries.     With  these  men  we 
are  agreed  in  principle,  though  not  in  our  conclusions.    Te 
such  persons  I  would  in  all  plainness  say,  look  at  what  his 
recently  taken  place  amongst  us>      It  was  not  ambiguoidj 
worded  declarations,  or  accommodating  forms  of  subscnptioQ, 
on  which  you  relied  for  security  to  our  Protestant  instiln- 
tions ;  but  it  was,  in  efibct  and  in  plain  speaking,  on  the  here- 
ditary, the  wholesome,  the  natural  connexion  between  land- 
lord and  tenant,  that  intermediate  and  binding  link  in  the 
order  of  our  society,  on  which  you  placed  your  dependence, 
as  Che  only  counterpoise  to  priestly  power,  as   a  suiEcient 
barrier  against  the  inroads  of  an  infuriated   populace — im- 
pelled tljey  knew  not  whither  by  a  designing   Priesthood, 
hostile  alike  by  religious  principle  and  self  interest^  to  a  Pro- 
testant government.    This  was  in  fact  your  fancied  security. 
I  ask  now  whnt  has  been  the  result  throughout    Ireland?  .\ 
cannot  anticipate  what  may  be  the  effects  which  recent  scenes 
must  have  produced  on  the  minds  of  members  of  both  Houses 
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of  Parllaiueiiu  I  ca»  oi\\y  declare  my  own  conviction,  that 
e^ocU  IS  ilii^  gi^nius  uf  lltc  Ronian  C[itlii>lic  religion  amongst 
OursclvtM,  thai  were  llic  Joorn  of  llic  House  of  Commons 
open  to  Rnoisri  Catholics,  ihc  virtual  rc]>r(.'sc'iUatioji  nf  this 
country  would  be  Immediately  vc^^tt^  in  t1i«;  liamU  of  ibe 
Prit^cboof],  to  lie  wieldrd  at  (heir  iliscretiuii,  mid  to  be 

I  nude  bub&ervltful  lu  tlieJr  own  eiid^.  Whut  thut  discretion 
is,  mid  what  tliODU  vnd,H  art;,  is  aurvly  iio  luugcr  a  question  of 
lloubt  tosny  diioking  jnnii, 
.  Einnitk^ipittion,  U7>  it  i^  iiiaiidiouiily  cullcti,  1^  but  tho  stepping' 
etooe  to  ibe  attainment  of  ulterior  objects.  Tho4c  objects 
uru  uiiatt^uahltT,  aa  long  a«  thu  Dricinli  Piuti^ittmit  Constlttl- 
II  tioii  remains  m  beiii^>  DcrsCruy  tliat  CoiiTititution,  and  an 
^ftlinlimitciL  field  is  Uid  open  for  political  cxporiin€at{  but  be- 
1^  yond  ttic  confines  of  the  piei^cnt  Consiitutiuii^  it  should  be 
remembered  M  k  a  clmo^:  wlidt  kind  of  rvih  aii^  lurking  in 
iUf  wumb  we  may  etisU;'  cvnjecture.  but  their  magnitude  and 
duration,  when  brought  into  life  aud  vijjour,  mx-  utcalculubte* 
Tlie  peculiarity  of  tlic  bttc  coiitc^ta  at  eWtions  in  dm 
ccuxilrj',  I  maintain,  as  1  bave  elsewhere  tnaintuined,  con- 
«bted  ill  this,  that  ll  was,  stiiclly  *i>c!ikiii',',  a  eorde^t  bttwcen 
thcittHthti  prttprhlar^tmii  ihc  Prir^sii  ofihe  Vlturch  tifRomc- 
Between  those  ^ho  liitvc  tbo  greatest  sttike  hi  the  eoimtry, 
and  iboae  ulio  are  oimeeted  widi  society,  by  none  of  (be 
common  ties  of  fathers  and  huabancls,  but  who  an:  the  sworn 
I  VM^als  of  a  foreign  power,  bound  by  motives  of  obedience 
paniinount  to  all  others,  aitd  by  inotties  moreover  of  persunjil 
,nd  religious  aggrandizeiiieat,  inimieai  to  a  IVuteatant  Ksta* 
bli^lunent.  Between  such  metty  and  the  landed  proprietors, 
whether  Protestant  or  Roman  Catholic,  tbe  contest  lay.  It 
19  natural  thut  1  should  appeal  in  proof  of  this  to  what  has 
taken  place  ui  tny  own  eireumatanccb,  and  with  regard  to  my 
own  family. 

^m  If  aijy  Protcataat  landlord  vras  calculated,  by  the  in- 
Affluence  of  rank,  property,  or  char;tcter,  to  counteract  tht: 
^^spiritual  uiterferetice  of  the  Romish  Priesthood,  it  wa.s  my 
^■deceased  brother  ^Lhe  M.iKQUi!»  of  W,\TEitFoiii>).  You 
vlll  bear  with  >iic  in  passing  tins  merited  culogiiuu  on  his 
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dcp^rteU  wortb*     IiiUwatcly  ■cquaiutc4)>  hy  v  long  rcsUlcDi 
lvIiI)  all  tlio  local  jjitcrufttft  of  Lb  country^  uiicc-j:- 
rotcd  to  the  promodon  ofit^  wclfctrc,  and  mixi*U  u; 

importAitt  bu»i»e««,  he   bad  improved  into  n  fccrUng  of 

ji<;r»onAl  BUachmcnl,  ihe  respect  which  wat  due  to  hi*  tta- 

ti^n  £nd  public:  vlrtuctf.     I  dare  au>t  truat  m}ficlf  with 

foftcntran    of    lum  in  hia    d^^^i^^^^  '^d    frietidlj    vd. 

(lib  lordship  became  evidently  nod  ^Jtjongly  niltzeti-di 

called  forth  tlic  aympathiea  cf  Ui^i  auditory)-    I  ii|>cuk  hot 

Kis  public  life ;  and  1  AJiscrt,  with  confidenco  and  wlih  prii 

thflt  tlic  late  Mnrqiun  of  WatcHbrd  wu9  dcftorvcdiy  poimhr. 

His  nscnnv  of  doing  good  were  nmplct  mid  hi^j  buncfiUi  wii 

l^ifluscd  throiigh  a  vrldcly  CKtcuHcd  circle.     Hiit  tric:d  ii 

{rity  flocutx^d  confidence,  and  \iu  oifability  and  cour 

ilonioanouT  wcit  upon  «ll  ranks  of  men,  for  aU   bad  easy 

I  pc!d  to  Liin.     Ati  a  latidlord,  hh  m^moi-y  v^Jtl  bo  U>n^  cli 

vUhcd}   not  even    priestly  intcrfcrotico  could    riaiEtrain 

IspontAncous  cfTnsions  of  gratitude  and  affection  vhioh  byi 

^{orth  from  hi8  nucncroiis  tenantry. 

Had  tbo  people  been  suiTcrcd  to  vote  agreeably  to 

,  yrarntth  of  their  £ccVingn,  and  to  aubnUting  tie?,  hud  not 

lliff^oufl  terrors  been  rcMirtcd   to^  where  simple  persu> 

Iwoa  imarnilingj  by  the  confession  of  my  opponents,  eten  rf 

Mr.  O'Connclt  himBclt  I  should  have  hvcn  rcdirncd  bj  a 

triumphant  majority  ^  and   the  counly  of  ^Vatc^^e^d  woiild 

have  been  aptrcd  a  content  which  hoA  been  productive  vf 

Utile  Icj^s  than  the  disorganization  of  ssoctely — acoutcAtwhkli 

has  taught  the  people  to  coitaider  tbcir  interodt^^  na  il 

vcrcd  from   those   of  thc-ir  legitimate   guurdianti    and 

tectoro.     But  prtcdtly  poirer  bore  down  oil  before  it,  ia 

potiilion  to  the   Vp'iiihe^  of  the  landed  pToi^iietor^     I' 

not  my  opponent  a  trmmph  so  gained «  but  1  deeply  rej 

the  miiichicf  which  mu&t  inevitably  rcault  from  auidi  a  « 

of  thingn  to  the  people  themscUeJt. 

1  would  uak  any  miui  (o  compare  the  county  of  WiUc, 
atf  it  noir  ie,  urttli  the  county  of  VVaterford  aa  it  wa»  be: 
the  Ute  election.     The  lelijifioufi  |>craecution  of  tlioa^ 
continued  btCttdf-utlo  their  UruUord,  i;*  tiiU  going  on. 
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«cem£  to  be  a  holy  and  political  cmiiliitioii  in  proving  to  these 
untiappj  victims  of  altachment  to  theirancieit  benefacCorSf 
that  tile  threats  of  spiritual  Tengeanco  are  not  i<ile  menaces. 
1  need  not  tell  you  that  the  comity  of  VViiterforcl  cxMbit.^  not 
a  AolitAry  instance  of  thc^e  uncon^tilutiorsl  practices;  but 
a  single  insuincc  is  sufficiimt  to  prove  that  tho  lecog- 
and  }ej[[itiuiate  connexion  between  Jaiidlord  and  tenant 
but  a  weak  barrier,  when  opposed  to  tliat  irresistible  au- 
thoriiyr  even  in  civil  matters^  with  which  tlio  FwMhood  of 
Che  Church  of  Uome  j^  iiive^ltd,  and  which  they  fnil  not  to 
xcrcisc  whenever  the  occasion  for  puttuig  it  fortli  ia  deonod 
of  siirticicnt  iinpoTtDnce.  What  is  more,  1  maintain  that  the 
InHucncc  of  the  ilombh  Frlciithood  over  Hie  tenants  of 
I06C  landed  proprietors  who  arc  favourers  of  wliat  i*  termed 
cnancipation,  is  not  less  powerful  ihnn  wlien  exerted 
aguiji«t  tJiosc  landlords  who  arc  opposcrs  of  Gmaiicipation. 
I  speak  from  local  knowledge  and  accurate  intbnnation,  per- 
fectly elucidated  by  the  published  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Wilmot  Hgrton  nnd  Mr.  Hlount. 

1  mm  far  frcm  denying  to  the  llonijui  Catholic  Priesthood 
a  fair  and  legituaate  exercise  of  opinkn  and  influence,  as 
members  of  the  commonwealth~»iich  an  exerci«o  m  ia 
clainied  for  our  own  clergy,  and  which  we  arc  willing  to  con- 
cede to  others:  hut  1  denounce,  as  unconstitutional,  as  i^xxb* 
veisive  of  the  natural  gradations  of  aocicty.  a£  destructive  to 
the  elements  of  civil  liberty,  ai*  controlling  frcc-agercy  itself, 
and  Jis  converting  the  people  into  the  mere  puppets  and  ma* 
chines  of  thr  Priesthood,  the  employment  of  the  spiritual  ar- 
moury, and  tl]e  niultiplied  contrivances  of  intunidation  pos- 
by  a  »clf-niuned  infalhbte  Church,  to  whose  dictates 
s  unhappy  members  have  no  choice  but  to  submit  in  silenoc. 
repeat,  that  the  denial  of  sacranientnl  liies,  and  the  threat 
if  inflicling  all  the  vengeance  of  the  Church,  have  been 
re^rtc-d  to  by  the  Priesthood  to  bind  the  people  to  their 
will ;  that  the  mcnac<^-  of  eternal  perdition  has  been  lucd  aa 
,n  electioneering  topic ;  thai  the  most  solemn  emblem  of 
tlicir  rclij^ion,  the  very  cnieifix  itself,  ha*  be<^n  exhibited  to 
I  work  upon  tlicpahaions  of  the  pco|rfc,  and   lo  enforce  the 
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dreadof  pncsUy  mulcdiction;  lUaC  dtnuociatioaa  have  bec-j) 
proclaimed  from  tbp  aluir  against  tlic  hcaiUittug  uud  uiiilo 
cldcd,  and  tlieir  persons  tliu»  nuirki^i)  out  as  objucta  tu  ^^^M 
Tcrgc.iTKcf   of  ihu    uioiv   dc'tcnnincd   voloncs;    wbibt  d^H 
Priests  oflbe  Churcb  of  Rome,  I  ivpeat,  (aaid  Lord  Oeorje*^ 
CDiphatkally,)  bi  great  iiijmliei>  3ti3[>endmg  for  a  thnv  tfadr 
sacrod  fmic\wn»,  mixed  tbctnifelve^  whb  iJi«  lower  |>opubc^ 
and  relying  on  tkic  tnyatcriotus  ttiHuciicc  villi  vriiEcli  sq\ 
siitioii  bjLS  cloibcd  tbcir  chiinicter,  succeeded  in  dragglnj' 
the  buBtings  tbose  who  had  a  short  time  before  pie 
tbemtelves  to  support  their  landlords.    Were  the  ProteMant 
Clergy,  or  any  onler  of  men,  po4S4^ssi>i  of  utidi  a  dangcrcw 
sod  uudefinttd  fnllueiict-  (tbe  more  dangeroiU  because  unih 
(baed,)  orcr  tlic  mincU  of  tbcir  followers— were  tbcy,  ffw 
wliatcT^cr  cause,  capable  of  exercUing  such  a  dcepoUc  right 
over  the  conscience  and  actions  of  men — a  right  not  snbjtct 
to  the  guidance  of  ibc  State,  aiid  independeni  of  i\s  aaiho- 
ritr^  I  should  be  the  firEC  man  to  fis/i  that  Jtnch  a  Kplriixiil 
iufluciHx  was  incompatible  with  cItU  order;  and  that  bodt 
the  persons  eacerdsing,  and  the  persona  submitting  to  tlu> 
frightful  itivay,  were  incapacitated  bjr  that  rery  circunutancc 
fVom  being  entrusted  with  politicid  power  In  a  free  coonny. 
After  all  thEa,  will  It  be  aguiii  afsertcd  that  the   Itomiib 
Church  bus  bcL^n  stripped  of  ita  dvil  tntlucnccr  an  J  tliatk 
\&  no  longer  to  be  dreaded  aa  a  political  engine  I     Tbe  ; 
i^  that  this  unconstitutional  povcr  exists — that  it  fonas 
hnperiaut  in  i/wperio—ihiki  its  power  is  exerted  In  a  Pn 
tanc  country,  nnd  directed  again^  Protectant  eitablUlipicntl 

irgcnilcmen  are  content  to  give  up  these  cstabli^btnc 
it  iH  wcUi  let  tliem  but  speak  out     For  my  part,  I  aia  not 
preiiared  for  such  a  cnn,<cumDiation.     1  speak  but  as  a  ecxK 
ustcni  I'rotcstantt  andai;  a  firm  defender  of  a  ProtCEtaal, 
govemmont*     Here  1  take  my  stand,  and  resolutely  refa 
those  coTiee^ions  u-hich  are  to  he  employed  nguimi  my^eU 
for  1  plainly  discern  a  spiritual  influence  in  tbh  country  be 
tile  to  tbe  Constitution  as  settled  at  the  Kcvohilion, 
lated  to  bear  down  before  it  eixrry  civil  and  nituml  barric 
on  the  htrciigib  of  whieh  we  have  been  encouraged  to 
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pend,  as  ttie  seuiirily  of  our  CoiistUutioni  ftnd  actusUy,  by  a 
premature  aiid  indiscTcct  display  of  its  irresistible  fonrct 
wAtiifesting  what  we  may  expect  from  it  were  it  elerutcd  to 
po]iti^:a1  pou'«!r, 

Oentlemen. — I  have  tbtmncd  you  too  long;  Uie  topics, 

owc^'cr,  on  which  I  have  dwdt>  arcof  no  cominon  interest. 

f  ever  the  I'rotestanc  CoTistitution  needed  strenuouft  and 

tratght'foTwnrd  advocates,  it  is  at  this  momenL  The  at- 
itacks  made  upon  it  iti  fonuer  liniett  were  open  ^nd  :ivowihIj 
iofid  Vie  koifw  hovr  tu  resist  tbt'in>     They  are  now  divgiii^sed 

nd  insidtotLf.  1  only  say,  let  us  not  be;  put  oO'our  ^lard- 
for  wbat  is  pcnonRl  to  myF^elf  in  tlir  present  indication  of 
yo«rgood*will,  accept  as  from  a  frienJ  to  friends  my  sincere^t 
ihankii.  Upon  ihi:<  open,  thi»  tniited,  tbis  spunLnieous  Ui»- 
pluy  of  ProterttHiit  fo'cltng,  I  lendtT  to  you  my  hcurl/  con- 
gntuliUions.     Tbe  real  scnliuicnts  of  tlie  ProteMAnt  Gentry 

f  thi«  great  and  powerful  part  of  the  empire  need  but  to  be 
nude  known,  in  ordi^r  to  MKrtire  tlie  pcmicinence  of  our  Esta- 
blish [neat. 
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UENHY   MAXWELU   TSQ, 
u,  r.  ron  tiia  cocAtrr  or  c*%'ah. 


lic-n  tljo  PrAtL'stama  of  Ireland  Oiuemhlti!  at  Arm/i{ifi,OcLf>brr  Btft, 
I83C,  A,  St.  Gr;oiifSK,  Kwj.  PiiEli  ShmflT  of  fhc  County,  in  the 
Oinir;  Henry  Mmcwi:i-t,,  Ksq,  M.  I*,  tW  tte  County  of  Cavnti, 
thua  addrc-^atrd  the  Mociing. 

Mr-  Chairman  and  Gentlrmex-— I  feel  myself  totally  un- 
able to  convey  to  you  tbe  high  sease  ifthich  I  cnterEiiin  of 
the  bonour  }<>li  bave  coriferrcJ  upon  niv.  That  my  publie 
conduct  and  pnnaplcs  dUonld  n-xrcivc,  in  so  marked  a  wan* 
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ncr^  th«  approlMtiDn  of  tlic  gentlemen  of  the  county  M 
Armigbr  is  to  r»c  a  source  of  tho  highest  gratiBcation. 
Wlien  I  see  around  me  so  many  gentlemen  of  rank,  of  tfilent, 
And  of  influence^  all  united  for  the  gram)  object,  etllanunAttd 
with  the  warmest  aUacbnient  to  our  inrAluablc  Consttnitioi; 
and  rr:*olved  to  stand  forward  in  its  defence,  and  to  saTC  it 
from  destruction,  1  confess  I  derive  the  greatest  eocoiim|e- 
ment,  and  tbat  1  mU  wak  with  eonfidence  a  RiicccNsrul 
issue  of  the  contest  in  which  we  Me  engaged, 

Wc  all  know  the  exertions  ivhich  our  enemies  tire  making 
to  introduce  iQno\'atiotis  into  our  Constitutionr-^to  changeib 
I'rolestanl  character, — to  substitute,  in  the  place  of  Pt^ 
totaut  ascendancy,  a  system  of  I'ojjery  and  PnefltcrfA 
totnJIy  subversive  of  crery  principle  of  civil  and  rehgitw^ 
liberty ;  and  to  bring  back  Ireland  to  tho  same  stiite  of 
bigotry,  civil  disseoHton,  and  religions  «lav1^r>',  from  wIi»A 
the  Glorious  devolution  dificnthriillcd  her-  WcareengaetA 
in  an  arduous  struggle, — we  are  called  upon  to  tight  the  htt- 
tle  of  the  Constitution ;  and  the  dilhculties  vhicJi  we  hare 
to  encounter  ar^  the  mere  formidable,  because  the  consciettn 
of  men  are  forced  into  the  contest-  1  say,  "forced  uHt 
the  contest,"  because  whatever  may  be  the  real  wishes  aaJ 
inclinations  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  the  power  ofthe  l^rietts 
can  control  those  wishes,  can  compel  them  to  forego  thM 
inclinations,  and  to  adopt  ilifir  principJcSj  and  to  follow  Mr 
directions. 

There  never  was  a  time  when  it  was  more  inmmbent  m 
cver^  loyal  man,  according  to  his  means  and  his  abiiitiefi 
vvhati^vec  may  be  h'ln  station  in  life,  to  come  ft^rward  in  d^ 
fence  of  hift  dearest  rights  and  lib?jties,  to  stem  that  tormt 
of  fali>c  liberality,  or  rather  of  undisguised  hostility  to  Pny 
tCitanlism,  which  would  sweep  away  from  tlie  face  of  wuj 
country  all  that  is  valuable  in  the  British  Constitution,'* 
wt^uld  uudennine  tlie  foundations  of  chat  vciR-rablc  fabric, 
"  which  wEts  planned  by  the  heads  of  sages,  and  cemented 
by  the  blood  of  patriots/'  and  involve  in  inevitable  ruin  the 
Pnifi    ■   '  nMooE  of  this  empire, 

1   I         .  . .  i       ii^K  thai  ihc  British  Conntttution  is 
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|iru>ciplc»  or  Ctwtftittitiottal  futJiiM^  vlbcfa  Iuitt  raiaed 
Oreat  Uniui  lo  bcx  ^^  ^e-«HiM»oe  •bp>c  «■  die  ocber 
TUiboud  ofthcwurU.  lti>tliM  niwyrf PffircifiwiM^ittfdi 
in  Imprcu^^ii  opoo  cvbt  put  of  Wr  Coaatil«lwi.  dm  Imb 
vanbJoil  her  Co  mioun  bvr  radk  ia  tW  «vak  «f  f  twim ; 
and  whik  other  fcmyfa—  1mk*«  baco  ckher  AaLju  to  Ik 
very  cditrc  wixb  rrvnhrtifina  apd  citii  dtKvrd,  ur  ««Bqrisbed 
lijr  a  foiei^  foe,  the  1itt»  stiD  bod  flrfaweg  to  cfcn  hhibiii^ 
dangct: — «bc  tut  fiMm  mpciior  to  aO  bet  dUBcoltao,  mod 
site  Uiiy  dtu^nrd  additocffal  BticiigtL  fruia  ever)'  auctn[it  ihoc 
bm»  been  lOAckr  lo  crofth  ber.  It  la  bcr  Pnnlc^uirt  cfamctcr, 
wbicli  intiirc»  lo  cwry  fMlyect  of  tht^c  ^mmhmma  tbe  bfe^ 
m\^  of  dril  Bttd  rd^ipHmm  Cbcrtj.  U  «llo«t  to  erery  b^ 
UivuluaJ,  vhUbout  fear  ot  ralimlot,  vlute^e^  be  liia  rt^^ou, 
tawortldp  Uu  God  according  to  the  dktalcs  of  ho  ovacoo- 
«cicfic<*-  ll  exteodft  lo  tb«  Pu>*cataaL  ^nd  lo  the  Romno 
CathoGcr  ib«  t^tai  pmUKtkm  of  tbe  hw;  end  if  /fo  ooe  is 
Dot  whdiOed  a&  well  u  <Ae  wArr,  to  iImt  full  a^wjmem  of  afl 
the  iinvUeges  of  the  CoctrtilutSou,  it  u  beC'^use  ffc oiir  lo  tnH 
wjJiiag  to  conionii  Lo  ibooe  cu«>ditioiui,  withoul  wbicb  lie 
vlJk^r  vould  be  oi|inDf  taadinkaibie- 

The  itonan  CaiboUci  mto  tftugkt  to  bcfieve  thii  the;  are 
to  a  stale  of  ak^erjr,  that  their  energies  «re  depnrssni.  and 
tlidt  noililiig  GVi  giie  Ihem  effectunl  nrlief,  but  tutol  ai»l 
uacoiMlitkiaal   enujidpalioo.     Theu  leodeca  tdl  ibem  iJiix! 

■^  Tlirj  tidk  of  freodootr  )&  ^^^  eeiBelcsa  nocNfai, 
V«t  «t2l  rrrohf  »btfn  truth  woidd  «ct  ibcoi  for,* 

It  is  not  to  the  cxdutdon  of  Roman  Caiholkv  fnicn  places 
of  honour,  of  proGt,  auA  eiuuluiucnl.  that  we  are  to  atlii- 
butc  tbe  nii»runuiic!»  of  Irelaml^  the  wretched  cuDditioii  uf 
her  peopk%  or  Uist  spirit  of  dUconteiit  ami  disaflectkni  whkh 
per^uiles  ao  large  a  portion  of  bcr  community,  ft  b  not  the 
romovAl  uf  ihesG  diivabilities  which  wiU  operate  n»  a^hann 
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ill  liejtluif;  ibe  wouitds  of  Ireland,  ilk  a  panacou  for  all 
cviU,  mul  H  lialui  for  cvcrj  woe.     No,  gciilleiitoii,    Itouuu 
CaiIioIu;  t^'inaticijialbji    woulj   uol   id   tlie  silJ^liivot  de^xG 
improve   tlic  condition  of  IroUiiii;    it  woulti  only    tciul 
give  additional  power  to  tlioae  1i>  whoai  tbv  di»tracl<ul  t^iaXe 
of  this  couiUrj-  iimy  justly  hv  iittributvd  ^   luid,  with  iiicrua; 
ofpoirtT,  H  would  f^ive  to  ihciii  iucrca»cd  ii)can»  of  uubcL 
II  would  not  oiiftftt«T  ilwitti  ]tvox  deluded  |>cuple,  who 
DOW  the  rc«dy  toobt  of  t^vvry  fucc'iouti  ^giUttor,  and  whu  luv 
fiuriviulcred  tlittir  wUItt.  and  nuidi?  lliuir  coEucii'iiccK   ^ubs 
vieiU  to  tlie  ^ilc  inucUiimtJoiis  of  »n  iiitulermit,  Intriguin^t  an 
umbillouB  Piie&lliood.     I  would  a^k,  in  the  Jaaguagc  of  1 
iiiuiioTtal  dlillon : 

"  Wbal  winr?  nnJ  valiant  mna  cijulil  hopv  w  free 
llkOK.  thus  tlcj^cncratCk  by  ibcmicK-cfi  cnsUtcd. 
Or  coLildj  of  mwniJ  aIavca,  tauko  i>utwnTd  ftoff.*' 


GcntlcnKn,  there  U  an  eniancipAtton  which  1  would 
to  the  Itomaii  Catholics.  Not  thai,  faUelyao  called — wlti 
if  conceded  by  the  Icgulaturv^  wuuld  nvct  inorc  d 
lhi>sc  chains  hy  which  the  grejit  i»tiM  of  the  people  arc 
elared  i  wbicbj  for  cciituriet),  hare  kept  them  m  n  state  of  llic 
grossest  ignorance, — which  hare  debarred  them  from  ibt 
blcA^nig?  of  i-cli^ouA  education* — dcprc»»ed  the  tittcTgws  of 
Ihc  Iridb  |>eop!e,  and  which  alone  retard  the  course  of  na- 
tional itnpvovf  mcnt :  1  would  give  tbem  ctnaiM:ip&ta>u  froiD 
the  tliraldom  in  vhicli  they  arc  held.  1  would  fnx  th 
from  ihut  atato  of  bondage  in  which  the  SGlf-iatereated 
licy  aad  tyranny  of  their  Priests  lias  bouud  tbcin  ;  l  wou 
teach  them  to  a^Acrt  the  right  of  piivntc  judgmeuCt  to  u«c 
the  fiieultic^  vrbich  God  has  gUen  them,  and  to  follow,  ua- 
ctjnlrollcd  by  any  pricslly  interference-  tlic  guldaucc  and 
the  dict^itcs  of  their  own  comcibncca.  Tiie  Roniaii  Catholia 
arc  taught  to  seek  for  "  happy  homes  and  altara  Gxk"  T\ 
have  their  oJlars /rcc  Our  Coiutilution  alluw  lo  t 
unresirictcd  lil>erty  of  couacience.  And,  if  their  huuies 
i»ot  the  abodcB  of  bappineav,  the  fault  restt  nQl  with  Ihc 
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Bfe  of  the  \avrs,  not  vtth  tbe  tnaiiiwr  tn  v-Iiich  tho^c-  hwG 
arc  adminUtereil,  ic  ia  not  cTiarf^eabl^:  to  the  frotc^tniit  Lncl- 
Jordt  and  gentlemen  of  Ireland, — l>ut  it  rostn  with  their  own 
demagog ti<ts,  unJ  ilie  P(i|)iBih  PrieHtliood, — witli  those  wlio, 
huteud  of  JnculcAling  olwilicncc  to  tJie  laws,  content iiient 
Willi  ibcir  ^Uuacion,  gr^tiintb  to  their  benefactors,  at>d  kiiidly 
fi^lin*^  towards  those  who  diiK-r  iVom  them  merely  in  isal- 
tetB  of  reliffion,  use  tbv  unbcunded  Inllncncc  wJiich  they 
po;t!<4?»s  over  thdr  actions,  hi  it^mlerhig  iln*m  distcon tented j 
inaplncjihlv,  <md  ungruu-ful. 

We  have  recently  seen  the  purposes  to  wblcli  the  poirer 
of  the  Roman  CntboUc  Priesthood  han  been  »]]|]]ti.Ml.  We 
liave  dining  the  late  elections  niirst'lve?^  i>l>t^rvi-d  what  u:ie 
they  mudc  of  (he  immenf^c  Authority  which  they  possess  ovev 
the  comcicnces  of  their  J^ocks.  We  have  heard  them  ogH'Tily, 
in  the  public  streets,  threatening  with  CYcry  apecies  of  injury, 
A!iD  WITH  RTERTfAt  DAMNATION^  3Ucb  freeholders  a»  ihould 
dare  to  exercise  their  *iwnjuilgincnt,  and  vote  contrnrylo  the 
bhcs  of  the  Prieschood.  We  have  seen  their  threats  of 
fnjtiry  put  into  executtgn ;  und  numerouK  uiMancea  liavc 
iccuTTCd  within  my  own  olrterviiiton,  where  RL>njaii  CiuhoHca 
have  been  denouncet)  fnini  the  altars, — denied  tlic  ritc«  of 
their  Church,  and  have  suffered  injury  in  their  persons,  and 
In  their  property;  for  conscieutiously  exerciiin^  that  privilege, 
to  wliich  thny  are  constitucioiially  entitled.  We  are  well 
ncquAinied  with  the  result  of  the  different  cUnrtion^i,  whore 
the  inflticncc  of  tin*  Roman  C^itholic  Priests  was  exerted. 
In  one  county  nlonc  were  their  labours  un-^uccessftil,  and  in 
that  they  experienced  a  bignal  defeat. 

Gentlemen,  in  the  county  of  Cavan  the  Pricvt^  strained 
ercry  ncrvt*;  they  left  no  means  untried  to  secure  the  elec- 
tion of  two  gentlemen,  who  were  avowedly  favourable  to  tlie 
dainift  of  the  Uoman  Catholics;  but  in  the  county  of  Cavan 
the  principles  of  the  Constitution  liave  prevailed  over  ilie 
nmchinatioiiif  of  the  Priesthood.  But,  though  wc  were 
there  triumphant,  we  arc  not  intoxicated  witli  our  nt>o- 
cess.  ^^'e  arc  alive  to  a  sense  of  the  dani^ers  from  wtiich 
wo  have  ew:apei1,  and  we  should  endeavour  to  prevent  their 
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recuTTCTice.     Wg  wo  ttie  diRtetilticft  wilJi  irtiidt  irc  arc  »np 
roundei]<    TUc  conduct  of  die  Rom&n  Ccithalic  Priesthood 
has  awakened  tiKire  than  our  suspicions.     Wp  are  corapelle 
to  viciT  them  in  that  character,  in  which  the  history  of  tliij 
country  has  aliray^  pourtrayed  them,  as  the  natuml  and  b 
pliicahle  enemies  of  a  Frotej^tart   goveramciit — ^^   tliv 
rtHt^r«  of  Ml  incolenint  religion,  which  is  unchanged  ond 
chingeable.    One  of  their  own  bishops  has  vouched  ft^ 
thctr  Idyalty,  in  terms  which  arc  neither  ragtie  nor  ambtj 
ousp    J)r. Dojie  has  asserted,  "  that  should  a  n^)>clliijn  mgt ' 
from  Carrickfergtis  to  Cape  Clear,  no  sentence  of  cxcom- 
tuunicatfon  would  be  fulminated  b;  a  Roman  Culholic  p^^ 
late/- 

Let  us  turn  our  nttoniion  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Associa- 
tion. In  opposition  to  the  express  proviftion»of  nn  actrf 
Parliament,  thit  body  continues  ilA  sittings  unholksted* 
And  what  is  the  chjimcter  of  its  procecdingat  Jt  hfts  iiSK 
po£€d  A  tax  upon  the  Romnn  C;id]olics  of  Ireland — il  litisj 
Insulted  ilie  King's  pverogatire,  by  the  burlescjtie  i-KUbUsb*] 
mcnt  of  "  The  Onler  of  Liberators  "  It«  orators  iiave  | 
claimed  the  Churcli  £stab1i.«;hmcT]t  to  be  a  '*  gorgeous  no 
sancc/'  and  they  have  openly  asserted  that  llie  titJes 
whicli  the  Prot«stJtnt  landlords  of  Ireland  held  theur  estatef] 
are  invalid.  Are  vc  not  accttftomed  to  hear  pcrsouK  of  tlu 
highest  rank,  and  of  the  mosi  distinguished  chamcter,  v\i 
ficd  and  abused?  %^'htte  neither  the  sanctity  of  the  mit 
tJie  purity  of  l1ii>  judicial  bench,  nor  the  impartial  and  inco 
ntpt  conduct  of  our  magiftratc^,  are  Miilicicnt  to  prot 
from  insult  those  uhoj^e  rirtues  alone  render  them  obnoxtom 
to  the&e  dcmETgogites.  In  &i>eaking  of  these  agitaion  I 
would  apply  that  forcible  appeal,  which  a  celebrated  Ttomaa 
Catholic  writer,  Dr.  O'Connor,  made  to  the  pccjplc  of 
England.  *'  EnglighiQea,  in  the  name  of  wisdom  and  con* 
stitutional  legislation,  einancipate  Ireland  from  ^ch  empino 
as  these  puddle'lavjerR  and  divines,  whose  only  object  is  v$ 
become  leaders,  and  to  render  theniw^h^s  cousf^ctiou*  al 
ihc  expciue  of  their  country/* 

I  foel,  gentlemen,  that  I  have  irc«pi»fied  too  long 


HENRY  MAXWCLt,  ESQ. 


aff7 


Eyo^ir  jitUntion^  but  before  1  coticltulc,  I  wouU  congrjitnlAtc 
tbc  cause  of  ProicstfiniL'^m  uptMi  tlic  moat  rc^Apcctablc  autl 
moat  numerous  aescmblngc  which  I  tijivc  the  honour  to  acl- 
dre^i  iuhI  I  trust  thnt  other  counties  will  apocdily  follow 
the  nubk  oxumpk'  which  Amw^h  htia  set  thtrm.  It  b  tliua 
that  the  guvcniiitent  uiid  [>c-oplc  of  Kngland  will  he  mndc 
ACtiuiuntcd  with  the  real  ecntimouts  of  iho  grcut  body  of  ihc 
Undcd  proprietors  of  Iroluiid,  upon  that  <|iicstion  which  is 
inndc  the  source  of  the  ogitatioii  of  the  coimCt^. 

I  would  ndjurc  ihc  Photestaxts  or  1rj:j;and  to  rally 
roiuid  our  Constitution;  to  petition  tho  legislature  nfEoijiat 
any  further  oner  oachments  upon  our  coruututioiud  pTivilogcwt 
to  roprcacnt  to  Parllanicnt  tbe  I'cil]  titutc  of  irolnnd;  r'for  it 
has  boon  most  groK»ly  T/iSfin'prcj/cntcd)  and  parti euliirly  to 
submit  to  tho  candid  and  unbiAf^ncd  ticcision  of  tho  Jiwi^lish 
pcopTc.  the  eouduct  of  (lie  Popish  Pricfithood  during  die 
recent  ek'CtiotLs- 

L.ot  Protestants  dispby  but  the  aanie  zeal  aud  union  of 
purpose  in  defence  of  their  rightu  and  pnvilcgcti,  which  thou: 
enemies  display  in  thoir  Attempt  to  subvert  them,  and  tho 
cause  of  Pfotcstuntism  will  yd  bo  triumphant*  For  myself  1 
can  truly  suj%  that  my  humble  tiilenta  und  exertioim  arc  d^ 
voted  to  the  good  of  my  country;  and  tbat,  were  I  to  dc6Crt 
my  post,  or  to  abandon  that  cauuc  to  which  (cvr^r  since  I 
have  been  capable  of  farming  nri  opinion)  my  incliiuttion  tknd 
my  duty  hove  attAcbcd  mc,  1  ebould  but  ill  de-sei'vc  the  j;ood 
opinion  of  my  Protestant  feUow-Eubjt-clf;,  1  should  iibu^u  the 
eonfiilencc  of  my  constituents  and  forfeit  all  eluim  to  bt^  con? 
sidcTcd  as  ono  of  the  Protestant  representatives  of  the  in- 
depeadunt  couoly  of  Cavcui. 

(Thr  tionourable  gentleman  concluded  amidxi  loud  ani!  reiterated 
cliecring.) 


(  m  ) 
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When  Lord  Ovorji^p  nurr&ronl  mm  €mcnalc4>d  by  ihn  Prooc^u 
(k-rlry  and  fjiiidtMl  IVoiwii'toni  uf  DtTij.  October  Zt\p  1620.  ikr 


Glmi-kukn, — TLi«  iMotucnt  Is  i>ott  arrive^l,  utieii  In  ttirr  fii 
filmcni  of  llmt  diHy  wlitch,  tm  Uifs  occ[L>ioti,  1  have  p 
and  honouv  in  diK-liEirging,  I  nm  to  call  your  aitcDtion  to  t! 
objecc  of  thb  RSsetnblogc.  Vou  have  met  here,  to  «vi 
and  09in|)timeDt  a  nobleman,  who  was,  for  a  pcHod,  tlic  i^- 
prcsentailve  of  ihia  touiu;^,  ivhchie  sieadliM^H  in  his  prlviK 
ftiendbliipfl  has  onlf  been  ei|uallcd  by  hts  consistency  la 
potitic^r  nnd  the  name  of  whose*  family  has  been  a^'iT^cbted 
ibr  centuries,  tiiih  ihc  best  inccresis  of  Ireland*  TliM. 
hoveTer^  are  not  alone  the  iikluccmenia  which  sliould  teul 
Uti  to  give  a  siiH'cn^  and  cordial  reception  to  liOKD  GtOB< 
Beresfokd.  He  has  bocn  a  severe  sufferer  at  the  late 
lerford  election,  from  his  detcrminecl  and  tinconiprotan 
miunt^iuince  of  those  Protestant  piiucipks  that  arc  identified 
with  the  Consiituitoti ;  whtcli  form  the  >;ure  and  certains 
ctiriiy  to  the  Throne^  tlic  Church,  and  the  People;  and 
whlci3,lbc  events  of  each  succeeding  year,  loaded,  as  itucrt, 
witli  prophetic  inspU^atioDi  varn  ua  to  presarre  sacred  and 
in  viol  Ate. 

>Vc,  therefore,  most  anstiously  desire  to  as^nrc  him  of  our 
gr^tittidr,  for  the  great  and  important  sacrilicefe  be  Ilos  atadc 
during  that  conteU,  to  the  Protestant  cause,  whereby  fae  hu 
oiferc<l  an  example,  which,  tmlesa  tt  Is  spiritedly  and  gcDv 
rally  followed  by  these  connected  vith  tlic  lajKtcd  property 
of  LrclanJ,  the  i>olttic4di'^pia)Jy  an  iJie  spiritual  aatltority  of  a 
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foreign  prince,  mu^t  lie  fixed  und  confirmed  throughout  this 
land.  It  iSj  lion-cvcr,  my  happx  lot  to  address,  on  this  oo- 
io:],  lho£<7  who,  by  their  cpiiiionfi,  expressed  ^  often  and 
puhliciy,  have  proved  that  tJiey  draw  correct  infcicnoe^ 
from  the  hiatoiy  of  past  Ages;  who  acknowledge  that, 
vljerpftoe\'Cr  i\w  spirit  of  Popory  intermingles,  it  expels 
c^x-n  the  semblance  of  toleiation,  and  aiiuibilatea  the  xjure 
e^cts  of  true  civil  aiul  religious  liberty.  I  speak  abo  to 
itlemen,  before  whom  It  is  almost  nccdfui^s  to  unfold  ibe 
'fiiorctnodeTn  Jn;«tiincetiof  Roimtn  Catholic  craft  artd  intrigue; 
you  need  not  be  warned  (o  avoid  its  wily  encroachments^ 
to  spurn  its  arrog&nt  Jesiutisin,  or  to  watch,  with  cuutlon 
and  circiinispectLon,  the  specious  diameter  of  its  professions. 
No,  gentlcmetit  even  was  it  necessary,  at  any  time,  to  remind 
the  cuy  and  couDty  of  Derry  of  the  deceitful  and  designing 
political  doctrines  which  the  Papists  would  endeavour  to  es- 
tablish, that  task  h  now  remitted. 

"We  have  seen  Lord  George  Beresford  deprived  of  his 
proud  situation,  as  a  mcmhcrof  the  Imperial  Pftrltnmcntf 
b}  the  unconstitutional  and  illegal  interference  of  the  RoraaD 
Catholic  Association,  backed  by  the  audacious  activity  of 
tlic  Pnpal  Priesthood,  who,  despising  the  mild  precepts  of 
Christ ianity,  co-operated  with  that  body,  under  the  conUol 
if  those  cnisnders  for  notoriety  and  self-aggnindtxcmcnt,  chfl 
it-^feed  barriBters  from  Dublin.  These  clerical  politicians 
applied  Io  tlje  purposes  of  election  interest,  (he  bigotry 
and  superstition  of  thu  peasantry  in  the  south,  and  afforded 
on  apposite  illustration  to  the  world,  why  it  has  uIwFiys  bceo 
their  wish  and  policy  to  keep  tijis  deluded  cWs  iii  igiioraiuie 
Bnd  error,  uneducated  anil  unenlightened. 

But  what  ims  occurred  in  Watcrfordt  The  le^timate  io- 
duenee  of  the  landed  proprietor  was  violently  assailed  and 
roverthrown;  the  free  exercise  of  the  idective  franchiiec  was 
'cl^ccked:  supcrstitioui  fear  hun«  over  the  elector  as  he 
voted,  niid  the  dread  of  excommunication  caused  him  to 
falter  in  the  performaiwe  of  liis  phghtcd  promises-  Tlic 
Priest,  the  meek  minister  of  the  Gospel,  armed  with  the  im^ 
defined  and  unlimited  power  of  the  Church,  held  the  cruci- 

B  » 


m 


SPEECH  OP  TUC 


fix,  with  our  Saviour's  image  imprinted  on  its  IVont,  to  ibe 
rcltictam  and  hc^itaiing  votor,  proffered  all  the  ble^ingsof 
hcjLVcn  to  the  npostAt<;  from  that  fidelity  wtiioh  equally  ind 
rccipiocailj'  binds  the  laodlord  and  the  tcnAiii,  while  li«_ 
heaped  all  the  terror  of  ecclesiastical  vengeance  on  the  i 
wJko  refused  to  renounce  hU  faiths  and  give  to  the  winds  I 
graiitLidc  and  conviction. 

GcTttlemea,  may  I  presume  to  urge,  that  wo  should  sbo 
by  meetings,  by  petitioDs,  by  unanimous  and  strenuous  en 
ttons,  thit  this  con>pinicy  againsit  our  conacitutional  ri^ 
demands  tlic  immediate  fitlcntion,  the  Khield,  and  redress  of 
P»irli*tmctit«  Wbtle^  withal,  we  luu^^t  bo  Mitlsficd  ihftt  m 
h»vc  only  acted  as  we  ought,  and  gratified  t\ic  lione&t  fct^ 
ings  of  our  beart^  in  receiving,  with  distinction  nnd  applaui 
an  honourable  man,  who  has  done  h'ni  duty  to  his  coimtry  t 
himself,  fircily  and  with  fortitude. 


SPEECH 

''      OF  Tll» 

RBV.  DR.  KOMNEY  ROBISSOK. 

At  (I  munKTonx  Mrcling  of  the  rroti;«tant  NDtiiliiy,  Cler 
Centry,  asAoinblcd  nl  Armagh,  Ociobcr  6th,  ifi^tJ,  At 
Georgr,  Evq.F  High  SlivrilT,  iu  ibu  Oialr,  die  Rkv,  Da.  Re 
ItoiiicHi:*,  Utc  a  Tclli^w  of  ilir  ProlcaiAnt  U&ivi:r»i(y  <>f  Dttb 
delivered  the  folluwing  eloquent  oraliovii 


Ma.  Sn£Rtrr  anp  GnNTLKMBW.— I  riac  to  return  thmil 
the  luune  of  the  Uoivcraity;  »ot>  hovi  ever,  considering 
»clf  cntided  to  appear  aa  its  repreaenbitivc  by  any  supeiior 
of  talent  or  intimacy  of  corniexton  Miih  it-     1   tee  m   tlitt^ 
a&scmbiy  some  whose  rank  nnd  c^mAtion  in  the  Univer 
far  surpaaaica  mlnr*    I  sec  many  who  have  drawn  uKire  Uxg 
from  the  sources  of  information  which  ii  afforda — but  c^xa 
at  tbe  tuKard  of  bcmi^  thought  pTcsuuiptuous,  I  am  drawn 
forward  by  an  itB|>erioua  debt  of  ^ititude,  for  none  licre 
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present  can  owe  lo  it  obligutlon»  »o  inctilcubtble  us  tIio«c  by 
ivhich  I  am  boimdi  But  for  1^  stiU  cnsUivcd  by  early  prc- 
Ju<licc«,  fctteied  in  manhood  by  the  pernicious  jirinciplefl 
which  cau^bc  my  infancy,  1  mi^bt  &till  have  been  but  a  cliild 
in  political  wjiidoni:  1  tnigbt  »r  tliiH  wry  hour  have  been 
proBliiuiing  whatever  talent  I  have  received  from  Providence, 
lo  die  subversion  of  social  ordcr^  and  llie  deslruction  of  ibc 
CoDsUlution.  l$ut  its  instruction  dispelled  the  deliuion,  and 
my  mind  yvas  opened  to  receive  this  great  truth,  that  there  la 
neither  ,siift^ij  nor  virtue  in  aught  but  u  ale«dy  and  duter- 
mii>Gd  eouri^e,  a  henrty  and  uns^wcrving  su|)porC  gf  tJic  Con- 

^fttjtution  AS  by  law  cMablisbcd.  (Cheers.) 
This  then  must  plead  my  excuse — hut  no,  1  will  make  no 
apology ;  the  sympathy,  the  cheering  of  an  us^embly  like  this, 
would  warm  the  coldest  spirit,  and  who  can  refuse  ^ourcuU! 
Yet  even  this  assemhiy  is  not  such  ns  it  ought  lo  be — one 
thing  Is  yet  wanting.  Tbey  tovrbom  in  this  season  of  doubt 
and  darger  we  look  with  conlidence  and  hope,  why  are  any 
of  them  absent  ?  One  of  those  bright  stars  by  whose  Uglit 
we  steer  amid  the  darkncs.s  and  the  storm— for  him  a  suffi- 
cient sijiology  has  been  madej  if  indeed  any  :(po1ogy  be  re- 
quisite to  those  who  know  Oeokge  Kobeut  Dawson.  But 
where  are  they  who  represent  Protestant  Fermanagh  i  Whert 
the  Rieinbtr**  for  Tyrone '!  Where  they  ol"  Loudi  ?  for  even 
in  that  county,  dishonourctl  anJ  brutified  as  it  i^  wc  retain 

I  one  defender.  Why  arc  they  not  to  be  fouml*  when  their 
duty  so  imperiously  calls  them  ?  Can  it  be,  thut  they  are  dead 
to  the  calf,  that  tbcy  arc  indiflerent  to  the  high  Protestant 
feelings  which  are  the  pride  and  the  blessing  of  Ulster? 
Can  it  be,  ibut  they  are  not  aware  of  this  meeting?  Can  it 
be,  that  they  arc  blind  to  the  past,  and  heedless  of  the  pre* 
sent?  that  they  will  not  even  take  wanting  from  the  unani- 
mity and  arc  of  their  opponents  ?  It  is  a  fault,  a  grievous 
fault,  which  I  hope  shall,  ere  long,  be  well  redeemed.*  Yet 
so,  you  are  an  asi^cmblage  of  whom  X  may  well  be  proud, 
irboflc  approbation  would  bo  cheaply  bought,  though  the 

•  ProtiMlanl  meelinpi  were  600TI  afipr  helH  in  Fcrmomagh,  Tyrone,  and 
»etettl  oiticr  cocniics  in  Lybnd. 
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price  was  danger,  or  even  death.  It  merits  to  be  valocJ 
not  because  you  comprifle  bo  much  of  rank,  wealth,  n 
epectabitity,  and  talent,  but  because  you  are  the  concentre 
essence  of  all  that  is  excellent  in  the  land,  the  chosen  flova 
of  the  chosen  portion  of  our  country,  because  you  are  P» 
testants  in  heart  and  mind. 

I  can  conceive  a  class  of  persons  whose  praise  would  itt 
press  an  instant  conviction  of  guilt,  a  brand  of  disgmei 
from  whose  admiration  every  good  roan  would  shrink  jisirm 
h  serpent,  the  self-called  liberals,  whom  we  have  heard  m 
thoroughly  exposed  to  the  contempt  they  merit ;  they  wh 
so  mask  under  the  cover  of  a  specious  name  their  hatredol 
existing  institutions,  their  indifierence  to  all  religion,  tba 
cowardly  hope  of  bartering  all  that  they  ought  to  hold  xai 
maintain  for  personal  security.  But  on  beings  so  iiiei» 
spirited,  eo  ignoble,  it  is  useless  to  dwell ;  they  hare  no  plan 
among  us ;  and  we  attach  little  more  importance  to  the  ^ 
probation  of  those  whom  they  patronize,  the  claimants  d 
emancipation.  They  excite  pity  rather  than  contempt  a 
aversion;  they  do  require  emancipadon,  and  I  trust  shd 
have  it,  an  emancipation  from  the  thraldom  of  their  clergy; 
a  liberation  from  the  yoke  of  superstition.  They  are  lib 
those  wretches  whom  the  cruelty  of  their  northern  anceston 
pressed  down  by  hurdles  into  a  morass  to  perish  by  a  lingo- 
ing  death ;  their  spiritual  tyrants  the  instruments  of  tortm^ 
their  hopeless  ignorance  the  gulph  in  which  they  sink.  Art 
such  persons  qualified  to  decide  on  the  destiny  of  our  nation 
or  reform  our  Constitution !  In  every  rank,  from  the  hord 
of  the  peasant  to  the  stately  palaces  of  the  aristocracfi 
they  stand  in  intellectual  fniltivation,  and  its  attendant  ble» 
ings  far  below  their  Protestant  brethren.  I  shall  be  csIM 
illiberal,  but  I  state  facts- 

In  my  parochial  labours  I  have  often  remarked  the  dife^ 
ence  between  their  cottages;  a  practised  eye  will  discemii 
once  the  religion  of  the  inmate  by  the  appearance  of  Mi 
dwelling — superior  comfort,  decency,  cleanliness,  being  aa  i 
were  the  temporal  rewards  of  true  religion.  Shall  I  bi 
thought  a  partial  witness?     Take  the  evidence  of  one  ofthi 
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aKh-detJiagoguc's  satellites  (Uric)  whose  dulness  cRcii  defeats 
tjie  mbchief  which  he  pUins^  He  Jutcly,  wbcn  seeking  to 
ditide  a  tenantry  from  their  landlord,  stated  thi£  distinctly : 
^'  Look  round  you,"  suid  ho, "  ul  your  I^otestaat  neighbtiiH-.s  j 
compare  your  lot  with  theirs,  are  tbey  not  bett^ir  fed  than 
you;  better  clothed,  bolter  lodged?''  He  chose  to  refer  the 
diQercnuc  to  tyruiiny  I  oppremon !  partial  magistrates,  &c* 
but  h^  k»ew  tliAt  hts  explanation  wa£  fabe,  be  knew  it  in  hia 
iiouli  for  on  tbjit  e^^lule  the  Koiii^n  Catholics nerc  encourai^cd, 
were,  I  mi^lit  abnost  say,  picferred  to  Protestants;  all  pos- 
sible kindness  was  iieaped  upon  them,  tbeir  religion  is  predo- 
minant in  tliut  dbtrict^and  the  incvitfi1>lee<inelu»Qni»;,  that  it 
makes  ibein  misernljlc  because  it  keeps  them  ignorant- 

If  wc  ascend  in  the  scale  of  society,  the  diiQcrence  conti- 
nnes;  the  middle  class  of  landed  proprietors,  am)  the  coin^ 
inercial  rank,  seem  as  if  pressed  down  by  thi^  operation  of 
a  dc:td  weight,  whieh  prevents  thetn  from  altmning  that  v£in-- 
t«gc  ground  which  their  wealth  might  stem  to  claiiDp  but 
ivhich  cinnot  he  reached  by  minds  fettered  in  tbo  trammels 
of  superstition,  and  disabled  firom  any  vigorous  exertion  of 
intellectual  cultivation.     Their   tiisk-musterN  know  that  as 
soon  as  their  followers  prc:»um4>  to  think  for  thcnibclrcSr  thcij 
sway  IH  lost.    J'hey  act  Uke  the  ravages  of  the  fable,  who  de- 
prived their  slaves  of  reason  by  poisonous  drugs,  lest  they 
ehoukl  fly  from  the  horrors  of  their  condition-     But  in  the 
highest  ranks  of  society  tlie  prospect  is  yet  move  gloomy; 
there  is  not  on  earlh  a  more  admirable  being  than  the  Pro- 
teiftaiit  gentlemau^  tUo  Protectant  nobleman,  ornamentiiig  his 
high  sUiCion  by  nn  e^tlightencd  and  cultivated  understanding, 
lintlowing  it  by  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  that  i-ehgion 
which  he  knows  and  feels  to  be  true;  while  the  unhappy 
Kuman  CaUiolic,  subjected  by  bis  superior  importance  to  a 
more  rigorous  control  from  his  spiritual  guides,  is  either 
utterly  enslaved  by  them,  and  bavreU  from  the  attainments 
becoming  bis  rank,  cT  it' he  be  of  more  elastic  spint,  he  makes 
lO  dUlinclion  between  the  Church  of  Christ  aad  the  rubbish 
ich  they  have  heaped  upon  it — he  ruslics  into  desperate 
elity  made  yet  more  di*!guitling  by  hypocrisy. 


some  aay  of  peculiar  nappinesa,  assisting  at  an  a 
where  some  miserable  Jew,  or  more  miHerable  be 
had  dared  to  read  the  Bible,  and  find  that  Popei 
of  God,  is  "  burnt  at  a  slow  fire."  Feel  the  advan 
possess,  and,  feeling,  secure  them;  give  to  all  wt 
infiuence  a  moral  and  religious  education.  Hoi 
your  affections  the  Word  of  God — diffupe  and  ci 
through  the  land;  for  it  is  the  talisman  at  whose 
throne  of  the  "  man  of  sin"  shall  shiver  into  dust. 

And  this  recalls  me  to  that  body*  on  behalf  c 
address  you.  During  its  existence  it  has  been  i 
and  essentially  Protestant.  It  was  founded  for  th^ 
of  opposing  the  growth  of  Popery  in  Ireland,  by 
rioufl  Sovereigni"  who  may  he  said  to  have  establ 
Church  of  England  in  its  actual  stability  and  beaul 
fostered  by  her  successor,^  by  him  whose  wise 
colonizing  Ulster  with  Protestants,  has  secured  at 
province  of  our  country  from  barbarism.  In  prosp 
distress,  in  calm  and  in  storm,  in  good  and  ill  re 
University  was  true  to  its  principles,  from  which 
could  make  it  swerve.  For  it  was  not  exempt  fr 
We  have  been  told,  that  history  is  but  an  old  ali 
that  its  records,  the  collected  experience  of  so  man^ 
many  nations,  is  worse  than  useless^  is  infinitely  lesE 


than    thA  faatiii 


t\f  y\t    ci¥i  insinij- 
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Stuurts  wns  Tortuiiate  m  obtaining  sx  fit  ii»lniai«nt  fur  bis 
fleccign  of  purify iog  Kb  only  rcmmning  Kin^doui  from  the 
BUun  of  licrcay,  a  ttiorough  UbcrtiJ,  the  tlicii  Li>i'U  Lieul<;jiaiil» 
a  Richard  bj  name,  the  infamj  ofwhoae  character  can  uctcr 
ndic*  Tbin  man  ronn»cllcd  his  master  to  coouuctLcc  by  the 
deetruclion  oflhc  Univoreity;  and  the  first  blow  \rao  Mnick 
through  the  mcJiuin  of  a  Priest^  who,  by  a  alron^c  ^tolUy, 
wft«  a  Dr,  Doyle.  That  dmtlarity  of  dcsitiiiy  1  trust  will 
continue,  for  Doyle  blundered  m  hi  a  inat  ructions,  And 
by  giving  premature  warnmg,  defeated  hia  aim;  when  Art 
failcdj  open  violence  waa    u&ei ;    the  fellowa  were  cjeetccli 

Ilheir  Ghainbcra  iilled  with  pnooners,  and  horses  stabled  in 
their  chapel^^thcir  T*rry  library  wa*  tlcvotcd  to  tbc  ilauiea, 
when  tlic  victory  of  the  Bojiie  arrested  j^craecudoiij  and 
delivered  as,  1  truster  ever  from  spiritual  o;^pre»sion» 
But,  the  merits  of  the  Uuiversity  do  not  cunaiot  mtirely  in 
-|Miticncc  under  per^eution;  it  has  gtvcn  to  out  cause  m«ny 
of  it»  noblcat  chtnipions  ;  it  were  useless  to  name  those  living 
omumenta  of  the  Protestant  name  whom  you  know  aJld 
cherish  i  it  were  1or;g  lo  tell  of  those  who  were  uaaster-splnt* 
til  the  timed  of  old*  But  there  nre  some  who  cannot  be 
I  pa»cd  by.  Who  has  not  beard  of  Ushci"»  that  oriiamcnt  of 
■  tbc  priEiiacy>  who,  when  yet  a  cliild,  foiled  in  debate  a  Jesuit, 
\      more  able  and   not  Ic&s  dishonest  than  him  who  in  our  own 

IdajA  baa  confounded  certain  children  of  a  larger  growth? 
AVbo  that  IS  u  real  Protestant  docs  not  venerate  her  immortal 
■works,  the  inexhaustible  magazine  of  those  weapons,  which, 
whenever  Popery  exhibits  its  doctrhics  on  the  field  of  oentcst, 
crush  it  with  unfailing  certainty?  Who  is  ignorant  of  BedclFs 
fiune,  who  has  left  u»  an  auxiliJiry  which,  1  trust>  shall  at  no 
xcmole  date  carry  Uie  warfuve  into  the  citudcl  of  our  eacuiy, 
the  Iribh  Scriptures  1  ^hoseminU  presented  in  perfect  beauty 
tlie  graces  of  the  Christian  character  \  who,  when  confined  in 
a  dump  ami  unwholesome  prUon  by  the  murderers  of  16tl» 
fought  "  the  goi>d  Hght"  to  the  last,  and  resigning  bis  spirit 
to  Ood  tliat  gave  it,  extorted  even  from  those  men  of  blood, 
the  ackaowledgiitcnt  that  he  was  a  man  of  God?  E'Ot  me 
iidd  to  thcac  two  divines,  ^  layuiaUf  of  no  commou  merit,  and 
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I  shall  have  |frorod  tho  cbim  of  the  Unirorstty  to  yon 
regard  \  his  ntimv  may  oound  strange  In  your  eare,  the  record 
of  his  docdc  be  uiiiinotvn  or  forgotten  by  you^  but  tliia 
not  to  bu. 

Wo  iKJw  content  o*ir»clvc«  with  rotcEing  the  ncvritpsf 
And  pamphlets  ofthc  day,  to  the  cxdusion  of  the  tnio  fo< 
iainii  of  potiticul  knowted^,  and  thus  continue  ignoranLof 
the  true  principlct^  tvhich  should  influenoo  our  ooiiduct    Let 
mo  then  cntraac  your  indulgenco  irhilo  1  rotracc  one  of 
Qid  Almtmaf^kt^    The  ntisguidcd  James,  di&«ati«ficd  with 
dilatory  prooccduigs  of  hU  ^linitilcrd,  urged  more  active  met- 
tu res— Lord  Lictit<»uuit,  Chief  Juatie^:,  Attorney  Q<>nerjii 
Parlijimcnt,  all  were  derotod  to  his  cau8c»  and  they  prodti 
Iho  twost  atrocious  act  ibat  perh&]>8  was  ever  frunicd, 
cocaindnded  a  number  of  peraon^s  who  were  named  m 
Burreiidcr  tbcittAcVet  before  a  certain  day  \  it  attjiinte^  ihow 
who  should  not  comply,  declared  them  traitors,  and  ]>r»- 
nounce<l  the  forfeiture  of  all  their  possoBeiona.     The 
coinpnue^,    in  brief,  <i\-txy  Protectant  of  uote  or  name 
Ireland;  I  found  m  it  the  name  of  CAulfield-— *hnd  I  for 
i«hcii  the  record  wa^  in  my  poi^cdsion,  that  what  V^would^ 
coi»c  io  pa&a,  I  might  have  found  the  mune  of  BrowrdiTir. 
But  it  may  be   Mid,  tbia  ia  tlio  vengeaibce  exacted  by  » 
triumphant  party  from  itn  Tan(|ui4hed   enemy.      No^  ^^^H 
Chairman,  it  w(i?i  of  a  deeper  dye^  of  a  wickcdneae  whk^H 
coutd  only  bavc  been  engendered  by  the  Ingobry  which  pro- 
duced iti    Tlie  act  waa  not  pul>lbhcd  till  the  day  of  miirendrr 
wail  padt,  and  thun  thi:  ilowcr  of  the  n^ition  were  intended  U^Jfl 
be  eon^igncd  to  beggary  and  judicial  murder,  without  ti^^H 
pouibiltty  of  cacapc-     Nay,  more,   ua  Lf  tliey  feared  th^^" 
James  uughe  shrink  from  tl>e  exectition  of  his  own  wishes, 
thij  act  contained  a  elauac  proriding  that  the  ''  King  fihould 
hare  no  power  to  pardon  under  it,'*  thus  loppwiff   frum  tbe 
prerogative  ita  noblest  branch.     When  1  add  that  this  my^ 
tery  of  iniquity  waa  penetrated  by  Mr.  Cughlan,  the  rupre- 
tentative  of  tbe  Uubllii    Uni\-er:»ity, — that  ho  wamrd   tive 
Protectant  leodcrtt  to  be  upon  their  guard, — xhvx  thia  wacjjiog 
sent  out  the  heroes  of  EnnifkiUon  to  the  field,  aoi 
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H  ll>c  fire  wliicK  bbntctl  tlic  auuiaiits  of  Deny,  have  I  not 

fiud  enough,  OT  U  taorc  required,  to  show  how  much  wc  me 

ukdubU'd  tu  ihc  UuivcriiUy?     NccU  I  temiiid  you  of  Swiftj 

whO)  were  he  on  earth,  how  deiujigo^ucj*  nw\  associations 

K  vn>uJ4  mouMer  iuto  a«he5  before  the  lij^htniiig  of  hU  iiidigiiu- 

H  Iron !  of  IVf  olyiicujc,  thi:  friend  of  Locke,  the  friend  of  libcity, 

^f-who  retired  front  the  polluted  land  ^hich  he  could  not  save, 

tuid  leturned  when  the  victorious  fool  of  WiUioji^  pri;s«cd  lis 

I  nhores and  cleanf^d it» atainsi^  utid  reprc.icnting our  UmteraiCv 

Hti  Parliameiit,  »ided  iu  the  onuctnwnt  uf  tttosic  restrict iouti, 

wliiclif    tliough   some  hjivc  since  been  relaxed^  caniiut  he 

^  touUy  di^ulvcd  vritboul  the  ruin  of  ihe  Coniititutiun.    How 

Euiuat  /le  look  down  on  the  dej^encrute  policy,  die  sliorL-sighted 

Twcakness  of  lua  euccctsor! !  (Mr.  Plunkott.) 

Aiid  thib  tends  nie  to  the  only  part  of  my  subject  wliieh  it 
\  iuipo^ihk  (u  touch  ivithout  paiit;  Jind  would  1  cculd  deny 
rkh  trutJi  that  the  rrotc^taat  Uiuvomity  of  Dobliti,  Abates 
with  the  Proi^sCanL  County  of  Artn^tgh,  the  misfortune  of 
bctng  inadequately  represented.  Of  ibe  delusion  which  gave 
I  it  an  organ  in<:a^^b]e  of  uttering  its  acntiinents ;  a  man  wliosc 
ko|>tnion^  are  at  utter  variance  with  tht;  (1  believe)  utiunimous 
[voice  of  its  ccnsiituenlj^ — whose  political  conduct  has  otWn 
een  o)>pQ»>d  lo  ihdr  best  interests ;  who  lias  even  ahown  on 
,  Ule  occasion  how  Uttle  he  re;^peets  ibt^m  peri^onallyj  wheu 
thdr  icrKtimony  would  bring  to  light  truthtt  adverse  to  his 
L{mrty — J  have  nothing  to  ^^ty,  for  1  uaii  nAy  notliiug  that  would 
[sau&fy  myirfjlf,  And  yet  they  arc  more  fortunate  than  this 
I  county,  for  they  may  plead  in  esteiiuiitioDt  if  not  excuse,  the 
ft»«ociations  of  early  talent:,  the  asbociatioiu  of  contemporary 
^twb  and  triumphs;  tbcy  ina)  urge  official  rank,  political  con- 
sbtency,  gi'eati  and  till  lately,  unimpeachabi^  talent,  ^rbich 
J  baa  Lii  some  instances  been  gloriously  exerted  for  tbe  good 
Hof  the  empire.  Yet  &ti))  the  btot  remains,  and  we  can 
"only  hope  that  tbc  Univernily  may  never  in  future  be  so 
-unfortunate. 

B  Before  i  4;oiicludc,  let  mc  suggest  to  you  the  Luiproprioty 
^of  letthi^  thlfi  meeting  dissolve  without  eomc  praciicat  result^ 
&4UDcdiingmorcpurui«iieitt  thiiii  ihucxprusMonofsejituucKts, 
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however  truo  or  coikstirutionttlly  exprcf^^ccl.  Wc  have,  1  fnl 
anured,  experionoed  mucli  good  from  ilio  events  q(  iliH 
eTt,-tiiiig:  let  us  lake  measures  iq  ensure  their  recunenee- 
lAJt  U9f  At  li^ast,  uitile  our»(:^lvea  by  tlie  ties  of  Moctnl  micf-' 
ccurse.  tvi  ire  art  joined  hy  iltoat  of  a  coqinion  fiiith  and  t 
common  tntcTrst.  If  justice  lud  lost  it-t  impartial  character, 
and  while  tc  pennltied  one  party  to  violaie  the  lair,  and  out- 
rage Govemmem^  regarded  witli  suspicion  and  visited  vlUi 
vengeance  even  the  dcicnsive  effort*  of  the  other — evea  in 
tliat  worst  case,  which  1  hope  cjin  rcver  coxnc  to  pa^s,  ilif 
Protestants  of  Ulster  should  know  each  other.  Let  us  diSott 
amoDg  the  Proteataiiu  of  ilie  province  of  Ulster  the  hitl 
of  personal  ncr|ituinlance,  and  no  longer  r^-mnin  u^  wearej 
present,  tJie  insulated  members  of  a  niightj  body. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  to  recommend  the  tawlej^s  exaoipEri 
our  adversaries;  but  we  retjuire  to  know  each  other, 
strengthen  oar  moral  resources,  and  to  seek  relief  bi 
sympathy  of  friendship,  from  that  storm  of  per^cution 
wliicit,  in  «corn  of  our  cahimniators,  1  assort  that  th;; 
testants  are  assailed— of  tliat  persecution  I  have  eT«n  tUi  ^ 
night  heard  details.  I  do  not  wish  to  excite  any  angr^  (t^ 
Ings ;  hut  In  Justice  to  ourselves  tliey  ought  to  be  tranaiiii:^ 
[n  an  authentic  torra  to  the  legislature  which  too  oflaic«e- 
founds  the  silence  of  complaint  with  the  absence  of  irrofnj- 
1  have  ao  doubt  that  such  a  pi'opOKRl  will  be  stigmatiied  tt 
ilhberal;  by  tht»tinic,  f  tru»t,  wc  understand  the  actual  vilur 
of  that  epithet;  and  whiJc  convinced  of  the  legality  of  o» 
cenduclj  and  the  rectitude  gf  our  intentions,  viU  stuhimt  U  i* 
with  patience.  We  shall  hear  that  the  Roman  Catholics  will 
be  exasperated  by  our  presuming  to  dine  togcthcT  foai«« 
five  times  a-year;  many  of  them  would,  if  left  to  ifacirova 
feelings,  1  am  firmly  convinced,  live  with  us  tn  perfect  jieaoc; 
and  they  who  guide  them  eantiot  be  more  hostile  than 
are  at  present.  Do  what  ire  may,  they  cannot  bate  ut  i 
th.in  thry  do- 

And  as  to  danger — is  that  i  motire  to  influence  the  gcnenw 
or  brave  i    Let  the  unprinctplc<l  agitator  talk  of  his  five,  I 
six,  seven,  eight  millions  of  Roman  Catholics— the  wt 
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popolatton  of  Ireland  not  vxccvding  ttx — Itt  him  taunt  us 
with  our  five  hundred  ihouKand,  when  m  VIsier  and  Lclmter 
alone  thero  are  n  mlllLon  and  a  bAlfof  Proie^unts.  All  thEt 
is  folly.  Undm'IpliriedDumWrti  never wonatield ;  we  hiivesccn 
in  IndU  ntillion^  Kwejit  anAy  befure  ji  hniidftil  of  Kuropeans 
— a  few  lliousamh  of  otir  foref^ihen;  ^altered  all  Hw  mighty 
hoEis  of  myriads  of  their  Romitn  Catholic  country nwiii  For 
me,  when  Sir  George  lilU  Is  present,  it  ts  unnecessary  to  re* 
mind  you  of  the  men  of  Derry  ;  but  1  owe  to  that  i-ounty» 
where  tite  lot  of  my  bfc  waif  iwurly  cant,  not  to  ptu/Jt  in  viknoe 
the  dcfctice  of  Fermanagh  by  S>000  of  its  gollant  people 
against  fonr  potent  armies  guided  by  one  of  the  ablest  irent^rab 
of  the  age.  They  were  Invincible  in  moral  su^ngtli  und  tbe 
aiauranoc  thnt  God  vas  with  diem. 

If,  therefore,  it  nm«i  be  so,  Irt  their  leader,  whoever  ho 
may  be,  *onie  bold,  bad  wan,  fierce  in  the  debate  and  timid 
In  tite  field,  cheer  on  Iiia  millions  to  that  combat  of  wbieh 
he  Iovon  io  talk,  bm  \vi  him  know  that  ih(*y  go  to  tm^vitable 
ilestniction.  J^ven  did  you  &Utn\  alone,  the  event  would  not 
be  doubtful,  btit,  ttith  Hritaiii  by  your  side,  a  week— nay,  a 
day,  would  cru^h  his  power  wkI  ho|>e*,  never  to  mc  agnin. 
No  doubt  indnidualfi  would  suRcr  much  nt  the  moment  of 
erploision;  but  who  would  shrink  when  his  reward  would  be 
go  great?  No  douU  our  condition  is  i>ot  free  from  peril; 
but  it  muKt  terminate  in  Ihe  happiness  of  this  country.  Our 
state  is  that  of  the  tropical  regions  nt  ihe  beginning  of  tlieir 
apring— the  ground  is  dry  and  parclied,  the  sky  dark  and 
threateniDg,  the  air  fraugbi  with  every  element  of  tempi^^t — 
st  length  ihe  »torm  bun<l.s  the  thunder  roars,  the  bolt 
ihivers  tree  ai>d  tower,  but  its  fury  die«  away,  a  shower 
fbUows  the  elemental  strife,  and  the  havoc  that  the  former 
has  made  ia  ef^tced  by  the  rapid  and  luxuriant  vegetation 
tbot  succeeds;  the  earth  is  clothed  with  beauty,  and  tbe 
heart  of  man  is  filled  with  gladness. 
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r£lLOir  OY  TKlStnc  COLLE^Ef  i>irBLry. 


When  Uic  ProteM&nt  Clergy  nnd  ilentry  cntt-riaiAMl  Coloiul ' 
at  On»gh,  Couoty  of  Tyroap,  xht  High  ShrrilT,  >ltt.  Vfiisr.  to 
du;  Oinir,  November  ti,  ISSG.  on  -'  The  Prou^Uiit  Uoiverflt;  df 
Dublin*'  being  given,  the  IU:\,  Ciiahj.li  BottuK,n  Fcliow  ofi 
Uoivccttity  loWf  tuid  t!i[i»  *d<irvtw:U  llic  Meeting* 


Mk.  Subbiff  a»d  GttNTi.KHEi«< — The  toast  vrLich  ]ia«  1 
just  iiniiounci:d  to  you,  and  ^hkb  Iioa  betfu  »o  wftrmly  ] 
ccivcd,  cjiIIb  lui^  forwanl,  els  tlii;  seiiiur  toumbcTof  UioU 
now  picsetitp  to  cfler  you  niy  ackiiovleJfjUH^nu*  The 
Mire  wbich  I  feel  in  addre^^sing  an  assembly  like  the  prewnl; 
15  much  enhanced  by  tlic  reflection  tbat  1  nm  connected  mb 
an  iiL^tilutioj},  whtcb  traoei>  the  dale  oX  bcr  existence  to  ibc 
earliest  tsiablishmcot  of  Froi«»1antism  in  tliis  country.  The 
lej^ifilaturc  uf  the  Und  luu  coanmtled  to  bur  charge  tbc  trdu- 
Ctttwn  of  the  youth  of  dUTeit^ut  comniunioits  io  this  countij ; 
and  there  are  many  duties  of  a  judkial  nature*  belonging  to 
the  heads  of  ihfit  body,  wliich  it  U  of  txiiportance  to  have 
difclurged,  not  ni<rTely  uprightly  but  without  eren  ^u5l>lcioll 
of  [HUUalitj^thatthe  stream  of  Justice  ±iliou]d  be  not  mcrdjr 
untcloted  but  iinsuUied,  Doubcleav,  we  conEcmplstc  cui 
emergency,  in  whkh  ^he  inuKt  coutc  forward  to  assert  i 
piincipk^  to  which  Uie  owes  hvt  cxUicnce,  There  is  4  { 
at  which  forbearance  would  cease  to  be  a  virtue*  Thjtf 
time  once  already  arrived,  and  uctsig  upon  tho£C  pricci* 
pies*  her  meiubcra,  in  t]ie  days  of  Jinnev  II.  vuhmitted  to_ 
expulsion  and  want. 

Mr.  PluukeU*  geutlcmcti,  obtained  possession  of  the  ] 
seutauon  of  Dublin  College  at  a  period  in  whicb  the  qu 
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I  of  Roiiun  Catholic  cmaiicipntioii  had  not  u  yet  asautoed  an 
I  uttUudfT  fio  vitally  menacing  the  existence  of  our  Constitution. 
LHc  had  upon  the  College  great  claims — tlie  chtim  of  great 
Italent — and  the  great  claim  of  extend<rd  private  fricndfitiip 
laciong  it«  elector*.  HU  connexion  with  ihc  government  of 
rthc  Country  i^  now  £iEpenidded — and,  above  all,  the  univil- 
I  lingness  in  calmer  and  graver  minds  to  involve  in  the  voitex 
I  of  political  diJGUiision  young  ]n«n  within  their  care, 
I  Bdt  nothing  ciin  ho  more  erroneous  ihan  the  coiicltimns 
Idmwn  from  Iliosc  two  fucU  to  which  \  have  adveitcd — 
[namely,  that  the  body  is  wanting  in  the  anxiouB  wish  for 
I  the  prosperity  of  Protestantism  in  this  kingdom.  'Wh^t 
[{gentlemen!  thnt  she,  faunded  on  Protestant  principles,  mid 
lendowcfl  by  Protestant  munificence — that  she  should  forget 
■  the  spirit  which  everywhere  breathes  through  her  charters, 
Ito  which  every  mcmhcr  of  her  body  is  bound  by  oath  iq 
lobedience — that  those  members  should  forget  theit  oath  on 
adint^sien  to  the  Corporation,  to  make  the  advancement  of 
the  Protestant  Church  the  end  and  objects  of  their  pursuits 
[tlirough  Ute ;  that  they  filiotdd  forget  that  this  advancement 
hs  the  cau»c  alleged  by  James  1.  for  bestowing  upon  them 
[the  elective  franchise.— Impot^ihle.  Was  I  to  speak  from 
Fmy  cwn  observation,  1  migtit  securely  Hay,  that  ottt  of  the 
ainety-aix  College  electora^  I  am  not  itc(iu:itnteil  with  twelve 
Ihohling  sentiments  favourable  to  Koinan  Catholic  emanciptL-* 

lOD- 

Btfore  1  i^it  d<iwn»  gentlemen,  let  me  endeavour  Co  impresa 
ipon  your  mind  the  importance,  nay,  the  necessity  of  imme- 
tdiat^  e:^ei'tion.  Petition  Parliament.  Tell  the  te^isUturc 
[that  your  opinions  have  been  misrepresented— that  the  Pro- 
I  tcKtants  of  this  countrj  are  opposed  to  what  ia  called  Roman 
[Cathohc  emancipation.  Pub  he  opinion  has  great  weight  in 
lull  Slate  measures  in  this  free  couutry.  Have  a  care  that 
flndolence  or  negligence  should  throw  thb  weight  into  the 
[other  scidc.  Vou  have  the  feeling  of  tJie  people  of  Ei^land 
Iftlong  with  you— you  have  an  advocate  in  tub  riosTauBJECT 
lor  THE  State.    You  have   the  wisdom  of  Eldon  and 
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LtvLR]*ooL  approving  you — you  haTc  able  supporters 
your  cause  in  boih  Hou»e«  of  Parliiiiiicnt— you  ha^-e  tJie 
talents,  the  zeal,  o(  tbc  honest,  able,  and,  above  all,  ihe 
willing  Ge^oroic  Dawsion  iu  your  servicti — yoxi  Imvt:  [he 
Gimncss,  the  ability,  tbe  Hi>Dt!e!i«  iiuegrttyaml  British  heart 
of  RoniiKT  Pkkl  erigs&ged  tii  yoar  cause.  He  steers  Ihe 
bark  whJdi  c^litiu  the  Pr»iv:«iitnt  ConsEitulioo  and  lU  for* 
times — though  the  vtorm  bursty  and  the  sea  break,  tritfa  him 
at  ihc  helm,  «h«:  puts  htrr  hew  Co  the  wave,  aittl  fuStCS  Of^ 
the  perik  of  the  deep — 

"  Such  in?n;«ro  rsiflcd  tosufinn  nnd  coiDnuitul, 
WhL'u  I'rovidt^oce  ni«^Aiiii  nit^rcy  tti  a  land ; 
He  sprakst  ood  thc-y  appear — 10  hitn  ihey  owe 
Skll]  v>  direct,  and  itxrtu[^ih  L>  airikr  ilie  blow — 
To  mature  wicli  oddrt'sii,  Lo  ncixc  with  power, 
The  criaia  of  Uic  dork,  decisive  hour," 


The  dccinve  hour  h  now  at  Itand — and  that  it  be 
dark  rests  with  the  Protestants  themselves.  If  we  be  tntfl 
to  our  catrj;e  we  may  defy  our  enemies.  If  Prot««taiiIi 
be  firm,  let  the  Kooinn  Catholic  Assoctatioa  bluster  u  it 
wdl — let  them  rejoice  in  die  ralseriet  of  their  counu? 
over  the  wants  of  the  peaflantry — the  embflrrassment  of  liw 
merchant — or  let  them  gloat  with  aaivage  ferocity  over  the 
bodily  indisposition  of  her  prince— yet  ail  will  avail  nothiaf. 
They  may  set  the  country  in  a  flame — hut  their  own  came 
will  perish  in  the  conftagratton;  whilst  Protestantism,  likf 
the  heart  of  her  illustriuuE  and  blessed  martyrr  will  be  tomA^ 
unconsumed  in  the  ashes. 

Let  the  Protestants  come  forward  now,  or  let  them  coa 
forward  never.  Let  them  come  forward  fearlessly— ului 
have  we  to  fear?  (Cheers,  and  cries  of  "  Nothing  to  feaiO 
Shall  the  Protestants,  who  possess  moeteen-lwentieilis  cf 
the  property  of  the  country,  be  intimidated!  ^Cnc^ 
of  "No— never.")  Lei,  thcn»  the  Protestant*  come  Jbr- 
ward  boldly,  and  represent  to  the  legislature  tlie  dangen 
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by  vrhicli  the  Consiittition  is  beset,  ftn<L  tlie  legislature  viU 
steo  to  tbeir  voices.    When  the  ProtestAnU  do  tliis,  they 
vin  bare  performed   their  duty  to  thdr  country,  to  tMr 
allies  auU  po^terit)'^  jLnd  Diay  God  prosper  tlieir  cuitiooft. 
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Ct  n  ikiimermift  M<*iin(i  of  iltc  I'rotettlflni  Clergy  and  Gentry,  held 
;n  Armagh,  Ociobti  iK  ltt:;<i.  A,  St.  Gcorp?,  K»q,,  I  ligh  Shtnff 
ot  itiv  i-ouMty,  ui  the  Cliuii',  the  Rkv.  !>«.  Mii.li(Ib,  Utc  «  Fellow 
of  Trmity  Collt^c,  Dublin,  aditrcMcil  the  uftaumbUgC  in  the 
IbUotriog  eloquent  [iianncr. 


-On 


Cliuicli,  I 


^: 


l>Art  of  ihe  E^iablUhed 
rL^pcl  A  chnv^i:  of  illibendity,  wIiicU  htm  btrtu  freijacutly 
bn>u^ht  a^kllu^t  uh,  because  we  nre  dcslrouv  of  contJiming  to 
hold  chat  po:<itioii  in  which  we  liavc  bi^rii  !«tfttioitcd  by  ibi; 
Constitution-     I  have  hoard  inuchf  Sir,  of  libeiality  <J5  a  inoAt 

QBiDiendablc  |H'iiKU[de  of  action.  I  have  been  told,  (bst  it 
U  uiiwortliy  of  ;i  reasDiiable  iiud  rcQccluig  naxn  not  to  be 
liberal;  and  thtxi  in  all  our  public  conduct  wc  uuj^hl  to  be 
guided  only  by  a  cunsidcrdtiou  of  what  in  liberal,  4iiid  what 
H  ihc  contrary.  This  grand  principle  of  libt-rality  ha^^  aUo 
Leej)  described  to  tne  as  the  perfeciiou  of  the  impiovcuieut 
of  the  |ii-e»vni  dri)^  .lU  the  narrotv  prrgudiceb  and  hmitadona 

ffoimi^r  tinier  Having  bi:en  at  length  con^plctcly  cx|>lodtjd. 
'I  dclcnuTncil,  therefore,  to  use  my  bubt  excrllum  for  n^cer- 
tuining  what  this  pruici|)lc  of  libeiality  is,  tliat  I   might  be 

nabled  to  act  up  to  the  dignity  or  wj  nature^  by  regulating 
niy  coiiduci  hi  »lrict  correspondence  to  3  chuructcnfitic  so 
iioble. 


upKKCu  or  rut 


Tbe  &m  person  whom  1  comutted  od  tbia  iotci 
quefttion,  tiir,  diiccc«d  me  to  read  a  treatise  writttn  by  the 
Ktvereiul  Sydney  Smith,  which  wcs  represented  to  me  as  tbe 
very  oritclc  of  liberAlily.  I  studied  it  accordingly  with  tho 
most  eagor  curiosity.  In  this  oracular  work  1  found  indvitil 
mauy  things  uhich  seemed  to  me  a  little  stiange ;  but  I  con- 
Cinucd  to  n-nd  in  the  expectation  timt  all  would  be  expJaiaed 
and  reconciled  when  1  should  come  to  tbe  conclusion.  Btf 
what  was  my  suq>n/c  at  finding  thjtl  what  this  admirrd 
nrritcr  rccomracndod  coiihl  not  be  hberality  at  all !  *'  I  id- 
vise  you,"  said  he  to  the  electors,  "  never  to  give  tv  vote  sa 
any  isaot  %^'ho^  only  title  for  asking  it  is,  that  be  meam  to 
contutue  the  punish  tiK^nts,  privittiousi,  an<t  incapadtJe^  of  lo} 
human  beings,  tnGTelg  1icc£4use  they  worship  God  in  tJie  vij 
they  think  best/'  Now,  Sir,  as  I  certainly  would  neitbs 
imposo  nor  continue  any  punishment^  privationj  or  ioca^ 
city,  for  any  ^ucli  reason,  anil  ^  I  verily  bdicrc  that  nettba 
would  any  one  Indhidtml  in  this  room  act  upon  such  a  piii- 
ciple,  and  yet  am  strongly  inclined  to  believe  that  i  and  the 
whole  company  surrounding  me,  are  all  considered  by  the 
liberal  party  ^x^  very  illiberal,  1  am  forced  to  conclwle  tlm 
the  llevcrcnd  Sydney  Smith  really  knew  nottung  about  lb< 
matter,  or  at  least  did  not  choose  to  trust  the  public  with 
sentiments. 

In  this  embarrasament,  Sir,  I  judgetl  it  neccssar)-  to  I; 
recourse  again  to  pcrsonatl  inquiry,  and  I  accordingly  ((i; 
tione<l  some  of  my  friends,  who  professed  to  belong  to  lb 
new  and  attractive  school.  By  them  I  vas  inibrmcd  tut 
the  grand  principle  is  to  niike  no  distiiictions  auumg  itf* 
on  account  of  any  religious  peculiarities,  but  to  open  nliU 
to  all  the  power  and  the  advantage  of  every  situation  in  the 
Estate.  1  heard  much  at  tiie  same  tinve  of  the  abwiule  ar 
cessj^  of  having  all  altars  free,  and  of  tlic  nbocciiiabk 
vickedness  of  stanJing  bet^vccn  a  mnn  and  hii  God.  By 
'these  additional  obK^nations  1  was  r^^t  a  little  puxzled;  for 
1  knew  of  no  altar  which  i^  not  oa  free  as  tlte  most  tnMt 
votary  can  dc^re,  and  tJie  only  p^r^on,  who,  according  tt 
my  view  of  tbe  matter,  suiuls  between  a  man  and  tut  G 
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U  the  Hainan  CaUiolic  Priest,  who  is  rather  «  fuTOUvite  with 
Uie  libtra]  party. 

However,  JSir,  getting  over  these  difficulties  a8  well  as  I 

coulii,  or  rather  pushirg  thetn  aikle  out  of  my  way, !  directed 

my  attention  to  the  principle  itself.    This  I  could  distinctly 

understand;    and  so  far  my  object  of  inquiry  wa*  AttCLincd. 

iJut  I  couJd  not  avoid  comidering  with  inysulf,  whether  those 

fwho  professed   this  doctrine  did  &irly  net  up  to  Uieir  own 

IprindpJ*;.     Wlu'n  I  look  round  mc  in  society,  I  see  a  great 

[multitudo  of  pergoits,  who  ore  indeed  subject  to  tlie  disad- 

■Tanlage^  of  havirig  no  properly^  but  in  every  oUicr  respect 

'  are  men  just  like  otlier«,     Noir,  if  wc  arc  required  by  this 

LpHncipIc  of  libcralit)*,  not  to  coDsider  whether  there  be  any- 

liing  in  tho  religious  enslavement  of  a  Koman  Catholic  which 

'-unfits  him  for  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  a  lcgi«Utor  in  a 

,  Protc«t;int  government,  I  am  inclined  to  conclutle,  that  by 

I  the  same  princi|)le  wc  arc  equally  debaned  froro  considering 

'  whether  itieix-  he  anything  in  the  indigence  of  a  poor  man 

which  migbt  intorft^rc  witli  the  independence  of  hh  public 

'  conduct  in  the  exercise  of  such  a  right,  or  even  of  the  lower 

i  right  of  an  elector. 

So  th:it»  really,  Sir,  it  seems  to  me,  that  in  all  fairness  of 
IcDD^stency  the  liberal  tnan»  according  to  this  notiou  of  li-* 
Jky,  is  bound  to  be  an  advocate  for  univcnal  cufirvgc. 
If  he  stop  short  of  this,  he  halts  between  two  opinions:  and 
ie  has  no  right  to  recommend  W\s  t^xainplo  to  our  imitation^ 
jntil  he  boldly  and  steadily  follows  his  principle  to  all  its  con- 
DluMoiiit.  For,  Sir,  consider  the  fair  import  of  his  own  ren- 
anin^.  If  the  majonty  should  pos^^c^s  political  pawer, 
Ifiwrely  because  they  are  the  majority,  the  poor  muKt  alwaya 
jbc  the  n;ajcrily,  and  therefore  ought  to  posj;cf«  the  dominion 
(of  the  State.  If  all  men  ought  to  possess  cqiJid  rights* 
twhatetxr  may  be  tbe  iniluenees  of  their  particular  dream- 
noes,  in  Ki'in^E  a  bias  to  their  potittc^l  conduct,  why  should 
indigence  of  a  poor  man  bo  TCgnrded  n8  a  disquaUfica- 
it  It  it  certainly  possible  that  the  poorest  man  may  be 
lionest  and  independent  in  \m  conduct,  as  it  is  akopo^iblc 
bat  A  Komnn  Catholic  may  disregard  the  political  sugges- 

cc 
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tionfl  of  hi«  clcTgjr-  Lei  these  Belf-named  liberals,  then,  be 
consistent^  and  let  us  at  once  have  a  goTemment  of  (be 
mob. 

Though  this  Bcheme  would  certainty  be  productive  of  sow 
inconvenience  to  the  present  hberals,  that  would  not,  hov- 
cver,  be  quite  so  great  as  miglit  at  first  be  conceived,  Ifwe 
suppose  the  great  proprietors  of  this  country,  who  are  not 
flainingly  liberal,  struck  by  the  force  of  my  repTesentatioai, 
should  determine  to  act  fairly  up  to  their  own  principle  of 
liberality,  and  to  embrace  the  scheme  of  universal  su^ag^ 
no  dauljt  can  be  entertained  that  they  would  be  speedilj 
stripped  of  those  extensive  domains,  which  at  present  c^mSa- 
tute  no  inconsiderable  part  of  their  importance,  and  1  sb[h 
pose  afford  them  not  a  little  comfort  and  gratification.  Bo^ 
then  consider,  Su,  that  as  they  would  immediately  becow 
poor  themselves,  they  would  have  the  same  right  agaiiut 
the  uew  possessors  of  those  properties,  and,  if  they  should 
be  fortunate,  might  happen  to  be  reinstated-  The  recoTerr 
of  possession,  indeed,  would  be  but  temporary  ;  because,  is 
in  this  case  they  would  be  again  rich,  they  must  of  coarse 
become  again  ]^oor ;  but  then  there  would  be  a  most  agree- 
able alternation,  which  would  keep  society  as  mucb  alive  and 
attentive,  as  a  company  surrounding  a  gaming-table,  with  tliis 
peculiar  advantage,  that  the  poor  man  would  always  betbe 
winner.  If  these  great  proprietors  should  determine  to  td 
in  this  fair  and  consistent  manner,  1  certainly  should  be  o^ 
opinion,  that  their  principle  would,  for  its  steady  and  unifon 
application,  be  entitled  to  much  respect-  .  But  until  I  see 
that  principle  so  maintained,  I  must  regard  them  as  veryoo- 
satisfactory  specimens  of  liberality. 

Thus  disappointed  in  my  inquiries  among  living  men,  I  re- 
solved to  endeavour  to  learn  from  my  books  in  what  thi& 
much  celc/)ratcd  liberaUty  consists.  And  here>  Sir,  gnesi 
my  astonislimerit  when  I  discovered,  that  the  original  libei^ 
was  James  XL,  and  that  the  worthy  liberals  of  the  meaoA 
day,  with  all  their  beautiful  pretensions  to  modem  enlaige* 
ment  of  mind,  are  but  treading  in  the  footsteps  of  that  prince 
and  pursuing  the  course  which  provoked  the  Revolution  <tf 
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Cugland.     James  11.,  however  desirous  \i€  wns  or!cttingii|i 

I^ojicryt  wjis  too  priulciit  To  avow  at  once  that  thh  was  iiis 

object;  nntl  ilicrcforc  bosAR  ciactlyin  ihe  mode  o(  modern 

ItfccrelilT.  with  issuing  a  declaration  of  univcri^  indulgence. 

he  ostenMbte  principle  was,  that  no  diiiVrcncc  of  rrllgiou^i 

rlief  or  voi^hr|i  :^luHild  ccn!*ntiitc  a  political  disfiualiBca* 

fti,     T l)c  r^l  object  WAS  lo  overturn  the  ri^ligion  and  U- 

icrtyof  the  countr)-.    In  thU  original  ^lisay  of  lihurjUity,  thc 

resiatance,  it  should  be  for  ever  rom«nibcrcd  with  gratitude 

Jtnd  respect,  vas  mode  by  scv^n  Bishops  of  the  Established 

Church,  who,  when  they  had  refused  to  oUey  the  commaiid 

requiring  them  to  caubg  the  royal  declaration  to  be  published 

in  their  churches,  quietly  siibmittc<l  ihemisclvcs  to  be  tried 

by  Ihcir  country  for  the  courage  with  which  tJicy  had  naTcd 

19  Constitution.    At  their  ac(|nittal  the  melropohs  of  iho 

ingdom  waft  ho  iUlf/eraij  as  to  break  out  into  a  general  re- 

iehiQ't  nnd  the  very  ai'my  which  James  had  collected  to  en* 

brco  hU  system  of  liberality  at  tlie  point  of  the  bayonet^ 

ihoed  their  exultation.    It  is  true  that  James  was  hindered 

ty  the  obstinntc  prejudices  of  the  ptople  of  Knghuid,  from 

^xhtbitiii^  in  thut  country  a  fair  specimen  of  his  system^  tor 

,e  nnd   his    libcndity  were  speedily  dnvcn  away.     But  in 

'Irehuul  hi'.  i^jijnyiNl  :i  sufticicut  opportunity  of  manifesting;  ila 

le  *pirit  and  character,  and  1  conceive  that  it  proved  to  be 

fa  kind  vrhich  could  not  be  acceptable  to  any  man  i^>t  re* 

fiTed  to  go  to  niflSf, 

But  what  will  you  think,  Sir,  wbeu  t  shall  have  satisfied 

ou,  that  the  modem  liberals  have  not  even  thegraliRcation 

if  the  old  rake,  wlio  delighted  in  committing  /Ac  oldest  iins 

Ihe  veteesl  kind  oftoays;  for  even  the  most  remarkable  and 

iRcnciou»  pari  uf  the  modern  liberahty  has  been  actually  an- 

Jciputed  by  that  pnnc^p   1  Gad,  in  SomervUlc'i  history,  that 

^ames  constituted  a  conimission  of  I^orda  Regulators,  for  the 

purpo^  of  inquiring  into  the  i^entimenlft  ofelcctors,  in  order 

that  ro  persons  should  be  elected  who  would  not  vote  for  the 

repeal  of  the  test»  and  the  penal  statutes*     Here  then  is  the 

ordinal  precedent  which  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  Ire* 

nd  M>  vigorously  followed  at  the  late  election.    Jjune^  did 
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QOtt  indeed,  directly  employ  tlic  Popish  Priests  la  this 
mission,  ibnnattcra  tuid  not  then  beet)  prepared  for  tbctrl 
lerference;  but  the  pniici|»lu  and  the  object  of  th^ir  im 
feruncc  vrcre  tlie  hume,  and  the  ditfcrcncc  of  the  ugcnu 
then  un avoid ftble- 

Tiic  result,  tbcrofore,  Sir.  oTiM  my  iiuiiiitic^  wa»  the 
painful  disappointment;  fur,  instead  of  discovering  Si 
new  pi'iRciple  of  human  coT>duct|  whidii  while  it  shuuU 
diixzli*  with  the  ttplc'iiilour  of  itft  conception,  would  aSbrd 
the  high  grntificAtton  of  fci'ftng  that  1  wjus  participatingio 
the  inleUectiifi]  progreas  of  an  improving  world,  1  found  tbit 
1  vas  sent  backwaixl  ahnost  a  century  and  a  half,  to  letfV 
ruleat  of  policy  from  the  conduct  of  &  bigoted  and  ircwi 
rou4  tyrant.  My  inqnirtca  did,  however,  furnish  me 
one  luifful  contlusion,  for  they  taught  mc  to  consider 
mucti-faiued  liberality  m  nothing  more  than  the  frce-tbtakt: 
ofpulicyi  und  as  bed  ring  the  ^ame  relation  to«ouDdp> 
ciple*  of  political  conduct,  which  infidelity  bears  to  r 
I  must,  therefore,  content  myself  with  my  old  notion  on 
subject,  and  consider  true  liberality  as  an  anxious  deiiirc  I 
the  opinions  of  every  man,  and  especially  his  religiont  o| 
nions  «houl{I  be  perfectly  free^  and  that  every  mu, 
every  condition  of  life,  and  of  every  profe^^ion  and  aecd^ 
should  he  admissible  toei^oy  all  tJic  advantage  and  alt  dut 
power  which  can  he  reconciled  with  the  general  security  of  i!i 
public  frt^edom,  Cou^intcnllv  with  this  priikciple,  1  holJ  (h. 
]iolitical  power  is  nut  an  Advant^igc  for  the  gratiBcation  ct 
private  amhliionT  but  n  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  publk,  tv 
lie  uranted  «nly  to  those  to  whom  the  inlerests  of  the  pu 
may  be  safely  confided— aiul  while  I  rejoice  in  the  civil 
ilom  of  my  Komau  Catholic  fellow-subjects,  1  conceite 
lam  not  illiberal  in  wishing  to  wilhhoU  from  them  situulioi 
of  power,  for  whii^h  I  lament  that  1  musi  con^dcr  them  i« 
disqualified  by  tinr  want  of  religious  liberty. 

The  great  Toot  of  antiquity  Um  »aid,  Sir,  thai  "  H$ 
of  tUwerp  totxs  away  the  Imif  9/  mudjf  virtue.^     1 
feel,  in  the  like  manner^  that  tlie  mental  ensla?€incnt  of  ■ 
man,  who  i^ufTerf  himself  to  be  ruled  bv  the  dictation  of  ln> 
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cliiiicb,  take£  away  the  batf  of  IiIa  |io1iucft]  virttic,  and  unfito 
him  to  be  trufited  «quft11y  u'illi  otlicr  men  in  a  governinciit  of 
ProlesUnts.    For  my  own  dnircb  I  hope  ihat  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  say^  thftt  as  it  Jias  sprung  from  the  inherent  liberty 
of  the  Constitution  of  England,  so  did  it,  in  tbe  memorable 
'  cnm  to  which  I  have  had  occa^on  to  allude^  discharge  the 
debt  of  fihul  gratitude  by  being  foremost  in  tlie  preservation 
,  of  its  parent-    i  hope  that  it  will  never  be  forgotten,  that  if 
the  4even  Bishops  had  meanly  submitted  to  the  urconstitu- 
ttonAl  order  of  Junius,  the  \&iuv  might  have  been  dcplonbly 
1  different;  at  least  that  tbcy  hadthcglory  of  exposing  them* 
I  selre^,  with  calm  intrepidity,  to  the  tirst  danger   of  the 
^struggle. 

And  let  me.  Sir,  at  the  same  time,  assure  my  Prenbyterijui 
Fbrctbren,  that  we  consider  tlic  orthodox  p^irt  of  tbetnusmen 
Lwboare  kept  asunder  from  us  only  by  the  diiliculty  which 
fUl  feel  in  overcoming  long-eatabbBhed  habits,  and  would 
I  gkdlyscelbem  comprehended  within  our  pute,  und  enjoying, 
[equally  with  ourselves,  every  advant;igc  which  wo  possess* 
JTbe  Protestant  DiKHenten»,  in  general,  wc  arc  anxious  to  re* 
[gard  as  feliow-workcrs  with  ourselves  in  the  caufte  of  civil 
Land  religious  freedom,  lamenting  that  some  of  them  hav45 
[been  so  deluded  by  a  pri^tended  Uberality,  as  to  ^ek  that 
edomin  conjunction  with  a  ehurchwliich  denies  to  its  own 
[members  the  freedom  of  thought  in  the  mo»t  iinportantofall 
Ithuir  cortcerna. 
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At  «  Mi-Hrng  of  ih(^  GiilM  of  Merdi^ntst.  conveopil  to  prlilioi 
agniast  xhv  Hamnn  Catholic  Clnimit,  aiid  IieU  in  Dul>1tu,  Octobcf 

nior  and  jimiur  Maxtor*,  in  die  Chair,  ihc  Rea'.  TiaiiK  GsBOcn^ 
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I  BEG  tc  to  be  tmdcntcocl,  time  no  m«ii  entcrtninff  a  ktglfiT 
opjnion  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  as  mdindujils,  tlmn  1  ilo; 
aiul  ntnon^H  them  I  \itivc  t^njoyed  t!ie  society  of  many,  frac 
ivliosr  com]>any  I  liavc  derived  not  oijly  pleasure,  but  ailvm- 
iBge^  I  have  been  ac<jtiaiiited  vith  one  of  thnc  rclii^oo. 
now  no  more,  fMr.  Hay,  late  Secriitary  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholk'5  of  Ireland.)  who  was  an  honour  Uy  any  pnrty,  oriin) 
creed.  lie  had,  however,  suffered  deeply  through  the  in- 
fp-ititude  of  those  vboae  cause  he  lad  e^poua^d,  anil  }m\ 
breathed  out  Im  last  sigh  in  the  most  oxtr^nie  want  vul  m- 
«OTy-  Tbb  fad.  however,  may  serve  to  proFc  how  siUj  it 
is  to  depend  upon  the  proniT^^es  of  the  party,  and  to  show  to 
tho^  comproui tiling  l*rotC!itant5  how  vain  it  \n  to  lend  ihctr 
assistance  to  a  mvafiure  which,  should  it  succeed,  mu4t  temt 
to  the  subversion  of  the  Protestant  Comthution.  U  iriU 
show  the  degree  of  £:ratitude  the  Prot^Mant  apostate  mij 
expect,  when  the  fangs  of  poveity  arc  penaitt<^<I  lo  wue 
upon  llie  old  and  tried  servant  of  cbc  Roman  CalliolJc  ^^aifT 
and  be  IS  suffered  to  expire  in  ibe  deepest  and  most  deplo- 
rable wretchedness*  Can  it  bo  Mipposc^l  thiu  they  will  be 
more  favoured  ihnn  he  had  1>ccn,  or  thtt  they  will  hair 
more  to  console  ibcm  for  their  tlefcrtion  from  the  rarirr-- 
of  the  Coustilution^  than  the  evanescent  ha^ath  ofpc^ 
popularity  ? 
That   the   Roman  Catholic  rdigbti  ix  uachiuij 
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cIuDgcng,  nxtd  uiicTiuigcablci  vrc  bavc  been  uAd  bjr  the 
HKKit  talented  i;ieiubcT»  u\'  ihc  body;  it  btu  been  sounded 
forth  ill  ibur  iuaeiublie.\  ajtd  Mtttl  to  ibe  world  ibruu^b  tbc 
medium  of  tbc  pre»v;  oiid  I  believe  that  tlie  .i|)mt  uf  tbe 
religion  in  exactly  us  it  b«s  been  UcMrribed.  Whvti  King 
Jftmes  11.  ubdicdtcd  tlte  tluoiic,  be  couveucd  %  Pnrlifuiicnt, 
and  tbe  tiiBt  del  af  that  PaTltoineul  wttn  aui  iittiuiidcr  ou  tbe 
nobilttj,  dergy,  gentry,  jiad  yeif>D)Suiry  of  the  ktii^duui, 
including  ibe  whole  in  tlic  cbar^e  (nominal  n^  it  was)  of  bigh 
treusoii-  TLc  iiinniier  in  whleh  tlm  bad  been  rcecived 
«bovld  never  be  forgotten.  The  Conunoiift  of  tbat  d«y  rc- 
cfiii  vd  (be  announ<x<inent  with  the  most  overubvliuln^  |ilau< 
dil»;  atid  1  Lojic  Jind  trust  tbat  &uch  a  Xloiue  uf  Commons 
tthadl  never  £gaiu  be  knuwn  Jii  tbU  or  tbe  sieter-country ; 
vibicb,  bowever,  might  bt;  i-xjH-ctod,  shciuld  the  KomAn  Cft- 
tbollea  crer|i  hito  power.  They  liuve  itln^tdy  eiepi  into  iin- 
portjuiee,  iind  Ljive  displayed  llieir  conKciounneHs  of  it  by 
their  cndeaToura  to  proceed  further;  and  those  eiideuvuur* 
iiUonM  prove  to  us  ibe  djtnger  of  granting  their  wbtbetJ. 

AVhen  the  elective  franchise  hnd  been  conceded  to  tlie 
Roman  Catholics,  it  was  urged  tbat  tlicy  were  but  a  small 
body,  that  few  would  vote,  or  if  tbey  did,  that  the  Troies- 
taiiis  Vp'ouIiI  outnumber  tbeni ;  Jufd  that  tbe  b^on  was  totally 
valueless.  It  hss,  however,  been  proved  that  the  boon  » 
not  of  such  trifling  value,  from  tbc  u^  which  ba^bucn^ade 
of  it ;  and  I  will  oppose  any  funlier  conee&^on  on  that  single 
ticcount. 

One  of  their  (Roman  Catholic)  speakers,  on  a  hte  occasion, 
stated,  that  if  they  bad  a  Parliament  in  Ireland,  Teur-fifiti^ 
of  that  Parhament  would  be  in  favour  of  the  Uoman  Catholic 
cljiims.  Asstiming  this  to  be  fact,  1  will  put  it  forward 
as  a  proof  coming  from  their  own  lipH  of  the  danger  that 
might  occur  from  their  getting  into  power.  Tlie  ASpiiing 
spirit  of  their  leaders  and  dem^i^oj^ucs  h  well  known,  and  it 
is  equally  well  known  that  their  inHanunalory  lun^uage 
id£  turned  into  the  wty»  of  disloyalty^  tJtoife  wba  had 
hitherto  walked  in  the  paths  of  nctilude  and  social 
order*     Acts  o)  Parliament  have  been  perverted  to  achieve 
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the  temporary  subatwitiatioii  of  any  &]ae  poopMOtioii;  Ai 
mind  <i  the  mtiltitade  U  enflftmed  by  the  stateanenti  ■ 
wrongs  tbat  do  not  exist,  aod  degradatioiu  tbmt  tfaej  do  m 
feel ;  and  the  current  of  popuUr  feeling  ia  excdted  by  lepi 
BentatioDs,  that  the  Roman  Catholic  body  &r  ezceeda  h 
Protestant  population  in  point  of  Dumber.  If  the  ItM 
statement  were  correct,  we  are  bound  to  take  ewe  tiut,  A 
though  they  have  the  balance  of  number,  they  ahooU  vt 
have  the  balance  of  power;  that  the  ambition  of  those  vk 
care  little  for  their  instrumeotSr  so  as  they  achieve  th^^ 
signs,  should  be  checked  in  its  career,  and  that  diej  il 
find  the  members  of  the  Protestant  community^  with  m 
heart,  prepared  Co  stop  their  future  progression. 

Every  high  authority  in  the  land  haa  been  aought  to  he 
brought  into  ccntempt.  The  Heir  Presumptive  to  (k 
throncj  whose  conduct  deserves  the  admiration,  as  vdl« 
the  gratitude,  of  all  Protestants,  has  been  most  scaadakpoB^ 
abused.  From  the  reports  in  the  papers,  it  appeals  dtf 
words  have  been  uttered  with  respect  to  that  exalted  pc^ 
aonage,  which  admit  of  the  term  conatructiTe  treason.  The 
judges  of  the  land,  who  are  known  for  their  attachment  to 
the  Protestant  Constitution  in  Church  and  State,  bare  nd 
escaped  without  gross  vituperation;  and  the  dignitaries <f 
the  Church  of  the  highest  statio^n,  talent,  and  independeu^ 
are  their  never-ceasing  subjects  for  obloquy  and  abuse.  On 
&mily  is  the  perpetual  subject  of  attack,  the  head  of  vbid 
IB  the  head  of  the  Church  Establishment  in  this  city,  (dM 
Archbishop  of  Dublin^)  a  man  not  less  remarkable  for  die 
accomplishments  of  his  mind,  than  his  powers  as  a  Chrisda 
pastor;  and  he  is  marked  out  as  the  daily  object  of  vitupfr 
ration,  simply  for  his  atuchment  to  the  Protestant  Establi^ 
ment,  without  which  we  should  not  enjoy  the  posaeaaioD  d 
one  rood  of  ground  in  this  distracted  country. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  the  country  is  distracted,  becmM 
the  vishes  of  the  people  are  not  granted,  and  that  tbey  m 
ver  will  be  content  until  those  wishes  are  acceded  to.  Hid) 
indeed,  would  it  be  to  find  content  or  quiet  in  a  land  whei 
the  population  are  urged  to  seditioDi  through  the  violent  ui 
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latntDAtory  langu«ge  of  their  heartless  kaders,  vho  care 

iltle  for  the  uUimate  tuoce^  of  the  cause  the^  profess  to 

JvocatCf  ifthfl^y  succeed  hi  gratifying  their  own  sctfisti  am-* 

L>idort.     They    tell   Iho   Irish   Roman  CathollcG   thoy  are 

aves;  1  will  tell  chein  the  same,  and  chat  they  are  ilares 

[yoked  to  the  chariou  of  thmr  leaders :  they  are  the  vcrie&t 

lelavea  that  ever  crouched  at  the  wbt?cl^  of  their  conquerors, 

yt  lent  tbeiiiftelv&s  aa  mere  insCniinenta  for  their  wide-grasp- 

[tn^  junbiltcn,     1  wJlh  therrforr,  second  the  motion  for  a 

|CommiCtee  (.to  prepare  a  petition  agaitii^t  the  Homan Cathobc 

claims);  and  trust  that  thu  Farllument  will  nhow  that  they 

Lcnnnot  Ikt  jtcted  upon  by  intiniEdation ;  that  the  PfOCesUnt 

Ibody  will  support  that  Constitution  ivhich  was  uon  for  us 

fby  the  Glorious  and  Immortal  Williah;  and  tbat,  in  defi- 

of  all  Orders  of  liberators,  we  will  go  forth  with  oar  pe- 

ktitioD  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  and  prove  our  detormiijatton  , 

ilo  support  that  religion  which  is  a  ibe  todsTeiy,  und  tlte 

foundation  of  which  cast  ofi'  the  yoke  whicb  our  alicc«low 

were  unable  to  bear. 


SPEECH 

OF  Tnc 
REVEREND  MR.   HOGG, 

A  PBESBrTERlAS  CLEEOVKAN. 


the  TroicfltJint  Nobility,  (jrntry,  nnd  Clergy  mmniiblod  at 
Armag^i,  Octol>er  Gth,  IB26.  tie  Meeting  being  also  attended 
by  a  numerous  Body  of  l^rcsbyicrianaj  with  ibcii  Ckrgj.  n 
Member  of  the  latter,  the  late  Modcraurr  jf  Ok-  Syiiud  of  Ulmet, 
the  Hkv.  Miu  llovo,  thuH addmHcd  the  Meeting. 


I'MK.CiiAiaMAK,— After  the  dazzling  splendour  of  abilitieri 

already  displayed,  1  feel  extremely  difHdent  in  addressing 

^thia  very  respectable  company;  but  1  mn  constrained  to 
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make  tbe  Attempt  by  tvo  moltT^s^  One  of  these  motives  iii 
the  honour  jiut  done  me  bj  coupling  mj  name  with  tlie 
cient  and  respectable  byriod  of  Vhter,  The  other  motive 
to  set  tlie  pubhc  right  icspcrtini*  the  refil  scntitDCDis  of  a 
very  grcAt  majority  (perhaps  nine-tenths)  of  the  people  at>* 
tier  t)ie  care  of  that  Synod, 

The  S^iioil  of  UUtcr,  and  llic  pcopk  under  their  < 
are  well  known  to  behberol;  but  wiiatevcr  Toprevcntattd 
nuy  he  mjidi-.  the  great  and  geD6rhl  impul.'^c  of  fcdingl 
Uiatpoicion  of  his  Majesty '»  Protestant  subjects  is  cong 
Vith  the  present  nn-eting-    The  ancestors  and  predc 
of  tbe  Synod  of  If  If  Icr  were  so  UIk'^I  tut  lo  reject  all 
tual  tyranny,  all  pasaiTc  obedience  botli  in  reli^on  and 
tioi,  and  to  rally   round  our  great  de^verer,   WtLLiAU  < 
gtorioufi  memory,  who,  with  his  be&t  ability  and  pattest  i 
Bidemtion,  in  conjuQction  with  minUtevs  from  the  Cburdu 
S<otlan(1,  muiurt-d  that  KccTesixstieal  fUtablifthmerit  vrli 
the  King  »  sworn  to  uphold,  as  well  a«  the  Kstolfltiihii 
ofEiiglond  and  Ireland.     'I'htswAS  done  at  Loo,  ititbc 
Couittries,  wtiere  King  William  fouiul  hinuelf  I'elieTed  friNa^ 
a  per\'cr«c  faction  in  England.     This  Rstablishmeat 
tlimk,  unanimously  accepted  by  the  ScoEeh  Tarlbmcnr, 
b  the  great  pattern  fi-om  which  the  old  Presbjlerian  CliujcU 
in  Ireland  copied  its  worship  and  church-government, 

'V]\c  Synod  of  I'bter  is  at  present  by  far  the  gn^ate«t  i 
stituent  part  of  the  old  Picsbylerian  Church  in  Irrlan 
Bat  it  IB  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  Synod  of  Ulster  is  not 
of  a  more  aticirnt  <VtCe  than  the  gloriouH  Itevdhition-     it ; 
nearly  ciK^v-.d  with  the  Ubter  plantation  of  James  I.,  tra 
its  first  Gcttlei&cm  back  so  far  as  1611.    DuringfulU  fa 
years,  it  wis  ineorporaCed,  more  or  less,  with  the  Proi 
Prelaticjl  Church  of  li\:land.     In  several  inf:tnnces,  the 
lates  of  that  Church  accommodated  thehr  ordinations  so  asi 
meet  Presbyterian  ideas,  and   f^ive  a  title  to  tithe, 
state  of  things  continued  until  the  inlerniptjon  of  our  Cc 
stitution  by  Cromwell ;  but  the  Ubcrallty  of  the  Presliyterian  , 
Church  in  Ireland  did  not  then  lead  them  so  far  f»  to  di 
pcatic  with  HO  essential  a   part  of  lite  Con«titulion  ha  t\ 
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R^BRwiy;  atiil  b)'  ctieiradlivrcncc  to  otir  hapj>f  Govern- 
n%nt  by  King,  LorJ»,  ami  Coinrngne,  tliuy  brought  clavn  tlkc 
cvnsurt;  uf  the  imiaortal  poei  Milton,  in  utjrt^  bonlcring 
ncraily  ou  t^-unUity ;  v  bkh  injiv  tc;LuU  u»  ii  k%»on  gf  humUit}' 
rc^}>ctctijig  thb  coti«tttuttomi1  spcacs  of  liberality  posBessed  by 
tlic  SynodofUlsEcr,  iind  tbe  groalebt  abilities,  when  bliuJed 
by  party  and  faction. 

(laving  said  ho  much  re^peciiiig  the  people  under  it«  car^ 
1  beg  Iivivc  to  add,  that  tlicrc  is  another  &pecies  of  Ulierallty 
wUicli  we  do  not  i»  general  profe^^,  nctwlthilaiidrng  tlic 

^ popular  decl^iniationa  niide  in  »  ccruin  great  commcrcUl 
town .  (Belfast),  Icadin;;  to  a  suppositL>jn  ihut  wc  want  to 
iiwke  dan^rous  expenmentj^  upon  the  vital  principles  of  our 
Frote-slant  ConNtituUon«    Wc  want  no  such  experiaientd; 
but  the  ulK'ttor:!  of  ^iirh  woitUl  be  g1>id  to  vnllst  on  tlu'ir  sid<^ 
about  om<  hundred  lliouiatiil  active  and  sctiifiblc  men,  under 
the  careoftbo  Synod  of  Ulster.     With  sueb  a  notion  they 
^  tuuy  ainu^  themselves  but   I  appeal  to  f^icts.     Hie  man 
"  who  immediately  Miccuedcd  myself  ia  the  ME>deratonhip  of 
the  General  Synod  of  Ulsletr  gave  it  as  bia  opinion,  upon  oath 
befoie  tiie  CuimnUtee  of  the  Houne  of  Lords,  in  the  spring 
L  oftlxeyear   IbU^t  that  vhat  1  am  saying  is  correct.     And, 
H  iDorcover,  tins  opinion  oi^  his  wa&  supported  by  the  Synod 
H  which  met  hi  Colcrainc  Ihat  simc  year,  where  the  then  ex- 
^  Afaderator  supported  bii  opinion  and  hb  conscicntioui^  evi- 

I  deuce,  u«  recorded  in  the  minutest  of  the  Synod,  allowed  by 
his  Majesty's  agentfor  the  dtstnbutton  of  the  Royal  Houiityr 
and  by  a  vet^  respectable  assembly  of  perhaps  five  thousand 
persons. 
In  opposition  to  those  chums  to  constitutiocial  feeling  now 
made  on  behidf  of  the  Synod  of  I'Uter,  it  has  been  objected 
Ihat  siicih  Wits  not  tlicir  cluuactcr  in  the  year  ITWi.     But 
L  before  we  censure,  let  us  concider  the  phi^nxy  with  wJiicli 
the  French   Revolution  had  maddened  the  uw«t  civiUxcd 
^jMtions  of  Kurope,  even  causing  the  old  hereditary  subjects 

■  of  die  illustriouTL  HomeofUrange  to  banifth  tliatfaniily^  and 
"  then,  peihiips,  wc  i^hnll  not  think  j(  so  strange  tbat  a  ievr 
_^  tre^tbyterian  MinisterG  and  their  people  shtmld  be  engnfphed 

■  by  Ihc  sanie  voHex.     One  ioini»ter  and  ooe  probationary 


tfvAj  wfiirred  t)i6  pttnia!uii«nt  of  death  ;  a  fei9  erar 
thetnselTCft  to  tbc  United  States  of  Amcnca  -,  bill  it  moMi 
clured  lUac  ttie  Synod  of  XJUicr  wu  loy&l  m  a  bodj,  ami  i 
dcclaxRtioti  vnn  believed  b)'  lih  Ute  Majt'Sty  aj»d  bib 
dcntud  3KTrvunts»  n^  nppcoirv  b>  the  Additional  iadt^|»ciii)0 
itDpBTtcd  ti>  lis  minibters  by  an  incxeii^i'-of  ihc  Royol  He 

ADothercircumiitaiice  alleged  to  miJUate  against  tuy  ; 
Statement  respecting  tlie  feeling  of  the  Syi)t>d  of  Ub 
19  a  certain  dcclurntion  nutdtj  in  favour  ^r  Uomaii  Qit! 
Emanctpaimn  (^  called)  by  that  SytMx),  as  the  LilH-nli 
say,  fn  Ilie  year  1814.  But  in  ihls,  n&  In  otber  things,  su 
declaration  is  incorrect.  The  declaraiton  alluded  to 
made  at  the  meeting  of  the  Synod  i»  the  year  1813.  1 
present,  Hnd  for  the  first  time  took  a  part  in  the  Sy 
debates.  The  declaTation  or  overture  alluded  to  vas,  I 
some  njanugemeiitj  get  forward  after  its  proper  timcj  »l 
the  Syrod  vrtis  u^ostly  tlispersed,  ami  only  fourteen  me 
ranaining.  Vet  yrhct\  t1ii?(  question  uas  agitated,  1  dWuM 
the  house,  not  for  want  of  liberality,  but  upon  chc  prlndftc. 
that  as  a  Synod,  ve  had  nothing  to  do  wtlh  politics*  I  loit 
the  majority  by  one  vote ;  and  a  protest  by  ihree  or  four  »b4 
only  prevented  by  the  quahfying  clause,  "  so  far  as  luy  he 
consistent  with  the  principles  of  the  Constitution/ 

In  conclusion,  the  hberalily  of  the  General  SyncHlef  I 
causes  theni  to  behold  the  eitiolumenu  of  the  RifU>\^ 
Church  of  Irelitnd  wtthont  either  gnidge  or  envy,  ina&ti 
afi  tbcy  consider  tliC3C  emoliuncnts  merely  as  civil  appoint 
tnents,  nearly  similar  to  the  eatatea  of  the  vecy  reap«ciaMr 
lay  gentlemen  whom  I  now  address.  According  with  ih* 
bint  thTx>wn  out  by  my  mucti-rcspectcd  neighbour,  (l>f- 
Miller,)  I  have  nu  doubt  that  chc  Protestant  J^tahlialimetf 
erf  thiM  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  nught  elfect  an  unic* 
with  the  Synod  of  Ulster  upon  cert^  principles  and  con 
tions,  the  basis  of  which,  1  apprehend,  must  be  copied 
the  known  experience  of  thfute  former  ages  to  which  I 
already  alluded,  I  fth^cerely  wish  that  thi«  kind  of  i-elatid 
nhip  hod  iKver  been  irrtcrruptcd :  in  which  wUh  I  have 
coincidence  of  the  illustiious  Lusher.  I'he  ii1>orality  of 
Synod  of  Ulster  will  also  caitne  them  to  wish  weH  &01D  1 


HEV.  MB.  HOOO. 


397 


[bottom  of  their  hearts  to  their  fdlow-subjectH  of  the  Rotoaji 

ICfltliolic  religion,  lo  &5  far  as  relates  to  tiieir  hodi<^  nnd  ouU 

rarcl  estates ;  but  we  will  out^o  the  niuKt  liln^rul  liberators  ui 

[)VQmt>tJLig  the  int^re^iU  or  thvir  tmmoTlal  souU,  until  they 

eject  jtll  foreign  dominion,  and  conform  so  fur  lo  the  pkuIa 

>f  tlic  Protestant  faith^  as  to  join  with  iJieir  M low-subject'-  in 

Jying  like  one  man  about  a  PrtJtcstanl  Tbronc>  uli^ays  filled 

ccontirg  lo  the  Act  of  Swltlcment  by  a  descendant  of  the 

iltutitous  HouKC'  of  tlanover. 


SPEECH 

or  Tiir 
REVEREND    M  H.     K  V  O, 


fAt  B  Public  Meeting  MA  in  tht  Cimuty  of  Derry,  (Ireland,)  *Iiich 
was  tttteiulcd  Uy  several  thousand  Prolcntanbi  and  Pn-»byieTtui«, 
Noveuiber  3d.  I82G,  for  ibe  purpoae  of  peliiionuii^  Atfalavt  tli« 
RtMHiin  Catliolic  cUiin^,  the  Riiv.  Mn.  Kti>i  ^  l^r«»byt<:iuui 
CIcTgymna,  iUum  a<Llreised  tlie  Oi&^iiibly, 


ISiR. — It  is,  I  confcASj  u-tih  rehtctnuce*  us  a  Minister  of  die 

Gosfit^l,  that  I  feel  niyself  called  upon  U)  take  any  part  in  the 

proc-cMingh  oftlns  day;  but  there  are  times  and  circiimstancee 

'  iivhcn  silcni:e  would  he  crimiiiai-   The  prc^nt  h  one  o(  these* 

[So  long  as  the  question  before  us  was  one  of  a  purely  political 

I  nature,  it  was  ri^ht,  it  was  proper,  to  leave  it  in  the  haads  of 

I  stateGnicn  alouc :  but  it  lih«  not^'  become  a  i^li^ioua  as  v^ell  as 

I  a  political  question ;  and  it  bccouieti  ^very  one  who  U  ana^ious 

for  tbc  well-heii)£>  of  the  reli^on  a»  ivetl  as  the  Iaw»i  of  the 

[  €Oun;r>%  to  take  ins  purt. 

The  tioletit  opposition  made  to  every  endeavour  to  exali 

the  inoraK  ^n<l  to  improve  the  spiritu:il  condition  of  thosA 

around  uh,  lm»  excited  alarm,  and  justly  excitod  alann,  in  the 

[ iniuds  of  nuiny.     The  open  and  undisguia-d  hostility  mani- 
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feHted  Against  Bible  Societies  »n<I  Hducalton  ?>ooi<Mie7S 
crcry  Uiing  connected  with  tlicm  ;  ihc  gross  and  cnlunmic 
abuM^  poured  upon  all  who  differ,  howeTiar  couscicntioii: 
from  tht'se  Soci(?:ies;  the  cruel  cnlumny  vrhich  asj^alls 
living,  and  spare*  not  llic  afflicted— nor  (^vcn  iIjc  memory  i 
the  sainted  dead;   that  loncis  vrttli  the  falsest  and  fouk 
aspersioits  such  uaiaes  afi  Calvin  and  Luther,  Cianmer  aod 
Knox— n:nne5  dear  to  every  Clitistian  heart,  and  cheriKhed 
irith  the  kindliest  feeling  of  every  Christian  bosom — the 
things  hare  made  many  amongst  that  numerous  and  cnli^h 
ened  body  of  Protestants  to  wliicli  I  belong — the  IV^l 
tcmns  of  I'blf r, — who  hei'etofore  might  hnve  been  frkmillf 
tothccljumfiofthe  Itoman  Catholics,  become  careless ; — ve 
many  irbo  mi^Ut  have  been  before  carele^  becon^  o{i 
decided,  and  conscientious  opposer*. 

This  opposition,  Sit,   i*  branded  n'ith   the   epilbeCs 
bigotT}'  and  niicharitabiene«6<     I,  in  the  name  of  the  thoa 
sands  of  Piesbyterians  assembled  here  this  day,  deny  xh 
charge.     Amongst  the  argiunents  brought  forward  in 
ofthi.=,  1  shall  only  notice  oac,  and  that  because  it  h  th 
most  specious  and  plausible.    It  is  said,  Sir,  that  whilst  Pr 
tcatanta  arc  admitted  to  the  fullest  t>avt:cjj)auim  in  a  Scsri 
the  cstabUftKe<l  religion  of  which  is  tho  religion  of  theChordi^ 
of  Ronie^  the  members  of  tliat  Church  are  excluded  from  11 
equal  partidpation  in  a  Protestant  State.     Admitting  tbti 
for  ar^umcnt'^  9;uke,  which  vtv  do  by  no  means  really  admi^ 
we  do  say  that  the  ca^cs  are  by  no  means  parallel,  and  tbc 
can  follow  no  argument.   Proieslams,  in  whatever  S- 
reaide,  admit  of  ao  foreign  Rpirituil  tnlerfeience    l„.  . 
to  no  foreign  spiritual  power — they  gre  not  goTerneil 
glided  by  the  edicts  or  the  canons  of  men,  but  by  the  Won 
of  Ciod.  delivered  by  prophets  and  apcstlefi,  Jesu?  Chii^ 
himself  being  the  chief  eomer*«tone;   and   they  ha^e 
temptation  to  I'c  otherwise  than  fiuChful  and  attachenl  to  ih 
Stale  which  aiTords  tliem  support  and  protection;  but  tfc 
members  of  the  Church  of  Rome  do  owe  a  foreign  Apirir 
doroitution— they  do  acknowledge  a  foix;  igu  spin  ttud  in  ted 
ferencc — prostrate   ihemselTeH    before    a    foreign   sptriti 
power*  and  that  power  be  it  remembered,  one  ciMk^iJtutic 
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I  oppo«;cL  to  &  Proto&mnt  Goreriiment ;  and  a  power,  by  tirluc 
of  his  very  ofHce,  bound  aiiil  pledged  to  root  out  und  destroy 
,  who  proteitt  agaiittt  Im  »f  irituid  interference. 
We  rcpcAt  ilp  8ir,  the  casa  aic  not  parallel,  and  there  can 
'  no  RrgumoDt*    To  do  away  this  objection^  ve  arc^told 
liat  spintu&l  ixjwer  in  no  \wvtM ;— that  it  excrcisef  no  control 
[>ver  tht'  niittds  or  the  conduct  of  men  in  a  civil  or  political 
[lint  of  view.    The  contrary  of  this  we  do  maintain~we  do 
pBay,  when  exerted,  it  is  the  greatest  of  all  power.    The  page 
of  Imlor)',  which  we  have  cftrcfully  read,  lelU  us  thi.4 ;  and  the 
p»&»iag  events  of  tbc  present  day  afibrd  a  striking  »nd  a  warn- 
ing comtnent  on  the  fidelity  of  the  page  of  history.     We  have 
en  the  ties  of  aflection  and  gratitude,  the  strong  bonds 
tven  of  our  u-orldJy  inli-rests  burst  and  giving  way  bcfcre  it ; 
t  has  more  than  the  power  of  the  lever  of  Archimedes — give 
k  but  a  place  to  rest  on,  And  it  wouhl  overturn  the  earth. 

We  would  direct  your  attention  to  examples  of  suftering 
patience,— truly  for  conscience  wake,  worthy  to  be  iinitatt-d ; 
vc  would  direct  you  to  our  FrotcsCant  Dissenting  brrthrcn  tn 
EiigUndi  who  are  Muflering  grievous  pnins  and  penalties  for 
conscience  suke.    We  would  direct  your  attention  to  the 
mild  and  gentle  ^^ocicly  of  Friends,  who  avc  cvory  year  suf- 
fering hea^y  pecuniary  losses  for  conscience  sake ; — yet  there 
are  no  chLaiours— no  violence — no  outcry  here.     Most  so- 
lemnly do  wc  dcclnre,  that  vc  hiive  no  feelings  of  ill-will  or 
of  hcstility  to  the  members  of  the  Church  of  Rome.     So  far 
I      ait  our  humble  means  can  go,  we  gtrivc  to  relieve  their  tem- 
poral wjinis,   and  we  earnestly   desire  their  spiritual  and 
eternal  welfare.     In  all  tlic  churches  within  our  cotnmuniou, 
petitions  are  offered  up  to  the  King  of  Kings  for  llioir  full 
n«d  coaiplete    emancipation ;    for  their    being  restored   to 
tbc  enjoyment  of  llint  birth-right  which  every  beuig  whom 
God  has  endowed  with  reason  and  understanding,  $houM 
^ftoDJoy^  the  right  of  exercisin;^  their  ownjndgineiit  in  matters 
^Biof  coiLscieiKC  and  faith,— for  their  being  restored  to  that 
Hprivilcgc  which  all  in  a  Christian  bnd  should  have,  the  right 
^  of  aearchinji  God's  Word  for  themselves,  unshackled  and 
unresUaiiu^d  by  the  comments  and  authority  ef  men. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  A  SERJJON 

REVEREND  M,  C.  O'DOKNOQHGK 


Tlie  $:Jli>irin^  obwrvstiora — bein^  so  appropriate  and  «o  nnpor 
3t  this  criuK — Aie  f^xtncti^d  frotn  i  wnrxni  pnmclird  Dvc.  i^ 
lfil7.  on  ihcanmvcrurTof  Wicklhio'sddalb,  in  tbe  Paiisli  Cluirdi 
of  i>L  Mary,  Wbitecbapel,  Aiid  iii  Hu;  Cfia|vl  of  the  AJms-bov 
belonging  id  ibo  I  lonourabUr  Corpjjniion  of  Trinity  Houtf .  1 
tJ>e  KtvttttNoH-C,  O'DoNxotKiui:,  A-  M.  of  St,  J(vli.i 
C^ikibiid^c ,  Domestic  ClmpLiiu  to  ihc  Uight  nwiir>ui 
VtKount  Moiml-Earl;  Lecturer  of  St.  Mury,  W\tii«}utpei i  tuti 
ChftpluD  to  the  Honuurable  CoqM>ratio«  of  Trinity  Ifouac. 


Wkokver  knows  my  ^ikfaI  clinracter,  knows  dac  thut  i 
Tn»n  h  more  tokrant  in  bis  priticiples,  or  more  teiuler  of  til 
prcjuttiee^  of  olbers*  My  motto  and  my  iiuxim  U, 
every  mm  be  fully  i>cisuaJc<l  in  his  own  roiiid/*  YeC ' 
thi»  indulgence  to  tbi>  partialities,  and  weaboetses,  and  ere 
failings  of  ottter?,  1  am  not  )nsei»ibl^  of  the  eviU  of  Pop 
nor  of  that  iivm,  yet  moderate  oomliict  iitcuinbent  on  tli 
Pn>tc«taBts  of  this  empire-  W^re  the  errors  of  the  Komis 
creed  solely  of  a  spiritual  natui:e  1  sbould  bemlnle,  wilh  ill 
my  love  of  Prolestant  principlew.  to  inflict  tiJmporal  punish 
ments  or  political  dt^JibiliticF,  as  judidol  poiiakiet  on  a  mil 
taken  or  errmg  belief,  Matters  simply  of  conflcicnce  belor 
to  a  higher,  and  a  more  impartial  tribtmnl  than  ihttt  of  muill 
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judgment*  liome  may  how^i,  without  feai  of  temporal  coer- 
cion, restrairt,  or  punisbmcnt,  her  exclusive  claim  lo  trutli, 
infiaJIibilily,  and  supremacy ;  I  hwd  not  bcr  arrogancy,  nor 
tremble  At  the  thunder  of  her  imlignRiit  pother.  She  may 
buid  ill  the  most  gallmg  imd  dvfjrAdinff  fetlevs  the  natural 
frccriom  of  the  huniBn  vill — tliud  the  understandmg — cor- 
rupt thi^  heart^mbie^d  thejudgmeul,  unci  degrade  tlie  cha* 
raeters  of  uU  whose  credulity,  and  infattiBtion,  and  bltuduess, 
and  weakness  can  bow  in  humble  admiration  of  her  mysteries 
and  tpUy,  Popery  may  lift  herself  up  in  bold  opposition  to 
thfi  laws  of  God,  and  the  trutlisof  hia  Go^tpd,     She  may 

[outrage  common  seme,  and  degrade  the  authority  t>f  the 

'  sacred  volume — she  may  immure  her  votaries  in  the  gloomy 
devotion  of  the  cloisters,  and  load  with  the  fettera  of  a  blind 
superstition  the  mind  ivhich  the  tSon  of  God  would  free. 
To  all  tliis  enormit^r  of  guilt  I  would  only  oppose  the  sword 
oftlie  Spirit,  flndthe  power  of  truth.  Biit>  when  this  carrupt 
Christianity  would  usurp  the  power  of  tho  bword,  and  meddle 
with  the  exclusive  rights  of  the  civil  power, — when,  in  hec 
bus)',  meddling  policy,  slic  would  interfere  in  mutters  of  civil 
government,  coniroilio;;,  or  impedinir,  or  disputing  ite  para* 
mount  temporal  authority — then  aequtmceoce  were  criminal, 

I  and  *ilunce,  treachery, 

Tiie  univena)  sovereignty  which  Home  covets — tliodonu* 

^neering  inSuc^ncf;  she;  set^ks  to  establi-vli— the  iron  tyranny 
which  she  would  exercise  over  the  conscience  and  the  obe- 
dience of  tie  subjects  of  a  Protectant  nation  must  be  opposed ; 
unless  we  are  prepftn^  t(i  sunuiidirr  our  iVeeJom,  our  indn- 

Ipendence,  and  our  lehgion  to  lis  uibitr^ry  dc^potisuii  and  to 
become  the  tributaries  of  a  foreign  power.     "  It  has  beeti 

|demnn5trnled  to  me"  (said  Buonaparte  in  hia  address  to  the 
legislative  body  at  Paris,  in  1809,)  "  that  the  spiritual  influ- 
ence exercised  in  my  state  by  a  foreign  sovereign,  is  contrary 
to  tile  independence  of  France,  to  the  safety  and  dignity  of 
the  throne."    The  power   claimed   and   exerci^*d  by   the 

^  Court  of  Rome  in  independent  States  U  toully  irreconcilable 

I  with  the  hearty,  full,  unlimited,  unsutpicious  allegiance  due 
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from  tftry  membet  of  eociciy  to  tlie  government  nnder 
which  lie  li¥C». 

It  U  on  these  co»ji<l«ration?,  and  on  th«se  principles  that 
I  ground  my  unccjtsing  unci  unbending  op|H>3iMon  to  the 
cljiimK  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  thiacountnr  to  dvU  power* 
To  fVee,  unfettere^l  religious  toleration— to  due  protection 
of  their  pcrsoni^,  utkI  their  property* — they  liave  an  equil 
right  with  their  ProlCfttanC  fello v*«it»ens ;  but,  until  llwy 
can  give  the  same  pledge,  and  tlie  *amc  Mscurity  for  their 
obedieno*,  ar»J  temgeratc^  in^paTtisl,  snd  legitimate  exeicite 
of  power.  I  tvotiUl  conscientiou^y  withhold  its  grant. 

Xor  let  it  be  supposed  that  the  fear»  ^hich  Prol^tAhb 
enferfain  of  an  abuse  of  power,  or  of  arbitrary  principles  of 
government  are  specnlative  cr  visionary.  Far  otherwiM :  the 
r«cord«  of  liwtory  abundantly  testify  that  Kcllarminc's  clitai, 
"  that  the  Pope  has  a  most  full  power  over  the  irhole  Church, 
both  in  ecclesiastical  and  civil  things,"  is  neither  dormant  (lor 
hannle«5.  He  who  has  impiously  been  styled  "  King  of  Kinp,'* 
and  declared  to  be  possessed  of  "  power  shore  all  pow«n, 
both  of  heaven  and  earth/'  ha»  too  often  practically  ^oim 
that  he  deeraa  independent  states  and  pon-ers  as  tributary  to 
his  power,  and  subject  to  his  rule.  Nor,  for  a  moment,  Ifl 
us  he  lUluded  by  the  supposition  th«t  the  spirit  of  modcri'- 
tion  which  so  generally  prevails  anion;;  Protestant<i,  had  ope- 
rated on  the  prejudices  and  opinions  of  Popery, — >and  in- 
parted  to  her  a  kindlier  feeling  towards  others.  Sbe  b 
unchanged  and  unchangeable.  Policy  and  prudcDce  miy 
repress  the  full  expression  of  her  scDtiments,  and  dictate  i 
moderation  in  appearance  nbtch  her  soul  abhors — her  laity 
may  by  coliision  and  intercourse  with  their  fcllow^subjecta 
have  tost  much  of  the  asperity  and  bitterness  of  bi^tiy> 
But,  ^parated  from  all  the  endearments  of  domeittic  life, 
Btranirers  in  the  kind  feelings  of  intimate  relationship,  tike 
Priesthood  ^uh^ists  in  all  iti  original  prejudice  and  power 
That  prejudice  proclaims  all  without  its  own  circle  as  here- 
tics, and  as  the  derotedvictimsof  unbelief :— and  that  power, 
which  exercises  dominion  over  the  temporal  and  etem) 
detttiniec  of  its  votaries,  which  can  wield,  at  will,  th«  nugbty 
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influtnct  of  pcnoncc,  absoluttoD,  and  purgalorr — has  lieew 
loo  oft^  used  as  the  engine  of  oppreaaion,  &nd  as  the  insti- 
gator of  cTimo  snd  rebellion. 

Tell  me  not  that  the  time  of  $udi  influence  nnrf  tTrniinj 
is  past.  Er«n  oov  the  natural  freedom  of  tlic  human  will 
bows  with  blind  submission  nndsiaviih  humili.^tion.  before  th« 
magic  influence  of  prieiitly  itominatioti.  Hers  U,  indeedj 
an  iron  bondage — dt^gradin^,  afllicting,  fatnb  In  thegrittrai 
gfKxl  scnM?  and  and  good  fcolinr*  of  my  Romnn  Cntbotic 
ici low-subjects  I  would  rcposp  confi<lence.  and  even  power. 
But,  when  I  coniemplate  their  elavixh  Mibscrviency  and 
devoted  attachment  to  Iheir  i<pintuAl  masters — when  1  e«l! 
to  min<l  the  policy,  by  wliicli  their  Prieethood  is  governed*— 
and  the  dark  irtrigues  of  Jesuitical  cunning  by  which  it  1$ 
distinguished;  when  I  recollect  the  ptota  they  have  liAtched, 
the  di-scortent  they  have  fostered,  the  rebellioitK  they  have 
planned ;  when,  to  all  thts,  1  add  that  the  same  spirit  ortd  tlie 
same  principles,  and  the  same  object,  arc  cbemhed  and  pur- 
sued by  the  present  ministers  of  this  corrupt  churchy  I  must 
benitate  to  confer  that  influence,  and  to  wtrcngtlicn  that 
power  which,  however  meekly  used  at  first,  may*  not  impro* 
bably,  at  last,beempIoyeil  to  subvert  the  government,  and  to 
overwhelm  the  generosity  that,  in  blind  and  miii taken  con- 
nice,  conferred  ihem.  For,  never  lot  us  forget  that  the 
good  of  the  Church  iw,  in  the  estimation  of  Papists,  sn  parur 
mount  a  consideration  and  object,  that  it  sanctifieif  every  act 
by  which  it  is  promoted.  Deep  a»  are  the  crimes  which 
history  records  on  this  subject,  the  motive  is  con5idered  suflt* 
cient  to  wipe  away  thtir  guilt,  and  toefi^ce  theirslain.  The 
tremendous  power  of  the  Priesthood,  wielding  the  terrori  of 
the  unseen  world,  is  the  disgrace  and  curse  of  this  religion! 

Considerations  of  self-defence — attachment  to  that  Eftta- 
bliahment,  who^e  benign  and  tolerant  spirit  concihatea  re^ 
tpect,  and  allays  animosity— regard  for  the  pmspcrity  zind 
welfare  of  our  native  land— and,  above  all,  «  recollecUon  of 
the  dark  deeds  of  Popery  in  her  career  of  uncontrolled  power 
-^ALL  teach  us  to  regard  her  profeasions  wilb  distrust^  and 
her  clftitnit  with  fear, 
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Thftt  the  Roman  Catbolk  populslloD  of  Ireland  requ 
nay  by  titeir  very  misery  and  depression,  demand^ 
amclioraEion  is  readily  conceded.  But,  let  m«  .seriously  ask' 
in  what  ropects  Roman  Catholic  enunci|>ation,  as  it  u 
termed,  would  efiect  any  beneficial  chango  in  tkeir  condition. 
Were  all  ttic  honours  and  oEHces  which  hia  MaJeAly  Iiak  to 
bestow  conferred  on  professors  of  the  Roman  Catliolic  n:li- 
gion,  the  nusery,  poverty,  and  ignorance  of  the  Irish  pta- 
saatry  would  still  remain  unmitigated  and  iuured««tne<L 
Kovnan  Catholic  emancipation  is  a  text  from  which  llv 
rcstlcEa  spirits  of  Irtxh  Roman  Catholic  orators  may  taJca 
occasion  to  deliver  bold  and  disloyal  speeches; — it  may  serre 
as  a  pretext  for  fomenting  the  public  mindi  and  endangerhj 
the  public  peace.  Rut,  from  my  heart,  1  believe  that  tiKM 
Roman  Catholic  orators  wonid  dt^cply  regret  the  success  of 
their  own  professed  wishes — for  there  would  thou  retnun  » 
them,  no  theme  for  exciting  public  attention,  or  ogitatii^ 
the  national  passions. 

That  c^miuicip^ttion  will  force  itself  on  tl>c  mijxU  of  meo^ 
I finnly believe:  butit iaunemancii^tionfroniignonuice, mid 
vice,  and  spiritual  domination,  and  not  from  cini  disabilities 
The  progresa  of  education  afid  truth  I*  slowly,  but  surely, 
undennining  the  caui%  i»f  Fo;>ery.  To  what  event  the  tWI 
deTtlopemcht  of  tliis  fact  will  be  indebted,  no  human  pn- 
ilencc  or  foresight  can  {H^dict; — but  of  the  fact  itMflf  ifaine 
can  be  no  doubt.  Truth  may  be  slow,  but  it  is  euro  in  iti 
progress.  Entcrt^ning  tliesc  sentiments,  I  withhold  not 
their  full  expre^ion;  but  deeply  should  I  regret  werettkj 
to  be  inl»eomtnie<l  into  unkind  or  iincharitabld  feeling*  to- 
i^ards  the  Roman  Catholics  themselves.  1  oppoaH-  myuit 
not  to  the  persons,  but  to  the  opinions  of  mankind.  To  tbe 
professors  of  Popery,  generally,  I  give  ray  heart,  my  sjni- 
pathy,  and  my  prayers;— to  thfflr  factroat,  intempcralc,  and 
disloyal  .orators  I  promise  an  unbending  opposition,  and  a 
bold  exposure : — not.  Iiowever,  unmingled  with  ray  earoesi 
prayer  tliat  God  would,  in  his  great  mercies,  di-scorcr  U> 
them  the  error  of  their  ways,  and  put  into  their  hcirts  hts 
r^ost  excellent  gift  of  charity,  and  brbig  them  into  his  nmt 
holy  truth. 
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Papal  F^ncroachments  and  Papal  Jnt'isdiction. 

TuR  mo»i  autbmiic  bi&toricaJrcGot^»ttuliibiijibly  d^moiiHtrate,  U»it 
mx  ccnturioi  uUpn^d  before  Ibe  Cburcb  of  Konsc  had  nny  tboiing  in 
Uitt  countryi  Tbr  fit^t  luis^ionnrics  cstnblUlicd  tLcmscJvc^  in  Uri- 
ulQ  by  ihn  favuitr  Anil  paironage  of  duon  priucx^K.  But,  ihul  tb« 
Anglo-Suiou  Ctiurcbcfe  diflcml  fiuai  tbc  Cljurcb  of  ItoLue  j*  manl- 
iest, from  tlic  olf]i:ctir>iis  of  thci  foniic^r  %o  iiiimyc-vrvi^ljip  «iid  t1i<  in- 
vocation oi  snintjij  t»  trannuhplATitiution,  atul  otbcr  ^rron.  tt  ir&s  not 
tJVLtil  llic  twelfth  century  that  ihe  Pope's  joiitdktion  wm  c^tabliihcd 
in  th'i*  fmintry;    nnd  i^nnirniK^d   (but  nftt  withfint  fivqumt  ^ppn^kioa 

hTii)  TcsdictiaiiM  by  tlje  King  mid  pArliAincnt.  from  tbe  35lb  Edwud 
1-  to  rhc  25l.h  Hcuiy  VilL*)  till  the  bc^nninp  of  the  livtrrntb  ecu- 
Wry.  At  thst  epoch  ocL'urrtd  the  tvcr- memorable  Rfipi>]<AiATiox, 
trhidi  nbolisbctl  tbc  intrusive  jiirisdietiDn  of  the- I'ope^  uud  restored 
to  iliu  Ciymn,  tbo  sovereignly  over  ibc  bUitc  cccJesiuticai,  and  to 
tbe  Churdi  of  England  it»  ancient  rigbtx  bm\  independence, 

Tbe  hn^  serien  of  ftlotntcsl^  ngninst  (be  pnpjkl  encroach mroTs 
^pactcd  prior  to  th«  llcformation,  dniing  the  fourteenth  nnd  liftccntb 
centuries,  iv  of  ^rcnt  LEupurCance  in  dJ8iiiJgui«btng  tbe  poli<kat  dfiagfr 
of  Popery  from  the  religiom  corruptions  iit'  ibe  f  liuitb  of  Koni;;,  nnd 
in  »liuvriug  tliBL  the  Church  of  EogUud't  njcctjuo  of  Popciy  mt  tbe 
RcformatioD,  did  not  orifcinato  with  Luther,  or  in  tlto  lenaiuditla  of 
Hciity  Vllf.  (lu  tbc  Roman  Cnthohcfl  pr«tcn<},)  but  wim  tbc  idUniftto 
Tctuttof  tbc  national  ubhorrence of  a  for^gn  juriidictioD.     ToBlack- 


Xh  r^ifuBid  1.   «\  97.  9fl  THwxrd  III.  ,\  7, 14. 13  Riclmrd  IT.    9,  7  Hfini? 
I  IV.SUcjirx  V.3V  Htnr^  VL  7  Eil^ftnl  IV.  lOllfor^  VH.  V4,  tf5  llcj.fy  Vllt 

f'  "  Li  lliG  UfUk  tut  itii'  civcullr^n  *if  itU  iIiL'sr  it^liiico  i^d  wurilh  jii-annntirt  ficUiM, 

twinjf  {ni  *p  »id)  nicJ  ic  cojumaiir!  n  ciljiOmi  of  dir  pailv.  Im**"  th'tnini'imicJ,  ic 

rCOnMuon   tpccth,  mt  uiily  ilir  i*rk,  bm  thf  offenn  \tK\ief'  mnintniiiittg  the  fapal 

iWtleh  *t  (nil  pr^nunvT,  vU>  bmKfiurii^  nfi^ga  pnxctr  h\if*  t^JT  fav/,  mid  cr^jitjag 
|frip>riimi  in  impprij,  hf  pn)  in^  [hiiT  ribctJjbnco  Ifj  Tifijitl  jrruvChi,  "H'blLti  miiBtLta* 
1  trouaUT  bffioii^c  1(1  ih'*  Kin^  uliiiir<,  loiig  bcforLi  tlie  ftcfonuulJoii  In  ihr  fricn  Of 
Elhniy  VIlI.''^BAirAM0iw'f  CpirmnraTtfi,  lib>  Iv-  cnp.  fir 
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-  lu  the  Preface  to  tbe  tune  RemArkfl^  Mr.  Sharp  has 
ftttcatioQ  of  the  public  to  tbe  ^uda  eioptoycd  to  introdu 
jurUdtction  into  England,  fmuda  ecjualled  only  by  the 
tlic  DecretBk  and  of  tbe  DonatioD  of  CoD8tantine.  '^  * 
jnl!iience  of  a  foreign  Pinrfr  some  pretended  fitatates  t 
force  and  power  of  Itrw  in  Engtaod,  though  they  vrere  i 
ordained  only  '  by  tbe  King  and  bis  CouDcil/  at  the  t 
enactment,  witliout  tlic  least  mention  of  tbe  eonseot  of 
mcDt^  or  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  Kingdonij  atid  ' 
therefore,  to  have  been  mere  ordcn  ht  Council,  though  ai 
'  At  the  I'arUameiU,'  m  order  to  give  them  the  appears 
The  learned  Sir  Edward  Coke,  gives  several  iastaoces  < 
poMd  statutes,  that  bad  been  repealed  or  dix^rmcd,  (^ 
coDseot  of  the  Commons)  wbicb  were,  nevertheless,  publii 
forced  as  real  statutes-  viz.  5  Richard  II.  cap,  5.  and  S 
cap.  15.  and  sigain  the  2  Henry  V.  cap.  7.  all  which,  as 
Coke  remariifl,  were  duarovxd  by  tht  Commoru,  and  (ye 
tended  Acts  were  printed  (4  Inst,  p.  51.  aod  3  Inst,  p.  40 
when  we  consider  the  purpote$  for  which  ^ese  notorious 
committed  by  tbe  three  English  kings*  above  mentione 
mi II Latere— that  they  were  really  to  support  a&d  eaforc 
cbrietjan  doctrines  of  the  Pttpal  Gaternment  at  Rome,  I 
strale  the  extreme  danger  of  graoting  any  share  of  poUt 
mcnt  to  persons  who  submit  their  religii/U4  opiolons  to  th 
that  fatal  Foreign  power. 
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Iticbanl  11.)  u  <iat«d  by  Sir  £ilwjhr<]  Coke,  3  Inat.  p.  40^  wv  ibO^— 
'  By  ctiloiir  of  ihn  tiip\vy^*.'tl  Hrt,  ^rcrlam  j^cnoni  Ibnt  held — /W 
rmaga  Turrr  not  £a  be  nmrxAipprii,  At.  wnrr  hnlHrn  in  strong  priion 
uniil  they  (to  reilcciu  their  rcxAtioo)  niisernbly  yiddifd  before  tlioftc 
iua»Ufa  of  divinity  to  (nkcoutli,iiU(l  did  Juror /o-jwHfAi/^inm^w,  whicb 
way  agaiiiKi  the  mora}  and  ctcmnl  Inw  of  Almighty  Gml/  Thc^  pur* 
;  of  ibe  itcond  illegal  ^taimc  ahuvG  mvutioi^CLl.  (viz.  2  llcnry  IV> 
15.)  was  flguiiiEt  peraoHi  wIioiei  they  were  plemed  to  call  hactka 
[?*-'  giving  power  to  the  bithop  or  ordinary  to  convent  before  bim,  or 
imprisoii  any  person  suspected  of  hcTCfry^'  nod  ordftioing  (conlrRTy  to 
tlif  laws  ot  God)  Ihai  nn  obfcUtifltc  heretic  {or  any  ptnon  wboui  m 
i^nofatit  I'lipisb  ^ ticliUNinic  wnx  plenncd  to  caU  go,)  '  &huU  be  burned 
bcfi/rr  the  {leople!^  Thv  purpoi^cof  the  (JiirtJ  \\\v^a\  fituluU'  ('2  Henry 
\.  cap*  "0  vri3  e<iufllly  diabolical,  vii.  '  That  all  the  oflicera  of  go- 
vernment shidl  be  Bwocn  to  as&ibt  the  ordtnurita  in  ttt'trpotmg  hcfaiet.' 
(The  ^onderiLtkuLion  of  tx  hcrutic  to  be  extirpated  was  w«ll  known  by 
tlie  ordinary  proesi  cf  execution  at  that  timCj  lo  mean  estirpatioa 
by  fire,  exactly  in  the  style  of  old  Bubylon.)  '  That  an  heretic  con- 
viL-t  ahull  forfeit  all  hi&  fee-simple  lauds,  goods,  cbflilela,  aad  tbcy 
which  be  indicted  of  heresy  shall  be  <le1iTered  to  llie  ordinaries,'  i.  e. 
f<ir  an  ioquisitoiisJ  triAl,  and  contctjucot  '  extirpatioa  in  flame«  of 
fire/ 

*'  By  iuch  notorious  trciichcry  and  <li5hoi]ctty  in  forging  attuutct, 
did  the  zealots  of  the  Bomuii  Cburcb  mtroducc  the  J'npal  tyranny 
find  crudty  into  Kuglnn'T,  \Tliich  circuniKtaticcj^  umply  pirrve  the  ex- 
treme danger  of  eiitruAtiikg  itJiy  pcnioni  wltb  o.  ihnre  of  potuictd  power, 
whose  rdigioas  opinioua  ^re  Bubje(;t  to  »ueb  a  fulHl  furH^n  infiuaicc-" 
(preface  to  Remark*  on  the  Irish  Ii</man  CiUhoUa  Ciiitchunt,J 


Aftcimi  Rffigion  of  IrcUind—Pope  Afiriam's  StiiLi 

Since  the  i^furjous  lUu  of  »  ocw  KcformaiioD,  at  pmcnl  b«ma  m 
petlitirid  myR  «mong  ibc  loog-dt^luiled  Romau  CaholJci  of  IrclAud,  il  ■ 
C4aDiH  but  bi:  ilccuH^d   txjjcclknt,  nay  ncccK^nry,  lo  hiscri  here  iM 
foUoiviiii;  coDcijtc dUj^uUtioii   jvijifclMig  the  atu-'icut  nrli^iuQ  uf 
land,  ivilh  «  tnotUtidii  of  Tope  ,Adrian'i   Bull,  wLicU  comniM 
IlmTy  U-  to  i[itro4ui<c  iincl  ote^blUli   tbv  Rorrutn  CclIIioIIc  tyiUv  b 
tVut  king<li^ni.      Itulb  thcii;  docummU  nr«  trjiiiHcnb>^c\  from   l}ic  nlo- 
ahlc  Aocl  Cruly  "  I*rnlc*tant  rftrjvhlftm"   r»f  iW  Right  Urvrrrnd  !>*. 
BcBOKHi,  Lord  Biabop  of  SiilUbury,  (LtCc  of  5i.  DavtiTt).    TVy 
EDcrit  an  allentive  perusj<!,  eb|>i;ciully  tit  thi»  cnsiii,  nben  (he  ttdiT»^lct 
of  Roman  CaJholic  prqUh»Li»n«  unl>buliiti^ty  AShcrl,  ihnt  tin:  nncicnl  | 
religion  of  Lrclaod  waa  Fopcry,    Tbc^  (locumcnts — one  uf  which  U 
mmc  potent  in  its  uaiure^  a»  tin^inatinf;  (u'>m  ihe  See  of  RoDic->-elcarff 
disclaiiu  nnd  coolrndict  the  iusttLioiin.     fit^rijitt^p  they  lend  lo  profti 
thut  the  Anctcnc  religion  of  licland  coincided  with  ihnt  of  Engkmd,'] 
and  ibat  both  were  united  al  uu  eiirly  period* 

TlieBijll  of  I'opc  Adrian  IV.  hiwhieh  be  glrwhisconscni  lo  HenrT 
the  Second^  <;iiu(juc»t  of  Irrluud,  tm  couditiun  uf  bis  paying  Peter*  ^d 
pence,  h  «  ciiri<]Ua  And  iniportATit  biMoiicnl   (Tocummt,  And  conuini  ^^ 
indiaputoblc  evidence,  tbut  Popcty*^  wm  not  the  ancvnt  rrRpcm  of  tht 
Irish— nof   the  yiii^*)n  of  Irth»d  hvfbro  the  miifdlG  of  ibe  iwclflh 
century-     If  tbU  fafl_,  Iht  madfrtt  intvutluctian  ftf  Poprry  into  tTvbnd. 
were  more  ^nernlly  knuvn  in  ttiat  country,  it  nii^bt  teiMt  ntA  ft  litde  ^U 
to  break  that  &j>ell,  whieh  Wind*  ilic  cyt*  of  the  lri»b  PkpEaii  to  ihc  ^^ 
errore  of  the  CbuRh  of  Itomc,     "  I    eonfest,"   says  Arcfabbhofi 
n»ber  in  Uh  Letter  to  Sir  Christopher  Sihtliorp,  "  1  «ofTiewh«t  Il^^H 
dine  to  be  of  yonr  mind,  tbnt  if,  under  Ihe  Einthorities  dravm  cot  of^H 
ScripUirca  and  fathcm,  (which  are  cominon  to  m  wiUi  othert)  m  true 
discovery  were  odiled  of  that  reli}i;Ion,  which  andtittttf  wat  pradcued 
in  this  kingdotii,  it  might  prove  «  iperial  motive  to  induce  my  poor 
counliynicn  to  eoitsid4!r  u  little  better  of  tbe  old  and  true  ^vay^  from 
whence  they  bnvc  hittterto  been  mUled.*     An<l  wlmt  vna  tbAt  M 
And  true  way?     The  Arclibiahop  *ny«,  *'  A«  fnr  as  I  oui  colled  by 
eueb  records  of  the  fonnta-  ujcea  lu  have  come  unto  loy  bswh,  (ciihe^ 
mnnuKcript  or  printedj)  the  religion  profcAed  by  lb«  dnere*'  bi«bop«, 

•  Pflpof?  i»  nut  merely  Ihc  wwihip  of  Sah»%  f»\  t4  tlic  tf  im,  Md  llie  Mkt  (ft  * 
i  wniuljtlBnti^iioD,  Pofgotory,  Ut.  txut  NilHDfnioo  to  Uic  jtibdialan  of  ibr  F^j-pt. 


A»CIKNT  RELIGK)!?  Of  lAKLASIIf, 


Hj  ind  Other  cbrivliiins  in  tlii*  Inml,  wu  for  mitnlancc 
tba^vry  flfemc  witb  ibat,  ivhick  not?  by  publii:  kuthdnty  U  maiTitfliitci) 
tbcrL-tn  figninht  llifl  Jh'rifc"  ifiictntif  hrcioght  in  tbitb^r  in  tatUr  iijntn 
by  tbe  Bi^hoji  i>f  Rmne's  follnw«rt/'  Thii  the  pi'inrnt^  liu  obon- 
djindy  provrd  in  ihc  six  Arst  rhjiipterfi  nf  bin  "  DiHt'oune  oq  the  Reli- 
gioo  a/iciaitfp  professed  by  tbc  InaL  uiid  Briluh,"  In  tVir  aub«e- 
qoent  chuptcn  he  discuiscs  tlie  Pope's  "  fipirttual  jurtaUictioti.  and 
tUovn  bow  litilr  fooling  it  biid  at  tint  io  ibuc  |)iLrt»."  Uat  to  rdiim 
10  Pope  Adriftii't  Bull. 

The  Arf  hbinfiop  consi^lcts  tbr  genrral  claim,  vhkh  in  ihia  bull  the 
Pope  made  to  Ireland,  on  thu  giouad  tbHi  Iiclund,  iLiid  nil  othor 
Isltttids  iaio  which  CbriHttJuiity  hud  bcvu  iutroilucL-d^  belonged  of  right 
to  &t,  PctcT,*  ond  to  ih«  Church  of  nomn,  to  be  8  proof,  that  he  had 
DO  ochcr  claim,  And  that  tbo  UUnd  had  noi  been  »iubj«cC  to  btin  prc- 
vfotuly  to  bin  comppxct  with  Heury  U. 

ftfr.   Rohurt-'H  aIko,  ifi  liiA  Tftlu^iblc  nnd  lotcrcstiitf;  Ticvfcv  of  the 

Policy  Mid  pcculmr  Ooclrincii  oF'  the  Church  uf  Uonit',  (p,  JUfi,  107.) 

TMiti<>tH  ihii  aiUlress  being  to  ihe  King  inalaulof  the  clergy; — nod  th« 

,  «(pi*rtion'<  nf  Hi>nry'*  jtf'inttug  CWitlint^'ity  »i»  IrcUnil,  mid  tlms  «?• 

ittHfifg  the  limiU  of  the  Church,  m  evidences  to  the  same  purpnHo. 

Bnic,  indeed,  informs  ns^  ihitT  Adrian  had  condemned  the  lri*ih  for 
HaroTt;  Bfid  tbol  (bdr  hcrcFty  ^im  the  reason  of  liiii  cutcriuff  iiito 
compncl  wilb  Iknry  fi>r  the  occiipmion  of  the  cntmtry.  Wc  bnvc  in 
chat  i^ct  ftlouc  suffLcicnC  pi/wf  that  Ireland  u'n^  not  /Vr  within  iht 
pnleof  the  Cbnrch  of  Itoiue.  Tliis  charge  of  heresy  was  aW  jubcrtcd 
by  Harding  in  hii  Chrourclt  u  contuty  before  Bale's  liuic;  and  i» 
confrriucil  hy  a  contcmpornry  writer,  GJrjddus  CsunhrenjiJEt,  in  bis 
clmracter  of  the  Iribb;  and  by  the  provisions  of  the  council  of 
Ca>-hcl  ill  1173.  'tlie  intpuied  Afrtffjf  yi/a9  the  bcrtsy  of  diMripllnc 
ruihci  tbui  uf  docninc;  hut  it  c<|uriUy  abowft  thv  nou'Cuiirutmity  i>f 
^/Aff  iud<nf  JrnA  Church  la  the  Church  of  Rome. 

But  even  trithoQt  rhc^  evidence!  of  tbcir  non^conforaiity,  it  la 
,  cl«fir  from  the  IjiU^nge  of  thi>  Bull,  thit  Irclitiid  nae  nof.  mbject  to 
iXiti  Pnpe  at  the  time  of  tbix  cel(^hratfd  compmmise-  For,  if  Ireland 
hfld  tkrn  bccD  nitbin  tbo  jarisdictton  of  the  Prjpc,  he  never  would 
hftve  spoken  of  (.Ibvistlanily  a%  ptmUt-d  iheie  by  Heury,  nor  of  the 
UmU  o£  the  Cturtb  befnR  ratorgcd  hy  \i\in.  Of  thia  pUnting,  too, 
and  enlnr^euient  be  a|ieuks  m  the  irttctUion  of  the  Kickg»  not  yet  done, 


*     B^  Uir  diiTiaiion  of  CoiUilofttfui? ;  of  which  *'  notarioui  forger;/'  teo  Viiit^ 
voL  I.  p.  111. 
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but  io  6c  iome*    He  m«iiiJons  aho  bis  adtthg  Irc1iti>d  to  ttic  naid 

of  UtjukiU  uibjccl  to  St-  l'c[<r  and  the  Church  <;f  Hotoc  u  C*M9e\ 

t4  iltniy'*  pfopo«»I,  •n*^  the  ^ood  purpaoei  profc^cJ  by  bioi.    Hi 

_/JrjVA.  wliifh  hp  might  i^fi  m  n  Pope.  judj^iTig  tbi^ni  to  be  A^r/iVjt, 
which  hi- wAiiM  not  liAVC  lionc^  if  th^y  h^rl  been  /f/uuncfjn  Caf, 
Wc  hATC.  tbervfor^,  for  the  trroden  titablithattnt  tif  Popery  io  Irt- 
]md,  the  Riithoriiy  <if  n  Pope,  the  very  I'opc,  nbo  tru  itiAirumcotil 
in  tliat  ciublitthiavtit.  Tbc  pivsont  race  of  Inbh  ilomm  CaihoUo 
call  Popcfy  f Ac  wnnrn^  religion  of  Inland.  They  may  learn  frwa 
Adrians  Bull,  that  i'opcry  tim  no  such  daiin  to  their  vcncrMtn. 
Tbcy  tnuy  learn,  too,  tvhat,  perhaps,  wtll  noL  increase  tbelr  teueretioi 
far  Poprry,  that  its  cnrnbliNhiiK-iit  iti  Jrttai>il  weu  th«  work  «(  !«• 
Kngliflimen, — an  Enghsh  i'c>pc,*  aikI  an  Kngh^h  King. 

Tbu  ori^iflil  trxt  of  Ibt  Popc't  Bull  itiay  be  sMrn  En  GimWIcn  Caa»- 
btvnAifl'ti  Tructa  d<  E:ipugpaC.  ilihcrn.  niiiJ  Dt  rtlus  tt  ^c  gf*^it.  Mi 
I'urU,  itc,     'lljcic  i»  a  liaif^lDtioti  of  it  in  Rdjiin't    Hihtvry  of  K 
land,   CoUycrs  Ecclrs^  History  ot  (treat  Brriahi,  l^lnncTEi  History  i>f 
Irclttod,  Loni  Lytilcion't  Uitlory  of  llcury  II,,  Kob«rU'c  no«i«iv 
lb«  I'oKryanil  ptaihur  Dorlriu^tof  theChnrcli  nf  Hoidc,  Chali 
lafe  of  Adrmu  IW  m  the  Biof,Tii|>litcuf  Diciiuuaiy,     For  tlac  tfinl 
lion  here  lubjotucd,  tbc  l'o»tsrripc  of  Pr  Uur|£r»  it  anvn^enl 


Pojie  Adrian'ti  BnlL 

"  AumiX!K.  Bl^op,  Msrvuut  of  the  serrauta  of  God,  to  ouv 
bflov^  Son  in  Chiif^t,  ihv  illustiiouK  Kin^  of  Eoglanci,  bcahb 
ApoBVollcel  bfiKidiciton, 

"  Vour  iiJf;hiM»^'A  <leiire  of  extending  the  ^oty  of  your  nansr  oB 
earth,  and  of  ubtiiuiD^  tbe  rcn-nrd  of  cleiiml  bappiiKs»  m  lKavcn,» 
IniidabEe  tinil  l>citcJicial ;  tuauuiLch  aft  yoirr  iottrtit  !»,  a»  aCaihdk 
i'riiite,  t«  tnlurgr  fAc  Urnits  vft^c  Church,  to  declare  t]»c  iruib  tif 
ChmlUn  faith  to  untaught  snti  r^dr.  uutAtMit,  K\^t\  to  cr>i)ii;aic 
fiODi  the  field  of  the  Lonf.  Far  the  irioro  coorvuivnt  cxccutimi  oi 
\\\\\  detign  you  rt^quirc  ihr  coontel  nad  faroUT  of  Ui«  Apoalolk  St^  \ 
\n  ih\i  undcrlAkin^  wc  aii^  confident,  tliAl,  miih  the  blnung  of  llv  I 
Lord,  you  wili  ha\*e  the  huppier  niocen  io  pioportii^D  to  ibesMtl-      I 

■  AdrJnti  ur^  n  Liiiivr  u{  Laii^rriv,  finr  Si.  Afh«ra  b  HertfonjAlurc.  rCI;*]iur4^| 
jlU^p^irT^[  niclniimrv.)  \  lliirirKn^LUhinMiHK4lhniii*Mik|C™<  lu  tliu iirfftridSV 
tTDiuncikin,— John  of  Suliiipniv,-  »|ip  mji  It  w»  at  hit  mM9t,  thai  tie  Pcpf  i 
cvLLHuLrd  u  ihc  l»o)]ua  oi  Irelniid,  ' 


viirit  4i>itiAM  m  *QtiM 


All 


Nj     ch 


Icncc  of  your  mutivc,  mid  tbc  ^r«atDC»B  of  yuur  iliactvttofi,  vrith  ivhicb 
yoa  prtK^i^'i!  in  it,  b«oaiiBv  tlio^c  uii(i<?riitkb|{»  nre  n^^milly  oiLcndcd 
witb  n  Lai^^t  iLatc  of  »ucc«u.  wliicb  urigtnntu  in  |]i«  ardour  of  fiiitb, 
utid  tikc  love  of  rcl]gii)i>.  Then  u,  indcfd,  no  dmibi,  ihat  lrclu>d 
sojI  jJl  th(.'  i^liUiilA  wUicb  tbe  Sun  <ir  rigbteoDBn^&  ]iu«  (?jili|-liLi.'niHt, 
ttud  wtiicb  hare  l-ec(^i^■r<!  ihc  doctriuc»  of  Cbribliauity,  leloiiK  to  tbc 
jumtiktioiifit  6t.  Pclcr,  ood  of  ilic  Holy  Eomau  Cntkotir  Ciiurcb, 
as  your  Hii^biKisv  ucknowlcd^.  \V«  bavc,  therefore,  tbe  muro 
willlo);ly  iourtcil  among  thcni  a  faitbful  plant,  and  a  £f^  ucxepuble 
to  God,  bccRUsCj  alter  mafufc  okami nation,  we  dibtijictly^br^^fr  tliat 
if  ctight  to  lie  done.  Sjiicc^  then,  most  d<;urly  beloved  Soo  m  Chnut, 
you  bare  iki^nitictl  lo  us,  tbat  you  intend  youi  opcdition  (o  irdbud 
JD  order  to  aiibjcct  the  people  lu  luwa»  and  to  e^tirjiaU  lict ;  nnd 
cliaC  ^uti  u>T  wilim];  lo  puy  lo  Su  I'etcr  uii  uiLiunl  pension  of  one 
penny  froti)  CYCiy  liou»Cj  tind  to  prcacnrc  the  ri(;U4B<if  tbccUurclj» 
<rf  Lhnt  Inud  inviolate  a.tid  cotiiT^  %vc,  tbercforc^  Appioving,  ii>  it 
d«MTvcK,  your  piouia  onrl  laudable  dcii^n,  und  giving  out-  bcutty  HAsciit 
to  your  pt'titioii^  Hrt  wdl  pipiut-d,  jhiit  you  should  niuke  n  descent  on 
tbttt  UIhuJ  in  <jrdrr  /u  rnlargt  tht  hmiti  oj  the  Church,  to  rcftrftn  the 
pm£ra$  of  vice,  to  cornet  tht  mopticr&  iff'  (he  people,  /«>  hupl/tnt  i^irtiu^ 
to  irtcrtasc  the  hioKledge  of  ChrtAtwiitti ;  nnd  thai  you  niay  cKccute 
vt'butevcr  inRy  couduce  to  ibc  bortoar  of  God,  am)  (o  tbc  tiulvutioa  of 
tbc  peupte,  Mny  tbe  jH^opIe  receive  you  honourably,  and  v<^icrat« 
you  Di  tbeir  lord,  providrd,  ibal,  on  your  pftrt,  tbc  riglit*  of  iUt 
cburclc»i  be  {ircaorvcd  iuviolutt;  uDtl  eutire  ;  nod  tbL>  aunual  pt^mion  of 
ic  pcimy  Iruui  every  liuutc  be  paid  to  ^t.  tcter,  uud  to  llic  br>ly 
ouuiu  Cburcb.  If  tben  yoa  determine  to  put  your  dt^igu  in  eic- 
cotion,  »ludy  to  improve  ibe  nntloii  in  virtue,  nnd  do  nil  thnt  in  you 
li«b,  (as  well  as  by  tbc  avid  of  »ncb  ^wraouB  hb  yuii  may  jud(;e  lo  be 
qualified  fur  tbis  puipotc  hy  tbcb  fnich^  tbck  doctrine,  aiul  lil'e)  fuf 
tbc  bonoijr  of  tbe  Cburcb,  for  tbc  phttitn^  And^rt/Un-^^of  the  Chrintlan 
jfaitb  i  uid  that  all  tbings  perlmuiiig  to  ihc  glory  of  God,  nnd  ibc 
ftidtatioii  af  fiouh,  fray  be  so  regnlaied  by  yo",  as  (o  i-'iiitir  you  to  rtr- 
CClTC  au  vttTTial  rcvriu'J  ti^uiu  God,  and  immorlal  renown  on  vairtb/ 

Jobu  of  ^liibmy  tvbo  negocinted  tbe  compact  betvreen  tbe  King 
and  tbr^  I'opc,  rchtK  tbe  Fope^K  pretended  right  to  the  A7Vereiguty  of 
Irv Und,  on  tbc  doiiuLion  of  Cuoatanilne-  Bui  he  docs  it  witb  some 
iMr&itatioii.  ''  All  iilandi"  (be  says)  "  of  ancient  right,  are  mid  to 
httfong  to  the  (^liurcb  of  Bonic  by  tbe  donation  of  CooKUntine/'  He 
was  too  b-ju nod  and  sfl^aciou^  ti  wrUcr  itot  to  be awuje  of  tlie  forgery 
iiupe  aid  edict.     Luurcntiua  Valb,  huroujuaj  trndotbejicaruerl 
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FapUCt  Ackcrmledg?  it  to  be  a  hrpvy.  Yet  Uiii  itirrrpiiikxif  i 
l\tm  VTAS  the  fbuiidfltioa  of  til]  the  Pope's  tciDpcrnl  power,  Umlcr  ib 
Mnciioua  ibc  fupc  d&iitjvil  ll<-  rigbi  u{  ctiiiJcmu|;  tbc  sonmrlgiuf  «i 
Irdind  e«  llcMy  II.  At  the  time  of  ibc  AWbrmttlton^  Uio  rigbt 
th«a  OODtvyod  iraB  Lhoiigbt  by  (b^r  Pnrii»U  to  be  ilil)  inherent  in  ibc 
Pope.  It  vns  unknown  or  forgottca,  ihntj  if  tbc  Pope  }mA  tnir 
potMintd  the  H^ht,  he  licifl  mnvpy^d  if  dwny  to  th«>  ICfti^  ind  hn 
heh^  for  ever  j  j^i/tt  karetkttfm  ponwfmfltnn,  wiyx  Jriin  rfnf  Sftlnhnf^ 
who  Hiyv  tbut  il  WM  nt  bt^  rcr^ucnc,  <a^/  prrcn  ntras)  that  tL(  J 
^mntctl  it  tn  Hmry.  ll  whb  alao  torpTilen  that  the  Kmf;  ttcciuip 
IDucli  b«ll«T  ri^bl  in  tbe  aubmi^&ioii  not  only  oi  the  whole 
the  Irish  ftcr^,  hilt  of  ihckingt  and  princes  cf  f  rcliuifl,  who  i 
lilin  ft?  tbcit  "  LonI  nntl  Kin^/'flnd  tlic  natiott  h  miicb  »KirfTiiif>iii 
of  dnliutioii  &m]  pruicctiou  by  tlieir  pmticipution  oF  the  Kii^bh 
Jgm  niKl  ^i>venirn«nt  than  tbe  iottrei|j;ntf  ol  the  Pope  GOuU  «i)rd 
tbcm.  '*  Irclnnil"  \%a.yi  Lc-Jand  tpcoking  nf  the  ria  of  the  Rtfom*' 
tlou)  "  buL  biMTJi  for  Bgus  coMlticnd,  i^iid  loituMrioutly  rvprucniel, 
fti  ^fitfi^tht  P9p<,  turifbt  of  the  Cburcl)  of  nA«uc.  By  'Anmti 
thii  imn^iiiiry  riglit,  the  hcigniriry  of  lh«  lLin^d»<i>,  St  waa  vtS 
koowEt,  bad  bcFii  ruDferrvd  on  Hviir^'  II."*  KJHTwbcro,  Lc^nJ 
ilio  cA)«crvc«,  '*  one  cftnmtt  icriomly  rv^L^ft  on  the  pro^uc  bypo- 
erivy  of  ibiA  tntnsiotion  wUbout  lb«  iit-nio^t  liomn-.  \Mtle  did 
Henry  fbrenee,  ni  tlie  blindiiea*  oi  bi>  iLmbittot),  the  perplexity  br 
was  to  cxpcntntc  fitim  ibai  powt^r  be  non-  contributed  h>  afpuuSH^ 
or  tbc  beary  weight  ^i  opprctMon  with  wbicb  it  wu  to  fall  qpoi  Ui 
ovrn  bead.  A  Bull  wu  fremed  without  cLehty,  faUy  confovvnUe  le 
tfac  wj«bct  nnd  purpo«t»  of  the  King.  Ft  is  here  Jnserletl  at  l»^ 
ftud  BfibnU  a  abockb|(  iDfliwce  of  the  pioflif^aqr  luid  iinpoty  ofPn 
tivuqiatiaii/'* — Letand't  Hutorj/  of  Ireimdt  xtA.  i.  p.  ft — ^ 


*  nijnary  o(  IrcJaud^  vol.  ij-  p.  160.  4<o.  cd. 
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No.  rv. 

Oa(h  of  a  lioT/tan  Catholic  Bishop* 

We^s  Dn.  CuBTi«,  the  iJtuIar  Hoaian  Catliolic  Prinmtc  in  Irc- 
llancl  Wjui  exdiULiiud  bi-fua*  tbe  CouiiniUec  of  tbv  HitURc  of  Lords^ 
iTCKpcctiit^  the  outlj  tfhkcn  by  bisthuipN  o£'  hiH  co[Dmuijii>n,  bcforr  tlidT 
ffODaccralion,  be  «tetcd,  "  it  if  not  an  oAtb  of  iJlcgiancc  \  it  ii  tberc 
called  «n  «jM  of  Jidelittf*  aDii  thnt  is  merely  to  cliHiinguish  il, 
becauiic  il  is  Ukc»  Co  a  Ai^^cr  personage;  but  it  nicunii  noUting  nioro 
ban  cftnonic&l  obc<JlcDcc,f  tbe  ob^dicDCc  whkh  the  caooDSXit'  the 
rCbun-b  ur  ^cticriil  i^ouijclls  inquire  lu  be  puid  tu  tb«  Pupc  ■«  licjiii  of 
ftbc  Chuicb."  Di  Cititii  ibcd  i]c]ivt:]i.-L|  ill  »  j4H|xi  (;t>uuiiili^  &  vupy 
;  tbc  ciulbr  whicb  n'oa  tx«cl«  nod  ii  lis  foUow«> 

A  Copy. 
"  At  au  audience  of  bis  llollnesi,  beld  on  tbe  dtb  day  o^ 
June,  l/Dh 
"  Tlic  avchbi«]io|iri  of  tbe  kiiigrlora  of  Ireland  bjivc  ciipUlaetl  lo  our 
rinoftt  boly  Lcird,  tbut  tbmuj^lj  tlic  iL^utJraiiee  or  disbuiiwlyl  ni  icmc 


^ 


*  Tli«  trilbaunj  uf  Uiir  vjtnrn,  llinl  in  llip  faugungo  of  tbe  BormD  court,  Iho 
iMftliopS  uvili  ia  >nli:i]  uik  uuf'f  i^^iicfu^p  dr>ciVL->  itmi'li  uJU-iiiiDM,  "  WNiii  jjiijr 
one,"  uii»  the  tJiutlknt  docturSl-  Tlmmiu.  "  in  rlnLiiuiin<<l  n*  ricDirrmiMiJcnffil  for 
Apoitdrj^  hia  fuhjoLild  nv»  t>y  llir  fjiclj  >bBalv»k  frum  Jiji  ciomiit^otu  AHit  itam  ilicir 
aaiti  <tifeiU^  fjuraattnto  fi-ictuQtiiy  io  li'i>-^'  7'A-  S.  £Arv-T<iJ>  ^i'>  17^  iirC-  ?■  Frjpo 
STitnnV.  Ill  Im  ItutI  nr^uimt  Hi.-Jir,v,  Klu|t  uf  Nnrnrn;  jinri  ihf^  friiic*  »f  Coiroift, 
ttyi,  "  ity  ihc  autbnrM^  ai  ihuc  |irc9tiiE%  wu  Ou  fbnnJv?  iiid  ei*1  Ircp  ah  pC'rwo*, 
PI  rti'll  ^ir^iiilTj  Ai  ti'vi«rjifl_v,  frLiii*  Jinj  %\\eh  oii^h,  nud  from  ill  itniy  w^i^ilturvi'^  Id 
fVB^wcC  4if  domnmin,  ^i'n^fy  f/fViih^^rijiJ  ond  nbtdknce/'  Va^t  (JJcnicnl  V-  in  The 
CDtuicll  of  VkBiifl.  iiiji  of  lilt  Eiiipi-ror'*  uiidi  lu  Wm*  ""  Bj  ipttirohctl  ouiliortfy, 
ADdi  with  Ilic  &'j«it:c  of  ouj  tirothrcii.  uc  drclurp  ihif  llic  outlit  iilcroimit.  Art.  njiit 
ma^bL  (0  hf  rrjijiT^ii.  njithi  uifmliy  (JiArlitath)-''  Cltpintliu,  UK  4.  rif.  9t  Conkd 
Uit'  Psjic  wid  leiui;clI  iiR>e  lu^'uni  ijiul  tht  I^iii|Ktui  LuiL  IdKcji  mi  iwlJi  t>f  {'niw^jtoBj 
irfiffrftffnptf?— Z)ii,'Uf  «/  EiwritHiitf  tin  h'eltiad.  pfltlii.  p,  ". 

f^  ti  il  D  iiinlffTT'tf  hutiiricnl  riL'tiKiriy.  bticI  m  kmiw|rid[;rd  hy  Okc  nio»t1p«mnl  Rom'm 
Cniholic  dJviriflM,  Ihdt  m-ivvl  mt;C*  elitpit^d  Ui'l^iirv  muy  Diilh  mux  lukrn  U>  thr  JI(iJ>i>p 
of  Ruitir,  it"1  tiiHl  ili(i;xr>  tin)  in  unf^  v/t:tv  ot'  u  v<t_v  ilillVrc'iLl  trliomciL^f  it^m  Alim  pn* 
trttL  '*  111  llie  bffinnuig/  finv^  Kathe'  Wnlfli'iri  Mi  Ui-Jmci*  of  ih«  Charch  of 
EtoiiiP  4|inliT«1  ihii  lliiilv-|>  <tf  l-Lnrnlii^  "  iln'Cr  ■tiii  rin  dfii  nalh  itr  niiy  othfr,  imr 
Kn]f  |)Tonii«r  of  fnlriiiv  or  iibi'ilU'mr  mmlk^  bv  tlic  tit>hiiin  lo  lJ)v  Pnpc:^  hut  otilT  • 
b*PE  |injfcii3uii  of  div'tomniuii  faitb,  r««i  iiiuh  tu  ljt  iifso  iiiiidi]  to  tiicia  by  hU  Bn* 
cvcUcal  Itttrrb;  arid  itHci^AfJt*  whc»  pn»iiKi  bcj£nii,  tbey  »iro  aiiJiF^^ffrnM™^ 

t  Thr  [irrlntct  <tUv  JTiiuig  tliin  Afi'lkatiuii  lo  TIuliiCj  wuulii  have  ci?ii>i»Jlol  bdl#r 
lor  Ibrir  omi  iwnitnLJmi  hy  furhL-Qriiig  to  jiicribe  i£nomiLCC  or  JitfMiiirttv  ut  iTiom 
p«t  kU  unUvourabLe  coEHlrucboc  on  tlif  wordi  in  lunLifm,     Tli^y  nrc  m 
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pf r«oin,  CTrUin  irofds  foimd  fn  the  form  of  o«ih,  wliidi  Accorcfuii; 
the  Homvo  ritual,  Is  to  be  ukcii  by  mclLbUhopo  nnd  bUlw|n, 
pcrvcrcol  \uXo  v  vuangt  wim:;  nml  ttml  in  otklition  to  tbo»c 
lie*  wUicb  inii*l  o«iir  c»cry  Any  in  •  kiDgdma  were  Ibc  Catkt£c 
iigion  h/t«  noi  tht  douiDiian^  ihcy  nrc  on  ihU  uroouiit  ibroM'ii  tnto 
prrplcxitivi,  wlwooe  Ibfy  Vmmhiy  hog,  ibni,  ai  fnr  ftt  mny  mwu 
pptfl^i  Ui  hU  f  IaIiuck^  he  wnulJ,  in  hU  apmuktlcnl  irMomj 
iome  nufttTiK  of  delivering  ibcm,  Acconlinffly.  bin  Holin<;»:(, 
St  the  inuanct^of  ibc  wadertii.'fled,  mntnivly  con^Kkml  nil  ibii 
has  ^ncioual^  pvcn  irnlnlgcncc,  Ihnl  Ihc  Iri*h  arcbhUhop*  Anfl  bnbepi 
may  o*e  the  form  of  oHib,  wVicb,  by  ihc  prno(»ioD  of  bii  mid  tI#R- 
new,  lh«j  Airhbivhf^  of  MoMUjw,*  id  the  empire  of  Jliiw»,  bv 
taken*     Tbiii  onlli  i*  »a  follows. 

*'  I.  M  clccl,  «//Ar  CAifrfh  of'  iV.,  from  beQcvfdnrnnl  will  lO 
faithftit  0/if/  obed^nt  \o  St.  Trier  the  Apostle,  snd  to  the  ^n/y  Rooian 
Churrh,  nnd  l«  mir  lonl^  tht  hrd  N.  Pope  N..  uiid  lo  hn  vuctesum 
CHJiuiiii'iUly  cou^ing  Iii.j-  I  ivill  ucltbcr  Jidviic^,  nnv.vfj  or  tip  ■irylbing 
that  they  nuy  lose  lifr  or  laenbcr^  <K'  tkut  ib^Ir  pGr*o»ft  mft^bc 
icucHf  or  hanJa  Ofty  ii^ise  lad  vpon  th^cm,  or  iiny  injttrirs  rfi^errJ  Ht  /im 
tnnift  any  prrlfwcr  v^ftatitirver  ITi*?  i*nunwl  ithrcb  th^jT  «biUl  Jtitnil 
roe  witbnl,  by  lbefii8cb*<,  thrir  vifxsfiigcn,  or  Mlcrn,  I  vrill  «* 
kiKneiugli/  reiral  to  nny  to  their  pi'^jiidjcc.  I  will  help  Ibciti  to 
fend  and  keep  tbc  Hotnan  Papucy,  xao  tub  royaltiea  or 
pKTBR,  saving  my  onlur,  a^uliisl  all  men.  The  lej-ntc  of  tlie  ^ 
tolic  Stfc,  ^tig  nn<l  enming,  ]  will  bonoiirabl^  treat  and  help  m 

iCcSflticA.     The  r\ght8,  ^ours^  prKtUgot,  wtd  avtJwrifjr  ^Ikt  lofy 


I 


*  "In  thcjRHrlT&i,  uRoitifkn  CAlhaf  Er  eneWluiTc  of  Ra>d«,  »bea  taktnt^tB 

I  ^jilh  M  lilsciiiTQrt'riiilrriiaBiifChblihr'p^rMolilloiF,  tliipiM  t>ig  cfumt  Mblch  c<t|Litoi< 
|Ji(^  ^'tJi-c-iiLictn  nf  lii^rc-t'Ci.  and  r^ft^ivd  lo  rrcirv  it,  Tli?  crr«nii:>nj  -tat  bfokni  A 
wad  TDfvrni&tioii  ttnt  Ifi  l\»:  IVific  ;  bu[  V  iSr  vcbnblio;>dfCl  ncred  vliti  th«c«^ 
^HffBCof  hU  >i>vorrjgii  (ilit:  L^n^i'c)*  L'AlhFriilr)dufJ  c<J<ilil  not  be  fliaicD  lr«*  lb 

rdand  *ai  at  lUnt  lime  t-iiuviiJftcH  1>v  rrligjiiim  femU^  nhnu>[  *%  violrfiiJf  ±i  iril 
prrrtiit  ^oj4  ;  unil  vlim  tin*  atr^'Ufti  *i{  lliii  Ituiiinn  |rhn«ai.'ti>j(i  ■rrrmj  iLrv^t  iii 
irnrlrd  luucb  nMicf,  In  thir  cud,  the  l^iuW  hicinrchjr  Iirtind  it  upoiltciii  r^  ul 
1u  Runx',  for  «  (Iniitur  fhnn^i'  in  tlirtr  oHili/'-^Di^rrr  nf  frnfrnfif  #n  /prin/.  p.1 
t"  Tlif  [irthtii^f-A  in  Tlir-  o»iiil  l,Vp<^  Ainu  iLii-  nnrli  nt  r'^clrlitv  n  tiuh  v>*m  Ki*c  •■ 
alirnic-d  for  t^ul  i»i  (^aiioiiicitJ  ahedicnti:-  1(  ^lui  drjiMii  iiji  Eiv  Il-r  r4(iiriui  f*pt 
Ofttify  VII.,  ftiiJ  inirifOuoetl  Into  l^r>L;Tiiml  liv  Auri^'j  aiul  Tl^omfei  A  UclLcI,  Mk 
Af  whim  (uwdl  ddGiTEnn-  *rr  amtt  in  flirltomEin  cnlcodur;  buiH  w«  oM  tMi 
In  Ireland,  (aco^rdinj;  ii>  OVfaur.r)  vLirMtih-  iln-  ImiiU  iirtht  (iaV.  imliJ  t|i«  nisiaf 
QufL'ii  KliiubHh,  Tt>4i  cUdtn  ill  i'AJic*.  ^uwii  Iv  iii>>  liil  Hiitcrxv,  kppciartq  kavi 
,  bcMi  «<]dnl  «l  (hiT  KHiTRiiLion;  (lie«  ito  notocrur  in  copioaH  iltcoaili  of  ivtMi 
t  d«tn  u  tnc  vcu  1308 ,  (ijn-uTvcii  b>  Dn  Mutk^  m  hh  Hiltr^  Vtm^kamt^ 
hnf  it**v  nt?  i-niTMi,  »i(}i  Ore  ri^rirllon  o/  Th«  ^lotnila  cif  ih«  riut  lo  Rnm«i.  m  1^ 
Oftlh  hiid  bHbrc  the  En^IJih  Couiniooiin  lAJf.by  ofVkr  uf  KJafTltv;  VJU, 
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Rtimm  Chunk,  of  our  lord  tht  Popt,  mtf  Ms  tifontuid  uKoa%r>rs,  t  will 
rtrdeavi/ur  tu  prr^e/vc,  dfffini,  iric/rrjv,  tniii  wh'mifc.  I  xei/l  nof  fie  ta 
tiny  coundtf  actiofl^  or  treaty^  in  wAkh  Ahull  be  ptuttrd  \%^aimt  oar  mid 
tor/tt  flwrf  'Ar  Sfiitl  Rwwin  CAiTcA^  aity  thirty  iv  the  hurt  or  prtjfidicc  i»f 
iAfir  per^ons^  ^'tC^^'  ^oiionr,  staff,  or  poiier  ;  ami  if  I  Akall  kn*Aii  cwiy 
*uri  thing  fo  he  treated  or  agitated  bt/  any  tahtstaorvrry  I  Kiii  hiad-n"  it 
to  mi;  poarert  <mil  its  soon  as  1  con,  tall  agntf}/  it  to  our  said  ford,  uf  'a 
vome  ifthtr  fat  Mhom  it  motf  c^tmc  to  hit  knowlrdgc.  The  ri/h-u  of  the 
h!>ii/  fttth(ts,  the  apastoUc  iffvrfts^  ortfinajitrs^  or  dixpmfili,  rriaxtitiant^ 
prox}isitt/iAt  ^'f'^  mandates  I  XL-tll  obsene  wit/t  till  m^  mijiht^  and  fvifisv  /i> 
beohfrved  by  t^hm.  1  will  cnmc  fo  n  <nttncil  ivbcn  1  am  i^Jilludr 
unkvv  I  be  hindcrvrl  by  cinonicnl  impcHimcnt.  I  will,  by  my^tulf  in 
pcrKpn,  visit  the  tlircOioIil  of  the  Apotlks  every  ric\  ycnrsi  and gm 
an  accouni  to  our  iard  and  hts  fbrruud  luccc^stfrs  of  ail  my  pustorttl  of' 
',  ffflrf  y  ''^^  things  any-u'^isf  hchngi/ig  to  tht  atatt  of  roy  church,  t<t 
tAt  </i^ap{itie  of  mtf  ckr^y  and  pmpir,  and  lastli/.  to  the  xcJvation  itf 
aruU  e^mrnifrrd   to  Pty  frutt;  and  will   in    like    rriniifirr^  humUttt  rrcn've 

Iroffif  di/i^nttif  cxtciftc  t/a  tfpfMtoha  commandi.  And  if'  I  It  dttaificd  bjf 
tt  itmfsl  impediment.  I  •will perfor7H  nit  the  tJiiitf^s  aforesaid,  bv  a  C!Ctiaiu 
TMK%cnfpce  hrrtto  rpr^'ttiH^  r/npov>rrfiI ,  a  wemher  af  mf  ektipitr,  or 
tOTitr  other  in  ecrfrgfitHfictil  digai/v,  or  ehe  hitvint^  a  pnrrtor^agf,  or  in  dc- 
fiivit  ^f  these,  htf  n  pr'u^nt  tif  thr  diocese;  or  ia  drfaalt  of  one  of  the 
cfrrgy  {tftkc  diocete)  by  90me  either  stcuiar  or  rcgirfar  primuftrp* 
pnn'i^d  mU^rifi/  and  reiigion^  fiitfy  inntriicied  in  all  i/iingn  tibtJtc  rnrti- 
tmited.  And  amh  imptduntnt  I  '^lU  make  uut  bii  Jajvful  pi'toft^  to  be 
tronxmtftd  btj  the  joreftiid  mesitrngert  to  the  Cardinal  Proponent  of  the 
hotff  Roman  Church  in  the  congregation  cf  the  ottered  CouneiL  The 
pim<smni  belonging  tn  tiiji  table  I  xcdt  actiher  sell  nor  give  aii^ay,  nor 
mortgagf,  nor  ^rant  ttneiv  in  fee,  nor  onf/tuine  filientitr.,  Jio  not  Ci>en  with 
^  ifte  consent  afthc  chfipier  of'tay  Church.  withuaC  consulting  the  Hvrnfin 
^^Ptmti^.  Ail  H/id  every  of  fhe^t  thingn  I  xniil  observe  the  tnarc  inviolMi/, 
~  as  bci/tg  K'rrtitm  th/U  tmlhing  m  mnt.iiftrd  i't  ihcru  which  van  intcr/crt 
with  the  JitUhty  I  uxor  to  the  most  terete   King  of  Great  iSriiain  and 

IJreiaad,  and  hit  succtaaon  to  tht  thi'<me.  So  help  me  God,  Jj-c^*' 
The  Rev.  M.  O'SulHvan  wun  atlird  before  the  Commfflis'  Com- 
Tuiltet,  (p.  430)  "  Do  yoii  conceive  that  the  obeHience  tbnt  iftilfie  (o 
the  l*opc  is  timilcd  by  the  canons  ?  —  7'Af  i'ti;7(  w  the  pnson  tc  jndge 
f>f  the  ineamng  of  ctjnorts  ;  the  Pope  ts  U>  htsircniiiu.  If  n  bishop  be 
accu^d  (rf  n  gr>iv«  cbtkrK<^,  he  la  brought  lo  tjlal  by  the  Pope,  who 
bu  in  coQ>ci|iicricc  the  power  of  jtulging  whjil  ihe  <:flnon«  mean  i  ■ml 
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bc^«i,  I  Bbuuld  ob*«fTrr  UmI  ill  the  Cbuxcb  iit  Oooie,  h  i»  opt  w  la 
onrCboTcb.  tu  viliicU  wv  Imri^  «  ocrtnin  number  <if  eikSon»,  Mid  oa 
CwSf  tec,  by  lookinic  at  tli«  prnycr-book^  vb«t  Uie  caitotis  iu«.  In 
^v  Romva  CftiWlc  Ctmrdk  it  U  imponiblc  tokctow  wbcit  it  the  mkd- 
berof  canons  «nfotCftl,  from  tli«  t^arly  pt^HoiK  lo  Lhe  pri.'M*ttt,  Soam 
Hndeeleii  andftome  lulniittrd  ;  it  ix  mi  u]iijiuiE]  bcUL  by  mMiyof  Ibe 
trriura  oflheCluirch  of  Itoiuc,  that  if  the  J'npc  kitci  hi«  B^actioD  I0 
no;  council  nbntcx-i-r^  it  trxrn  tbe  oioiucut  Acijaircft  the  jUitUocit^  of  a 
getKral  oounciL  l^nroikius  idducci  tbe  cue  of  the  ^Tlb  gcncnJ  cocvai  i 
il  was  cbe  woood  ofConfttantiQO|ilct  anil  hm  fti  fint  tlcimd  io  be  jg«- 
neral.  It  bod  not,  at  Buonius  «Qmn«,  tht  ^mlioniy  crtni  of  ft  pn>* 
rindal  council,  and  n  Vopt,  I  believe:,  VigUiu»,  undertook  to  npm 
a  •iniUtf  opUtioo  ;  but  affcrwardt,  fTom  the  linic  wb^n  ii  rtt^m 
conllmiitkin  £roiu  ant>tlit'r  l'o\ie,  it  became  a  ^vwt^  couikcil :  th 
ItRtp  I  coD«i<ler  ibnt  the  Pope  can  at  luiy  unw  affiv  bis  owu  Inb 
fntloo  on  iJic  cani>n»j*  ur  revive  into  opcr^ou  cAitova^  wliici 
sow  br  cpjlcd  obaolctc  ^  and  by  bis  u«4ciit  to  tbco*,  nuke  tbcm  i 
nona  of  ib«  Cbiiivb." 

U'n  Gtafx  tbc  Archhuhap  rf  Di'ltm  wAt  iitk«H  bd«>r«  tW  L<t^* 
Ccinimitt4¥,  (p.  fiS6)  "  If  ibc  brlirf  tbHt  the  ftOfcr«jj[a  is  *a  bardM 
la  likely  to  sbak«  tht  obi;diC£i<:e  of  ^  Btiin&n  CaUii^ic  to  m  PtOMaUot 
tovereicn,  it  not  the  bHief  that  the  mvereicn  U  as  idoUbtr,  «|tl 
liable  tOfthakc  tbc  allegiaace  of  tbe  ProtcatAnt?-*v#.  I  lblc4ittt:j 
iloca  oot  jippGBf  to  nc  that  tbr  aovoreigii  bring  na  idoUlcr,  or  1 
pcrsonaJIy  of  any  otlicr  cleacriptiou  vrbbtsue^^r,  cau  affect  ite  ttU 
anec  of  Piolcit^uitt  protct^inoally,  a*  giuwing  out  of  tbcir  pwlkulai 
religion.  Their  r^li^iou  ^'iv^it  00  mw  object  for  uUcf  ianoe  \ 
are  not  bocuid  to  any  other  supremacy  ;  tbcir  allegUnc-e,  wbd»t«Tef  | 
Kf  It  iindiTidcd'  TAe  Froffitaitt  iakf^  rq  tiotk  of  <iiUgia»c*^  InU  Of  Mf 
k'm^*  Ou  tbc  ulber  liuiid,  I  am  tiut  alilc  ts>  cafilaiii  to  ijiy«clf,  bua 
(ho  baida  of  tU«  ilomao  Colbolic  Cbureb  under  A  Prol£f^t«ijt  bid 
cAn  erjnsiBtenily  prcicnv  the  rHilh  of  nlluf^ijiitw  to  thu  MvencigQ, 
^jfiiidf  fojfsclf  wtahU  to  rtxvciU  ikat  west  t-^etrm  oatk  that  v  /oX^a  up** 
f^r  app/iintmrnt  fif  a  Rotiviji  Cftfiiofir  hiiJiitp,  xriiA  iiu  trUr^i4i9<t  to  llr 
im^frnga.  It  npjH^n  to  me,  thnl  ibtre  i»  nn  obligation  ai  ikcpas 
that  whicb  enn  £;rovr  out  of  tbc  fccUng  of  Chmtbeity  at  wtr  wkk 
tbc  civil  oblipiiion.     I  cau  find  in  tlklt  oath,  no  rotcrralioo  or  dr- 


*  "  Dr.  Dot  to  nyt  that  tlicy  Aft  ilic  cuu-os  of  (he  pinkclv  DBtioDj  «l<*rtbM 

la  Hhk.h  caci*  t>iv1i<>p  b?b»^i  ,  D(.  Curliv,  en  dir  CKi*iir*iy ,  ilrp»»«*  ib4<  l^rjr  ff* 
lh«  cMioii  «f  the  CAiir«A,  (Ibul  if,  iJic  ITnrmRai]  Uomtii  C^iholic  OvrdO  aoA  "^ 
tADierml  ei>uncife  ^  Dr.  Uumy  wul  Kel^y  tfe»koi  ihrm  IoumIj  otiicfiHwH  ~ 
&^r  y  fvWnir*  on  InEm^,  p.  X 
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tEnim|)lion  whAlM>cvct'  ^  ftntt,  llicreforCf  looking  to  ■  ctuto  oJ"  luerc 

li^uponl  coQuvniif   soJvlf,  *ii(1  ftupp<Mii)g  the   {lonibJlity  of  a  war  bc^ 

twfffrn  lliis  country  nnJ    tlii?  ulnlfq  od^  ttic-  l^ojw.  unlcti  (bi'ri*  br  60Ri(^ 

lUnpc^n^inf  pnwri'  nflccttaic  the  ubtiifAtion  f>f  rUit  oail^  or  koincthiaj; 

^bc  tpccitiL'nil)^  Hud  openly  aiinouiiccd*  to  qunlify  the  ohIL  of  allcgt- 

H^ncf  t;>  tliu  dOven-ih-D,  1  da  iioi  <(c-^  luvv  buth  oatTii  tun  be*  snfely  lakoi 

by  ibc  wimc  prrsoim.    77^f  utdaidiial  who  tokes  thii  vaih^  (ipptttri  to  mc 

t^bcbauiidta  cootmuHkate  ta  t/u:  I'vpc  cvrry  iecivt   of  hU  tavcragn, 

th4t  k  matt  ^c  ntccsiarjiJoT  the  i'qpi'V  safety  to  knowt  AQii  t^  be  id  like 

ruurmcr  bnuDtl  tu  corii^4!iiJ  ^vc-ry  dcai^u  i^otnmiJiiicuti^d  tu  biui  mi  the 

I     pftri  oi  ihc  I'opc,  wliicU  it  mij^hl  be  [lywrious  lo  tbc  Tope  Hint  tiU  «a- 

BverdgDtibouUJ  know,  aiidwhicfa,  by  bUoHtbi^aUegianccrCon&klcrei) 

~  in  ilvclf,  bu  ivimld  be  biTUiid  in  mukv  kiicjwu  to  bis  B^nt;!^:!^!!^     Ii 

I  «CClu»HiUi>  ((J  |;u  Ur  Lbid,  tliHl  if  tbv  buvvtcigu  uf  tbi»  cuunuy  WdO 
^v  cngD^d  in  a  WDT  witb  any  &tiktc  oti  wkioh  th«  papnl  righta,  or  tUt^  pri- 
^^  vile|^i  of  ll«  Ronmu  Culbolic  See  mainly  dcpcmbd,  be  wolU<1  bo 
boiiml  (■>  net  ill  likt*  mJiiiiwr,  ftnil  to  nmkc  and  to  witbhoUl  ibr  umu 
communion tifini^  n*  in  ibt  caie  in  wbldi  iht  Pojw  waa  iLc  jjftity  im- 
^  nodiatcly  concerned.  Tbiis,  then,  Mc  hiahop  strmt  bound  6t/  an  oath^ 
H  ttA/cA  mtafetKa  indircctltt  ^Mh  ki^  t)a<h  ufailf-swftu  to  hk  SGi^vrogn,  wheu 
H'  tbc  iuteiYKtt  «f  tbe  Pope  unU  ibwjc  (jf  ibe  itovcrcign  come  ioto  colli- 
Hsion  i  und  wbcii  tbc  gjvi%' iIjq  supprtof  a  loyal  subject  loliifipmccj 
H  w*rtild  be  vitflUy  injuriim*  to  tb<  Po|it-  If  lliis  dJ^tui'binj^  iuflueace 
™  riLprtetl  on  the  biiligp,  be  carried  doivn  ibn>u^b  tlie  pi  icil,  wtbcr  ffon* 
the  nnture  of  lii»  oalb,  or  any  other  n-ny,  it  must  be  uiim,-L:*;Hitti-y  lo 
r«Ay,  froiD  tbc  close  und  mlluombl  coi^lact  into  wbJcb  eviriy  uflld- 
lathig  prkfti  iv  brc»u;chi  wiib  tbe  Boniau  Catbulk  pojiulniion  of  tbe 
lecrantfy,  wli«t  llic  vd'ccL  mutt  be aa  lo  tbc  gciitrrul  loyaUjr/' 


No,  V, 


OaiAtjfa  Itomait  Catholic  Priest 

Dr.  Doylk  in  bf<  ttaminAlion  before  tbe  Lords*  Committee  wa» 
B»keii,  (p.  236)  *'  Arc  tberc  uvf  ontbv  t&k«n  by  tbe  Romui  Citbolic 
prie«t«  in  IrcUod  to  the  Stjite  at  pri^iciU  } — All  th<ist  tducated  at  Majf- 
no0th  arc  obliged,  on  their  entering  the  college,  to  takr  tht  oath  of  nllc- 
giuctf  prc^cnbfd  to  be  tukeubyKomAn  Catholics-  ArcAlithepcnons 
-i4ipointed  to  be  pan^b  prictts  in  Ircbind  pow  cducuted  at  Haynootb  } 
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-^Wo— -fw  from  it.  11iim,lfH^tsnQuhnoi  giLkMciJ  ul  ^Ijtpioutli, 
u  n^  obli^cil  li>  ukc  the  ooUi  oif  nLloguacc  ? — Not  udIcm  lie  fuccicA 
k>  wpic  propcrtff  or  ii  appointed  ta  fiotnc  office  it4|uiriaff  il.  i  *>ftvr 
ludlr  /ir  MifA  afcUc^HUKt  in  tlU  cwufry,  biHU  «4oh/  d  fear  ag^  tmi 
probtkl4]r  klKHiM  nol  ham  thoci  dotic  to,  h^^  I  not  bccii  »ypO<nC«d  10 

'Hie  Hev.  I'nouAA  M^  Dcxoy^  in  hU  cxKtuuintkia  before  tkt  LoiU' 
ComrMltco,  wMa^k^d.  (p.  800)  "Were  you  educated  forbolyocrfm 
in  Che  Ucjmitn  Cutliulir  Cl^urth  ?— I  wm,  Where  *— Al  ib«  Collt||e« 
of  Miynooth.  la  tktn  any  oath  u>  ishkh  obaHe^c^  t9  Ike  Pope  u  t^ 
frKwit^Thcrt  is:' 

Tbe  Hrr.  W.  Phklin  Wing  exviiinud  before  thclionb'  On- 
mittee,  vw  mkcd,  (p.  419)  "  Hai  it  oi!Currcd  to  yon,  iIiaI  tb;i« 
on:  nny  ot>MTvaiiori»  ou  tlie  leixli^ocy  of  Ihc  oRib  ^  the  Boimn  t^ 
ibulic  priest? — 'Tbe only  pMt dfibc  auih  wbkb  I  ni^poMi  yuvr  Iia4- 
vlkip  could  i-hlnk  wonliy  cf  (Xio«McFing,  b  Ibc  concfcuduif;  para^n^i 

t^  Home  <j/3  the  motfirr  a/td  mUirtt/d  of  *9il  cAur^kett  omf  /  pram$K  md 
namr  trmr  ah^Unc^  io  fh*  Rmntin  Pimlijf,  the  iMccrssar  of  PrfrTf  *»J 
yictrr  rtfJfavfi  Christ ;  a^d  aH  things  ttrfitifti,  tMtvtred,  tfnJ  aift^Anrf 
ihy  tfif  hoh  ciJiOiw  mid  gfvf'r&i  council^*,  and  rsffdalfy  hy  t^anaiU^ 
Trent,  I  do  mthtMtaiui^ljf  rtaht  and  ^cnfax :  and  /fgtmvr  7  nwifrm 
Wit  r^t  aU  tktJiSJT  ottttrtirv  thfrtt&,  'Fft\i  ii  th^  tryt  Jmtk,  tud  ^ 
^hkh  Ihat:  u  no  saiuition  :  I  \i\ti  fccrp  it  firm^v  to  mf  ^/a  cMi,  tad 
TfiVJ  tfiht  carv  that  it  be  kfpt  by  my  mbjcztn,  and  tkt^e  o/  mboi  /  ib^ 
June  clmrge.  So  hrtp  nwGed^omi  th^sr  kul^  gcnpefi/  Tb>lptt»' 
gnpli  appcan  to  Bii;  to  coatuin  mntt^^r  ileAfrvitiK  of  iittciUion. 

*  In  ivbiit  mipccts  do  you  think  tliit  ladcr  pjirt  of  the  oMh  ii  ol  «Mf 
pmrticcU  imjiorunw  ?  —  lUeit  arc  two  points  in  Jt  whkh  dcMitc  W 
be  cc)(JHMcn:tf,  tbe  one,  n  (IccUmtJoTi  thnt  Vat  Tope  U  tbe  Victr  s 
Vicegerent  ufChriaCr  mid  the  other,  a  pledge  tW  tht  pnaitEtSmnm- 
foin  tjll  the  eitnoitif  iiftil  cmtfn;  Ihetu  t<t  ht  mittifrtaaifd  by  uli  iKtth  uAon  l< 
ma^  htvc  ttJitAvrifj/.  Em-h  ot"  ihc»  dccUrAliojia  eont&LUB.  I  lliJnL, 
iiiHtteroLj«vt(onnbU  to  every  ProtcttADl  (;i>n>rnRien4  j  p^HiApi  li>ill 
Statet,  bnt  mnre  rapr^mlty  in  Frtt^tmt  State*, 

'*  S-tMa  wUat  you  conceive  to  br  objecHonablc  In  ta^ih  of  tbrm ' 
I  Id  the  tiues  when  the  power  of  ihc  pupucy  yrm  oL  Ui  bclglit.  tbe  I 
Lptmnon,  't\K  \ic&t  of  Cljmt/*  hwl  a  pcry  extended  meoiuni^b 

"  Tlii»  arfo|^t  liUf  V3i  not  abiifijcij  Uy  Aw  P»i»t  uhIjI  ll^e  cIum  of  the  1<ict6h 
'  ritu^  »  pnaiinT,lliuc  wlinlv*i.-r  »■■  ^ivea  fu  Ibr  Clttrch  ttfei  $ii€n  ta  God,  ■(tU  l» 
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'  ft  irould  Ih:  u»iicc:c«)wry  to  nccupy  ycmr  lordxhlj^*  time  iii  pointing 
^  0«it  Low  flic  |>ropbccic8  of  lh<^  OM  Tcataincnt  hihI  tho  Kpi^tW^  of  tba 
'  N«W|  combine  to  ah^iw,  tha-t  our  Lord^  liticv  bia  nsccntticn,  ia  not  only 
,  the  High  I'ricct,  but  tlie  King  of  the  wliclc  Chrtbiinn  world,  li  U 
ci^nnin  tbttt  Uin  rr|^l,  us  ivrll  bs  sncenlotnl  cbiLnicl«r,  im  dncrtl^rd  in 
tbc  Sc'iiptiirm  -,  nnd,  thrrefbrcp  it  nouU)  appear,  that  iinlciK  ll>cnx 
ivore  home  qaulificiiiioiu  n»i>ticd  totbe  eKprGitkm»  '  VIcArot'Chmt,' 
&  h^tcoi  a?  well  n>  RuccrHotnl  TlccgfT«;iu:y  vrai  ftxif.rted-  NuWj  I  cun 
flbaw  ymir  lord^bipA,  tliHt  ih  early  times,  «  r^-gv^i  aj  hvW  a*  a  sucerdottil 
pffWcruoA  cxftrcsfiftf  ehnmed  jtmhT  (JiUtitk;  aud  subhcqucoily  tbcrc 
baa  betu  uo  JiuLboritiilivc  rvitriclioTi  of  ils  tniporC.  Fopi^  Innot^cnt 
tbelltird  dcclnrcs  (be  two  powers  in  these  words; — 'In  token  of 
spiriiunia,  tibe  (tht^  Cbtu'ch)  pv^  me  ^^  milrc,  in  /oAen  o/^  trmportils,  a 
csvjim  ;  <i  mUre  for  prifjitfy pawtfj  a  crtyayi  far  regal ;  constitudngmc 
Au  Vicar^  wbo  butlt  wrltlcii  on  lii»  gArmcnt  Jiiid  on  \\\\  ibigb,  King 
<rf  KJngN,  ftud  Lord  of  Lords,  ind  n  Piinet  for  ever,  nficr  tbc  oidcr 
of  MclcbiEcrick.'  I  fan  (]Uote  similnr  rcfcirncc^,  M  U  bu  tbc  ptcnnuro 
oif  your  tord^bipia-  Oi>i*  it  ftom  tb^  famous  Bull,  *  Un&m  Saiictom/ 
byBonifjiri?  tbp  Eighth,  It  ^^nlen,  'Wc  are.  compelled  by  the  faith  to 
hold  me  boly.  Catbolic,  nnd  Apo^toUc  Cburcbj  aud  wc  firuily  bdievo 
imd  plaiTily  confess  this  (Cburcb.)  mt  o/  tuAjVA  f^f^r^r  m  ntifher  solva- 
tion nor  reitiission  of  tins.  Tbcrefoir,  of  Ibc  one  sn<l  only  Cburcb, 
tbtfrc  U  one  body,  one  head,  not  two  bcula,  A»  if  It  were  a  monster, 
Cbri,4l,  and  Cbri^t  i  victtr  I'ctcr,  And  Peter'*  succes*or^.'  '  Wc  iiw 
also  instructed  by  tbc  Go«pel,  tbat  in  hh  puwrr,  there  arc  two  sword?. 


CMw  thciKcCuwttTd  part  gf  "  llic  rhinei  tbu  «re  CJodX"  tbty  Bubititntcd  a  dJviiM 
far  a  bunuui  right  in  Uinir  TtcqiiiMtroiin,  AUd  frum  Ifvhic  VicAi'i  vt  Ptilcr,  jir^imuU'd 
Ihtrnvlvr*  lo  ba  VJfan  of  Clirjut.  Willi  ihuir  (ruw  iWlr  t^'y  iitvuinuJ  i  new  pirpo- 
Ipilivu^  LhRiriuthQiEljv  wun  no  lunger  merely  (cmporAl;  ditftrin^  aniy  iiideKrci?  froOO 
Ihui  dT  pn  V  olhpr  lie^p  brd  i  U  "nii  n  n|HFitunl  ntutiohi^,  HptniiuO  fcmu  ^\i  niij»aiid 
frprri  iIlo  AariK^ii*r  of  hmi  who  lirlii  il,  nfi'l  rAinndiiit^  lii  ^Af  ri>ri(j<i]/  of  nH  r'irthU/ 
MV'ir  ybr£^^rl^'  tlie  Vhun-h.  HuvIj  U  Ihc  authurily  didniod  lit  Ljtitiiuiil  *iiil 
BoutroL'Tv  T^ic  Ijull  or  tZji:  tulicr  nviin  leiiEurJ  by  Cb-'moiit  tUn  I'ifiU.  wkli  vjido 
efpedRl  fxceplloni  in  fuvour  of  (he  kingdom  of  rrmicr.  olid  Anallj  rniiJlrtT  byLro 
Hit 'IVulb,  rn  ihff  fifih  (loinicil  uf  LsIerAn.  Loo  ipoak^of  tliP^iEru'/irLin^L  iniplinlln 
(lie  lillc  "f  (Ac  I'tror  ^'Cft'Wl  in  tin:  fullu«i[ig  Icrnw: — "  Cii'iil  wIh'u  al>i}uiiHj  l*iiv« 
thi»  woiM  411(1  iltpnrC  Ut  iln:  Failii:/,  i\i  tlic  ►cjltdJty  of  the  foct  diJ  inslimto  Peter 
•«d  iln  ittccttfori  [jf  IVitr  to  bo  bit  v'tcAn  j  i«  <«liuni,  s^  tf l-  uri:  Jimlrucri^fi  by  Ihe 
n»k  of  KiiiQc,  ntjiTilI''ori^  it  >i>  kn(li>p«r»iti^lp,  llini  n'lifiiincvi'r  iU>fli  nor  ■)]v>v  liiiiI 
dit  Ihc  dr«|h^'-"<Jtnc.  Lot.  Sve,  li.  Wlien  the  RerormAl^un  U'i;att,  l!;i  P»[ici  pru- 
cimtcilt  Ml  vtrint  rrf  Ihti  tiUc.  (u  cvtofliiDimicarc  h^rpittnl  prm^c-t ;  nnd.  In  tfic  inGer^ 
VAJ  bclA/'rn  tlhu  vu^'jaiintmlcuiionjiof  llitmy  uid  Eliutbi^rb.  P,iti  the  ^viirih  incor* 
pimtteii  Jht  lUit  into  thr  crcfd  ifftir'i  btrirt  hit  tuimt.  I'liii  *'ri'od  Jt  i.irofi'iH""!  uci  nalli 
hj'  nil  Kcculiii  ^fititk  ImvLiJg  iliL'  L'ui«  vt  kvuht^ all  ictfuJuik,  n!!  iiji-irilji-ri  nf  rc|i|^lDus 
«rdiT>,  indiidiitu  m!iJiiPyii*tlfrt,whidinich(irc  in  ciTiiancf- — Dupnt't  Eeclaiiiitha! 


49D  QANOtn  AMD  COVMCthM, 

to  wit,  tbe  ipiritiiil  mmI  the  lemponl/  '  Therefore,  if  tbc  tar^ 
power  ihaU  dcricte,  its  error  iluU  be  mftdc  known  by  the  ajriritud 
power  ;  but,  if  the  ipiiitiMl  ibitU  deTiate,  the  inferior  B[untiul  shil 
be  corrected  by  it*  imperior  ^ritual ;  bat  the  ftapntne  flpiritaai  pontr 
can  be  judged  by  God  aloDC,  oot  by  man  j  the  Apo«t]e  beaiiog  vi^ 
oeu,  that  tbe  ipiritiiAl  man  judges  all  tbiugs^  but  is  himself  judfedbf 
none.'  '  Moreover,  (it  conclodea) /Aof  «oery  Auman  crtaturtbctdj^ 
to  tkt  Romm/t  P<^t  we  deelarf,  drfine,  amd  prtmavtce  to  be  aiti^dkr 
9ece§iary  to  aataitioM*' 


No.  VI. 

TAird  Coamdt  t^Lateram. 

Tee  AvcffviiHor  of  Dublik  delivered  to  the  Lords'  Coom^ 
(p.  7*5)  a  co^  of  part  of  caDon2rof  the  Hurd  Council  of  latoia, 
which  CouTicit  is  maintuued  to  begeoeral  by  the  Clus-book  of  Mif- 
nooth,  and  which  the  priests  cousequeutly  "  receive  and  coviess.' 
It  niEU  that :  "  Whereas  blessed  Xico  saitfa,  that  although  Cbunb-dB- 
cipline  beiug  satisfied  with  the  judgmcDt  of  the  priest,  doth  aoCiofiid 
bloody  veugeauce,  yet  is  it  assisted  by  the  edicts  of  Catholic  pnDcesjtf 
that  men  ofteu  seek  a  remedy  unto  sslvatkkD,  vrhile  they  dread  tlii 
corporeal  punishment  will  be£al  them.  Therefore  we  resolve  tosni- 
ject  to  an  (tnai'kema,  all  who  shall  presume  to  receive  or  sbeher  ii 
their  bouses  or  lands,  those  wbo  are  called  Puritans,  Patrios,  or  Pib- 
Ijcans.  And  wc  enjoin  all  the  faithful^  that  for  the  rcrmMt^m  ^tia 
mnt  thof  Qppote  ikemsehn  mamfaiiy  to  McJk  korrorM,  and  defend  (ie 
ChfUtuui  people  from  tkem  6y  force  cf  amu.  TrustiDgaisoiatlt 
mercy  <rf  God  and  the  authority  of  the  blessed  Apostles  Peter  td 
Paul,  JVC  take  tff  two  yeart'  penance  from  all  faithful  Christisns^^ 
shall  take  arms  for  tbe  purpose  of  aubdutng  them,  according  to  ^ 
counsel  of  their  bishops  or  other  prelates-  and  if  tbey  shall  bco^ 
gaged  in  this  service  longer  than  two  years,  we  leave  it  to  the  diicffr 
lion  of  tbehisbopE  togrant  them  more  ample  mdulrence  in  provX^ 
tion  to  the  extent  of  their  labours/' 


CA^VOJCft  AM>  rOUVCJU. 
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CANON  III, 

"  LeL  Lht;  hcrclJcs,  aft^r  their  cotiilemnaUon,  he  gircn  up  U>  the 
sccuUr  powers  or  their  officers*  to  be  pimisbcd  according  to  tlietr 
dcmcrlu,  tht  derkft  bdng  tint  degmtkd.     Lee  iNeir  j;u[^dn  be  coiifi«- 
cnlctl,  if  tbcy   be   Jnics^  aud  if  clcika,  be  uppticd  Ui   tbc  uhc  of  tlic 
Churcb*    LrCt  tl^tfic  tikcwiaCf  whit  lie  under  vcbciiirnE  Mispjciou  of  bC" 
rcnyi  be  iLimtbciiiatlxFdj  iinlcsd  tbcy  givQ   proofn  of  ibeir   innocence  -, 
niid  a  tbcy  lemBin  for  a  year  under  the  sentence  of  auathemo,  Itl  them 
fondannnl   an  Arrfitrx.     Let,  tlie  tamporiLl  \arAn  1>p  »cbnonJtb«sl, 
(An^,  if  necr^^ary.  be  compelled  by  tbc  ccniures  of  the  (Ibnrcb,)  that 
a»  tbey  desire  lo  be  accoiinteil  fiLJibfiil,  tbcy  tnkc  an  oalh  tr>  fstfrmi' 
nair  dl  hcreticji  ur  txcmmunknud  paeons  wbo  may  be  wltbiii  their 
Umtcde^,     And  let  ^try  ptr&Qti  ivhittioei-rr  ic  hoand  hy  oath   tti  ob~ 
Strvf^  lAis  e/iopirr  hcfort  he  be  admittrd  to  any  nuthojiiy,  spirituat  or 
temporaL     But  if  tbe  tt^tnporal  lordj  being  required  and  admoDished 
by  tbeCbnrrh^  Nhall  ncgloct  to  purge  bibland  of  tbis  heix/tctiijitthiiiess, 
let  liim  be  cxcuiimiunicated  by  tl)c  metropolitan  and  ibc  other  bi^hopt 
(jf  the  pnjvhice.     Anil  if  be  prmc  conlum^keiuuH,  let  notict  be  ^ivcu 
at  tbc  enti  of  a  year,  to  lie  fovereS^  pontiff,  in  order  Onti  he  uiFiy 
urunouuce  tbv  va^tsuU  abisulved  from  tbeir  nlleglmicc,  Hitd  lo  give  up 
ibe  Utd  to  be  occupied  by  CcahoUcs^  who,  vAcn  iAfy  thttU  httvf  rjr/cr- 
mintitrd  t^  hercticjf,  luv   to   po^HCbs   k   without   oppoBitJon;   Barfing, 
however,  Ihc  right  of  tbv  lortl  paramount,  proviiU'd  be  iiflVr  no  bLod«i^ 
ftiiee  or  Jnipcdinienl-     Anrf  let  the  Caiholirj,  vrbo^  Inking  upon  ibem 
ibe  badge  of  ibe  cross,  sbail  gird  tbemselves  to  the  extermination  of 
hcrcticf,  enjoy  the  scinte  inilulgencen  rmd  sacred  pnvilei;»  which  arc 
graDted  to  iboac  who  go  to  tbc  Holy  Lnnd/'  &c.  he. 


Council  of  CoTistance, 

\\\t  Grace  the  Ancnfiibuop  or  Dublin  cldivered  to  tbe  LonI»' 
^^ommittci!  part  of  a  deeree  of  this  Council,  wbieb  i*(  tis  follows : — - 
^B  "Hint  nolwidiHtanding  tlic  vafc  conduct*    of   the  emperor  of 
^■In^,  hc^,  hnjuiry  may  be  held  by  the  titrnpftcnt^  (ilml  is,  the tcclf- 
xiailiml  judges,)  couceniing  heretical  pravity.    Tbe  present   Ijoly 


ai»ioK<  AND  cotmcib*. 

synod  dcclnrcSj  tbnt  no  itntc  conduct  10  benlici  or  penous  nupecid 
of  hcmy,  i;raJUfnl  ly  tlit.'  citijrciuj,  or  klitg>,  or  any  m^cuUi  powcni 
III  tlic  bdic/  diiU  tbcy  migbc  tbi'tcby  rccitl  ibcni  from  thcJr  cTTon*  by 
wbftt  tt«  Boover  Uhtt  luay  bave  boimd  tbcmveLvct,  con  or  octgbt  ca 
create  any  prtjuJicr  to  t1iv  CulboUcfaitt  or^^ccWlH^tiral  jumdidkin; 
bul  ib«l  uidi  s«fc  <-ou<1i]E7t  natwithitnuding.  ibc  compi?Unt  rtrlf- 
nn)t»cA|  jadge  may  cKamlne  lDti>  cbc  ciron  of  uiob  penoos,  ftud  pro- 
ceed Aj^ainut  tbein  nnd  puiirib  tb«rn.  ftS  far  aa  justice  dmll  pdi'iie,  j 
tlicy  obftln^tcly  refuse  to  retract  ibclr  errors,  ftltliougb  ihcy  cottw  1 
tbe|33aci:  of  triul,  trustihj;  tu  tbe  saU^  coikIucI.  uud  woatd  uot  hvrt 
conic  olbtrwiac  ;  atnd  lliAt  ibc  pci'son  &o  proiiiisirif^  r\*in&in«  undier  do 
oUigatiocv  m\  be  bja  done  uU  th&t  lii  bcui  lic«,  Wblcb  tfccrcc  bci^ 
rend,  h  wax  approved  by  their  lord!il]ipt  tbi--  binbqit.  In  tbr  VKiwfC 
tbc^ournation^, nndbylbcmont  RcvfTcnd  iHtlicr  tbc  Cardinal  Klitop 
rOrttco,  In  Ibc  ti&mc  of  ibc  Cdlcgt  of  CArdlnAb.  It  ig  o^rttd^ 
^^Tbe  rueou  I  mi'iiiioii  tbe  dccrt*  0/  lb<r  couucU  Is  (liid  bi»  Gnrc  i4« 
AnLbiibop  i»f  Dublin,)  tbnt  \i  n  not  lutaly  uii  <b|j|tlkaUoti  of  iIr 
ninciplc  U>  till:  iutfivKbials  but  U  w  AW  cWn  of  o  rcptlar  dtttcCt  it' 

Tbfl  d<-erc«  *1>i>v<t  gitL>o  U  UMiiilly  f]tiol«J  by  Protv^nnt  writ<n  ( 
proof  ibjil  ibp  lu«-fijliicH  of  broikin;,'  fiitb  wHb  bcn^ic«,  is  a  icnri  I 
Uw  Hoinnii  embolic  Chorcb.  "The  <b»rgu  of  b^^ding  U  h»  lif  1b 
ful  to  brenk  fnllb  wUb  h«Tctic«  f  »iip  Mr.  Cbnrl<--i  Butler,  in  \m  lib' 
torJcul  Sicnviirf ,  ii.  p.  ^15-1,)  h  certainly  one  of  ibc  b<7iviot  uccUMtn 
brouglit  by  I'rotc^tATitft  ug;iin(t  CMbol^ca*  U  ja  eK&iiuaed  u 
IcDgtb,  ftnd  wtib  grcnl  abdity,  by  Dr.  Hny^  cvciy  form  wbkb 
Bccu^atioii  can  MtiLmc>  ik  exbibitcd  and  d|HCi]:^^d ;  and  every 
Ewcr  fo  \\t  ichick  tJtf  aitc  rrffhrtti,  U  My,  pcr^piiruotnl^,  nttdt  in  ibr 
IvriHtrr'sopiniciu,  *  triumpbjmtly  ur^^cd.'  '*  J'bc  reader  will  ulnurellic 
'canition  of  Mr.  Buibr  ;  "  evkbv  AX^nxn  wntcn  taR  ri«£  ^wrctam^" 
Tbe  Cburcb  hus  n  ccTlaiu j  uri^Jktiou  over  Kr etIcH ; » Jnrisdiciloa  wUdl 


*  Wff  nn  iiironBi^d  by  ihr  Mvj/nfvth  Cln«a-b(wl»  Ihal  **tbb  Counol  hi  ili| 
vctnuHi*  t}nw  \i\nt  fyjTJii  ot c^^it%.^\^ntt  |g  t*c  [irvfaurd  tuBfl  whu  *rre  mtfrcfnl  v'l 
voufhp  (lit  rrtori  ol  Wyct-Ulfe  nr  lluu^  Miv  foriu  uo>  bi  Itiii  fir<rci:  Wli 
ih^v  Jt'lli^t^r  iltur  iL'r  ?(irii^iunjit»ri»'  tj>Tjt''nn'<  ii^nin*'  IK'^i^iiiiff^,  iluti^  Mint .' 

tiooLt.  U'liJ   ilit'if   (liki^Efirifv  >«erc-  tvf;A3lv   nuil  Juvir^  pAkkrO,  niid   to  Ac  6f 

ruviiieiluriknTd.  tlmi  U  «  wan  whliisA  ti>  l)vcnlTisJn<.^Eltdl<:,bt^tJiffu|iJconijrsn| 

Cll»S'bnoLacldutti  tbii  |H«rcnlnjg,aiilluitraluiga  prr<|iDMtiun  whJcli  It  ■dnri 
'*  tli*n  l^f  t'^un^'rviiiof  cr*  in  il*^*niilirtit  ff^c'i*  (^*it  j>,  hi  itt  jiiJEiofat  cttMtfl 

Ae  ibKtfiiiil  pfcpoiifioni  tfial  tre  civrvcird  Sro\n  mry  IikiL." 


iXTKnrKRKNCX  ItW  PRIMTK  AT  KLKCTIOHV. 
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*  It  poKreaiea  by  cllvifie  rtpfn,  and  of  which,  therefore,  it  caunoi  be  de- 
privcil  by  hninun  povrcr,  IndivIdunlK  may  rcnoanoc  thiA  ri^bt,  aiKl 
<rrvil  ^ovvru(]t!i  cuikTciiiii  tt  ^  yet  it  rciBtiiiin  iuLicrviJl  lujij  i  uml  leu  Able  | 
•11  RcU  to  the  contrary  arc  null  and  InTalld.  la  being  unjuBt  ia  thorn- 
ttlvce^  mid  v1r>m' vrirjioiit  im^hohtVi  ntt<\  tUti  only  'tMi^atioit  whi«b 
even  an  Mth  vould  impoic  in  vudi  cciHi»  would  bu  kii  obUgntion  r.o  rv- 
|ttnlAnrr-/'  —  Phrlim  irttfiO'Suflivrin'n  Digfitt  of  RerrtrjiCf.  on    tAf  State 


No.  Vil, 

action  Jot  the  County  of  Wefttmrath. — Tnfrrfcrmcr  qfthe 
Roittfift  Cat/iolic  I^riests. 

TnK  foUmving  fncU  connected  with  the  utroorflinaiy  inrofcrcocE 
ol  the  Itomnii  Cfllliolic  cltTfcy,  ^t  the  couniy  of  WcdHtniviiili  cUxriion^ 
ore  tranocribcft  from  the  pelition  of  Hobbut  ^uYT»,Em»,  (lain  M-  P. 
for  tlio  ('onnly,  and  h  citncliciiito  at  the  tntc  clcclifin,)  whicti  wak  pr^ 

■   cvntcU  to  the  Uotjie  of  ConimoTis,  un  the  2'ii1  Nnvcitib^r,  I  S'JB. 
"  TlmUbe  Hoitian  CuEbt>Lic  priwls,  aUo  with  the  privity,  nanclion, 
uid  consent  of  laici  II.  M.  Tuitc,  iiit«rrcitd  in  studi  &  niAimcr  ill  taid. 
ulcctrnn  nh  to  [k-*itroy  tlic  frccilom  of  olcctton,  for  pi-tiiioncr   saitb, 

|*bat  ui>ivttrdft^of  forty  Houiart  Cntholic  priest)  buviri^  btcn  n^^L'iubleil 
io  (Ih!  Aid  town  of  MuUinpir  diiring  huld  di-clli^iit  Dot  only  did  all 
Of  noatof  fbom  preach  from  the  pulpit  rdlI  altnr  in  fjivtiur  of  tht 
asdd  H,  M- Tiiitc,  but  uctuiilly  wcni  to  voters  of  llieir  own  prniiA.'- 
i>oo  indiridanlly,  mid  pcriumied  si^vcrHl  of  thofte  whif  ollicrwise  woald 
have  Tolcd  for  pnitionot,  tbm  tbcy  wouUl  commit  perjury  if  ihty 
Totv>d  fur  the  p«titiorivr,  or  miy  out:  but  smii  H*  M.  Tuttc,  nml  In 
tbcir  dcrica!  chmAclcr,  Aud  ivi  if  dincbariciiifc  tlicLr  clerical  duty  ne 
prtcatvr  botb  publicly  in  tb«  dinpdh.  »nd  privHtcly  ftt  the  rciidencv  of 
ihe  Totcrs,  dof  tared  that  f Afj/  uo«ld  n<tt  iprttr  fu  fA*  ro'/rv  Wir  should 
TOtc  Jt/r  pttirhficr  tJw  rifjAtu  ttf  iftf  Cht/rch,  or*  ottao}  than  It/  atftnd 
■maS£,fiUf  u-otiid  rxrmniuvnmit^  //ij*iii;  Jind  ^niil  pric^Htt  aUo  Vfctu  to  the 
bousd  of  volerii,  na<l  pnincbird  the  snmc  dnctrinc  ti>  the  fftniil]«J(  of 
^H  n^Ecni  whereby  tie  Toteiti  iu  miiQy  inntimce^  in'ert?  deterred  fmm 
^P -tobni;  for  ^letition^' ;i»  they  bnd  resolved  1o  do  nml  would  othern'j^c 
htwc  doEic,  and  were  induced  aud  iiUimidatcd  to  vcCc  for  iniil  H.  M. 
Tuitc;  the  till d  prie*t3  iJso  ncturdly  brouf^bt  the  votcn  la  carriages 
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ivrKHreHtxcJc  or  pait^Tc  at  BL£crH»ift. 


the  ui<J  priifTiU  aUu  preactiiitgi  «»(l  ciburtliii^,  timl  Uirviitctitn^  m  il 
puMic  itrccUp  itoJ,  aided  by  Urge  Diobt,  tokin^;  by  iatcc  tbc  li 
ioldcrt  ivbu  trcrc  ruuJy  C4>  w>tc  for  petitioner,  Mifl  bringiii|i  tbcm  (o 
U*«  boochf,  wborv  fhry  inu(li>  tWm  roi*  for  s*i<l  Tuh#",  and  on  ewiy 
fOAil  bbH  iirrntjr  U'nrtini^  Ut  the  '.own  there  nrrr  mribv,  bfWifd  ii 
MvtmJ  intCancct  by  |Tri«9i.t,  irbo  drove  back  and  pfcrcntctt  free! 
b  the  ftHcreit  of  pclitioncrfrpmcomniff  Into  the  to^ni  lo  f^ifLwben! 
|>ciitu)ner  (ubmll»  the  fmifont  nf  rlcrtimi  win  dci^lroyrd,  Ami  llit' 
pnvi1cgr«  of  the  House  violateil,  »nd  pcfitioncr  dc^invcd  of  tbo  n|4l 
wlkicb  be  ought  lo  bnve,  of  bcioj-  voted  for  ^ml  clirctvd  by  such  eltt- 
lon  H«  might  ^(1  <li()  wi«h  to  polt  for  pcUticDcr;  Ihnt  t-noovragcd  by 
tlie  advice  Hod  cunductof  tbc  i^aid  Homnn  Cntholir  print*,  lai 
mobs  of  the  fricoda  anil  MlberenU  of  sAiti  \L  M.  iuite  went  ml 
night,  aiMl  cnrried  nnay  fnim  tbeir  boutet  vcvrnU  pcnom  who  wtx^ 
liavc  voted  for  ibr  pttilloiKT,  and  by  terror  coinprllcd  Uicm  to  go  co 
ibc  hDrtioga  tmd  to  *iae  for  wid  11.  M*  Trjitc,  «i)il  by  thrcab  pre- 
vrnlcd  «eivr«|  pcrtom  iVoin  coming  to  vote  for  tbe  pciitEoncr,  nd 
Mvvnilof  (be  p«rvu»«  u-boiolftfl  for  him  ver*  umauIi^I,  ill  Ut«l«^ 
and  urotttitlFd  fay  tbc  frirndb  nfxt  ndlvrenticif  niM  H^  M-  Tuie^,  eo 
ibeiT  ntiiTTi  fr^m  tbr  biif^ingi;  imd  m  Tnct  nbovL-onc  bimrfrcil  fer^ 
snat  ivcrc  ibiit  tnnirded,  nnd  two  mcii  werf  kiUed.  one  a  mtnei 
of  the  pcitiioner,  who  hfld  yconc  to  procure  tbc  nttciiibtiict  of 
bolrfen,  iiAd  «i;Ti?r.Ll  frteholden  trtrc  actually  ibreatetK'tl  with  dni 
it  they  voictl  for  the  petitioner,  and  Ibai  tbcir  lj<ju^c7  voulcl 
burned,  inuiinueh  tlut  by  the  thrrat^  aihI  btimidatioai^  held  ant  by 
i.'tid  RoiDHii  Cntbolic  clcr^men  and  »t\d  uKrbs,  penoDs  were  ileiem4 
from  coming  forworri  in  fnpport  of  the  petitioner,  iltboiig;!!  tjiey  M 
promised  lo  do  so,  and  wouM  have  tloue  bo  it'  left  to  ibcirown  trilt 
auddcdre;  and  in  partiaiUraboie  tbirty  perwns  who  were  eatUH 
to  vote  mid  intcndt'd  i<i  ivi^  for  the  peiltinncr  h«Tln]|;  tcRwJuod  aiv 
fiulkd  ill  tbr  baitKiy  of  Ddxiot  wcic  prrvcntvd  from  jioUiiig  in  con- 
dci^aciicc  of  the  fnhcnff  Ijatlng  closed  that  booth  by  re«*oo  of  man 
ibiiQ  tw««ity  irot«n(  [icit  Imviii)^  polled  or  U'liJertU  ih«fr  v«lv«,  or  beinf 
rrfi-rrcvj  to  the  thtii^  fm-  dceiiiou,  on  the  ?9ib  dciy  of  June  lut.  hm 
irliicb  d<-Hr>rn^  of  tYite»  in  «nid  boodi  on  wiid  dny  was  oecM{ofi«d  by 
ibe  vfotctioe  of  the  itiol  aiid  t)ie  iiiiimidili«ii  ud  tiodtw  and  uncoil 
KtBtKtiaiial  iidlocore  of  the  Hniniib  prveitAp  wrbereby  toterv  wcfV  pie* 
Moted  fmm  polling  in  ihM  booth  on  the  nid  day  in  «uAicUatl  mm* 
bm  til  heq»  miid  bodh  open-" 


^ 


(    4«     ) 


CoHttftf  of  Waterford  EtfxlUn'—lnirrferenct  iff  the  Rotmn 
CaihoSc  Priests* 

Tiic  lite  election  for  the  I'oiinty  of  Wulvr&rrl  having  been  ren* 
dcrctl  fo  ni>U)rioiJA  hy  tli«  cxininnlinary  intrrfcrvDrr  nf  r.hi?  Roman 
Caibolic  IVieMhooJ,  tlic  following  faci*  coaiiecW  ihcm^-itli.  urc 
Mibjoioci!  frciiii  Ihi:  petition  of  Lono  (ikouhk  UKKhKronn,  (Intc  M,P, 
for  the  <'j>Lintyj  nn^  n  cnnJuUtc  at  the  Utc  clccrtioii,)  wLiich  was  pre* 
wtitcd  to  lilt  Itoiuc  of  Ccimmous,  od  tlic  '2241  of  Nowitilxrr,  \^'26, 

"Thftt  the  pc^mntry  of  the  t-auuty  of  Wwtcrford,  from  among  wliom 

ike  great  iD«joriiy  of  ibe  foriy-sliitling  fi-ceboldcn  of  »ai4l  county  are 

(ftkeb,  bjv  :Ltitiu»t  t;xditBivdy  Koidiiei   CnUJohca.  auiI  are  from   their 

i^puinLtKx  and  NUjrct>tition  coiiifCE]tKiit  upon  m  wrdc  of  cdiicntion  pC' 

cullArly  Liublc  to  be  ui^dc  tl^  looU  of  ftiiy  of  tbc  RoniHt)  CMtbtilic 

ch));y  wlio  lul^^ht  thliik  proper  to  m^ltiiul  or  itijpobc  ujion  ihcni  ftir 

Mtit^tci'   [fUjjHJWc*,  inioniuch  LbAl  mwiy  of  the  peuants  of  the  couiiiy 

oi  Wfticrforcl   belivva  tlmt  «twy  KoTixhii  CutliiAi?  oUrgynM^  in  ]i04- 

^^MiECil  of  the  power  of  working  miiuclci,  ajid  nil  of  tbcm  nltitcb  an 

^BiniporUiiirL^  to  thir  blrAciii^'  or  cnnc  of  a  priest,  itliicb  would  tcnrccly 

^FvW  4;rfldJtcd  by  thoAc  irho  hurl  out  lived  imLotipt  ihniu,  unci  petitioner 

Kja  luloTmetl  uud  believes,  tLui  to  be  excluded  by  tbc  priest  irotu  ub&t 

^P  KTC  citled  the  riic&of  the  C1»irdij  tuclt  n  conttriiioii^  nbMiliuioa^ 

"  3fC-  i»  conMdcr&l  by  ibcm  tociutAUKCT,  if  not  rji/urfr  thcpi  frmit  iol- 

rtffiofi;  ibiit  _thc  di^ciplini- of  tbr  Romiali  Ciiunh  pluceti  the  entire 

patroiiflge  of  each  diofCtc  nt  tbc  dikpoinl  of  it*  bi!f1io[»  in  th^  trA  id- 

Etance,  and  Ibcrri'oic  pUces  Ihc  clcr^  of  ibnt  dioceie  aiuler  bi«  con* 

trol,  ukI  thus  luvnts  hiiD  tvith  a  poner  over  them  ivbieb  i»  ne^rljr 

dcKporic,  while  tbc  bubop  iiimi^elf  i^  only  Arnt-tiable  to  ibe  h^t  of 

^  KoBic  for  thifr  dibcbargc  of  hl«  tiplriiual  authority  uid  juriidiclidti; 

^K.ilul  ibe  HoijJ2tii  Cfttbolic  bhbopvl'  WntcrJuriJi  <:oiled  tlic  Right  Rc- 

~  vcrcnd    I'lilrlck  K<Uy,  has^  ever  since  tbc  laic  dianolutian  of   PafUn- 

mcQt  H-n»  fivtt  tapcetcd,  tnkeii  a  gixnt  Liiterc^i)  and  li  njo«t  pixmLinciit 

kod  iietivc  puit  Jo  (be  cUcfion  for  lh«  county  of  Wiittfrfojd,  and  fio 

lung  hiifk  n(  tht'  riii>nth  nf  Sopr«niher  l^'2.i,  thrr  inld  Roman  Cfttbolic 

,       biibop,  wbih:  oiGcinimg  at  public  ma«8  to  a  fp^al  concourtc  of  people, 

^B  jviocipally  of  tiic  lovver  cla^t^ci,  juseinblcil  in  iht:  grcal  cbapel  of 

^  W^terfwd,  after  de*icribiri|X  (be  contest  between  the  petitioner  and 

the  Mid  llvnry  ViUiersStunrl  for  the  lepn^fentatlon  oi"  tlie  wid  counter* 

05  oHc  ill  wliicb  ilic  intcrcsii  *)»   tiie  Roinun  Catholic  Chiircb  were 

y  iiivulvet^  (k-clur<(l,  that  fxn^  R^mm  CoMtc  who  aw/ri  xuU 
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neioMMMt  hu  tdtgiam  at  tie  approacJtiiig  tkction  (meaning  tbereby  any 
Rommn  Catbotic  who  wtMild  vote  for  the  petitioner  and  against  tbe 
«aid  Henry  ViHioi  Stoart}  laomid  ht  giaity  of  a  mortal  fin  ;  and  (bat 
iftid  b'ufanp  b>s  from  tbmcc  till  the  actual  commencement  of  the 
election,  and  dnnog  ibe  pwigWM  tbereof,  continued^  both  by  pobUc 
CKlwrtfttinK  aod  pritmle  admcaiitknis,  remonstrances  and  threats  ofm- 
ibctim  o^fcdcRUhcaJ  onuimt,  to  mac  every  nieaDG  in  Lis  power  to 
jmniKe  ihe  ncccK  trf*  die  «>d  HenTy  ViUiers  Stuart-  and  among 
itfher  lutBA  ■>CTm»ed  to,  1m  tnoed  ocden  of  the  most  peremplniy 
notnri'  tn  dw  dogy  trf  ln>  dtocoe  to  vse  their  exertions^  collectivdy 
«nti  TiiA^idimBy.  for  tlft  snae  propose,  and  such  entire  confidence 
bK  tiir  «ni!  teAMf  in  iht  pow  whicb  be  possessed  through  the 
sodiuK  or  b»  jJu^v  fivB'  Ae  undi  of  tbe  Roman  Catbdic  fnc- 
inWiUA  thf.  wka  fte  ^d  vrii  wu  actiuny  issned  for  hoVdlng  the 
-<Br  ?e£9iw.  «K  iv  vctte  vw  knovn  to  be  the  6th  day  of  Jane, 
X^.  mr  ^419  ^AeofEv  %  n  Iwm  and  acknowledged  that  tbe 
jt  a  ^*T  cwRwfaable  najonty  of  electon  on 
^  Ae  oU  Hcwy  Villien  Staart  had  ex- 
i««<4v9  bfr  mMHM  'X  ^aanww:  ffe  luuiut  With  petitioner,  tbe  nid 
%»BB  Jmuc  3«wv  .maJned,  ^  leiineatcd  tbe  said  Uwry 
-  ^'^tt^^  ''riiMi  ~w  TUJC^fflw.  30^  asennd  him  that  he  Mc  said  bUttop 
-»to  «t  -w  t  "wtf  tr  'iM  M  t^  ai^w  ff  Waterford,  and  is  nut  a 
— *,,^i*-  fr<Tv«.  =■»«  manr  im  ittwrm,  and  the  said  Henry  Vi- 
T'^  -^v-ifl  '^i  mvnf*i»^  jifrr  bunself  h  candidate  for  the  *aid 
-.  ,  ..-.1  ?t  -:  :;  .  -:>e  *ani  promise  of  the  said  Romsi!!  CatfcoHt 
.-:i-   1   -^^     ?  r^\i'\   u   the  Romish  Church  a  jitbUee,  haTioj 

-  ,  _;  ,x:'  :--  '^■\r  '?'2^rhj  the  authoHty  of  the  Pope,  and 
^-  *t  "  '*  "W  v^ich  proclaimed  that  jubilee  beinf^,  thai 
^   <.i.    -t'.i-   —M-*  ^Jeir  "OS  with  true  repentance  would  be 

H.   .;.     !t  :^' ';'t '^  -'!   ne  ■inbeT  cooditiou  of  thclr  performjog  ccF- 

,       -   ^■-■-?   .t-'^'U',,-tv  mii  "String  certain  prescribed  churches  a 

-.jT-:^''   .:i     iihirs  iuc   the   chnpcls    being    in    consequence 

.,.,  .   ,  :/    ^-^".fr  ->wre»iu^  tbe  Roman  Catholic  religion,  who 

_'  Ik  .   ■'^:'>s-, ■!».'■:   n  "'jtf  ife<>Uuion  thus  offl^red  to  them  by  ihc 

^,      ,    .V   .^  .:!■'.   i^<  jeuundiiii>ns  of  the  Romhh  Clergy  in  those 

--  1.  -   t,-i  -?-    ^-^iswict-  flhi  sfco«e  who  should  vole  for  bini,  hocame 

rK  -    ^cNf-t^   K.nt^'i  iin*  mor?  effective,  as  were  also  the  exhorta- 

.y   ,.,.  ivtt.'  -*■*  K>u  MK  3^'  :hi.*e  who  should  vote  for  said  Stoarti 

-  >   IX   •iTB.^ic*  'X  rfw  Roman  Catholic  Church,  at  least  in 

^   .,.^.  »hu    tf»r -^aJtii  starions  in   privnlc  houses,  where  a 

-  -   .    '  i  ■-.'^  i^T*  -'iiini*«*mtt  MK  received  and  absolution  given,  and 
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tlw  Ancnokeiie  <jt  ilw  EuctiArlhl  h  A<huifli«icrc<i,  auj  (lie  injoQciioos 
i>r  cKborlAtioni  of  ll>c  ])rtc*l>  given  nc  Uicie  itatioa*  art  coDudcrcd  to 
b«  a{  iLe  RAinc  foroc  nod  efficacy  «b  if  ddivcrod  Irom  Abe  *lur  of  the 
chap^;  Ujdt  fil  ihoflfr  itaiionit,  lu  wt*1l  «*  «1  Uiv  variou*  cJupek  in 
diHwni  |)nrl«  of  the  jaounly  of  WalcrrTiM'tl,  Ikf  pruits  Arirr  rtfttat4  to 
Atur  ihe  confe^mm  vfJrcchoMcra  x^in  Aa4  prmnittji  to  taUj'tir  ihn  prti- 
Uan^r,  and  htrvf:  rrfiard  to  gke  ihc^  otAoIotioiTt  md  have  dtclurtd  pub- 
Ucitffthul  tiai/  Roman  Catholtc  njko  iemild  vttc  fur  the  prtttioner  KXitild 
he  tjuludc^l/fmri  tk<  l^/»rfit  of' tfffjuliiiff,  u^uld  not  ii"  admilUti  tacont^ 
tnunmn^  jittr  r*fme  4iho!ution,  i/r  any  Other  riic  w  ctremonif  of  the 
Jl^atm  Vat  hoik  Churdt ;  thut  in  ether  ioKtAnccsj  frcrboldcn  of  tlic 
Mid  county  of  Woitafoni,  who  have  bccQ  &ick  onJ  ivcak,  bsTO  tcnL 
for  A  Ki>iuun  Cntbobc  Lkif^yiuau,  uutl  KJiclietl  Jroiii  him  iUtit  Hpiii- 
taal  comfort  wbich  a  i^ii)^  ui^u  expects  ^nd  Uukt  tbc  pnest  to 
ciibcr  rcfu«v^  to  ouuimI  btm,  or  liHvlikg  nLUmdcil  liwt  rcfuned  to  |)t»- 
fnria  iUt  umijJ  rdigivu*  ooitnioinu  fur  blni  uiika»  Uc  would  proniitc 
C<t  TOK  i<gA(ii*i  Uk  pctiticDor  &ikd  for  Che  noid  I  Icnry  \' JUit^r*  Sluivt  iu 
iKi^  «t^(it  of  his  TOcovi'ry  t  l]i«t  >u  olbvr  iiiNtkiic^Bj  ibc  wlvi-ii  and 
ehilibxm  and  rcUikFci  of  Uoqiha  Cntbolic  fi^*vlioldi.-ri  wbo  bod  pro- 
ni»4  <o  vriir  (*ir  Unc  pctttion^r,  h^vc^  ia  hke  lUbnncr,  when  sifk  and 
•|)|iKbeuiive  ai  Avnih,  rc<)uiri:d  tbc  AUi^udaikc<;  trf  tiie  pnc9>fH  who 
WM  iu  tbc  habit  of  vi^itiii^'  ilii'm^  and  hnve  bc4:n  cither  I'tffused  the 
bcueSl  uf  bin  uLit^nchince  idloi^^tbcr^  or  if  the  ]uiv*t  did  nttiMid  theiia, 
lie  hAH  iIchIinI  thoni  tbc  confcsnioD  or  obeolution  ihry  wugbt  for,  ua- 
hfie  upuQ  Ihe  aililiLioiifd  teriu»  of  nucb  freeholdi;T  proiidtiju^  to  vuti^ 
ftga'mit  tlie  poLitJoner,  nud  for  the  smd  Heiir^'  Villters  Siuiut ;  thut 
tlic  RoiTiaii  Ciktliolit^  pria4«  lU  tl^e  diltcrciil  chapcU  in  tbe  couniy  of 
Wot^Jord,  for  Acieril  uioDtbb  before  Uie  »aid  election,  cleuouiiced 
the  petitioner  lui  an  amwed  eiieiiiy  of  lie  Koftiun  Cnthvlic  religion, 
Mid  ^ocUimctl  pTjblidy  lo  the  Ignorant  and  ercdulou^  pcMflotiy,  ju- 
cWding  the  Uumna  CotlioJic  frovliolden  Mieniblcdp  tbut  lo  oppose 
the  petitioiier  ^ouU  be  tin  acccpublc  fiervlce  to  ibc  ni>inriu  Citi-bulic 
Cbiiecbp  and  tint  t^  viipfjort  (he  pi'tiiioncr  would  bo  art  ihct  of  direct 
hostility  ikgaioit  it,  and  that  lbo«c  who ftU|»poried  tbc  pciitioDcr »hoatd 
niyt  he  ndmirf^d  t/^  ennfi'tkiort,  or  r«ei.'ii'F  nhvibilimi  or  rirtr«iiue  uni> 
tion,  or  any  ciiber  rite  or  ^nL'rnl^e[l^  of  the  Ronmn  (^iitholie  Churcb^ 
but  vroulrl  be  fX|>clled  from  the  Churcb,  mid  fi'om  Ibe  soctcty  of  Cs- 
UioiUc«,  and  woulU  di?  like  do^,  witbout  nii^  *^i  Hk  couv>laiiom  of 
itligtoo,  aud  would  1^0  nt  once  to  hell,  aiid  in  iburt,  tiint  tbcir  totCf 
il  Ibc  ejection  wf)uld  place  tbciti  in  the  hin^ltmi  ol  biM^'vii  or  m  the 
duntt  cf  bdl  to  oil  cicruily  ^  that  tnttonca  hatt  dxo  occumd  a/  a 


42B  cooitry  or  WATBiromc  ■uunoN. . 

rrfutalbif  tke  Rtman  OitMo^  dergj/mtn  to  odtmmHtr  the  MocrmoAio 
indrvidkaft  became  tk^  n/pporifd  ikt  ptiitkmer  ;  that  the  Jionux  Ct- 
tkolic  pnetU  at  meh  timet,  u  order  to  gtoc  tke  grtaler  neigkttend 
tkeir  dtnwaeiatumtf  declared  to  th^ir  comgn^atiomt  that  they  a^rmd 
them  under  the  erpreu  ordcrt  of  the  hnhop  of  the  diocese  ;  that  in  vm 
iniUncca  ibe  tbreat*  held  out  by  the  Romftn  Catholic  priests  to  tk 
freeholders,  to  indocc  them  to  vote  for  the  said  Henry  VilUenSM 
and  RgMJnft  the  pctitionrr,  were  productin  of  most  eerions  tem^ 
evils  to  those  who  voted  for  the  petitiooer,  inasmncfa  as  theyofot 
tfarcntened  the  said  electors  with  being  booted  at  like  mad  dop.bdif 
shunned  and  avoided  by  their  friends  and  acqnaintaiicef  and  beief 
excluded  and  cut  off  iro^  all  intercourse  with  Ronran  Catbc^cSj  wh^ 
threats  were  in  many  instances  carried  into  full  effect,  and  tbe  C*- 
tholic  freeholders,  who  were  the  snbject  of  tbem,  actually  shot  itt 
from  all  society  and  inlcrcourse  vrith  persons  who  like  thenudva 
professed  the  Catbdic  religion,  and  whenever  they  appeared  in  tk 
road  or  street  were  halloo'd  at  as  a  "  mad  dog-,"  a  name  by  irinci  it 
was  publicly  recommended  by  the  emimariea  of  said  priests  tolh 
Hnman  Catholics  who  voted  with  said  Stuart,  or  who  should  do  i^ 
to  boot  all  who  should  be  found  to  have  voted  for  or  wished  well  to 
the  cause  of  petitioner,  whereby  a  great  degree  of  intimidatiw  vu 
crcHted,  as  well  as  much  actual  danger ;  that  in  other  instances  (fctj 
protended  to  reason  with  the  peasant  freeholder,  reepectiog  the  ruttn 
of  the  bribery  oath,  and  with  a  view  to  deprive  petitioner  <rf  all  aop- 
pott  from  the  Catholic  frcebdders,  persuaded  them  that  the  bribery 
oaLh  would  be  put  to  every  &eebolder  who  voted  for  the  petitiontf, 
and  that  any  Cntliolic  freeholder  who  voted  or  who  intended  to  raU 
for  the  petitioner,  could  not  take  it  without  peijory,  inasmuch  t^ 
according  to  them,  Lord  George  Beresfbrd,  meaning  the  petitioMr, 
is  the  enemy  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  and  Mr.  Stuart  [nnO' 
ing  die  said  Hcniy  ^'jlliers  Stuart,  is  the  friend  of  it,  that  no  Ronm 
Catholic  freeholder  would  vote  for  the  enemy  and  against  the  fnod 
of  bis  Church,  if  it  were  not  from  some  temporal  i^otive  and  if  fan 
motive  be  that  be  holds  a  valuable  freehold  under  or  from  a  laadlcmi 
who  supports  Lord  George  Beresford^  then  the  very  faoldio?  of  that 
farm  is  B  bribe  to  him,  and  therefore  be  cannot  take  the  bribery  ralb 
without  perjury  ;  that  in  other  instances  the  Roman  Catholic  clergyman 
threatened  to  infikt  public  curses  vpon  aU  those  Roman  CatholU  frtt- 
holdcrs  toho  should  vote  for  Lord  George  Bertsford,  and  some  <f  thok 
hmt  actually  at  the  chapels  and  at  their  stations  pubUcfy  attd  sohmi^ 
cursed  individuai  /recholderi  by  name,  who  weiv  known  to  intend  U> 
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[  vote  or  to  bavc  actually  voted  for  tbc  potUionvr,  Had  liavc  lUkl  oiily 
cursed  Mjcli  frccbolilcrs  tlicuisclrv*^  but  hnw  cnrscn  ibclr  wivon  md 
I  ihcir  uliililrci),  Lbvir  cHttlc  mid  viu|j»,  ntnl  in  liki;  mauuer  tisvi^  jKib- 
[  Ucly  implormi  the  blotaing  of  CichI  and  ctf  ttU  bis  Stints  upon  ibotc  w!io 
f  vctcff  lor  tbc  fiiiid  Henry  V'jllicra  SlUJirL,  and  agcutiht  flic  |)i'-titioii«r  ( 
;  ihftt  tnmc  of  tli^  «»id  ItomttU  Calbulic  clcrgynicit  buvc  aUn  tlirE«tcn«d 

[Jndivjdiial  voIpk  thai  tbcy  would  tmpr^sa  a  vStibli^  nod  iiifldiblc  ical 

rbrnnd  tipon  tbcm.  and  upon  jtny  Romaii  Catbolic  frrrholclcr^  wlic 

ElM  vole  for  lIk  jx-litioncr,  wtiidi  u&uld  temiiiLi  u^'un  Liiu  visible 

to  hii  dculh  ;  ihiii  to  txcit«  ti-ri'w  in  olUti-!i,  mid  thui  to  cuinpul  tlieia 

,  vote  for  Mr.  Stuart,  tlury  linvc  in  some  inAtnnccB  turii<:d  tlie  frcc- 

cn  who  ba<l  pron^srd  to  vote,  or  wlio  Imd  actually  ^"^'^d,  for  the 

'  out  of  tlicir  L'bapebi  in  ibe  pn:acoc£  of  the  congrc},^ftllon  ) 

ia  Otbcr  iiistmiccif,  tvbcii  tbe  |Hirikliickner!i  ot  a  purticuljir  paritb 

rjuire  appeared  more  fiiin  thnn  ortlhiAry  in  rcsi^tinj;  the  Altcmptt  of 

ilic   piit-Ath  to  njiui'ul  liiiOr  vuti'*^   t/iiy  Jhwc  mutprntUd  thv  ti-Uhrtdum 

[ofmta^    (Ti    thai    parUk    t:ttv^r(/icr\  untti,  ita    t\Ky   ulli'f^crl,    ibi:    piui* 

tki>er9  vt'ccv  brought  to  a  bcnso  of  their  diiwbcdicncc,  and  agreed  to 

F«et«  Agft^ribl  the  petitJonDr»  iLikd  for  tb«   unid  Hojiiy  ViUiurv   ^Sturirt  ( 

|tb)it  tUesn  eicertioTii  of  tb<-  Roitinii  (atlimlir  clcrgj'incri  wrr«  rontimjc^l 

k  dnring   tbc  whole  time  of  the  ekctlon;    thai  tbey  also  pri^onnlly 

I  luDUglit  tbc^  fieolioldct^  tbeinsL-]TL!s  from  their  ficveial  places  of  abode 

'to  the  city  of  \Vnterford,  remnined  with   them  ak  their  keepers  in 

dty,  and  aceonipanicd,  or  r&tber  guarded  them  to  Ibe  buKtiaj^v, 

acted   Ihrougliout    the  whole   of   tbe  eleetiou,  as  the  open  njid 

avoivud  ngeiits  of  the  suid  llcnry  Villiers  Stuart ;  did  «u  wrth  bia  ibe 

uiid  Stuart'i  privity  aud  knowledge ;   and  timt  tljei-e  never  wa«  lest 

thnn  OJie  priest^  ami   sometimes  so  many  as  nx  or  eight  priests  ia 

ca::b  booth  during  the  said  election,  wlio  endeavoured  by  their  bioks 

BOd   gestures   to  intimidate  tbe  fiveboldera  fioiu  voUug  for  the  peti- 

[fioucT,  aad  to  encourngc  tbem  to  vote  for  the  *aid  Henry  Villicra 

IStuut,  and  some  one  or  other  of  whom   generally  held  o  mcmoniR- 

I  <ltim'bookr  ill  \pbicb  be  wrote  n&  tbe  freeholder*  voted,  profcineflly 

Ifof  the  piirposE  n{  keeping  u  li«t  of  llio^  who  voted  for  or  Hgnlnst 

:  petitioner,  and  in  some  insUnces  it  was  avowed  from  ibr  altar, 

rioua  to  tlie  election,  that  such  a  book  would  be  kept  to  record  the 

of  ibo^e  who  should  vote  foi'  petitioner;    that  by  tucb  tbc 

fereneeof  ibe  Koman  Catholic  clergy,  the  freedom  of  clectioD, 

lat  Mid  election,  wnt  not  only  grouly  vioUtcd,  and  the  tnindit  of  the 

iBoman  Catliolic  freeholder*  subjected  to  au  undue  and  unconKiilu- 

indueiiec,  but  utterly  destroyed  for  that  time,  and,  in  fact,  tlie 
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The  foHowing  Petition  wu  anttnlmoiuly  adopted,  at  •  rnuMm 
Meeting  of  the  Prote»tant  Magiatraies,  Clergy,  Gentry,  Freehddn^ 
ftod  LftodboLden  of  the  Coanty  of  Tyrone,  convcoed  by  Sinm 
Vbaky,  Esq.  High  Sheriff  of  the  taid  County,  who  presided  on  tlii 
occuion. 

"  To  the  HaMQurtM:ike  Commoiu  of  tie' United  Kingdom  of  Gnd 
Britain  and  IreloMd,  in  Partiamcnt  atKmhUd. 
"The  Petition  of  the  Undersigned,  being  Protestant Ni^ 
men.    Clergy,  GenttemeD,    and   Freeholders  of  ibE 
County  of  Tyrone  J  hnmhly  showetb — 

"  Tfa«t  yonr  petitioners,  obsemag  the  UDJustifiable  mean^  irtnii 
have  been  n*ed  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  restrictive  laws  stilt  id  iora 
■gainst  such  of  hii  Majeity's  subjects  in  Ireland  aa  profess  Ibe  ^ 
man  Catholic  religion  \  and,  aware  of  the  support  this  dangena 
measure  has  received,  from  the  erroneous  views  of  some  nobiaDO, 
who  are  deceived  as  to  the  true  state  of  the  conntry,  in  which  (bfjdi' 
not  reside;  andfearingtest'silence  should  beconstrued  jntoacquiesccDct 
in  so  hazardons  a  change  in  the  Constitution,  humbly  state  to  foor 
right  honourable  House  their  firm  persuasion  that  such  a  dia^ 
would  he  productive  of  the  most  dangerous  consequences, 

"  Your  petitioncti  have  long  refrained  from  putting  fonvsrd  tlu 
i^nion,  lest  it  might  add  to  the  rancorous  spirit  which  has  scduLei 
many  of  their  Roman  Catholic  fellow-iubjects  since  tfae  Roman  Ci- 
thollc  Association  was  fint  instituted  in  this  country.  But  when  ibq 
consider  the  unchangeable  tntolenoce  of  that  Church,  which  i>  nor 
strengthened  by  the  establishment  of  Jesuits  in  Ireland — when  ^ 
observe  tbc  entire  Roman  Catholic  Priesthood  abiiaing  their  spidtul 
influence  in  the  support  of  this  AsaDciation,re-ot^anized  iDdeGaucei 
the  laws  enacted  against  it — the  freedom  of  the  elective  franchise  vfi- 
lated,  and  a  great  part  of  the  people  blindly  submitting  U>  ^ 
guidanceof  men  who  publicly  display  a  determined  hostility  to  thePrv- 
testant  religion — the  CTrculatlon  of  the  Scriptures — ^aad  the  coontf' 
tion  of  Ireland  with  Great  Britun,  they  cannot  longer  forbear  to  i^ 
proach  your  right  honourable  House  with  their  moet  earnest  ^ttfs, 
that  you  will  not  increase  the  power,  nor  add  to  the  privileges  of  (^ 
uiecabers  of  the  Church  of  Rome." 
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KiKo'a  Couxry  I"«otk8ta«t  Fhtitioit. 

Tlie  Mlotrin^'  Pirtiiron  waw  nnjiniinou^ly  adcptecf,  at  a  nnmcrons 
Mwiing  of  the  I'roic.'itaiil  Magiatrnitfs,  Ckr^y,  Gentry,  Frcctjolden, 
ftnd  LaTidbulrlcrs  of  the  K\ufi\  lounty  in  trcliind. 

"  To  Mf  Honourable  the  CommonM  of  fit  United  Kingdom  <f  Cr*at 
Britain  and  Irrfand^  in  P/ttliftwritt  /tim/vnMM. 

"Tlie  Petition  of  llie  Un*!eraigoecl,  beiog  ProCciCthnt  Nob1«- 
mefl.Cler^,  Gentleman,  nnd  Frei^holder^  of  the  King^* 
County,  biiinl>ly  shnweth — 

"  Tbut  grossly  misrepreBcnteil  ns  tlie  atntimcirts  of  l\w  Protestants 
of  Ir«b])d  have  been  on  the  lubjcct  of  Catholic  Emancipation,  ve 
conKider  it  incumbent  on  us  at  llic  prewml  crisU  to  come  forward,  An<l 
uncqiii vocally  lo  declurc  our  conviction  of  tlic  exlreine  danger  Ibnt 
^t)uM  result  io  tbc  Bi'ititiL  empire,  from  titc  concf^vlcm  uf  ftirtbcr 
privilegvt,  lEicludtDg  poUticuL  power,  tu  t!l(^  Roman  C'aibolicn  of  Uiia 
country^  -• 

*'  rtiHt  the  cvtilcncc  of  pusing  events  tit  honic  find  nbtnad  dearly 
idioviVj  itiaL  l'opi!iy,  ht  principle  and  jiraclicc,  is  iiiicbiniged  mid  un- 
chniigeabUi  nnd  that  as  onr  Ancestors  excluded  Hontan  Calholloi 
from  polilk.-kl  power,  from  n  <^nviction  that  thcri^  is  rn  tbc  Cburcb  of 
Ronw  n  principle  inlif^reritly  aiirl  locurabty  bostllc  io  ibe  well-being  of 
D  ProleiEant  St^itc  x  to,  on  the  fame  grounds,  yuur  potilinners  bumbly 
snbfnit  10  yciur  honourable  Hou^ie  ihe  nccc^siCf  of  cotitinuuig  aitcb 
excluaioo. 

•"Flint  the  ccmlinupd  existence  of  the  Roman  C»tholic  Association 
in  alE  it*  bancfnl  fn!iut?nce»  acting  m  an  mpvnum  in  hnftrio;  uieetin^ 
fbt  political  dhcuj«ion.  kvying  taxes,  and  legislating  for  the  toimtiy, 
in  cvojiioii  or  defiance  of  an  A.cl  of  Parlioment  pushed  eitprcialy  for  Ita 
supprcWon,  is  a  i^iibjcct  wbicb  ca1l«  alond  for  publii^  it]veict]i|;iitron. 

"  TliiLt  Ibc  uiKonxtitniion^l  contfuct  of  the  Uoman  Calhulic  Prictt* 
hi>od,  in  cxfirciMng  tbi?  fipiiitiial  terrors  of  their  Chitrcti  to  influence 
and  control  tbc  return  of  members  lo  yonr  hononrnble  Huuac,  nt 
the  Uic  eketioris  in  this  countjy  ;  tbtir  uncliristmN  opposition  to  tbc 
circulation  '^f  the  Holy  Si^riptorcsj  sa  a  tnennn  of  enlightening  And 
eiTilisiD^  our  benighted  pcaanmry;  tbo  unvearied  exorticmv  of  the 
ItciiDan  Cfllholic  leaders  lo  eilraag«  nnd  alieoale  tb«  niinda  nnd 
tiMrt*  of  bit  Maj<-^ty\  Roiimn  Cacl^ollc  iiibjrct«  from  their  allegiance, 
by  every  tpcdcn  of  i  n  flam  nintory  misrepresentation,  to  the  manifest 
cft(Ungcrin^of  tbc  peace  of  this  renlin;  tbdr  libellous  cilumnles  of 
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if  the  Church  of  Rome,  tbrough  the  iiuddious  liberality  < 
legiiUton  tbould  again  acquire  io  this  reaJm  the  ai 
which  ahe  ii  eveniM»«  napiriDg, 

"That,  upon  these  and  sliuilar  grounds,  your  petitio 
pray  that  your  hoQOUrable  House  nnU  be  pleased  to  tal 
ipioiediate  and  leHoui  consideratiou  the  difficulties  unde 
cootitry  at  preseut  laboun,  and  to  ^ply  rach  effecti 
thereto  as  to  your  honourable  House  shall  Bcem  enpediei 
tionere  will  ever  pray.— DaUd  at  ranomtown,  this 
Jaooary,  1827/' 
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Vilten  Hie  fttfcond  r^ailiiig  of  \hc  Bill,  lor  tbo  runtoviii  of  cenain  ^ft~ 
ijDAlifiofitinni  of  ihr  llomcul  ratholkfl,  wm  mnvad  in  tho  Mi^uiic 
of  IdOfdH.  NFny  )7lh,  182i.  Wirr jam,  LotC)  Bi^ifor  of  HusHAlt 
(Uien  of  Lb^idalT),  roae.  and  nddrtiitited  tli^ir  LurJiihipa  in  die 
foOowinjc  eloquent,  eiierf^lic,  penpiciiotit,  and  truTy  Prolesraju 
diction,* 

My  Louds,— II  U  not  without  considerable  reluctance  that  I 
ri*c  to  a<ldref»  your  lordsliiiis  on  ihc  present  occasion-  I 
am  vcU  aware  of  ttiv  tLnintadvcrsions  to  be  expected  by  any 
one  who  ventures  to  oppose  such  a  measme  aa  that  which  is 
now  under  our  conaicicration ;  a  measure,  in  many  reapeccs, 
plau^iblo  anil  attractive;  &  measure,  calculated  to  make  im- 
pression not  only  on  unwary  and  inconsiderate  mhuU,  hut 
on  some  of  the  best  feelings  of  ournaturo;  il  measure  iildo, 
which  comes  lo  us  under  the  sanction  of  the  other  House  of 
Parliament,  and  advocated  by  persons  of  the  highest  talent 
and  consideration.  But,  my  hotih,  ihi-se  lery  circumstances 
poirerfully  operate  upon  my  mind,  not  to  ishrtnk  from  de- 
cUring  my  sentiments,  on  a  matter  in  which  the  interests  of 
our  religious  as  well  as  our  civil  establishments  appear  to 
me  to  be  so  deeply  involved.  I  shall  endeavour,  however, 
Co  be  as  brief  as  possible  in  my  observations,  thut  I  may  oot 

*  We  hare  Xo  apologbe  for  the  tiOD -insertion  or  OiIh  cacittituiioQal  on- 
ikm  Id  ti«  prosier  place,  but  il  ihnU  be  attended  to  in  the  neit  odi- 
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detajD  your  lordships  longer  than  I  can  well  avoid  irom  lis- 
tening to  thou  who  may  hare  a  Btronger  claim  to  your  ttim- 
tion. 

My  lords,  if  this  were  a  quefltion  merely  of  expediefity,t 
question  solely  as  to  the  balance  of  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages, of  conveniencies  and  Inconveniencies,  likely  to  re- 
sult from  the  proposed  measure,  1  might  be  less  disposed  to 
take  a  part  in  the  diacussioR.  But  if  the  benefits  to  be  ei* 
pected  from  it  cannot  be  obtained  without  the  sacri^ceof 
vome  euential  principlet  of  our  Protestant  constitutiOQ  and 
government;  then,  however  desirable  those  benefits  mi 
appear,  (to  me,  I  own,  they  appear  exceedingly  dubious  and 
problematical,)  I  must  consider  the  proposal  as  one  wbicb  it 
becomes  not  the  Legislature  to  adopt. 

Now,  with  respect  to  the  prindpiet  to  be  maintwned  in 
this  discussion,  I  conceive,  my  lords,  that  I  have  a  right  to 
assume  them  as  points  not  to  be  called  in  question.  Thej 
have,  in  fact,  been  conceded  by  the  advocates  of  the  measure 
ia  former  debates;  and  they  are  moreover  distinctly  and  ex- 
pressly recognized  in  the  very  preamble  of  the  bill,  Tbe 
preamble  sets  forth,  that  the  Protestant  succession  and  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  England  and  Ireland  are 
eitablished  permanently  and  inviolably.  Here  is  a  direct 
acknowledgment,  not  only  that  some  religious  establishment 
is  essential  to  the  Constitution,  but  also  that  it  shaU  be  iW 
iestant  and  Episcopal^ 

Assuming  this,  therefore,  as  the  basis  of  the  whole  inquiry, 
we  come  to  the  main  question,  on  what  grounds  are  Rodud 
Catholics  excluded  from  certain  privileges  and  favours 
granted  to  other  members  of  the  community? 

To  this  question,  my  lords,  I  answer,  that  they  are  noi 
excluded  merely  on  account  of  their  theologicai  tenets:  tbe; 
are  not  excluded  for  holding  the  doctrines  of  transubstantii- 
tion,  of  the  invocation  of  saints,  the  worship  of  images,  or  sot 
other  points  in  their  creed  or  ritual  which  we  deem  to  i» 
errors  and  corruptions  of  Christianity.  These  are  not,  pro- 
perly speaking,  the  disqualifications  under  which  they 
labour,  nor  the  true  ground  of  those  disabilities  which  the 
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Icgij(Iuturc  has  thought  fit  to  Impose  upon  them.  The  refti 
and  only  ffround  of  their  exclusion  is  ihU; — that  they  ore 
(what  they  do  not  choose  to  cull  thi^maelves,)  Papists. 

My  toril«,  1  heii  tt  mnv  be  distinctly  underaiood^  that  I  do 
not  mean  to  ase  this  terni  as  a  term  of  n^proach,  »or  with 
the  slightciit  intention  to  give  ol1eiice<  I  linve  too  hij^h  a 
respect  for  ihe  general  body  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  to  In- 
tend any  such  thing.  But  it  U  ncceesaryf  it  is  unavoidable^ 
in  the  course  of  argument  I  have  to  pursue,  that  this  their 
fired  and  (I  believe)  unalterable  characteristic  should  be 
kept  in  view.  If,  therefore,  1  should  happen  to  use  the 
terms  Popery  and  Papist  more  fre<iuciitly  than  1  may  wish 
to  do,  or  than  may  be  acceptable  to  many  who  hear  me,  I 
trust  it  vill  be  excused.  )  ccrtntnly  will  endeavour  to  abstain 
from  them  as  far  as  circumstances  will  permit 

AVhat  then.  iH  the  di^tinguiBhtng  fealiireof  the  real  Papist? 
It  is.  my  lurtis.  the  ncknowlcJ^ment  of  thfi  Pope  a  suprctnacy, 
— the  acknowledgment,  that,  in  certain  respects,  the  Pope 
has  an  authority  over  the  tvhole  Christian  worlil ;  and,  cou- 
fteqiiently,  that  in  whatever  country,  or  unJer  whatever  go- 
vernment, the  members  of  the  Church  of  Rome  are  placed, 
they  owe  to  him.  as  their  supreme  head,  a  special  allegiance, 
and  are  bound,  by  an  obligation  paramount  to  all  others,  to 
render  him  homage  and  obedience. 

To  what  ej^tf^pt  this  authority  takes  place,  is  another  ques- 
tion- There  have  been  times  when  it  was  claimed  and  ex- 
ereised»  aa  extending  both  to  spiritual  and  temporal  concerns, 
"llie  power,  however,  which  the  popes  formerly  asserted 
over  temporal  concerns,  it  may  be  said,  has  long  since  died 
away,  and  ought  not  now  to  be  taken  into  the  accourt.  It 
is  true,  indeed,  that  no  direct  assumption  of  this  power  has 
of  Irtte  been  atlempteJ :  ami,  hence,  it  is  often  alleged,  that 
the  pretended  right  is  become  obsolete,  if  not  extinct-  Nor 
flm  (  unwilling,  my  lords,  to  ar^e  as  if  it  were  so-  Only  let 
me  be  stllowcd  to  ohserve,  that,  even  to  this  day.  it  has  never 
heen  formally  repealed,  never  authoritatively  diHclaimeilp  So 
long  ns  tlio  <lecrees  of  the  Council  of  Trent  continue  to  be 
tlie  ttandnn)  of  Vii\ml  pretenfiions^  and  ibat  council  recog- 
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rase^  the  authority  of  anttrUir  counciln,  Uiis  asserted  |in>1 
rogatlve   renauts  virtually  in  focce-     Howcrw  dorcnAfiC^  it 
h   not  absolutely  extiiKt^    and    were    tinhcs  aiul   ctrcun- 
stances  to  permit  its  revival,  the  autlioriiy  would  AiU  i 
waiiting  to  give  it  etTect. 

But,  my  lords,  setting  aside  this  part  of  the  prelenafl 
of  the  Papal  Se«,  it  will  sufRce  for  lay  present  purpa«e  to 
confines  our  attention  to  its  alk^igOfl  supremacy  id  sptriiu^ 
taatten.  This  is,  perhaps,  the  most  importfuit  part  of  tlie 
inquiry,  attempts  beii^jc  continually  made  to  represent  thi* 
spiritual  supreoiucy  as  not  involving  any  leroporal  intercsU, 
and,  consoquently,  i»t>t  interfering  in  any  degree  with  tlw 
legilimatc  powers  of  the  Slate- 

My  lordst  of  all  fallacies  none  appears  to  mc  more  pal- 
pable, more  egregious,  than  that  which  r^ards  apiritual 
authority  as  ahof^cttiLT  unconnrcCcd  witJi  leraporal.     Tbeo- 
Ttttcally,  indeed,  they  arc  dist^t;  but  practically,  ui  moot 
cases,  it  is  hardly  po^iible  tu  disunite  them.     Like  the  soul 
and  body, (lam uMTi^  llfrMannint's  illuHtrutJon, niy  hirda^  nc 
my  own  0 — like  the  soul  and  body,  thoufib  each  ha%  c  specL 
qualities  and  special  interests  of  its  ou^n,  yet  they  act  oc 
upon  the  otlier  by  mutual  co-i>f»er«tian,  and  uBWt  ench  other' 
by  mutual  intltienct.  it  m^i)  bi-  c^tsy  to  luty,  this  is  a  s^x 
right,  and  that  a  temporal  right;  this  is  an  exercise  of  dx 
power,  antl  that  of  ecclesiastical :— but  when  you  carjc  to' 
apply  these  to  individual  ca&es,  they  will  liefoutwl  so  blended 
to^elher,  as  to  render  their  sej>aralio»  always  difficult,  sone- 
timcn  imprivcticablc.    And  this  is  in  reality  the  juaia  fu< 
datioa  of  that  alliance  between  Chuich  and   Sute,  whh 
exisLi    in  aknost  every   MeU-con^tiluled  govcrnmeot.  and' 
vhidi  HmtaiKt  the  fabric  of  the  Untish  Comtttation. 

I  contend,  then,  my  lords,  that  if  the  spiritual  authorrty  In 
exorcised,  to  its  full  extent,  by  a  power  di-^iinet  from  thj 
of  the  Slate,  and  aaaumiog  to  itself  a  fitrjircMory  in  th«t 
respect,  it  niuvl,  »o  far,  become  a  direct  Infringement  upon 
the  temporal  auth«iiily  of  the  M>Tereigo.  But  if  it  be  said, 
that,  Ci'ea  in  tbiB  refipect,  the  sDprcmacy  arroi^ated  by  U10 
Pope  over  indiridiials   of  odter   elates   tliin  his   own,   b 
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beconit  so  miugAted,  cr  so  (Uuiininhed,  tu  no  longur  to 
give  just  £jniM  of  alann  or  ofleiTCc;  tbeo  it  will  be  n^ 
cesinry,  in  order  to  judge  rightly  of  this  that  we  examine 
somewhat  more  particularly  m  what  this  Bpirilual  ^upn^imicy 
actually  consists. 

Spiritual  power,  my  lords,  is  twofold ;  and  t\\^  two  parts 
of  irJiich  it  i*  composed  liave  been  clearly  defined  by  one 
of  tlie  moit  distinguislicd  ornaments  of  our  Ji^piecopal  Bencbf 
Hhom  many  of  your  lordshipfimust  bave  ofl^n  heard  in  tliit 
Houirc  vkJi  admiration  and  delight ; — I  niean^  Bishop  Hordey- 
In  a  Hpeirh  on  the  Kubjcct  we  are  now  iliscusBiog,  that 
einineiU  prelate  remnrked  the  ju«t  and  proper  distinction 
between  the  "power  of  order"  and  the  **  power  of  jumdic- 
tion;'*  both  appertaining  to  spiritual  autliority,  but  "  quite 
distinct,  and  of  di^&tinct  origin."  The  power  of  wder^  my 
lordi,  \%  »mply  iind  purely  spiritual,  and  can  emanate  from 
none  but  a  spintiinl  authonty.  It  is  that  )^ower  which 
conlcrs  the  cnpability  of  eicerci^ing  apirilujd  functions; 
or,  in  other  vord^.  qualifies  a  person  to  minister  in  sacred 
things.  This  power  the  sovereij^n,  the  tetn)M>rat  ruler  of  the 
stale,  being  a  layman,  eunnot  poHsibi^  confer.  He  haa  it 
not  himHcIf,  ami  therefore  cannot  conimunicate  it  to  others. 
It  ori^nates  in  another  and  a  higher  source.  jVnd  this 
ifl  all  tliat  properly  belongs  to  the  power  of  order.  Tlie 
|X»wer  o[  jttrhdicthn  goes  much  farther  than  thi&.  It  ex* 
tends  to  the  entire  government  of  the  eccleeia^itica]  body, 
to  the  appointment  of  particular  peraions  to  exerxjise  spi- 
ritual functions  tliroughout  the  State,  to  the  rules  and 
regulaCionif  by  which  they  ;Bhall  be  directed,  or  to  their 
respective  remunerations  according  to  the  tttationii  tliey 
hold  in  the  ministry;  in  short,  to  every  thiHg  which,  in 
ecclesiastical,  no  less  than  in  cnil  polity,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  legislative  and  executive  government  of  the  country 
to  provide  for  the  gercrfll  heiicfit  of  the  coinimintty. 

Nov,  it  is  manifest,  my  lords,  that  (bis  latter  power, 
tliotigh  spiritual  iu  Im  puqiose  and  effect,  cannot  be  ex- 
ensi^'d  by  smy  other  autliority  than  thjvt  of  die  State,  much 
less  by  any  foreipt  power,  without  a  palpJiblc  interference 
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vith  that  ftutbori^i  neither  cao  it  be  carried  bto  t&d 
without  a  perceptible  and  powerful  influeoce  upcm  men'i 
temporal  interestf. 

It  ia,  hoveverj  asaerted,  that  the  power  clumed  id 
modern  times,  by  the  See  of  Rome,  is  nothing  more  tbu 
that  which  belongs  to  the  church  only,  and  which  Lis 
been  expressly  disclaimed  by  the  Sovereigns  of  this  coimtrj 
as  a  part  of  their  prerogative.  Let  ua  examine  into  the 
accuracy  of  this  assertion. 

The  true  line  of  distinction  I  apprehend,  my  lonb, 
to  be  this: — spiritual /wir/ioiM  belong  exclusively  to  tlv 
church  f  spiritual  JmrUdiction  belongs  to  the  StaiCt  as  ti- 
lled to  the  church,  and  although  exercised  by  the  chuicb, 
ia  derived  from  the  State.  Nowhere,  perhaps,  has  tlm 
distinction  been  more  clearly  or  strongly  marked  than  in 
the  87th  article  of  our  Church,  and  in  Queen  Elisabeth't 
injunctions,  which  may  be  considered  aa  decisive  upon 
the  point. 

The  Puritans,  it  is  well  known,  took  oflFence  at  iht 
assertion  of  the  Kegal  Supremacy  in  spiritual  concens; 
misconceiving,  as  it  appears,  or  misrepresenting,  its  real  ist 
tent  and  meaning.  To  quiet  such  scruples,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  re-aasert  the  doctrine  in  its  full  and  proper  seDse^ 
the  37th  article  declares  as  fallows: — "Xhe  Queen's  Ma- 
jesty hath  the  chief  pou}er  in  this  reahn  of  England,  a^d 
other  her  dominions,  unto  whom  the  chi^ government  oi 
all  estates  of  this  realm,  whether  they  be  eccletituticai 
or  civii,  in  all  causes,  doth  appertain,  and  is  not,  nor  ougbt 
to  be,  subject  to  any  foreign  jurisdiction,  ^ 

"  Where  we  attribute  to  the  Queen's  Majesty  the  cki^ 
government  (by  which  titles  we  understand  the  minds  of 
some  slanderous  folks  to  be  offended),  vre  give  not  b> 
our  princes  the  ministering  either  of  God's  Word,  or  of 
the  Sacraments:  the  which  thing  the  injunctions  also  lately 
set  forth  by  Elizabeth,  our  Queen,  do  most  plainly  testify; 
but  that  only  prerogative  which  we  see  to  have  been 
given  always  to  all  godly  princes,  in  Holy  Scriptures^  by 
God   himself,  i<  e.   that  they  should  rule   uU  esiaies  and 
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degrees  comniitied  tc  tbeir  charge  by  Gud,  vrbelher  cbe; 
be  rccteaastrcal  cr  temporal,  and  restrain  with  the  ciril 
swoid  the   stubborn  and  evil  doers. 

'*  The  Uidhop  of  Home  AoiA  no  Jurigiliciion  in  this  reaSm 
of  England.^' 

Horc,  my  lords,  nothing  is  disclaimed,   on  the   part  of 
the  sovereign,   btti   that  which,  it  is  manifesl,  cannot  ap* 
pertain  to  nny  tmnporat  power,   tlie  right  of  exercising 
xpiritualJuNCtioTis,     And  what  ar<-  (liaw  functions  f    "The 
mnistcrittg  cither  of  God'«  Word,  or  of  the  Sacraments**' 
The  Sovereign  though  Supreme  Head  both  af  Church  and 
I  State,   cjinnot   take   iLpon   liiniaelf  to   preach,  to  baptize, 
to  administer  the  Kucharist,  to  order,  to  coafinn,  or  to 
coneecr^te.     These  are  oiiicvs  purely  and  exclusively  s[m- 
I  ritual:   and  Queen  Xilizabclh   rejects   the  veiy  supposition 
of  their  belonging  to  the  sovereign  a«  a  stand^rorts  construe- 
I  Uon  of  her  asserted  claim  to  i^upreniAcy.     But  she   still 
maintnin^,   and  abates    nothing  of   her   title   to  supreme 
Jurisdiction;  nor  will  allow  any  estates  of  the  realm,  whether 
I  eccitrvioHticul  or   civil,  to  be  itubject   to  any  ^^rf^g-n  juris- 
diction.    Her  authority   is  declared   (as  had  been  more 
fully  set  forth  in   her    injunctionsj   twelve  years   before), 
ito  e\tei)d  lo  '^  all  tuanner  of  persons  born  within  lliese 
I  her  realms,   of  what  estate,   either  ecclesiastical  or  tem- 
l^ni),  soever  they  be ;  so   as  no  other  foreign  power  shall 
loT  ought  to  have  any  superiority  over   lliein."     Thus  do 
Itfae    injunctions  and    articles    agree   together ;    and  from 
iboth  is  drawn  the  conclusion,  that  "  The  Bishop  of  Rome 
jhatb  no  juri^ltction  in  this  re^tlm  of  England  x" — no  juris- 
|diction,  my  lorda,  of  any  kind, 

ly  lord^r  1  think  ii  clearly  follows  from  hence,  that, 
arding  lo  the  funclameiilal  principles  of  our  ProlesUnt 
IConstitution,  no  subject  can  be  considered  as  paying  full 
land  vnditidt^d  allegiance  to  Ibc  sovercignp  whose  notions 
iDf  the  reg^il  supremacy  do  not  come  up  to  tbi»  i^tandard. 
\U  spiritual  jurisdiction  or  authority,  in  whatever  degree, 
ackitovf lodged  as  the  right  of  some  other  potcntAte* 
Fthat,  whether  it  be  more   or  less,  is  so  much  subtracted 
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from  tlie  supreme  uithon^  daimed,  and  justly  claii 
by  tlic  Ilciid  of  ihc  Stale;  and  Uie  subject  vho  »  pkceJ 
in  such  a  pvcdicatncnt  c;ui  pjiy  only  »  dicided  allegiam 
10  liift  righdul  sovereign;  an  alicgtance,  which,  fioneve 
tUicore  and  faithful  as  far  as  it  extenda,  is  avowedly  ii 
perfc^ct  in  this  respect ;  and,  conseqoenily,  cu/uili;  bi£  riphr 
to  the  Mint?  CavtjnT  and  prLvilege»,  tli«  i^aiDc  decree  of 
trust  and  power,  which  others  may  enjoy  wbo  aubmit 
to  the  Stale  withimt  any  such  reservations  or  re^trictioKic 

That  tho  RowAn  Catholics  actually  ^taiul  in  this  pre- 
dicamenl,  cannot  surely  be  dented.  I  have  aheady  adverted 
to  Helkmune's  opinion  on  this  subject,  and  which  he 
states  to  have  b^en  the  commonly  received  opinion  b 
biadfty:  and  your  lordships  will  recollect  timt  BolUmikt 
was  not  in  the  bo>t  odour  with  t]tc  Sec  of  Honie^  hb 
nolionii  of  the  Papal  prerogative  not  being  autlicfenlly 
liifili  lo  reach  tlie  view*  there  entertained  of  the  i'opc** 
Supremacy.  Hiit  doctrine,  my  lords,  (and  he  gives  tt  u 
a  moderaiffd  Qpinion  between  tiro  estrctncs)  is  this:— 
"  Thnt  tlie  Pope,  u*  PopCj  Iuin  not  directly  and  inunediatdy 
any  temporal,  but  only  a  spiritual  power ;  neverthekot 
that  by  rcaiofi  of  tJw  s/Aritnaiy  he  AaSf  ai  least  imUrtctl^, 
a  certain  pairrr,  and  titai  siqH'fmct  h  tftujioralt /' — "Tijat 
the  power  of  the  Pope  is  indeed  properly,  in  itself,  ami 
directly,  spirituali  but  tltat  by  it  lie  can  dlspuse  of  the 
temporal  tilings  of  all  ChiUtians,  nrji^n  t/itU  !>  tx^rrd 
/or  the  etfd  of  the  tpirituai  power,  10  which  the  eoda  of 
ail  temporal  poweni  are  subordinate;  for  though  he  bai 
no  merely  tem|ioral  power,  }tt  he  has,  in  ordine  ad  botam 
^ifituttte,  the  highest  power  o%'er  temporals."  Ai>«ii>^^ 
"  The.  spiritual  power  docs  not  mx  iis^lf  in  tetnporal 
concerns,  but  sufler^  all  things  to  proceed,  as  before  tbr 
union,  so  lon^  as  Uicy  do  not  oppose  the  spiritual  end. 
or  be  not  necessary  to  obtain  iu  Hut  if  any  ibiiijf  of 
thii  sort  occurs,  the  sy/iritMil  cari,  and  ouf^ht^  to  coerre  t%f 
temporal^  by  any  way  or  meam  which  shnll  sceia  iKei-^ 
saiy  for  its  purpose."*— 'Jliis  exposition  needa  no  eommest. 

Kul,  my  lords,  liow   ittands  this   matter  in  Uie  ptvwM 
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dvy  ?     Will  the  Koinan  Catholic  subjects  of  tlicic   realm* 

be  ccnieot  to  ackiiowlcijge  the  Kin)^':i  Supremacy  "  ia  aU 

^  cmtses,  and  over  aU  pcrst^ix,  ev-tsttfiasiical  as  terii  as  civil  f' 

If  M'i})  tlif^y  allow  time  tlic  Pope  La«  no  spUiCual  jHrindictwn 

'     withiQ   tlicse  realms  f     Will   the   Pope  hiuuelf  T^litjquifili 

hu  claim  to   appoint  the  der^^} ,  atitl  ti>  rM/cr  tUom?     WiU 

»lie   fi>rcga    1ii)[i    suporiiUcTuUncc  over    them  in    their  re- 
spective diocesan  or  pasionLl  oharao^rs,  or  surrender  %\k\\ 
.     poinU   as  may  interfi?re  with   the   jurispruJenco  of  t!iw 
couniry  ?    My  lordn,  1  hardly  need  s-iy,  tli^t  hiilicrto  no 

B  Symptom  oT  a  liiKpo^Jtion  to  do  thi«  imt  appeared)  cither  in 
the  Pojie  liiuBoir,  or  in  tltoso  who  arc  bounJ  tn  allt^^iuncfr 
to  hiiu.  Ag4)in,  tJK^rvfoi\>,  [  luii^t  iu^bt,  chat  tlten»!  can 
only  be  «  dititM  nllcgbncc ;  and  that,  therefore,  thc5'  «re 
di^unlificd  lor  £uch  ^u  cxct-nsion  of  privileges  ajid  f^Tours, 
as  uxxy  be  fiiirly  expected  by  tlieir  fel]ow-6Ubject&  Hho 
labour  i)ot  under  j^miitar  divi|naliricatioii». 

■      I    am  Biiiciouf,   however,  to  forhfy  myself  in  the«c  re^ 

"presentations  by  attthofiiica  which  your  Lordships  may  deem 
ur4^xc(?pU  on  ft  ble.  Among  ih«}tL>  vrho  are  connncnly  n^ptned 
to  hAve  been  vihM  are  called  Hif^h-Churchmen,  1  might 
name  Laud,  ^tillingtieet,  Jeremy  Taylor,  Leslie  the  non* 
juror,  ElicLes,  Alleibury,  li>e  two  tiherlocks,  ami  IliaJiop 
liorsley;    not  to  mention  a  living  prelate  i>ow  ibear  me,  who 

bJiiis  Uculcd  this  »Liihjcet  with  \x\s  wonted  lenrningaml  ubdity. 

■All  these  have  (I  believe)  touched  upon  the  Papal  .Supre- 
macy as  ainoiig  the  most  dangerous  enx^rs  of  the  Church  of 
Itotne. 
But  these  notions,  my  lords,  are  not  confined  to  High- 

KCburcb  nnteF.H;  and  on  the  present  occasion^  Ivould  rather 

"re*orC  to  atithoriti^s  mort  likely  to  be  well  received  by  the 
advoeutcs  of  the  proposed  concessions  to  the  Koman  Catho- 
lics; writers,  well  knovn  to  have  been  zealously  attacliecl  to 
the  principles  of  die  Revolution,  and  friendly  to  the  extan- 
»ioTi  of  religlcus  lihert)'.  Among  these,  1  would  first  men*' 
lion  Archbishop  WAke,  whom  1  rx:moml>er  tu  have  hnd  the 
grutifie^ttioTi  of  hearing  nartnty  eulogi^^cd  in  thtf  House;  an 
eulogy  iu  vrhioh  1  Cd,n  most  cordially  join.     That  exoellent 
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prelate  laboured  with  great  earnestness  to  effect  an  mua 
between  the  English  and  Galtican  Churches;  and  aftc 
long  nnd  putient  penceverjinc<<  in  tlic  iiltcrmpt,  hnd  tlic  moT 
fication  to  find  bi^  endeavours  frustrated,  snd  the  whoU 
scheiT^e  abandoned^  xn  consequence  of  the  interfereriee  of  the 
Sco  of  Rome,  and  the  imprjicticahihty  of  coming  to  a 
UDdcrvt^idinfT  upon  this  point  of  the  Pope's  spintu&l  autl 
rity.  Other  preUte^  of  the  same  class  vere  Tillotson,  Bnr* 
netj  snd  Gibson, — all  strenuous  opi>oncnts  to  Popery^  yet 
sincere  advocates  of  toleration.  But  1  pass  over  these  to 
call  the  attention  of  your  lordships  to  tliosc  HjeaX  writers, 
Locke  aod  Hoadlcy^  on  whom  I  have  more  than  once  heard 
the  highest  encomiums  heslowe^l  in  thU  Hcuse:  and  the 
point,  my  lord»,  to  which  1  rei|urst  your  attention,  is  the  sort 
of  estimation  in  which  the  Koman  Catholics  tbeniselie& 
appear  to  bold  the^  admired  friends  of  reli]|riotl»  freeilom. 
For  thiv^  puri^c^e,  ive  can  hardly  jv^tort  to  higlier  authority 
ihan  that  of  Dr.  Milner,  the  oroclcofthc  picsentday  amoDf 
the  English  Members  of  the  Romish  Church,  Tfaesre,  my 
lords,  are  Dr.  Milner'^  semiinenEs  concerning  l.iOckc  and 
Hoadlcy.— "  The  Soctnian  Locke,  who  will  not  allow  of 
Catholics  being  toteraUfI,  on  the  demonstrated  false  pretext 
that  they  cannot  tuli^rale  other  Christians,"  — "  Bbhop 
Hoadley,  who  had  no  rclifcion  at  all  of  bis  own,  would  not 
allow  (be  Calhobcs  to  enjoy  theii^becau«*,  he  *ays,  no  oiathi 
and  solemn  uMurances,  no  regard  to  tnith,  ju»iticc,  or  honour, 
can  restr&in  them.  TbU  is  the  hypocritical  plea  for  tlie 
intolerance  of  a  man  who  was  in  the  constant  habit  of  vi| 
hiting  all  his  oaths  and  en^agemerit«  to  a  church  which 
raised  him  to  tank  and  fortune,  and  who  systematically 
sued  Us  dc^ailation  into  hi»  own  Anli-Chrii^tiaD  Socimanisoi^ 
by  professed  deceit  and  treachery  "  So  much,  my  lords, 
the  good- will  which  Papists  beartomrd^  writer*  « bom.  i 
all  others,  their  Prote«rant  friends  are  contiauidly  holding 
up  as  iDodels  of  hbcralhy  of  sentiment. 

TogetheT  with  Bishop  Hoadley,  1  might  lUo  mentioQ  Dr. 
Sykesftnd  others  who  dt^tiosuUhed  tbeimelves  in  the  I^iq 
rian  coDlfoiersy,  as  advocatea  of  Bij^hop  Hoadlc/asenlxii 
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m  spiritual  and  ccclcsmsdciil  authoiity.  Dr.  S>kes,  in  {ur^ 
tJculur,  wrote  a  tract  viih  tliU  tUle;  "  Etiquiry  hov  far 
l^fiplsC^  ought  to  be  treated  bere  as  good  Subjects ;  and  hov 
Cut  they  are  cborgeable  vUli  the  Tenets  eommonly  hnputod 
lo  them."  It  is  true,  thut  this  and  other  similar  puhlications 
came  forth  ac  or  near  the  time  when  the  Pretender  bnd 
raiaecl  a  rebeUion  in  this  country,  and  tnuch  of  their  vrcight 
and  infitiencc  nuty  b<!  Ktipposeil  to  hiivc  been  derived  from 
that  drciim stance*  BiLt  ^vhnt  I  parlicularly  wish  to  impress 
upon  your  lordships  is  this;— that,  to  whatever  occurrences 
tliey  might  owe  their  origin,  the  arguments  and  mode  of 
reasoiung  cuntJiitie<l  in  them  Iiave  little  referenci.^  to  an^'  par- 
ticular crisis ;  hut  turn  chielly,  if  not  entirely,  on  tht^se  liiccd 
and  unalterable  tenets  of  i^opcry,  which  then  hound,  and 
stUI  continue  to  bind,  all  Papists,  in  obedience  to  the  Holy 
See.  It  i.s,  ill  short,  their  professing  a  lA'rirfr// allegiance 
between  the  Pope  and  their  Sovereign,  that  renders  them,  in 
the  opinion  of  these  v.-ritcr3(,  ab^tittcly  disquulified  for  places 
ofcrust  and  power  in  the  Statc- 

Dtisoendhig  now  lo  ottr  own  times,  what  do  we  find  to  be 
the  prvient  state  f»f  rc*]>cry,  with  reference  to  these  points 
in  particular  a»  well  as  to  other  tenets  which  di&tingnish  it 
from  the  Popi*h  Cfmrch  I 

My  lordt^,  there  cnn  hardly^  I  concuive,  be  a  greater  cause 
of  oflence  to  a  Roman  Catholic,  than  to  question  the  irmnri- 
iabiHt\f  of  bis  faith.  It  has  ever  been  the  boast  of  the  Church 
of  Home,  that  its  creed  is  unchangeable,  and  its  authority 
in£allib)e.  Its  tenets  are,  at  least,  in  the  present  day,  con- 
sidered to  be  confornmhk  with  the  decrees  of  the  Council 
of  Trent;  and  consequently  may  fairly  be  tried  by  that 
sUmhrd.  And  while  the  catechism  of  that  Council  and  the 
creed  of  Pope  PJus  V,  are  received  ai  accredited  authorities 
by  which  the  Roman  Catholics  still  abide,  we  can  hardly  be 
accused  of  misreproacntation  in  bringing  tbeii  scatemonts  to 
tlut  test. 

In  what  respect,  then,  »  Popery  changed?  It  is  continu- 
ally assnmed  by  those  who  lulvocate  the  Roman  Catltoltc 
claims,  tliai  their  peculiar  tenets  are  no  longer  maintained  to 
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the  saotc  extent,  or  in  the  aanie  acceptation  a«  beretofnre: 
but  biive  undergone  certain  moclifiattwns  mul  tntcrprctiitrofi^ 
which  render  tiicin  €oui|>jLrativciy  harmless.  N&y,  great 
eiSorta  have  been  iT<:cntly  made,  both  bj  KotniHh  vriien 
&nd  their  IneDds,  to  show  that  ttidr  <loctTin«s  spproxiimlv 
mach  more  lonardii  those  of  the  Church  of  Hngl&nd  thaa  is 
gcaenilly  )nlppuik^d  to  bts  ihc  CJi»i%  and  have  at  length  ap* 
preached  so  reaTly  to  our  own,  as  to  present  but  a  sb^de  of 
diilerence  between  them, 

Aly  lords,  there  is  nothing  new  in  these  attempts.  The 
very  same  e^orts  were  made  long  dnce,  by  Bo«suet^  arul  verv 
tiaocesftfully  encountered  and  overthrown  by  ArchbUhop 
Wake,  k  hiis  otien  been  the  policy  of  the  Church  of  Uome 
to  resort  to  this  expedient,  both  for  the  purpose  of  its  cwo 
vindication^  and  to  facilitate  the  work  of  proielyti^m  anMin^ 
PiotesUnts.  A  fre»h  inAtance  of  this  policy  has  also  bceo 
brought  before  u-s  in  the  examindticm  of  cerbun  Uonan 
Catholic  prelates  before  the  committers  of  tlic  two  Houaai 
of  Parliament  on  the  state  of  Ireland,  A  very  faviMinble 
opportunity  then  pri-sented  it-seif  to  them  for  sitch  a  purpoar, 
of  which  they  uvaikxl  themselves  witii  no  iDConsiderable  slui 
and  fibihty.  Sei-cral  of  the  cjucstions  put  to  them  appear  ta 
have  been  of  that  kind  which  are  technically  called  '  kadiojE 
questions ;"  sucb  a^almcst  suggested  the  aiwwers  sought  hv, 
and  such  as  those  who  were  to  furnish  the  answers  might  be 
KiipjKiHed  nio^t  willing  to  give.  In  this  way,  nothing  waseaEttf 
than  to  frame  a  plausible  reprtsenution  of  several  articles 
of  the  Romish  fdith,  itnd  to  >{ive  dieni  such  a  colouring  ai 
might  rvadily  satisfy  those  who  were  possessed  of  no  otbff 
intbrmadon  on  the  subject.  Half  an  hour's  ero^s-ffa^cnUm' 
iioft  might  greatly  hjive  altered  the  aspect  of  such  «vidcnoe, 
and  hnve  piaced  it  in  a  very  ditlerent  light. 

But,  my  lords,  taking  this  evidence  in  the  mo^t  favourable 
point  of  view,  what  i»  the  result?  Is  any  point  of  the  Pope'i 
spiritual  supremacy  abandoned?  I>ocsnot  Papal  infallabUity 
(so  far  as  coneeriks  an  absolute  submission  to  the  Papal  See 
hi  matters  of  faith)  remain  the  same?  Is  its  principle  of 
intolerance  r^iwirneeil?      Is  it  less  intent  tlian  beretoforv 
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upon  pro9clytUmf  Is  >U  dominion  over  the  consciences  of 
tnen  Ies8  abdolulo  than  in  fonnvr  times!  If  in  ttwse  respects 
it  slill  pre«enu  to  uh  tbc  same  features^  there  h  do  neeil  to 
cxiGDil  lliv  mquiry  lo  othi^r  Joctrinen  lnn^  mnneiliiUcly  a  fleet- 
ing the  question  1>cforc  n»- 

To  say  nothing  more  on  ilie  subject  of  Papal  Stiprcmacy^ 
let  it  be  rememberedf  my  lords,  that  the  spiritual  amborily 
of  the  Cburcb  of  Konifi  extends  to  matters  of  practice  aa 
well  a*  oi  JaHh,     Hucb  als(>  is  tlie  spirit  of  projteiythm  *be 
cherishes,  that  her  clergy  nre  boniid  to  it  by  itiv  most  lolcmn 
euga^enients  at  ibeir  ordination ;  an  obligation  never  imposed 
upon  our  oviii  clergy.     Above  all,  my  lords  look  at  the  ahso* 
Uita  domiftion  0Mjrc:i.std  by  ibe  Koniish  bishops  and  |Mi«toT» 
over  every  individual  of  their   Hocks;    te  wht\:h,  pcrbapi^ 
tlkere  U  nothing  parallel  in  any  oOicr  Chiiati^n  community : 
to  ii)!itjificu  oitly,  in  the  use  oi'  attricufar  cottf^ssion,  2*t  ii  is 
termed;  nduty, exacted  tVom  every  member  ijf  their  Churdit 
and  made  impcrzUivc  aa  lo  every  thoiiglil,  \^-ord    mid  deed* 
under  penalties  the  most  appalling.     My  lonls.  it  Is  trigbt^ 
lo  tliMik  upon  the  Btiite  of  subjecLioa  in  nbich  the  vrlwle 
body  of  the  Itit}'  art^  ihun  enllkrailed,  aiwl  of  the  unbounded 
influence  thus  obtiiined  ovci'  them  by  the  PricsUiood;  mure 
especially  when  coinicctcd  with  the  invioUibfe  stcrejf^  ii]>- 
po»ed  on  the  Priest  huiuelf.  in  the  discbar^fc  of  ihifi  part  of 
bi£  duty.    Of  die  poisiblc  effect  of  tln^  upon  the  interests, 
nay,  the  very  i*xl»itence  of  govcmmcntr  vc  ni^y  form  some 
coiKeptioii,  from  the  evidence  ^ivea  by  Dr.  Doyle,  iii  \m 
U&t  examination  before  your  lordshijis'  Committee*     Bcin;;^ 
interrogated  with  respect  lo  die  e^ect  of  this  obligation  to 
sccTCsy,  upon  that  part  of  the  o^th  of  allegiaiKe  which  re- 
quires the  subject  to  disclose  to  the  government  any  treaion*- 
able  designs  or  practices  which  nuiy  come  to  hit  knowledge, 
Dr.  Doyle  replies*  **  Tbe  seerets  communicated  ui  confession, 
arc  such  as  wo  are  supposed  to  become  acquainted  with  as 
Ministers  of  the  Sacrament  ot  Penance ;  And  in  that  capacity 
we  do  not  eoneidiT  ourselves  bound,  liy  tbe  oath  of  allegiance 
vbicb  wc  take,  to  reveal  ^L^rets  commitM  ions  in  that  waif  ; 
as  our  rite  of  confession  is  known  to  the  laws,  and  our 
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doctrines  with  rcgfanl  Xo  it  nniver^Hlly  acknovledgecl  to  exi&t 
ia  out  Cburch,  the  oath  which  bintU  u«  to  discoTcr  any  trea- 
son ftgatnst  the  St^te,  or  against  hU  Majest>',  which  tnay 
come  to  our  krH>wJcd£e,  does  not  oblige  ua  to  leteal  aDy- 
thing  witi)  wliicb  wc  mny  become  RCq&iaiittcd  in  SacriimenUl 
coDfCf^ion;  this  Is  the  manner  ttt  wliicb  we  understand  tbe 
clause  <3f  the  oatb." 

This  h,  indeed,  an  extrAordtnary  instance  of  Jngenttityin 
the  intcr])rctation  of  an  oaih  ;  and  1  mi^ht  comment  on  the 
im^^curiiy  ti>  tlie  Slate,  in  allo^vin^  MJct>  a  restriction  o Pitt 
meaning  a^  niu;«t  irndi^r  it  almost  nugatory;  aince  it  mi, 
totally  annul  its  operation  in  the  very  case  where  tbe  dan] 
wouJd  be  most  iOEtant  and  inevitable,  itut^  my  lord«, 
advert  to  it  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  observation, 
which  has  frequently  occurred  to  me,  in  reflecting  oi»  thU 
subject*  It  has  often  been  cast  as  a  reproach  upon  Komaa 
Catholics,  that  tbcy  are  not  to  be  bound  by  the  obJigations  of 
an  oath,  because  ihey  ;ii\m\i  of  certnti  tntniat  restrrvaticus  ia- 
compatibtewith  its  strict  and  full  observance.  Mybrds,  lliave 
always  felt  this  to  bo  an  unworthy  and  ofleasive  insintiatjon, 
unjustly  aifecting  the  characters  of  a  body  of  men  whom  1  can- 
not persuade  myself  to  regard  as  dr^servtng  of  Mich  onoppra^^ 
briuni-  1  believe  the  Roman  Catholic  nobility  and  genll^H 
to  be  as  incapable  of  thus  tampering  with  an  oath,  as  any  of 
tbe  I'rolestant  noblEity  and  gentry  of  the  reaitn.  1  believe 
them  to  be  as  incapable  of  ^^rf/n/ reservation;  and,  therefore, 
in  their  mode  of  reconciling  the  allegiance  they  swear  to  the 
aovereign  in  temporals,  with  that  which  Ihey  conscientiomly 
hold  to  be  dtie  to  tbe  Pope  in  spirituals,  1  have  idwa^yf 
imagined  tliat  they  satisfied  their  mirnU  by  some  such  con- 
atmctive  interpretniioni  a$  that  which  Dr.  Doyle  has  here 
dtstmctly  avowed  with  regard  to  the  sccrcsy  of  eonfeasio<L 
1  haveceneaved  tliey  might  reast^n ihua ; — the  Sute  inowtouT 
obliguticns  to  ihc  Pope ;  it  hiotfs  that  we  owe  him  o^M'dience, 
implicit  obedience,  on  certain  points  j  it  ti90\es  (bat  we  regard 
this  as  an  obligation  paramount  to  all  others ;  and  therefore 
it  cannot  accuse  us  of  menial  or  ttecret  reservation,  in  taking 
tlu  oath  under  iudi  a  restriction.    Tlic  reservation  i* 
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metUa/t  is  not  intidious^  is  not  Mmhe:  it  is  open  and 
avovcd;  xncl  ifthe  tegblatuire  IhiDk  fit  to  accept  tlic^  our 
conditioftat  protc'>IatiL>iiK  and  fnlellly,  aiii]  submisnon,  tlicre 
can  be  no  mi^numlcrstanJing  on  either  side. — K  this,  my  lord^ 
be  a  correct  notion^  that  I  have  formed,  Dr  Do^le  may 
fairljr  be  eoiiHideinl,  in  thi^  iiistaiK^e,  »^  virhinlly  sj^cAking 
the  general  seniitiients  both  of  tbc  clergy  and  laity  of  bis 
communion,  on  every  pcint  of  duty  relative  to  tlie  State  aa 
wellastbU;  and  the  State  has  only  to  view  the  matter  in 
this  light,  nnd  act  aocordin^jly.  But  oin  it  be  doubtful, 
what,  in  prudence  and  due  regard  to  the  public  safety,  ought 
to  be  the  coriduct  of  the  legi&Iuturc  towards  persons  whose 
upright,  honourable,  and  coascientioij&  Adherence  t5  theu" 
principles,  (for  upright,  htmourabli*,  and  conscicEitiouftl  most 
willingly  presume  it  to  be,)  makes  it  iinimssiblt  for  them  to 
render  inore  than  such  a  conditional  and  imperfect  submit- 
sioti  to  the  grtvernmoDt  under  which  they  live? 
-*  My  lord*,  there  are  wevcrul  other  points  on  which  I  had 
intended  to  make  sonte  observations:  but  1  rdruin,  frota  an 
unwillingticAS  to  hespasa  further  on  your  attention.  Much 
might  be  said  on  the  C0ects  of  penance,  absolution!  ^nd  in- 
dulgences, as  maintained  by  the  Romish  Church;  on  the 
iicLnowledged  iliflicultte;^  ret^pecling  marring^,  a»  slated  also 
by  Dr.  Doyle;  on  excom^nunication  ;  on  the  Pope's  power  in 
nominuling  to  episcopal  sees ;  and  on  the  general  principle, 
stilt  so  pertinacionsly  maintained,  of  ihe  entire  indrjKftdcacr 
of  the  Cbnrch  of  Rome,  in  its  spiritual  capacity,  on  any  tem- 
poral authority,  rule  or  governance.  While  these  con- 
tinue to  be  the  avowed  tenets  of  the  Reman  Cadiolics,  again 
I  ask,  are  tbey  not  really  Papists?  and  can  their  admissi- 
bility to  the  same  power  and  trust  vith  other  subjects  be 
reasonably  claimed,  or  safely  granted  ? 

My  lords,  in  malcing  these  observations,  let  me  once  more 
dusclaim  any  sentiments  of  illwill,  any  hostile  or  unchristian 
feelings  towards  those  who  arc  the  objects  of  them.  My 
lordSf  if  I  knoH-  myself  t  am  not  of  an  intolerant  spirit;  and  it 
is  painful  to  mc  to  seem  opposed  to  a  body  of  men  whom  I 
know  how  to  respect  ami  to  esleem.     In  the  early  part  of 

0  0 


+50 


Titfi 


my  pTofcsaionat  life,  I  lived  in  babitfi  of  mcuiI  and  frici; 
interoounte  with  persons  ofdutiiictioiiiunongthGiiit  forwliim 
I  cntertatDcd  a  sincere  regard.  With  others  of  tbe  sue 
description  1  have  since  cultiTated  actiuuintancc,  and 
Btill  to  continue  doing  ao.  I  can  honour  u  Pspisti  who  i| 
Papist  indeed;  and  1  can  honour  DisT^cntcrs  of  otiier  ded 
iiiinalioiu,  who  are  Dissenters  indeed.  Uut  1  cannot  ct|i: 
honour  liioite  vfha  Affect  an  n{>]>roximation  of  sentiment  Iq 
our»eWc5  in  matters  even  of  esHcntml  importance,  whtrt 
there  can  he  no  real  agreement.  Thfi  best  tbunttation  of 
unaifectod  ^ood-will  between  parties  thu8  differing  in  re 
ligEon^  ts,  in  my  op[nioti>  an  honest  and  ingenuous  avoval 
of  fliich  difference,  without  compromising  our  owii  prtt 
ciple^,  or  being  intolerant  of  those  of  others. 

One  more  observation,  my  lords,  I  cannot  forbear  to  oftcr. 
Tlie  declared  object  of  the  proposed  tncfisure  is  to  conciliate 
the  Roman  Catholics.  But  has  ic  been  suffictendy  consi- 
dered, wliat  may  be  the  result,  with  reitpect  to  the  great 
mass  of  tlie  Protestant  community?  Tiic  effect,  even  in  re* 
moving  diaftatisfdction  ftom  tbe  lower  orders,  at  least,  of  tbe 
Roman  Catholics,  appears  to  me  exceedingly  doubtful,  if  pot 
hopeless.  But  supposing  it  to  have  ttint  effect.  >\littt  am 
likely  to  be  tbe  feelings  of  our  Proteslant  feilow-subjecls*' 
What  can  be  expected  but  a  revival  of  tbofe  protracted  and 
aciimonious  controversies  which,  from  the  Restoration  to  tbe 
Revolution,  so  vehemently  agitated  the  public  mind?  A 
struggle  might  probably  ensue;  and  not  only  would  it,  under 
such  circumstances,  be  the  natural  incUttallon  of  the  clei^ 
of  our  Establishment,  but  it  would  become  their  boundvn 
Saty  to  press  forward  in  vindication  of  their  own  apiiit&al 
rights  and  liberties,  and  tboHc  of  the  laity  comnutted  to  theii 
charge.  I  have  no  fear,  my  lords,  of  the  issue  of  such  « 
struggle.  When  I  look  around  me,  attd  sec  the  da3y  in- 
cren^ng  phaUnx  of  able  and  teamed  defenders  of  ow 
Church,  1  cannot  doubt  of  a  farotirable  result:  and  baviog 
now  pas^d  the  meridian  of  life  myself,  it  gtvei^  me  incrcttsed 
satisfaction  to  contemplate  Kucfa  a  prospect,  Neierthekiat 
my  lords,  1  cannot  but  deprecate  any  cour»  of  proceedji 
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that  may  render  such  a  confiict  necessary-  I  am  too  con- 
-versftDt  with  polemics,  (perhaps  have  heen  toe  much  of  a 
polemic  myself,)  Dot  to  know  that  theae  contests  unavoidably 
engender  strife,  and  enmity^  and  bitterness,  of  which  no  one 
can  foresee  the  termination. 

My  lords,  for  these  reasons,  among  many  others,  i  cannot 
hut  view  the  present  bill  as  most  objectionable  in  its  princi* 
pies,  and  ill-calculated  to  produce  any  such  effects  as  would 
justify  your  lordships  in  suffering  it  to  pass  into  a  law.  I 
must  therefore  meet  it  with  my  decided  negative. 

The  Bill  was  negatived  hya  majority  of  48. 
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